BELIZE

MINES AND MINERALS ACT
CHAPTER 226

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 2000

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under the authority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Lawsof Belize,
Revised Edition 1980 - 1990.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
MINESAND MINERALSACT 13

Amendments in force as at 31st December, 2000.



BELIZE

MINES AND MINERALS ACT
CHAPTER 226

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 2000

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under the authority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of theLawsof Belize,
Revised Edition 1980 - 1990.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
MINESAND MINERALSACT 13

Amendments in force as at 31st December, 2000.



Minesand Minerals [CAP. 226 3

CHAPTER 226

MINESAND MINERALS

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

PART |
Preliminary

1 Short titleand commencement.
2. Property inand control of minerals.
3. I nterpretation.
4, Serviceof notices, etc.

PART Il

Administration

5. I nspector of Mines.

6. Performance of Inspector’sfunctions, etc.
7. Prohibition against disclosureof information.

8. Indemnity.
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PART I11
Mineral Rights

General
9. Agreement with respect to thegrant of minera rights.
10. Applications.
11 Power of Minigter to obtain information concerning applications,

etc.
12. Restriction on personsto whom minera rightsmay be granted.
13. Formof minerd right.
14. Restriction on exerciseof rightsby holder of minera right.
Reconnaissance Licences
15.  Applicationfor reconnaissancelicence.
16. Disposdl of application for reconnai ssancelicence.
17. Restriction on grant of reconnaissancelicence.
18. Notice of decision on application for reconnaissancelicence.
19.  Contentsof reconnaissancelicence.
20.  Termof reconnaissancelicence.
21. Miscellaneous provisions concerning reconnai ssance licences.
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Minesand Minerals [CAP. 226 5

22. Rightsof holder of reconnaissancelicence.
23. Dutiesof holder of reconnai ssancelicence.

Exclusive Prospecting Licences

24.  Applicationfor exclusveprospecting licence.

25. Disposdl of application for exclusive prospecting licence.

26. Restriction on grant of exclusive prospecting licence.

27. Noticeof decisionon applicationfor exclusive prospecting licence.
28.  Contentsof exclusive prospecting licence.

29. Programme of prospecting operations.

30.  Option.

31.  Termof exclusveprospectinglicence.

32. Miscellaneous provisions concerning exclusive prospecting licences.
33. Rightsof holder of exclusive prospecting licence.

34. Dutiesof holder of exclusive prospecting licence.

35.  Variation, etc., of obligations.

Mining Licences

36.  Applicationfor mininglicence.
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37. Disposa of applicationfor mining licence.
38. Restriction ongrant of mining licence.
39. Noticeof decision on gpplicationfor mining licence.
40.  Contentsof mininglicence.
41.  Termof mininglicence.
42. Rightsof holder of mininglicence.
43. Dutiesof holder of mining licence.
44.  Useof wasteful practices.
45.  Cessation, etc., of production frommine.
46. Power of Inspector on cessation, etc.
Renewal and Amendment of Mineral Rights
47.  Applicationfor renewa of reconnaissancelicence.
48.  Applicationfor renewd of exclusive prospecting licence.
49. Applicationfor renewa of mininglicence,
50. Noticeof disposal of gpplicationfor renewal of minera right.
51. Licenceto haveeffect pending disposal of applicationfor renewal.
52.  Amendment of prospecting or mining programme.
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Surrender, Cancellation and Suspension of Mineral Rights

53.  Surrender.
54, Effect of certificate of surrender.
55.  Suspensionor cancellation of minerd right.

Transfers and Reqgistration

56.  Records.

57. Interest inminera rightsto be created by instrument inwriting.
58.  Transfer of minera rightsto beapproved by Minister.

59. Minister may requireinformation.

60. Evidentiary provison.

61. I nspection of Register.
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Miscellaneous
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66. Enlargement of prospecting areaor mining area.

67. Recovery of unexpended amounts.

68.  Control of company not to be given without consent of Minister.
PART IV

Non-Exclusive Prospecting Licences and Claims
69.  Ddfinitions.
70. Restriction onexerciseof rightsby holder of non-exclusive
prospecting licenceor claim.

71. Non-exclusive prospecting licence.

72. Rightsunder non-exclusive prospecting licence.

73.  Termandrenewa of non-exclusive prospecting licence.
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77. Rightsand dutiesof holder of claim.
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PART V
Mining of Construction Minerals
79.  Quarry permit.
80.  Application, grant and renewad of quarry permit.
81. Public Quarry.
82. Registered Quarry.
83. Rights, etc., of permit holder in Registered Quarry or Public Quarry.
84. Revocation of quarry permit.
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89.  Annua chargesinrespect of minera rights.
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92. Recovery of royalty, etc.
PART VII
Protection of the Environment
93.  Protection of natural resourcesto betaken into account.
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CHAPTER 226
CAP 183,
MINESAND MINERALS RE., 1980-1990.
140of 1988.
S.I. 106 of 1988.
C t.
[1st January, 1989] o oeenen
PART |
Preliminary
1.-(1) ThisAct may becited astheMinesand MineralsAct. Short titleand
commencement.
(2) Itshal comeintoforceon such date asthe Minister may, by notice
published inthe Gazette, appoint.
2.-(1) Notwithstanding anythinginany other Act or any grant of, or titleto, Property in and
land conferring rightsto mineralss, theentire property inand control of all control of
mineras- minerals.
(@ inany landin Belize;
(b) under territorial seaasdetermined by the maritime
legidationinforce;
(© on or under the seabed beyond theterritorial seato a
point where the seaistwo hundred metresin depth and
beyond to such depths of the superjacent waters as
admit of exploitation of minerals;
(d) insuspension or in solution in any spring, stream, river,
lake, lagoon or in the sea,
shall bedeemed to beand alwaysto have been vested in Belize.
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14 CAP. 226] Minesand Minerals

(2) Anyrightstomineralsexplicitor impliedinany grant of, or titleto,
land made previousto thisAct are hereby revoked:

Provided that such rightsto mineralsshall not berevoked if the holder
thereof satisfiesthe Minister, within twelve monthsfrom the date of
commencement of thisAct, that he hastaken or istaking adequate measures
to develop such minerd rights.

Vadlidity of rights (3) Nograntsof therightsto prospect or mineshal bevalid unless
to prospect or granted in accordancewiththisAct.

mine.

Illegd (4) No person shall prospect or mineexcept in accordance with the
FT:%?ESC“ ngand  rightsgranted under thisAct.

(5) Any personwho contravenes subsection (4) commitsan offence
andisliableon conviction-

)] inthe case of anindividual, to afine not exceeding one
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding oneyear, or to both such fine and term of
imprisonment; or

(b) in the case of abody corporate, to afine not exceeding
fivethousand dollars.

Act does not (6) NothinginthisAct shall beconstrued to sanction prospecting for or
aFllplytominefal mining of minerd oil.
oll.

Interpretation. 3.-(1) InthisAct, unlessthe context other requires-

“authorised officer” inrelationto any provision of thisAct, meansaperson
designated as such under section 6 (2) for the purposes of that provision;

“body corporate’” meansacompany or acorporation;
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Minesand Minerals [CAP. 226 15

“claim” meansaclaimregistered under Part 1V;

“clamarea’ meansan areaof land subjecttoaclaim;

“company” meansacorporate body incorporated under the CompaniesAct;  CAP.250.
“conditions’ includesterms, limitationsand stipulations;

“conserve’ means, inrelation to natural resources, to protect, improveand
usenatural resourcesin accordance with principlesthat will ensurethe highest
sustainable benefit in termsof economic, socid, cultural and aesthetic values;

“congtruction minerals’ meansstones, gravel, sand or clay used for
constructing buildings, roads, dams, concrete structures, and similar works,
themaking of blocks, bricksand tiles, but doesnot include materialsmined
for the production of cement, nor ornamental stone such asmarble, coloured
granitesandthelike;

“corporation” meansacorporate body incorporated in or outside Belize,
whether by an Act or otherwise, but doesnot include acompany;

"drilling” meansthe perforation of the earth’ s surface otherwisethan by
pitting, trenching or sinking ashaft, whether theholeisvertica, inclined or
horizontal, and includesall operationsfor preventing the collapse of thesides
of theholeor for preventing the hole from becoming filled with extraneous
meatter (including water);

“exclusive prospecting licence” meansalicencegranted under section 25;
“holder” means-

€)) inrelation to amineral right, the person whose nameis
for the time being recorded pursuant to section 56 or 58
asbeing the older of themineral right; or
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16 CAP. 226] Minesand Minerals

(b) inrelation to aclaim, the person whose nameisfor the
time being registered pursuant to section 74;

“indefault” meansin breach of any provision of thisAct or of any condition
of anon-exclusive prospecting licenceor aclaim,

“industrid mineras’ meanshasdlt, clay, dolomite, granite, gypsum, laterite,
limestone, marble, sand, sandstone or salt, used for agricultural, building,
road making or industrial purposesin Belize, andincludessuch other
mineralsasmay be prescribed;

“Inspector” meansthe Inspector of Minesand Mineral s appointed pursuant
tosection5;

“land” includesland beneath water;

“mineg”, when used asanoun, meansany place, excavation or workinginor
onwhich any operation connected with miningiscarried on, together with
all buildings, premises, erectionsand appliances belonging or appertaining
thereto, above or below the ground, for the purpose of winning, treating or
preparing mineras, obtaining or extracting any minera or meta by any
mode or method or for the purpose of dressing minerd ores,

“mine’, when used asaverb, meanstowin minerasand includesany
operationsdirectly or indirectly necessary for or incidental to mining
operations;

“minera” meansany substance, whether in solid, liquid or gaseousform,
occurring naturally in or onthe earth, formed by, or subject to, ageological
process, but does not include-

(a) water, not being water taken from aborehole, well,
excavation or natural saltpan for the extraction
therefrom of asubstancein solution therein and of
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Minesand Minerals [CAP. 226 17

commercia vaue; or

(b) soil, not being taken from the earth for the extraction
therefrom of a substance of commercial value contained
therein or for the manufacture therefrom of aproduct of
commercial vaue,

(© petroleum;

“minerd right” meansareconnai ssancelicence, an exclusive prospecting
licenceor amining licence,

“mining area’ meansan areain respect of which amining licence hasbeen
granted,

“mining licence” meansalicencegranted under section 37;
“mining operations’ meansoperationscarried out inthe course of mining;

“Minigter” meansthe Minister for thetimebeing responsiblefor minesand
minerds,

“monument” meansany structure or building erected by man or any natura
featuretransformed or worked by man, or theremainsor any part thereof,
whether upon land or in any river, stream or watercourse or under the
territorial watersof the country, that has been in existencefor one hundred
yearsor more;

“non-exclusive prospecting licence’” meansalicenceissued under section 71;

“occupier” inrelationtoland, meansthe holder of alease, |ocationticket or
permit to occupy;

“owne” inrdationtoland, includesalessee;
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18 CAP. 226] Minesand Minerals

“prospect” meansintentionally to search for mineralsandincludesthe
determination of their extent and economicvalue;

“prospecting area’” meansthe areaof land subject to an exclusive
prospecting licence;

“prospecting operations’ means operationscarried out in the course of

prospecting;
CAP 191 “publicland” hasthemeaning assignedtoitinthe National LandsAct;

“quarry” meansany place (not being amine) where quarry material or
quarry mineral hasbeen removed or isbeing removed, whether by
excavation or otherwise, to supply material for construction, commercid,
industria or manufacturing purposes,

“quarry materia” meansrock, stone, sand (including seasand, marl, gravel,
clay, fill and limestone) where such material doesnot contain any minerasin
economicaly workablequantities,

“quarry minerd” meansgypsum and any other substancethat the Minigter,
by notice published in the Gazette, declaresto beaquarry minerd;

“radioactiveminerd” meansaminera which containsby weight at least one
twentieth of one per centum (0.05 per centum) of uranium or thorium or
any combination thereof, and includes-

(a) monazite sand and other ore containing thorium; and
(b) carnotite, pitchblende and other ore containing uranium;

“reconnaissancearea’ meansan areaof land subject to areconnai ssance
licence;
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Minesand Minerals [CAP. 226 19

“reconnaissancelicence’” meansalicence granted under section 16;

“reconnal ssance operations’ meansthe search for mineralsby geophysical
surveys, geochemica surveysand photo-geological surveysor other remote
sensing techniques and surface geol ogy in connection therewith;

“Register” meansthe Register referred toin section 56 and €l sawhereinthis
Act;

“regulations’ meanstheregulationsmade under section 119;

“reserved mineras’ meansall such mineralsobtainablefromidentified
resourceswhich can be extracted economicaly with avail abletechnol ogy;

“surfacerights’ includetheright of the owner/lawful occupier over thecrops,
trees, grass, other bushesor plantsand structuresof any kind whatever
standing ontheland but does not includetheright to dig theland for any
minerd (excluding water);

“sdt” means-

€)) sodium chloride or sodium carbonate, occurring
naturally whether individually or asamixture;

(b) any naturally occurring salt or mixture of salts, solublein
water, which may be prescribed;

“workingfor profit” meansproducing aminera for useor sae.

(2) InthisAct, areferenceto mineralsinany land includesareferenceto
mineralson or under theland.

(3) InthisAct-
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20 CAP. 226] Minesand Minerals

)] areferenceto the conditionsof amineral rightisa
referenceto the conditionson which themineral rightis
granted, asfrom timeto timevaried; and

(b) areferenceto the conditionsof aclaimisareferenceto
the conditionsonwhichtheclaimis, for thetime being,
registered.

(4) InthisAct, areferenceto aprogramme of reconnai ssance opera-
tions, prospecting operations, or mining operations, in relation to the hol der
of amineral right, isareferenceto operations of that kind which the holder
is, fromtimetotime, requiredto carry on.

Serviceof notices,  4.-(1) A document or noticerequired or permitted to be served on, or
etc. givento, aperson, under or for the purposes of thisAct, may be served or
given-

)] inthe case of anindividual (other than the Minister or
the Inspector) by serving it personally upon the
individual or by sendingit by post to him at hisusual or
last known place of abode or business or at the
address kept pursuant to section 64;

(b) in the case of the Minister or the Inspector, inthe
manner prescribed;

(c) in the case of abody corporate-

() by leaving it at theregistered or principal office
of the body corporate with someindividual
employed by the body corporate and not less
than sixteen yearsof age;

(i) by sending it by post to the body corporate at
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theregistered or principal office of the body
corporate; or

(i)  byddiveringittosomeindividua inthe
employment or acting on behalf of the body
corporate, or who agrees to accept service of or
to receive the notice or any document.

(2) For thepurposeof subsection (1) (c), the principal office of abody
corporateincorporated outside Belizeisitsprincipal officewithin Belizeor
the address kept pursuant to section 64.

(3) Whereaperson has more than one place of abode or business, a
document or notice may be served on or givento the person under this
section at any of those places.

(4) Whereadocument or noticeissent by post pursuant to thissection,
serviceor noticeisdeemed to have been effected or given under thissection,
unlessthe contrary isproved, at thetimeat which the document or notice
would bedeliveredinthe ordinary course of post.

PART II
Administration

5. TheMinister may designateatechnically quaified publicofficertobe  Inspector of
theIngpector of Minesfor theadministration of thisAct. Mines.

6.-(1) Anythingrequired or permitted by or under thisActtobedoneby the  Performanceof
I ngpector may be done by any public officer who isauthorised, either Inspector’s
specially or generally, inthat behalf inwriting by the Inspector and for the functions, etc.
purposesof thisAct that officer shall be deemed to bethe Inspector.

(2) Thelnspector may designateany technically qualified public officer
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Prohibition
against disclosure
of information.

to be an authorised officer for the purposesof thisAct or any provision of
thisAct.

7.-(1) Subject to subsection (2), no information furnished, or informationin
areport submitted pursuant to section 64, by the holder of aminera right,
shall, for aslong asthe mineral right has effect, be disclosed, except with the
consent of the holder of theminera right.

(2) Nothinginsubsection (1) shall be construed to prevent thedis-
closure of information wherethe disclosureismade-

(@  fororinconnectionwith theadministration of thisAct;
(b)  forthepurposeof any legal proceedings;

(©) for the purpose of any investigation or inquiry
conducted under thisAct;

(d) to any consultant to the Government, or to any public
officer, who isapproved by the Inspector as a proper
person to receivethe Information.

(3) Any personwho contravenes subsection (1) commitsan offence
andisliableon conviction to afine not exceeding onethousand dollarsor to
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear, or to both such fineand
term of imprisonment.

Indemnity. 8. A person shal not incur any liability in respect of theexerciseor
performance, or purported exercise or performance, by himin good faith, of
any function under and for the purposes of thisAct.
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PART Il
Mineral Rights

General

9. TheMinister may, on behalf of the Government, enter into an
agreement (not incons stent with thisAct) with any person with respecttoal
or any of thefollowing matters, namely-

(&) thegranttothat person, or to any person (including any
body corporateto beformed) identified inthe
agreement, of amineral right on the conditions (if any)
specified in the agreement;

(b) conditionsto beincluded in the mineral right asgranted
or renewed; or

(c) any matter incidental to or connected with the foregoing.

