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CHAPTER 234
HARBOURSAND MERCHANT SHIPPING
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
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CHAPTER 234

Ch. 149,

R.L.,1958.

CAP 191, HARBOURSAND MERCHANT SHIPPING

R. E. 1980-1990.

40 of 1963.

17 of 1978.

22 of 1987.

330f 1989.

42 of 1999.

S.1.17 of 1964. [29th June, 1920]

PART |
Preliminary

Short title. 1. ThisAct may be cited asthe Harbours and Merchant Shipping Act.

Interpretation. 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires-
“buoysand beacons’ includesal other marksand signsused for that purpose;
“harbour” meansaharbour namedin or appointed under thisAct andincludes
the approaches or channelsof ingressand theforeshore of any harbour;
“Harbour Master” meansany person lawfully performing the duties of such
officer, or acting under the orders of the Harbour M aster;
“home-tradevessdl” includesevery vessel employed in trading between any
port or placein Belize, and portsor placesaong theline of coast from Belize
north and west to the port of Campéche, and south and east to San Juan de
Nicaragua, including theBay Idands;
“IMMARBE" meansthelnternational Merchant Marine Registry of Belize

CAP 236. established under section 3 of the Registration of Merchant ShipsAct;
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Harboursand Merchant Shipping [CAP.234 9

“lighthouses” includesfloating and other lights exhibited for the guidance of
ships,

“Minister” meansthe Minister for thetimebeing responsiblefor Ports; 17 of 1978.

“Port Authority” meansthe Belize Port Authority established under theBelize  CAR 233.
Port Authority Act.

“seaman” includesevery person except mastersand pil ots, employed or engaged
inany capacity on board any ship;

“ship” meansand includes every description of vessdl, boat or other craft used
innavigation, including al vesselsparticularly referredtoin Part 111.

3. TheMinister may by order formtimeto timeappoint harboursforthe  Minister may

purposeof thisAct and declarethelimitsand boundariesthereof. appoint
harbours.
400f 1963.

4, Until otherwise ordered under thenext preceding section, thelimitsand ~ Limitsof the

boundariesof theharbour of Belize City arehereby declared tobe, fromBelize  harbour of
City bridgeto the point opposite Moho Caye, from that point toMoho Caye, ~ BelizeCity.
from Moho Cayeto thesouthern point of Ryder’sCaye(caled onthe Admiraty

chart, 522, of the harbour of Belize City, the“Hen and Chickens' Cayes’),

thenceto the southernmost point of the westernmost of the Drowned Cayes,

southward along the inside of the Drowned Cayes to Water Caye, thence

southwest to Spanish Cayeand Long Caye, and thence, including thewhol e of

Southern Grennel’s Channel northwest to Grennel’s Caye, thence north to

Robinson’s Point, thence duewest to the mainland, and thenceto the Belize

City bridge, including thesame.
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10 CAP.234] Harbours and Merchant Shipping

PART II
Provisions for General Management of Harbours

Harbour Master. 5.-(1) The person appointed to the post of Ports Commissioner under the
CAP.233. Belize Port Authority Act shall perform thedutieswhichimmediately before
such appointment were being performed by the Harbour Master under this

17 of 1978. Act.
2 Pending the gppoi ntment of the Ports Commissioner the persons
holding thepost of Harbour Master and Assistant Harbour Master shdl continue

to act assuch.
Powers of 6.-(1) TheMinister shal havethe general superintendence, management and
Minister. control of the harbour of Belize City and the other harboursof Belizeand of dl

thelighthouse gtations, lighthouses, shordlights, buoys, beaconsand other works
and apparatusfor thewarning and guidanceof shipswithin Bdizeor theterritorid
watersthereof and may dodl or any of thefollowing things-

(@ makeregulationsfor -

(i) thecontrol, improvement, preservation and inspection
of lighthouse stations, lighthouses, shorelights, buoys
and beacons;

(ii) thecontrol, improvement, preservation and mainten-
ance of all or any of the ports, harbours, roadsteads,
riversor publicwharvesof Belize, and for themainten-
ance of good order therein;

(iii) requiring theexhibition of suchlightsand signasas
may be cons dered necessary and regul ating the steps
to betaken for avoiding collisonshby shipsnavigating
thewatersof any harbour, port, roadstead, river or
other inland waters,
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Harboursand Merchant Shipping [CAP.234 11

(iv)  imposing pendtiesfor breachesthereof not exceeding
fivehundred dollarswhich may berecovered on sum-
mary conviction;

v) carrying out generally the provisionsof thisAct;

(b) make, and when made, alter, vary or suspend, scalesof dues 14 of 1966.
to be paid by personsusing any public or privatewharf for
landing goods, or otherwise, or any building onany suchwharf;

() definepublicwharvesandthelimitsthereof;

(d) exemptfrom payment of thewholeor any part of any light,
port or harbour dues or charges, the steamer or steamers of
any person or company who entersinto acontract withthe
Government;

(& exemptfrom payment of thewhole or any part of any light,
port or harbour duesor charges, the transports or store ships
of any friendly foreign Government or Governments,

() leaseany portion of any publicwharf to any person or company,
and makeregulationsfor prescribing thetermsand conditions
of suchleaseincluding theexemptioninwholeor in part of any
tonnage duesthat would otherwise be payabl e by the person
or company so leasing aportion of apublic wharf.

(2)  Any regulationsmade under paragraph (f) shall be subject to
negetiveresolution.

7. Shipsof war, shipsused astransports, or storeshipsintheserviceof  Exemptions.
the Government of Belize, shipsarrivingindistressand neither landing cargo for
sale or consumption, nor taking on board any additional cargo, shipscarrying
mailsunder contract with the Government, and shipsarriving at any portin
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Minister to make
regulations.

40 of 1963.

Interpretation.

Belizemerely for the purpose of communicating or receiving orders, and not
landing nor taking on board any cargo, shall be exempt from the payment of
light dues.
8.-(1) TheMinister may fromtimeto timemakeregulations-

(@ forthefixingandlevyingof light dues,

(b) forthefixingandlevyingof port, harbour, tonnage or other
duesin respect of shipsof variousclasses;

(c) forthepayment of al such duesor any of them.

2 All suchregulaionsshal besubmittedfor goprovd tothe Nationd
Assembly which may by resolution rescind, add to, alter or amend them, and
upon such approval shdl be published intwo successveissuesof the Gazette
and thereafter shall havetheforceand effect of law.

