COMMUNLTY PROTECTED FORESTS

In rasponse %o the oommands of His Ma‘esty the Xing
dated 1979 and 1%34 =0 the Roval SGovarnment of =znatan, and 1n
egxarcise of the power cornfarvad bv Sactionm 27 of the Bhutan

Forvest Act of 196%, Roval Government of Bhutan has framed the

Lo SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT

1.1 These rules can ze called Community Protected Forasts,

Rles , 1990,

AN

1.2 These rules shall zome into force immediately.
<. DEFINITIONS.
Crless the subiect or context otherwlse requires, In these

Rules!
{a) "acht'" =meang The Bhutan Forest Act, 1569,
(k) "Cowrunity Protacted Forasts” neans any na-
tional forest land located arsund a village osr oa
group of villages handed over to the benefiting
community or coTmunities {or its protectian and

managmant with an objective to protect tThe sur-

to ensure sustained

{n

n

sy

rounding envirorment

i

(ay

supply of pasic nee from the foreasts,

+

i

(o) "Users’ Group' mneansz a groun formed by the
villagers to establish Communitny Protected Forests
in accordance with the Community Protected Forests

Bules, L1990.



rd) TAgread Plan” ameans a foresi narageaent plan
approved sy the Roval Governnent oF Bnutan.

3. Degignation of the Community protected Forests

3.1 Following categorlies of land can be designated as Community
Protected Porests:
- any Government Forests or part therecf capaple
of regensrating by itself if prdtact&d againat
grazing, fire, and other uncontrolled use of
bicmass;
- gazzeted forests along the rivers, roads, and
watersheds of the community 4drinking water and

irrigatlcn water sources;

- an

=~

gazetted forasts consistinf standing hrees
which Lf managed and protected under sustained
vield hasis could provide contonuods supply of
fual fodder and constructicn timber to the lacal
communities.

[ Note: Areas To pe $eT aside for the "Communlty Protected For-

ests" preferably should have 2 distinct boundary features 4o

differentiate 1t from the "National Forests" s.g streams, ridges,

cultivatad land atc. ]

4. Procedures for the Establishment of the Community Protected

Forestg”.
4,1 Households willing to establizh, protect and nanage a poten-
tial forests area 4s a community protected forests under this

rule shall form an users’ group. Five or more households should



Forn sush users’ group and a2lact one of then asg the chalroan of
the group. They srculd apdly whrough Gup/Mandal of that 2lock to

Dagha Dzongda of thale district b
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standard forn as specifisd In Schedula 1 of thig Rule.

4.2 Review of the applicabion and allotment of Compunity Protect-

ed Forest.

After reviewlnyg the appllication subnitwted by the users’
group, Dasho Dzongda shall forward tne agpllcation submitted by
the users’ group T the concerned Uivsional FTorest Qfficer for
field verificatlon and technica. review lncluding the confirma-

tion on the legal status of the provosed area regquested f{or the

=)

establishment of tha Community Protected Foraest. After fleld

checking and necessary raview if the 22 finds that the dscrpl-
tion In the appllcation to =ze consistent with Rule 3 of the
communlty Protected Forest Rules snall forward the applicatlion to
Dasho Dzongda {(District ddaninistrator) . Dasha Rzongda will chack
the appiication and feorward 1t tg Dasho Zonal Adminlstrator he

shall recommend Mini

i

te]
fan )

nry agrizulvure for final approval.

Tha Ministry of Agriculcure asrall have the final authority to
aporove the a.llottrment of the proposed forest for Community
Protected Torests,

4.3 Handing over of the Community Forest o the ugers’ qroup.

After receliving the a
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cultura, the Divisional Forest OFfflecer sha.l demarkate the for-
ests and hand 1t aver To the users’ group for the mangement and
utilization by signing a contract as attached in  Schedule 2 of

this Rule.



