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CHAPTER 214
CAP 177,
MEAT AND LIVESTOCK RE 1980.1990.
_ 10f 1977.
[16th April, 1977] 30 of 1980.

220f 1987.
29of 1988.

1 ThisAct may becited astheMeat and Livestock Act. Shorttitle.

2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires- Interpretation.

“Association” meansthe Belize Livestock Producers A ssoci ation established

under section 14;

“butcher” meansany person who daughtersor causesto be daughtered any

cattlethemesat of whichisintended for saleor for human consumption;

“cattle’” meanscastrated or entireof any bull, cow, bullock, heifer, calf, steer,

0X, ewe, wether, ram, goat, kid, boar, sow, gilt or swine;

“cess’ meansamonetary imposition raised under section 21;

“Commisson” meansthe Mesat and Livestock Commission established under

section 3;

“exporter” meansany person licensed to export any cattle or to process meat

for export;

“financial year” means, in respect of any matters relating to the revenue,

expenditure and accounts of the Commission or the Association, thetwelve

monthsending on the 31st December inclusiveinany year;
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290f 1988.

CAP 291

Establishment of
the Commission.

“trader” meansany person engaged inthewholesale or retail tradein mest,
not intended for export;

“livestock” meansany cattleasdefinedinthisAct;
“meat” meanstheflesh or carcassof any cattleintended for human consumption;
“Minister” meansthe Minister for thetimebeing responsiblefor agriculture;

“owner” meansany proprietor of any cattleand includesany of hisauthorised
agentsor managers,

“producer” meansany person who breeds or fattensmore than five cattlefor
saleor by way of trade;

“daughter house’” meansany premises|icensed under the Food and DrugsAct
or maintained at public expensefor the daughter of cattlefor sale or human
consumption.

3.-(1) Thereishereby established aMeat and Livestock Commissionto be
known by that name which shall be a body corporate having perpetual
successi on and acommon seal, which shall bejudicially noticed and which
may sue and be sued inits corporate name and may make contractsand hold
and dispose of land of whatever tenure and other property for the purpose of
carrying out itsfunctionsunder thisAct.

(2) All deeds, documentsor other instrumentsrequiring the seal of the
Commission shall be sedl ed with the common sedl of the Commissioninthe
presence of the Chairman and one other member of the Commission who
shdl sgnevery such deed, document or other instrument to which thecommon
sed isaffixed.
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Meat and Livestock [CAP.214 7

4.-(1) TheCommissionshall consist of- Constitution of
the Commission.

(@  twoexofficiomembers, namely: 290f 1988,

0] the Permanent Secretary tothe Ministry of
Agriculture; and

(i) theHead of Animal HealthintheBdize Agricultura
Hedlth Authority or any organisationwhich may succeed
the Authority; and

(b) seven other membersappointed by the Minister, namely:
0] one person representing the exporters;
(i) one person representing thetraders;

(i) three personsfrom among not lessthan five members
nominated by the Belize Livestock Producers
Association; and

(iv)  two personshaving no connection with the meat and
livestock industry.

(2) Wheretheofficer mentionedin paragraph(a) (i) or (a) (ii) of subsection
(2) isunableto be present at any meeting of the Commission, he may appoint
an aternateto represent him at that meeting.

5-(1) ThePermanent Secretary to theMinistry of Agricultureshall bethe  Membership of
Chairman of the Commission and the officer appointed under paragraph (a) (i)  the Commission.
of subsection (1) shall bethe Deputy Chairman of the Commission. 290f 1988,
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(2 Every member appointed by theMinister shall, unlessheearlier va
cates office by death or resignation, hold officefor aperiod of two years. Any
appointed member who vacates office by passage of timeshall bedigiblefor
re-gppoi ntment.

(3) Any appointed member may at any timeresign hisoffice by letter
addressed tothe Minister.

(4) Anyvacancy inthemembership of the Commission shall befilled as
soon asmay be convenient, with dueregard to section 4.

(5) Noact or proceeding of the Commission shall beinvalid by reason
only of theexistence of any vacancy amongst itsmembersor any defect inthe
appointment of amember thereof.

