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STATUTORY INSTRUMENT

No. 113011995

REGULATIONY made by the Attorney General in exercise
of the powers conferred upon him by section 24 of the
Registration of Merchant Ships Act, Chapter 196C of
the Laws of Bolize, Revisod Edition, 1980 - 1990, and all
other powers thereunto him enabling,

(Gazetted 4th November, 19935,)

WHEREAS, a growing number of fishing vessels are being
registered with the [nternanonal Merchant Marine Kegistry
of Belize which are not subject to any specific safety
regulations and inspections, and it is therefore necessary to
gnsure that fishing vessels of Belize of 24 meters in longth and
aboveare so constructed, equipped, operated and inspected as
to attain the highest level of safety of life and property at sea;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY PROVIDED AS
FOLLOWS:-

1. These Regulations may be cited.as the

REGISTRATION OF MERCHANT SHIPS (FISHING
VESSELS OF 24 METERS IN LENGTH AND
ABOVE) SAFETY REGULATIONS, 1995.

Z. In these Reguladons, unless the context otherwise
requires,

"Administration” means the International Merchant Marine

Regstry of Belize;
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"approved” means approved by the Administration;

“classed vessel" means a vessel fullyclassed byaclassification
society authorized by the Administration;

"coastwise service” means navigations not €xceeding twenty
nautical miles from the nearest land;

"existing vessel”" means a vessel which is not a new vessel;

"fishing vessel” means a vessel used for catching fish or other
living creatures of the sea;

“length” of a vessel shall be taken as ninety-six per cent of the
total length of a waterline at eighty five percent of the least
depth measured from the keel Jine to the top of the working
deck beam at the side, or ag the length from the foreside of the
stem to the axis of the rudder stock ifthat be greater. In vessels
designed with rake ofkeel, the waterling on which the length
is measured shall be parallel to the designed waterling,

"Master” means the Master of a vessel;

"new vessel” means a vessel the keel of whichis laid or which
is at a similar stage of construction on or after the entry into
force of these Regulations;

"recognized organizadon™ means an organization officially
authorized by the Admimistration for performing on its behalf
the surveys mentioned in these Regulations;

"SOLAS" means the International Convention for the Safety
of Life at Sea, 1974 and the Protocol of 1978 related thereto
and may incinde, at the discretion of the Administration and
for the application of these Regulations, any amendments to
the above or any new convention replacing the above that
may subsequently come into force;



"vessel™ means a fishing vessel subject to these Regulations.

3. Subject to regulation 4, these Regulations shall apply
to all Belizean flag vessels of twenty-four meters m length
and above,

4. (1) These Regulations shall not apply to:

(@) vessels engaged exclusively in sport or plea-
sure activities;

(h) vesselsengagedexclusively in processing fish
yI any other living resources of the sca,

{c) vessels engaged exclusively in rescarch or
training; and

(d) vessels engaged exclusively in fish trangpor-
tation.

(2) The Administration may, on such conditions as it
thinks fit, exempt any existing vessels from any of the
requirements of these Regulations if it is satisfied that such
requirements are ¢ither impracticable or unteasonable in the
case of that vessel,

(3} The Administration may require special norms fov
the application of these Regulations to vessels subject thereto
that operate exclusively within the jurisdictional waters of
Belize.

5. Where these Regulations require that a particular
material, appliance or apparatus, or type thereof, shall be
fitted or carried, or g particnlar provision is to he made on a
vessel, then other appliance or apparatus may be carried or
other provisions may be made in the vessel if the Admimistra-
tion is satisfied that the alternative is as effective as required
under these Regulations.

6. All vessels shall be required to have the following
documents on board:
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(2) a Belizean tonnage certificate issued by the
Administration or a reccognized organization
stating up-to-date values of gross and net
registered tonnages computed according to
accepted rules for admeasurement presently
in foree in Belize,

(b) a valid patent {provisional or fuli term) regis-
tration;

fc) current receipts for Belizean anpual and in-
spection taxes,

(d) a valid radio permit or licence for all vessels
fitted with a radio station;

fe) a valid Fishing Vessel Safety Certificate is-
sued by the Admimstration or a recogmzed
vrganization the validity of which shall not
gxceed five years, subject to an annual survey
scheduled between three months before or

three months after the anniversary date of the
survey forthe issuance of the certificate; (This

is a combined certificate which covers items
of safety construction, equipment and radio);

() when applicable, a valid International Oil
Pollution Prevention Certificate; and

{g) whenapplicable, a valid Certificate of Inspec-
tion of Crew Accommodation.

