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CHAPTER 207
CATTLEBRANDING
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THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

CHAPTER 207
CATTLEBRANDING
[27th December, 1958]
1. ThisAct may becited asthe Cattle Branding Act.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:-

“brand” meansany |etter or combination of lettersor any letter or combination
of lettersin conjunction with anumber distinctly and permanently impressed or
made or intended to be distinctly and permanently impressed or made upon
any cdtle;

“cattle” includesany bull, cow, heifer, ox, steer, cafs, or any horse, mare, gelding,
colt, or filly, or any muleor ass;

“digtrict” meansajudicia district asdeclared and defined under the Inferior
CourtsAct;

“owner” includesany proprietor of cattle or hisagent or manager;

“Regidrar of Brands’ meansthe Permanent Secretary totheMinistry responsible
for Agriculture, or such other person asthe Minister may nominateinwriting.

3. From and after the date specified by the Minister by Order published
the Gazette, there shall be compiled and maintained by the Registrar of Brands
aNational Register of Brands used for the branding of cattle. The National
Register shall, subject to such modificationsand aterationsasthe Registrar of
Brandsmay consider necessary, and asfrom the specified date, contain the
severa particularscomprised inthevariousdistrict registersof brandsonthe
day immediately preceding that date.
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4.-(1) Subject tosection 3, the Registrar of Brandsshall prepareand publish
inthe Gazettetwo listsof thebrandsused in Belize.

(20 Onesuchlist shall beinalphabetical and numerical order of
brands; and the other in alphabetical order of the namesof the personsentitied
to usethe brands.

(3) Copiesof the National Register shall be kept at each police
station and inthe Office of the District Agricultural Officer, and shal be open
toingpection by thepublic.

(4) Suchregistersshall beamended or added to fromtimetotime
under thewritten direction of theRegistrar of Nationa Brands, who shall cause
all amendmentsor additionsto the National Register to be published inthe
Gazette.

5.-(1) Onthedeath of aperson, whose nameison the National Register of
Brands, hisexecutor or next of kin, asthecasemay be, shdl withinthirty days
of thedeath, givenoticeinwriting to the Registrar of Brands of such death.

(2 Any personwhofailsto comply with this section commitsan
offence.

6.-(1) TheRegistrar of Brands may not oftener than oncein any two years
causeancticeinwriting to be sent to any personwhosenameisontheNationa
Register of Brandscalling on himto statein writing within onemonth fromthe
date of the notice whether he continuesto use hisbrand.

(2 Any personwhofailstocomply with anotice under thissection
commitsan offenceand isliableon summary convictionto afinenot exceeding
two hundred andfifty dollars.

7.-(1) Theowner of any cattle shall cause it to be branded with his duly
registered brand asprovided in section 9, within twelve monthsof itsbirth or
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withinthirty daysafter becomingtheowner thereof.

(2 Nocattlewhich hasbeen previoudy branded may beso branded
asto obliterate, touch, add to or extend any previous brand, but such brand
shall be separateand distinct.

(3) Any personwho-
(@) falstobrandany cattlein accordancewith subsection (1); or

(b) brandsor causesto bebranded any cattlein contravention of
subsection (2), commitsan offence.

8.-(1) No personshall brand any cattlewith any brand until twenty-onedays  Notice of brand
have el apsed after the date on which anoticein duplicate, inthe Form of the  before use.
Schedulespecifying thebrand which heintendsto usefor thepurposeof branding ~ Schedule.

cattl eqwned by him, hasbeenduly lodged withthe Digtrict Agricultural Officer ¢ ¢ 1977
whereinthecattleare kept.

(2 Suchnoticeshadl statethe place of residence and occupation of
theperson giving it and shall set out thelettersor numbersintended to be used
ashisbrand.

(3) TheDistrict Agricultura Officer, on receiving thenotice, shall
giveareceipt for it to the person sending in the notice, and shall forthwith
forwardtheorigina of the noticeto the Registrar of Brands.

