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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS
2020 No. 4.

The Plant Protection and Health (Iimport and Export)
Regulations, 2020

IN ExerCISE of the powers conferred on the Minister responsible
for Agriculture by scction 8 (1)(b), 14 (8) and 21 of the Plant Protection
and Health Act, 2016, Act 6 of 2016, these Regulations are made this
31 day of December, 2019.

PART I-——PRELIMINARY

1. Title
These Regulations may be cited as the Plant Protection and Health
(Import and Export) Regulations, 2020.

2.  Interpretation
In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires—

“Act” means the Plant Protection and Heath Act, 2016;

“additional declaration” means a statement that is required by
an importing country to be entered in a phytosanitary
certificate and which provides specific additional
information relating to the phytosanitary condition of a
consignment;

“beneficial insect” includes insect that scrves the best interests
of human’s including insect pest predators, parasites and
pollinating agents;

“bio-control agent” means any biological agent such as parasite,
predator, parasitoid, microbial organism or self-replicating
entity that is used for control of pests;
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“pack house” means prcmiscs where a plant, a plant product
or regulatcd articlcs for cxport are graded, packaged and
coded for purposcs of cxport ccrtification;

“pathway” includes any means that allows thc entry or spread
of a pest;

“pest risk analysis” means the process of evaluating scientific
and economic evidence to detcrmine whether a plant, plant
product or other regulated article scientific contains a pest
that is regulated or should be regulatcd and the appropriate
strength of phytosanitary measures to be takcn against it;

“regulated article” means a plant, plant product, storage place,
packaging, conveyance, container, soil and any other
organism, object or material capable of harbouring and
spreading pests that require phytosanitary measures
particularly where international movement is involved;

“sced” means propagative material, plants and parts of plants
intended for the propagation and multiplication of a plant
variety;

“timber” includes a tree or any part of a tree which has fallen or
been felled and all wood, whether or not sawn, split, hewn
or otherwise cut up or fashioned;

“tissue cultured plant” means any part of a plant or plant tissue
or plantlet grown under aseptic or sterile conditions in
flasks or other suitable containers on appropriate media
and shall include ex-agar washed plantlets.

PART II—IMPORTATION OF PLANT OR PLANT PRODUCTS

Application for import permit.
(1) A person who wishes to import any plant, plant product or

any other regulated article shall make an application for an importation
permit to the Commissioner responsible for crop inspection and
certification.
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4.  Issuance of an import permit

(1) The Commissioner responsible for crop inspcction and
certification shall if satisficd that the applicant meets the requirements
of importation of a plant, plant product or rcgulated article issue an
import permit in Form B specified in Schedule 11.

(2) The import permit may be subject to such terms and conditions
as the commissioner may dcem appropriate.

(3) Notwithstanding sub rcgulation (2), the terms and conditions
may include—

(a) a requirement for a phytosanitary certificate or its
equivalent;

(b) arequirement for additional declarations;

{c) aspecific designated point of entry for the imports;

(d) applying to consignment specified in the permit only;

(e) the nature of the packaging;

(f)  the nature of the treatment of the consignment;

(g) the validity of the permit; and

(h) presentation of a plant, plant product or regulated article

for inspection at the point of entry.

(4) A person who imports any plant or plant material without a
permit issued under these Regulations commits an offence and is liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding six month or
fine not exceeding two currency points.

(5) In addition to the punishment referred to under sub regulation
(4), the inspector shall seize the plant, plant products or regulated
articles imported by a person convicted under sub regulation (4) and
shall deal with them in accordance with section 19 of the Act.
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(7) Where the quantity that is permissible for importation as specificd
in the import permit is in excess by at least ten percent as specified in the
phytosanitary certificate, the consignment may be allowed upon payment
of an additional inspection fee and import permit fee.

(8) The import permit issued under these Regulations shall not
be transferable or assignable and no amendments shall be made to
the permit unless permitted by the Commissioner responsible for crop
inspection and certification.

(9) A consignment of seed or plant for propagation and regulated
articles including live insects, microbial cultures, bio-control agents,
germplasm and soil shall only be imported through a Plant Quarantine
Station or a designated containment facility.