7. The issuance and endorsement of the Fishing Vessel
Safety Certificate shall be subject to the saccessful comple-
tion of a survey carried out by a recognized organization and
covering all the provisions of these Regulations,

8. (1) On the initial survey, a maximum permissible
operating draught shall be approved by the recognized orga-



nization and marked on both sides of the vessel, such that, in
the associated operating conditions, the freoboard and stabil-
ity of the vessel are adequate for the intended service,

(2) A complete report shall be prepared describing all
openings in the hull that may lead to downflooding, with their
means of c¢losing, and the position of openings and their
means of closing shall conform to the requirements of the
Administration.

(3) Every new vessel shall be subject to a stability test
upon its complction of construstion, and the elements of its
stability shall be determined to the satisfaction of the Admin-
{stration,

{4) The Master of a vessel shall be supplied with such
reliable Information as is necessary to enable him by rapid
and simple processes to obtain accurate guidance as to the
stabiltty of shipg under varying conditions of service.

(5) The Administration may require additional stabil-
ity information where any alterations are made to a vessel.

(6) The trimn and stability data shall include atleast the
following conditions:

(a) departure to fishing area with provisions, ice,
fuel, fishing equipment and other essential
items,

(6) departure from fishing area with a full cateh,

(c) arrival in port with full catch and ten per cent
of pravisions, fuel and other essential items,

() arrival in port with twenty per cent of catch
and ten per cent of provisions, fuel and other
essential items,
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to the satisfaction of the Administration and such measures
shall comply, as far as possible, with the recommendations of
the International Maritime Organization.

(11) Bvery existing vessel shall have its stability
elermnents determnad to the satisfaction of the Administra-
tion.

{12) In certain (netances the Administration may
require that a vessel undergo a stability test to confinm the
elements of its stability,

(13) Such stability tests shail be performed before the
second annual susvey, but other means of determming the
imual stabidity of the vessel, sach as the roling period tests
combined with data from similar vessels, way be acceplable,

(14) The Master shall be supplied with such retiable
information as i nessesaty o enable him, by rapid and sompla
processes, to obtain accurate guidance as to the stability of the
ship under varyig conditions of service,

(15) Information to be submitted to the Mastermay be
in the form of a "stability lener” which gives specific direc-
tions on the 1oad carrying ability of the vessel and the format
of this letter shall be approved by the Adwinistration.

{16) Stability letters issued by any previvus flag
administration and pre-existing stability informuation may be
accepted by the Administration at its discretion, as evidence
of compliance with the requirements of these Regulations.

9. (1) Everyvessel shall have suthicient structoral strength
as to be able to withstand any foreseeable service condition,

3} Yeesels oilt and maintained in oonfarmity with
the requirements of a classification seciety recognized by the
Administration shall he regarded as beng {incomphiance with
these requirements,
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(3) All remaining vessels shall adhere to the require-
mants of thee Administration.

0. (1] At least every two and a haif years vessels shall be
put in drydock or on a slipway and undergo a thorough
examination of ail underwater and overside parts,

(2) The deydocking may take place separately from
the survey fur issuing the Fishing Vesse! Safery Ceruficate,
and shall be subject to verification by the recognized organi-
zation carrying out the survey, and a detailed report of the
drydocking <hall be attached to the next periadic mrvey
repart.

11.(1) Main and auxiliary machinety, steering gear,
boilets, fuel ol systems, air compressors and air bottles
piping and pumping arrangements and refrigeration systems
shall be designed, constructed and nstalled in accordancs
WITh OO0 IHa1ITE praciioes,

(2} Such mechamisms shall also be so protected and
maintained g0 ng not to constingte 3 danger W persons,

(3} Classed vessels shall be regarded as meeting these
requirements and for all other ships the standards shail
conform to the requirements of the Administration.

}2. The following minimum requirements shall apply to
all vessels, whether olassed or ot

{a} vessels shall have sufficient power for going
astern 1o secure control of the vessel o all
normal circumstances;,

fb) thera shall be indicators fitted in the wheel-
houae for propeller speed and direction in the
case of fixed propellers, and for propeller
speed and pitch pasition in the case of conteal
fable pitch propeliers;



()

(d)

{e)

17

(&

(h)