(6) If the Chairman or any appointed member istemporarily unableto
dischargethedutiesof hisofficeon account of ill health or absencefromthe
country or for any other cause, the Minister may with dueregard to section4
appoint someother person to act in hisplace as Chairman or as such member.

(7) Any person gppointed in place of any member who hasvacated office
by desth or resignation shall hold office only for theunexpired term of officeof
such member who hasvacated office.

(8) Any member of the Commission shall bedeemedto havevacated his
seat if he-

(@ dies, iscertifiedinsane, isadjudicated abankrupt or accepts
any officeof profit under the Commission;

(b) not being an ex officio member, isabsent without the leave
of the Commission fromfour consecutive meetingsof the
Commission,
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(© not being an ex officio member, ceasesto beeligibleto
serveonthe Commission.

6.-(1) TheCommissionshall hold meetingsfor thetransaction of itsbusiness  Meetings and
at such time and place and upon such days asthe Chairman may determine  quorum.
fromtimetotime.

(2 TheCharmanmay a any time, and shal within seven daysof therece pt
of arequisitionfor that purpose addressed to him by any threemembers, call a
gpecia meeting of the Commission.

(3) TheChairmanshal presideat al meetingsat whichheispresentandin  290f 1988.
hisabsencethe Deputy Chairman shall presideat the meeting, andinthe abosence
of both the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman, the Minister may appoint any
other member of the Commissionto act as Chairman.

(4) Atany meeting of the Commission, five membersshall constitutea
quorum, and thebusiness shd| betransacted on thevote of the mgjority present
andvoting.

7.-(1) Thepowersand dutiesof the Commission shall be- Powers and
duties of the

. s e
(@  toemploy suchofficersand servantsupon such termsand mmisson

conditionsasit may think fit;

(b) to specify therecordsto be kept and thereturnsto be
made by the Commission, Association, Owners, exporters,
importers, butchersand traders;

(© torecelve and deal with returns made pursuant to
paragraph (b);

(d) to register and regul ate cattle breeding societies,
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30 0f 1980. (f)
(¢)
(h)
300f 1980. @)
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(m)
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(©)

(P)
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to hold or otherwise operate auction sales of livestock;
to control thedaughtering of femaelivestock;

toimpaose minimum weight restrictionson thedaughtering of
al livestock;

to regulatethe movement of cattleand meat withinand
betweendigtricts,

to gradelivestock and meat and to specify the standards
to be applied therefor;

to control the sale and exportation of live cattleto be
used for breeding or for daughter and to specify the
standardsto be applied thereto;

to control theimportation of live cattlefor daughter or
for breeding;

to operate meat packing plants;
to establish depotsand agenciesfor the purchase of livestock;

to advise exporters, tradersand the Associ ation on any matter
concerning themesat and livestock industry;

to advisetheMinister on all matters concerned with the mesat
and livestock industry;

to appoint such executive committees or sub-committees
asmay berequired for the efficient performance of itsduties
and functionsunder thisAct;
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Meat and Livestock [CAP.214 1

(o)) to bean arbitrator, when requested, in any dispute, issue or
disagreement arising between any exporter and any trader or
between either or both of these and the Association or be-
tween the Association and such company or companiesasmay
be approved by the Minister under section 20:

Provided that the Commission’sdecision thereon
shdll befina and binding onal the parties concerned;

(3] to receive and expend such moniesasmay accruetothe
Commission;

)] to do any other act that may be necessary to give effect
to one or more of the above.

(2 TheCommission shal comply with any direction whether general or
particular given by the Minister in connection with the exercise or discharge of
any powersor duties conferred upon the Commission.

8.-(1) The Commission may, withtheapprova of theMinister, makeregulations  Regulations.
for carrying out itspowersand dutiesunder the Act, for the devel opment of the

livestock industry and in particular for prescribing anything required to be

prescribed.

(2 Any person who contravenes any regul ations made under this Act
commitsan offence.

9.-(1) TheCommissionshall haveitsownfund. Funds of the

Commission.
(2 Theresndl bepaidintothefund of the Commission-
@ such sumsprovided for intheannua budget asmay be
approved by theMinigter;
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12 CAP.214] Meat and Livestock

(b) any other sumsdueto the Commission from any other
source.