PART 11
A.-Coastal and River Passenger Trade
9. InthisPart, unlessthe context otherwise requires-
“coastal andriver service’” meanspassenger trade betweendl placesin Bdlize
whether by seaor onany river or inland water and includesthe coastal and
river service between Belize and the coasts of the Republics of Mexico,

Guatemala, Hondurasand Nicaragua;

“passenger” meansany person carried in avessel other than the master and
crew, but shal not include distressed seamen,

“vessd” includesaship, boat or dory inwhatever way propelled or any other
description of vessel used in the coastal and river service or in conveying
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THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

passengersfrom such vessel to land or vice versa.

10. NothinginthisPart shdl behedinany way tointerferewith theoperation
of the provisions of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, or of any Act or Acts
amending it asmay havetheforceof law in Belize.

11. ThisPart shall apply only to vesselsowned, operated or managed by
personsresidingin Belize, except sofar asitsprovisonsapply toforeignvessds.

12.-(1) TheHarbour Master may on application and after examination by such
person or personsasthe Harbour Master may fromtimetotimeappoint, inthis
Act referred to asthe examiner, grant to vessel sengaged in the coastal and
river service" Sea-going Certificates’ intheform of the First Schedule, and any
such certificate shall beliableto berevoked at any timefor good cause by the
Harbour Master.

2 Any certificate granted under subsection (1), shall remainin
forceuntil 31st December intheyear whereinitisgranted and shall statethe
maximum number of passengerswhich such vessd isauthorised to carry, the
load draught and such other particulars asthe Harbour Master may require
and prescribe.

13. Before granting any certificate under section 12, the Harbour Master
shdl requirethat every vessel so engaged inthe coastal and river service shdl
be supplied with asufficient number of boats (if any) and life-saving apparatus
and shall conformto all the conditionsand requirementswhich the Harbour
Master may prescribeby regulations.

14.-(1) If any vessel asmentioned in sectionisso loaded asto be submerged
insalt water below theload draught stated in the certificate, she shall bedeemed
to beunfit to proceed to seawithout danger to human lifewithin the meaning of
section 25 and may be detained as provided in that section.

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.

Act not to
interferewith
certain Imperia
Acts.

1894, c. 60.

Vessels to which
Act applies.

Harbour Master
may grant “sea-
going” certifica-
tes to ships
engaged in the
coastal and
river service.
First

Schedule.

Requirements as
to boats and
life-saving
apparatus.

Penalty for
overloading.

REVISED EDITION 2000



14

CAP.234]

Harbours and Merchant Shipping

Recognition of
certificates.
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Saving clause as
to vessels under
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2 Any master proceeding to sea with avessel so submerged
commitsan offenceandisliableon summary convictiontoafineof fivehundred
dollars.

15. TheHarbour Master shall accept and recognize all certificatesbeing
unexpired andinlegal operation issued under theprovisonsof any Actinthe
United Kingdom or in any of the British possessionsor such other certificates
astheMinister may direct.

16.-(1) Novessel engaged inthe coastal and river service shall proceed to
seaor on ariver voyagewithout a* Sea-going Certificate” from the Harbour
Master or acertificate recognizable under section 15.

2 Theowner or master of any such vessel who sendsor permits
suchvessd to proceed to seaor onariver voyagein contravention of subsection
(1) commitsan offence and shall each beliableto afine not exceeding one
thousand dollars.

17. Theprovisionsof sections12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 shall apply to vessels
under fivetonsnet register only in sofar asthe Minister shall by regulations
prescribe, as to the examination and inspection of them and the issue of
certificatesin respect thereof.

18. TheMinister shal have power to make regulationsto providefor-

(@ theexamination of masters, matesand engineersof vessels,
the conduct of the examinations, and thequalification of the
applicantsand thegranting of certificatesof competency;

(b) theexamination, survey, inspection and measuring of vessdls,
and themanner of determining and marking of draught
freeboard and | oad linesthereof and theissue of “ Sea-going
Certificates’ inrespect thereto;
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Harboursand Merchant Shipping [CAP.234 15

() thegenera equipment of vesselsand provisionto be madefor
the number of the crew, including amate or mates, and for the
safety of passengers, having regard to the nature of the passage,
the number of passengersto be carried, the season of the
year, and the safety of thevessdl;

(d) thelightstobecarried:

Providedthat al suchregulaionsastolightsshal gpply only tovessds
not required to carry alight by the searegul ations made under the Merchant
Shipping Act, 1894; 1894, c. 60.

(e themeansto beadopted for theidentification of vessels,

(f)  themeansto beadopted for the prevention of the overloading
of vess,

(90 keepingorder onsuchvesses;

(h) dividingthevessdsinto classestowhichtheregulationsor any
of themareto gpply, and providing for theexemption of classes
of vessdsfrom theregulaionsor any of them and for theinspec-
tion and registration of vessalsunder fivetonsnet register and
for theissueof certificatestherefor;

() theimpostion of feeswith respect to examinationsfor, andthe
issue of certificates of competency, and with respect to the
examination, survey, and ingpection of vessels, and theissue of
“Sea-going Certificates’ in connection therewith, and for the
inspection and testing of life-saving apparatus,

() theimpostion of finesnot exceeding five hundred dollarsfor
the breach of any suchregulations.
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19.  The Minister shall deliver to every person who has passed the
prescribed examination satisfactorily, or hasotherwi se satisfied theMinister of
hiscompetency to act asmaster, mate or engineer, and hasgiven satisfactory
evidence of his sobriety, experience, ability and general good conduct, a
certificate, hereinafter called a“ Certificate of Competency”, in theform
contained inthe Second Schedule, to the effect that heis competent to act as
master, mate or engineer of avessel engaged inthecoastal and river service.

20.-(1) If theMinister issatisfied that the master of avessel hashad long and
specia experiencein navigating avessd to any particular portsor places, he
may grant him aspecial certificate of service in such form and with such
particulars ashe may appoint authorising himto take command of avessel to
such particular portsor places notwithstanding that he may be unableto obtain
acertificate of competency under thisAct.

2 If such master takeshisvessel to any other portsor placesthan
those to which hiscertificate authoriseshim, he shall beliableto have such
certificate cancelled and to afine not exceeding one thousand dollars.

21.-(1) Novessel engaged inthe coastal and river service shall goto seaor
proceed on ariver voyage unlessthe master and mate, if any such berequired,
and enginesr, if any such berequired, of such vessdl possessesvalid certificates
of competency or service appropriateto their severa stationsin such vessdl.

2 Any person who, having been engaged to servein any of the
capacities mentioned in subsection (1), goesto seaor proceedson ariver
voyagein such capacity without being at thetime possessed of acertificateas
required by subsection (1), commitsan offence and shall for each offence be
liableto afine not exceeding onethousand dollars.

(3 Any person who employs any other person in any of the
capacities mentioned in subsection (1) without ascertai ning that such other
personisat thetime possessed of such certificate asaforesaid, the onus of
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Harboursand Merchant Shipping [CAP.234 17

proving which shall beon such employer, shall for each offencebeliabletoa
finenot exceeding onethousand dollars.