9.-(1) Onreceipt of thenoticereferredtoin section 8, the Registrar of Brands ~ Registration of
shall, if he sees no objection to the use of thebrand inthe notice, enter such ~ Prands.

brandsinthe National Register of Brands. Sof 1977.
(2) Theregistrar of Brandsshall publishinthe Gazettea | additions
or amendmentsto the National Register of Brands.
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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(3) If, on the receipt of the notice referred to in section 8, the
Registrar of Brandscons dersthat the use of the brand specified thereinwould
beinconvenient, crud or likely to giveriseto error or mistake, heshal assoon
aspossi ble causeto served on the person giving the notice instructions under
hishand, that such brand isnot to be used, and the person who gave notice of
such brand shdl select for hisuse someother brand, and give noticethereof in
like manner as prescribed in section 8.

10.  Any personwhodesiresto giveanoticeinwriting under thisAct and
isunabletowriteshdl stateorally to somemember of the police department at
the nearest police station the particul ars necessary to enabl e the member of
the police department to make out the necessary notice, and the member of
the police department shal without any feefill up or writethe noticeand after
reading it over to the person, shall require himto put hismark thereto, and
shall then dateit and sign hisnameto the notice asawitnessto the mark.

11.-(1) TheRegistrar of Brands shall appoint fit and proper personsto be
ingpectorsof brandsunder whose supervisonor directional branding of cattle
shall becarried out.

(2 Any person who brands or causes any cattle to be branded
contrary to thissection commitsof an offence.

12. Inspectorsof brandsand any member of the police department may
at al reasonabletimes enter on any premiseswhere cattle are kept, for the
purpose of ingpecting the brandsthereon.

13.  Any personwhounlawfully and withintent to defraud brandswith any
brand any cattleshal beliableon conviction onindictment to imprisonment for
aterm not exceeding fiveyears.

14.  TheRegidrar of Brandsshall specify a particular typeof brandtobe
used in every public pound. Heshall cause such brandsto beinsertedinthe
National Register of Brands.
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15.-(1) All personsin charge of cattle which arerequired by thisAct to be
branded, andwhicharebeing transferred on sdeor on other transfer of ownership
fromonedistrict to another, shall havethe brandsof such cattle checked by a
member of the police department before such cattlearetaken out of thedigtrict.

(20 Any personwho failsto comply with this section commitsan
offence.

16.-(1) TheRegistrar of Brandsmay cancel theregistration of any brand-

(@ ontheapplicationinwriting of the personinwhosenameany
such brandisregistered;

(b)  onbeing satisfied that any person, inwhosenameany such
brandisregisteredisdead or has permanently |eft Belize, or

() whereitisthesameasanother registered brand or whereit
may be mistaken for another registered brand, and may specify
another brand to be substituted and registered in place thereof.

(20 TheRegistrar of Brands shall as soon as possible after such
cancellation causethe del etion of therelevant entry to bemadein the National
Register of Brands and cause anotification thereof and the reason therefor to
be publishedinthe Gazette. Heshdl aso publishinthe Gazettetheregistration
of any substituted brand.

17.-(1) Any personwho keepson hisland or premises cattle belonging to
another person, whether for the purpose of agistment or otherwise, shall keep
or causeto bekept abook inwhich thereshall be entered the nameand address
of theowner of any such animal and thedescription of theanimal anditsbrand,
and he shall allow any member of the police department, or any inspector of
Brandsto inspect the book at any reasonabletime.

(20 Anypersonwhofailsto keep, or to causeto be kept, abook as
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provided in subsection (1) commits an offence and is liable on summary
conviction to afine not exceeding five hundred dollars.

(3)  Any person having the custody of abook asmentionedinthis
42 of 1999. section who failsto produce it when required by a member of the police
department or by aninspector of brandscommitsan offenceandisliableon

summary convictionto afinenot exceeding five hundred dollars.

Power to stop 18.  Any member of the police department and any inspector of brands
person driving may stop anyonedriving or transporting cattle along any road or waterway
thg felgggoads' and may requirehimto givefull information asto the placewhence and whither

thecattle arebeing driven or transported, and asto the name and residence of
theowner thereof, and may arrest any such person who refuses or neglectsto
givefull and satisfactory informeation asaforesaid and may detain himin custody
until he can be brought beforeamagistrate, and may detain every animd found

inhispossession.