300f 1980. (3) Thereshall bepaid out of thefund in respect of each financia year dl
such sumsasarerequired to defray the expensesincurred by the Commission
intheexercise, discharge and performance of itspowers, functionsand duties
under thisAct or any regulationsmadethereunder.

Accounts of the  10.  TheCommissionshal causeproper accountsto bekept of itsfinancial

Commission. transactions. Such accountsshall bemadeupinrespect of each financial year
and audited by an auditor appointed by the Commission and approved by the
Minister and when so audited shall be submitted to the Minister, who shall
causethem to be published in the Gazette and at | east onelocal newspaper
within six monthsof thecloseof thefinancid year.

Estimates. 11.-(1) TheCommissionshall, inrespect of each financial year, asearly as
may be convenient, prepareand submit totheMinister insuchformasrequired
by the Miniter, theestimates of theincomerecoverableand expenditureto be
incurred during thet financid year. TheCommisson shdl dso obtainand submit
theestimates of the Associ ation, together with the commentsif any onthem.

(20 TheMinister may approve or amend such estimates.

(3) WhentheMinister has approved the estimates he shall causethe
sameto be published in the Gazette.

(4) All new or specia expenditure, with the exception of emoluments,
shdl receivethegpprova of theMinigter beforebeingincludedintheestimates.

(5) Except withtheapproval of the Minister, no further sum shall be
expended during any financid year other thanisprovided for intheestimates
relatingtosuchfinancid year.
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Meat and Livestock [CAP.214 13

12.-(1) TheCommission shall prepareannually awritten report of itsactivities  Annual report.
during thefinancia year together with acompl ete statement of itsfinancia po-
sition and itsaccounts, audited asprovided for in section 10.

(2) TheCommissionshal transmit certified copiesof suchreport, satement
and accountsto the Minister who shall lay them beforethe National Assembly.

13.  TheCommissonmay, withtheapprova of theMinister, makerulesfor  Rules.
regulatingitsproceedingsand may fromtimeto timealter or amend them.

14. For the purposesof thisAct, thereishereby established anassociation  BelizeLivestock
of livestock producersin Belize known asthe Belize Livestock Producers — Producers

Assodiation. Association.
15.  Theobjectsof the Association shall be- Objects of the
Association.
(@ to promote understanding and goodwill among the members
of the Association;
(b) to promotethe development of thelivestock industry;
(© to nominatethe Association’srepresentativesonthe Meat and
Livestock Commissionto safeguard theinterestsof members
inall matters concerned with the production and marketing of
livestock;
(d) to encouragethe production of better livestock and the
formation of cattle breeding societies,
(e to providetechnical and other information of assistanceto
members,
() to promoteincreased consumption of beef and livestock
products;
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14 CAP.214] Meat and Livestock

(9  topaticipaeinlivestock exhibitions;

(h) to providefor the benefit of members, educationa andtraining
facilitiesinthelivestock industry;

(i) to negotiate with such company or companiesasmay be
approved by theMinister under section 20, fromtimetotime,
thepricespayablefor livestock;

()] generaly todoall things necessary to be donein the best
interestsof thelivestock industry.

Membership. 16.-(1) Every producer shdl bedigibleto be amember of the Association.

(2) The Association may, with theapproval of the Minister, makerules
specifying the procedure to be adopted in the regi stration of members.

Register of 17.-(1) The Committee of Management of the Association shal keep, insuch
Members form asmay be prescribed by the Commission, aregister containing, inrespect
of each member of the Association, particularsof-

(@ hisfull nameand address;
(b) thenumber and kinds of cattle belonging to him; and

(© such other particularsasthe Commission may fromtimeto
timeprescribe.

(2) Separate registers shall be maintained in respect of the various
digtricts.

(3) Theregigtersshal beopen toingpection during normal officehours
by any member of the Association or of the Commission.
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Meat and Livestock [CAP.214 15

(4) Every registered producer shall beissued with acertificate of registra-
tion, which shall be surrendered when he ceasesto beamember.