22.-(1) Every certificateissued by the Minister shall besigned and shall be  Certificatesto
madein duplicate and one copy of such certificate shall bedeliveredtothe  be signed by
person entitled to the certificate and the other shall bekept and recorded by the 9k
Miniger. 400of 1963.

2 All cancellations, suspensions, alterationsor other proceedings
inanywiseaffecting any certificate madeor taken by theMinister inpursuance  400of 1963.
of the powersherein contained shal be entered intherecord of certificatesand
acopy purporting to be certified by the clerk of any entry madeasaforesaidin
respect of any certificate, shall be sufficient evidence of thetruth of the matters
stated in such entry, unlessthe contrary isshown.

23.-(1) If amaster, mate or engineer provesto thesatisfaction of theMinister  Loss of

that he haswithout fault on hispart lost or been deprived of acertificategranted  Certificateand
tohim, theMinister shall, andin any other case may, upon payment of such fee, 3L?,Tf'c'§e°f

if any, asisdirected, causeacopy of the certificatetowhich by therecordkept 40 0f 1963,

in pursuanceof thisAct he appearsto beentitled, to be certified by theclerk,

and to beddiveredto him.

2 A copy of any such certificate purporting to be so certified shall
haveall theeffect of theorigind.

24.-(1) Any officer of the Port Authority, justice of the peace, officer of cusoms  power of
or member of the Belize Police Department may at any reasonabletimeingpect  inspection.
any vessel engaged inthe coastal and river servicefor thepurposeof satisfying ~ 170f 1978,
himself that all therequirementsof thisAct have been complied with and may 420f 1999,
for thispurpose call for and inspect any certificatesgranted under thisPart.

2 If the owner, master or engineer refusesto permit theinspection
of any certificatesby any of the personsmentioned in subsection (1), hecommits
an offenceand isliableto afine not exceeding two hundred dollars.
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18 CAP.234] Harbours and Merchant Shipping

17 of 1978. 3 Any person who impedes or obstructsany officer of the Port

42 0f 1999. Authority, justice of the peace, officer of customsor member of the Belize
Police Department while making any ingpection under subsection (1), commits
an offenceandisliableto afine not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars.

Power of 25.-(1) Whereavessdl about to proceed on avoyageinthe coastal and river
detention of servicewith passengersisan unsafe vessel, ajustice of the peace, officer of
unsafe vessel. customsor any member of the Belize Police Department or an officer of the
170f 1978 Port Authority may detain such vessel andimmediately report to the Harbour
420f 199, Master thefact of the detention and the reason for hisaction.

2 For the purposes of thissection, avessel isan unsafevessd if
there has been any failureto comply with the provisionsof thisAct or if by
reason of -

(@ thedefectiveconditionof her hull, equipment or machinery;
or

(b)  under-manning or over-loading or improper loading or insuffi-
cient life-saving apparatus,

such vessdl isunfit to proceed without serious danger to human life, having
regard to the nature of the servicefor which sheisintended.

(3 Where any vessel has been so detained, the Harbour Master
may-

(@ issueanorder authorising thedetaining officer to permit the
vessel to proceed on such conditionsasthe Harbour M aster
may prescribe;

(b) ded withthevesse under Part1V;

() makeany other order which may be deemed necessary.
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Harboursand Merchant Shipping [CAP.234 19

4 If the master of any vessel so detained actsin contravention of
any order made by the Harbour Master under this section, he commits an
offence and is liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or to
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding six months.

26.-(1) Any person who sends or attemptsto send, or isparty tosendingor ~ Penalty for

attempting to send, avessel whether engaged inthe coastal and river service, ~ sending or

asdefined in thisPart, or otherwise, and every master who knowingly takes ~ &€mpting to
. . . send unsea-

such vessel to seaor on ariver in such unseaworthy statethat thelife of any worthy vessel

personislikely to bethereby endangered, commits amisdemeanor, andis  on avoyage.

liableto afinenot exceeding onethousand dollars or to beimprisoned for any

period not exceeding two years, unlesshe provesthat he used all reasonable

meansto insure her being sent to seaor on ariver in aseaworthy state, or that

her goingto seaor onariver in such unseaworthy satewas, inthecircumstances,

reasonableand judtifiable.

2 A prosecution under this section shall not beinstituted except
with the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions, and shall not be
punishableon summary conviction.

27.-(1) Subject to subsection (2), any master or personin chargeof any vessel  Penalty for
engaged in the coastal and river servicewho carriesinsuch vessel agreater  carying
number of passengersthan isspecified on such vessel’scertificate, shall be  P3SSENgersin
ligbleto afineof not lessthan twenty dollarsand not exceeding fifty dollarsfor XS

each passenger so carried in excess.

2 TheHarbour Master may under circumstanceswhichto him
appear judtifiableissueaspecid licencefor any onevoyageenabling such vess
to carry such number of passengersin excess of the number so specified as
may in such specid licence be mentioned.
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20 CAP.234] Harbours and Merchant Shipping

B.-Foreign Vlessels

Provisions as to 28.-(1) Whereaforeign vessel engaged in the coastal and river serviceis,
detention of whilst at any port or placein Belize, unsafe by reason of the defectivecondition
foreign vessels. of her hull, equipment or machinery, or by reason of over |oading or improper
loading, or by reason of under-manning, and engages or is about to take
passengersfrom Belize, shemay be provisionally detained by the Harbour
Master, or any officer of customs, magistrate of thedistrict or ajustice of the
42 of 1999. peace, or any member of the Belize Police Department.

2 Any person who detainsavessel pursuant to subsection (1),
shall at oncereport to the Harbour Master the fact of the detention.

(3 TheHarbour Master shall forthwith report inwriting thefact of
detention of the vesseal to the recognised consular officer, if therebeonefor
the state to which the vessel belongs, or if there be no such officer, to the
consigneeof thevessd.

4 Whereavessel hasbeen provisionally detained, the consular
officer, if therebe one, or if there be no such officer, the consignee of the
vessel may on therequest of theowner or master of thevessdl, requirethat the
person appointed by the Harbour Master to survey the vessel shall be
accompanied by such person asthe consular officer or consigneemay select,
and in such casg, if the surveyor and such person agree, the Harbour M aster
shall causethevessel to bedetained or rel eased accordingly, but if they differ
the Harbour Master may act asif therequisition had not been made and may
order asurvey to be made asisprovided in the case of aBritish ship under
Part1V.

