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F. No. 11-43/ 2013-FC
- Government of India
v istry of Environment and Forests
b el (FC Division)
l 7 (n). . sirperi T : - Paryavaran Bhawan,
— . CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
ul I ‘ ; ' New Delhi-110 510.

Dated: 7th April 2014

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
All State / Union Territory Governments

Sub: Draft Forest (Conservation) Amendment Rules, 2013.

Sir,
I am directed to enclose a copy of The Forest (Conservation) Amendment Rules,
2014 for information and necessary action.

Lo The said Rules inter-alia stipulate time-lines for processing_ of applications
@9 seeking prior approval of Central Government under the Forest (Conservation) Act, at
each level in the Central and State Governments. The Rules also contain a separate
format for submission of applications seeking prior approval of Central Government for

prQspecﬁng_ of minerals in forest areas.

Yours faithfully,- :

«Encl.: As above. £ hiks : ; m;ﬂﬂ '
- > § (H.C. Chaudhary)
| \(\q\q _ ' . ~ Assistant Inspector General of Forests

(Tele-fax.: 011-2436 3984)

—

Copy along with a copy of the-said Rules to:- e y

-
. -

y Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, all States/ Union Territory Governmerits.

2. Nodal Officer, the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, all States/ Union Territory
Governments. 3



All Regional Offices of the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF),'
Government of India (Gol).

»

4.  All Assistant Inspector General of Forests / Directors in the Forest Conservation
Division, MoEF, Gol.

5.  Director, Regional Offices (Headquarters) Division, MoEF, Gol.
6.  Sr. PPS to the Secretary, Environment and bForests, MoEF, Gol.
7. Sr. PPS to Director General of Forests & Special Secretary (DGF&SS), MoEF, Gol.

8.  SrPPSto Add Director General of Forests (Forest Conservahon) MOoEF, Gol.

9, PSto Inspector General of Forests, MOEF Gol. Leg )
10. Guard File. ] SRt ; = ol ol

(H.C. Chaudhary)
Assistant Inspector General of Forests
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS
(Forest Consgrvation Divixibl_l) '
NOTIFICATION
 New Delhi, the 14th March, 2014

G.S.R. 185(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section: 4 of the Forest
“(Conservation) Act, 1980 (69 of 1980), the Central Government hereby makes the followmg rules further to
amend the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003, namely: - .

1.(1) These rules may be called the Forest (Conservation) Amendment Rules, 2014.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication i‘n lﬁe Official Gazette. .
2. In the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003 (l!greinaﬂer referred to as the said rules), in rule 2,
(1) after clause (b), the follow‘ing clause ql'zali be inserted, namely-:-.- ) )

“(ba) “Conservator of Forests” means an officer appointed by the State Government or the Union Territory
Administration, as the case may be, "under the designation of Consenrator of Forests ar the Chief .
Conservator of Forests or the Regional Chief, Conservator of Forests or any such similar designation, to
hold charge of a Forest Circle having Juﬂsdlcuon over the forest land for which the approva] of the .
Central Government under the Act is required;”. -

(i1) after clause (c), the following clause shall be inserted, namely'-

“(ca) “Divisional Forest Officer” means an officer appointed by the State Goveérnment of the Unien territory
Administration, as the case may be, tinder the designation of the Divisional Forest Officér or the Deputy
Conservator of Forests or any such simdlar designation, to hold charge of a Forest Division having _

- [un-;d:ctmn over the forest land for which the approval of the Central Government under the A‘ct-!s-,, iia ]

required;” - 2 - - . 3

3. In the said rules, for rule 6 and 7, the following rules shall be supstituted, namely:- =

-

© “6. Submission of proposal seeking approval of the Central Government under section 2 of the Act.-

(1) Every User Agency that wants to use any forest land for non-forest purposes, shall make its proposal
in the relevant Form appgnded {o these rutes, namely; Form ‘A’ for proposal seekmg first time approval
under the Act, Form ‘B’ for proposal seeking renewal of leases, where approval of the Central
Government under the Act had already been obtained, and Form *C’ for prospecting of minerals, to the
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Nodal Officer of the concerned State Government or the Unidn territory Administrz-ttion, as the case may -

be, along with requisite information and documents, complete in all respect.

