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1 Foreword

This Plan outlines Western Australia’s (WA’s) approach to managing existing and
potential invasive species that can harm the state’s economy, environment and
people. Invasive species® in the context of this Plan refers to plants and vertebrate
animals that can cause undesirable impacts on economic, environmental and social
assets and values.

Addressing the threat posed by these species to WA makes a major contribution to
strengthening our agricultural and other primary industries, protecting our
environment and our overall commitment to biosecurity.

We have shared responsibilities in working to protect our unique and valued
environments and our lifestyles from the impacts of invasive species. Invasive
species prevention, eradication, containment and targeted asset protection are tasks
for all Western Australians. The Plan has been prepared within government to
provide leadership through its strategies and actions. Implementation over the next
five years requires active involvement by government, industry, community and
individual landholders.

Preparation of the Plan is timely. One of the observations made in the WA Auditor-
General’s 2013 review of the state’s management of terrestrial plant and animal
invasive species was that "Western Australia lacks an integrated statewide plan for
managing pests and respective roles and responsibilities of government agencies are
not clearly defined”. The Auditor-General recommended that the Department of
Agriculture and Food, Western Australia (DAFWA) develop a statewide plan for the
management of declared pests. This plan has been prepared in consultation with
other government agencies in response to that recommendation.

The Plan has been prepared by staff from the Departments of Agriculture and Food,
Parks and Wildlife, and Fisheries. Other relevant agencies and organisations have
provided input to the content. The Plan is consistent with the WA State Biosecurity
Strategy being prepared by the state’s biosecurity agencies in consultation with the
Biosecurity Council, and with the state’s national obligations.

The lead agency for the implementation of the Plan is DAFWA. The department will
work within its resource capacity and collaborate with other relevant organisations to
implement this Plan and improve outcomes for invasive species management across
WA. Its successful implementation will generate significant benefits for our well-
being, economy and environment.

! See Box 1 and the glossary for a definition of ‘invasive species’ as used in this Plan.
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2 Executive summary

Invasive species’ are not welcome in WA. Undesirable plants and animals which are
already present cause serious economic losses for our agricultural, forest and fishing
industries, adversely affect our unique environments and biodiversity, and cause
harm to our community well-being.

This Plan describes actions for the prevention, eradication and containment of and
targeted asset protection from invasive species that can harm our economy,
environment and way of life. Underlying the actions is a recognition that all Western
Australians — landholders, businesses, community groups and government agencies
— have responsibilities in invasive species management.

Examples of harmful animals already established include wild dogs, foxes, feral cats,
feral pigs and feral camels. These animals impact on livestock industries and may
out-compete or predate upon vulnerable native fauna, spread disease and destroy
natural habitats. Undesirable plants that are widely established include blackberry,
arum lily, bridal creeper and narrow-leaf cotton bush across the south west, and
mesquite, parkinsonia, and prickly acacia in parts of northern WA. These plants
reduce forage production for livestock, may out-compete native flora, alter ecological
functions or reduce the amenity of our natural landscapes. Minimising the impacts of
well-established invasive species is sometimes difficult and expensive. The most
effective approach to managing well-established weeds and pest animals is by
community coordinated control programs involving all landholders.

However, a more effective way to manage invasive species’ risk is to prevent them
entering through vigilance at the points and pathways where they can cross into WA,
accompanied by a capacity to quickly detect, identify and eradicate those that do
evade detection and become locally established. In many cases, it is in these
processes of prevention, early detection and rapid response that government
resources are best used.

The lead agency for implementation of the Plan is DAFWA. It will work collaboratively
with the Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPW) the Department of Fisheries (DoF)
and others in government in implementing the Plan. There are many other people
and organisations who will be involved in implementing the actions presented in the
Plan, including all landholders, industries, other state agencies, local governments,
community groups with an interest in invasive species management, and Australian
Government partnering agencies.

The structure of the Plan is presented in Table 1. The challenge posed by invasive
species is significant, however, implementation of the Plan may be limited by the
resources that are available. There are five objectives, five goals, 15 strategies and
38 actions. Success in achieving the objectives will only be realised through

% See Box 1 and the Glossary for a definition of ‘invasive species’ as used in this Plan.
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collective and collaborative commitment of landholders, community groups, industry
and government agencies, as outlined in the Plan.
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The Objectives of the Plan are:

e improved priority setting and transparency in declaration processes in invasive species management

e coordinated prevention, eradication and response plans are implemented for high priority invasive species

e partnerships between community, industry and government are achieving effective containment and control of widely
established invasive species

o efficiently applied regulation underpins effective control of invasive species the community, industry and government have

relevant information to inform and report on invasive species management.

