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YTAMIL NADU] ACT NO. 35 OF 1961.2

THE [TAMIL NADU] PRIVATE FORESTS (ASSUMPTION OF
MANAGEMENT) AcCT, 1961.

- |Received the assent of the President on the 10th March 1962
~ first published in the Fort St. George Gazette on the®
215t March 1962 (Phalguna 30, 1883).]

¥ An Act to Provide for the taking over of the Management

§ of Private Forests in Certain Areas in jhe 3[State of Tamil

F Nagu].

& WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the taking over by
‘® the Government, for a limited period, of the management u.
& private forests in certain areas in the3[State of Tamil Nadu ]
§ in the public interest or in order to secure proper manage-
§ ment of such forests ;

Be it enacted in the Twelfth Ycar of the Republic of India
as follows :—

1. (1) This Act may be called the {[Tamil Nadu] Private gpcrt title,

Forests (Assumption of Management) Act, 196i. application
and commen-
___ cemrents

vane

1 These words werc substituted for the word ° Madras” by
the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 1969, as amended by
the Tamil Nudu Adapraiion of Laws (Second Amendnient) Order,
1969.

2, For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Fort S*. George
Gazette, deted the 22nd November 1961, Part IV-Section 3,
page 589. _

3 Thic expression was substituted for the expression * State of
Madras »* by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 1969, as
amended by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amend-
ment) Order, 1969.

* By virtue of section 62 of the Gudalmr Janraam Estates
{Abolitionand Conversion into Ryotwari) Act, 1969 (Tamil Nadu
Act 24 of 1969), with effect on and from the date appointed by the
Government under sub-section (4) of section 1 of the said Act,
{Tamil Nadu Act 55 of 1961) shall cease to apply to forests which S
..ave vested in the Government under section 3 of the former Act. _ s
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(2) It apphes to pnvatc forests situated in th
Gudalur and Ootacamund taluks of the Nilgiris district

(3) It shall come into forcc on such daic as ¢
Government may, by notification, appoint.

2. In this Act, unless the context othcrwise requires,

(1) ¢ Collector > means the Collector of the Nilgi
da,tuct

- (2) ¢ forest * includes weste or arable land containi
trees and shrubs, pasture L.na and any otlicr class of 1
declared by the Government to be a forest by notificati
issued in this behalf.

Explanation.—A 1c -est shall not ceace to be wch
reason only of the fact that, in a portion thevea!, 1recs
shiiibs are felled with or withett the permi Gen o

Collector, o lande are enltivaicd, or vocks, roedy, tan,
rivars, or thc Iike exist

(3) ¢ forest procduce’ shall have the m:n"w an uxon
to itinsection 2 of ihe 1[Tamil Nadu] Fore Aa
(}[Tamil Nadu] Act V of 1887) ;

4) ¢ Government * means the State Govornmont ;

(5) <owner’ in relation to a fores” includes a mo

gagee, lessce or other person havmg right to possessien a1
enjoyment of thc forest

(6) ¢ person’ includes a Hinduv undivided family,
Mar umakkattayam tarwad or tavazhi and an Aliyasantai
family or braach ;

(7) ¢private forest’ means a forest other than
reserved forest constituted under the [Tamil Nah
Forest Act,-1882 (Y Tamil Nadu] Act V of 1882), bt
does not include land at the disposal of Government ¢
defined inthat Act.

1These words were substituted for the word * Madras” by tt
Tamil Nadu Adzntation of Laws Order, 1969, as amended by th
Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amendment) Orde;
196,
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3. (1) Whencver it appears to the Gover arent that it Taking over
i necossary to take over the manage.ent or wny private of manage-
furest in the pubiicinercut or in order to see i ‘thc DY peL n}?\r}ttff
management of it, they may publish a notice Iﬂ clige: ?Ore;ts_
ncite * Fort St. George Guzette. Such no.ic state
that any objacilons or sus ggestions WHICIT M.y 08 Teeeived
oy the Qovernmeni within a period to be ﬁu_,:,[ia;;c; e e
notice, will be ccnsidered by ahcm Copict i the notice
shall be served onthe owner 5 any other peircnin possee
sion of the private forest, :

(2) After the expiry of the péricd soeciiied o e
notice ninder sub-wocidon (1) waid after ©oin o Gz Ghen
objeci:%(;n% and snggesions as may be recciv . veiore o1 ¢
CX ;'Jiry, the Government may, by nnfm"
Pt dhe MAnAge e Fle arivate fore
OVl b] £ »x\” FCH o *ﬂ.i ‘h (i_u'.,.,
Doriod ot CGruning ten yots, as may b Lo
notificL o, '