(2) The User Agency shall endorse a copy of the proposal, along with a copy of the receipt obtained from
the office of the Nodal Officer to the concerned Divisional Forest Officer, District Collector and Regional
Office as well as the Monitoring Cell of the Forest Conservation Division of the Ministry of Environment
and Forests,

(3) (a) The Nodal Officer of the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case
_may be, after having received the proposal under sub-rule (1) and on being satisfied that the proposal is
complete in all respects and requires prior approval under section 2 of the Act, shall send the proposal to
the concerned Divisional Forest Officer and the District Collector wlthm a period of ten days of the
receipt of the proposal. _ —

(b) If the Nodal Officer of the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the
case may be, finds that the proposal is incomplete, he shall return it within a period of ten days to the User

Agency and this time period and the time taken by the User Agency to re-submit the proposal shall not be
counted for any future reference.

(c) The Divisional Forest Officer shall examine the factual details and feasibility of the proposal, certify
the maps, carry out site-inspection and enumeration of the trees and forward his findings in the Format
specified in this regard to the Conservator of Forests.

(d) The Divisional Forest Officer shall process and forward the application along with his findings on the
proposal involving forest land upto forty hectares, above forty hectares and up to one hundred hectares
and above one hundred hectares to the Conservator of Forests within a period of thirty days, forty five
days and sixty days respectively.

(e) The District Collector shall complete the process for settlement of rights in accordance with the
proyisions of the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)
Act, 2006 (2 of 2007) (hereinafter referred to as the FRA), obtain consent of the Gram Sabha or Gram

Sabhas, wherever required, and forward his findings in the Format specified in this regard to the
Conservator of Forests.

(f) The District Collector shall forward the proposal along with his findings on settlement of rights under
FRA and consent of the Gram Sabha or Gram Sabhas, wherever required, in respect of the proposal
involving forest land up to forty hectares, above forty hectares and up to one hundred hectares and above
one hundred hectares to the Conservator of Forests within a period of thirty days, forty five days and sixty

‘ _days respectively.

(g)" The Conservator of Forests shall examine the factual details and feasibflity of the proposal, carry out
site-inspection in case the area of forest land proposed to be diverted is more than forty hectares, and
forward the proposal along with his recommendations and the repoit on settlement of rights under the
FRA and consent of the concerned Gram Sabha or Gram Sabhas, wherever required, received from the

' District Collector to the Nodal Officer.

(h) The time taken by the Conservator of Forests to proct-is.s and forward to the Nodal Officer the proposal

~involving forest’land up to forty hectares and above forty hectares ‘shall not be more than ten days and
= thirty days respectwely

(1)~ The Nodal Officer, through the Principal Chlel Conservator of Forest, shall forward the proposal to -

“the Sm;p “Governmgnt or the Union ferritory’ Adnnmslm[lon as the case may be, along with his
recommcndauons 3 -

\- _-‘ AT

(_]) The_ Nodal Officer shall process and forward the propos.al along with his findings on the proposal

- -m\rolvmg forest land, up to five hectares, above five hectares and up to forty hectares, above forty

hectares up to one hundred hectares and above one-hundred hectares, to the State Government or the
Union territory Administration, as the case may be, within a period of ten days, twenty days, twenty five
days and thirty days respectively.
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(k) In case the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, decides not
to, de-reserve or divert for non-forest purpose or assign on lease the forest land indicated in the proposal,
as the case may be, the same shall be intimated to the User Agency within thirty days of the receipt of
proposal from the Nodal Officer:

Provided, all proposals involving diversion of forest land for projects of the Central Government or
Central Government Undertakings where the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as
the case may be, does not agree in—principle to de-reserve or divert for non-forest purpose or assign on
lease the forest land indicated in the proposal, as the case may be, shall be forwarded to the Central
Government along with comments of the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the
case may be.

— (1) The State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, shall forward along
with its recommendations all those proposals where State Government or the Union territory
Administration, as the case may be, agrees in-principle to de-reserve or divert for non-forest purpose or
assign on lease the forest land indicated in the proposal, as the case may be, and all proposals involving
diversion of forest land for projects of the Central Government or Central Government Undertakings, to
the Central Government within thirty days: -

Provided that the all proposals involving felling of trees on forest land or a portion thereof for

the purpose of using it for reafforestation shall be sent in the form of Working Plan or Working Scheme
or Management Plan:

Provided further that the concerned State Government or the Union territory Administration,
as the case may be, shall simultaneously send the intimation to the User Agency about forwarding of the

proposal, along with its recommendations, to the Regional Office or the Ministry of Environment and
Forests, as the case may be:

Provided also that total time taken exclusively for transit of a proposal between various
authorities in the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, shall not be

more than twenty days, over and above the time period specified for processing of proposal by each
authority.