Table 1 The structure of the Plan

Goal 1. Setting priorities

Goal 2. Prevention and
eradication

Goal 3. Control of
widespread and
established invasive
species

Goal 4. Regulation and
compliance

Goal 5. Information and
accountability

Community, industry and
government actions in
invasive species
management are targeted
to deliver the greatest
benefit from the resources
available for prevention,
eradication, containment
and targeted asset-based
protection.

Effective border
guarantine, surveillance
and detection, and
eradication actions
prevent new high-impact
invasive species
becoming established in
Western Australia.

Landholders, industries
and governments work
together to reduce the
impacts of widespread
and established invasive
species.

Ensure regulatory and
compliance mechanisms
underpin activities in
invasive species
management.

Ensure priority setting
and continuous
improvement in invasive
species management is
informed by relevant and
timely information
available to, and shared
between, all parties.

Strategy G1.1 —
Evaluating risks for
invasive species

3 Actions

Strategy G2.1 — Pre-
border and border
processes

2 Actions

Strategy G3.1 — Routine
surveillance

2 Actions

Strategy G4.1 — Effective
regulatory mechanisms

Strategy G5.1 — Sharing
information and
knowledge

3 Actions
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Goal 1. Setting priorities

Goal 2. Prevention and
eradication

Goal 3. Control of
widespread and
established invasive
species

Goal 4. Regulation and
compliance

Goal 5. Information and
accountability

Strategy G1.2 —
Declaration processes and

Strategy G2.2 — Post-
border surveillance and

Strategy G3.2 -
Controlling the impact of

Strategy G4.2 — Ensuring
compliance

Strategy G5.2 —
Monitoring and

responsibilities detection widespread and 2 Actions evaluation

2 Actions 3 Actions estalz_)lished invasive 1 Action
species
3 Actions

Strategy G1.3 — Investing | Strategy G2.3 — Strategy G3.3 — Strategy G5.3 —

in the future

Emergency Response
Plans

Processes, organisations
and resources for

Reporting the results

4 Actions Rt ’ 2 Actions
3 Actions controlling invasive
species
6 Actions
Strategy G2.4 —
Eradication Plans
2 Actions
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3 Introduction

3.1 Invasive species in WA

Many introduced animals and plants become pests if they establish unwanted
populations in new areas. The ways in which these species are introduced vary
widely, but they are often the result of accidental or deliberate human activities.

Whatever their means of arrival, invasive species can have an adverse and often
very damaging impact on agriculture, the natural environment and our lifestyle. Box 1
provides the definition of ‘invasive species’ and ‘invasive species management’ as
defined in this Plan.

Although WA is relatively free of many potentially harmful plants and animals, many
introduced species have become widely established since European settlement.
Plants such as mesquite, narrow-leaf cotton bush, blackberry and bridal creeper, and
animals such as wild dogs, foxes, rabbits, feral goats, feral cats, exotic freshwater
fish and cane toads impose economic costs and damage our natural environment.

Maintaining vigilance in preventing new harmful species becoming established, and
limiting the impacts of those already established, generates benefits for our primary
industries and protects our unique natural landscapes and biota.

Box 1
‘Invasive species’ and ‘invasive species management’ as defined in this Plan

Invasive species include plants and vertebrate animals that are pests of high priority
for the state. These species cause undesirable impacts on economic, environmental
and social assets and values.

This Plan addresses invasive plants and vertebrate animal species that live on land
and in freshwater bodies (rivers, lakes, wetlands). The species covered by this Plan
may or may not be declared under legislation as ‘declared species’ (see Section
3.5.2).

Management includes prevention, eradication, and containment of these species,
and protection of valuable assets, as shown in the generalised invasion curve
presented in Figure 1.

The Plan does not address fungi, microorganisms and diseases of plants and
animals, invertebrates, or any marine invasive species, as these are dealt with in
other management instruments.

Invasive species management is, therefore, a component of biosecurity, being
defined as ‘protection from the adverse effect of any organism on another organism,
people, environment, and economic activities’ — see s.6 of the Biosecurity and
Agriculture Management Act 2007.