(5) Theconsular officer or thecondgneg, asthecasemay be, instead
of requiring the Harbour Master to appoint aperson to survey the ship, may
with the consent of the owner or master undertake not to carry passengers,
and in such casethe Harbour Master may order that the vessel bereleased on
the condition that she doesnot carry passengersfrom Belize.
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PART IV
Unseaworthy Ships

29.-(1) Where aBelizean registered ship, being in any port or harbour of ~ Power to detain
Belize, isan unsafe ship, shemay be provisionally detained for thepurposeof ~ ships unfit to
being surveyed or for ascertaining thesufficiency of her crew and either finally ~ Proceed to sea
detained or released in accordance with subsections (3), (4) and (5).

2 For the purposes of thissection, ashipisanunsafe shipif by
reason of the defective condition of her hull, equipment or machinery, or
overloading, under-manning or improper loading sheisunfit to proceed to sea
without seriousdanger to human life, having regard to the nature of the service
for which sheisintended.

3 TheHarbour Master if he hasreason to believe on complaint or
otherwisethat aBelizean registered ship isunsafe may order the shipto be
provisionaly detained asan unsafe ship for the purpose of being surveyed, and
thereupon any officer of cussomsor of the Port Authority may detainsuchship 17 of 1978.
until her releaseisordered by the Harbour Master or by the Supreme Court.

4 When a ship has been provisionally detained, there shall be
forthwith served onthemaster of the ship awritten statement of the grounds of
her detention and the Harbour Master may appoi nt some competent person or
persons, hereinafter called the Inspector, to survey the ship and report thereon
to the Harbour Master.

(5) TheHarbour Master on receiving the report may either order
the ship to bereleased either upon or without conditions, or if in hisopinion the
shipisunsafe, may order her to befinally detained either absolutely or until the
performance of such conditionswith respect to the execution of repairs or
aterationsor theunloading or reloading of cargo or the manning of theship as
the Harbour Master thinks necessary for the protection of human lifeand the
Harbour Master may vary or add to any such order.
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Powers of 30.-(1) Any person appointed pursuant to section 29 (4) to survey aship may,
Inspectors. for the purposesof such survey, requirethe unloading or remova of any cargo,

ballast or tackle, and he may-

@

()

©

(d)

©

go onboard any such ship, and may inspect it or any part

thereof, or any of themachinery, boats, equipmentsor articles
on board thereof, not unnecessarily detaining or delaying her
from proceeding onany voyage;

enter and ingpect any premises, theingpection of which appear
to himto berequisitefor the purpose of thereport which heis

directed to make;

by summonsunder hishand, requirethe attendanceof dl such
personsas hethinksfit to call beforehim, and examinefor
such purpose, and may require answers or returnsto any

inquirieshethinksfitto make;

require and enforcethe production of all books, papersor
documentswhich he considersimportant for such purpose;

administer oaths, or may, inlieu of requiring or administering
an oath, requireevery person examined by himto makeand
subscribe adecl aration of the statementsmade by himinhis
examingtion.

(2  Anypersonwho-

@

()

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE [

refusesto attend asawitnessbefore any person so appointed,
after having been required to do soin manner hereby
directed,

refusesor neglectsto make any answer, or to giveany return,
or to produce any document in hispossession, or to make or
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subscribe any declarationswhich any such person so gppointed
isempowered to require under thisAct,

commitsan offenceand isliableto afine not exceeding two hundred and fifty
dollars.

31. Every personwho, having notice of the intention to make such survey,
wilfully doesor causesto be done any act by which the person appointed to
make such survey isprevented from or obstructed in ascertai ning the condition
of theship, her equipments, machinery and cargo, isliableto afinenot exceeding
fivehundred dollars.

32.  Acopy of every suchorder, and of thereport uponwhichit wasfounded,
and a so of any variation of or additionto such order, shal bedelivered assoon
aspossibleto the owner or master of the shiptowhichit relates.

33.  Whenaship hasbeen detained under thisPart, sheshall not bereleased
by reason of her Belizean register having been closed.

34. If uponthesurvey of aship under thisPart sheisreported to have been
at thetime of thesurvey, having regard to the nature of the servicefor which she
wasthenintended, unfit to proceed to seawithout seriousdanger to humanlife,
the expensesincurred by the Harbour Master in respect of the survey shall be
paid by theowner of the ship to the Harbour Master, and shall, without prgjudice
to any other remedy, berecoverable by suit or other proceeding by the Port
Authority.

35.-(1) If upon such survey the ship is not reported to have been unfit to
proceed to sea, having regard to the nature of the servicefor which shewas
intended, the Port Authority shal beliableto pay compensationto any person
for any lossor damagewhich hemay have sustained by reason of thedetention
of the ship for the purpose of survey, or otherwisein respect of such survey.
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Security for costs
may berequired.

ThePort
Authority may
recover costs of
survey.

17 of 1978.

Port Authority to
provide means.

17 of 1978.

Jurisdiction of
Supreme Court.

2 The compensation payable under this section shall not exceed
twenty centsfor every ton net register for every day or part of aday during
which she hasbeen detained.

36.  Whenacomplaint hasbeen madetotheHarbour Master that ashipis
not fit to proceed to sea, the Harbour Master may, if he thinksfit, before
ordering asurvey of the ship, requirethecomplainant to give, or providesuch
security asthe Harbour Master may think sufficient for the payment of the
costs and expenseswhich hemay incur in respect of the survey of the ship,
and of the compensation which hemay berendered liableto pay for lossor
damage, caused by her detention for the purpose of such survey, or otherwise
inrespect of such survey.

37.  When aship hashbeen surveyed under this Part in consequenceof a
complaint madeto the Harbour Master, if upon such survey being made, it
appearsthat such complai nt was made without reasonabl e cause, the expenses
incurred by the Harbour Master in respect of the survey of the ship and the
amount, if any, which he hasbeen rendered liableto pay in respect of any loss
or damage caused by her detention, shall berecoverable by the Port Authority
from such complainant.

38.  All moneyspayableby the Harbour Master in respect or by reason of
the survey or detention of aship under thisPart shall, subject to therights
hereby provided of recovering such moneysfrom the complainant, bepaid
out of moneysof the Port Authority.

39.-(1) If the owner of any ship surveyed under this Part isdissatisfied with
any order of the Harbour Master made upon such survey, hemay apply tothe
Supreme Court.

2 The court may, upon such application, if it thinksfit, appoint
oneor more competent personsto survey the ship anew, and any surveyor so
appointed shal haveadl the powersof the person by whomtheorigina survey
wasmade.
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3 Where pursuant to subsection (2), the court appointsoneor more
competent personsto survey the ship anew, thesurvey shal, if sorequired by
the Harbour Master or the shipowner, be madein the presence of any person
or persons appointed by them respectively to attend at the survey.