(3) Onand fvom the due specificd in .o notificetion
under sub-sectinn ( ), the managemuent ¢ the piivaie
forest shall vest in the Govornment and the Collector or
any officer av tqo 1zed by him iv this bd*.amc,y, after
removing any ouvitruciion that may be offercd, f< wnn

cnter wpon and take possession of the privi.i forest and
all accounts, regi-ters, maps, plans and odhor ¢ ‘zo\,a me’_:nh,
relating to the privete forest which the Govornument nv
readre for the manarcoment thereof.

»D

1

¢y Copies of itz notification vrﬁm grb=ceciion (2)
shall be scrved in such manncr as may be prescribed cnihe
awaer or any other serson in possestion of the piivic
Forest.

4. (1) Where the manegoment of any private ferest s Certain

been taken over under section 3, so long as such manage- g?ftllslzqggg;
ment remains vested in the Government ,— over of
glanagement
: , ‘ . a
(a) all rights and interests crected in or over the H.L m?vem.

private forest by the owner or any person interesied in the
private forest shall not be enforceable against the Govern-

ment ;

* Now the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette.




392 Private Forests {1961 : T.N. Act 55
(Assumption of Management)

(b) the owner or any person interested in the
private forest or any person having any claim against the
private forest or the forest produce shall not be entitled to
the rents and profits (including the forest produce) accruing
therefrom during the period of such management but shall
be entitled orly to the compensation as provided in
section 7 ;

(c) such private forest shall not be liable to be
proceeded against in any manner whatsoever in execution
of any decree or order of any court or other authority
and any attachment or injunction or order for the appoint-
ment of a receiver in respect of such private forest subsisting
on the date of taking over of such management shall cease
to have effect ; and /

(d) no claim of any person in respect of such

private forest chall be enforced by any court whether in

- execution of .3 decree or otherwise against the Government

or against any person holding such private forest under
the Government ¢ K ‘ S

Provided that in computing the period of limitation
tor a suit, -or an application for the execution of a decree,
the time during which such proceeding, attachment,
injunction, order or claim the enforcement of which is
barred under this sub-section shall be excluded.

: (2) The Government shall receive all rents and profits
(including the income from forest produce) accruing from
the management of the private forest and shall incur the
t\vhole expenditure in the management of the private
orest. T -

" Power ofthe 5+ (1) Subject to such rules as mey be made in this
Government. d¢half, the Government may take such measures as they
congsider necessary or expedient for the purpose of securing,
administering, preserving and managing any private forest,
the management of which has been taken over under

section 3. .
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(b) the owner or any person interested in the
private forest or any person having any claim against the
private forest or the forest produce shall not be entitled to
the rents and profits (including the forest produce) accruing
therefrom during the period of such management but shall
be entitled orly to the compensation as provided in
section 7 ;

(c) such private forest shall not be liable to be
proceeded against in any manner whatsoever in execution
of any decree or order of any court or other authority
and any attachment or injunction or order for the appoint-
ment of a receiver in respect of such private forest subsisting
on the date of taking over of such management shall cease
to have effect ; and .

' (d) no claim of any person in respect of such
private forest chall be enforced by any court whether in
- execution of 3 decree or otherwise against the Government

Provided that in computing the period of limitation
for a suit, -or an application for the execution of a decree,
the time during which such proceeding, attachment,
injunction, order or claim the enforcement of which is
barred under this sub-section shall be excluded.

: (2) The Government shall receive all rents and profits
(including the income from forest produce) accruing from
the management of the private forest and shall incur the
t“VhOIe expenditure in the management of the private
orest. T T '

" Power ofthe O+ (1) Subject to such rules as mey be made in this
Government, zhalf, the Government may take such measures as they
consider necessary or expedient for the purpose of securing,
administering, preserving and managing any private forest,
the management of which has been taken over under

section 3. ,

. ~or against any person holding such private forest under
= the Government: e :

S
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(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provi-
sion contained in sub-section (1), such powers, shail
include the power—

(@) to cut and remove trees in the private forest;

(b) to sell by auction or otherwise the timber and
other forest produce ;

(¢) to enter into contracts for cutling and removing
trees ; _

(d) to carry on cultivation ;

(e) to improve the private forest by planting or
otherwise ; and

(f) to prevent trespasses and unauthorized removal
of any forest produce in the private forest or to p ‘event the
commission of any act of waste in the private forest.