(v

engine tachometers shall be considered equiv-
alent to propeller speed indicatars for vessels

under forty-five meters in length,

there shall be means of communication pro-
vided between the navigation bridge and the
ENZING TOONY,

remote control ot the propulsion machinery
shall be regacded as eguivalent to the above,
and on vessels of forty-five meters in length
and above two such means are to be provided,
ane of which shall be an engine room tele-
graph giving visual indication of the orders
and responses poth in the engine room and on
the navigation bridge;

vessels shall have amain steering gear capable
ol guiding the vessel atmaximum speed alicad
and the main steering gear and rudder shall
also be capable of operation without damage
at maxiuy speed astern;

single screw vessels of forty-five meters in
length and above, unless fitted with a come
plete dual steering system, shal’ be provided
with an auxiliary steering arrangerment ¢apa-
ble of stegring the vessel at navigable speed
and of heing brought speedily into action in an
emergency, Clear mstructions shall be pasted
in a conspicuous place to indicate how the
system 1g hronght into effect;

an indicator shall be provided on the bridge to
show the exact position of the rudder,

vessels shall have an efficient bilge pumping
plart, capable of draining any warertight com-



0

partment which is neither a permanentoil tank
tor a water tank. Where the Administration 1s
satisfied that the safety of the vessel is not
impaired, the bilge pumping arrangements
may be dispensed within particular compart-
Ients;

classed vessels shall be regarded as meeting
all the above requirements ang for all other

ships, the following shall apply:

() twoindependently driven power operated
bilge pumps shall be provided, capable of
giving a speed of not less than 2 m/s
through the bilge main whose internal
diwneter shall be nou less than 3 o, A
ballast or general service pump may be
accepted as bilge pump provided it is
fitted with the neceswary connections to
the bilge pumping system,

{it) onvesselsunder forty-five metersinlength,
a portable digsel driven purmnp with flexi-
ble suction line capable of reaching the
bottom of every compartment shall be
acceplable as une of the bilge pumps,

(iif) suctions, non-return valves, distribution
hinxes and enntral spindles, including ac-
cessibility and passage through bulkheads,
shall follow standard marine practice to
the satisfaction of the recognized organi-
zation,

(iv) there shall be means for sounding every
vornpar et which is served by the bilge
pumping system and which is not readily
accessible at all times during a voyage,



fr} an automatic remote bilge alarm shall be
fitted in any unatiended propulsion ma~
chinery space.

13, (1) Eleceeical systems shall be so designed, installed,
protected and maintained so as not ta constitute a danger to
persons and for these purposes, classed vessels shall be
regarded as meeting these requirements,

{23 For all other ships, theve shall be suitable precau-
tions against shock adopted by grounding electrical ma-
chines, equipmaent and metal sheaths of cables; by providing
protection against short eircuits; by preveuting temperaturs
rises in light fittings, cables and motors and in general by
following accepted marine prachice,

(3] The following minimum requirements apply to a})
vessels, whether classed or not:

(@) vessels shall have a main source of electrical
power, g distribution switchboard and a sys-
tern of elestrical wiring suitably protecied to
provide power ta machinery, heating, light-
ing, ventilation, alarm and other circuits ve-
quired on board,

{by on vessels of forty-five meters in length and
above there shall be at least two independent
generators capable each of supplying the es-
sential propulsion and navigation consumers,

fo} vessels shall have an emergency source of
glectrical power situated above the uppermast
contingous deck and outside the machinery
casings in addition to the main source of
electrical power. This emergency source of
electrical power may be a self-contained, oil-
powered generator of an accumulator battery

Electeical
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and it shall pe provided with an emergency
switchboard installed as near o the emergency
generator as possible or, in the case of the
accurmlator battery, ina differentnearby space;

fu) emergency power shall be provided for at
[zastthree hours simultaneously to the follow-
ng:

(i) emergency lighting inunderdeck fish pro-
cessing areas, alleyways, stair-ways and
exits; survival eraft stowage, launchings
and embarkation stations and oversides,

(i) the general alarm,

(7 not-under-command navigation [ights,
uniess they are autonomous (batteries or
ont}, ang

(iv) the radio station, unless fitted with a
separate set of batteries;

{¢) where hull retun is used, special precautions
shall betaken tothe satisfaction of the Admin-
istration,

¢ hull return shal] not be acceptable on new
vessels,

14. (1) Every vessel shall be provided with anchor equip-
ment designed for quick and safe operation, which shall
consist of anchors, anchor chains or wire ropes, stoppers and
windlass or other arrangements for dropping and haisting the
artchor and for holding the vessel at anchor in al} foreseeable
service conditions.



{23 Bach vessel shall also be provided with adequate
mooting in all operating conditiong,

{3) Anchor and mooring equipment shal! conform to
the requirements of the Administration or those of a ¢classifi-
cation society recognized by the Administration.

15. (1) Two widely seporated means of escape shall be
provided ateach level of the accumumodation and {n spaces i
~hich the crew is normally employed, other thao the machin-
ety spaces, and at least one shall be through a door, stairway
ot ladder.