18.-(1) Theaffairsof the Association shall be managed by aCommitteeof =~ Committeeof
Management (hereinafter referredtoas theCommitte”, which shall havecontrol ~ Management.
of theincome, capital and property of the Association and shal havefull authority

inal matters connected with the appointment and dismissal of the officersand

employeesof the Associ ation and with the administration of theaffairsand the
accomplishment of the objectsand purposes of the Association.

(2) TheCommitteeshall consst of eight members.

(3) TheCommitteeshall beelected at the Annual General Meeting. The
electionshall beby ballot.

(4) Theterm of office of amember of the Committee shall betwo years
fromthedateof hiselectionand heshall bedligiblefor re-election:

Provided however that half the number of members determined by the
drawing of lotsshall resigntheir seatsat theend of thefirst year.

(5) TheCommitteeshdl dect annually fromamongitsmembersaCharman,
Vice-Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary and other office-bearers asit deems

necessay.

(6) A member of the Committee may resign hisseat by aletter addressed
tothe Chairman.

(7) When any member resigns or vacates his seat or isdeemed to have
vacated his seat, aperson may be nominated by the Committeein hisplace.
The person so nominated shdl hold officefor theremainder of theterm of office
of such member.
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16 CAP. 214] Meat and Livestock

(8) Subject to the existence of aquorum, the powers of the Committee
shall not be affected by any vacancy inthe membership thereof.

(9) Any member of the Committeewho-
(@ des
(b) isadjudicated bankrupt;
(©) iscertifiedinsane;
(d) holdsany officeof profitinthegift of the Association;

@) isabsent from three consecutive meetingswithout vaid reasons
acceptableto the Committee; or

) isserving aprison sentence,
shall be deemed to have vacated his sedt.

(20) Thefirst Committeeshall, however, benominated by theMinister and
it shdl hold officetill thefirst Annual General Mesting of the Association.

(11) The Committee shall meet on aregular basisfor the transaction of
business.

Functionsof the  19.-(1) The Committee shall comply with any lawful direction giventothe
Committee. Association by the Commission.

(2) TheCommitteeshall haveand may exerciseal the powersconferred
uponthe Association under thisAct.

(3) The Committee shall submit an annual returnto the Commission at
suchtimeandinsuchformasthe Commission may determine, of al registered
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Meat and Livestock [CAP.214 17

members of the Association, together with such other information asmay be
contained inthe Register of the Association.

(4 The Committee shall take notice of any resolution passed by the
Associationingenera meeting.

20.-(1) The pricespayablefor cattleintended for slaughter or export, shall,  Pricesfor
from timeto time be determined by negotiation betweenthe Associationand ~ livestock.
such company or companies as may be approved by the Minister under
subsection (2). Intheevent of afailureto arrive at aprice by negotiation, the

matter shall bereferred by the Associationto the Commissionfor arbitration.

(2) TheMinister shall, by Order published in the Gazette, approve such
company or companiesincorporated in Belize asare engaged in the meat and
livestock industry with which the Association isto enter into negotiationsas
provided for in subsection (1).

21.-(1) TheAssociation shall, with theapproval of theMinigter, impose, levy  Cess on cattle.
and collect accessupon all cattlesold to butchersor sold for export. Therates

of cessapproved by the Minister shall be published in the Gazette beforethe

gtart of eachfinancial year.

(2) Thebutcher isresponsiblefor the collection of cessfrom the producer
a thetimeof purchaseand for itspayment at thetime of daughter tothedaughter
house operators or such other person asmay be designated by the Minister.

(3) Thecessshdl belevied onthebasisof per head of cattleand shall not
bevaried during thefinancia year inrespect of whichit wasimposed.

(4) Until the cesson cattle sold for export isfixed by the Association with
theapproval of the Minister-

@ any exporter of livecattlefor daughter shall pay tothe
Association acessof ten dollars plusan ad valoremtax of
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18 CAP. 214] Meat and Livestock

two per cent onthe salesvalue; and

(b) any exporter of livecattlefor breeding shall pay to the
Association an ad valoremfee of two per cent onthe sales

vaue
Fund of the 22.-(1) The Association shall haveitsown fund.
Association.
(2) Thereshdl be paidinto thefund of the Association-
(@ al such sumsasmay be collected by the Association by
wal of cess;
(b) any other sumsdueto the Association fromany other
source.
(3) Thereshall bepaid out of thefundin respect of each financial
yedr-