4 The court may make such order asto-

(@ thedetentionor release of theship;

(b) thepayment of any costs and damageswhich may have been
occasioned by her detention;

() thepayment of theexpensesof theorigina survey, and of the
survey made upon the court’sorder; and

(d) thepayment of any costsof, and incident to, the application,

asto the court may seemjust.

40. Inal caseswhereany court haspower under thisActto makeanorder  Levy on and

directing payment to be made of any penaltiesor other sumsof money, if the  saleof ship.

person so directed to pay themisthe master or owner of aship, and hehasnot

paid them at thetimeand in manner prescribed in the order, the court which

madethe order may, in additionto any other powersit may havefor the purpose

of compelling payment, direct the amount remaining unpaid to belevied by

distress, and sale of the said ship, her tackle, furniture and appare.

PART V
Shipwrecks and Casualties
41.-(1) It shall betheduty of the Harbour Master to makeinquiriesinto- Harbour Master
to enquj reinto
(@  shipwrecksor other casudtiesaffecting ships; and casualties.
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()

2

chargesof incompetency or misconduct onthe part of masters,
matesor engineersof ships, inthefollowing cases-

@

(i)

)

V)

(vi)

where ashipwreck or casualty occursto aBelizean
registered ship on or near the coast of Belize, ortoa
Bdizean registered shipinthecourseof avoyagetoa
portwithin Bdlize;

where ashipwreck or casualty occursin any part of
theworldto aBelizean registered ship registeredin
Bdize

where someof the crew of aBelizean registered ship
which has been wrecked, or to which a casualty
has occurred, and who are competent witnessesto
thefacts, arefoundin Belize;

wheretheincompetency or misconduct has occurred
on board aBelizean registered ship on or near the
coastsof Belize, or on board aBelizean registered
shipinthe course of avoyageto aport within Belize;

wheretheincompetency or misconduct has occurred
on board of aBdlizeanregistered shipregisteredin
Bdize

when the master, mate or engineer of aBelizean
registered ship, who is charged with incompetency
or misconduct on board that Belizean registered ship,
isfoundin Belize.

The powersand duties conferred by subsection (1) shall not

CAP.237. affect any enquiriesingtituted under the provisionsof the Wrecksand Salvage

Act.
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42.  TheHarbour Master onany inquiry under section41, may, by summons,
requirethe attendance of al such personsashethinksfit, and may examine
such persons and enforce the production of all books, papers, 10g-books,
accountsor other documentsreating to suchinquiry, and may administer oaths,
or require statutory declarations as to the truth of any statement made on
examination, and heshall have power todlow, in hisdiscretion, theexpensesof
witnesses, not exceeding the scale allowed by the Supreme Court.

43.  TheHarbour Master may-

(&) requiretheownersor their agents, the master, or any of the
seamen of any Belizean registered ship, being withinany part
or placein Belize, to produce any official log-books, or other
documentsrelating to such shipin hisor their possessionor
control;

(b) requireany such master to producealist of al personson
board hisship, and to take copies of such official og-books
or documents,

(©) muster thecrew of any such ship; and

(d) summonthemaster to appear and giveany explanation
concerning such ship, or her crew, or thesaid officia log-book,
or documents.

44, Every personwho-

(@ uponrequisitionduly made, refusesor neglectsto produceany
such official log-book or document, asheishereinrequiredto
produce, or to allow it to beinspected or copied asaforesaid;

or

(b) impedesany such muster of acrew asaforesaid; or

Harbour Master
may summon
witnesses.

Power to require
production of
log and other
documents.

Penalty for
neglecting to
produce log, etc.
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(c) refusesor neglectstogiveany explanaionwhich heisherein-
beforerequiredto give; or

(d)  knowingly misleads or deceives any person hereinbefore
authorised to demand such explanation,

commitsan offenceand isliableto afine not exceeding two hundred and
fifty dollars, andindefault of payment, toimprisonment for atermnot exceeding

threemonths.
Penalty for 45.- Every personwho-
impeding Harbour
Master. (@  wilfully impedestheHarbour Master intheexecution of his

duty; or

(b) refusestoattendin pursuanceof any summonsof theHarbour
Master; or

(c) refusesor neglectsto make any answer, or to furnish any
return, or to produce any document in his possession or
power, or to take any oath, or subscribe any declaration asto
thetruth of any statementsmade by him,

commitsan offenceandisliableto afine not exceeding two hundred and fifty
dollars, and in default of payment toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding
threemonths.

Magistrate and 46.-(1) If theHarbour Magter, after aninquiry, under section 41 should consider
two nautical amoreformal investigation to be necessary, he shall report thefactsto the
assessors to Minister, and thereupon the Minister may direct any magistrateto hold such
constitute court . . . . . . .

formd investigationinto the subject of theinquiry.

for formal
investigation.
40 of 1963. 2 At any investigation held under subsection (1), themagistrate
shall be assisted by two nautical assessorsto be appointed by the Minister,
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and when so appointed, the magi strate with the two nautical assessors shall
congtitutethe court for holding theinvestigation.

3 Subject to subsection (4) whenever a formal investigation
involves, or appearslikely toinvolve, any question asto the cancellation or
suspension of the certificate of amaster, mate or engineer, the court shall hold
theinvestigation with the assistance of not lessthan two assessorsbeing either
officersof themaritimewing of the Belize Defence Force of arank not lower
than that of lieutenant or personshaving experienceinthe Merchant Service.

4 In the case of an investigation in respect of any ship owned,
operated or managed by personsresiding in Belize, the court holding the
investigation may be comprised of amagistrate asaforesaid with either oneor
two assessorsas may be practicable, of nautical, engineering or other special
skill or knowledge.

47.  Thecourt shdl haveadl the powersof theHarbour Master under sections  Court to have
42 and 43, and the provisionsof those sectionsand of sections41, 44and 45,  certain powers of
aswell astherulesset outinthe Third Scheduleshall apply totheseinvestigations, ~ Harbour Master.
Third Schedule.
48.-(1) If thereisreasonto believethat any master, mateor engineer is, from  Inquiry by
incompetency or misconduct, unfit to dischargehisduties, theHarbour Master ~ Harbour Master
shall hold aninquiry, and may if considered necessary appoint any competent ~ !Mto unfitness of
personto assst insuchinguiry asassessor, and theHarbour Master shal summon ;nnzsltr?reerrn aeor
such master, mate or engineer to appear at suchinquiry, and shal givehimfull
opportunity of making adefence, either in person or otherwise, and may make
such order with respect to the costs of suchinquiry ashe may think just.

2 Sections41, 42, 43 and 44 shdl apply to any inquiry held under
thissection.

49.-(1) The certificate of a master, mate or engineer may be cancelled or  Tribunal for

suspended- suspension or
cancellation of
certificates.
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@)

(b)

1894, c. 60.