Agreement with
respect to the
grant of mineral
rights.

10.-(1) An application under thispart- Applications.
€)) shall be madeto the Minister, or, if so prescribed, to the
I nspector;
(b) shall bein or to the effect of aform approved by the
Minister;
(c) shall be accompanied by the prescribed fee; and
(d) may be withdrawn by the applicant giving to the Minister
or, in the case of an application made to the I nspector,
to the Inspector, anotice of withdrawal.
(2) Any application under thisPart required to be madeto the Minister
shdl be madeto him through the I nspector.
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Power of Minister
to obtain
information
concerning
applications, etc.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

3

TheMinister shall, by notice served onan applicant for the

grant or renewal of aminera right, or for the enlargement of aprospecting
areaor amining areaunder section 66, direct the applicant to publish details
of hisapplicationfor minera rights, in at |east threeissues of anewspaper
circulatingin Belize, at interval sof not lessthan oneweek between such
issues, andin at least threeissues of the Gazette.

11.-(1) TheMinister may, by notice served on an applicant for the grant of
aminerd right, requiretheapplicant to furnish him, within such reasonable
timeasisspecifiedinthenotice-

(@)

(b)

with such further information relevant to the application
asmay be described in the notice; and

if the applicant, or any of the applicants, isabody
corporate, with such information asmay be specifiedin
the notice to enable the Minister to ascertain to what
extent the controlling power inthe direction of the
affairs of the body corporateisvested in abody
corporate incorporated outside Belize or anindividual
or individualsresident outside Belize.

(2) Toenablehimto dispose of an applicationfor thegrant of a
minerd right, theMinister-

(@)

(b)

maly cause such investigations, negotiations or
consultationsto be carried on ashe considers
necessary; and

may, by notice served on the applicant for the grant of
the mineral right, require the applicant to furnish him,
within such reasonable time asis specified in the notice,
with such proposal's, by way of alterationtoorin
addition to any proposalsin the application, asthe
Minister specifiesinthenotice.
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12. No minera right-

€)) shall begranted to anindividual unlessheisacitizen of
Belize or hasbeen continuously resident in Belize during
the period of fiveyearsimmediately preceding the date
on which hisapplication for thegrant of amineral rightis
made;

(b) being areconnaissancelicence or an exclusive
prospecting licence, shall be granted to abody
corporate, unlessthe body corporate isacompany or
corporation incorporated in Belize; or

(© being amining licence, shall be granted to abody
corporate unless the body corporateisacompany or
corporation incorporated in Belize;

(d) being areconnai ssance licence, an exclusive prospecting
licence or amining licence, shall be granted to any
person who isin the service of the Government of Belize
or inthe service of astatutory body established by any
law for thetimebeinginforce.

13. A minerd right shal begranted in such form asthe Minister may
prescribe by regulationsunder thisAct.

14. Wherethedoing of any act isregulated or prohibited by awritten
law (other than thisAct), nothing inthisAct shall be construed asauthorising

Restriction on
persons to whom
mineral rights
may be granted.

Form of minera
right.

Restriction on
exerciseof rights

. - . by holder of
theholder of amineral right to do the said act- minerd right.
€)] otherwise than in accordance with the written law; and
(b) without first obtaining thelicence, permit, authority or
other instrument (if any), required under thewritten law
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for the doing of the act.

Reconnaissance Licences

Application for 15.  Anapplicationfor thegrant of areconnaissancelicence-
reconnaissance

licence. (@)  shall giveinrespect of the person or, if thereismore
than one person, of each person making the

application-

() inthecaseof anindividual, hisfull nameand
nationality; or

(i) in the case of abody corporate, its name and
place of incorporation, the namesand
nationalities of the directorsor equivalent
officersand, if the body corporate hasashare
capital, the name of any person whoisthe
beneficial owner of morethan five per centum
of theissued share capital;

(b) shall be accompanied by aplan of the areaover which
thelicenceissought, drawn in such manner and
showing such particulars asthe Minister may require;

(©) shall identify themineralsin respect of which thelicence
issought;

(d) shall be accompanied by astatement giving particulars
of thefinancial and technical resourcesavailableto the
applicant for thelicence;

(e) shall give or be accompanied by astatement giving
particulars of the programme of reconnaissance
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operations proposed to be carried out in the area of
land over which thelicenceis sought, an estimate of the
cost of carrying out the programme and of the period
required for compl etion of the programme and an
estimate of any significant effect which the carrying out
of the programmewould belikely to haveonthe
environment or on any monument or relicinthearea
over which thelicenceissought; and

(f) may set out any other matter which the applicant wishes
the Minister to consider.

16.-(1) Subject tothisAct, onapplication duly made, theMinister may grant  Disposal of
on such conditionsashe may determine, or refuseto grant, areconnaissance  applicationfor
licence over any areaof land. reconna ssance
licence.
2 Thetotal areaof land over which areconnaissancelicenceis
granted to any person shall not exceed fifty squarekilometresand shall be of
such shapeand orientation that so far aspossible, it shal berectangular with
thewidth not being lessthan one quarter of thelength:
Provided that the Mini ster may authorize the shapeto be other than
rectangular when satisfied that local circumstances makethisdesirable, and
mayy authorisethe use of apermanent natural boundary instead of astraight
line, provided that such boundary in clearly discernibleon theground, such
asthecentrelineof ariver, stream, road or track.
17.-(1) Noreconnaissancelicenceshall begranted over anareaof landin, Restriction on
or which congtitutes- grant of .
reconnalssance
. . licence.
(@ aprospecting areaif aperson, other than the person to
whom the reconnaissancelicenceisto be granted, isthe
holder of an exclusive prospecting licence over thearea
in respect of amineral to which the reconnai ssance
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licencewouldrelate;
(b) amining area; or
(©) aclaimarea.

(2) Wherean areaof land issubject to areconnaissancelicence
which, pursuant to section 19 (4), givesto the holder of thelicencean
exclusiveright to carry on reconnaissance operationsin that area, no other
reconnaissancelicence shall begranted over land in, or which constitutes,
that areaiin respect of any minera towhichthat exclusiveright relates.

(3) Whereitisnecessary tofly over any land for the purpose of the
exerciseof any right under section 22, nothingin thissection may be
construed to prevent any such flight from being undertaken.

Notices of 18.-(1) TheMinister shal givenoticeto an applicant for thegrant of a
decision on reconnaissancelicenceof hisdecison ontheapplicationand, if heis
application for prepared to grant thelicence, heshall giveinthe notice detailsof the
reconnal ssance .

licence. proposed licence.

(2) If anapplicant, within sixty daysafter heisgiven notice pursuant to
subsection (1) that the Minister isprepared to grant areconnai ssance
licence, failsto givenoticeto the Minister of hiswillingnessto accept the
proposed licence, hisapplication shall |apse.

Contents of 19.-(1) A reconnaissancelicenceshdl-
reconnal ssance
licence. (a) state the date of the grant of thelicence and the period
for whichitisgranted;
(b) include adescription and a plan of the area of land over
whichitisgranted;
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(© state the conditionsonwhichit isgranted; and
(d) identify any mineral to which thelicencerelates.

(2) Subjecttoany relevant agreement of akind referredtoin section 9,
theremay beincludedin, or in astatement appended to, areconnai ssance
licenceeither or both of thefollowing conditions, namely-

€)) aconditionthat in, or inrelation to, the reconnai ssance
area, the holder of thelicence shall, during aspecified
period, carry out the programme of reconnaissance
operations and expend the amounts specified in the
licence; or

(b) acondition requiring the holder of thelicence, in respect
of any period and in the manner specified, to submit to
the Minister acceptable proposalsfor the carrying out of
aprogramme of reconnaissance operations and the
expenditure of amountsin, or inrelation to, the
reconnai ssance area during that period.

(3) WheretheMinister issatisfied that aninitial periodisrequiredto
makethe necessary preparationsto carry on reconnai ssance operations, he
may specify inareconnaissancelicenceaperiod (not exceeding three
months) asthe preparation period.

(4) A reconnaissancelicenceshall, inrespect of any mineral towhich
thelicencerelates, confer onthe holder of thelicencetheexclusiveright to
carry on reconnai ssance operationsin thereconnai ssance area.

20.-(1) Theterm of areconnaissancelicenceisthe period for whichthe Termof
licenceisgranted, not exceeding twelvemonths, stated inthelicenceandany ~ reconnaissance
preparation period specified in thelicence pursuant to section 19 (3). licence.
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(2) Theterm of areconnaissancelicence commenceson and includes
thedate on whichthelicenceisgranted, asstated inthelicence.

Miscellaneous 21.-(1) Subject to thissection, wherethe holder of areconnaissance

provisions licence appliesfor thegrant of an exclusive prospecting licenceover an area

fg:gr?;ra“j rs‘gance of land in the reconnai ssance areaand the application hasnot been finaly

licences. dealt with before the date on which the reconnai ssance licence woul d, but
for thissubsection, ceaseto have effect, the reconnai ssancelicence
continuesto have effect over theareaof land until-

)] noticeisgiven to the applicant pursuant to thisAct of
therefusal to grant the exclusive prospecting licence; or

(b) asthe case may be, the date of the grant of the
exclusive prospecting licence, as stated in the exclusive
prospecting licence.

(2) Thereanexclusiveprospecting licenceisgranted to the holder of a
reconnaissancelicence, theland subject to that exclusive prospecting licence
ceasesto be subject to that reconnai ssancelicence, but no other
reconnaissancelicenceisaffected by thegrant of that exclusive prospecting
licence.

(3) Wherean areaof land becomesamining area, it ceasesto be
subject to any reconnaissancelicenceto whichit wassubjectimmediately
beforebecomingamining area

(4) Subsection (1) shal not have effect-

(a) to prevent the cancellation under thisAct of a
reconnaissance licence; or

(b) if the application for the grant of an exclusive
prospecting licenceiswithdrawn.
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22.-(1) SubjecttothisAct and the conditionsof thelicence, areconnais- Rights of holder

sancelicence, whileit haseffect, confersonthe holder of thelicencetheright  of _

to carry on reconnai ssance operationsin or over the reconnaissancearea, [?Conna‘ ssance
1cence.

and for the purpose of the exercise of that right, the holder may, subject to
thisAct and the conditionsof thelicence, either himsalf, or through
employees or agents, enter the reconnai ssance area, and erect camps and
temporary buildings, or erect ingalationsin any watersforming part of the
reconnaissancearea.

(2) Theholder of areconnaissancelicenceshall not engageindrilling,
excavation or other subsurface techniques, except where and to the extent he
isauthorised by hislicenceto useany of thosetechniques.

23.-(1) Theholder of areconnaissancelicence- Duties of holder
of
€)) shall, subject to subsection (2), carry onreconnaissance  reconnaissance

operationsin accordance with his programme of licence.
reconnai ssance operations;
(b) shall, subject to subsection (2), expendin, or inrelation
to, the reconnai ssance area an amount not lessthan the
amount required by thelicence or otherwiseto be so
expended; and
(c) shall carry on reconnai ssance operationsin accordance
with the requirementsof thisAct.
2 TheMinister may, on an application madeto him by theholder
of areconnaissancelicence, limit, reduce, vary or suspend any obligation
arising pursuant to subsection (1) (a) or (b) either conditionally or
unconditiondly.
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Exclusive Prospecting Licences

24.  Anapplicationfor thegrant of an exclusive prospecting licence-

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)
(€)

()

(9)

(h)

shall giveinformation of thekind referredto in section
15 (a), and shall give or be accompanied by a
statement giving particularsof thekind referredtoin
section 15 (d);

shall identify themineralsin respect of which thelicence
issought;

shall be accompanied by aplan of thekind referred to
in section 15 (b);

shall state the period for which the licenceis sought;

shall give or be accompanied by a statement giving
particulars of the programme of prospecting operations
proposed to be carried out in the area of land over
which thelicenceis sought and an estimate of the cost
of carrying out the programme, and an estimate of any
significant effect which the carrying out of the
programmewould belikely to have on the environment
and on any monument or relicintheareaover which
thelicenceissought;

shall give or be accompanied by a statement giving
particulars of the applicant’s proposal swith respect to
the employment and training of citizensof Belize;

shall be accompanied by astatement giving particulars
of expected infrastructure requirements; and

may set out any other matter which the applicant wishes
the Minister to consider.
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25.-(1) SubjecttothisActandto any relevant agreement of akind referred  Disposal of

toinsection 9, on application duly made, the Minister may grant on such application for

conditionsashemay determine, or refuseto grant, an exclusive prospecting @r(g' “Sé::’ E‘n

licence over any areaof land. ﬁoersge_ o
(2) Thetota areaof land over which an exclusive prospecting licenceis

granted to any person shall not exceed twenty-five squarekilometresand

shall be of such shape and orientation that, sofar aspossible, it shall be

rectangular with thewidth not being lessthan one quarter of thelength:

Provided that the Minister may authorise the shapeto be other than
rectangular when satisfied that local circumstancesmakethisdesirable, and
mayy authorisethe use of apermanent natural boundary instead of astraight
line; provided that such boundary isclearly discernibleon theground, suchas
the centrelineof ariver, stream, road or track.

26.-(1) Noexclusive prospecting licence shall be granted over an areaof Restriction on

landin, or which condtitutes- grant of
exclusive

prospecting

€)) amining area; or licence.

(b) aclamarea.

(2) Wherean areaof land issubject to an exclusive prospecting
licence, no other exclusive prospecting licence shal begranted over landin,
or which congtitutes, that areain respect of any mineral towhichthe
subs sting exclusive progpecting licencerel ates.

(3) Wherean areaof land issubject to areconnaissancelicencewhich
gives, pursuant to section 19 (4), to theholder of thelicencean exclusive
right to carry on reconnai ssance operationsin respect of theland, an
exclusive prospecting licence shal not be granted in respect of any mineral to
whichthat exclusveright relates, over landin, or which constitutes, that area,
to aperson other than the holder of the reconnaissancelicence.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



34 CAP.226]

Minesand Minerals

4)

(@)

(b)

(©)

(@)

No exclusive prospecting licence shall begrantedto an
gpplicant unless-

the applicant has adequate financial resources, technical
competence and experienceto carry on effective
prospecting operations;

the programme of proposed prospecting operationsis
adequate;

the applicant’ sproposal sfor the employment and training
of citizens of Belize are adequate; and

the applicant haspaid thefeesand complied with al other
conditionsfor grant of alicence.

Noticeof decison  27.  Theprovisonsof section 18 shall apply inrelation to an application
onapplicationfor  for thegrant of an exclusive prospecting licence asthey apply inrelationto

exclusive
prospecting
licence.

an applicationfor the grant of areconnai ssancelicence.

Contents of 28.-(1) Anexclusiveprospecting licenceshall-

exclusive

prospecting (@)
licence.

(b)
(©)

(d)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

state the date of the grant of the licence and the period
for whichitisgranted;

identify themineral in respect of whichitisgranted;

include adescription and a plan of the area of land over
whichitisgranted; and

state the conditionson whichit isgranted.
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(2) WheretheMinister issatisfied that aninitial periodisrequiredto
makethe necessary preparation to carry on prospecting operations he may,
inan exclusive prospecting licence, specify aperiod (not exceeding three
months) asthe preparation period.

(3) Thereshall be appended to an exclusive prospecting licencea
programmefor theemployment and training of citizensof Belize.

29.-(1) If inadditionto conditionsincluded in an exclusive prospecting Progranmeof
licence under section 28 (1), or on any extension of thelicenceunder section ~ Prospecting
48, thelicenceissubject to the condition that not | ater than onemonth before ~ OPerations.
theanniversary in any year of thegrant of thelicence, theholder of the

licenceshall submit to the Minister in detail an adequate programmewith

respect to work and expenditure to be carried out or madein theyear of the
licenceimmediately following, the programme so submitted isdeemed to

congtitute arequirement of thelicencewith respect to prospecting operations

and expenditure.

(2) Therequirement in subsection (1), that the programme submitted
shall beadequate, isdeemed to have been met wherethe programme
submitted satisfiestherequirements (if any) with respect to work and
expenditure contained in arelevant agreement of akind referredtoin section
0.

30.  Theremay beincludedinan exclusive prospectinglicenceaprovison  Option.
with respect to the exercise, by the Government or apersonidentified inthe

licence, of an option to acquire on stipulated terms, or on termsto be agreed,
aninterestinany mining venturewhich may becarriedoninrelationtoland

in, or which congtitutes, the prospecting area.

31.-(1) Thetermof an exclusive prospecting licence shall bethe period for Termof exclusive
which thelicenceisgranted, not exceeding threeyearsasmay be statedin prospecting
thelicence, and any preparation period specifiedin thelicence pursuant to licence.

section 28 (2).
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Miscellaneous

(2) Thetermof anexclusivelicencecommenceson and includesthe
date of thegrant of thelicence asstated inthelicence.