(10) For purposes of re-exports imported in Uganda the
consignment, shall be accompanied by a phytosamtary certificate and
the re-export phytosanitary certificate.

6. Expiry of the import permit

(1) An import permit issued under regulation 4, shall be valid
for six months from the date of issuc and shall only be used for the
prescribed entry point and specified consignment.

(2) Notwithstanding sub regulation (1), the Commissioner
responsible for crop inspection and certification may, on application,
extend the validity of an import permit for a further period of six
months upon payment of a fee prescribed in Schedule II1.

(3) The application for extension under sub regulation (2), shall
be made in writing to the commissioner with justifiable reasons at least
one month before the expiry of the import permit.

7.  Refusal to grant an import permit.

(1) The Commissioner responsible for crop inspection and
certification may refuse to grant an import permit under these
Regulations and shall give reasons for the refusal in writing within
seven days from the date of the refusal.
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9. Import of live insects, biological control agents or microbial
cultures
(1) Where an application for an import permit in respect of
importation of live insects, micro cultures including mushroom spawns
and algae or biological control agents, the application shall be made to
the Commissioner responsible for crop inspection and certification in
Form C prescribed in Schedule 11.

(2) In addition to the requircments specified in regulation 3 of
these Regulations an application to import made under sub regulation
(1) shall be accompanied by—

(a) proof of a containment facility;

(b) astatement of bio safety Ievels and arrangement;

(¢) a monitoring plan for the imported insect, biological
control agents or microbial cultures;

(d) proof of trained staff to manage the imported inscct,
biological control agents or microbial cultures; and

(¢) acopy of dossicr of the imported insect, biological control
agents or microbial cultures.

(3) A consignment of live insects, micro cultures including
mushroom spawns and algac or biological control agents shall only
enter Uganda through a permissible or designated point of entry with
a specified plant quaranting station or designated containment facility.

10. Importation of timber
(1) The Commissioner for crop protection and certification shall
only issue an import permit in respeet of a consignment for timber if—

(a) the timber is stripped of its bark either squared or rounded;

(b) the timber is accompanied by an official statement that
wood has becn appropriately fumigated or treated,;

(c) the consignment is accompanied by a treatment certificate;

(d) the nature of the treatment or fumigation is endorsed on
the phytosanitary certificate issued by country of origin or
re-export, as the case may be; and
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(1) interccpt the consignment and order that the
consignment be moved to a designated place or
facility further inspection;

(if) order for treatment or fumigation as prescribed;

(iii) order for re-cxport; or

(iv) scize and destroy in accordance with section 19 of
the Act.

(3) An inspector shall not conduct an inspection under these
Regulations except an importer furnishes to the inspector proof of
payment of the inspection fees prescribed in Schedule 1H1.

(4) If the inspector is of the opinion that imported plants, plant

products or regulated articles do not present any risk for spread of -

pests, the inspector shall issue an inspection certificate for cvery
consignment inspected and release the consignment to the importer.

(5) If the inspector is of the opinion that imported plants, plant
products or regulated articles present any risk for spread of pests, the
inspector shall seize and destroy imported plants, plant products or
regulated articles in accordance with section 19 of the Act.

(6) An inspector who seizes and destroys imported plants, plant
products or regulated articles under sub regulation (5), shall issue an
importer a certificatc of destruction for every consignment destroyed
in Form C-1 prescribed in Schedule I1.

13. Precautionary measures on imports

The Commissionerresponsible forinspectionand certification may with
the guidance of the Plant Protcction and Health Technical Committee,
for purposes of protccting plant resources and the environment—

(a) prohibit or restrict importation and entry of any plants,
plant products or other regulated articles;

(b) take any nccessary action to prevent the introduction of or
spread of pests not known to occur in Uganda that may be
caused by imports;
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(3) For a person intending to export a plant, plant product or
regulated article or soil matcrial of uncertain health status, the applicant
shall apply to the Commissioner responsible for crop inspection and
certification in Form D prescribed in Schedule 11 for permission to
cxport.