4.4 Certificate of the Community protected Forests

After demarkating and nanding over of a dasignated Community

PFrovacted Feorests to a particular usars’ group, DFD shall issue a

certificate of ownership as prescribed in Scredule

1.3
(8

,
o
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M.
413

4.4 Preparation ef the management plan and its implementatuion

4.4.1 The concerned Rangse Officer shall prepare a mapagemsnt plan
for the proposed Community Protected Foreszt according to the
guidelines provided in Schedule L of this Ruls. The Rangs OFficer
ghall prepara the plan with The active participation of the

Gup/Mandal and the membera of the wsevs’ groap,

A A

4.4.2 This »lan snall be reviewsd by Dr2 and he will approve the

plan for implementation with amrendments 1f necessary.

4.0 Under the overall supervision of bthe Divisional Forest

office, the users’ group snall be responsible for the protection

b

ard managenent of the Connunity Protected FPorests handed over to

them. The reponsibliisy among otherthings shall include:

- protest and tend the young seaedlings;
L pa !

- savet the forest against fir

[

- RUOLECT  LHE Li<Es aydlinsl uncunlrollszd luppliy,
felling, resin tapping, debarking, or any cother
aut thab Jdawdayss whemn,

- lmplement. the prescrivion of whe wanagamaent plan

preparwd Dol the avea;



- pronibls the ninwtng of sand, atonas and soil
from the deslgnatad comounsiy protected forest
ALSAL;

-~ any other actlivities as and when reglired.

5 Assistance to be provided by the Department of Forests tog

implement the management plan

The Department of Forassts shall orovide necessary seeds and
seedlings Sree of costs to the Users Fryoup to anrlah the Commuan-
mity protected forests handed over to them. Technical assistance
shall be provided as and when necegsary to lmplement the nanage-
ment prescriptions.

h.Record keeping of the Community Protected forests

The records of the Comnunity Protected Forests established

.

under the provision of thlis r=2gulation snall be malntained oy the

ct

respective Divisional Forest Oftficer and the Gup/Mandal. Coples
of such regords should ke coplzad Lo The Deparitment of Forests,

respective Dzenkhag and the Office of the Zonal Adminlstrator.

6. Prohibited activities inside the Community Protected Forests

The vi.lagerz and the members 2f the users’ group shall

not. perform or direct the performance of any of the following

a3

activities 1nside the Community Protected Forast:

- se Th

i3]

tand inoany oanner octher than as

nrescribed iIn whe nanagenant plan;

- s&ll, mortgage, ar othsrwise allsnate the
ftorest,

- mining, hunting, and unauthorized recrea-

rional activiriss:



= Lo bolld nouses o huts for the purposes

othar than the protectisn of the communi-~

oy protected forest;

lards as gardens or orcohards or
Ior growling pertanant ¢rops or as shift-
ing gulecivation.

5. Special incentives for participating as a member of the users’
aArOUL.

Houvseholds participating as a menber of Tha wsers’ grouwp
in the Comnunity Protected Forestry Programme will be charged
only one fowrth of the =stablliszhed rovalty rate by RGCB of any
forest produce required Zfor =helr hcusehold cansumption 1f their
nesds can not be net fron the Communivty protected Ferest., It will
be the regpansibility of Casho Dzongda to xake necsssary ar-
rangement through regpeciive Sups/Mandals to penalize any member
of the users’ Jgroup or the userse’ group as a whole 1f whey are
feund To neglscect implementaticon of the agreed plans and pro-
gramnes under Community Protected Forestry programme in thelr
respective village. The rasvective Gups/Mandals will be required
to submit a menorandunm of understanding between the mnembers of
the usars’ group to Dashe Dzongda sutlining the detalls of penal-
ties to be exercised to these negleacting =he implenentation of

tha schene.



7o Royalties and bhaenefit sharing frow the Community Forest.

7.1 Foregt

B

ources ins.de he Jommunlity Praotected Forests will
be the shared pragerty <f The nenpers of the users’ group. The
users’ group can use thess resources an  sustawned vield basis
ag per the prescripticon of the management plan jointly prepared

Dy the users’ group and Tha staff of the Departwaent of Fovests.