32.-(1) Subject tothissection, wherethe holder of an exclusive pros-

provisions pecting licence appliesfor thegrant of amining licence over any areaof land
Conlcef”' ng in, or which constitutes, the prospecting area, and the application hasnot
ngsl;ztei ng been findlly dedlt with before the date on which the exclusive prospecting
licences. licencewould, but for thissubsection, ceaseto have effect, theexclusive
prospecting licence continuesto have effect over that areaof land until-

)] noticeisgiven to the applicant pursuant to thisAct of
therefusal to grant the mining licence; or

(b) asthe case may be, the date of the grant of the mining
licence, asstated in themining licence.

(2) Whereamining licenceisgranted over any areaof land wholly or
partly in one, or morethan one, prospecting area-

(a) the exclusive prospecting licence held by the person to
whom the mining licenceisgranted ceasesto have
effectinthemining area; and

(b) the exclusive prospecting licence held by any other
person-

() ceasesto have effect if the prospecting area
covered by thelicenceiswithin, oris
constituted by the same area of land as, the
mining area; or

(i) asthe case may be, continuesto have affect
only inrelation to land outside the mining area.
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(3) Subsection (1) shall not have effect-

(&)  toprevent thecancellation under thisAct of anexclusive
prospecting licence; or

(b) if the application for the grant of amining licenceis
withdrawn.

(4) Anexclusive prospecting licence may continueto haveeffect
pursuant to this section notwithstanding that the prospecting areahas ceased
to bein the shape or ceased to have the dimensions prescribed in respect of
prospecting areasor, asthe case may be, approved in respect of that area.

33.  SubjecttothisAct andtheconditionsof thelicence, an exclusive Rights of holder
prospecting licence, whileit haseffect, conferson the holder of thelicence of exclusive
theexclusiveright to carry on prospecting operationsin the prospecting area ﬁg‘;ﬁgﬁc“ ng

for theminera towhichthelicencereates, and for the purpose of the '
exerciseof that right the holder may, subject to this Act and the conditions of

thelicence, either himsdlf, or through hisemployeesor agents, enter the

prospecting areaand erect camps and temporary buildingsor erect

installationsin any watersforming part of the prospecting area.

34.  Theholder of an exclusiveprospecting licence- Duties of holder
of exclusive
(a)  shall commence prospecting operationswithin three ﬁg‘i’;c“ ng
months of the date of the grant of thelicence, as stated '
inthelicence;

(b) shall, subject to sections 35 and 52, carry on
prospecting operationsin accordance with his
programme of prospecting operations,

(c) shall giveto the Minister notice of the discovery-
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Variation, etc., of
obligations.

(i) of possible commercial value of any mineral to
which hislicencerelates;

(i) of any mineral deposit of possible commercial
value, within thirty daysof thediscovery;

(d) shall, subject to section 35, expend in, or inrelation to,
the prospecting areaan amount not lessthan the
amount required by thelicence or otherwiseto be so
expended,;

(e shall, subject to section 35, employ and train citizens of
Belizein accordance with the proposalsin that
connection particulars of which have been giveninor
appended to thelicence; and

(f shall carry on prospecting operationsin accordance
with therequirementsof thisAct.

35.-(1) TheMinister may, on application madeto him by theholder of an
exclusive prospecting licence, limit, reduce, vary or suspend any obligation
arising pursuant to section 34 (b), (d) or (€) either conditionally or
unconditiondly:

Provided that beforelimiting, reducing, varying or suspending any
obligation under section 34 (b), (d) or (), the Minister shal obtainthe prior
approva of the Cabinet.

(2) Toenablehimto disposeof an application under subsection (1),
the Minister may, by notice served on the applicant, require the applicant to
furnish him, within such reasonabletimeasisspecified inthenotice, with
suchinformation relevant to the application asmay bedescribedinthe
notice.
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Mining Licences

36.-(1) Anapplicationfor thegrant of amining licence may be made by the
holder of an exclusive prospecting licenceor by apersonwhoisnot sucha

holder.

(2) Wherean applicationfor thegrant of amining licenceismade the
holder of an exclusive prospecting licence, the application shall be made-

(@)

(b)

(©)

only inrespect of land subject to the exclusive
prospecting licence;

only if the holder has given notice to the Minister of the
discovery incommercial quantitiesof any mineral to
which hislicencerelates; and

not | ater than two months, or such further periods asthe
Minister may allow, after that noticewasgiventothe
Minister.

(3) Anapplicationfor thegrant of amining licence-

(@)

(b)
(©)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

shall giveinformation of thekind referred toin section
15(a);

shall identify the mineralswhichit isproposed to mine;

shall state the number of the exclusive prospecting
licence (if any) held by the applicant and shall give
detailsof any exclusive prospecting licence held by the
applicant, or by any person controlling, controlled by or
under joint or common control with, the applicant,
during the preceding four years;

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.

Application for
mining licence.

REVISED EDITION 2000



20 CAP.226]

Minesand Minerals

(d)

(€)
(f)

(9)

(h)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

shall be accompanied by aplan of theareaover which
thelicenceis sought, drawn in such manner asthe
Minister may require and showing-

(i) the name of each owner/lawful occupier of a
holdingin, or partly in, that areaand in the case
of morethan one such holding, the boundaries
within that areaof each such holding; and

(i) such other particulars asthe Minister may
require;

shall state the period for which the licenceis sought;

shall give or be accompanied by astatement giving
detailsof themineral depositsintheareaof land over
whichthelicenceissought, including detailsof all
known mineralsproved, estimated or inferred, ore
reservesand mining conditions,

shall be accompanied by atechnical report on mining
and treatment possi bilitiesand theintention of the
applicant in relation thereto;

shall give or be accompanied by astatement giving
particul ars of the programme of proposed mining
operations, including astatement of -

() the estimated date by which the applicant
intendsto work for profit;

(i) the estimated capacity of production and scale
of operations;
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(i)  theestimated overall recovery of oreand minera
products;

(iv)  thenatureof the products;

V) proposalsfor the prevention of pollution, the
treatment of wastes, the safeguarding of natural
resources, the progressive reclamation and
rehabilitation of land disturbed by mining and for
the minimisation of the effectsof mining on
surface water and ground water and on adjoining
or neighbouring lands;

(vi)  theresidua effectson the environment of the
mining operationsand proposalsfor their
minimisation;

(vi)  any particular risks (whether to health or
otherwise) involved in mining theminera, and
proposalsfor their control or elimination; and

(viii)  any significant effect which the carrying out of
the programmeislikely to have onthe
environment and on any monument or relicinthe
areaover which thelicenceis sought and
proposalsfor eliminating or controlling that
effect;

(1) shall give or be accompanied by astatement giving a
detailed forecast of capital investment, operating costs
and revenues and the anticipated type and source of
financing;

()] shall be accompanied by areport on the goodsand
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applicationfor
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servicesrequired for the mining operation which can be
obtained within Belize and the applicant’s proposals
with respect to the procurement of those goods and
services,

(k) shall give or be accompanied by astatement giving
particulars of the applicant’s proposal swith respect to
the employment and training of citizensof Belize;

() shall be accompanied by astatement giving particulars
of expected infrastructure requirements; and

(m)  may set out any other matter which the applicant wishes
the Minister to consider.

(4) Wherean applicationfor thegrant of amining licenceismadeby a
personwhoisnot the holder of an exclusive prospecting licencethe
application shall, inadditiontothematter referred toin subsection (3), give
or beaccompanied by astatement giving particularsof thefinancia and
technical resourcesavailableto the gpplicant for thelicence.

37.-(1) Subject to thissection, to section 38 and to any relevant agreement
of akind referred toin section 9, on application duly made by the holder of
an exclusive prospecting licencethe Minister may grant, on such conditions
ashemay determine, themining licenceappliedfor.

(2) Theareaof land over whichamininglicenceisgranted shal not
exceed ten square kilometres, provided that the applicant for such alicence
shdl beentitled to delineate and hold more than onemining licencefor the
areawhichisthe subject of theexclusive prospecting licence.

(3) Subject to thissection and section 38, on application duly made by
apersonwhoisnot the holder of an exclusive prospecting licence, the
Minister may grant, on such conditionsashe may determine, or refuseto
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grant, themining licenceappliedfor.

(4) Toenablehimto disposeof an applicationfor thegrant of amining
licence, the Minister may, by notice given to the applicant, requirethe
applicant, at hisown expense, to commission an independent study by
consultants acceptabl eto the Munster for the purpose of -

€)) ng thefeasibility of the programme of mining
operations proposed in the application; or

(b) assessing or making recommendations about such other
matters arising out of, or connected with, the
application, asthe Minister may specify inthenotice.

38.-(1) Nomining licence shdl begranted over anareaof landin, orwhich  Restriction on
condtitutes- grant of mining
licence.

€)) amining area; or
(b) aclamarea.

(2) Wherean areaof land issubject to areconnaissance licencewhich
has been granted, pursuant to section 26 (3), which givesto the holder of the
licencean exclusiveright to carry on reconnaissance operationsinthat areain
respect of any mineral, amining licenceshall not begranted over landin, or
which constitutes, the reconnai ssance area, in respect of any suchminera to
any person other than the hol der of the reconnai ssancelicence.

(3) Nomininglicenceover landin, or which congtitutes, aprospecting
areashall be granted to aperson who isnot the hol der of aprospecting
licenceover that land.

(4) Subjectto any relevant agreement of akind referredtoin section 9,
no mining licence shall be granted to an applicant unless-
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(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

()

(9)

the programme of proposed mining operations-

() takes proper account of environmental and
safety factors; and

(i) will ensurethe most efficient and beneficial use
of the mineral resources concerned;

theareaof land over which thelicenceis sought isnot
in excess of the areareasonably required to carry out
that programme;

the applicant has adequate financial resources, technical
competence and experienceto carry on effective mining
operations;

the applicant’s proposalsfor the employment and
training of citizensof Belize are adequate;

the applicant’s proposal swith respect to the
procurement of goods and services obtainablewithin
Belizeare satisfactory;

any relevant option given pursuant to section 30 has
been exercised and given effect to or satisfactory
arrangements have been made for that purpose; and

the applicant has paid the prescribed fees and complied
with all other conditionsfor grant of alicence.

(5) Wherean application for thegrant of amining licenceisduly made
by the holder of an exclusive prospecting licence, theMinister shall not
refuse an application for thegrant of amining licence on aground other than
theground referred to in subsection (3) unlesshe has-
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€)] given noticeto the applicant of hisintention to refuseto
grant thelicence on that ground (giving particulars); and

(b) specified in the notice adate before which the applicant
may make appropriate proposalsto remove the ground
for refusal or, asthe case may be, remedy the default, or
make representation in relation thereto, and the applicant
has not done so before that date.

39.  Theprovisonsof section 18 apply inrelationto an applicationforthe  Noticeof

grant of amining licenceasthey apply inrelation to an application for the decision on

grant of areconnaissancelicence. application for
mining licence.

40.-(1) A mininglicenceshall- Contents of
mining licence.

€)) state the date of the grant of the licence and the period
for whichitisgranted;

(b) identify themineral in respect of whichitisgranted.

(2) Theresnal beappendedtoamining licence particularsof aholder’s
proposa sfor theemployment and training of citizensof Belizewhich shall
form part of thelicence.

(3) Subject to any relevant agreement of akind referredtoin section 9,
theremay beincludedin, or in astatement appended to, amining licence
either or both of thefollowing conditions, namely-

€)) aconditionthat in, or inrelation to, themining area, the
holder of thelicence shall during aspecified period carry
out the programme of mining operations and expend the
amounts specifiedin thelicence; or

(b) acondition requiring the holder of thelicence, in respect
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of any period and in the manner specified, to submit to
the Minister acceptabl e proposalsfor the carrying out
of aprogramme of mining operationsand the
expenditure of amountsin, or inrelation to, themining
areaduring that period.

(4) Theremay beincludedinamininglicenceconditionswith respect
to the processing, disposal or saleof the mineralsto be mined.

Termof mining 41.-(1) A mining licencemay befor aperiod not exceeding twenty yearsor
licence. theestimated life of the orebody which it isproposed to be mined,
whichever isearlier, asmay be stated inthelicence.

(2) Thetermof amining licence commenceson andincludesthedate
of thegrant of thelicence.

Rightsof holder ~ 42.-(1) A mininglicence, whileit haseffect, confersonthe holder of the

of mininglicence.  |icencetheexclusiveright to carry on prospecting and mining operationsin
themining areaand for the purpose of the exercise of that right the hol der
may, subject to thisAct and the conditions of thelicence-

(@)
(b)

(©)

use employees and agentsto work on his behalf,

take all reasonable measuresin that area, including the
use of necessary equipment and the erection of
necessary installations, plant and buildingsfor mining,
and transporting, dressing, treating, smelting or refining
any mineral recovered; and

dispose of any mineral product recovered, and stack or
dump any mineral or waste productsin amanner
approved by the Minister.

(2) Theholder of amininglicence-
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€)] shall not intentionally carry on prospecting or mining
operationsfor amaterial unlessitisamineral towhich
hislicencerelates; and

(b) shall not mineany mineral deposit, particulars of which
have not been given pursuant to section 36 (3) (f) in his
application, or in astatement accompanying his
application, for the grant of the licence, without the
approval of the Minister given under subsection (3).

(3) Whereintheexerciseof hisrightsthe holder of amininglicence
discoversany mineral deposit, particularsof which were not given pursuant
to section 36 (3) (f) inhisapplication, or in astatement accompanying his
application, for the grant of thelicence, the holder-

€)) shall, withinthe period of thirty daysafter the discovery,
give notice and particulars of themineral deposit and the
circumstancesin which the discovery was made; and

(b) may, in the notice, request the Minister to give his
approval to the mining of themineral depositin
accordance with aprogramme of mining operations
stated in the notice.

(4) Subject to subsection (5), on arequest made pursuant to subsection
(3) (b), theMinister-

€)) shall, if the mineral deposit consists, or consists
primarily, of mineralsto which themining licencerelates,
and the programme of mining operations stated in the
notice containing the request is satisfactory, give his
approval to the request; or

(b) shall, inany other case, give preferential treatment to the
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request.

(5) TheMinister may, pursuant to subsection (4), by notice served on
the holder of thelicence, give hisapproval-

(@)
(b)

to the request as made; or

to the request as amended with the agreement of that
holder, unconditionally or subject to such conditionsas
are agreed to by the holder.

(6) TheinstrumentinwhichtheMinister givesan approva under
subsection (5) isdeemed to form part of themining licence concerned.

(7) Beforegivinghisapproval to any request under thissectionthe
Minister may, by notice served on the holder of thelicence, requirethe
holder to comply with any of the requirements of section 36 (3) asif the
request were an application for thegrant of amining licencein respect of the
mineralstowhichtherequest relates.

Dutiesof holder  43.-(1) Theholder of amining licence-

of mining licence.

(@)

(b)

(©)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

shall, subject to subsection (2) and section 52, carry on
mining and devel opment operations and commence
production in accordance with his programme of
training operations,

shall, subject to subsection (2), employ and train
citizensof Belizein accordance with the proposalsin
that connection appended to thelicence;

shall, subject to subsection (2), expendin, or inrelation
to, the mining areaan amount not |ess than the amount
required by thelicence or otherwiseto be so
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expended;

(d) shall carry on mining operationsin accordancewith the
requirementsof thisAct;

(e shall demarcate, and keep demarcated, in the manner
prescribed, the area of land subject to the licence; and

(f) shall give noticeto the Minister when he beginsto work
for profit.

(2) TheMinister may, on application madeto him by the holder of a
mining licence, limit, reduce, vary or suspend any obligation arising pursuant
to subsection (1) (a), (b) or (c) either conditionally or unconditionaly:

Provided that beforelimiting, reducing, varying or suspending any
obligation under subsection (1) (a), (b) or (c), theMinister shall obtainthe
prior approva of Cabinet.

44.-(1) Wherethelnspector considersthat the holder of amining licenceis Use of wasteful
using wasteful mining or treatment practices, hemay givenoticetotheholder ~ practices.
accordingly (giving inthenotice particularsof such practices) and requirethe

holder to show causewithin such period asthe | nspector shall specify inthe

noticewhy he should not ceaseto usethose practices.

(2) Where, within the period specifiedin anotice givento the holder of
amining licence pursuant to subsection (1), the holder failsto satisfy the
Inspector that heisnot using thewasteful practices specified inthe noticeor
that the practicesare not wasteful, or that the use of those practicesis
justified, the Inspector may give noticeto the holder directing himto cease
using al of those practicesor the practices specified, by such dateasisso
specified, and the holder shall do so.
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Cessation, €tc., of

45.-(1) Theholder of amining licenceshall give noticeto the Inspector-

production
frommine. (@)  twelvemonthsin advance, if he proposesto cease
production from aminein the mining areaconcerned;

(b) six monthsin advance, if he proposesto suspend
production from any such mine; or

(©) three monthsin advance, if he proposesto curtail
production from any such mine, and shall giveinthe
noticethe reason for cessation, suspension or
curtailment.

