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FOREWORD

Wetlands are important sources of food (fish, game, rice)
materials (papyrus, grass), fresh water and also play various
ecological functions. There are various socio-economic and
cultural services derived from wetlands and these include:
pasture for livestock grazing; and traditional ceremonies such
as the Kuomboka. Wetlands also provide other ecosystem
services such as maintaining good water quality by acting as
filters, recharging ground water, storage of carbon, recycling
of soil nutrients and preventing soil erosion by acting as soil
control. They are also important habitats for biological
diversity.

However, all these benefits provided derived from wetlands
are threatened due to weak coordination of wetland management activities. It is against this
background that the National Policy on Wetlands has been developed to provide a framework
for coordinated action for sustainable wetland management. The policy is a product of
extensive consultations between government and other stakeholders across sectors in Zambia.

The Implementation Plan for the National Policy on Wetlands provides concrete area of work for
the active support and participation of all key stakeholders in conservation and management of
wetland resources. This is based on partnerships and provision of an enabling environment to
ensure that wetlands contribute effectively towards national economic growth and development.
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

This document is an implementation plan for the National Policy on Wetlands. The plan
covers a period of 2018-2028 and is closely aligned to government initiatives as outlined
in the Vision 20130, the Seventh National Development Plan (7NDP) and the Second
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) of 2015-2025 aswell as other
related policies and pieces of Legislation.

The Plan provides concrete area of work for the active support and participation of all
key stakeholders in conservation and management of wetland resources. This is based on
partnerships and provision of an enabling environment to ensure that wetlands contribute
effectively towards national economic growth and development.

Zambia’s wetlands covers about 14 to 19% of the total land area of the country and
contributes to economic development through supporting various economic sectors such
as tourism, agriculture, fisheries, forestry among others. They also support livelihoods
and provide ecosystem services such as reducing the impacts from storm damage and
flooding, maintaining good water quality in rivers, recharging groundwater, storage of
carbon and nutrient cycling, thereby helping to control pests and stabilise climatic
conditions.

Functions and uses of wetlands in Zambia can be divided into ecological, socio-economic
and cultural. Ecological functions refer to those that are natural and independent of
human manipulation, whereas Socio-economic functions refer to uses of wetlands that
contribute to the economic well-being of local communities and the nation. Wetlands
may be of religious, historical, archaeological or other cultural significance at local or
national level.

Despite the importance of wetlands as highlighted above, they have continued to face a
number of challenges resulting in their degradation. These include poor management,
over cultivation, indiscriminate digging of drains, and overgrazing leading to permanent
drying up of certain wetlands, mining, invasive species and encroachment.

The Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources in consultation with other stakeholders
developed an implementation plan for the period 2018-2028, to guide the
operationalisation of the National Wetlands Policy. The implementation plan aims at
addressing the challenges highlighted in the Wetlands Policy and also spell out the
activities of various stakeholders in wetland management such as Government, Private
sector, Civil Society Organisations, Communities around wetlands and Development
partners.
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IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK
Timeframe for implementation

The National Wetlands Policy shall be implemented over a period of 10 years beginning
in 2018 and will be reviewed from time to time. Government will ensure alignment of
various strategies and development initiatives that have a bearing on the implementation
of the plan.

Institutional arrangements

The Ministry responsible for Natural Resources will be the lead institution in overseeing
the implementation of the activities in the plan and will lead the inter-agency
coordination on the management of all wetlands in the Country. The Ministry will
collaborate with other stakeholders that are involved in the conservation and management
of wetlands.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK

The implementation of the National Wetlands Policy will be supported by the various
pieces of legislation as outlined in the policy.

RESOURCE MOBILISATION

The implementation of the policy will be funded from the following sources:

a) Government’s national budget;

b) Funding from bilateral and multilateral sources;
c) Private sector finance; and

d) Any other alternative funding sources.

MONITORING AND EVALUATION

The Ministry responsible for Natural Resources shall develop a comprehensive M&E
Framework in order to effectively monitor and evaluate the implementation of the
National Wetlands Policy. To ensure that the expected outputs, outcomes and impacts are
achieved in line with the National M&E System, the framework will emphasize on
regular monitoring of progress and periodic in-depth evaluation with the involvement of
relevant stakeholders. The M&E Framework will be reviewed periodically to take on
board emerging issues related to wetlands management.
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Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources

Climate Change And Natural Resources Management Department

Mulungushi House
P.O. Box 50694
15101 Ridgeway

LUSAKA

Tel: +260 211 252589
http://www.mlnr.gov.zm