(m) Whenever the time taken by the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the
case may be, for processing the proposal exceeds the time limits stipulated in clauses (a) to (I) above, the
proposal shall be considered by the Central Government only if an explanation for the delay is furnished

to the satisfaction of the Central Government, together with action taken against any individual held to be
responsible for the delay.

(4) (a) The proposal referred to in ciause (1) of sub-rule (3), involving forest land up to forty hectares
shall be forwarded by the concerned State Government or the Union territory Admlmatranon as the case .
may be, along with its recommegdations, to the concerned Regional Office.

(b) The proposal referred to in clause {l} of sub-rule (3), involving forest land of more than forty hectares
shall be forwarded by the concerned State Government or the Union territory Administration. as the case’

may be, along wifh its recommenddtions, to the Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Government of India.

(c) The proposals referred to in clause (1) of sub-rule (3), involving clearing of trees in forest land or

portion thereof for the purpose of using it for re-afforestation shall be sent to the concerned Regional
thce '

s Processmg of proposals received hy the Central Government. — (l) (a) The Regional Office, after

having received tHe proposal referred in clause (a) and clause (c) of sub-rule (4) of rule 6 shall determine the
-completeness of proposal within five working days.

(b) If the Regional Office finds that the¢ proposal is incemplete, it shall return it within the period of five
working days as specified under clause (a). to the State Government or-the Union territory Administration, as
the case may be, and this time period and the time taken by the State Government to re-submit the proposal :
shall not be counted for any future referente.
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(2) (a) The Regional Ofﬁce shall after examination of the proposal mvolvmg forest land up to five hectam
other than the proposal relating to mining and encroachments, which are complete in all respect, and after
such further enquiry as it may consider necessary, grant in-principle approval subject to fulfillment of
stipulated conditions, or reject the same within twenty five days of its receipt from the State Government or
the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, and communicate the same to the concerned State
Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, within next five days.

(b) The proposals involving forest land above five hectares and up to forty hectares and all proposals for
regularisation of encroachments and mining up to forty hectares, which are complete in all respects, shall be
examined by the Regional Office in consultation with an Advisory Group consisting of representatives of the
State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, from Revenue Department,
Forest Department, Planning Department or Finance Department and the concerned Department whose
proposal is being examined.

(c) The Regional Offiée shall within a period of thirty five days of-the re.c'eipt of the proposal from the State
Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, shall forward such proposal along with

views of the Advisory Group to the Secretary Ministry of Environment and Forests for obtaining the decision
of the Central Government:

Provided that time taken in transit of a proposal from Regional Office to the Ministry of Environment
and Forests shall not be more than five days.

(d) The Central Government shall, after considering the views of the Advisory Group and after further
enguiry as it may consider necessary, grant in-principle approval subject to fulfillment of stipulated
conditions, or reject the same. within thirty days of its receipt from the Regional Office and communicate the
same to the concerned State Governmenl or the Union territory Adrmmslmuon as the case may be, within
next five working days. :

(3) (a) All proposals involving clearing of trees in forest land.or portion thereof for the purpose of using it for
re-afforestation shall be finally disposed of by the Regional Office within a period of sixty days of receipt of
the proposals from the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be.

.(b) While examining the proposal, the Regional Office shall ensure that the final decisfon is in conformity

with the National Forest Policy, Working Plan guidelines and other relevant rules and gmdelmes issued by the
Central Government from t.lme to time.

(¢) The Regional Office shall however seek prior clearance of the Ministry of Environment and Forests
whenéver the proposal involves clear-felling of forest land havmg crown density above {'orty per cent
irrespective of the area involved, or clear-felling of forest area of size more th.m twenty hectares in the plains
and fen hectares in the hilly-region, irrespective of density.

(4)  (a) The Ministry of Environment and Forests after- havmg recéived the proposal referred 1o in clduqe

(b) of sub=rule (4) of rule 6 shall determine the completeness of the proposal within ten days.