(4) The permission to export under sub regulation (3) shall be
issued in Form X prescribed in Schedule 1L

15. Proccdure for considering the application.

(1) That upon receipt of the application for a phytosanitary
certificate, the Inspector shall inspect the consignment spccified in the
application upon payment of inspection fees and submit an inspection
report to the Commissioner responsible for crop inspection and
certification within at least three days.

(2) Where the Commissioner responsible for Crop inspcction
and certification is satisfied that the applicant has satisfied all the
requirements shall he or she issue a phytosanitary certificate in Form
E prescribed in Schedule II.

(3) A phytosanitary certificate shall indicate the expiry date of the
certificate based on the nature of the plant, plant product or regulated
article being exported and the means of transportation.

16. Rcfusal to issue a Phytosanitary certificate.

(1) If the Commissioner for crop protection and certification is of
the opinion that the applicant has not fulfilled the requirements for the
grant of the phytosanitary certificate, the commissioner shall refuse to
grant a Phytosanitary certificate and communicate in writing to applicant
and any other relevant authority stating the reasons for refusal to grant
the certificate at least within five days from the date of refusal.

(2) The grounds for refusal include—

(a) failure to comply with the conditions in the import permit
issued by the importing country;
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(3) For purposes of exports relating to fruits and vegetables, the
exporter shall provide with the inspector, prior to the inspection, the
following—

(a) planting returns;
(b) harvest records;
(¢) scouting records; and

(d) agrochemical use record.

19. Export of endangered plants or plant products

Subject to regulation 15 of these Regulations, a person shall only be
issued with phytosanitary certificate to export endangered plants or
plant products if he or she is in possession of CITES permits issued by
the Uganda wildlife Authority.

20. Re-exports

(1) A person intending to re-export plant, plant products or
regulated articles shall make an application to the Commissioner
responsible for inspection and certification for are-export phytosanitary
certificate.

(2) The application shall be in Form A set out in Schedule I1.

(3) Subject to regulation 14 of these Regulations, the Commissioner
responsible for crop inspection and certification shall issue a re-export
Phytosanitary Certificate id he or she is satisfied that-

(a) the phytosanitary certificate or its certified copy where
issued by the exporting country;

(b) the requirements of the importing country have been met;

(c) the consignment has been inspected and found suitable for
re-export;

(d) the applicant has complied with the terms and conditions
in the import permit;

93






Commissioner rcsponsible for crop inspection and certification for
rcgistration of pack house for export under which the export of plant,
plant products or regulated articles for export takes place.

(2) The application for registration of a pack housc shall be
accompanicd by the proof of payment of the prescribed fees specified
in Schedule 111.

(3) The Commissioner responsible for crop inspection and
certification shall prior to issuing a certificate of registration of pack
house, inspect the premises fixturcs, cquipment and other physical
attributes the pack housc to dctermine that the pack house is suitable
for the purpose for which the certificate is to be issucd.

(4) Where the Commissioncer responsible for crop inspection
and certification is satisfied that the pack house, fixtures, equipment
and other physical attributes of the pack house in respect of which an
application 1s made, render the pack house suitable for the purposc, the
Cominissioner responsible for crop inspection and certification shall
issue a certificate of registration of the pack house.

(5) The certificate of rcgistration of a pack house shall be in the
Form G as prescribed in Schedule 11.

23. Alterations of the pack house

(1) A person whose pack housc is registered vnder regulation 22,
shall not make any alteration to the registered pack iouse except with
the approval of the Commissioner responsible for crop inspection and
ccrtification.

(2) A person who intends to make alterations under sub regulation
(1) shall make an application to thc Commissioner responsible for
crop inspection and certification for approval and the application shall
specify the proposed alterations.

24. Issuance of certificate of registration
(1) The Commissioner responsible for crop inspection and
certification shall consider the application made under regulation 22
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(c) the persons in control or management of the pack house
does not operate in accordance with the provisions of
thesc Regulations and the Act.