(2) Where, for any reason beyond hiscontrol, the holder of amining
licence ceases, suspendsor curtailsproduction fromamineinthemining
areaconcerned heshall, within fourteen daysafter the cessation, suspension
or curtailment give noticethereof to the I nspector.

Power of 46.  Where, pursuant to section 45 (1) or (2), noticeisgivento him, or if

Inspector on he otherwise becomesaware, of any cessation, suspension or curtailment of

cessation, etc. production from amine, the Inspector shall causethe matter concerned to
beinvestigated and thereafter-

@ he shall give hisapproval, conditionally or
unconditionally, to the cessation, suspension or
curtailment by noticeto the holder of the mining licence;
or

(b) he shall direct the holder of the mining licence by notice
givento the holder to resumefull production, or
production at such level asis specified in the notice, by
such date asis so specified and the holder shall do so.
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Renewal and Amendment of Mineral Rights

47.-(1) Theholder of areconnaissancelicence may, not later than three
months before the expiration of thelicence, apply for therenewal of the
licenceinrespect of all or any part of thereconnai ssancearea.

(2) Anapplication under subsection (1)-

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

shall state the period for which renewal of thelicenceis

sought;

shall be accompanied-

()

(i)

by areport on reconnaissance operationsthen
carried out; and

by astatement giving particularsof the
programme of reconnai ssance operations
proposed to be carried out in the period of
renewal, an estimate of any significant effect
which the carrying out of the programmewould
belikely to have on the environment and on any
monument or relicin the areaover which renewal
of thelicenceissought, and an estimate of the
cost of carrying out the programme;

shall, if therenewal of thelicenceissought in respect of
part only of the reconnai ssance area, be accompanied
by aplan identifying that part of the reconnai ssance
area; and

shall giveparticulars of any alteration inthe matter
shown inthe application for the grant of thelicence
pursuant to section 15 (a) and (b).
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(3) Onapplication duly madefor therenewal of areconnaissance
licence, theMinister-

(a) may, if heissatisfied that it would bein the public
interest to do so, renew the licence, with or without
variation of the conditionsof thelicence, for aperiod
not exceeding twelve months; and

(b) if not so satisfied, shall refuseto renew thelicence.

Application for 48.-(1) Theholder of an exclusive prospecting licence may, not later than
renewal of threemonths before the expiration of thelicence, apply for therenewa of
exclusive ; ;
. thelicencein respect of an areaof land-
prospecting
licence. .
(a) of such shape as may be prescribed; and
(b)  whichisnot greater in extent than half of the

prospecting area as at the date of the grant of the
licence, unlessthe Minister otherwise permits.

(2) Anapplicationunder subsection (1)-

(@)

(b)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

shall state the period for which renewal of thelicenceis
sought;

shall be accompanied-

(i) by areport on prospecting operationsthen
carried out and the costsincurred in carrying
them out; and

(i) by astatement giving particularsof the
programme of prospecting operations proposed
to be carried out in the period of renewal, an
estimate of any significant effect whichthe
carrying out of the programmewould belikely
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to have on the environment and on any monu-
ment or relicinthe areaover which renewal of
thelicenceis sought, and an estimate of the cost
of carrying out the programme;

(© shall be accompanied by aplanidentifying the areaof
land in respect of which renewal of thelicenceis sought;
and

(d) shall giveparticulars of any alteration inthe matter
showninthe application for the grant of thelicence
pursuant to section 24 (a).

(3) Subject to subsections(4) and (5), on application duly madefor the
renewal of an exclusive prospecting licence, the Minister shall renew the
licencefor aperiod not exceeding oneyear.

(4) TheMinister shall refuseto renew an exclusive prospecting licence-
(a) if-

() the applicant has not paid the prescribed fees
and complied with other conditionsfor the grant
of thelicence;

(in) the programme of prospecting operations
proposed to be carried out is not satisfactory; or

(i)  theareaof landinrespect of which renewal of
thelicenceis sought does not meet the
requirements of subsection (1) (a) and (b);

(b) if the Minister has given to the applicant notice of his
intention to refuseto renew thelicence-
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Application for
renewal of mining
licence.

() giving inthe notice particulars of the groundsfor
theintended refusal; and

(i) stating a date before which the applicant may
take appropriate action or make representation
inrelation to that ground; and

(©) if the applicant has not, before that date, remedied the
default or, in anotice given to the Minister, made
appropriate amendmentsto his application, or made
representations, which, in the opinion of the Minister,
removethe ground for theintended refusal.

(5) Anapplicationunder subsection (1) for therenewal of anexclusive
prospecting licence may be made on not more than two occasionsand,
accordingly, the power under subsection (3) may beexercisedinrelationto
an exclusive prospecting licence on not morethan two occasions.

(6) Whereaprospecting licence hasbeen renewed pursuant to
subsection (5) ontwo occasions, the Minister-

@ on the request of the holder of thelicence; and

(b) if he considersitin the publicinterest to do so,
may, by instrument inwriting, extend theterm of thelicencewith effect from
thedate of expiry of thelast period of renewal for such period, and on such
conditions, asisspecifiedin theinstrument.
49.-(1) Theholder of amining licencemay, not later than twelve months
before the expiration of thelicence, apply for therenewal of thelicencein

respect of thewholeor any part of themining area.

(2) Anapplication under subsection (1)-
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(@ shall statethe period for which renewal of thelicenceis
sought;

(b) shall be accompanied by astatement giving particulars
of the programme of mining operations proposed to be
carried out in the period of renewal, an estimate of any
significant effect which the carrying out of the
programmewould belikely to have on the environment
and on any monument or relic inthe areaover which
renewal of thelicenceissought, and an estimate of the
cost of carrying out the programme;

(© shall be accompanied by a statement giving details of -

() thelatest proved, estimated or inferred ore
reserves,

(i) the capital investment to be madein, and
production costs and revenue forecastsin
respect of, the period of renewal;

@iy  any expected changesin the methods of mining
and treatment; and

(iv)  any expectedincreaseor reductioninmining
activitiesand the estimated life of themine;

(d) shall, if renewal of thelicenceis sought in respect of part
only of the mining area, be accompanied by aplan
identifying that part of themining area; and

(e shall giveparticularsof any alterationsin the matter
showninthe application for the grant of thelicence
pursuant to section 36 (3) (a), (d), (h) (v), (vi) and (vii),

REVISED EDITION 2000

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE
[ the Government of Belize.

Printed by the Government Printer,]



s6 CAP.226] Minesand Minerals

() and (1).

(3) Subject to subsection (4), on application duly madefor the
renewal of amining licence, theMinister shall renew thelicence, with or
without variation of the conditionsof thelicence, for aperiod not exceeding
fifteenyears.

(4) TheMinister shall refuseto renew amining licence-
(@ if-

(i) the applicant has not paid the prescribed fees
and complied with al other conditionsfor the
grant of thelicence;

(i) the devel opment of the mining areahas not
proceeded with reasonabl e diligence;

(i)  minerasinreasonablequantitiesdo not remain
to be produced; or

(iv)  theprogramme of mining operations proposed
to be carried out isnot satisfactory;

(b) if the Minister has given to the applicant notice of his
intention to refuseto renew thelicence-

(i) giving inthe notice particulars of the ground for
theintended refusal; and

(i) stating adate before which the applicant may
take appropriate action or make repre-
sentationsin relation to that ground; and
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(© if the applicant has not, before the specified date,
remedied the default or, in anotice given to the Minister,
made appropriate amendmentsto hisapplication, or
made representationswhich, in the opinion of the
Minister, removethe ground for the intended refusal.

(5) Indeterminingwhether or not to vary the conditionsof amining
licenceonrenewal, the Minister shal haveregard and give effect to any
relevant agreement of akind referredtoin section 9.

50.-(1) TheMinister shall givenoticeto an applicant for therenewal of a Noticeof
reconnai ssancelicence, an exclusive prospecting licence or amininglicence disposal of
of hisdecision ontheapplication and, if herenewsthelicence, the notice- application for
renewal of
ineral right.
€)) shall state the period of renewal; mnerang
(b) shall set out any variationinthe conditions of thelicence;
and
(© shall include aplan of the areaof land in respect of
whichthelicenceisrenewed if that areadiffersfromthe
areaof land subject to thelicenceimmediately before
therenewal of thelicence.
(2) Subjecttoany relevant agreement of akind referredtoin section 9,
theremay beincluded in, or in astatement appended to, ancticereferredto
insubsection (1), either or both of thefollowing conditions, namely-
€)) aconditionthat in, or inrelation to, the reconnai ssance
area, prospecting areaor mining area, asthe case may
be, the holder of thelicence concerned shall, during a
specified period, carry out the programme of reconnais-
sance, prospecting or mining operations, asthe case
may be, specifiedinthe notice; or
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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Licenceto have

(b) acondition requiring the holder of thelicence
concerned, in respect of any period and in the manner
specified, to submit to the Minister acceptable
proposalsfor the carrying out of aprogramme of
reconnai ssance, prospecting or mining operations, as
the case may be, and the expenditure of amountsin, or
inrelation to, the reconnai ssance area, the prospecting
areaor themining area, asthe case may be, during that
period.

51.-(1) Wherean application under thisPart for therenewal of amineral

effect pending rightisnot findly dealt with beforethedate onwhichthemineral right
d'SPIQ?t. of f would, but for this subsection, ceaseto have effect, themineral right
fg?exal .' onor continuesto have effect over the areaof land over which renewal of the
minera right issought until noticeisgiven pursuant to section 50 of the
refusal to renew or, asthe case may be, of therenewal of the mineral right.
(2) Theperiodforwhichaminerd right isrenewed commenceson
and includesthe date on which theminerd right would have ceased to have
effect if an applicationfor therenewal of theminera right had not been
mede.
(3) Subsection (1) shall not have effect-
(@)  toprevent thecancellation under thisAct of amineral
right; or
(b) if an application for therenewal of amineral rightis
withdrawn.
Amendment of 52.-(1) Theholder of an exclusive prospecting licenceor amining licence
prospecting or may amend his programme of prospecting or mining operationsand, subject
”;' n ?gﬂme to subsection (2), the amendment has effect when particularsof the
Prog ' amendment aregiven in anotice served onthe Minister.
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2 Anamendment which substantialy altersaprogrammeof
prospecting or mining operationsdoes not have effect unlessapplication has
been made pursuant to section 35 or 43 (2) to the Minister and the Minister
has, under section 35 or 43 (2), agreed to the amendment.

Surrender, Cancellation and Suspension of Mineral Rights

53.-(1) Theholder of areconnaissancelicence, an exclusive prospecting Surrender.
licence or amining licencewho wishesto surrender thewholeor part of the

land subject to thelicence shall apply to the Inspector for acertificate of

surrender of theland not |essthan three months before the date on which he

wishesthe surrender to have effect.

(2) Anapplication under subsection (1)-

€)) shall state the date on which the applicant wishesthe
surrender to have effect;

(b) shall, if part only of theland subject to thelicenceisto
be surrendered, identify that part by theinclusion of a
plan thereof;

(© shall give particulars of reconnaissance, prospecting or
mining operations carried on in respect of theland to be
surrendered; and

(d) shall be supported by such records and reportsin
relation to those operations as the I nspector may
reasonably require.

(3) Subject to subsection (4) and (5), on application duly made under
subsection (1), theInspector shall issueacertificate of surrender, either
unconditionally or subject to such conditionsasare specified inthe
certificate, inrespect of theland to which the application rel ates.
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(4) Wherean applicationismade under subsection (1), the Inspector
shdl consult withtheMinigter.

(5) Thelnspector shall not issueacertificate of surrender-

(&)  toanapplicant who hasnot paid the prescribed fees
and complied with other conditionsfor the grant of the
licence;

(b)  toanapplicant who failsto comply with any reasonable
requirement of the Inspector for the purposes of
subsection (2) (d); or

(©) if the Inspector isnot satisfied that the applicant will
leave theland to be surrendered and on which
reconnai ssance, prospecting or mining operations have
been carried onin aconditionwhichissafeandin
accordance with good mining practice.

Effect of 54.-(1) Where pursuant to section 53 (3), acertificate of surrender is
certificate of issued, the Inspector-
surrender.

)] shall, if part only of the land subject toa
reconnai ssance licence, an exclusive prospecting
licence or amining licenceissurrendered, amend the
licence accordingly; or

(b) shall, inany other case, cancel thelicence, andin either
casethe Inspector shall give noticeto the applicant of
the amendment, or, asthe case may be, the
cancellation, and of theissue of the certificate of
surrender.
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(2) Thelandinrespect of whichacertificate of surrender isissued shall
betreated as having been surrendered with effect from thedate on which
notice of the surrender isgiven pursuant to subsection (1) to the applicant for
thecertificate.

(3) Thesurrender of any land doesnot affect any liability incurred
before the date on which the surrender takes effect and any legal proceedings
that might have been commenced or continued in respect of theliability
against the applicant may be commenced or continued against that applicant.

55.-(1) Subject tothissection, wherethe holder of areconnaissancelicence,  Suspension or
anexclusive prospecting licenceor amining licence- cancellation of
mineral right.
(@) falstouseingoodfaith theland subject to thelicence
for the purpose for which thelicence was granted,

(b) usesthat land for any purpose other than the purpose for
which thelicence was granted;

(© failsto comply with any requirement of thisAct (not
being exempted under this Act from doing so) with
which heisbound to comply;

(d)  failstocomply with acondition of thelicence (not being
exempted under this Act from doing so);

(e faillsto comply with adirection lawfully given under this
Act or with acondition on which any certificate of
surrender isissued or on which any exemption or
consent isgiven under thisAct;

(f) failsto comply with the conditionsrelating to the exer-
ciseof hisrightsunder hislicence, which are contained
inarelevant agreement of akind referred toin section 9;

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



62 CAP.226] Minesand Minerals

(g)  failstopay any amount payable by him under thisAct
within one month after the amount becomes due,

theMinister may, on that ground, by noticeinwriting served onthe holder
of thelicence, suspend or cancel thelicence.

(2) TheMinister shall not, under subsection (1), suspend or cancel the
licence ontheground referred toin that subsection unless-

@ he has, by noticeinwriting served on the holder of the
licence, given not lessthan thirty daysnoticeof his
intention to suspend or cancel the licence on that
ground;

(b) he has, in the notice, specified adate before which the
holder of thelicence may, inwriting, submit any matter
which hewishesthe Minister to consider; and

(©) he hastaken into account-

() any action taken by the holder of thelicenceto
remove that ground or to prevent the
recurrence of similar grounds; and

(i) any matters submitted to him by the holder of
thelicence pursuant to paragraph (b).

(3) TheMinister shall not, under subsection (1), suspend or cancel a
licence on aground referred to in paragraph (g) of subsection (1), if, before
the date specified inanoticereferred toin subsection (2), the hol der of the
licence paysthe amount of money together with an amount of interest (if
any) whichthe Minister considersreasonablein the circumstances of the
case.
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(4) TheMinister may, by noticeinwriting served onthe holder of a
reconnai ssancelicence, an exclusive prospecting licenceor amining licence,
cancel thelicence-

€)] if theholder (beinganindividual) is-
() adjudged bankrupt; or

(i) entersinto any agreement or scheme of
composition with hiscreditorsor takes
advantage of any law for the benefit of debtors;
or

(b) if, in the case of aholder that isabody corporate, an
order ismade or aresolution is passed winding-up the
affairsof that body corporate, unlessthewinding-upis
for the purpose of amalgamation or reconstruction and
the Minister has been given notice thereof.

(5) Wheretwo or more personsarejointly holders of areconnaissance
licence, an exclusive prospecting licence or amining licence, theMinister
shall not, under subsection (4), cancel thelicence onthe occurrence, in
relation to one or someonly of such persons, of an event entitling the
Minister soto cancel thelicence, unlessheissatisfied that any other person
or personsisor are unwilling, or would be unable, to carry out the dutiesand
obligationsof theholder of thelicence.

(6) Onthecancellation of areconnai ssancelicence, anexclusive
prospecting licence or amining licence, therightsof the holder of thelicence
thereunder cease, but the cancellation does not affect any liability incurred
before the cancellation and any legal proceedingsthat might have been
commenced or continued against theformer holder of thelicence may be
commenced or continued against him.
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Records.

Interestin mineral
right to be created
by instrument in
writing.

Transfers and Reqistration

56.-(1) Thelnspector shall causearecord to be kept in aRegister of every
minera right granted and of any dedlingswith, or affecting, aminerd right.

(2) Whenaminera right isgranted, the Inspector shall causethename
of the person towhom themineral right isgranted to be recorded in the
Register astheregistered holder of theminera right.