(b) If the Ministry of Envlronment and Forests finds that the. propoe‘.al is lnLomplelc it shall returh it within
the period of ten days as specified under clause (a), to the State Government or the Union territory
Adrninistration, as the case may be, and this time period and the time taken by the State Government to re-
bubmh the proposal shall not be counted for any-fulure relerence.

{c) In case the proposal involves forest Iand more than one hundred heclares Ministry nf Environment and
Forest shall within ten days of the receipt of a proposal complete ini all respects, request the concerned

Regional Office to inspect the forest land proposed to be diverted md submit ol report to the Ministry of
Environment and Forest withina period of forty five days: 4 s

- -

- Provided that the total thme taken in communication of the rec';ucst for site mquct’fbn'fmm the Ministry
of Environment and Forests to Regional Office and communication of the sjte inspéction report from the
Regional Office to the Ministry of Environment and Forests shall not be more than ten days, over and above

= the time taken in undertaking site inspection by the Regional Office.

(d) The Central Government shall refer every proposal, which is complete in all respects, received by it under
clause (b) of sub-rule (4) of rule 6 including site inspection reports, wherever required, to the Commitiee
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for its advice and the Commmee shall give its adee wmun thu'ty days i’mm the date of | receipt of the
said proposal.

(e) The Committee shall have due regard to all or any of the following matters while tendering its advice
on the proposals referred to it under clause (d), namely:-

(i)  whether the forests land proposed to be used for non-forest purpose forms part of a nature reserve,
national park, wildlife sanctuary, biosphere reserve or forms part of the habitat of any endangered
or threatened species of flora and fauna or of an area lying severely eroded catchment;

(ii)) whether the use of any forest land is for agricultural purposes or for the rehabilitation of persons
displaced from their residences by reason of any river valley or hydro-electric project;

(iii) whether the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, has
certified that it has considered all other alternatives and that no other alternatives in the
circumstances are feasible and that the required area is the minimum needed for the purpose;

(iv) whether the State Government or the Union territory- Adl.ninistraﬁon, as the case may be,

undertakes to provide at its cost for the acquisition of land of an equivalent area and afforestation
thereof; 1

(v)  whether the per unit requirement of forest land is significantly higher than the national average for
similar projects; and

(vi) whether the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, before
making their recommendation has considered all issues having direct and indirect impact of the
_diversion of forest land on forest, wildlife and emrlronmam

(f) While tendering advice, lhe Committee may also suggest any condition or restriction on the use of

any forest land for any non-forest purpose, which in its opinion would miinimise adverse environmental
impact.

(g) The Central Gavernment shall, after considering the advice of the Committee under clause (e) and
clause (f) and after such further enquiry as it may consider necessary, grant in-principle approval subject
to fulfillment of stipulated conditions, or reject the same within thirty days of the receipt of advice from
the Committee and communicate the same to the concerned State Government or the Union territory
Administration, as the case may be, within next five working days.

'8. Submission of report on compliance to conditions stipulated in the in-principle approval and
grant of final approval. (1) (a) The Nodal Officer shall within five days of receipt of the in-principle

- approval, endorse a copy of the same to the concerned Divisional Forest Oﬂicer and the Conservator of
Forests;

(b) On receipt of a copy of the in-principle approval, the D:\rlslonal Forest Officer shall prepare a demand
note containing item-wise amount of compensatory levies such as cost of creation and maintenance of
compensatory afforestation, Net Present Value (NPV), cost of -implementation of catchment area -
treatment plan orwildlife conservation plan’ efc.. to be_paid by the User Agency and communicate the
-same, along with a [ist of documents, certificates and undertakings required to be submitted by the User
Agency in compliance with the conditions stipulated in the in-principle approval to the User Agency
within ten days of the receipt of a copy of the i m-principle approval.

(¢) The User "Agency shall withih thirty days of recelpl of demand note and list of documents, ceriificates
_ and undertakings from the Dw:smqal Forest Officer make payment of compensatory icvies and subimit a
compliance report containmgd.copy of docmmentary evidence in respect of the payment of compensatory

o levies along with docmm,ms, cemf"c.ates angd u‘i'ndermkmgs indicated in the said hsl to Dlvumna} Forest
Officer. .

152 v .._' y e o

(d) The Divisional Forést Officer, aftgr hav‘ing received the complignce report shall determine its
completeness within a period of fifteeft days of its receipt from the User Agency.

