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THE MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
AND ENVIRONMENT

DECISION No. 06/2003/QD-BTNMT OF
SEPTEMBER 19, 2003 PROMULGATING THE
REGULATION ON ORDER AND
PROCEDURES OF GRANTING PERMITS FOR
MINERAL ACTIVITIES



THE MINISTER OF NATUHAL RESOURCES
AND ENVIRONMENT

Pursuant to the Minorat { aw of March 20, 1996,

Pursuant to the Government's Decres No. 76/
2000NO-CP of Dacembiar 15, 2000 detailing the
implementation of the Mineral L.aw {amended);

Pursuant to the Government's Decree No.91/2002/
ND-CP of November 11, 2002 defining the functions,
tasks, powers and organizational structure of the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment;

At the proposal of the director of Vietnam
Geological and Mineral Administration and the
director of the Legaf Depantmern,

DECIDES:

Article 1.- To promulgate together with this
Decision the Regulation on order and procedures of
granting permits for mineral activities.

Article 2.- This Decision takes implerhentation effect
15 days after its publication in the Official Gazette.

it reptaces Decision No.17/2001/QD-BCN of
March 23, 2001 of the Minister of Indusiry
promuigating the Regulation on procedures for
licensing the mineral activities (amended).

Article 3.- The ministers, the heads of the
ministerial-level agencies, the heads ot the
Government-attached agencies, the presidents of the
provincial/municipal People’s Committees and
concerned organizations as well as individuals shall

have to implement this Decision.

Minister of
Natural Resotrees and Environmoint
WAL AFTRUC

REGULATION ON ORDER AND PROCEDURES
OF GRANTING PERMITS FOR MINERAL
ACTIVITIES

(Promulgated together with Decision No.06/2003/Q1-
BTNMT of September 18, 2003 of the Minister of
Natural Resources and Environment)

Chapter |

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1.- Regulation scopa

This Regulation prescribes the order and
procedures ot granting, extending, permitting the
return of, mineral prospection permits, mineral

~ exploration permits, mineral exploitation permits and

mineral processing permmits; the allowance for ransfer
of rights to mineral activities or continued
performance of the rights to mineral activities in case
of lawful inheritance (hereinafter referred coliectively
to as grahting of permits for mineral activities) and
registration of mineral activities.

Article 2.- Subjects of application

. This Regulation applies to agencies performing
the State management over Minerals and the other
concerned agencies; Vietnamese sconomic
organizations set up and operating under the Law on
State Fntarprises, the Law on Enterprises, the Law
on Cooperatives and foreign organizations or joint-
venture organizations involving foreign parties
ogperating in Vietnram under the Law on Forsign
Investment in Vietnam when they apply far mineral
activity permits.

Article 3.- Gompetonce 1o grant permits for

mineal activilies

. The Ministry ot Natiral Resources and



Eznvironment shail grant permits of the following types:

a/ The mineral prospection permits;
b/ The mineral exploration permits,

¢/ The permits for exploitation and processing of
assorted minerals, except for mineral exploitation
permits and mineral processing permits which fall
under the granting competance of the provincial/
municipal People’s Committees as prescribed in
Clause 2 of this Article.

df Permits for exploitation, permits for processing
of minerals for use as commaon construction materials
irt case af granting to foreign arganizations or joint-
venture organizations involving foreign parties.

2. The provincial/municipal People’s Commitlees
shail grant permits of the following types:

a/ Permits for fullest exploitation' of assorted
minerals in fullest exploitation areas already approved
hy the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment; '

b/ Permits for exploitation, permits for processing

of minerats for use as common construction materials

and peat for domestic organizations {even for areas
adjacém to provinces or ce'ntral%y-run'cﬁies) after the
Ministry of Naturat Resources and Environment has
granted the exploration permits and approved the
exploration result reports. '

Chapter i}

MINERAL PROSPECTION PERMITS
Article 4.- Dossiers of application for mineral
prospeaction permits
Such a dossier shall inciude:

1. An application for a mineral prospection permit
{made according to set form), enclosed with 4 maps

of the prospection area. The boundaries of mineral
prospection areas shall be zoned in squares, each
sizing 1 km x 1 km on the topographical maps of a
scale being not smaller than 1:100,000 according to
the systemm of square coordinates VN2000 {according
to sef formy}.