57.-(1) A legd or equitableinterestin, or affecting, amineral right, isnot
capableof being created, transferred, assigned, effected or dealt with,
whether directly or indirectly, except by aninstrument inwriting.

(2) Thecreationof alega or equitableinterestin, or affecting, a
minera right doesnot affect theliability of theregistered holder of the
minera right for any breach of the conditionsof the mineral right or of any of
theprovisionsof thisAct.

Transfer of 58.-(1) Unlessthe Minister approves-

mineral right to be

approved by (@)  thetransfer of amineral right; or
Minister.

(b) aninstrument by which alegal or equitableinterestin,
or affecting, amineral right, iscreated, assigned,
effected or dealt with,

whether directly or indirectly, thetransfer, or theinstrument in so far asit
operates as provided in this paragraph, isof no force.
(2) Anapplicationfor theapproval by the Minister under subsection
(1) of atransfer or aninstrument shall be madeto the Inspector in
accordancewiththeregulations.
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(3) Subject to subsections(4) and (5), on application duly made under
subsection (2), theMinister may give, or refuseto give, hisapproval, or may
givehisapprova subject to such conditions ashe deems necessary inthe
circumstancestoimpose.

(4) TheMinister shall not givehisapproval to thetransfer of, or to any
instrument operating as provided in subsection (1) (b) inrelationto, a
reconnaissancelicence.

(5) TheMinister shall givehisapproval tothetransfer of anexclusive
prospecting licenceor mining licencewhenthetransferee-

€)) isaperson controlling, controlled by or under common
control with, thetransferor; and

(b) isnot aperson disqualified under any provision of this
Act from holdingamineral right.

(6) IftheMinigter giveshisapprova tothetransfer of amineral right,
the Inspector shall causethe name of thetransfereeto berecordedinthe
Register astheregistered holder of themineral right but legal proceedings
that might have been commenced or continued against theformer registered
holder may be commenced or continued against him notwithstanding the
trandfer.

(7) Thereferencein subsection (1) (a) tothetransfer of amineral right
includesatransfer of amineral right by operation of law.

59.  TheMinister may requireany person making application under Minister may
section 58 to the Inspector to furnish to the Inspector suchinformationasthe  require
Minister may reasonably requireto enablethe Minister to dispose of the information.
gpplication and the gpplication shal comply with therequirement.
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Evidentiary 60.-(1) Thelnspector may giveacertificate with respect to any matter
provision. referred toin subsection (2).

(2) A certificate of theInspector-

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

that amineral right was granted, transferred, suspended
or cancelled on, or with effect from, adate specifiedin
the certificate;

that any land identified in the certificateis, or wasona
date specified in the certificate, subject toamineral
right;

that amineral specified inthe certificateisamineral to
whichaminerd right relates;

that any condition specified inthe certificateis, or was
on adate so specified, acondition of amineral right;

that a certificate of surrender wasissued in respect of
land identified, on adate specified, in the certificate;

that any condition specified inthe certificateisa
condition on which acertificate of surrender wasissued
or on which any consent or approval so specified was
given; or

that a person named in the certificateis, or wason a
date specified inthe certificate, the holder of amineral
right,

shall bereceived in proceedingsbefore any court or tribunal asevidence of
that fact, but without prejudiceto theright to adduce evidencein rebuttal.
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61.-(1) A copy of any entry inthe Register may be obtained by any person Inspection of
on payment of the prescribed fee. Register.

(2) TheRegister shall at all reasonabletimes be open for inspection by
any person on payment of the prescribed fee, and aperson may take copies
of any licence or entry in the Register on payment of the prescribed fee.

62. Wherethe Inspector issatisfied that there has been amistake made Register may be
in, or that some matter hasbeenincorrectly enteredinthe Register, heshall rectified.
rectify the Register by correcting that mistakeor incorrect entry.

63. A personwhowilfully- Offencesin
relationto
(@)  makes, or causesto be made or concursin making a registration.

falseentry inthe Register; or

(b) produces or tendersin evidence adocument falsely
purporting to be acopy of or extract from an entry in
the Register or of or from an instrument lodged with the
Inspector under thisDivision,

commitsan offenceand isliableon convictionto afinewhich shal not
exceed two thousand five hundred dollars or imprisonment for aterm which
shall not exceed oneyear, or to both such fine and term of imprisonment.

Miscellaneous Duties With Respect to Submitting Reports, etc.

64.-(1) TheFirst Schedule specifiestheinformation to befurnished, the Records and
reportsto be submitted and the recordsto be kept by the holder of a ::‘?P;f;hed |
1T ule.

reconnai ssancelicence, an exclusive prospecting licenceand amining licence.
(2) Theholder of aminera right-

(@ shall establishimmediately after the grant of the mineral
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Application for
inclusion of
additional
mineralsin
licence.

right, and keep established whilethe mineral right
subsists, an addressin Belize; and

(b) shall give notice of that addressto the Minister, and of
any variation of the addressfromtimeto time.

Miscellaneous
65.-(1) Thissection applieswhere-

(&)  theholder of an exclusive prospecting licence or mining
licence, inthe course of searching for or mining the
mineral to which hislicencerelates, findsanother
minera (inthissection called an* additional minerd”);
and

(b) inthe circumstancesit would beimpracticable or
impossibleto minethe mineral to whichthelicence
relateswithout al so mining that additional mineral.

(2) Wherethissection applies, the holder of theexclusive prospecting
licence or mining licence concerned may make applicationto the Minister
for theinclusoninthelicence of theadditional minerd andthe Minister, if
sati sfied that this section applies, shall approvetheapplication.

(3) TheMinister isnot required to approve an application referred to
insubsection (2) if theapplicant isunwilling to make such aterationsin his
programmeof prospecting or mining operationsasare reasonably necessary
to cover the searching for or mining of theadditional mineral.

(4) WheretheMinister approvesan application referred toin sub-
section (2), heshall do so subject to the condition that the exclusiveright to
searchfor or minethe additional mineral shdl ariseonly wherethat mineral
isfound together with amineral to which thelicence otherwisereatesin
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such circumstancesthat it would not be practi cable or possibleto minesuch
last mentioned minera without also mining theadditiona mineral.

(5) Noticeof theMinister’sdecision under subsection (2) shall begiven
to the holder of the exclusive prospecting licenceor, asthe case may be,
mining licence concerned; andinthe event that the Minister approvesthe
application, thelicence shall, subject to subsection (4), be deemed torelate
asototheadditiona minerd.

(6) Inany casewherethissectionwould not apply by reason of the
requirement of subsection (1) not being met, the Minister may, if heconsiders
that it would bein theinterests of the devel opment of the mineral resources of
Belizeto do so, approve an application by the holder of an exclusive
prospecting licence or amining licencetoincludeafurther minera inthe
licence; andinthat event thelicence shall bedeemedtorelatealsotothe
further mineral, subject to any conditionsimposed onthegiving of the
approval.

66.-(1) Theholder of an exclusive prospecting licenceor amining licence Enlargement of
may apply to the Minister to have his prospecting areaor, asthe case may prospecting area
be, mining area, enlarged inthe manner specified in the application and the ormining area.
Minister may, subject to subsection (2), approvethe application or refuseto

do so.

(2) TheMinister shall not approve an application made under
subsection (1) -

€)) unless heissatisfied that to do so would beinthe
interest of the development of the mineral resources of
Belize; or

(b) if, by reason of thisAct, the Minister could not then
grant to the holder making the application an exclusive
prospecting licence or, asthe case may be, amining
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Recovery of
unexpended
amounts.

licence over the area of land by the addition of which
the prospecting areaor mining areaisto be enlarged,
or could only do so subject to any condition which
could not be satisfied.

(3) Theapprova of the Minister under subsection (1) may begiven
unconditionally, or subject to such conditionsasthe Minister may determine
and specify inanoticegiven pursuant to subsection (4).

(4) Noticeof theMinister’sdecision under subsection (1) shall be
givento the holder of the prospecting licenceor, asthe case may be, mining
licence concerned, and inthe event that the Minister approvesthe
application, the prospecting or mining areashall be deemed to have been
enlarged accordingly.

(5) Toenablehimtodisposeof an application made under subsection
(1), theMinister may by notice served on the applicant require the applicant
to furnish him, within such reasonabletime asis specified inthe notice, with
suchinformation relevant to the application asmay bedescribedinthe
notice.

67.-(1) Subject to subsection (3), whentheamount expendedin, orin
relation to, areconnaissance area, aprospecting areaor amining areais
lessthan the amount required to be so expended by areconnai ssance
licence, an exclusive prospecting licence or amining licence, or otherwise,
theamount failing short of the amount required to be expended shall be
deemed to be adebt dueto the Government and may berecoveredina
court of competent jurisdiction.

(2) Inproceedingsto subsection (1), acertificate of the Inspector
certifying that aspecified amount ispayable by anidentified person shall be
received asevidence of that fact, but without prejudiceto theright to
adduceevidenceinrebuttal .
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(3) Theright to recover an amount pursuant to this section issubject to
theprovisionsof arelevant agreement of akind referredtoin section 9

limitingthet right.

68.-(1) Whereamining licenceisgranted to acompany, the company shall Control of

not, after the date of the grant of thelicence, without the written consent of company not to

theMinister- be given without
consent of
Minister.

€)) register thetransfer of any share or sharesinthe
company to any particular person or his nominee; or

(b) enter into an agreement with any particular person,

if theeffect of doing sowould beto giveto the particular person (or his
nominee) control of the company.

(2) Onapplication madeto himfor hisconsent under thissection, the
Minister shal give hisconsent if heconsidersthat the publicinterest would
not be prejudiced, but otherwise shall refuseto give hisconsent; and for the
purpose of considering any such applicationthe Minister may cdl for and
obtain suchinformation ashe cons dersnecessary.

(3) For the purposes of thissection-
€)] aperson isdeemed to have control of acompany-

() if the person, or hisnominee, holds or the person
and hisnominee hold atotal of twenty per
centum or more of the equity sharesin the
company; or

(in) if the person isentitled to appoint, or prevent the
appointment of, half or morethan half the
number of directorsof the company.
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Definitions.
CAP 94,

Restriction on
exerciseof rights

by holder of non-

(b) “equity shares’, in relation to acompany, means shares
in the company other than preference shares; and

(©) “preference shares’ means shareswhich carry theright
to payment of adividend of afixed amount, or not
exceeding afixed amount, in priority to payment of a
dividend on another class or other classes of shares,
whether with or without other rights.

PART IV
Non-Exclusive Prospecting Licences and Claims

69. InthisPart, “district” meansoneof thejudicial districtsinto which
Belizeisdivided under thelnferior CourtsAct.

70.  Wherethedoing of any act isregulated or prohibited by any written
law (other thanthisAct), nothing inthis Act shal be construed asauthorising
the holder of anon-exclusive prospecting licenceor aclaimto do the act-

exclusive
prospecting : : . .
licenceor claim. ® otherwise than in accordance with the written law; and
(b) without first obtaining thelicence, permit, authority, or
other instrument (if any), required under the law for the
doing of theact.
Non-exclusive 71.-(1) Subject tothissection, the Inspector may issueto any persona
prospecting non-exclusive progpecting licence.
licence.
(2) Subject to subsection (5), anon-exclusive prospecting licence-
(a) shall not begranted to anindividual unlessheisa
citizenof Belize;
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(b)

(©)

shall not beissued to acompany unlessit isacompany
whose entire share capital isbeneficially owned by
citizensof Belize or by acorporation which, inthe
opinion of the Minister, has been established for apublic
purpose, or partly by such citizensand partly by such a
corporation;

shall not beissued to acorporation unlessitisa
corporationincorporated in Belize.

(3) A non-exclusive prospecting licence shall not beissued to aperson
unlessthe Inspector issatisfied that that person intends, withthelimitsof his

competence and resources, to undertake prospecting operations.

(4) Thepower toissueanon-exclusive prospecting licenceissubject to

theregulations.

(5) WheretheMinister issatisfiedthat itisinthepublicinteresttodo

so and certifiesto the I ngpector, the Inspector may issueanon-exclusive
prospecting licence-

€)) toanindividual whoisnot acitizen of Belize but who

has been ordinarily resident in Belize during the period
of four yearsimmediately preceding the date on which

hisapplication for grant of alicenceis made; or

(b) to acompany or corporation other than one of akind
referred to in subsection (2) (b) or (c).

72.-(1) A non-exclusive prospecting licence may authorisetheholder of the  Rights under

licenceto prospectinall digtricts, or inany district or part of adistrict non-exclusive

identifiedinthelicence, for any mineral identifiedinthelicence. EL‘;E’:ZC“ ng
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(2) Theholder of anon-exclusive prospecting licence may, subject to
this Act and the conditions of the prospecting licence, enter onany landin
which heisauthorised to prospect, and carry on prospecting operationsfor
any minera towhich hislicencerelates.

(3) Theholder of anon-exclusive prospecting licence shall not
prospect-

@ inland-

() inareconnaissance areafor any mineral in
respect of which the holder of the
reconnai ssance licence has been granted
exclusiverights pursuant to section 19 (4);

(i) inaprospecting areafor any mineral to which
the prospecting licencerelates; or

(i) inamining area;

(b) inland inaclaim area, unlessheisthe holder of the
clam.

(4) Subject tothisAct and the conditionsof the non-exclusive
prospecting licence, for the purpose of the exercise of theright referredtoin
subsection (2), the holder of anon-exclusive prospecting licence may, in
particular, erect campsand temporary buildings, or erect ingdlationsinany
watersforming part of theland onwhich heisauthorised to prospect.

Temandrenewal  73.-(1) A non-exclusive prospecting licence haseffect for the period of
of non-exclusve  twelve monthsfrom and including the date of theissue of thelicence.
prospecting
licence. . . .
(2) Subject to subsections(3) and (4) and theregulations, the
Inspector, on application duly made, may renew anon-exclusive
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prospecting licencefor aperiod of twelve monthsfrom thedate onwhichit
would ceaseto haveeffect if not renewed.

(3) Thelnspector shall not renew anon-exclusive prospecting licence
unlessheissatisfied-

(&) thattheapplicant hasundertaken, in good faith within
thelimits of hiscompetence and resources during the
period for which he has held the licence, prospecting
operations; and

(b) intends, within those limits, to undertakein good faith
further prospecting operations.

(4) Thelnspector shall not renew anon-exclusive prospecting licenceif
the applicant hasnot paid the prescribed fees or hasfailed to comply with the
conditionsonwhichthelicencewasgranted.

74.-(1) SubjecttothisAct, theholder of anon-exclusive prospecting Pegging of claim.
licencemay peg aclaim or claimsin accordancewith theregulations.

(2) Wheretheholder of anon-exclusive prospecting licence, pursuant
to subsection (1), pegsaclam, heshal, withinthirty daysof doing so, apply
inaccordancewith theregulationsfor registration, inthe manner prescribed,
of theclam.

(3) Subject tothisAct, on application duly madefor theregistration of
aclaim, theclam shall beregistered, either unconditionally or subject to such
conditionsas may be prescribed.

75.-(1) A clamshall not beregistered pursuant to section 74 in respect of Restriction on
land inwhich the person applying for registration of theclaimisnot entittedto ~ registration of
prospect. cam.
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(2) Thelnspector shall refusetoregister aclaim-

@ if he hasreasonable groundsto believethat mineralsin
commercia quantities have not been discovered within
the proposed claim areg;

(b) if he hasreasonable groundsto believethat the
applicant does not intend to carry on, in good faith,
withinthelimitsof hiscompetence and resources,
mining operationsin the proposed claim areg;

(©) if he hasreasonable groundsto believethat itisnotin
the public interest that aclaim should beregistered m
respect of the proposed claim area; or

(d) if the applicant has not paid the prescribed fees or has
failed to comply with the prescribed conditionsand the
Inspector, for reasonsto berecorded inwriting, isnot
prepared to waive the default.

(3) Wherethelnspector hasrefused to register aclaim on any of the
groundsreferred toin subsection (2), the applicant may appeal against the
decisontothe Minister whosedecison shal befinal.

(4) Thelnspector may refuseto register aclamif theapplicant fails,
within areasonabl e period specified by the Inspector, tofurnishthe
I nspector with satisfactory evidence of the existence of theminera for which
theclaimispegged, withintheareaof theclaim.

Periodof validity ~ 76.-(1) Subject tothisAct, aclaim registered pursuant to section 74-
and renewal of

daim, @ isvalid from the day when the claim was pegged until
the 31st March next following that day; and
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77

(b)

on application made to the Inspector in accordance with
theregulations, may be renewed for further periods of
twelve months each, commencing on the 1st April in
eachyear.

