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[Text] Hanoi VNA May 20 — The Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has issued a
statement on the territorial sea. the contigucus zone. the exclusive economic zone. and the continental
shelf of Vietnam.

The statement which is dated May 12, 1977, and has been approved by the Standing Commitiee of the
SRV National Assembly. reads in full as follows:

The Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,

After approval by the Standing Committee of the Nanhonal Assembly of the Socialist Republic of
YVictnam,

Dectares that it hus defined the territorial sea. the contiguous zone . the exclusive economic zone and the
conunental shelf of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam as follows:

[. The ternitorial sea of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has a breadth of 12 nautical miles measured
from a baseline which links the furthest seaward points of the coast and the ocutermost points of
Vietnamese offshore islands, and which is the low-water line along the coast.

The waters on the landward side of the bascline constitute imternal waters of the Socralist Republic ot
Vietam.

The Socdist Republic of Vietnam exereises full ind complete sovercigniy over its territorial sea as well
as the superjacent air space and the bed and subsoil of the territorial sea.

2. The contiguous zone on the Sociilist Republic of Vietnawn s o 12-nuuncal-nike marinme zone
adjacent to and beyond the Vietnamese territorial sea, with which icfarms a zone of 24 nautical mites from
the bascline used to measure the breadth of the territorial sea.

The Government of the Soctalist Republic of Vietnam exercises the necessary control in its contiguous
cone I order 1o see 1o its security and custom and fiscal interests and o ensure respect for its saniary,
cmigration and mvmigration regulations within the Vietnamese territory or territorial sen.

3. The exclusive economic zene of the Sociabist Republic of Vietnam is adjacent ta the Vietnamese
- territonal s and forms with it a 200-nautical-mile zone trom the baseline used w measure the breadth of
Vietnam's territorial sea.

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam has sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring. exploiting.
conserving and managing atl nataral resources, whether living or non-living, of the waters. the bed and
subsoil of the exclusive economic zone of Vietnam: it has exclusive rights and jurisdiction with regard to
the establishment and use of installations and structures. artifictal islands: exclusive jurisdiction with
regard to other activities for the economic exploration and exploitation of the exclusive economic zone:
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exclusive jurisdiction with regard to scientific research in the exclusive economic zone of Vietnam:, the
Soctalist Republic of Vietnam has jurisdiction with regard o the preservition ot the marme eavironment,
amd activitios for pollution control and abatement mn the exclusiye coconmmic sone of ¥ienron.

4. The comdnental shell ul i Svecialist Republic ol Vi compses thie scabed and subsoil of e
submarine arcas that extend bevond the Vietnamese werrornial sea throughout the natural prolongation
ol the Vietnamese Lind territary to the outer edge of the continental nurgin. or to a distanee of 200
nauticul miles from the baseline used to measure the breadth of the Victnamese tereitonial sea where the
vuter edge of the continental margin does not extend up to that distunce,

The Socialist Republic of Vietnem excrcise sovereign rights over the Vietnamese continental shell in
the exploration, exploitation. preservation and management of all nutural resources consisting of mineral
and other non-living resources. together with living organisms belonging to sedentary species thercon.

5. The islands and archipelagos, forming an integral part of the Vietnamese territory and beyond the
Vietnamese territorial sea mentioned in Paragraph 1, have their own territorial sea, contiguous zones,
exclusive economic zones and continental shelves, determined in accordunce with the provisions of
Paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this statement.

6. Proceeding from the principles of this statement, specific questions relating to the territonal sea,
the contiguous zone, the exclusive economic zone, and the continental shelf of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam will be dealt with 1n detard i further regulatons, in accordance with the principle of defending
the sovereignty and interests of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. and in keeping with international law
and practices.

7. The Goverament of the Sucialist Repubhic of Victnam will scttle with the countrics concerned,
through negotiations on the basis of mutual respect for independence and sovereignty. in accordance with
international aw and practices, the matters rclating to the mariime zones and the continental shell of
each country.