2. The mineral prospection scheme clearly stating
the geological foundations and types of mineral to
be prospected for, prospection methods and volume;
propection duration, tempo, cost estimate and
financial sources;

~ 3. The copy of the written certification of the legal
person status, notarized by State Notary Public, of
the organization applying for the mineral prospection
permit.

Article 5.- Dossiers of application for extension
of mineral propection permits :

Dossiers of application for permit extensibn-must
be submitted to the receiving agency 30 days before
the permits expire, each including: '

1. An application for extension (made according
to set form}.

2. The report on mineral prospection results and
work volume, funding already impiemented by the
time of application for extension.

In casaes where mineral prospectfon perrhits have
already expired while the dossiers of application for
extension thereof are being scrutinized, such permits
shall continue to be effective until the extension
decision is issued or the written refusal of exiension

is obtained,

Article 6.~ Dossiers of application for return of
mineral prospection permits

Such a dossier shall include



1. The application for return of a permit (made

according to set form);

2. The report on mineral prospection results and
work volume, funding already implementad hy the
time of returning the permit.

Chapter ill

MINERAL EXPLORATION PERMITS

Article 7.- Dossiers of application for mineral
exploration permits

Such a dossier shall include:

1. The application for a mineral exploration permit
{(rade dccording to set formy;

2. The scheme on mineral exploration, made
according to regulations, enclosed with 4 maps of
the mineral exploration area, drawn on the
opographical map of the square coordinate system
VN2000 according to the principles:

a/ The boundaries of the mineral exploration areas
of ane square kilomatre (1km2} or over shall be
marked off in closed squares on the map of 1:50,000
scale (made according to set form);

b/ Exploration areas of iess than one square
kilometer (1km?) shall be marked off on the map of
not tess than 1: 5,000 scale {according to set form).

3. The copy of the written certification of the legal
person status with authentication by the State Notary
Public, for the applicanis being domestic
organizations, or the copy of the investment license
(if any) with authentication of the State Notary Pubiic,
for the applicants being foreign organizations or joint-
vertures invelving foreign parties.

Article 8.- Dossiars of application for extension

of mineral exploration permits

The dossiers of application for extension of
mineral exploration permits must be submitted to the
receiving agencies thirty (30) days before the permits
axpire, each inchuding:

1. The application for extension of the mineral
exploration permit (according to set form);

2. The report on exploration results, the
implemented exploration volume and expenditures;
the continued-exploration program, volume and cost
estimate;

3. The map of the exploration area, subtracting at
least thirty percent (30%) of the area licensed
previously,

In cases where the mineral exploration permits

- have expired while the extension application dossiers

are being scrutinized, such permits continue to be
effective until the extension is granted or the written
refusal of extension is issued.

Article 9.- Dossiers of application for return of
mineral exploration permits or return of part of the

- mineral exploration areas

Such a dossier shall include:

1. The application for return of a mineral
exploration permit {(according to set form) or return
of part of the mineral exploration area (according to
set form);

2. The repart on mineral exploration results,
compleled exploration volume and impiemented
exploration expenditures by the time of teturning the
permit or part of the area inscribed in the permit;

3. The map of the arca to be continuously
axplorad; the to be-continued exploration valume,



cost estimate and program {for case of partial roturn

of exploration arcas),

Article 10.-Dossiors of application tor transfor of

mineral exploration rights

Such a dossiar shall include:

1. The application for transter of minerai
exploration right (according to set farm), enclosed
with the contract on transfer of mineral exploration
right and the list of to be- transterred assets and their

values;

2. The report on exploration resuits, implemented
work valume and expenditures and relevant
prescribed obiigations already {fuifilled by the time of
applying for transfer of exploration rights;

3. The copy of a written certification of the iegal
person slalus with authentication of the State Notary
Public, for the applicants being domestic
arganizations, or the copy of the investment license
(if any) with authentication of the State Notary Public,
for the applicants being foreign organizations or joint-
ventures involving foreign parties.

The transfer of exploration rights shall be
approved by way of granting new exploration permits
i replacement of the granted ones.