(e) If the Divisional Forest Officer finds that the compliance report is incomplete, he shall communicate
the shortcoming or shortcomings in the compliance report to the User Agency within a period of fifteen
days of its receipt from the User Agency and if the compliance report is complete in all respect, it shall be
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forwarded to the Conservator of Forests within a period of fifteen daj(s of its receipt from the User
Agency.

{f) The Conservator of Forests, after having received the compliance report shall determine its
completeness within a period of fifteen days of its receipt from the Divisional Forest Officer.

(g) If the Conservator of Forests finds that the compliance report is incomplete, he shall communicate the
shortcoming or shortcomings in the compliance report to the User Agency and the Divisional Forest
Officer within a penod of fifteen days of its receipt from the Divisional Forest Officer and if the
compliance report is complete in all respects, it shall be forwarded to the Nodal Officer within a period of

- fifteen days of its receipt from the Divisional Forest Officer.

(h) The Nodal Officer, after having received the compliance report shall determine its completeness
within a period of fifteen days of its receipt from the Conservator of Forests.

(i) If the Nodal Officer finds that the compliance report is incomplete, he shall communicate the
shortcoming or shortcomings in the compliance report to the User Agency, the Conservator of Forests and
the Divisional Forest Officer within a period of fifteen days of its receipt from the Conservator of Forests
and if the compliance report is complete in all respetts, it shall be forwarded to the State Government or

Union territory Administration, as the case may be, within a penod of fifteen days of its receipt from the
Conservator of Forests.

(j) The State Government or Union territory Admmaslranon as the case may be, after having received the

compliance report shall determine its completeness within a period of fifteen days of its receipt from the
Nodal Officer.

(k) If the State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be, finds that the
compliance report is incomplete, it shall communicate the shortcoming or shortcomings in the compliance
report to the User Agency, the Nodal Officer, the Conservator of Forests and the Divisional Forest Officer
within a period of fifteen days of its receipt from the Nodal Officer and if the compliance report is
complete in all respects, it shall be forwarded to the Ministry of Environment and Forests or the Regional
Office, as the case may be, within a period of fifteen days of its receipt from the Nodal Officer.

(I) The Ministry of Environment and Forests or the Regional Office, as the case may be, after having
received the compliance report shall determine its completeness within a period of fifteen days.

(m) If the Ministry of Environment and Forests or the Regional Office, as the case may be, finds that the

- compliance report is complete in all respect, it shall accord the final approval under the Aect and

communicate the same to the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be,
within a period of twenty days of the receipt of a compliance report which is compete in all respect.

. *{n) The report on fulfillment of ':hm1c0mmg or shortcomings in the compliance report shall be processed'

and forwarded to authorities concerned in the State Government or the Union territory administration, as’
the case may be, and Central Government in the manner and within lhe time limits stipulated in clause (d)
to clause (1) above.

(2) (a) In cases where compliance of conditions stipulated in the m-pnncnple approval is awalted for
-more than five years from the State Government or the Union territory Admlmslrauon as the case may
be, the in-principle approvals shall be summarily revoked

(b)If the User Agency or the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case. may

be, is still interested in the prnject after its revocation, they may submit a ircs,h proposal which-shall be
LOﬂHIdEl‘Ed de-novo. =

-

3 (a) In case, before wbnusswn of a report on compliance to condmons mqulatcd in the in-principle
approval accorded under the Act for a mining project by the State Governmeént or the Union territory
Administrition, as the case may be, and grant of final approval by the Central Government withinfive
years from the date of grant of in-principle approval, validity of the mining lease expires, instead of
submission of a‘dé-novo proposal to obtain approval of Central Government under the Act for diversion
of such forest land. for renéival of mining lease, the State Government or Union territory Administration,
_ as the case may be, while submitting report on compliance to conditions stipulated in the in-principle
.lppn:wal may seek final approval of Central Government under the Act for diversion of such forest land
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" for ongmal period of thc mmmg lease for which m—pnncnple approval has already been accorded, and
also for renewal of mining lease for a period, as specified by the State Government and Union Territory
Administration, as the case may be, not exceeding twenty years.

(b) Report on compliance to statutes, circulars or directives, as applicable to such proposals, which
came into force after grant of in-principle approval, if any, shall also be submitted to the Central
Government along with the report on compliance to conditions stipulated in the in-principle approval.