*1g

Daparumneant of L nov levy any royalty on forest produce

ot

orests wi
20 harvested.

7.2 The Department of Feorests wi.l not charge to the users’/group
for all kind of technical assistance and the initial incentives
provided to them. The member of the ussrs’ group can use the
produce Irze of cost. However, the concerned users’ group may
sell and supply forest products for use oy people ¢f the local
village who ars not the nenber.

7.3 The users’ group nay sell the forest produce outside
thelr village provided they are in sxcess of the reguirements ot
tha local villagers. Howsvar, such sales should be gulded by the
introduction of an apprepriate parmit system, maintenance of the
sales regords, opening of a Jeint bank account te =stabiish a

revolving fund.

T4 The users’  groun  shall  flx the pricee of dlffevent Rinds
of forest produce from the Zomnmunity Protacted Forest. [t may
seel advise from the Divisional Fforvest Office to deterwmine apwro-
priate price., It shall also  forward particulars of such prices

te the csoncerned Divisional Forest OIS0 Low.



ToH The proceeds from Uhe sale oY supply o©

rn

forest products
from the Community Protected Foress shall he cradited to a re-
volving fund account of the users’ gJroup.
7.6 The concerned users’ groud can usse the fund mobllliszed
from the presoegeds of the sale in the following cowmunity develop-
ment activivies:
-~ enrichrent plantation, fencing of the oritical
areag, and any other cost regulired for the ilmple-
mentation of the management plan and the protec-~
tion of the community protected {orests;
- 801l conservation and erosion control works to
protect the imnediate environment of the communi-
Ly
- maintenance and orotection of the local irriga-
tion ¢hannels and water supply schemes;
- lnprovement of trails and other community
infrastrucutre,

7.7 Dasho Zenal Adminlstra

T
i3

r snall coordinate the use of the
revalving funds generatsd frowm the Comnnunity protacted forests
and make necessary arrargement for the auditing of such funds on
an anmial basis.

7.8 If the productlon from the Community Protected Torest far
excasds the local demand, the users’group can expart the forest
produats outside the country. However, 2xport <3an be daone only

through Department of Forests, DOF will levwy 25 percent of the

net sell income from the ugers’ group. The procedures  for the

L



gxport of sucn forest oroducts shall b2 gulided by the prevalling

tules and ragulation of the 3hatvan Forsst kor,

5. Monitoring of the sale of forest products and maintenance of
recoras.

3.1 Wnile selliing, supplving, and moving ferest products
from the Community Frotected rorest, the concerned usarsg’ group

shall prepare four coples of the perwmit in the forwm indicated in
Schedule 3. One c¢opy shall pe lssued “o fthe puyesr, the second
copy will be forwarded zo the ooncerred DFO, the third copy will
e Lassued Lo the Dzorgkhag Administration and the 1ast covy snall

ba retainaed by =he Sup/Mandal.

8.2 The users’ group shall malintain accurate accounts of the
sale or suplly of forest products “rom the Community Protected

Forest. Usars’ group shall deslgnate nenber segqretary of the

group to assune this Zunctlion.

2.3  The checking of the jrragularities of toe forest products
sold by rhe users’ Jgroup <o an i1ndividual or local industry
through permit obtained under =2ule & sub-rule 8.1 will be the
responsibl ity of the users’ group. Gup/Mandal shall be responsi-
ble for settling any cases of theft or irregularities pertaining

to the forest products from the Community Protected rorest.

2.4 The users’ group will be made responsible for any Lyrregular-
ities and will semply to all the rules, regulation, and guidance

lgsued vive to vime by the Degartnent of Forests.



9. Reporting.

EIN Gup/Mandal with the assalsvancd O eafh usars’ Jgroup

{i

shall prepare an annua. veport on the status of the Community
Protected Forest as oublined in the 3Jchedule and submnit it to
Dasho Jzongda with a sopy to  concerved DFO within one month from

the date of expiration of gach fiscal vear.