Invasive Species Plan for WA Final February 2015




11

While there are broad similarities in the situation in WA compared to other states and
territories, there are some important differences:

e WA occupies one-third of the continent, and includes very large areas of sparsely
populated pastoral leasehold land and unallocated crown land (UCL) and
unmanaged reserves (UMR). Maintaining surveillance for invasive species
incursion across our long coastline and in these sparsely populated areas is a
major challenge. Access and logistics are particularly challenging in remote
areas.

o WA s free of some important weeds and feral animals that affect other states
and territories. Examples include starlings, and important weeds such as tropical
soda apple and red witchweed. Preventing incursion of these invasive species
requires constant vigilance at the state border. Some other species occur in
isolated areas, including Bathurst burr and skeleton weed, with programs in place
to restrict their spread.

e WA has a large range of climates supporting habitats suitable for a wide range of
invasive species. Also, the state has a larger area of Mediterranean climate than
other parts of Australia, with a commensurately higher burden of Mediterranean-
climate weeds which have particular importance to agriculture.

3.2 WA'’s approach to managing invasive species

3.2.1 The case for managing invasive species

WA has a long history of managing risks from invasive species and diseases that
potentially impact on the state’s primary industries and its natural environment. Some
invasive species also have implications for human health, stored products and the
built environment. Sanitary and phytosanitary measures continue to be applied
offshore, at the international and interstate borders, and within the state to mitigate
against organisms that impact negatively on businesses (especially in primary
industries), the environment and society as a whole, or which could have the
potential to do so.

Protecting the favourable biosecurity status of WA's primary industries and the
environment is of prime importance to the state. WA agriculture, forest and fisheries
industries are export-oriented industries, and the maintenance of both reduced
biosecurity-related costs (compared with competitors) and market access into
countries or states free of invasive species, is crucial for export success. Examples of
programs undertaken by government are provided in the accompanying Boxes 2 to
4.

3.2.2 When and how to act

Managing invasive species includes preventing them entering WA, eradicating
isolated new incursions before they can spread and, for those species established
widely, exerting a level of targeted control that limits their adverse impacts on key
areas, assets and/or values. Given the unique features of the WA situation noted
above, this requires border quarantine measures to prevent incursions, and a
surveillance and emergency response capacity to tackle those species that do enter,
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combined with effective landholder® control and monitoring of widely established
species.

The WA approach in managing invasive species is broadly aligned with the
‘generalised invasion curve’ (see Figure 1). Typically, the most cost effective actions
are in preventing a new invasive species entering or eradicating it before it becomes
widely established. It is at this stage where public investment is most needed and
often delivers the greatest return on investment. It is also where government needs
to commit most of its efforts.

GENERALISED INVASION CURVE SHOWING ACTIONS APPROPRIATE TO EACH STAGE

ASSET BASED PROTECTION

F

CONTAINMER

AREA OCCUPIED

ERADICATION

PREVENTION

Species Small number Rapid increase Invasive species
absent Entry of of localised in distribution widespread and
invasive populations and abundance, abundant throughout its potential

species many populations range

ECONOMIC RETURNS (INDICATIVE ONLY)

1:100 1525 1:5-100 <1:1-5
Prevention Eradication Containmen Asset Based Protection

Figure 1 Generalised invasion curve for the management of invasive species (Source:
Victorian Department of Environment and Primary Industries)

For widely established species, containment refers to restricting the distribution of the
invasive species and stabilising their impact. Control takes this further and usually
involves minimising the impact of the invasive species and/or reducing their
geographical distribution. At the right hand end of the curve where invasive species
are widely established, it is in landholders’ private interest to protect their assets by

A ‘landholder’, as defined in the BAM Act, means a person who is in occupation or control of the land, or is
entitled to be in occupation or control of the land, whether or not that person owns the land. Some government
agencies and authorities, and local governments are also landholders.
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controlling invasive species on their land. Investment in containment and control* is
usually effective up to the point where the control costs equal the benefits delivered.

In short, government has the lead role in prevention and eradication of new
incursions, and landholders have the major role in the control of widely established
species.

Some exceptions to this general rule apply in the case of some native flora and
fauna, where the marginal benefit of controlling a threatening invasive species is
often very high, particularly where the native flora and fauna in question are reduced
to sub-viable local populations.

Industry, community and natural resource management (NRM) groups can play a
major role in coordinating landholder control and management of invasive species.