(2) The Commissioner responsible for crop inspection and
certification shall give a notice of fourtecen days to the persons in
control or management of the pack housc to show causc why the
certificate of registration is not revoked.

(3) If the centificate of rcgistration is revoked, the holder of
the certificate shall surrender the certificate of registration to the
Commissioner responsible for inspection and certification.

(4) A person who refuses to surrender the certificate of
registration under sub rcgulation (3), commits an offence and is liable
on conviction to imprisonment not exceeding six months or fine not
exceeding two currency points or both.

(5) Upon revocation of the certificate of registration of the pack
houses shall be ceasc to opcrate.

PART V—MISCELLANEOUS

26. Packaging
(1) A person who imports or cxports plant, plant products or
regulated articles shail usc packaging that is—

(a) of sufficient strength and scaling to withstand reasonable
handling;

(b) tamper proof;
(¢}  leak proof; and

(d) clean and not previously uscd.

(2) A person who fails to comply with sub regulation (1) shall
have his or her plant, plant products or regulated articles confiscated
and dcstroyed in accordance with the provisions of the Act.
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{b) be legible, durable and distinct from any other plant, plant
products or regulated articles on the market.

(4) A plant, plant products or rcgulated articles that is imported
in contravention of this rcgulation shall be treated as illegally imported
materials and section 19 of the Act shall apply.

28. Tampering with a package
(1) A person shall not—

(a) tamper with the packaged plant, plant products or regulated
articles;

(b) willfully remove;

(c) alter; or

(d) deface,

the prescribed tags, labels, marking or other information placed on the
package of plant, plant products or regulated articles.

(2) A person who contravenes this provision commits an offence
and is, on conviction liable to a fine not exceeding two currency points
or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding six months or both.

29. Transportation

(1) A person transporting plant, plant product or regulated
articles shall use means of transport that secure the plant, plant product
or regulated articles from exposure to damage, contamination or the
likely spread of pests.

(2) An inspector may intercept and inspect a vehicle, container or
any other means of conveyance used to transport a plant, plant product
or other regulated articles and require a person in charge or control of
the means of conveyance to restrain from moving it until the plant,
plant product or other regulated articles is inspected.

30. Cooperation with other government agencies

(1) In the performance of their functions, an inspector or the
Commissioner, shall cooperate with other ministries, departments or
agencies of Government.
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(2) The appeal under sub regulation (1) shall be made in writing
within thirty days from the date of the decision.

33. Unclaimed plant, plant products or regulated articles

(1) An inspector may destroy or otherwise dispose of any plant,
plant product or regulated article which on importer abandons or which
remains unclaimed at a quarantine station for at least six months, or
within reasonable time, in the case of perishables.

(2) The destruction or disposal referred to in sub regulation (1)
shall be at the expense of the importer or owner but where the owner
or importer is not traceable, the destruction shall be at the expense of
Government.
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SCHEDULE I
FORMS

FORM A
Regulation 3

THE PLANT PROTECTION AND HEALTH ACT, 2016
APPLICATION FORM FOR IMPORT PERMIT OF PLANTS,
PLANT PRODUCTS OR REGULATED ARTICLES

(Please read the instructions given below carefully)

I/We  hercby apply for a Plant Importation Permit to
IMPOIt. .. e e into Uganda from.........coooeviiennnnn.
1. Nature of iMPOrt ...covvrere i v ea e eaenas

(Whether plant, plant product or regulated article)

Quantity tobe imported ...
4, Name and address of IMPOMCT(S) «uvevvnireiieriiiiriii e eeneane
5 Namcandaddress Of EXPOrer(s) ....ovvvvinvniiiennvniineniniiininninnn..
6 Namec of vesscl or particulars of route ......covvvvenininiiniiiiiiinn,

(Whether air freight, air parcel post, surface post, surface freight)
7. The purpose of the IMPOrtS.....e e eviie it it iis e e s st e cve s see s e
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FORM B
Regulation 4

THE PLANT PROTECTION AND HEALTH ACT, 2016
Permit No....................