(©)

2

by acourt, holdingaformal investigationinto ashipping
casuaty under thisAct, if the court shal find that theloss, or
abandonment of, or seriousdamageto any vessdl, or loss of
life, hasbeen caused by hiswrongful act or default:

Provided that the court shall not cancel or suspend a
certificate unlessoneat least of the assessors concursin the
finding of thecourt;

by acourt, which term shall include the Harbour Master,
holding aninquiry under thisActinto the conduct of amaster,
mate, or enginesr, if thecourt shal find that heisincompetent,
or hasbeen guilty of any grossact of misconduct, drunkenness
or tyranny, or that in acase of collison hehasfailed to render
such assistance, or give such information asisrequired under
Part VV of the Merchant Shipping Act,1894;

by the Harbour Master, in the case of certificates of
competency or servicegranted by himself onaninquiry held
by the Harbour M aster into a casualty affecting acoastal
andriver servicevessd, if theHarbour Master findsthat the
lossof or seriousdamageto such vessdl, or that loss of life
has been caused by hiswrongful act or defaullt.

When any case before any such court asaforesaidinvolvesa

question asto the cancelling or suspending of acertificate, that court shall, at
the conclusion of the case, or as soon afterwards as possible, statein open
court thedecisiontowhich it hascomewith respect to the cancelling or
suspending thereof.

3

Thecourt shall inall casessend afull report on the case, with

theevidence, toIMMARBE, and shall also, if they determineto cancel or
suspend any certificateissued by IMMARBE send the certificate cancelled to
IMMARBE with their report, and if the certificate cancelled or suspended
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has been issued by any authority other than IMMARBE, then the court shall
send such certificateto the authority by whom it wasissued.

4 All suchreportsasarementioned in subsection (3) shal besigned
by al membersof the court who havetaken part intheinvestigation or inquiry:

Provided that any dissenting member shall stateinwriting hisdissent
therefrom, and thereason for that dissent.

(5) Subsections (3) and (4) shall not apply to the cancelling or
suspending of any certificate granted by the Harbour M aster to act as master,
mate or engineer of avessal engaged inthe coastal and river serviceasdefined
inPartlll.

(6) A certificateshall not be cancelled or suspended by acourt under
thissection, unlessacopy of thereport, or astatement of the case onwhich the
investigation or inquiry hasbeen ordered, or hastaken place, hasbeen furnished
beforethe commencement of theinvestigation or inquiry, to the holder of the
cetificate.

50.-(1) A master, mateor engineer whose certificateiscancelled or suspended  Holder of

by any court or by the Harbour Master shall deliver hiscertificate- cancelled
certificateto
(@ if cancelled or suspended by acourt, to that court, on demand; defiverit up.
(b) if not sodemanded, or if itiscancelled or suspended by the
Harbour Master, to the Harbour Master.
2 Any master, mate or engineer asismentioned in subsection (1)
whofailsto comply with thissection commitsan offenceandisliabletoafine
not exceeding five hundred dollars.
51. A shipwreck or casualty occurs- Definition of
casualty.
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



32 CAP.234] Harbours and Merchant Shipping

(@ when any shipislost, abandoned or materially damaged;

(b) when any ship hasbeen stranded or damaged;

(©) when any ship causes|ossor material damageto any other
ship;
(d) when any lossof life ensuesby reason of any casualty

happening to, or on board, any ship;

(e when any Belizean registered shipislost, or supposed
to have beenlogt, and any evidenceisobtainablein Belize
asto the circumstances under which she proceeded to
seaor waslast heard of .

PART VI
General and Supplementary

Destruction of 52.  Any person other than the Harbour Master who wilfully cuts, breaks

moorings, etc. or destroys, except for the purposes of thisAct, themooringsor fastenings of
any ship or boat lying in any port, harbour or roadstead, or at or near any
wharf commitsan offence, and for every such offenceisliableto afinenot
exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, in addition to any liability he may
incur by proceedings at the suit or for the benefit of any person damnified
thereby.

Obstructing 53.  Any personwho resistsor impedesthe Harbour Master in thedue
Harbour Master. performance of any duty under thisAct commitsan offenceandisliabletoa
fine not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars.

Obstructing 54.  Any person who opposes or obstructs the execution on board any
warrants, etc. shipinany port, harbour, roadstead or anchorage, of Belize of any warrant or
other legd processcommitsan offenceandisliableto afinenot exceeding five
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hundred dollars.

55.-(1) TheMinister may, fromtimetotime, makeregulations-

@

()

©

©

ey

to prohibit theloading or unloading of timber, logwood, lumber,
machinery, heavy packing cases, and other heavy goodsor
things, and the hauling up or launching of boatsand doreysat
or fromany pier, bridge, or wharf, or at or fromany point or
place on the shore of the seaor onthe bank of any river or
cand;

toimpaose conditionswhich areto be observed by thoseloading
or unloading, hauling up or launching any of thethingsaforesaid
inorder to prevent damagefrom being doneto any pier, bridge,
wharf, wall, staking, shoreor bank;

tolimit thetimewithinwhich any cargowhichitisintended to
load into any vessel, or boat, or which has been discharged
fromany vessdl or boat may remain onany pier, bridge, road,
or wharf, or on any point or place on the shore of the seaor
onthebank of any river or candl;

to regulatethe manner inwhich vessels, boatsand raftsmay
befastened to or brought or kept alongside of any pier, bridge,
wharf, wall, staking, shore, or bank, and to prevent vessels,
boats or raftsfrom being so fastened, brought, or kept asto
injureany such pier, bridge, wharf, wal, staking, shoreor bank.

Any person who himself or by his agent violates any such

regulations made under this section commitsan offenceandisliabletoafine
not exceeding one hundred dollars.

3

Nothing contained in subsection (2) shdl affect theright torecover

damagesfor any injury which may be doneto any pier, bridge, wharf, wall,
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staking, shoreor bank.

Interfering with 56. Every personwho-
lights, buoys, etc.
(@ injuresany lighthouseor any light exhibited therein, or any
buoy or beacon;

(b) removes, dtersor destroysany light-ship, buoy or beacon; or
(c) ridesby, makesfastto, or runsfoul of any light-ship or buoy,

shall beliableto make good any damagethereby occasioned, aswell astoa
finenot exceeding fivehundred dollars.