§. (1)_ On the expiratio.u ox i period specitied in the Release from
notification under sub-section (2) of section 3, or earlier if management
the Government consider that it is no longer necessary to of private
continue in management of the private forest taken over forests.
under section 3, the Government shall release from their
management the private forest taken over under section 3
and shall restore the private forest in as good a condition as
it was when possession thereof was taken subject only.io the
changes caused in the ordinary course of management or
husbandry and by irresistible force.

(2) Where any private forest is to be released from
management by the Government, the Government shall,
after making an enquiry in the prescribed manner, by notifi-
cation, specify the date on which and the person to whom
possession of such private forest shall be given :

Provided that no notification under this sub-section
specifying any person other than the person from whom
possession of the private forest was taken shall be published
unless notice has been given to the owner of the private
forest, or if he is dead, to his heirs or legal representatives
and his or their representations, if any, have been
considered by the Government.

(3) On the date specified in the notification under
sub-section (2), possession of the private forest shall
bo deemed to have been given by the Government.
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(4) The delivery of possession of the private forest
Lo the persor specified in the notification under sub-section
(2) sha!l be a full discharge of the Government from all
liabi.ity in respect of the priva.e forest, but shall not preju-
dice any right in respec: of the private forest, which any

othe - person may be eatitled, by duc process of law, to

enforce against the person to whom possession of the
nrivaie forest is given. '

7. (1) Where the management of any privaic forest
has hesn iaken over under section 3, on completion of
every twelve mondhs [rum the date of sucl. taking over
uniil tho date specified in the negification under sub-section
(2) of czciion 6, the Collector shail afier the expiry of thirty
days from the date of such completion, by order, determine
the compensation payable in respect of the privaie forest
in accerdance with the principles set out in sub-section (4)
and apnportion such compensaiion in the manner specified
in sub-section (3).

(2} Every persou cleiming the compensaticn or any
poriion thereof shall apply to the Collector within the period
of thirty days referred to in sub-section (1) or within such
further period not exceeding thicty days as the Collector
may, in his discretion, allow.

(3) The Collectcr shall, afier giving netice to all
persons "vho have applied under sub-section (2) ©.ad to any

“others Whomn. he considers to be interested and after making

such vnquiry as may be prescribed, apportion the compen-
sation among the owner, the persons interested in the
private forest and other persons having claim against the
private forest- (including the forest produce) as far as
possible in accordance with the value of their respective
interests or claims.

(4) The amouat of compensation payable for the
grivate forest for any cormpletel twelve months shall
e— /: 7 o

(a) a sum calculated on the total area of the private
forest at the rate of one rupee per annum per acre ;and

T G e s
P
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&) +he net profits, if any, accruing from the
management cof the private forcm by the Government
during the said twelve monihs.

(5) Ior the purpose o: Calculaug
Lota IC)\pCﬂd'rU'(’l curred enthe manacoirie: <1 e
forest (incivding ihe pay and allowm 225 c-fi’é";-c-; sffinnrs and
staif appoinied 1‘1‘5 the purpose aud the oy o fuf,y taz
pu‘oim(xl* g oand s hordlos paid ieoress

f(\Y ~,P+) ”u-. 1] ‘3:,{\. f’:’—. Wl e Tt tlﬁr. e

.

ISR DAY }er‘ 2

RN 4

. .
LT
:;‘-';., IR

ManLoer o £

aey gt
any . 5o caccied forward
procoribad rato vl a year to yoar Ur SUICT BT
up and sza;;:«u;,.;» in ollecied,

(6) For the jurpose of sub-section (5)--

(@) ths tolri expenditure shall include the Lum pa ,r*
by tie Gevem”nex.tun@ - clause (@) of sub-suciion (4- but
shall not include the capual expenditure iacurred Dy im
Government on imprevements, the valuc of which is payab!
to the Government under section 8 ; and

(6) the ol income shall not include thie profits
accruing from the private forest as a result of such improve-
ments.

(7) The amount of con ipensaticn cotermiined under
sub-section (1) shail be paid by the Gev ernment to the
person or persons entitled thereto in such form and manner,
and at such time or times, and in one or noi¢ instaiments,
as may be presciibed.