Box 2
The Invasive Species Program — operated by DAFWA

DAFWA's Invasive Species Program is responsible for guiding and regulating the
strategic and operational management of harmful animals and weeds that pose a
threat to agriculture production systems or to market accessibility for agricultural
produce in WA. Severe outbreaks of Australian plague locusts are also included
within this program. Activities of the Invasive Species Program include state and
national policy development, risk assessment, provision of technical advice and
information, implementation of regulations, emergency response, property
inspections, industry liaison and the planning and coordination of some significant
weed control or eradication programs.

In 2012/13, DAFWA spent $14.6 million in consolidated funds on border biosecurity
and the management of declared species. An additional $9.4 million was funded by
the Royalties for Regions program, Australian and other state governments, and via
rates raised by Recognised Biosecurity Groups and Industry Funding Schemes

* The terms ‘containment’ and ‘control’ are defined in the glossary. In the text control is used when referring to
landholder and landholder group activity in minimising the impact of an invasive species on an area of land or in a
waterway.
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Figure 2 Biosecurity Officer Lindsay Strange setting a small pest animal trap
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Box 3
Invasive species on conservation estate and other land managed by DPW

DPW has statutory responsibility for managing approximately 28.5 million hectares of
land in WA, including national parks, marine parks, nature reserves, state forests and
timber reserves, for a wide range of values and uses. The department undertakes a
range of programs, often in partnership with other organisations, to manage a
number of introduced species, including activities to:

e control introduced predators, particularly foxes and feral cats, to maintain
populations of unique and vulnerable native fauna (for example, through the
Western Shield Program)

e manage environmental impacts from local populations of introduced animals,
such as feral goats and feral pigs, and invasive weeds, on land managed by
DPW

e prevent satellite populations of cane toads and manage the impact of cane toads
on native animals in the Kimberley and potentially in the Pilbara region

e minimise the spread and impact of Phytopthora dieback disease in native plant
communities in the state’s south-west.

The department has also been given responsibility for weed and pest animal
management on around 89 million hectares of UCL and UMR (but not including such
land within the metropolitan region, regional centres and gazetted townsites).

Box 4

Freshwater biosecurity research and management — operated by the
Department of Fisheries (DoF)

Invasive exotic fish species can be released into our rivers and dams. They can out-
compete native species or predate upon them. They can also change the aquatic
habitat, for example, by making streams muddy.

DoF’s biosecurity unit carries out research into the distribution, identification,
management and control of invasive aquatic pests. The results are used to provide
scientific and technical advice to government, industry and the community on the
management of aquatic pests in freshwater environments.

Departmental staff scan bodies of freshwater for pests and scientifically verify new
pest sightings. Along with regular pest monitoring and control activities, this is done
to protect native species and aquatic environments. Rehabilitation of freshwater
water-bodies involves restocking native species after pest fish have been eradicated.
DoF manages a freshwater fish distribution database, which covers all known
records of where pest fish have been identified in the state.
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3.3 Challenges in managing invasive species in WA

Invasive species management is a challenge for governments, industries and
landholders in WA. Key challenges addressed and the responses identified in this

Plan are shown in Table 2.

Table 2 Challenges and responses in invasive species management in WA

Strategies addressing

Challenges Responses this challenge
It is difficult to develop operational | Resources are required to Gl.1
rules relevant to the generalised do the analytical work to G1.3
invasion curve. Rules will need to | determine the best approach | o 3
be species-specific and to invasive species G2.4
sometimes region-specific. management. G3.2

G3.3
Increased cargo and human There is a need to Gz2.1
traffic into the state by sea, road, | continually adapt border G2.2
rail and air transport increases surveillance to address new G2.3
the likelihood that a species may | and expanded entry
enter undetected. pathways for invasive

species.
Extensive sparsely populated Deployment of efficient, G2.2
areas of the state increase the effective, risk-based means G3.1
likelihood that an invasive species | of surveillance is required.
may establish or spread without
being noticed.
Developing and maintaining an Well-trained and resourced G2.2
emergency response capability staff are required to ensure G2.3
requires sufficient resources and | this ‘insurance’ capability.
highly trained personnel.
Information on invasive species is | Improved systems of G5.1
held by a range of agencies and information storage and
organisations and may not be retrieval, and for sharing of
readily available to all parties. this information between
partners, are required.