{2} Escapes shall be so arranged ag 1o provide quick
exit to the open deck and thence to the survival eraft.

(3) Two means of escape shall be provided from
- apulsion machinery <paces, which shall be as separated as
possible.

{4) In vessels under forty-five metersin length, where
the size of the machinery spaces makes 1t impracticable, one
of these means of escape may be omitted and in such cases
special consideration shall be given to the remaining exit.

{5) At least one of the escapes from every “pacebetow
the waterline shall be by means of a stairway or ladder and in
the machirery spaces such escapes sha'' be made of steel.

(6) Escape rontes shall be kept free of obstructions at
all times.

16.(1) All fire-fighting appliances shall be of an ap-
proved type.

{2} Appliances approved by the government of a
traditional maritime country subscribing to SOLAS may be
accepted by the Administration.
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Flire pumps.

(3) Every vessel under forty-five meters in length
shall have at lzast one main fire purnp while larger vessels
shall bave at least two main fire pumps.

(4) In addition to (3) above, every vessel shall be

provided with

an emergency fire pump.

(5} Fire pumps shall comply with the following

requirements:
(aj
th)

fc)

()

(e}

o

main fire pumps shall be power-driven,

ot vessels under forty-five meters in length,
fire pumps may be driven by the propulsion
machinery, provided that the propeller shaft-
ing can be readily disconnected or a controf-
lable pitch propeller may be fitted to that
shaft;

when connected to a fire hose fitted with 12
mm or larger nozzle, amain fire putmp shall be
capabla of producing a jet of water having a
throw of not less than 12 meters or it shall
maintain a pressure of 0.25 newton/mm? at
any hydrang;

emeryency fire pumps shall be locared outside
the spaces containing the main {ire pumpsand
thelr prirms movers;

such fire pumps shall be powered indepen-
dently from the propulsion machinery and the
main source of electrical power and portable
engine-driven pumps shall be acceptable for
this purpose,

when connected to a fire hose fiited with a 12
rom or larger nozzle, anemergency fire pump



shall be capable of producing a jet of water
having a throw of not lege than 6 meters;

(g) sanitary, bilge or general service purmnps may
be nsed as fire pusnps, provided that they are
not used for pumping oil;

h) every centrifugal pump which ig connected to
the [ire mua shall be fiued with a nonsreturn
valve,

{3 redief valves shall he provided in conjunction
with all fire pumps so placed and adjusted as
to prevent excessive pressure in any partof the
fire main,

(6) All vessels shall be provided with a fire main and
hydrants and hoses as follows:

{a) the fice main shall have no connection other
than those necessary for fire-fighting and
waching dawn;

(h) materials readily rendered ineffective by heat
shall not be used for fire mains;

fe) where the fire main is not self-dratning, suit-
able draincocks shall be fitted;

fd) where the emergency fire pump discharge 15
connected to the fire main, an tsolating valve
shall be fitted to the main at oc adjacent to the
exit of the main from the machinery space;

fe) in cvery vessel of forty-five meters in length
and above, the number and position of the
hydeants shall be such that at least two jets of
water not ernanating from the same hydrant,
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()

one of which shall be from a single lenygth of
hoae, may teach any part of the vessel normally
accessible to the crew whilethe vesselis being
navigated; byt in smaller vessels one jet of
water from a single length of hose will suffice:

in addition 1o the above, all ships shall have a
hydrant located near the entrance to the ma-
chinery spaces, but such hydrant shall be
putside the spaces.

hydrants shalt have aminimum dismeter of 37

mm {1 2 n.) and each hydrant shall have a
shutoff valve;

(h} for every hydrant required there shall be on

(0

/0

(k)

()

fire hose and at least one spare fire hose shall
be provided in addition 1o this requirement;
but vessels shall have at least three five hoses,

fire hoses shall be kept in a conspicuous
position near the hydranta to which they be-
long and the respective couplings are to be
fully compatible and each hydrant shall have
a fire hose permanently attached unless cou-
plings are of quick connection type;

fire hoses shall be made of closely-woven flax
canvas or other suitable material and they
shall have a minimum diameter of 37mm (1%
in.) and each length shall be no more than 20
meters long,

gach fire hose shall be attached to a nozzle of
at least 12 mm in diameter;

the fire hose located by the bhydrant at the
entrance to the machinery spaces shall be



fitted with a dual-purpose jet/spray nozzle
while the vthet fire hoscs may have regular jot

nozzles,

{m) hydrants and hose-stowage boxes shall be
suitably Jabelled and painted red.

