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CHAPTER 209

CHICLE PROTECTION

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

Preliminary
1. Shorttitle
2. Interpretation.

Administration

3.  Regulationsfor the protection and transport of chicleand conduct
of chiclebusiness,

4.  Searchandseizureof chicle.

5.  Arrestwithout warrant of persons suspected of offence.
6.  Powersof authorised officers.

7.  Recovery of sumsdueunder bonds.

8.  Regulationsto comeintoforceon publication.

9. Saing.
Penalties
10. Pendties.
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11.  Unlawful possessionof chicle.

12. Licensed personstogiveal information relating to salesof chicle
and breaches of provisionsof thisAct.

13.  Penaltiesunder Act not substituted for others, but no
convictiontwicefor sameoffence.

14. Shareof finemay bepaidtoinformer.

Legal Procedure

15. Chicleoffencespunishableon summary conviction.

16. Presumptionof ownership.

17. Questionsof title.

18. Edtimate of productionwhen made by forest officer, or estimate of
output of individua chiclero, to bereceived asevidence.

19. Disposd of forfeited chicle.
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CHAPTER 209
Ch. 116,
CHICLEPROTECTION R.L. 1958,
CAP.172,
[2nd December, 1935]  R.E.1980-1990.
40 of 1963.
Preliminary S.1. 16 of 1965.
S.1. 18 of 1965.
1 ThisAct may becited asthe Chicle Protection Act. Shorttitle.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:- Interpretation.
“authorised officer” meansany policeofficer, justice of the peace, forest officer
or any other person duly authorised by the Minister; 40 of 1963.
“chicle’” meanschicle, crown gumor any other sapotaceousgumor latex, inits
natural state or cooked or prepared in any way;
“chicleoffence” meansany contravention of the provisonsof thisAct or of any
regulations,
“forest officer” meansany person appointed by or under ordersof thePublic ~ S.1. 16 of 1965.
Service Commissionto beaforest officer, principa forest officer, forester, forest S 1- 180f 1965.
ranger, forest guard or ingpector of Crown licencesor to dischargeany function
of aforest officer under thisAct or under any regulation, and includesthe Chief
Forest Officer;
“person”, includesin the case of acompany, the managing director, manager,
secretary or other principal officer of thecompany in Belize,
“regulations’ meansregulationsmade under thisAct.
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Administration

3. TheMinister may fromtimeto timemakeregulationsfor theprotection
of chicleandfor regulating thetransport by land, weter, or by any other method,
and theimport and export of chicle, andin particular may prohibit any person
from bleeding, preparing, selling, buying, storing, transporting, importing or
exporting any chicleor otherwiseengaging inthe chiclebus nessexcept under
licence, at such seasons, upon such termsand conditions and upon payment
of such feesasmay fromtimeto time be prescribed.

4.-(1) Whenever any authorised officer hasareasonable suspicion that any
person has committed achicle offence or isin possession of any chiclein
respect of which achicle offence has been committed, he may search such
person or any baggage, parcel, conveyance, tent or building under the control
of such person or hisagent or servant.

(2) Iftheauthorised officer findsany chicle, hemay, if hehasreason
to believethat achicle offence has been committed in respect thereof, seize
such chicleand take the same before amagistrate to be dealt with according
tolaw.

5.-(1) Any forest or police officer may, without warrant arrest any person
reasonably suspected of having been concerned in any chicleoffenceif the
suspected person refusesto give hisnameand residence, or givesanameand
residence which thereisreason to believeisfalse, or if thereisreason to
believethat hewill abscond.

(2 Every officer making an arrest under thissection shall, without
unnecessary delay, take or send the person so arrested before the nearest
magi strate there to be dealt with according to law.

6.-(1) TheMinister may fromtimeto timeby Order empower an officer by
nameor asholding an office-
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(@ tosaizeany chicleinrespect of whichthereisreasontobelieve
that achicle offence hasbeen committed:

Provided that areport of such seizure shall be madewithout avoidable
delay tothemagidrate;

(b) toreeaseany chiclewhichhasbeen seized under paragraph
(@) or under section 4 either on payment of the value thereof
asestimated by such officer, or on the execution by the owner
thereof of abond with or without suretiesfor the production of
thechiclesoreleased if and when so required beforea
magidrate;

() tohavethepowersof ajusticeof the peaceto release any
person arrested under the provisions of section 5 upon such
person entering i Nto arecogni sance;

(d) toenter uponany land for the purpose of topographical or
forest reconnai ssance:

Provided that-

0] noticeshdl begiven ether by publicationinthe Gazette
or by writtenintimation to the owner of suchlands;and

(i) noactionshal lieagaingt any officer so authorisedin
respect of anything done bona fidein connection with
such survey or reconnaissance on the land of any

person;

(¢ toholdaninquiry intochicleoffencesandinthecourseof such
inquiry to receiveand record evidence.

(2)  Nothing contained in paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of this
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Recovery of sums
due under bonds.

Regulations to
comeintoforce
on publication.

Saving.

Penalties.

section shall debar thelawful claim of any person for compensation for any
damageactually sustained.

(3)  Nothing herein contained shdl bedeemedto prevent theMinister
fromdirecting at any timetheimmediaterel ease of any property seized under
paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of thissection:

Provided that such releaseisordered beforethe said property ismade
an exhibit in the court of summary jurisdiction, and the withdrawal of any
chargemadein respect of such property.