Biosecurity knowledge is at risk of | Generating new knowledge G5.1

diminishing with smaller,
dispersed agency staff levels.
Generational transfer of new
knowledge becomes more
difficult.

through partnership
arrangements and use of
web-based information
systems will assist in
enhancing effective
knowledge transfer.
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Strategies addressing

Challenges Responses this challenge
There is a mixed understanding An important requirement is Gl.2
across governments, industry, for all parties to have a G2.2
landholders and the wider shared understanding, and G2.3
community about the ‘big picture’ | accept and act upon their G2.4
for the invasive species situation | roles and responsibilities. '
in WA, and respective roles and G3.1
responsibilities of all parties for G3.2
invasive species management, G3.3
resulting in poorly uncoordinated G4.2
effort. G5.1
The resources for invasive A sound process for Gl.1
species management will always | identifying priorities for G1.2
be constrained. investment, based on a G1.3
robust understanding of the G23
impact of invasive species, '
will ensure resources are G2.4
used most effectively. G3.2
G3.3
In some cases, asset-based Continued investment in G1.3
control is too expensive to researching more cost-
generate sufficient benefits from efficient control technologies
reduced impacts. iS required.
While regulation is necessary to Improved legislative G4.1
address aspects of invasive capacity, coupled with G4.2
species management, it is collaborative management
expensive and on its own is by partnerships between
insufficient for meeting objectives. | government, industry,
landholders and the wider
community, will be more
effective in the long run.
It is difficult to maintain Improved methods of G1.3
investment in monitoring the monitoring invasive species, | G5.2
status of invasive species, and and assessing and G5.3

evaluate the effectiveness of
intervention.

publicising the value of
public and private
investment are required.
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3.4 Principles in managing invasive species

Listed below are the principles developed for managing the invasive species which
are the subject of this Plan. They are consistent with those in the WA State
Biosecurity Strategy, the national Inter-Governmental Agreement on Biosecurity
(IGAB), which the WA Government has signed, and with the current Australian
Weeds and Pest Animal Strategies.

1. Invasive species management is a shared responsibility between land and water
managers, community, industry and government and integral to sustaining and
protecting the economy, environment, human health and social amenity.
Landholders are responsible for controlling declared invasive species on the land
they manage.

2. Good science, a risk management approach and evidence-based decisions need
to underpin strategy, policy, priority setting, levels of investment and operational
decision making and review.

3. Invasive species management requires coordination and capacity-building
among all levels of government in partnership with industry, landholders, water
managers and the community, regardless of tenure.

4. The WA approach to invasive species management is informed by the
generalised invasion curve (see Figure 1). Preventing new species entering WA,
and early response to new incursions, typically provides the most cost-effective
long term benefits. Responses to incursions of invasive species need to consider
the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of eradication.

5. For widespread and established pests, the WA Government may invest where
there is a net public benefit from any such intervention. Priority will be given to
those circumstances where returns on investment are greatest. Evaluation of the
returns for intervention, and the costs of not intervening, need to consider
productivity, environmental and social issues.

6. Animal welfare is an important consideration in developing management
responses and selecting control techniques for harmful animals.

3.5 The need for a Plan to manage invasive species

This Plan is timely. Since the Biosecurity Agriculture and Management Act 2007
(BAM Act) was passed, a number of significant biosecurity initiatives have begun.
The government has established the Biosecurity Council (BC) and a Biosecurity
Senior Officers Group (BSOG). Five Recognised Biosecurity Groups (RBGSs) are
already working in the pastoral areas of the State. The BSOG has developed the
consultation draft of the Western Australian State Biosecurity Strategy.

The Plan complements these initiatives with specific principles, goals, strategies and
actions for the management of invasive species. It also helps to clarify the roles and
responsibilities of government agencies and associated bodies.
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Finally, the actions included in the Plan provide useful information to stakeholders in
invasive species management, especially the public, about arrangements to focus
the WA Government’s effort into minimising the impacts of invasive species on WA’s
economy, environment and community well-being.

3.5.1 The role of the Plan in the State Biosecurity Governance
Framework

The Western Australian State Biosecurity Governance Framework is shown in Figure
3, with the Plan highlighted.