(2) A claimshall not berenewed pursuant to subsection (1)-

(@)

(b)

(©)

unlessthe Inspector issatisfied that mineralsin
commercial quantitiesremainintheclaimareg;

unlessthe Inspector is satisfied that the applicant has
carried on, in good faith, withinthelimitsof his
competence and resources, mining operationsin the
claim areaand intendsto continue doing so; or

if the applicant has not paid the prescribed fees or fails
to comply with the prescribed conditions and the
Inspector, for reasonsto berecorded inwriting, isnot
prepared to waive the default.

(3) WheretheInspector hasrefused to renew aclaim on any of the
groundsreferred toin subsection (2), the applicant may appeal against the
decisionto theMinister whose decision shall befinal.

77.-(1) Subject tothisAct and the conditionsof the claim, the holder of a
claim hastheright to enter aclaim areaand a so the exclusiveright, whilethe
claimisregistered, to prospect and minetherein, and to removetherefrom
and dispose of, themineral sin respect of whichtheclamisregistered
pursuant to section 74.

(2) Theholder of aclaimshall-

(@)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

within the limits of hiscompetence and resources, carry
on, ingood faith, in the claim area, mining operations;

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.

Rights and
duties of holder
of clam.

REVISED EDITION 2000



78 CAP. 226] Minesand Minerals

(b)  furnishthelnspector with suchinformation relating to
hismining or prospecting operationscarried oninthe
claim areaasthe I nspector may reasonably require or
asmay be prescribed; and

(©) carry out promptly any directionsrelating to hismining
or prospecting operationswhich may begivento him
by the Inspector for the purpose of ensuring safety or
good mining practice.

Cancellation of 78.-(1) Wheretheholder of aclaim-

dam.

(@) falstouse ingoodfaith, thelandintheclaim areafor
mining operations;

(b) usesthelandintheclaim areafor any purpose other
than mining operations,

(c) failsto comply with any requirement of thisAct (not
being exempted from doing so) with which heisbound
to comply;

(d) failsto comply with acondition of the claim (not being
exempted from doing so);

(e) failsto comply with adirection lawfully given under this
Act or with acondition on which any exemption or
consentisgiven; or

(f failsto pay any amount payable under thisAct by him
within one month after the amount becomes payable,

the Inspector may, on that ground, by noticeinwriting served on the holder
of theclaim, cancel theclaim.
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(2) Thelnspector may, by noticeinwriting served onthe holder of a
claim, cance theclaim-

€)) if theholder (beinganindividual) is-
(@) adjudged bankrupt; or

(i) entersinto an agreement or scheme of
composition with hiscreditorsor takes
advantage of any law for the benefit of debtors;

(b) if, inthe case of aholder that isacompany or a
corporation, an order ismade or aresolution is passed
winding up the affairs of the company or corporation
unlessthewinding up isfor amalgamation or
reconstruction and the Inspector has been given notice
thereof.

(3) Onthecancellation of aclaim, therightsof theholder of theclaim
thereunder cease, but the cancellation does not affect any liability incurred
before the cancellation and any legal proceedingsthat might have been
commenced or continued against theformer holder of the claim may be
commenced or continued against him.

(4) Wherethelnspector has cancelled aclaim under subsections (1)
and (2), the person who wasthe holder of the claim may appeal against the
cancellationto the Minister whosedecision shall befind.

PART V
Mining of Construction Minerals

79.-(1) Construction mineralsmay only be mined under the authority of a Quarry permit.
quarry permit issued under thisPart, or under the authority of amining
licence.
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(2) Any personmay apply for thegrant of aquarry permit:

Provided that no permit shall berequiredinthefollowing cases-

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

acitizen of Belizetaking construction mineralsin
accordancewith established local customfor the
building of ahouse and appurtenancesthereto for
himself and hisfamily;

the owner or occupier of private land taking
construction mineralsfrom such land for the
construction of buildings, dams, roadsand similar
workson such land for hisown use or that of his
employees;

persons engaged in the construction of public roads or
other public works utilising the spoil from necessary
excavations or from borrowpits close to such road or
works;

the holder of an exclusive prospecting licenceor a
mining licencetaking construction mineralsin
accordance with the provisions of sections 33 and 42
of thisAct.

(3) Any disputeasto whether or not apersonisentitled to take
minerals pursuant to subsection (2) (a) shall be decided by the Minister,
whosedecisonshall befina.

Application, grant ~ 80.-(1) Applicationfor thegrant of aquarry permit shall bemadeinthe
and renewal of prescribed manner to the Inspector through the Lands Officer of thedistrict
quarry permit. inwhich the construction mineralsareto bemined.
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(2) Theapplicant shall show to the satisfaction of the Lands Officer, or
wherethereisno Lands Officer, to the satisfaction of the Inspector, that he
has sufficient capital and equipment for the scale of theintended operations,
and that heis competent to keep records of hissalesand can submit tothe
I nspector such returnsof histransactionsasthe Inspector may requirefrom
timetotime.

(3) A quarry permit shall expireannually onthe 31st day of December
but may berenewed if submitted to the Inspector during the month of
December together with the prescribed fee.

81.-(1) A City Council, Town Council, Lands Office or other autonomous Duration and
government agency may fromtimeto timedefineareaswithintheboundaries ~ renewal of
of their jurisdiction to betermed “Public Quarries’. Any personholdinga quarry permit.
quarry permit may remove construction mineralsfrom such Public Quarry on

payment of any feethat may beimposed by theadministering authority.

(2) Noticeof theestablishment of aPublic Quarry withadescriptionof  PublicQuarry.
itsboundaries shall be publishedinthe Gazette, and acopy of the notice
with aplan of theareashall be sent to the Inspector, who shall placetheplan
onrecord and allocate an official seria number to thequarry, notifying the
adminigtering authority.

(3) Theauthority establishing the Public Quarry may disestablishthe
quarry at any time, provided at least thirty days notice shall have been given
by the publication of anoticein the Gazette, and by posting an advance
copy of the notice on public display within the areaof theauthority’s
jurisdiction. Anadvance copy of such noticeshall besent alsotothe

| nspector.

(4) A Government department which wishesto establishaquarry site
for departmental use shall demarcate with suitable beaconsthedesired area
which may be of any sizeor shape, and shall send two copiesof plansthere-
of showing thedimensionsand location to the Inspector for recording asa
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Government quarry. The Inspector shall place oneplan on record and
notify the department of the serial number of the Government quarry.

82.-(1) Whenapersonwishesto mineconstruction mineralsfromasite
other than aPublic Quarry, not being asite provided for in paragraphs (a)
to (d) of subsection (2) of section 79, he shal, when applying for hisquarry
permit, also apply for therequired siteto berecorded asa*“ Registered
Quarry”, supplying plansfor theintended site and such other information as
may be prescribed.

(2) Applicationfor aRegistered Quarry shall also bemadeinthe
prescribed form to the Inspector through the Lands Officer of thedistrictin
whichthesiteislocated, and the Lands Officer shall submit hiscommentsto
thelnspector.

(3) Thelnspector may register the site by placing the plan on record
and alocating to thesiteaserial number, which shall benotifiedtothe
applicant. Thelnspector may refuse any application but shal givehis
reasonsfor suchrefusal.

(4) A Registered Quarry siteshall not exceed three hundred feet
sguare, and shall berectangular in shape. Except when materiasareto be
extracted from cliffsor from the seashore, al four cornersof thesiteshall
be marked in the manner prescribed.

(5) A Registered Permanent Quarry site shall not exceed three
hundred yards square, and shall berectangular in shape. Except when
materialsareto beextracted from cliffsor from the seashore, all four
cornersof thesteshall be marked inthe manner prescribed.

83.-(1) Theholder of aquarry permit shall havetheright of accessto any
Public Quarry andto hisRegistered Quarry site, and shall havetheright to
mine, sell and dispose of construction minerals mined therefrom subject to
the payment of any prescribed fees.
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(2) Theholder of aquarry permit shall havetheright to establish, within
the boundariesof hisRegistered Quarry site, machinery for excavating,
crushing, sizing and stacking the productsof hisquarry together with
buildingsof atemporary naturefor useasan office or stores, but not for
housi ng empl oyees other than awatchman.

(3) Thepermit holder shall conduct hisoperationsinamanner not likely
toimpedethe holdersof other quarry permitsworking inthevicinity, and
shall at al timesmaintain hisexcavationsin asafecondition soasnot to
causeinjury tolivestock or persons.

(4) Thepermit holder shall submit to the Inspector such returnsasmay
be prescribed, and such other information asthe Inspector may require
concerning histransactionsfromtimetotime.

(5) Thepermit holder may issue written authorisation to another person
to mine congtruction mineralswithin hisRegistered Quarry site, and such
person shall not requireaquarry permit, but the permit holder shall remain
respons blefor thedischarge of every obligation and respons bility imposed
by this Act and regul ations made thereunder in respect of such authorised
mining.

84.-(1) A quarry permit may berevoked by the Inspector ontheadviceof a  Revocation of
LandsOfficer- quarry permit.

€)) if it appearsthat the holder has not worked in his
Registered Quarry sitefor aperiod exceeding ninety
days,

(b)  for any seriousaccident to livestock or persons,

(© for conviction for any breach of the lawsgoverning the
employment of labour.
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(2) Therecording of aRegistered Quarry site may be cancelled by the
Inspector at the end of any calendar year if thesiteor landinitsvicinity is
required for apublic purpose or other devel opment, and further mining
would bedetrimenta to the devel opment of thelocdity. All miningtherein
shdll thereupon cease.

(3) Nocompensation shall be payabl eto the permit holder, nor shall
he be call ed upon to make good the ground within hisRegistered Quarry
site, but heshall have ninety daysinwhichto removehisstocksof minerd,
meachinery and other structures, after which time anything remaining onthe
siteshall bethe property of the Government.

PART VI
Financial
Royalty on 85.-(1) Subject tothisAct, theholder of amininglicenceshall,in
mineralsobtained  aocordancewiththis Act and hislicence, pay to the Government aroyalty in
l‘:zg?rcem'”'“g respect of mineralsobtained by himinthemining area.
(2) Royalty ispayable pursuant to subsection (1)-

(a) at theratefixed in, or computed in accordance with the
provisionsof, themining licence or agreement provided
forinsection9;

(b) if norateisso fixed or provision so madeinthelicence
concerned, at such rate not exceeding ten percent ad
valoremfor all industrial mineralsand at such rate not
exceeding fifteen percent ad valoremfor all other
mineralsas may be prescribed from timeto time.

(3) Provison may bemadeintheregulationsfor the payment of
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royalty in respect of mineralsobtained in areconnai ssanceareaor a
prospecting area.

86.-(1) SubjecttothisAct, theholder of aclaim shall, inaccordancewith Royalty on
thisAct, pay royalty to the Government in respect of mineralsobtained by minerals
himinthedlamarea, obtained under a
cam.
(2) Royalty ispayable pursuant to subsection (1) at therate prescribed
insubsection (2) (b) of section 85.

87. If theholder of amining licencefailsto pay any royaty payableby Prohibition on
him on or before the due date or any extension thereof allowed by the disposal of
Minister, theMinister may, by noticeto the holder of themining licence, minerals.
prohibit thedisposal of any mineral from themining areaconcerned, or from

any other mining areaheld by that holder, until al outstanding royalty has

been paid or until an arrangement acceptabl e to the Mini ster has been made

for the payment of theroyalty, and the holder shall comply withthe notice.

88.-(1) TheMinister may remit, inwholeor in part, any royaty payableon Remission of
any minerd, or onany mineral obtained from aparticular deposit for such royalty, etc.
period ashemay determine, if heconsidersit expedient intheinterestsof the

production of the mineral to do so.

(2) Thelnspector may exempt from liability with respect to royalty
samplesof mineralsacquired for the purpose of assay, anaysisor other
examination.

(3) TheMinister may, on application madeto him by the holder of a
mining licence or aclam, defer payment of any royalty duefrom the holder
for such period and subject to such conditionsashe may determine.

89.-(1) Thereshall bepaidtothe Government by the holder of any minera Annua charges

right anannual charge of such amount asmay be prescribed. in respect of
mineral rights.
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(2) Theannua charge payable pursuant to subsection (1) ispayable
onthegrant of aminera right and thereafter annualy onthe anniversary of
thegrant until thetermination of theminera right.

90.  TheMinister may, fromtimetotime, make such arrangementsas
appear appropriateto himto securethat the holder of amineral right
complieswiththisAct, and in particular may accept guarantees, whether
from shareholdersor otherwise, in respect of that compliance.

91.-(1) WheretheMinister hasreasonto believethat apersoniscapable
of giving information or producing or making avail able books or documents
relating to minera sobtained, or theval ue of mineralsobtained, hemay by
instrument inwriting served on that person, order that person-

(&  tofurnishtohiminwriting, withintheperiod andinthe
manner specified intheinstrument, any such
information;

(b)  toattend before him or aperson specifiedinthe
instrument, at such time and place asis so specified,
and produce books or documentsin his custody, power
or control relating to minerals obtained or the val ue of
mineralsobtained.

(2) A personisnot excused from furnishing information, answering a
question or producing or making available books or documents, when
required to do so under this section, onthe ground that theinformation so
furnished, theanswer to the question, or the production or making available
of any booksor documents might tend toincriminate him or makehimliable
to apendlty, but theinformation so furnished shall not beadmissiblein
evidenceagainst himin any proceedingsother than proceedingsfor an
offenceunder thissection.

(3) Wherebooksor documentsare made available pursuant to a
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requirement under subsection (1) (b), the person to whom the books or
documentsare made avail able may make copiesof, or take extractsfrom,
such booksor documents.

(4) A personshal not-

€)) refuse or fail to comply with arequirement under
subsection (1) to the extent to which heis capable of
complyingwithit;

(b) in purported compliance with such arequirement,
knowingly furnishinformation that isfalse or mideading
inamateria particular;

(© when attending beforethe Minister or any personin
pursuance of such arequirement, knowingly makea
statement or produce adocument whichis, or produce
bookswhich are, false or misleading in amaterial
particular; or

(d)  whenmaking available books or documentsin
pursuance of such arequirement, knowingly make
available bookswhich are, or adocument whichis, false
or misleadinginamaterial particular.

(5) Any personwho contravenes subsection (4) commitsan offence
andisliableon conviction to afine not exceeding two thousand five hundred
dollarsor to aterm of imprisonment not exceeding oneyear, or both such
fineand term of imprisonment.

92.-(1) Royalty payableunder section 85 or 86 and any annual charge Recovery of
payable under section 89 are debts due to the Government and may be royalty, etc.
recovered through acourt of competent jurisdiction.
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(2) Inproceedings pursuant to subsection (1), acertificate of the
Inspector certifying that aspecified amount of royaty, or anannual charge,
ispayableby anidentified person shall bereceived asevidence of that fact;
but without prejudiceto theright to adduce evidencein rebuttal.

(3) Wheretwo or more persons constitute the holder of amining
licence or aclaim when royalty becomes payabl e, those personsarejointly
and severdly liablefor the payment of royalty under section 85 or 86, or
any annual charge payable under section 89; but without prejudiceto any
right to contribution existing between them.

PART VII
Protection of the Environment

93.-(1) Indecidingwhether or not to grant amineral right, the Minister shall
takeinto account the need to conservethe natural and cultural resourcesin
or ontheland over which themineral right issought, or inor on any
neighbouringland.

(2) Indeciding whether or not to issue anon-exclusive prospecting
licence or to register aclaim, the Inspector shall takeinto account the need
to conservethe natural resourcesin or onland to be covered by thelicence
or over whichtheclamisto beregistered, or in or on neighbouring land.

(3) TheMinister may, pursuant to section 37 (4), require
environmental impact assessment studiesto be carried out.

94.-(1) Theremay beincludedinamineral right conditionswith respect to-
(a) the prevention, limitation or treatment of pollution;

(b) the minimisation of the effects of mining on adjoining or
neighbouring areasand their inhabitants.
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(2) Ontheregistration of aclaim, any condition of akind referredtoin
subsection (1) may beimposed asacondition onwhichtheclaimis

registered.

95.-(1) Theremay beincluded inaprospecting or mining licence such Rehabilitation of

conditionsrelating to- area damaged by
prospecting or
mining.

(&) thereinstatement, levelling, regrassing, reforesting and
contouring of any part of the prospecting or mining area
that may have been damaged by prospecting or mining
operations; and

(b)  thefillingin, sealing or fencing off, of excavations, shafts
and tunnels, asmay be prescribed, or asthe Minister
may, in any particular case, determine.

(2) Theremay beincluded asaconditiononwhichaclamisregistered
any condition, of akind referred to in subsection (1), whichmay be
prescribed for the purposes of that subsection.

(3) Whereany conditionisto beincluded inaprospecting or mining
licence pursuant to subsection (1), the Minister may requirethe applicant for
thelicenceto lodgewith the Inspector, within such timeasthe Minister may
require, security for the performance of the condition in such amount and
form asthe Minister deemsappropriate.