Power of Police. 19.  Any member of the police department may at any time enter onany

42 0f 1999. premises on which he may have cause to believe that any cattle has been
daughtered, or isabout to be daughtered, and may examineall cattleand the
carcasses, skinsand hornsof al cattlefound thereon.

Keepingof skins  20.-(1) Any personwho daughtersor causesto bedaughtered, inany place
of slaughtered other than apublic slaughter house, any cattle, shall be bound to keep the
cattle. skinsand horns, if any, of the cattlefor forty-eight hoursafter the cattle have

been daughtered, and shall during such time producethe skin to any member
42 of 1999. of the police department or inspector of brandswho may requireto seeit.

(2 Every personwho refusesor neglectsto producethe skinsor
horns of such cattle which he has slaughtered, or caused to be slaughtered,
withinforty-eight hoursof such daughtering asstated in subsection (1) commits
an offence.
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21.  Anycattleonwhichany registered brand isimpressed, or made, shall
inall courtsof justice, be deemed to bethe property of the person in whose
name such brand isregistered, until the contrary isproved.

22.  Any extract from aNational Register of Brandskept under thisAct
purporting to be certified under thehand of the Registrar of Brandsor aDistrict
Agricultura Officer shall without proof of thesignaturebereceivedindl courts
of justice as primafacie evidence of thefacts stated therein.

23.-(1) Any personwho brandsor markswith abrand or mark likely to be
permanent any cattlewith any brand or mark other than aregistered brand or
the brand specified in anoticegiven by himto aDistrict Agricultural Officer
commitsan offence.

(2) Theproof that any noticerequired under thisAct wasduly given
shall be on the person against whom proceedingsare taken under thisAct.

(3) Theproduction of the receipt for the notice purporting to be
signed by or on behaf of any District Agricultural Officer shall beprimafacie
evidencethat the noticewas given at thetime stated in the receipt.

24.-(1) No personshall daughter or causeto bedaughtered any cattleunless-
(@ thecattletobedaughteredisbranded; and
(b) thebrandiscured.

(2) Any person acting in violation of subsection (1) commitsan
offence.

(3) For the purpose of this section, a cured brand is one that is
completely hedled.

(4  Any persontowhom any cattlewith an uncured brand isbrought
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for daughter shall, within twenty-four hoursthereof, report the matter to the
nearest policestation, and afailureto do so shdl render himguilty of an offence.

25.-(1) Any clerk of amarket or other personin charge of any slaughter
house shall keep arecord of al cattle daughtered in the daughter house, and
shall enter therein the date on which each such animal was daughtered, the
particularsof the brand or brandswith which each such animad isbranded and
the name and address of the owner of, or the person daughtering, each such
animd.

(2 Anycderk of amarket or other personin chargeof any daughter
house shall produce hisrecord of cattle daughtered when requested to do so
for ingpection by any member of the police department or ingpector of brands.

(3) Any clerk of a market, or other person in charge of any
daughterhouse, who fail sto comply with this section commitsan offenceand
isliableon summary convictionto afinenot exceeding five hundred dollars.
26.  Any person who commitsan offence against thisAct for which no
penalty isspecificaly provided isliable on summary conviction to afine not
exceeding onethousand dollars.

27.  TheMinister may makeregulationsprescribing-

(@ thepart of thebody of theanima onwhichthebrandisto be
placed;

(b) thedutiesof inspectorsof brands; and

() generaly for thebetter carrying out of the provisionsof this
Act.
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SCHEDULE
[Section 8]

Noticeof Intentionto UseaBrand
BELIZE.
DalE. oo

TO THE REGISTRAR OF BRANDS
throughtheDigtrict Agricultural Officer Of .......cocoevevcevercerereereerecreene

NOTICE isthisday givenby meA. B. of X.Y.
K et , that the brand with which | intend to brand
all cattle belonging to me after twenty-one daysfrom the date on which this

noticeisreceived by the District Agricultural Officer isasfollows:

(Here specify, describe and reproduce the brand intended to be used and the
part of the body of the cattle on whichit isintended to place the brand).

Sgnature of Witness

* |nsert occupation of owner.

Receipt of Notice
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| HEREBY ACKNOWL EDGE to havethisday received the notice of
whichtheaboveisatrue copy.

District Agricultural Officer.
Date:
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