8. Where any privaie forest is released fron: manage- V‘g”e an'tm"
meni by Government, the owner a and any person interested Fcf b\éeglaldto_
in the private fo: est or in possession thereof shall be liable to Goyernment
pay to the Government a sum equal to so much of the value on release

of the privaic forest asis atuributeble to anyihing done from man-

m b
; on the improvement of the private forest fo the purpose z"oe\ rg,;sg
of enabling the forest to be properly farmed o1 of securing

increased efliciency in the farming of the privaie forest.
ke Collesior shall, by order, determine such sum wiich
shall be payable by such cwner or person within one month
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from the date of a demand made in writing by the Collector
in this behalf :

Provided that the owner or the person by whom
any sum is so payable may, by notice in writing served on
the Collector within the said one month, elect to pay the
said sum together with interest thereon from the said date
at the rate of six per cent per annum, by such number of
equal annual instalments not exceeding ten, as may be
specified in the notice, the first instalment of which shall
be paid within one year from the said date.

ZAppeal. ‘9, (1) Any person aggrieved by an order of the Collector

. under sub-section (1) of section 7 or under section 8 may
appeal to the *Board of Revenue within such period and
in such manner as may be prescribed.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-
section (1), the *Board of Revenue may admit an appeal
preferred after the period specified therein if the *Board of
Revenue is satisfied that the appellent was prevented by
sufficient cause from filing the appeal in time.

(3) The order of the *Board of Revenue on appeal
under this section, or the order of the Collector under
sub-section 1) of section 7 <o uader section 8 where no
appeal is preferred underthis section to the * Board of
Revenve, shall be final. '

‘Penaliies 10. If any owner or person believed to be the owner or
" the person in possession of the private forest or any other
person resisis or obstructs any officer in the excercise of
any power conferred on, or in the discharge of any duty
imposed upon, or in the performance of any function en-
trusted to, such officer by or under this Act, or contravenes
any provision of this Act,-or any rule made thereunder or
any order made or direction given under this Act, he shall
be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may
extend to one year or with fine which may extend to one
thousand rupees or with’ both. g

* By virtue of section 10 (1) of the Tamil Nadu Board of
Revenue Abolition Act, 1980 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1980), any
reference to the Board of Revenue shall be deemed to be a reference

-¢0 th: S:ate Government.
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11, A1l amouunts payable to,” or recoverable by, the Amounts to

G ;  of th : forest. - bc recovered
overnment in respect of the private forest, the manage as arrears of
ment of which has been taken over under section 3, may japdrevenue.

be recovered as if they were arrears of land revenue.

12. Any authority having power to make an enquiry Procedure
under this Act shall make the enquiry in the manner pro- a?d PO
vided in the [Tamil Nadu] Revenue Enquiries Act, 1893 at enquiries.
(1[Tamil Nadu] Act V of 1893) and shall hkave all powers
which are, or may be, vested in the revenue officers by
that Act and by the ({[Tamil Nadu]} Revenue Summonses
Act, 1869) ({[Tamil Nadu] Act IH of 1869).

13, The Collector or any officer authorized by him in Power to
writing in this behalf, may enter upon any private forest enter upon
with such other officers or persons as he considers necess- ?o’;:at“
ary and do all acts necessary for carrying out the purposes st
of this Act.

14. The Government or the Collector may, with a view Power to
to carrying out the purposes of this Act, by order, require obtain infor-
~ any person to furnish to such officer as may be specified ™30
in the order such information in his possessicn as may be
specified relating to the private forest, the management of
which is taken over or intended to be taken over under
. section 3. ~

15, The taking over of the management of a private Continuance:
forest under section 3 shall not affect the liability of any ?grh"i‘;’;%";c__
person to pay land revenue, rate or cess in respect of such venue, rates
private forest for any period whether before or after the and cesses.

date of taking over of such management.

16. The provisions of this Act shall be in addition to, 8%:?1};(;?50&*
and not in derogation of, any other law for the time being no; affected.

in force relating to forests.

1 These words were substituted for the word ‘‘ Madras * by the
Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 1969, as amended by the
Tamijl Nadu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amendment) Order, 1969.
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‘Bar of juris- 17, No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding

dictionof  ghal] lie against any officer or other authority for anything

civil courts.  ypich is in good faith done or intended to be done under
this Act or anv rule or order made thereunder.

!

Pfo.teC‘i"ll"(Of 18. No civil court shal] have jurisdiction in respect of
?ff ;ggdta °® any matter which the Collector or other authoity is em-
faith. powered by or under this Act to determine, and- no
injunction shall be granted by any court or other authority
in respect of any action taken in-pursuance of any power

cou>rvcd by or under this Act.