7. When any person in accordancewith any provision of thisActorin
compliancewith any regulationsbindshimself by any bond or instrument to
perform any duty or act, or to abstain fromany act, thewhole sum mentioned
insuch bond or instrument asthe amount to be paid in case of abreach of the
conditions thereof may, in case of such breach and notwithstanding any
enactment to the contrary, berecovered from himor from hissurety or sureties.

8. All regulations made by the Minister under theprovisionsof thisAct
shdl on publicationinthe Gazette beasvalid asif embodied inthisAct, unless
some other datefor their commencement isprovided otherwise.

9. ThisAct shal not apply to any saeof chicle pursuant tolega process.
Penalties

10.-(1) TheMinister may, by regulations, prescribe such penaltiesfor the
breach or non-observance of any regulationsand for the aiding and abetting of
any breach or non-observance of any regulationsmade under thisAct ashe
may think proper not exceeding an amount equal to theroyaltiescollectable
on the chicle forming the subject matter of any breach or of five hundred
dollars, whichever sumisthegresater, or imprisonment not exceeding Sx months,
or both such fineand term of imprisonment.
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(20 Whereno penalty isimposed by theregulations, the breach or
non-observance of any regulation shall be punishableto the extent aforesaid.

(3) Thecourt may in addition order the cancellation of any licence
granted under the provisionsof thisAct or of any regulationsand theforfeiture
of any chiclein respect of which achicleoffence hasbeen committed, and any
person whose licence has been cancelled under this subsection or under any
regulationsshall be precluded for fiveyearsfrom obtaining or holding alicence
under thisAct and any regulations.

11.-(1) Every personwho receivesor isfound in possession of any chiclewith  Unlawful
respect to which achicleoffence hasrecently been committed shall, unlesshe  Possession of
can account for such possession or can show that he cameby such produce ~ €19e
innocently and without knowledge of the offence to the satisfaction of the

magistrate, beguilty of an offence.

(20 Everysuchpersonshdl beliabletoafinenot exceedinganamount
equal to theroyalties collectable on the chicleforming the subject matter of the
offence or of five hundred dollars, whichever sum is the greater, or to
imprisonment for aperiod not exceeding six months, or to both such fineand
imprisonment, and the chicleshall beliabletoforfeiture.

12. Every licensed person under the provisions of this Act, or of any  Licensed persons
regulationswho refusesor fails, when required by any authorised officer soto ~ to giveall

: : ; : information
do, to giveto such officer al theinformation hemay have- relating to seles

_ _ ] of chicleand
(@  concerningany saleor purchaseof chicleby him; or breaches of

provisions of this
(b) withregardtothebreach or the supposed breach by any other ~ Act.
person of theprovisionsof thisAct,

commitsan offenceandisliableto afine not exceeding two hundred dollars.
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13. NothinginthisAct shdl bedeemedto prevent any personfrom being
prosecuted under any other law for any act or omission which congtitutesa
chicleoffenceor from being liableunder such other law to any higher punishment
or penaty than that provided by thisAct:

Provided that no person shall be punished twicefor the same offence.

14.  Thecourt may award any amount not exceeding one half of thefine
imposed for achicle offence, to the person who may have supplied such
information asmay haveled to the conviction of an offender.

Legal Procedure

15.-(2) All chicleoffencesshall be punishable on summary conviction on
information which may belaid by any authorised officer.

(2  All proceedingsfor penaltiesincurred under thisAct or any
rulesor regulations shall belaid within oneyear after the offence has been
committed.

16.  Wheninany proceedingsunder thisAct, aquestion arisesasto the
ownership or origin of any chicleor whether any land isnational land, such
chicleshall presumed to bethe property of the Crown, and to have been bled
on national land, and such land shall be deemed to be national land until the
contrary isproved.

17. If, inany proceedingsunder thisAct, any question arisesasto thetitle
toany privatelandin respect of which any such proceedingsaretaken, the
court or officer having jurisdiction to entertain and adjudicate upon any such
proceedings shal, for the purposes of the said proceedings, notwithstanding
any enactment to the contrary, havejurisdiction to try and determineany such
question of title:
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Provided that thejudgment or decision of such court or officer shdl not
bereceived asevidenceof titleor pleaded inbar inany civil suit or proceedings
inwhichthetitleto theland may be put inissue.

18. Inany proceedings under thisAct, the magistrate may require-

(@ anedimateof themaximumannua production of chiclefrom
any estateor tract of land and such estimate whenever made
by aqualified forest officer and countersigned by the Chief
Forest Officer shal upon production, unlessthe defendant
provesto the contrary, be prima facie evidence of thefacts
therein stated;

(b) anestimateof the maximum output of achiclerofor any stated
period of time, and such estimate, whenever madeby aqudified
forest officer and countersigned by the Chief Forest Officer
shall upon production, unless the defendant provesto the
contrary, be prima facie evidence of thefactstherein stated.

19.-(1) Where any chiclewhich hasformed the subject matter of achicle
offence hasbeen ordered to beforfeited under thisAct or under any regulations,
any person claiming to bethe owner thereof may apply to the court withintwo
monthsof thedate of forfeiture claiming ownership of thesaid chicle.

(2) Thecourt shal thereupon hear the said application and shall
make such order either for restitution or otherwiseasit may think fit.

(3) Whereno such applicationismadewithinthesaid period, it
shdl belawful for the magistrate to sell or dispose of thesaid chiclefor the
public benefit and to pay the proceeds of such disposal into the Consolidated
Revenue Fund.
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