National commitments (IGAB, NEBRA, etc)

[ Minister for Agriculture and Food ]6—9[ ~ Other Ministers ]
Fisheries; Environment; Forestry

i

[ Director General, DAFWA [ Other Directors General/ ]

/ General Manager

[ Legislation — BAM Act, FRM Act, Animal Welfare Act ]

r \
i Information sharing 2 2 5 .
Western ,AUStrahaf‘ —————————————— > Biosecurity Senior Officers Group
Biosecurity Council J
R I W,
s ~
State Biosecurity Strategy

J
[ Other stakeholders J [
' Y

State Invasive Species Plan 3 :
[ (this Plan) J [ Other biosecurity plans ]

Figure 3 The State Biosecurity Governance Framework in WA®

The key relevant state legislation is the BAM Act, which is the responsibility of the
Minister of Agriculture and Food. There are a number of other relevant Acts which
are the responsibility of other Ministers (see Appendix 1).

The BC was established under the BAM Act as a specialist advisory group to the
Minister for Agriculture and Food and the Director General of DAFWA on any matter
related to biosecurity. BC membership is drawn from people who are experienced or

®> Within DAFWA, the implementation framework for biosecurity occurs through a range of program areas. These
program areas — border biosecurity, plant biosecurity, livestock biosecurity, regulation and response and invasive
species — are responsible for pre-border, border and post-border biosecurity issues.

Invasive Species Plan for WA Final February 2015



20

actively involved in primary production (including agriculture®, fishing, aquaculture,
pearling or related commercial activities), natural resource management,
environmental protection, and/or regional communities.

Relevant WA agencies coordinate their activities through the operation of BSOG
which interacts with the BC and a range of other stakeholders, including local
governments (represented by the WA Local Government Association), industry
groups, and community groups with an interest in biosecurity management.

BSOG provides strategic overview and inter-agency coordination of biosecurity
issues of interest to the State and the activities of member agencies. BSOG will have
strategic overview of the implementation of this Plan, and its relationship with other
specific strategies and plans. DAFWA will lead implementation of the Plan.

The roles and responsibilities of those organisations involved in invasive species
management and in implementing this Plan are presented in Section 4.2.

3.5.2 About the Plan

Scope

This Plan addresses invasive species (invasive plants and animals) that are
important threats in WA. With few exceptions, these species are exotic, that is they
are not native to this State. It covers all of the state’s lands and freshwater
ecosystems. It does not cover:

e invertebrates

e diseases of humans, plants, wildlife and livestock
e microorganisms

which are covered in other management mechanisms.

The scope reflects scientific and community opinions about the most important
invasive species that have the potential to harm, or are already harming our
economy, environment and well-being.

This Plan is underpinned by the BAM Act and other relevant legislation as shown in
Appendix 1.

® The BAM Act defines ‘agricultural activity’ to include apiculture, aquaculture, silviculture, viticulture and the
raising or supply of plants or animals, and any related activity, including fallowing or resting land used for an
agricultural activity.
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Categorising invasive species in the Plan
Declared invasive plants and animals

The BAM Act provides for the declaration of organisms as undesirable species
across the state, or in particular areas. The Minister for Agriculture and Food may
declare an organism for an area if there are reasonable grounds for believing the
organism has, or may have, an adverse effect on:

e an organism native to the area

¢ the well-being of the people in the area

e the natural environment in the area

e the productivity of the state’s agricultural’, forest, fishing and pearling industries.

Details of declared species are available in the Western Australian Organism List
(WAOL), which can be found at agric.wa.gov.au/n/1432.

A range of regulatory and management responsibilities apply to declared species.
Species can be declared as permitted (section 11 of the BAM Act), prohibited
(section 12), declared (section 22) or otherwise remain unlisted (section 14).
Declared organisms are categorised into three control categories — exclusion (C1),
eradication (C2) and management (C3) and three keeping categories — prohibited,
restricted and exempt.

The scope of this Plan includes the prevention, eradication, containment and control
of those plants and vertebrate animals that are declared under sections 12 and 22 of
the BAM Act.

Non-declared invasive plants and animals

The Plan also provides clear direction on the management of harmful invasive
species that, although not declared, threaten WA environments and economic
activities. These species include important environmental and economic weeds, such
as Amazon frogbit and opuntioid cacti. Some have the capacity to affect the
productivity of crops and pastures and need to be managed by landholders, and
others such as feral cats, which predate on native wildlife, are of concern to the wider
community.

The relationship between the invasive species considered in this Plan and the
broader suite of declared and non-declared pest animals, plants and diseases is
shown in Figure 4.

! The BAM Act defines ‘agricultural activity’ to include apiculture,