IMPORT PERMIT PLANTS, PLANT PRODUCT OR
REGULATED ARTICLES

Date: .vvvreiiiiiiiiiereirenenrerne

The importer must furnish the supplicr with a copy of this Import Permit
before plants, plant products and regulated articles are dispatched.

..................................................................

..........................................................................................
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Subject to the following conditions:

1.  All plants/plant products/regulated articles to be produce and grown in

2. Theconsignment to be inspected on arrival and the importing authority
reserves the right to treat, destroy or refuse the importation.

3. Plants, plant products or rcgulated articles shall be entircly free from
soil, chaff and/or leaf mould.

4, Each consignment shall be¢ accompanicd with an original copy of this
Import Permit and Phytosanitary Certificate (International model or its
equivalent) from country of origin.
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Additional declaration:

................................................................................

Failure to furnish the required certificates may resultin prehibition
of entry of the plant/plant products/regulated articles.

5. Packaging: The following materials must not be used: banana leaves,
maize, rice, sorghum, palm, wheat straw, soil or lcaf mould. If any
other plant residuc is used as packaging matcrial, the consignment
must be accompanicd by a certificate stating: All pests have becn
killed before usc of the material cither by heating to 180°F/83°C, for
ten minutes or by chemical trcatment. (N.B.: Details to be stated on
Phytosanitary Ceriificatc).

This permit is valid for six months from the date of issue, but may be
cancelled at any time by the Commissioner Crop Protection or by an
officer Authorized by the Commissioner to issue the permit on his or her
behalf.

---------------------------------------------

Official Stamp

.............................................

Title of Authorized Officer






FORM C
Regulation 9

THE PLANT PROTECTION AND HEALTH ACT, 2016
APPLICATION TO IMPORT LIVE INSECTS, MICRO
CULTURES OR BIOLOGICAL CONTROL AGENTS

Name and the address of the applicant .......oooiiiiiiiii i e,

1. The details of the live insects and or Biological Control agents to be

imported
2 Quantity to be imported ..o e
3 Country of OFIZIN w.iriieieiii it ce e e ea e
4 Name and address of importer(s) if different from the applicant ......
5 Name and address of Exporter(s).........ccocvveiivviviniinnininnnnans
¢ Name of vessel or particulars of route...........oovevvriiieiiiinnnienns

..................................................................................

.....................................................................

(Whether air freiglt, air parcel post, surface post, surface freight)

Documentation

1. The application Must be accompanied by a dossier detailing the
nature of the live insccts or the biological control agents
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FORME
Regulation 15 (2)

THE PLANT PROTECTION AND HEALTH ACT, 2016
PHYTOSANITARY CERTIFICATE

No.

TO: Plant Protection Organization(s) of

L Description of Consignment

(a) Name and address of cxporter:

(b) Declared name and address of consignee:

(¢) Import permit Number:

(d) Number and description of packages:

(¢) Distinguishing marks:

(f)  Place of origin:

(g) Declared means of conveyance:

(h)  Declared point of entry:

(i) Name of produce and quantity declared:

() Botanical name of plants:

This is to certify that the plants, plant products or other regulated articles
described hercin have been inspected and/or tested according to appropriate
official procedures and are considered to be free from the quarantine pests
specified by the importing contracting party and to conform with the current
phytosanitary requirements of the importing contracting party, including
those for regulated non-quarantine pests.

They are deemed to be practically frec from other pests. *

II. Additional Declaration

2RO PPIPIRINNN0LEt0sc0sbdbonEnEBORIVORTSIOESIOIIOIDOIS seseessssssenvsssne
-------- P PRSI ERL000ENINTRloEnrR0NE00s00000sssIEEPIRISIIIRIRITRIPSORRRERIdlSRRRRTRORS

-------------------- $ U SN O N NOAs 0Nl eP IR0 NNNssENRPREsessODAsRbiNRasRARSEIDD
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FORMF
Regulation 20 (6)

THE PLANT PROTECTION AND HEALTH ACT, 2016
RE-EXPORT PHYTOSANITARY CERTIFICATE

Phytosanitary Certificate No.