Lights exhibited 57.-(1) Whenever any fireor lightisburned or exhibited at such placeor in

may beorderedto  sych manner as to be liable to be mistaken for alight proceeding from a

be removed. lighthouse, it shall belawful for the Harbour Master or any person nominated
inthat behalf by such officer to serve anotice upon the owner of the place
wherethefireor lightisburned or exhibited, or uponthe person having charge
of thefireor light, either personally, or by delivery at the place of abode of
such owner or person, or by affixing it in some conspicuous spot near to the
fireor light, and by such noticeto direct theowner or person, within areasonable
time, to be specified inthe notice, to take effectual meansfor extinguishing or
effectudly screeningthefireor light and for preventing for thefutureany smilar
fireor light.

2 If the owner of that place or other person aforesaid failsto
carry out thedirectionsgiven in any such notice, heshall, in addition to any
other liabilities, beguilty of an offenceand liableto afine not exceeding one
thousand dollars.

Harbour Master 58.-(1) If any such owner or person asaforesaid, served with such anotice
may removelight.  asismentionedin section 57 (1), neglectsfor aperiod of twenty-four hoursto
extinguish or effectualy screenthefireor light therein mentioned, it shall be
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lawful for theHarbour Master with or by servants, workmen and other assstants,
to enter upon the placewhereit may be and forthwith extinguishthefireor light,

doing no unnecessary damage.

2 All expensesincurred by the Harbour Master in making such
extinction may berecovered by the Government from such owner or person.

59.  Whenever any officerincommand of avesselsof themaritimewingof ~ Fee payable on
the Belize Defence Force, or the senior officer present at theport of Belize ~ apprehension of
City, shall by warrant under hishand authorise any person, other than aperson ?ne;?;tgef\;?nm
bel onging to any vessalsof the maritimewing of the Belize Defence Force, to o
arrest any deserter from themaritimewing of theBelize Defence Force, itshal  400f 1963.

and may belawful for the Minister, upon the apprehension of such deserter,

forthwithto pay to the person so gpprehending, out of the Consolidated Revenue

Fund, by warrant in the usua manner, asum not exceeding fifty dollars.

60.-(1) If whilstwithinthejurisdictionaseamanlawfully engagedinaccordance  Neglect tojoin
withthe Merchant Shipping Acts, 1864 to 1979, to serveon board any British ~ ship, desertion
ship belonging to or chartered or requisitioned by the Admiralty- and

drunkenness.

. C 1894, c. 60.
(@ neglectsor refuseswithout reasonable causetojoin hisship

or to proceed to seain hisship, or desertsor isabsent without
leavefrom hisship or from hisduty at any time; or

(b) joinshisshiporiswhilstonboard hisshipinastateof drunken-
nesso that the performanceof hisdutiesor thenavigation of his
shipisthereby impeded,

he commits an offence, and the master, mate or owner of the ship or hisagent

or any commissioned Naval Officer may with or without the assistance of the

Belize Police Department convey on board hisship any ssamanwhomhehas 42 of 1999.
reason to believeto be guilty of an offence under this section, and may also

arrest himwithout first procuring awarrant, and every member of theBelize  42of 1999.
Police Department ishereby directed to give assistanceif required.
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1894, c.60.
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2 No commissioned Naval Officer acting in pursuance of the
powers conferred by subsection (1) shall beliableto any penalty, nor to any
actionfor damagesfor fa seimprisonment.

(3 Any seaman mentioned in subsection (1) whoischarged before
the court with having committed an offence under thissection, shdl, onbeing
convicted thereof, if the offence comeswithin paragraph (a) of subsection (1),
beliableto the penalties prescribed for such offencesin section 221 of the
Merchant Shipping Acts, 1894, and if the offence comeswithin paragraph (b)
of subsection (1), beliableto afine not exceeding fifty dollars.

61.-(1) Whenever any person becomesthe owner of any ship registeredin
Belize, or acquiresany interest therein, and whenever thereisany changein
the ownership of any such ship the person so becoming the owner of, or
acquiring aninterest in such ship and the person parting with such ship or any
interest therein, shall forthwith give noticeinwriting to the Harbour Master of
such change of ownership, and of the interest acquired and parted with

repectively.

2 If any person required to give notice under subsection (1), fails
todo s0, andisunableto givean excusefor suchfalure, whichissatisfactory
totheHarbour M agter, hecommitsan offenceandisligbletoafinenot exceeding
two hundred andfifty dollars.

62.  All mattersfor which provision hasnot been madeinthisAct, shal be
dealt with under the provisionsof the M erchant Shipping Act, 1894, and any
Act or Actsamendingit.

63.  All pendtiesimposed under thisAct shdl berecoverableon summary
conviction.
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FIRST SCHEDULE

[Section 12 (1)]
BELIZE.
Certificate No.

Granted under Part |11 of the Harbours and Merchant Shipping Act. CAP. 234
Officid number of vessdl
(if registered asaBritish ship)
Port of Registry
Nameand address of owner
Name of master
Certificate(loca) No.
Nameof engineer
Certificate(local) No.
Steam, motor or sail (if sail, rig)
Tonnage
Length
Breadth
Depth of hold
Load draught

Minimum number of crew (including master) withwhich vessdl isto proceed on
avoyage
Sheisprovidedwith deck line,
lifebets,
lights,
boats,
anchors,
bell, hornor whistle.
M aximum number of passengersto becarried.

GIVEN under my hand at Belize City this day of 20 .

Harbour Master.
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SECOND SCHEDULE

[Section 19]
BELIZE.
Certificate No.

FORMASTER, MATE ORENGINEER

Granted under Part |11 of the Harboursand Merchant Shipping Act.

CAP 234,

To

WHEREA S you have given sufficient evidence of your ability and
competency to be employed as of avessel engaged in
the service
of Belize, wedo hereby grant you this certificate to be so employed.
GIVEN under my hand at Belize City this day of
20 .

Harbour Master.
Signatureof Holder
Addressof Holder
Date and placeof birth
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THIRD SCHEDULE
[Section 47]
Rules Applying to Investigations under Sections 46 and 47

1. When aformal investigation has been ordered, the Harbour Master
may cause anotice, called anotice of investigation, to be served upon the
owner, master and officersof theship, aswell asupon any personwhointheir
opinion ought to be served with such notice.

2. Thenoticeshal contain astatement of thequestion or questionswhich,
on theinformation then in possession of the Harbour Master, they intend to
raiseonthehearing of theinvestigation, and shal beasin Form 1 of thisSchedule,
with such variationsascircumstances may require.

3. The Harbour Master may at any time before the hearing of the
investigation, by asubsequent notice, amend, add to, or omit any of thequestions
specifiedinthenoticeof investigation.

4, TheHarbour Master and any certificated officer upon whom anotice
of investigation has been served, shall be deemed to be parties to the
proceedings.

5. Any other person uponwhom anotice of investigation hasbeen served,
and any person who showsthat hehasaninterest intheinvestigation, shal have
aright to appear, and any other person may by leave of the Court appear, and
any personwho so appears, shd | thereupon becomeaparty to the proceedings.

