SAINT VINCENTD ABD YRE SLENADINES

ACT NOQ. 33 OF 1984
I ABBENT

[ .8 ] SYDNEY D. GUN-MUNRO,

Governor-General,
28th December, 1984

AN ACT for the protection and quality eontrel of Bananas.

Bl IT ENACTED by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty,
i and with the advice and consent of the House of Assembly
of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and by the authority of
the game as follows:—

[ 2nd January, 198_-5 ]

1. This Act may be ciled as the Banana (Proteetibn and Shorp -title,
Quality Control) Act, 1954.

9. Tn this Act, unless the context otherwise requiresi—— Iuterpretation,
“‘Agsociation’ tacans the Windward Islands Banaws
Association Lid;

“ Autherity”* means the Banana Qualuy Control Author-
ity constituted wnder section 3;

“Pananas’’ means bananas of the varielies or known as
robusta, puerto rigus, poye, laratan, Giant Cavendish,
Valery and sueh other varieties as may be preseribed by
the authority;

‘“boxing plant” means an installation where bananag are
‘dehanded, deflowered, washed, treated and bexed and
which ig licenced for this purpose under section 8;



““boxing plant operator’’ mcans a person whe in the
optnion of the Authority is cowpetent to operate a
boxing plani or to be encaged in the boxing of bananas
and who is licensed for this purpose uuder section §;

“buyine eompanies’’ means Geest Industries Limited,
Geest Industries (W.1.) Limited or the person who for
the time heing has the statulory eor contractual right to
purchase exportable bananas from the Assoclation;
Yeutting peried” means either the period commeneing
not more than 36 hours before the announced end of a
reception period and ending with the end of the reception
period or sneh other period as wmay be prescribed by the
Authority;

exportable bananas’™ means bananas which have been
reaped or harvested from a holding during a cutting
period and which are not rejectable bananas;

“field packed bananas’”’ means bananas which have been
packed for export without being washed and processed
in a boxing plant, and which have been grown, harvested
and packed in accordance with the regnlations for ¥Field
Packing;

“‘field packing’’ means the process by which bananas ave
packed for export in accordance with the regulations for
Iicld Packing;, )
““fiold pack shed’’ means a shdd which is consirueted for
the storage of empty and packed eartens for field paeked
bauanas, and which shall so be constructed iu accordance
with the rerulations fer Field Packiug or in a manner
approved by the Autherity and which may have facilities
for field packing;

““figld packer’’ means a grower who has been licensed by
the Authority to be a fleld packer;

“governments’ means the Governments of Dominica,
Grenada, Saint Lucia and Saint Vincent and the Grena-
dines;

b

b

“prower’” means a person for the time being in posses-
sion or control of a holding, and who is registered with
the Association;

Siland buying depot (IBD) ' means any installation
at which boxed bananas are delivered by growers to the
Asgociation for purchase;



“island’” means Saint Vineent and the (Grenadines;
“member associations’ means the wmembers of WINBAN;

“Alinister” means the Minister to whom responsibiliry
for agriculture is assigned;

“peception pericid” means the period from time to time‘
publticty announced or advertiged oy or for and on behalt
of the Assoclation for the delivry of bananas to the
Association or to the buying eonpanies;

“reception Qepot” means a depf at which exportalie
bananas are delivered t¢ the busiig companies,
“rejectable bananas’’ means bananas which ave rejeet-
able under regulations made under 1.0s Act;

“ship™ means any ship engaged to carry exportabie
bananas;

“vahbicle” means any track or othor mechanieal means of
vonveyance used during the eviung period to carvy
hananas to an IBD, boxiwg pliat or reception depot;
CWINBANT means the Windvard Islands Banana
Growers Association-—A company incorporated under ihe
laws of Deominica.

3. WINBAN is hereby declared and cstablished to be Fishment
the Bungna (Protection and Quality Joutrel) Authority and %;Zt";lzés e
as such the Authority for the purpos.s of this Act. Authority,

4,

{1) Tt shall be the fuuction a:d du'y of the Author-
ity i—

Funetions and
duties of
- the

(a} to adwminister and carre cut ‘he provisions of Autbority.

this Act, and consistent:y thecewith to approve
standards and to institate nceasures in behalf
of the protection of exp:rrakl: bananas and the

maintenance and enbaveewing of the guality
thereof, and

{b) to make recommendations to the Governments
of the islands in regard to the better earrying
out of the purpase of this Act and in regard to
the measures aforesaid.
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(2} The Authority may, from fime to time delegate
any or all of itg funclions to the Ascociation.

5. (j ) Ter
lished a Comamitt
Quality Conirol)

Voopirnes s oof e oy thers i noveby estalb-
vioas the Danuna {Protecilon sud

= 1 be K
Conmiticea,
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(2) The Commilice shall comprise:—

(1) The Manaeing Director of WINBAN or his
nottinee cither of whow shall act as Chairman
af all meectings of the Committee,

(i) The General Managers of member Associziions,

(iil) A nomidnec of the Ministers of Agrviculture of
the Hovernments,

{(iv) WINDBAN's Direeior of Rezeareh and

(v) A nowiuee of the Buying Company.

{3) No aet or proeecding of the Commnittee shall be
imvalidated on account of any vacancy iu its hody.

(4) The {unctions of the Committes shall be 1o advise
the Authiority I regard to all matters within the seope and
objeel of this Act.