Article 11.- Dassiers of application for continued
performance of the mineral exploration rights

Such a dossier shal include:

1. The application for continuad performance of
mineral exploration tights {made according to set
form); the report on exploration results, implemented
work volume and oxpenditures and program for

continued exploration,

2. The copy of the legal documents avthonticatod
by the State Notary Public proving that organtz alons

or individuals are lawful heira of the minerai
exploration rights;

3. The copy of the written certification of the legal
person status, with authentication of the State Notary
Public, of the organization being lawful hair.

The continued performance of minerat exploration
rights shall be approved by way of granting
expioration permis to organizations being lawful heirs
in replacement of the granted permits.

Chapter IV

MINERAL EXPLOITATION PERMITS

Article 12.- Dossiers of application for mineral
exploitation permits

Such a dossier shall include:

1. The application for a minaral exploitation parmit
(made according to set form), enclosed with 4 rhaps
of the mineral exploitation area, made on the
background of the topographical map of the scale of
not smaller than 1: 5,000 according to the square
coordinate system VN 2000 (according to set forms).

2. The prescribed competent State agency’s
decision approving the report on exploration results
and mineral deposit;

3. The feasibility study report on mineral
exploitation, enclosed with the prescribed approval

decision;

4. The repoart on environmental impact
assessment or the written registration for
achicvermnent of environmental standards approved
ot cortified by a competent State hody according to
law provisions on enviranment protection;

. The copy of a written certilication of the legal



person status, with authentication of the State Notary
Pubtic, for the applicants being domaestic
- organizations other than those already granted the
explaration permils, or the copy of the investment
license with authentication of the State Notary Public,
for the applicants being foreign organizations or joint-
ventures involving foreign parties.

Article 13.- Dossiers of application for extension
of mineral exploitation parmits

The dossiers of extension application must be filed
to the recelving agencies ninety (90) days before the
permits expire, each including:

1. The application for extension of a mineral
exploitation permit {according to set formy};

2. The map of the present exploitation field at the
time of applying for extension, enclosed with the

report on exploitation results by the time of applying -

for extension; the remaining mineral deposits and
areas to be continuously exploited according to the
application.

In cases where the mineral exploitation permits
have expired while the extension dossiers are being
processed, such permits continue to be effective until
the extension is allowed or the written refusal of
exfension is issued.

Article 14.- Dossiers of application for return of
mineral exploitation permits or part of the mineral

exploftation areas

Such a dossier shall include:

1. The application for yeturn of a mineral
exploitation permit {made according to set form) or
return of part of a mineral exploitation area (made

according to set formj,

2, The map of the present exploitation field,

enciosad with the reporl on mineral exploitation

resulls by the time of applying for the retum ot permit

-of part of the exploitation aroa;

4. The scheme on field closure, which has aiready
been appraised and approved according to faw
provisions, for cases of retun of exploitation permits.

Article 15.- Dossiers of application for transfer of
mineral exploitation rights

Such a dossier shall include:

1. The application for transfer of mineral
exploitation rights {according to set form} and the
contract on transfer of mineral exploitation rights,

“enclosed with the list of the to be- transferred assets

with their values:

2. The report on exploitation results ang
obligations futfilled by the time of applying for fransfer
of the exploHation rights, enclosed with the map of
the present exploitation field at the time of applying
for transfer:

3. The copy of the writien certitication of the legal
person status with authentication by the State Notary

~ Pubtic for the applicants Lwiny domestic

organizations, or the copy of the investmentlicense
with authentication by the State Notary Public for the
applicants heipg foreign organizations or joint-
ventures involving foreign parties.

The transfer of the exploitation rights shall be
approved by way of granting exploitation permits to
the transterees in replacement of the granted ones.

Article 16.- Dossiors of application for continued

pertormance ot mineral exploitaion rights

Sueh a dossier shall include:

1. The application for continued periormance of



the Tmnaral exploitation rights {made according to set
formy;

2. Tha copy of the legal document with
authentication of the State Notary Public, proving that
the organization or individual is lawful heir of the
mineral exploitation rights;

3. The copy of the written certification of the Jegal
person status, with authentication of the State Notary
Public, of the organization entitled to the lawtul
inheritance;

4. The map of the presént exploitation tield,
enclosed with the report on mineral exploitation
results by the time of épp!y_ing for continued
performance of the mineral exploitation rights.