()] all such sumsasarerequired to defray the expenses
incurred by theCommissionintheexercise, dis-
charge and performance of itspowers, functions
and dutiesunder thisAct or any regulationsmade
thereunder; and

(i) all such sumsasarerequired to defray the expenses
of the Association and which have been provided
for inthe budget submitted to and approved by the
Commisson:

Provided that theannual budget of the Commission
and the Association have been approved by the
Miniger.
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Meat and Livestock [CAP.214 19

(4) Any sumremaining after defraying the expensesreferred toin subsec-
tion (3) shall be paid into afund to be known asthe “ Livestock Producers
Development Fund”.

(5) Theadministration of the Fund referred to in subsection (4) shall be
vestedinaBoard of Trusteesconsisting of threetrustees, one nominated by
the Minister, one by the Commission and one by the Association. Regulations
may be made by the Minister for theadministration of the Livestock Producers
Development Fund.

23.  TheAssociation shal cause proper accountsto bekept of itsfinancial ~ Accounts of the
transactions. Such accountsshall bemade upin respect of each financia year ~ Association.
and audited by an auditor appointed by the Association and approved by the

Minister, and when so audited shall be submitted to the Minister who shall

causethem to be published inthe Gazette and at | east in onelocal newspaper,

withinsix monthsof thecloseof thefinancia year.

24.-(1) Thereshal bean Annual General Meeting of the Associationbefore  Meetings of the
theend of themonth of February of eachyear. Thismeetingshal becaledby Association.
the Committeeand shall consider Annua Reportsdealing with thefinancesand

management of the A ssociation and the e ection of the Committee.

(2) TheCommitteeshdl, if requested to do soinwriting by twenty members
of the Association, cal aSpecid Generd Meeting giving twenty-onedaysnotice
thereof to al members. Discussionsat such meeting shall berestricted tothe
matter for which themeetingwasca led.

25.  TheAssociation may withtheapprova of theCommission, makerules  Rulesregulating
to regulate the procedure at meetings of the Association and the Committee  business of the
and thetransaction of businessat such meetings. Association.

26. The Committee shall keep full and proper accounts of their financial ~ Accounts of the
transactionsin respect of eachfinancial year, and such accountsshall beaudited ~ Committee.
and submitted to the Commissionwithin six monthsof theclose of thefinancia

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



20 CAP. 214] Meat and Livestock

year and the accounts together with the auditor’sreport shall also belaid
beforethe Association at the next Annua General Mesting.

Committeeto 27.  TheCommittee shall in respect of each financial year prepare and

submitestimates g jhmyjt to the Commissionintheform required by the Minister estimatesof the

of revenue and . . . . " .

expenditure. income receivableand expenditure to beincurred by the Association during
that financia yesar.

Annual Reportof ~ 28.  TheCommittee shall also prepareand present tothe Annual General
the Association. Meeting of membersof the Association areport of itsproceedingsfor each

financid year.
Liability of the 29. No member of the Commission, or the Committee of M anagement of
members. the Association shall be persondly liablefor any act or default doneor omitted

to bedonein good faith in the course of the operations of the Commission or
the Association, asthe case may be.

Duties of the 30.-(1) TheMinister may givetothe Commissioninwriting general or specia
Minister. directions asto the performance of the duties and the exercise of the powers
of theCommission.

(2) TheMinister may from timeto time direct the Commission or the
Asociaioninwritingtofurnishtohiminsuchformsashemay requirereturns,
accountsand other information with respect to the property and business of
the Commission or the Association and the Commission or the Association as
the casemay be, shal carry out every such direction.

(3) TheMinister may order dl or any of theactivitiesof the Commission
or the Association to beinvestigated and reported upon by such person or
personsashe may specify and upon such order being made, the Commission
or the Association, asthe case may be, shall afford all such facilitiesto carry
out such order.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Meat and Livestock [CAP.214 =

31.  Anypersonwho contravenesany of theprovisonsof thisActorof any  Offenceand
regulations madethereunder commitsan offenceunder thisActandisliableon  penalty.
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or to
imprisonment for aperiod not exceeding six months, or to both such fineand

period of imprisonment.
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