Plant Protection Organization of (contracting party of re-
cxport)

TO: Plant Protection Organization(s) of (contracting party (ics) of
import)

L. Description of Consignment
(1) Namecandaddressofcxporter:
(b) Dcclared name and address of consignce:
(c) Import pcrmit Number:
(d) Number and description of packages:
(c) Distinguishing marks:
(f) Placc of origin:
(g) Declarcd means of conveyance:
(h) Declared point of ecntry:
(i)  Nameofproduce and quantity declared:
()  Botanical name of plants:

This is to certify that the plants, plant products or other regulated articles
described above were imported into (contracting party of
re-export) from (contracting party of origin)
covered by Phytosanitary certificate No. ,

*original o certified true copy o of which is attached to this certificate; that
they are packed orepacked o in original o *new o containers, that based on
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FORM H

THE PLANT PROTECTION AND HEALTH ACT, 2016

APPLICATION FOR FORM X (FOR PLANTS, PLANT PRODUCTS
OR REGULATED ARTICLES OF UNKNOWN PLANT HEALTH
STATUS)

(Please read the instructions given below carefully)

I.  Name and address of applicant .......coceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiirieas
2. Country of IMPOT ...iuiiiiiiiiiriiiiiieieiiiarriceient et rrraeeeaeaenas
3. Materials to be exported.......oiciiiiiiiiiiiii e

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Whether plant, plant product or regulated article)

4. Quantity 1o be eXported ....veieiiiiiiiii e
5. Country Of OTIZIN ceineniiiieiiei et eeeeeer et e ree e e eraensean
6. Namc and address of cxporter (s) (if different from the applicant) ......
6 The project 10 be supported .......ceeveiviieeeeieirveeeeecrierieiieenees

.................................................................................

...............................................................................

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------






FORM X
Regulation 14 (4)

THE PLANT PROTECTION AND HEALTH ACT, 2016
RE-EXPORT PHYTOSANITARY CERTIFICATE

FORM X: AUTHORITY/LICENCE TO EXPORT PLANT/SOIL
MATERIALS OF UNCERTAIN HEALTH STATUS

In accordance with Section .... Of the Plant Protection and Health Act, 2011
the National Plant Protection Organisation hereby authonses:

DI/MIIMISIMISSIMS .ottt e r et ee et e e
Of i e e
(the*Licencec™)to1aKeto . ouuieie e e e eeceieer e vreverrieneaenas (Country)
bCtWEEN e and e
(DaLCS) vt e e et {Matcrial)
from ..oeiiiiniiiiieiiecienns {country), with the agrecement of the National

Plant Protection Organisation of the importing country, and for rescarch
purposcsindesignated laboratorics as specified in the Plant Health Regulations

of the IMPOrting COUNMTY ......ceivevieiniinrmineiiteennrriaciraaenrneeaaes

matcrial(s) specified above, possibly infected with pathogenic pests or pest
arthropods.

This licence/authority is subject to all other provisions of the above law and
the International Plant Protection Convention 1997 and to the following
conditions:
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APPENDIXTOLICENCE/AUTHORITYNO...... sereecserserassersranaronens

National Plant Protection Organisation

A Materials to be exported

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
....................................................................................
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.................................................................................

................................................

.................................................................................

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.................................................................................
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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FORM J
THE PLANT PROTECTION AND HEALTH ACT, 2016

PACK HOUSE REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE
Centificate No............
A Pack house Certificate is hereby granted to-

............ AdAIess.....vviiiiiiiiii
For handling packing of plant, Plant product or regulated article at
.................................................................... for the period as

The Centificate is subject to the following conditions and standards.

1. The pack house must meet the minimum standards as per the
registration requirements at all times.

2. The registration is only valid for the premise inspected and registered

3. Registration of the premise is independent of the inspection of
consignment

4.  Upon registration, the proprietors of the pack house-
(a)  shall rencw the certificate upon expiry (valid for one year); or

(b)  if not renewed for one year, the Dealer shall have to apply to
renew.

Signature..........ccoevevevuveieininn.
Commissioner responsible for
Crop Inspection and Certification
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