(c) In such cases, apan from grant of final approval under the Act for diversion of such forest land for
original period of mining lease, the Central Government, shall, after considering advice of the Forest
Advisory Committee or the State Advisory Group, as the case may be, and after further enquiry as it may
consider necessary, grant final approval to the proposal of the State Government of Union Territory
Administration, as the case may be, for renewal of mining lease for a period, as may be specified by the
Central Government, not exceeding twenty years, with appropriate conditions or reject the same.”

4. In the said rules, in the Appendlx. after Form-B, the following Form shall be inserted, namely:-
“FORM-‘C? .
Form for seeking prior approval under section 2 of the proposals by the State Governments and -
other authorities for prospecting of minerals in forest land
PART -1
(to be filled up by User Agency)

1. Project detail:

(i)  Name, address and contact details of the User Agency:

(i1) Legal status of the User Agency: :

(iii) Name, designation and full address of the person making applicaﬁm;:

(iv) Documents in support of the competence or authority of the person making: this application te make
application on behalf of the User Agency enclosed: (YeslNo)

(v)  Mineral commodity to be explored
(vi) Short narrative of the activities proposed to be undertaken in both forest and non-forestland:

(vii) Details of approvals accorded by the concerned Mihislry or Departrnent in the State or Central
Government, as the case may be, for gran( of prospecting license in favour of the User Agency

(viii) Details of forest and non-forest land included in the prospecting lease:”
(ix)  Total area of forest land rcqmred for prospecting:
(a) Area of forest land likely lo experience permanent change in land use
(b) Area of forest land likely to experience temporary change in land use
(x) Total period for which the forest laud is proposed to be utilised for prospecting:
(xi) Estimated cost of the project:

(xii) Details of forest land diverted earlier, if any, in favour of the User Agéncy_r in the State. or Union
territory along with current status of the use of such forest land:

-{xjii] Details of permission accorded earlier, if any in favour of the User Agency for prospecting of .
minerals in forest land along with current status of prospecting in each case: -
1 ~

- 2. Details of Maps enclosed i i

(i)~ Survey of India topo-sheel(s), in ongmal in 1:50,000 scale showing boundary of prospecting blbck
boundary of each patch of forest land located within the prospecting block; location of each sample
plot 6r borehole site, roads or pathway (existing as well as new pathway to be shown separately) to be
used for transportation of drilling equipments: boundary of the adjoining forests and protected areas
located within ten (10) Kilometers distance from boundary of forest land identified for prospecting
etc.:(Yes/No).
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Note 1: In case Survey of India Toposheet in 1: 50,000 scale is not available, especialiy in case
of the areas located near International Borders and other strategic locations, in place
of Survey of India Toposheet other maps available in public domain may also be

Note 2:

used.
Due to technical reasons, while undertaking the prospecting activities,

the user

agency may vary location of boreholes, sample plots, roads or paths etc. up to 300

meters, provided area of forest land proposed to be utilised and number
proposed to be cut does not exceed the same given in the proposal.

3. (i) Justification for prospecting in forest land:
(ii) Details of alternatives examined; k y 0

of trees

(iii) Detail of non-invasive prospecting activities, if any, undertaken by the user agency in the forest land

indicated in the extant proposal:

4. Whether the forest land identified for prospecting is loc¢ated in scheduled areas (Yes/No);
5. Details of activities proposed to be undertaken in forest land;

(i) Surface sampling

(a)
(b)
(c)
. (@
(e)
(&3]

Grab sampling
Chip sampling
Groove sampling
Channel sampling
Bulk sampling

Geochemical grid sampling with sample line spacing

(ii) Pitting or trenching

(a)
(b)
(c)

Number and dimension of pits or trenches
Total volume of excavation

Area of forest land to be utilised for pits or trenches

.(iii) Drilling

(a)
()
©
G
(e)
(£)
()

Number and diameter of boreholes or wells -

Spacing of boreholes or wells

Area to be lempofargiy disturbed at each bore hole or well
: Area, if any to be permanently di sturbed at each bore hole or well -

Total meterage of boreholes or wells )

Nombér of drill core samples

*Volume of drill core samples - -

LN | L % 'Constnu;fion of roads or.paths

A {a)

Lenglh and width of roads or pa&hs p_rpgﬁsed to be constructed;

(b). Areu of forest land propowd to be unllsed for roads or paths;
{ﬂ Any other activity (pl. specify)

6. Area of forest land likely to experience temporary change in land use due to:

(i) Surface sampling;
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(i)
(i)
(iv)
v)

Pitting or_trencliing:
Drilling;

Construction of roads or paths;

Any other activity (pl

Total:

specify.);

7. Area of forest land likely to experience permanent change in land use due to:
(@)
(i)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

Surface sampling;
Pitting or u'enching;
Drilling;

Construction of roads/paths;

Any other activity (pl.