6. A party may giveto any other party noticein writing to admit any
documents(saving al just exceptions), and in case of neglect or refusal to admit
after such notice, the party so neglecting or refusing, shall beliablefor al the
costsof proving thedocuments, whatever may betheresult, unlessthe Courtis
of opinion that therefusal to admit wasreasonable.
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7. No costsof proving any document shall beallowed unlesssuch notice
hasbeen given, except wheretheomissionto givethenoticehas, intheopinion
of the officer by whom the costsaretaxed, caused asaving of expense.

8. Affidavitsmay by permission of the Court be used asevidenceat the
hearing.

9. At thetimeand place gppointed for hol ding theinvestigation, the Court
may proceed with theinvestigation, whether the partiesupon whom anotice
of investigation hasbeen served, or any of them, are present or not.

10.  The proceedings on the investigation shall commence with the
production and examination of witnessesby the Harbour Master.

11. Witnessesafter being examined on behdf of the Harbour Master may
be cross-examined by the partiesin such order asthe Court may direct, and
may then be re-examined by the Harbour Master.

12. Questions asked and documentstendered as evidencein the course
of the examination of thesewitnessesshall not be open to objection merely on
theground that they do, or may raise questionswhich are not containedin, or
whichvary from the statement of the case, or questionsspecifiedinthenotice
of investigation.

13.  When the examination of the witnesses produced by the Harbour
Master has been concluded, the Harbour Master shall statein open Court the
questionsinreferenceto the casuaty, and the conduct of the certificated officers,
or other persons connected therewith, upon which the opinion of theCourt is
desired.

14. In framing the questionsfor the opinion of the Court, the Harbour
Master may make such modificationsin, additionsto, or omissionsfromthe
questionsinthenoticeof investigation, as, having regard to theevidencewhich
has been given, the Harbour Master may think fit.
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15.  Afterthequestionsfor the opinion of the Court have been stated, the
Court shall proceed to hear the partiesto theinvestigation, and determinethe
guestions so stated.

16. Each party to theinvestigation shall be entitled to addressthe Court,
and produce witnesses, or recall any of thewitnesseswho have already been
examined for further examination, and generally adduce evidence.

17.  The parties shall be heard, and their witnesses examined, cross-
examined and re-examined in such order asthe Court shall direct.

18.  TheHarbour Master may a so produce and examinefurther witnesses,
who may be cross-examined by the parties, and re-examined by him.

19.  Whenthewhole of the evidencein relation to the questionsfor the
opinion of the Court has been concluded, any of the partieswho desiresoto
do, may addressthe Court upon the evidence, and the Harbour Master may
addressthe Court inreply upon thewhole case.

20.  TheCourt may adjourn theinvestigation fromtimetotime, and from
place to place, and where an adjournment is asked for by a party to the
investigation, or by the Harbour Master, the Court may impose such terms, as
to payment of costsor otherwise, asit may think just, asacondition of granting
theadjournment.

21. Except when the certificate of amaster, mate, or engineer iscancelled
or suspended, inwhich casethedecision shall alwaysbegivenin open Court,
the Court may deliver itsdecision, either viva voce or in writing, and if in
writingit may besent or delivered to the parties.

22. Inthelatter case, it shall not be necessary to hold aCourt merely for
the purposeof deliveringitsdecision.

23.  TheCourt may order the costs and expenses of theinvestigation, or
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any part thereof, to be paid by the Harbour Master or by any other party to
theproceedings.

24.  Anorder for payment of costsshall beasin Form 2 of this Schedule
with such variationsascircumstances may require.

25.  Attheconclusion of theinvestigation the Court shall report to the
Harbour Master.

26.  Thereport shdl beasin Form 3 of this Schedulewith such modifications
ascircumstancesmay require.

27.  Wherethecertificate of amaster, mate or engineer hasbeen cancelled
or suspended, the Harbour Master shall, on application by any party to the
proceedings, give him acopy of the report madeto the Harbour Master.

28.  TheHarbour Master may be represented before the Court by
counsdl or solicitor.

29.  Any other party to the proceedings may appear personaly, or be
represented by counsel or solicitor.

FORM 1
(Rule2)
BELIZE
CAP.234. The Harbours and Merchant Shipping Act
NOTICE OF INVESTIGATION
To Master, Mate, Engineer,
Owner, etc., of or belonging
totheship of
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| HEREBY GIVE Y OU NOTICE that the Harbour Master has ordered a
formal investigation into the circumstances attending the

and that subjoined hereto, isacopy of areport (or statement

of the case) upon whichthe saidinvestigation hasbeen ordered. | further give

you noticeto produceto the Court your certificate, thelog booksof thevessd,

and any other documentsrelevant to thiscase, which may beinyour possession.

| HAVE FURTHER TO GIVE Y OU NOTICE, that on theinformation at
present obtained by the Harbour Master, the questions annexed hereto are
those upon whichit appearsdesirable, and upon which they proposeto take
the opinion of the Court; but these questionswill besubject to dteration, addition,
omission, or anendment by the representative of the Harbour Master at the
investigation, after the witnesses called by the Harbour Master have been
examined.

Datedthis day of 20
(@) Report (or statement of case).

2 Questions.

Whether the

(Hereinsert the proposed questions).

FORM 2
(Rule24)
BELIZE:
The Harbours and Merchant Shipping Act CAP.234.

ORDERON A PARTY FORPAYMENT OF COSTS
OFINVESTIGATION

Inthematter of aformal investigation held at
on the (here state all the days on which the Court sat)
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daysof before
assisted by into thecircumstances attending the

The Court orders
(1) That A.B. of do pay to the Harbour Master the
sumof
dollarson account of the expenses of thisinvestigation, or
2 That the Harbour Master do pay to A.B. of

the sum of dollars on account of the expenses of this
investigation.
GIVEN under my hand this day of 20
Magidrate.

FORM 3

(Rule26)
BELIZE.

CAP.234, The Harbours and Merchant Shipping Act
REPORT OF COURT

Inthe matter of aformal investigation held at
on the (here state all the days on which the Court sat)
days of before
assisted by
into the circumstancesattending the
the Court, having carefully inquired into the circumstances attending the above-
mentioned shipping casualty, findsfor the reasons stated in the annex hereto,
that the (here state findings of the Court)
Dated this  day of 20 :
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Magidrate.
We (or 1) concur inthe abovereport.

ASSESsor

ASSESSOr

Annex to the Report

Herestatefully thecircumstancesof the case, the opinion of the Court touching
the causes of the casualty, and the conduct of any personsimplicated therein,
and whether the certificate of any officer iseither suspended or cancelled, and
if s0, for what reasons.
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