9.2 Dasho D2ongda shall 4dlrect The concernted plannhing
officer in the Dzongkhag to conduct nacessary enguiries in ve-

spect to the proplems and Lssues rfacing smooth  implementation of

the Community Protected Forestry orogramums in the district,

9.3 Department of Forests reserxves the right to inspect the
Community Frotected Forests as and when needad. respective Divi-
sional Forest Officer shall submit inspection report ©o the

Department of Foraests and €9 Drongkhag (District Adminlstration

Qffice) at least onCe in every =wo yesrs.



SCHEDULE 1

(Pertaining to rule 4.1)

PROTECTED FOREST

Dasho Dzongds,
Dzongxhag.

Dasho,

In accordance with the notification sromulgated by the
Departnent of Forests on ,heing desirous of estab-
lishing a Community Forasht for the purpose of devaloplng forests
through protection and afforestation in the propesed area de-
gorilbed below on  benalf of tne users’ group of
village consisting of ___ houssholds, I am
Forwarding thls application for vour considaration ta allocate
following area as pey attached sketoh nap adlacent Lo our cOmmu-~
nity to establish Community Forest.

a) Name of the Block
by Willage: - .
¢) Description of the nazional forests or coemmunity land identi-
fied for the estavlishment of the Community Fovest:

1. Name and location:

2. RBoundary descriptian:

(i U0 2D

=N

3. Area:
4. Number of standing Srees, Unelr size and Specles.
{(List of trees attached).

d} Ts the proposed site .nside the Iorast demarcation?
@) Has the communizy pald land tax of any zind?

£) Has there been cuitivation inside the proposed area during the
taat threa ymare?

g)Is the users’group willing to follow the prescriptlon of the
revegetation vlan prepared by the Department of Forests and
agresable to comply with the Compunity Forasht Ruales?

pvl

Name of the Gup/Mandal
Flgnature:

AT




Hame and siunature of the representative of the hovseholds
participating in the users’ group.

8N Name , Slynature,

10



SCHADULR
iRartatning o suberule 4.4

to protecy and maintain the Comnunity Protected Forest handed to
them.

e oy nedaraignad ot _willage

Block of the Dzongkhay have formed a

wasrs’ fgreoaap and agres to provtert nad managem the Community

Protectad forest in acs of land as per our application dated

until suoh rime wher our performance 1s evaluated by a
team of RGOB officials., We are aware of the contents of the
community protacted Poavsatry rules  pubiished by the Osparhment.

of Forests and agree to follow all the obligation as a meunber of

rhe wser’s group.

G .N Maras Sigrnature.

a



On  behalf of the Dapasvasent of Ferests, T oam handing over  the

community Forest mentlioned abhove to the signatories of this oon-

tract for the protection and management until such time when the

performarce 1s avaluated and a certificate of ownership is award-

ed.

NHame <f the DFO:
Forest Division:
Signature :

Date




SCHEDULE 3
(Pertaining o sub-rule &..)

ROYAL GOVERNMENT QF BHUTAN

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS
FOREST DIVISTION.

CERTIFICATE QOF QWNERSHIP OF THE COMMUNTTY PROTPECTED FOREST .

M.
Gup/Mandal Blook.

Dzongkhag.

in accordance with the rules promilgated by the Department
of Forests to establish Community Forest on and
subdect to the vecommerdation by an evaluwation tesw  fowwed by
RGOB to evaluate the performance of the management and protection
Iy the users' group hezaded by vou, I am pleased to inform you
that the Department of Forests has decided te award certificate
wf jeilnt ownership of the foress produce inside the Community
Forest as per attached sketch map and other information as men-
tioned below

A0 Eoamoe s location o b Community
Torest:

B) Description of the Boundary

C) Area:

D) Mame mnd adoress of the member of the users’ group:

Namea . Address.

Official awarding wvertilioate,
Mame
Designation
Signature:
Dleatiw