6. {1) For the puipcse of examining the condition of
hoxing plants, boldings, ships and other places where bananzs
are handled or for the purpese of examining or rejecting
bapanas received theveat and genevally for the purpese of the
exercise of the Authority’s righis and powers under this Act,
the Authority and or ils duly anthorised agents shall have the
right—during any cutiing period or within 12 Louvs there-
belore or thereafter—to enter upon any Inland Buying Depot,
boxing plant, ficld pack shed, holding, reception depot, ship,
or ethicr places an'd may exercise that vight with or without
the assiztance of police officers.

{2y No action, suif, prosceution or other proeccding
shall be hronght ov instituted against the Autlhority in respect
of any aet done bona fide in the purstnance or execntion or
intended excention of tle provisions of this Act,



7. (1) Tt shall be the duty of every police officer and Police dutics.
of overy Rural Consiable to assist the Autherily and ity
arvvanis and azents in the enforcement of the provisions of
this Aect.

{27 Apy person whe obstruets, hinders, molests or
assanlty any duly ideatificd palice officer or servant or agent
of the Auvthorily engazed in the perforwance of any dnty
or ia the exervise of any power imposcd or conferred on him
by or under any nrovision of this Act shall be guilty of an
offennce and ghall b2 liable on summary conviciien io 2 fine
not exeeeding five hundeed dollaps oy to imprispranent for
ne month ov ino beth sach fine and imprisonment.

3. (1) Except with the permuission of the Autherily: poxing of

fa} No cxportable banana shall be bexdd esxcept Dapanas
under the supervision of a boxing plaut opera-
tor pr field packer ¢r his duly authorised agent;

{b) No field packer shall be allowed to box hananas
from anv othey grower whoe is not licensed to
field pack.

-(2) Any grower may apply to the Auathority for a
licence to erect and operate p hoxing plaut on his holding or
to be engaced in the field packing of bananas and the Anthority
mav—havine regard to such factors avd eivenmstances gg way
be preseribed-—erant or vefuse sueh licence,

{3} A licence grantcd under the provision of sub-
seetion (2) of this scction may be revoked by the Anuthority,
if ip the opinion of the Autherity {a) the person to whom
the licence is granted has been proved fo bhe incompetent to
operate boxing plants or {o field pack or has obtained, packed
and presented bananas for export knowing that such bananas
ariginated from a holding which is not licensed for field
packing, av (b} theve hasz been a material breach of the terms
and (Gmhlarm\ under whiclh the licence was issued.

9. (1) During a reception peviod, rejectable bananas shall Prehibition
not ‘he offered for sale to the Association or its agents or to 2Bainst the
Duging Companiay or their agents and any such offer shall S8 1';“' o
be rejecied by the Association or its agents or by the Ruying B aee,”

4 ] . rejectable
Companies or their agents respectively. Bananas,



Bananas to
be  dealt
with in
the
preseribed
upnner.

Exempiions
from duties
and  taxces,

{2) During a cutiing period and within forty-eight
hours before the commencement thereof, the Authority or its
duly autherised ageuts shall have the right to mark or other-
wise identify (without destroying any part of the bunch of)
any rejectable banana belonging to a grower,

A(3) Auny persen who without the permission of the
Antherity sells or offers {or sale to the Association or its
agents or to the baying companies or their agents any rejeet-
able banana the offer for sale of which was previeusly rejected
undey subseetion (1) of this section and zuy person who alds
or abets snch sale op offer for sale commiis an offence and is
liable on summary .2 vietion to a fine not exceediag five
hiundred dollars or te Daprisonnient for ono menth or to both
such fine and imprisonment,

10. (1) All *xp:rcoable bananas shall be grown, harvested,
processed, packes, harddled and otherwize dealt with and
transported in the prescribed manner.

{2y The Aniberity may, In the intercst of research
or with ihe object of @ :vising and testing new and improved
methods of handling tnanas, by licenee under its common
seal exemipt auy growe:s, research officer or other person from
the provisions of thiw -~eclion for the period specified in the
leence, and in that event the provisions of 1his section shall
net apply to that grower. research officcr or ather person
during that peridd.

(3) Any pe-scn who confravenes any of the pro-
visiomg of sabseetion () of this scetion commits an offence
and ig liahle on summary convietion to a fine not exceeding

five hnndred dollars.

11. {2} AIl mgterials, equipment, stores, vehicles and
other goends whatseever, acquired hy the Author-
ity are exempt from customs duty and other
duties, apd taxes.



(h) The .income of the Authority is exempt from
Lability to Iueome Tax.

(13 The Authority may make reculations —

(a) ]\rezsu}'ibing anvibing which an'der the provisions
of this Act is to be prescribed;

(1) reeurding  the praper treatment, selection,
rejection, processing, packing, stacking, hand-
ling, stovage and fransportation of exportable

12

Datinaes;
reeariding boxing plants and operations st hox-
tny plants and feld packing;

peoviding any measures whalsoever for the pro-
teetion of exportable bananus and the muainten-
auce and enhancement of their quality; an'd
cenerally the bettep carrying eut of the pur-
noses of this Act.

(e)

by the Aunihort'y shall have

(2) Regulations made by

no effeet until approved by the Minister,
(2} The regulatizns vontained in the Schedule to this
Act are made under the provisions of thiy section.