The continued performance of mineral exploitation '

rights shall he approved by way of granting mineyal
exploitation permits to organizations being fawful
heirs, in replacement of the granted ones.

Chapter V

MINERAL PROCESSING PERMITS

Articte 17.- Dossiers of 'applicaﬁon for mineral
processing bermits

Such a dossier shall include:

1. The application for a mineral processing permit
{according to set form),

2. The mineral-processing feasibility study report,
anclosed with the approval decision as prescribed,

3. The copy of the written certification of the legal
person status with authentication of the State Notary
Public for the applicants being domestic
arganizations, of the copy of the investment license
for mineral processing with authentication of the State

Notary Public for the applicants heing foreign
organizations or joint- ventures involving foreign

pariies;

4. The report on environmental impact
assessment or the written registration for
achievement of environmental standards, already
approved of cedified by the compelent State body

according to iaw provisions on environment

profection.

Article 18.- Dassiers of application for extension
of mineral processing permits

The dossiers of application for extension of
mineral processing permits must be filed to the
receiving agencies ninety (90} days before the permits
expire, each including: |

1. The application for extension of a mineral
processing permit {according to set form};

. 2. The report on mineral processing results by the
time of applying for extension, the volume of minerals
1o be continuously processed.

In cases where the mineral processing permits
have expired while the dossiers of application for
exténéion are beiny processed, such'_pérr'ﬁits shall
continue to be effective uniil the extension is granted
or the writien refusal of extensian is issued withclear
repty on the reasons thevefor.

Article 19.- Dassiers of application tor réturn of
mineral processing permis

Such a dossier shall include:

1. The application for return of a mineral
progessing permit (accotding o set form);

2. The report on mineral processing resulls as
from the date the permit ook eifect til the time of

returning the pernmit.



Article 20.- Dossiers of application for transfer of
mineral processing rights

Such a dosster shali include:

1. The application for transfer of the mineral
processing rights {(according to set form);

2. The contract on transfer of mineral processing
rights, enclosed with the list of to be transferred assets
and their values; the report on mineral processing
restilts and the obligations already fulfilied by the time
of applying for transfer of mineral 'processing rights;

3. The copy of the written certification of the legai
person status with authentication of the State Notary
Public for the applicants being domestic
organizations, or the copy of the investment license
with authentication of the State Notary Public for the
applicants being foreign brganizations or 1oih1-
ventures involving foreign parties.

The transfer of mineral processing rights shall be
approved by way ot granting mineral processing
permits 1o the transferees, in replacement of the
granted ones.

Article 21.- Dossiers of application:for continued
performance of mineral processing rights

Such a dossier shali include:

1. The application for continued performance of
mineral processing rights (according to set form},

2. The copy of the‘jagat document authenticated
by the State Notary Pubiic proving that the
organization or individual lawfully inherits the mineral

proressing rights;

3. The copy of the written certification of the legal
person status of the lawful inheriting organization,
which is authenticated by the State Notary Public;

4. The report on minaral processing resuits and
the plan on continuing to carry out the mineraj
pracessing activities.

The continued parformance of the mineraj
processing rights shall be permitted by way of
granting the mineral processing permits to lawful
Inheriting organizations, in replacement of the granted
ones.

Chapter Vi

IMPLEMENTATION ORDER

Article 22.- Agencies raceiving and appraising

- dossiers of mineral activitias

1. Vietham Geological and Mineral Administration
is the body assisting the Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environment in receiving and appraising the
dossiers of application for mineral activity permits and
pfopose the Minister of Natura! Resources and
Environment to consider and decide on the granting
of mineral activity permits according to competence
prescribed in Clause 1, Article 3 of this Regulation.

| 2. The provincial/municipal Services of Natural
Resources and Environment sghall act as bodies
assisting the provincial/municipal People’s
Committees in receiving and appraising dossiers of
application for mineral activity permits and propose
the provincial/municipa!l People’s Committee
president to consider and decide on the granting of
mineral activity permilts according to competence
prescribed in Clause 2, Article 3 of this Regulation.

