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CHAPTER 217
PRIVATE FORESTS (CONSERVATION)

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

1. Shorttitle.
2. Interpretation.
3. Redrictiononfdling.
4. Modeof dedingwithapplication.
5. Entryonland.
6. Seizureandforfeitureof trees.
7. Disposd of forfeited trees.
8. Pendlty.
9. Offencepunishableon summary conviction.
CHAPTER 217
Ch.117
PRIVATE FORESTS(CONSERVATION) RL. 198,
CAP 179,
[1st December, 1945]  RE 19801990,
400f 1963.
S.I. 16.of 1965.
1 ThisAct may becited asthe Private Forests (Conservation) Act. Shorttitle.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:- Interpretation.
“fell” includesgirdle, lop, burn, injureor remove;
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Restriction on
felling.
CAP 213.

S.I.160f 1965.

Mode of dealing

“land” meansany land other than Crown land;

“owner” includesthe personwhoisreceiving or entitled to receivetherents
and profitsof any land, whether on hisown account or on behalf of himself
and others, or as agent or trustee, or who would so receive the rents and
profitsor be entitled to receivethemiif theland wereleased, or any person
having the possession or control of theland;

“tre€’” meansamahogany or cedar tree of any age, dead or aive, and aseed-
ling, sapling or reshoot of any part of amahogany or cedar tree.

3. Notwithstanding anything contained inthe Forests Act, no person shall
fell, or causeto befelled, any treeonany land in Belize unless—

(@ anapplication hasbeen madeto the Chief Forest Officer by
theowner or by the person authorised by himto dothefelling
stating thetype and location of theforest and the minimum
girth of any treeto befelled; and

(b) apermitauthorisingthefelling hasbeen obtained fromthe
Chief Forest Officer:

Provided that no such application or permission shal benecessary to
fell treesunder two feet girth measured at onefoot abovethe buttressesduring
theclearance of land for agriculturebut no tree so felled may be sold astimber
without apermit from the Chief Forest Officer.

4.-(1) Withinthirty daysof thereceipt of the application mentioned in section

withapplication. 3 greply shall besent to the applicant by the Chief Forest Officer.
(2) Suchreply shall beaccompanied by either-
(@ apermitauthorising, subject to the conditionstherein stated,
thefdling; or
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(3) Any applicant whose applicationisrefused, or any applicant who
may feel aggrieved by the conditionsimposed by the Chief Forest Officer,
may appedl to the Minister whose decision inthe matter shall befinal.

astatement that no treemay befelled.

5. The Chief Forest Officer or any forest officer, asdefinedinthe
ForestsAct, or any person authorised inwriting by the Chief Forest Officer
may enter upon any land in respect of which apermittofell treeshasbeen
granted under thisAct to ascertain whether the conditions of such permit are
beingfulfilled.

6. The Chief Forest Officer or aforest officer or apolice officer whofinds
any treewhich hereasonably suspectsto have been felled without apermit, or
incontravention of any condition of apermit granted under thisAct, may seize
suchtreeand it shall beforfeited to the Crown.

7. Any treeforfeited under thisAct shall be sold or otherwise disposed
of astheMinister may direct.

8. Every personwhoféellsor causesto befelled any treein contravention
of any of theprovisionsof thisAct, or any condition of apermit granted under
thisAct, shal beliablefor each tree so felled to afine not exceeding one hun-
dred dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding six months, or to both
suchfineand term of imprisonment.

9. All offencesagaingt thisAct shall be punishable on summary convic-
tion oninformation which shal belaid by the Chief Forest Officer or by any
person authorised by himinwriting within two yearsafter the offencewas
committed.
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