96.-(1) Whereaminera right over any landiswholly or partly determined Directionto

or cancelled, or expires, the Minister may, by notice served on the person comply with
whoisor wasthelast holder of the minera right, direct himtotake such and'gﬂoﬁ‘shct":(
steps, within such timeasmay bespecifiedinthenotice, to giveeffect, in minera ngntor

. .y ) ) ) protection of
relationtotheland whichisnolonger subject to themineral right, to any environment.

conditionsincluded inthe mineral right pursuant to sections 94 or 95.
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(2) Any persontowhom adirectionisgiven under subsection (1)
who, without reasonabl e excuse, fail sor neglectsto comply with the
direction commitsan offenceand isliableon conviction-

)] inthe case of anindividual, to afine not exceeding ten
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding threeyears, or to both such fine and term of
imprisonment;

(b) in the case of abody corporate, to afine not exceeding
twenty-five thousand dollars.

(3) If apersontowhom adirectionisgiven under subsection (1) does
not comply with thedirection, the Minister may causeto betaken any steps
specified inthenotice containing thedirection.

(4) Costsand expensesincurred pursuant to subsection (3) intaking
any stepsreferred to in that subsection are adebt dueto the Government
and arerecoverablethrough acourt of competent jurisdiction.

(5) Inany proceedingsinstituted for the recovery from apersonto
whom adirection wasgiven under subsection (1) of adebt due by that
person to the Government under subsection (4), acertificate of the
Inspector that aspecified amount istheamount of the debt due shall be
received asevidence of that fact; but without prejudiceto theright to
adduceevidenceinrebutta.

(6) A debt due by any person to the Government under subsection (4)
isrecoverable notwithstanding that that personisconvicted of an offence
under subsection (2).

(7) Wheretwo or more personsarejoint holdersof aminera right,
those personsarejointly and severaly liablefor the payment of any costs
and expenseswhich may berecovered under thissection from the person
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whoisor wasthelast holder of themineral right; but without prejudiceto any
right to contribution existing between them.

PART VIII

Reserved Minerals
97. InthisPart, unlessthe context otherwiserequires- Definitions.
“preciousmetas’ meansgold, silver, platinum and platinoid metas, inan
unmanufactured state, and includesall such dimes, concentrates, dags,
trailings, resduesand amalgamsasare va uablefor their content of the
aforementioned preciousmetals;
“preciousstones’ meansrough and uncut diamonds, emeralds, rubiesand
sapphires, not forming part of any tool or instrument or abrasive powder
usedinanindustrial process, andincludesany other ssoneswhich may be
prescribed;

“mineras’ meanspreciousmetas, precious stonesand any other minera
which may be prescribed;

“minerd deder’slicence’” meansalicenceissued under section 101.

98.-(1) Subject tothissection, no person- Possession, etc.,
of reserved
€)) shall possessany reserved minerals- minerals.

() unlessthey were obtained by him pursuant to the
exercise of rightsunder amineral right, anon-
exclusive prospecting licence, or aclaim of
which heisthe holder; or

(in) unlessheistheholder of amineral dealer’s
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licence authorising himto buy theminerals
concerned, or an employee of any such holder
duly authorised and acting as such; or

(b) shall in Belize, buy any reserved mineralsunlessheis
the holder of areserved mineralslicence authorising
him to buy theminerals.

(2) Nothinginsubsection (1) operatesto prevent abonafide
museum, educational or scientific establishment from possessing or
purchasing reasonable amounts of reserved minerasfor the purpose of
display, teaching or scientific studly.

(3) Thissectionissubject to such exceptionsasmay be prescribed.

Mineral dedler’'s  99.-(1) Subject to the regulations, the Inspector may, on the prescribed fee
licence. being paid, issueto any person amineral dealer’slicence.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), amineral dealer’slicence authorisesthe
holder to buy such reserved minerasasareidentified in thelicence.

(3) Theholder of aminera dealer’slicenceshall not buy any reserved
mineralsfromany person unlessthat personisentitled, under thisPart, to
possessthosereserved minerals.

(4) Theholder of amineral dealer’slicence shall keep such recordsin
such form containing such particularsasmay be prescribed, provided that
theholder of suchlicence-

(a) keepsaregister showing-

() all purchases and sales of minerals made;
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(i) the nature and weight of such minerals;
(i)  thedateof eachtransaction;

(iv)  thenameand address of the vendor, and histitle
to such minerds;

(V) the name of the purchaser or consigneeto whom
such mineralsare sold or consigned;

(b) causes every such transaction to be entered in the
register within twenty-four hours,

(© produces on demand such register to the Inspector or
any officer authorised by him for inspection;

(d) rendersto the Inspector such returns as he may require.

(5) Theregulationsmay providefor theterm, renewa and cancellation
of reserved mineraslicences.

100. Any personwho contravenes section 98 (1) or 99 (3) commitsan Offences.
offenceandisliableon conviction-

(@ inthe case of anindividual, to afine not exceeding two
thousand five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding one year, or to both such fine and
term of imprisonment; or

(b) in the case of abody corporate, to afine not exceeding
twenty thousand dollars.
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PART IX

Restrictions on Surface Rights

Definitions. 101. InthisPart, “authority” means-
(a) aminerd right,
(b) anon-exclusive prospecting licence;
(c) aclam; or
(d) aquarry permit.

Restrictions on 102.-(1) Theholder of anauthority shall not exerciseany of hisrightsunder
exerciseof rights  theauthority or under thisAct-

inrelationto
certain land.
€Y

(b)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

except with thewritten consent of the Minister in
respect of -

() any land set apart for any public purpose (other
thanmining);

(i) any land dedicated as aplace of burial or which
isaplaceof religioussignificance;

except with the written consent of the owner/lawful
occupier thereof:

Provided that where the consent of the owner/lawful
occupier iswithheld, if the Minister, on an application
by the holder of the authority made through the
Inspector, and after hearing both the parties, is satisfied
that such consent isbeing unreasonably withheld, he
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may, by Order, direct the owner/lawful occupier to allow
the holder of the authority to carry on such works on the
land on such terms and conditions and within such
period as may be specified in the Order;

(© in respect of any land reserved for the purposes of any
railway track, or which iswithin fifty metres (or such
greater distance as may be prescribed) of the
boundaries of any land so reserved, except with the
written consent of the railway administration;

(d) in respect of any land within, or withintwo hundred
metres (or such greater distance as may be prescribed)
of the boundaries of, any township, except with the
written consent of thelocal authority having control over
thetownship; or

(e in respect of any land comprising astreet, road reserve
asdefined in the Public Roads Act or aerodrome, CAP 232.
except with the written consent of the Minister or other
authority having control thereof;

(f) in respect of any ancient monument or antiquity as
defined in the Ancient Monumentsand Antiquities Act, CAP 330.
without the consent of the Minister or other authority
having control thereof.

(2) Any consent under subsection (1) (a), (c), (d) or (e) may begiven
unconditionally or subject to such conditionsasare specified intheinstrument
of consent.

(3) For thepurposesof subsection (1) (a), “public purpose’” meansa
purpose prescribed as such.
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103.-(1) Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisAct, where, inthe course of
reconnai ssance, prospecting or mining operations, therightsof the owner/
lawful occupier of any land aredisturbed or damageto any crops, trees,
buildings, stock or worksthereonis caused-

(@)  theholder of theauthority, by virtue of which the
operations are carried on; or

(b) if the operations are carried on by or on behalf of a
person who isnot the holder of an authority otherwise
than in accordance with an authority, every person by
or on whose behalf the operations are carried on,

isliableto pay the owner/lawful occupier fair and reasonable compensation
inrespect of the disturbance or damage according to the respectiverightsor
interestsof the owner/lawful occupier concerned.

(2) Theamount of compensation payablefor surfacerightsshall be-

(a) where the owner/lawful occupier isalso thelicenseeor
permit holder, fair and reasonable compensation less
one half per cent reduced royalty; and

(b) where the owner/lawful occupier isnot the licensee or
permit holder, fair and reasonable compensation shall
be charged in addition to ten per cent of the annual
acreagerental.

104.-(1) Subject to such exceptionsasmay be prescribed, the holder of a
reconnai ssance or an exclusive prospecting licence, before commencing
prospecting operationsin any privateland, shal giveto any owner/lawful
occupier of theland notice of hisintentionto commencethe operations, in
such manner and form asmay be prescribed.
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97

(2) Thereferenceinsubsection (1) to“ prospecting operations’ includes
areferenceto reconnai ssance operations, but only to the extent that the
reconnai ssance operationsinvolve surface or subsurface techniques.

PART X
Disputes

105. Thereshdl beconstituted aBoard for the purpose of determining all
complaints, clamsor disputesarising out of the provisonsof thisAct.

106.-(1) TheBoard shall consist of thefollowingfive persons-
(@) theRegistrar General or hisnomineg;
(b)  theChief Magistrate;
(© one person representing the mining industry;

(d) two persons approved by the House of Representatives
by resolution,

to be appointed by the Minister.

(2) TheMinister shall appoint one of the membersto bethe Chairman
of theBoard.

(3) Thelnspector shall function as Secretary to the Board.

(4) Atany meeting of the Board, three membersshall constitutethe
quorum.

(5) TheChairmanshall presideat al meetingsof the Board at which he
ispresent, and in hisabsence the members present and constituting aquorum

Establishment of
the Board.

Constitution and
duties of the
Board.
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shall elect oneof their membersto act as Chairman of the meeting.

(6) Thedecisionsof the Board shall beby amajority of the members
present at the meeting and voting.

(7) Thepracticeand procedure of the Board shall, asfar asmay be,
besimilar to the practice and procedure of asummary jurisdiction court as
CAP.94. specifiedinPart V of thelnferior CourtsAct.

(8) TheBoard shall, asfar aspracticable, completeitsinvestigation of
acomplaint, claim or dispute under section 105 within thirty daysand
communicateitsdecision to the partiesand to the Mini ster and the Minister
shall causeit to be published inthe Gazette.

(9) Any person aggrieved by thedecision of the Board may, within
twenty-one daysof the notification of the Board'sdecision, appeal tothe

CAP 9L Supreme Court, and the provisionsof Part X of the Supreme Court of
Sub. Leg. 1962, Judicature Act and Order LXXI11 of the Supreme Court Rulesshdll, sofar
Vol.1,p.271. asmay be, apply to such appeals.

(10) Any amount ordered by the Board by way of compensationor a
finemay be enforced inthe same manner asif theamount thereof werea
judgment debt or in such other manner asthelaw for thetimebeing alows.

PART XI
Miscellaneous
Scientific 107.-(1) Thelnspector may, by instrument inwriting, consent tothe
investigation. carrying on by any person of reconnai ssance or prospecting operationsin

the course of ascientificinvestigation with respect to the geology or minera
resourcesof Belize.

(2) Aninstrument of consent under thissection issubject to such
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conditions(if any) asare specified intheinstrument.

(3) Aninstrument of consent under this section authorisesthe personto
whomitisissued to carry on the reconnai ssance or prospecting operations
specified intheinstrument-

€)) inthearea; and

(b) subject to the conditions (if any), specified inthe
instrument,

inthecourseof thescientificinvestigation.

(4) Subject to subsections(5) and (6), any authorised officer, or any
person authorised in writing for the purpose of this section by the Inspector
for the purpose of collecting information on the geology and mineral
resources of Belize, may enter on any land and, for that purpose, carry on
any prescribed operations.

(5) Anauthorised officer or aperson authorised shall not, pursuant to
subsection (4), enter onany land or placereferred toin section 102 without
obtai ning the consent required under that sectioninrelationto theland or
place.

(6) Wherethedoing of any actisregulated or prohibited by awritten
law (other than thisAct) nothing inthis section shall be construed asauthoris-
ing the person specified in theinstrument to do the act-

€)] otherwise than in accordance with the written law; and

(b)  without first obtaining thelicence, permit, authority, or
other instrument, if and when required under the written
law, for the doing of the act.
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(7) Notwithstanding any provision of that writtenlaw, if theMinigter is
satisfied that any licence, authority, or other instrument required in pursuance
of subsection (6) (b) isbeing unreasonably withheld he may, in hisabsolute
discretion, direct theissuethereof.

Powers of 108.-(1) For the purposesof thisAct, thelnspector or an authorised
Inspector and officer, at all reasonabletimes-
authorised
officers. . .
@ may enter any area, structure, vehicle, vessel, aircraft

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

or building that, in hisopinion, hasbeen, isbeing or is
to be used in connection with reconnai ssance,
prospecting or mining operations;

may inspect and test any machinery or equipment that,
in hisopinion, hasbeen, isbeingoristobeusedin
connection with any of the operationsreferredtoin
paragraph (a);

may take or removefor the purpose of analysisor
testing, or, for usein evidencein connection with an
offence against this Act, samplesof mineralsor other
substancesfrom amine or any areawhere any of the
operationsreferred to in paragraph (a) are being
carried on;

may inspect, take extractsfrom, and make copies of,
any document relating to any of the operationsreferred

toin paragraph (a);

may, with respect to the health and safety of persons
employed by aholder of amineral right or aclaimin or
in connection with any of the operationsreferredtoin
paragraph (a), issue directionsto and impose
restrictions on the holder or any persons so employed,
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by instrument inwriting;
(f) may order, by instrument inwriting-

() the cessation of operationson or in, and the
withdrawal of all personsfrom, any structure or
building that isbeing used in connection with any
of the operationsreferred to in paragraph (a); or

(in) the discontinuance of the use of any machinery or
equipment, which he considers unsafe, unless
and until such action asisnecessary for safety
and specified in theinstrument istaken and
completed; or

(9 may make such examination and inquiriesasare
necessary to ensurethat the provisions of thisAct and
any directionsissued, conditionsimposed or orders
made under this Act are being complied with.

(2) Beforeexercisingany of the powersunder subsection (1), if thereis
any personwhoisor appearsto bein charge of thearea, structure, vehicle,
vessd, aircraft, building, machinery, equipment or matter or thing in respect of
which the power isabout to be exercised, the Inspector or an authorised
officer shal identify himself to that person and to any persontowhom heis
about to give an order or adirection.

(3) Any personwhoisaggrieved by adecision, direction or order may
prefer an appeal -

() to the Inspector where such decision, direction
or order ismade by an officer authorised by the
Inspector; and
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(i) to the Minister where such decision, direction
or order is made by the Inspector.

(4) Onan appea under subsection (3), the Inspector or the Minister,
asthe casemay be, may rescind or affirm the decision, direction or order
appeal ed against or may makeanew decision, direction or order in
substitution therefor, and that decision, direction or order shal befinal.

(5) Inexercising hispowersunder subsection (1), the Inspector or an
authorised officer may be accompanied by any person who the Inspector or
the authorised officer, asthe case may be, believeshas special or expert
knowledge of any matter being inspected, tested or examined.

(6) A personwhoisanoccupier or the personin charge of any
building, structure or place, or the personin charge of any vehicle, vessd,
arcraft, machinery or equipment referred toin subsection (1), shall provide
theInspector or an authorised officer al reasonablefacilitiesand assistance
(including the provision of necessary meansof trangport) for the effective
exercise of the powersunder this section by the Inspector or an authorised
person.

(7) Any personwho-

(&)  without reasonable excuse, obstructs, molestsor
hindersthe Inspector or an authorised officer inthe
exercise of hispowersunder this section; or

(b) knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or produces
adocument that isfalse or misleading in amaterial
particular to the Inspector or an authorised officer
engaged in carrying out hisdutiesand functionsunder
thissection,

commitsan offenceand isliableon convictionto afinenot exceeding two
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thousand five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding
oneyear, or to both such fine and term of imprisonment.

109.-(1) Minerasshal not beremoved fromany land fromwhichthey have ~ Removal of
been obtained, nor disposed of , in any manner, except- minerals.
€)) subject to subsection (2), by the holder of amineral
right, anon-exclusive prospecting licence or aclaimfor
the purpose of sampling or analysis;
(b) by such aholder in accordance with the terms of the
mineral right, non-exclusive prospecting licenceor claim
concerned; or
(© as otherwise permitted by thisAct.
(2) Theholder of aminera right, anon-exclusive prospecting licenceor
aclamshall not, pursuant to subsection (1) (a), takeor send out of any land
samples of mineralswithout thewritten consent of the Inspector.
(3) Any personwho contravenes subsection (1) or (2) commitsan
offenceandisliableon conviction-
€)) inthe case of anindividual, to afine not exceeding one
thousand dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding oneyear, or to both such fine and term of
imprisonment; or
(b) in the case of abody corporate, to afine not exceeding
fivethousand dollars.
110.-(1) TheMinister may grant to any person apermit to export minerals Permit to export
from Belize on conditions determined by the Minister and specifiedinthe minerals.
permit; but the grant of such apermit doesnot exempt the person concerned
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Acquisition of
land.

CAP. 184.

Production of
books, etc.

Identity of persons

from complying with the requirementsof any other law relating to the export
of minerds.