Total:

specify.);

8. Details of machinery or equipments to be deployed for prospecting :

Sl No.

Name of equipment or
machinery

Mode of
traction

Size (L x B x.
H)

Estimated deployment
(machine hours)

Maximum noise level
(decibel)

9. Details of existing paths or roads proposed to be utilised for transport of the equipment or machines in the
forest land;

10. Approximate number and approximate duration of stay in lhe forest land of the persons proposed to be

deployed for pmspectmg,

. Summary of the estimated quantity of ore and other samples proposed to be collected durmg the
prospecting (not npplncable for hydrocarbon sector):

‘il No Details of samples Qry. proposed to be collected (Metric Tonne)
12. Estimated accuracy and confidence level for mineral reserve assessment;
13. Esttmated ncuul';u.,' and confidence level in case number of bore holes proposed to be drilled are reduced
by:
; Accuracy (%) Confidence level (%)
sy IRORT T EEEE L e B e S (e g e,
Gi) S ROET  emet 1

(i) 30 %:
(iv) 40% :-

(v)

50 %

[0
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14. In case the pmposal is for extension of t.he penod of I.he permission gramed for prospechng, or for

drilling of additional bore holes, please provide following additional information:
(i)  Details of approval accorded under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 in the past:

Si. No. Number and date of the Area of forest land permitted Validity period of approval
approval accorded for prospecting (ha)

From' = To

(ii) Report on status of compliance to the conditions stipulated in the approval accorded in the past
enclosed (Yes/No)

(iii) Details of violation(s), if any committed.

(iv) Justification for extension of permission accorded for prospecting.

* (v) Details of prospecting acﬁ?i;ics undertaken and sam_p!e collected, so far.

15. Details of documents enclosed: .......... s N

DPate:r ..o : Signature
24 U R e o o : S y . (Name in Block letter)
Designation

Address (of User Agency)
State serial No. of pro'ﬁosal e
(To be filled up by the Nodal Officer -with date of receipt)
. PART -1I :
(To be filled by the concerned Deputy Conservator of Forests)

X Divi‘sion serial No. of proposal---—-------—--—

16: Locatic;n of the project or scﬁeme: L

3 (i) State/Union Territory °
(i)~ District el :
Gii) ‘Forest Division . :

(ivy Areaof foreslvland_pro‘po%ed to bé utilised for brospecﬁngl i st Th s

17. Legal status of forest land identified for pmspet.tmg

18.. Details of vegetation ava:lable in the forest land propn sed for diversion: -

(i) Forest type - & i : -

(ii) Average crown density of vegetatlon - 3 R

- -
e - -

(1i1) Specnes«wr;e local or M.aenuﬁc names and gll’ﬂ] wise enumeration of trees’ reqmrad !Q_‘be felled; -
(iv) Working plan prescription for the forest land proposed to be utilised for pmspccung

19. Brief note on topography and vulnerability of the forest land proposed to be utilised for prospecting to
- erosion._ -

-

20. Apprﬂledle distance of the forest land propos.ed to be utilised for prospecting from boundary of the
forest land.
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21. Significance of the forest land proposed to be utilised for prospecting from wildlife point of view:

(i) Details of wildlife present in and around the forest land proposed to be utilised for prospecting;

(ii) Whether forms part of national park, wildlife sanctuary, biosphere reserve, tiger reserve, elephant
corridor, wildlife migration corridor etc., (If so, the details of the area and comments of the Chief
Wildlife Warden to be annexed);

(itli) Whether any national pzirk. wildlife. sanctuary, biosphere reserve, tiger reserve, elephant corridor,
wildlife: migration corridor etc., is located within ten kilometers from boundary of the forest land
proposed to be utilised for prospecting (If so, the details of the area and comments of the Chief
Wildlife Warden to be annexed);

(iv) Whether any national park, wildlife sanctuary, biosphere reserve, tiger reserve, elephant corridor,
wildlife migration corridor etc., is located within one kilometer from boundary of the forest land
proposed to be utilised for prospecting (If so, the detalls of the area and comments of the Chief
Wildlife Warden to be annexed);

(v) Whether any rere or endangered or unique species of flora and fauna found in the area - if so
details thereof.