Power to 19. (1) The Government may make rules to carry out
makerules. il or any of the purposes of this Act.

(2) In particulcr and without prejucice to the genera-
lity of the foregoing power, such rules may provide for all
or any of the following matters, namely :—

(a) the procedure to be followed in taking possession
of private forests ;

(b) the preservation, maintenance and management - - 4
of the privaie forests ; * 3

() the manner of service of notices and orders;

(d) the proper collection of the income of the
private forest taken over by the Government and the
incurring of the expenditure in the management of the
private forests ;

(¢) the mapncr in which the accounts relating to
the management of ‘the private forest are to be main-
tained and audited ; o

(f) any other matter which has to be, or may be,
prescribed. o o

L ——

AT T 1 EUN I S P Lo
| (3) All rules made under this Act shall be published
in the * Fort St. George Gazette, and unless they are ex-
pressed to come into force on a particular day, shall come
into force on the day.on which they are so pu’blifs;hed.

*Now the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette,

o BNl o 2 R . v . B e e
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(4) Every rule made under this Act shall, as soon as
possible afteritis made, be placed on the table of both
‘Houses of the Legislature, and if, before the expiry of the
session in which if is so placed or the next session, both
Houses agree in making any modificaticn in any such rule
or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made,
the rule shall thereafter have effect only in such modified
form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so however,
that any such modification or anfiulment-shall be without
prejudi?e to the validity of anything previously done under
that rule.

20. (1) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the Power to re-
provisions of this Act, the Government may, as occasion move diffi-
may require, by order, do anything which appea s to them culties.
-necessary for the purpose of removing the d fliculty.

(2) Every order made under sub-section (1) shall, as
soon as possible after it is made, be placed on the table of
both Houses of the Legislature, and if, before the expiry of
the session in which it is so placed or the next session, both
Houses agree in making any modification in any such order
or both Houses agree that the order should not be made, the
order shall thereafter have effect only in such modified -
form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so however,
that any such modification or annulment shall be without
prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under
‘that order.
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THE TAMIL NADU PUBLIC TRUSTS (REGULATION OF ADMINISTRATION
OF AGRICULTURAL LANDS) ACT, 1961. :

TABLF OF CONTENTS,

PREAMBLE.

CHAPTER 1.
PRELIMINARY.
SECTIONS.
1 Short title, extent and commencem.:nt.
2 | Definmions.
3 Act to override other laws, contrac:s, etc.

CHAPTER 1L

REGULATION OF CULTIVATION OF LLANDS HELD BY PUBLIC TRUSTS.

4 Regulation of cultivation of land held by public trusts.
5 Ceiling on personal cultivation by public trusts. o
6 Land under personal cultivation of public trust in excess of twe Nty
\ standard acres to be leased out. :
6-A Cultivating ténant’s ceiling area of a person to include his spouse’s,
minor son’s or unmarried daughter’s holding.
7 Possession of land held by cultivating tenant to revert to public
trust ju certain cases.
$ Public trust to lease out land reverted under section 7, etc.
9 Furnishing of returns by public trust.
10 Furnishing ot returns by cultivating tenant,
11 Collection of jnformation,
12 ..uthorized Officer to take action in certain cases, -
13 Permission to public trust for personal cultjvation in certain cases,
14 Authorized Officer to choose persons to cultivare land mismanage$
by public trusts.
14-A Special powers of the authorized officer.
15 Special provision in respect of lands already held by co-operative
' societies.
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" Trustee or authorised officer to take posseision of land reverting to

public trust.
Restriction on the extent of land to be leased out to co-operative
farming society. '

Appeal.

CHAPTER IIL

PROVISIONS RELATING TO TENANCIES,

Cultivating tenants not to be evicted.

Public trust may evict cultivating tenani in certain cases.
Right to restoration of possession.

Special privileges for member of the Armed Forces,
Execution of lease. |

Revision by the District Court.

CHAPTER 1V.
FAIR RENT.
Rights and liabilities of cultivating tenauts and public trust.

What is fair rent.

Fair rent may be paid in cash or in kind.

_Alteration or revision of fair rent.

Sharing of produce.

Constitution of Rent Courts and Rent Tribunals.
Application to Rent Courts and appeals to Rent Tribunals
Collector to publish list of prices. |
Exemption.

Revision by the District Court.