(2) Any personwho exportsany minera from Belize otherwisethan
under and in accordance with apermit granted under subsection (1)
commitsan offenceandisliableon conviction-

)] inthe case of anindividual, to afine not exceeding one
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding oneyear, or to both such fine and term of
imprisonment; or

(b) in the case of abody corporate, to afine not exceeding
fivethousand dollars.

(3) Thissection shall not apply with respect to such mineralsas
may be prescribed.

111.  WheretheMinister considersthat any land isrequired to securethe
devel opment or utilisation of the minera resourcesof Belize, hemay direct
that theland be compul sorily acquired under the Land Acquisition (Public
Purposes) Act.

112. TheMinister may direct theholder of amineral right or aclaim, ata
reasonabletimeand place specified inthedirection, to makeavailableto, or
to producefor inspection by, the Inspector or an authorised officer, any
books, accounts, vouchers, documentsor recordsof any kind, concerning
theminera right or claim, andif the holder failsor neglectsto do so, he
commitsan offenceand isliableon convictionto afinenot exceeding one
thousand dollars.

113. A personexercising any right under areconnaissancelicence, a

?X?:fifngce”a‘i N prospecting licence or anon-exclusive prospecting licence on any land shall,

I S 10 be . . . .

esgt ablished if requiredto do so by any lawful occupier of theland, produce evidence
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that heisthe holder, or an agent or employee of the holder, of suchalicence,
andif hefailsto do so hemay betreated asatrespasser.

114.-(1) Subject toany relevant agreement of akindreferredtoinsection9,  Removal of
whereaminera right hasbeenwhally or partly determined or cancelled, or property by
has expired, the Minister may, by notice served onthepersonwhoisorwas ~ holder of mineral
the holder of themineral right, direct that person to removeor causeto be right

removed from therelinquished areaconcerned all property brought into that

areaby any person engaged or concerned in the operations authorised by the

minera right, or to make arrangementsthat are satisfactory tothe Minister

with respect to that property.

(2) A persontowhom adirection under subsection (1) isgivenand
whorefusesor failsto comply with thedirection withinthe period specifiedin
the notice by which thedirection was given commitsan offenceandisliable
on conviction to afine not exceeding onethousand dollars.

115.-(1) Whereadirection under section 114 has not been complied with, Removal and
theMinister- sale of property.

€)) may do or causeto be doneall or any of thethings
required by the direction to be done;

(b) may remove or cause to be removed, in such manner as
hethinksfit, all or any of the property from the
relinquished areaconcerned;

(© may dispose of, in such manner as hethinksfit, all or
any of the property referred to in paragraph (b); and

(d) may, if he has served a copy of the notice by which the
direction was given on aperson whom he believed to be
an owner of thewhole or part of the property, sell or
causeto be sold by public auction, or otherwise ashe
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thinksfit, all or any of the property referredtoin
paragraph (b) that belongs, or that he believesto
belong, to that person.

(2) TheMinister may deduct from the proceeds of sale of property
under subsection (1) that belongs, or that hebelievesto belongtoa
particular person-

)] all or any part of any costs and expensesincurred by
him under that subsectionin relation to that property;

(b) all or any part of any costs and expensesincurred by
himinrelation to the doing of anything required by a
direction under section 114 to be done by the person;
and

(©) all or any part of any fees or amounts due and payable
under this Act by the person.

(3) Thecostsand expensesincurred by the Minister under subsection
(D-

)] if incurred in relation to the removal, disposal or sale of
property, are adebt due by the owner of the property
to the Government; or

(b) if incurred in relation to the doing of any thing required
by adirection under section 114 to be done by a per-
sonwho isor wasthe holder of amineral right, area
debt due by that person to the Government, and to the
extent to which they are not recovered under sub-
section (2), arerecoverablein acourt of competent
jurisdiction, asadebt due to the Government.
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(4) Subject to subsection (3), no action liesin respect of theremoval,
disposal or sale of property under this section.

116.  Any personwho, without reasonable excuse, obstructs, molests, Obstruction of
hindersor preventsthe holder of amineral right, anon-exclusiveprospecting  holder of mineral
licence, or aclaim, in or from the doing of any act whichthat holder is right, etc.

authorised to do by thisAct, commitsan offenceand isliableon conviction
to afine not exceeding onethousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm
not exceeding oneyear, or to both such fineand term of imprisonment.

117. When an offence which has been committed by abody corporateis Offence
proved to have been committed with the consent or connivanceof, or to be committed by
attributableto any neglect on the part of , adirector, manager, secretary or body corporate.
other similar officer of thebody corporate or any person who was purporting

to act inany such capacity, he, aswell asthe body corporate, isguilty of that

offence and liableto be proceeded against and punished accordingly.

118.  Any personwho- Miscellaneous
offences.

€)) in, or in connection with, any application under thisAct
or inresponseto any invitation or requirement of the
Minister or of the Inspector under this Act (otherwise
than under section 108), knowingly or recklessly gives
informationwhichisfalseor mideading inamaterial
particular;

(b) inany report, return or affidavit submitted in pursuance
of any provision of thisAct, knowingly or recklessly
includes or permitsto beincluded any information which
isfalseor mideadinginamaterial particular;

(© places or deposits, or isaccessory to the placing or
depositing of, any material or substancein any place
with theintention of misleading any other person asto
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themineral possibilitiesof that place;

(d) minglesor causesto be mingled with any sample of ore
any substance which will enhancethevaueor inany
way changethe nature of the orewith theintentionto
cheat, deceive or defraud,

commitsan offenceandisliableon conviction-

(i) inthe case of any individual, to imprisonment
for aterm not exceeding two yearsor afine not
exceeding fivethousand dollars, or to both such
fineand term of imprisonment;

(i) in the case of abody corporate, to afine not
exceeding thirty thousand dollars.

PART XII
Regulations

Regulations. 119.-(1) TheMinister may makeregulationsprescribing all mattersthat by
thisAct arerequired or permitted to be prescribed or are necessary or
convenient to be prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to the
provisionsof thisAct.

(2) Inparticular, but without limiting thegenerality of subsection (1),
theregulationsmay include provisionfor or with respect to-

@ reconnai ssance operations, prospecting for minerals
and the carrying on of related operations, and for those
purposes the execution of works, the methodswhich
may or may not be used and the duties of specified
personsin relation to reconnaissance or prospecting
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operations;

(b) mining for mineralsand the carrying on of related
operations, and for those purposes the execution of
works, the methods which may or may not be used and
the duties of specified personsinrelationto mining
operations;

(© thefunctionsof officersacting inthe administration of
thisAct;

(d)  theregulation of mattersrelating to sanitation and health;

(e the reporting of cases of accident or death occurringin
the course of reconnaissance, prospecting or mining
operations, or in any related operations, and the holding
of inquiriesinto accidents;

(f) the demarcation of reconnaissance, prospecting or
mining aress,

(g  thedetermination and amount of royalty payable, and
the manner of the payment and collection of royalty;

(h)  thecircumstancesinwhich feesor rents may be charged
and the amount thereof;

(i) the making of searchesin connection with claimsor
mineral rights, or interests created therein, the granting of
certificatesin connection therewith, and the effect of any
such certificate;

() theissue and conditions of anon-exclusive prospecting
licence and the exercise of rightsthereunder;
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(k)

()

(m)

(n)

(0)

First Schedule.

First Schedule. (9)

the manner of pegging of claims (including the number
and class of claimswhich may be pegged), and the
registration of claims,

the exercise of rights and the dutiesto be performed
(including work obligations);

thetransfer and the creation of sharesinaclaim, and
the respectiverights of thetransferor and the
transferee;

the amal gamation, surrender or cancellation of claims,
whether in respect of thewhole or part only of theland
inclaimsaress,

submission of records and reports as specified inthe
First Schedule by the holders of reconnai ssance
licences, exclusive prospecting licencesand mining
licences,

amending the First Scheduleto thisAct.

(3) Regulations made pursuant to subsection (2) (g)-

(@)

(b)

(©)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

may prohibit the export of any mineral unlessor until
royalty payablethereon has been paid or secured;

may specify the person or persons by whom royalty
shall be paid, and may specify whether two or more
personsarejointly and severally liableto pay the

royalty;

may providefor the examination of mineral consign-
ments and the issue of export permitsin respect
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thereof; and

(d) may providefor the performance by personsidentified
intheregulations of the functionswith respect to royalty
anditscollection.

(4) Thepower under thissection to makeregulationsmay be
exercised-

(@ either inrelation to all casesto which the power
extends, or inrelation to all of those cases subject to
specified exceptions, or in relation to any specified
cases or class of cases; and

(b) so asto make, as respectsthe casesin relation to which
itisexercised-

() the same provision for al those cases, adifferent
provision for different cases or classes of cases,
or different provisions asrespects the same case
or classof casefor different purposes of this
Act;

(i1 any such provision either unconditionally or
subject to any specified condition.

PART XIII

Transitional Provisions, Savingsand Repeals

120. Thetransitiona provisionsand savingsshal besuchasarespecified  Transitiona
inthe Second Schedule. provisions and
savings.
Second
Schedule.
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Repeals. 121. TheMineradsActishereby repealed and any subsidiary legidation
(Rfft 1129%8 made under the A ct so repeal ed is hereby revoked:

Provided that notwithstanding such repeal and revocation any such
subsidiary legidation may be continued to such extent asmay be prescribed.

FIRST SCHEDULE
[Sections64 (1), 119(2) (0) and (p)]
Recordsand Reports

Duties of holder 1.-(1) Subject to subparagraph (4), the holder of areconnaissancelicence-
of reconnaissance

licence. (@)  shall furnish suchinformationin connection with the

programme of reconnai ssance operations asthe
Minister may, fromtimetotime, require; and

(b) shall, at half-yearly intervalscommencing six months
after the grant of thelicence, submit to the Minister
reports on the progress of the programme of
reconnai ssance operations.

(2) Whereareconnaissancelicenceisdetermined or cancelled or
expires, the person who wasthe holder of thelicenceimmediately before
thedetermination, cancellation or expiration shal, not later thanthree
monthsthereafter, submit to the Minister areport setting forth hiseva uation
of themineral prospectsof theformer reconnaissancearea.
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(3) A report submitted pursuant to subparagraph (2) shall beaccom-
panied by the negativesof al aerial photographstaken in the course of
carrying onthe programme of reconnai ssance operations, together with-

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

all geological, geochemical and geophysical maps,
profiles, tapes, diagrams and charts made;

copiesof all testsand analysis made by or for that
holder;

copiesof all reportsmade by or for that holder,
including interpretations concerning the mineral
prospectsin the reconnaissance area; and

astatement of the costsincurred by that holder inthe
performance of the programme of reconnaissance
operations.

2.-(1) Subject to subparagraph (2), the holder of an exclusive prospecting

licence-

(@)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE [

shall keep, at the addressreferred to in section 64 (2)
(a), full and accurate records of his prospecting
operationswhich shall show-

() boreholesdrilled;
(i1 strata penetrated, with detailed logs of the strata;
@)  mineralsdiscovered;

(iv)  theresultsof any seismic survey or geochemical
or geophysical anaysis,
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(V) theresults of any analysisor identification of
mineralsremoved under section 109;

(vi)  thegeological interpretation of therecords
maintained under subparagraph (i) to (v)
inclusve;

(vi)  duplicatesof all samples;
(viii)  thenumber of personsemployed;

(ixX)  other work donein connection with the
exclusive prospecting licence;

(X) costsincurred; and
(xi)  such other mattersas may be prescribed; and

(b) shall submit, at |east oncein every three months of the
term of thelicence, copies of thoserecordsto the
Minister, together with any reports prepared asaresult
of those records.

(2) TheMinister may, on application madeto him by the holder of
an exclusive prospecting licence, dispense with or modify all or any of
the requirements of subparagraph (1).

Duties of holder 3.-(1) Subject to subparagraph (2), the holder of amining licence shall-
of mining licence.

@ keep, at the addressreferred to in section 64 (2) (a),
full and accurate technical records of hismining
operationsinthe mining area, in such form asthe
Minister may approve;
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(b)

(©)

(d)

()

keep at that address copies of all maps, geological
reports, including interpretations, mineral analyses, aeria
photographs, corelogs, analyses and tests, and all other
data, obtained and compiled by the holder in respect of
themining areg;

keep at that address accurate and systematic financial
records of hisoperationsinthemining areaand such
other books of accounts and financial records asthe
Minister may require; andif the holder isengaged in any
other activity not connected with hismining operations
he shall maintain separate books of account in respect of
hismining operations;

submit to the Minister such reports, records and other
information asthe Minister may, fromtimetotime,
reguire concerning the conduct of operationsin the
mining area; and

furnish the Minister with acopy of every annual financial
report within three months of the end of each financial
year showing the profit or lossfor theyear and the state
of financial affairsof the holder at the end of each
financial year.

(2) TheMinister may, on application madeto him by the holder of a
mining licence, dispensewith or modify al or any of the requirementsof

subparagraph (1).
4. Where-
(a)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

amineral right terminates pursuant to section 54 (1) (b)
or 55; or
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(b)  theterm of an exclusive prospecting licence or mining
licenceexpires,

the person who wasthe holder of theminera rightimmediately beforethe
termination or expiration shall deliver tothe Minister-

(i) all recordswhich theformer holder maintained
pursuant to this Act with respect to the mineral
right;

(i) all plansor maps of the area of land that was
subject to the mineral right and which were
prepared by or on theinstructions of theformer
holder;

(i) such other documents asthe Minister may, by
notice given to theformer holder, requirehimto
so deliver; and

(iv) all samplesderived fromthearea.
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SECOND SCHEDULE
[Section 120]
Transitional Provisions and Savings
1. InthisSchedule-
“the commencement” meansthedate on whichthis Act comesinto operation;
“therepealed Act” meansthe Minerals Act repealed by section 121.
2. Except insofar asthe context or subject matter otherwiseindicatesor
requires, nothing in this Schedule affects-

€)) anything duly done or commenced to be done under the
repealed Act;

(b) any liability incurred under therepealed Act;

(© any penalty, forfeiture or punishment incurred in respect
of any offence committed against any provision of the
repealed Act; or

(d) any investigation, inquiry, legal proceedingsor remedy in
respect of any such liability, penalty, forfeiture or
punishment, and any such investigation may be continued
or enforced, and any such penalty, forfeiture or
punishment may beimposed and enforced, asif thisAct

Definitions.

Ch.125,
RL.1958.

General savings.

had not been enacted.
3. A prospecting right issued under section 9 of therepealed Actthatis  Prospecting
inforceimmediately beforethe commencement isdeemed to beanon- rights.
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Exclusve

prospecting
licence.
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exclusive prospecting licenceissued on the same conditionsunder thisAct
on thecommencement-

(@)

(b)

for the unexpired term (as at the commencement) of the
prospecting right issued under section 9 of the repeal ed
Act; and

authorising the holder of the right so issued to prospect
inall areas covered by theright for any mineral for
which heisauthorised by virtue of theright so issuedto
prospect, and the provisions of this Act apply
accordingly.

4.-(1) Anexclusive prospecting licencegranted under section 11 of the
repealed Act that isin forceimmediately beforethe commencement is
deemed to be an exclusive prospecting licence granted on the same
conditionsunder thisAct onthecommencement-

(@)

(b)

for the unexpired term (as at the commencement) of the
licence granted under section 11 of therepealed Act;
and

authorising the holder of thelicence so granted to
prospect intheareaof land identified in thelicencefor
any minera identified in thelicence, and the provisions
of thisAct apply accordingly.

(2) Thelnspector shall causethe name of the personwho, immediately
before the commencement, wasthe holder of an exclusive prospecting
licence granted under section 11 of therepealed Act to berecorded
pursuant to section 56 of thisAct astheregistered holder of theexclusive

prospecting licence.
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5.-(1) A miningleasegranted under section 26 of therepealed Actthatisin =~ Mining leases.
forceimmediately before the commencement isdeemed to beamining
licence granted on the same conditionsunder this Act on the commencement-

(@)  for theunexpired term (as at the commencement) of the
lease granted under section 26 of the repealed Act; and

(b) over the area of land subject to thelease so granted in
respect of the mineralsto which that |easerelates, and
the provisionsof thisAct apply accordingly.

(2) Thelnspector shall causethe name of the person, who, immediately
before the commencement, wasthe holder of amining lease granted under
section 26 of therepealed Act, to be recorded pursuant to section 56 of this
Act astheregistered holder of themining licence.

6. For theavoidance of doubt, it ishereby declared that any pros- General provision.
pecting right, exclusive prospecting licence, mining lease or permit towhich

this Schedul e appliesissubject to the provisionsof thisAct which apply to

the corresponding instrument under thisActincluding, in particular, the

provisonsof thisAct relating to cancellation.

7. TheMinister may, by rulesunder this paragraph, makewhatever Rules.
provisions seemto him to be necessary or desirablefor asmooth transition

from arrangementsunder therepealed Act to the arrangementsunder this

Act.
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