22. Whether any protected archaeological or heritage site or defense establishment or any other important
monument is located in the area — (If so, details thereof with no-objection certificate (NoC) from
competent authority to be annexed).

23. Comment as to the reasonability of the extent of the forest land proposed to be utilised for prospecting:

(i)  Whether the requirement of forestland as proposed by the User Agency in para 6 and para-7 of the
Part — I is unavoidable and bare minimum for the project.

(ii) If no, recommended area of forest land which may be used for prospeclmg

24. Details of violation committed:

(i) Whether any work in violation of lhc Act or guidelines issued under the Act has been carried out
(Yes/No).

(i) If yes, details of lhe violation including period of work done, area of forest land involved in
violation, name, address and designation of the person(s) responsible for violation and action taken
against the person(s) responsible for violation;

(iii) Whether work in violation is still in progress (Yes/No):

25. Details of compensatory afforestation scheme: g
. (i) Legal status of the land identified to raise compensatory afforestataion; - . :

(i) Details such as location, Survey or Compartment or Khasra number, area and distance from
adjoining forest of each plot of non-forest area or degraded forest land identified for
 compensatory afforestation;
(iii)  Survey of India Toposheet (s); in original in 1:50,000 scale shuwmg non-forest or degraded forest
* land |dennﬁed for compemdtory affurestauon and adjoining forest boundaries enclosed?
> .'(Yeslﬁo),
(iv) Detailed cumpemator_’{ afforestation scheme mcludmg species to be planled. lmplememmg
agency, time schedule, cost structure, etc. enclosed (Yes/No);
(V). ".Total financial outlay for compensatory afférestation scheme; :
(vi) Certificates from the coriceined Deputy Conservator of Forests regarding suitabiljty of area
identified for compemmory afforestatien and from managemenl poml of view enclosed?
(Yes/No) "o = -3 Ve

26. Site inSpection report of the Deputy Conservator of Forests highlighting 1mportant facts_-permmmg to the

impact of proposed acti‘vmes on flora and faunn enclosed (yes/No);

27. Specific recommendanom of the: Deputy Conservator of Forests for acceptance or otherwise of the

proposal with reasons. i

Date: ... %..... Signa[ure---___..v----.-----

Place: .......... Name

(853701 e A
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PART - 1II
(To be filled by the concerned Conservator of Forests)

28. Whether site, where the forest land involved is located has been inspected by the Conservator of Forests
(Yes/No). If yes the date of inspection and observations made in form of inspection note to be enclosed.

29. Whether the Conservator of Forests agree with the information given in Part-Il and the
recommendations.of Deputy Conservator of Forests.

30. Specific recommendation of Conservator of Forests for acceptance or otherwise of the proposal with
detailed reasons. -

Date: i Signature-------------=----

_ Name

2 w Official Seal
PART -1V | )

(To be filed in by the Nodal Officer or Principal Chief Conservator of Forests or Head of Forest Department)

31. Detailed opinion and specific recommendation of for acceptance or otherwise of the proposal with
remarks : .

(While giving opinion, the adverse comments made by the Conservator of Forests or Deputy Conservator of
Forests should be categorically reviewed and critically commented upon).

Date: .......... Signature____ e

Place: .......... ‘ © Name

Official Seal

PART -V

(To be filled in by the Secretary in charge of Forest Department or by any other authorised officer of the State
Government not below the rank of an Under Secretary)

32. Recommendation of the State Government:

(Adverse comments made by any officer or authority in Part-II or Part —III or Part-IV above should
be specially commented upon) -

Bl T A ) : ©* Signaturé--—----—-—--2-—
PIace: .. conss i - . Name

Official Seal-——m--—-- S5

[F. No. 11-43/2013-FC]
M. S. NEGL Inspector Gengral of Forests (Forest Conservation)

Note: The Principal rules were published in the Gazette of India vide number G.S.R. 23 (E) dated the

16th January. 2003 and subsequgntly amended vide G.S.R 94 (E) dated the 3rd February, 2004 and vide
G.S.R. 107 (E) dated the 9th February, 2004.
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