. 3. Vigtnam Geologicai and Mineral Administration
and the provincial/municipal Services of Natural
Resources and Environment shall have to guide
organizations and individuals in impiementing the
regulations on order and procedures of granting



permits for mineral activities.

4. in cases where the wrilten replies of the
concerned a'g'é'ncies contain divergent opinions, the
receiving agencies shall have to organize the
exchanges of ideas in order to reach unanimity, and
report them to the Minister of Natural Resources and
Environment or the provincial/municipal People’s
Commitiee presidents for consideration and
decisions according to competence.

Article 23.- Implementation arder

1. For dossiers of application for minerai éctivity
permits, within 45 days after receiving complete and

valid dossiers of domestic organizations and 80 days -

after receiving complete and valid dossiers of foreign

organizations or joint-ventu'res involving foreign -

parties (the above duration_doeé not include the time
for gathering comments of the concerned agencies),
the receiving agencies shall have to complete the

appraisal of dossiers, and submit them to the

competent State bodies for cdnsidering the'granting
of parmits.

2. For dossiers of application for extension, return -
of permits, return part of the mineral activity areas, .

transfer of mineral activity rights, continued
performance of mineral acﬁﬁt‘ty' rights in case of lawfui
inheritance of mineral activity rights, within 30 days
after receiving the complete and valid dossiers, the
receiving agencies must complete the appraisal of
the dossiers and submit them to the competent State
hodies for considering and deciding an the granting
or noni-granting of permits,

3. Within 7 days after receiving the complete and
valid dossiers submitted_ by the receiving agancies,
the competent State bodies shall consider and decide
on the yranting or non-granting of mineral activity
permits and transfer the dossiers back to the

receiving agencies.

4. The recelving agencies shall have to hand mineral
activity permits to the applying organizations or reply in
writing on the reasons for non-granting of permits.

Chapter Vil

MINERAL ACTIVITY REGISTRATION,
NOTIFICATION

Article 24,- Mineral activity registration,
notification '

~ The registration of, and notification on, mineral
activities shall be mads on the following principles:

1. The mineral activity permits grantéd by the

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment must

be registered at Vietnam Geological and Mineral

* Administration and sent to the provincial/municipal

Services of Natural Resources and Environment

together with the maps of the mineral activity areas

for operation notification and management
coordination.

2, The mineral activity permits granted by the
provincial/municipal People’s Committees must be
registered at the provincial/municipal Services of
Naturat Resources and Environment and filed to
Vietnam Geological and Mineral Administration
together with the map of the mineral activity area for
monitoring and management coordination.

3. In cases where the exploitation of minerals for
use as comman construction materials does not
require mineral exploitation permits as provided for
in Articla 62 of the Government's Dacree No. 76/2000/
ND-CP of December 15, 2000, detailing the
implementation of the Mineral Law (amended), befare
conducting the exploitation, organizations and



individuals must register their exploitation output,
volume, methods and equipment, enclosed with
- axploitation programs and plans, at the provincialf
municipal Services of Natural Resources and

Environment.

Article 25.- Managing and monitoring the situation
of granting the mineral activity permits

Vietnam Geological and Mineral Adrministration shall
have to assist the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment in managing, summing up and making
hiannual, annual reports on the situation of granting
mineral activity permits throughout the country.

The provincial/municipal Services of Natural
Resources and Environment shall have to assist the
provincialt/municipal People’s Committees in

managing, Summing up and making guarterly and’

annual reports on the situation of granting mineral

activity permits within their localities’ scope of -

administrative man'agemém and send the guarterly

reports to Vietnam Geological and Minerals
Administration.

Chapter vill

IMPLEMENTATION PROVISIONS

Article 26.- Implementation organization

The director of Vietnam Geological and Mineral
Administration, the directors of the provincial/
municipal Services of Natural Resources and
Environment shall have to guide, urge and inspect
the implementation of this Regulation. If any problems
arise in the course of implementation, they should
be promptly reported to the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment for consideration and

decision,

_ Minister of
Natural Resources and Environment
MAt Al TRUC