(7) One fixed fire fighting installation systern shall be
provided in spaces with oil-fired boilers or fuel-oil units and
in unattended spaces containing internal-combustion propul-
sion machinery with more than 750 kw installed power.

(8) Vessels certified for coastwise service may be
exempted from the above requirement by the Administration.

(9) Due regard shall be taken of a vessel's size when
fitted, in assessing the detatled requirements for the above
system which may be based on either:

fa) pressure water-spraying; or
() afirc-smothering or fire sxtinguishing gas;, or
{c) fogh-expansion foam.

(10) Vessels shall be provided with a sufficient num-
ber of approved fire extinguishers, as follows:

(a) in accommiodation and service spaces there
shall be at least one portable fire extinguisher
at each deck level, with a minimum of three
units on vessels under forty.tive meterg n
length and five units on larger vessels;

(6) in spaces containing oil-fired boilers of fuel
Oil units there shall beat least two portable fire
extinguishers and also areceptacle containing
at least 0.15¢? of sand and a scoop;
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fc}

(d)

(e

7

fz)

{h)

(&)

in spaces containing internal-combustian
machinery there shall be one portable fire
extinguisher for each 750 kw ofengire-power
output or part thereof the total number of
portabie fire sxtinguishers 50 supplied in pro-
pulsion machinery spaces being not less than
two,

vessels having internal combustion propel-
ling machinery spaces nat protected by a fixed
fire-extingnishing system shall be provided
with at leasta 45-liter foam extnguisher orits
sauivalent anitable for fighting oil fires, but
where the size of the machinery space makes
this provision mmpracticable, four additional
portable fire extinguishers shall be carried;

partable foam fire extinguishers shall have 4
capacity of between 9 and 14 liters ol liguid.
For other types of 1Tre extingurshars, the fire-
fighting power and portability shall be equiv-
alent to the above, 1o the satistaction of the
Admunistration;

in machinery spaces, portable fire extinguish-
ers shall be of foam type or an ecuivalent
suitable for of] fires;

a spare charge shall be provided for each
portable fire extinguisher capable of being
rapidly recharged and spare uaits shall be
provided for at least one half of the portable
fire extinguishers required by these Regula-
tions that are not readily recharged;

extinguishers specifically intended for use in
a particular space shall be stowed near the
acoasses to the spage,

all extinguishers shall be recharged or ser-
viced every two years and pressure-tested



when the strength of the containers fails, but
at least every five years.

(11) Every vessel of 45 meters in length and above,
shall be provided with at lcast one coraplete fireman's outfit
complying with the technical requirements of SOLAS.

(12) The above requirement shall not be applicable to
vessels certified for coastwise service.

(13) All fire-fighting equipment shall be clearly

lahalled for ite ¢pecific porpose either in the predominant
language of the crew and in English or by means of self-
explanatory diagrams.

(14) Fire control plans shall be permanently exhibited
on every vessel of forty-five meters in length and above, for
the guidance of the crew,

(15) Such plans shall consist of general arrangement
plans showing clearly for each deck the control stations, the
varioug fire sectiong enclosed hy steel divisions, together
with particulars of the fire alarms, detecting system, fire-
extinguishing appliances, means of access to difterent com-
partments and decks, and the ventilation system,

(16) Alternatively, at the discretion of the Adminis-

tration, the aforementioned details may be set out in a
bookler, a copy of which shall at all times be available on
board in an accessible position,

(17) Plang and honklete chall he kept up to date and
any alterations being recorded thereon ag soon as practicable.

(18) Descriptions in such plans and booklets shall be
in the national language of the crew and if the language is not
English, a translation into English shall be included.
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(19) Instructions concerning the maintenance and
nperation of all the equipment and inatallations on hoard for
the fighting and containment of fire, shall bekept under cover
and be readily available in an accessible position.

{20) The following minimum fire protection require-
ments shall be applicable:

fu) means shaff be provided {(Or closing doul-
ways, ventilators and other openings to ma-
chinery and cargo spaces and {aor stopping the
ventilating fan< serving these spaces, which
shall be operable from outside such spaces;

(b} means shallbe provided for stopping foreed or
induced draft fans, o1l transfer pumps, oil fuel
units, punfiers and other oil handling equip-
ment, which shall be operable from outside
the spaces wheie they ars located,

f¢) flammable or other dangerous gases shall be
stowed on the open deck and be properly
secured and protected from the elements;

{d) gas piping shall be of copper or steel and
special care shall be taken to avoid the danger
of fire or explosion;

(ej purtable gasoling eogines, paint, and giher
flammable or dangerous liquids shall be stowed
iy well ventilated rooms separated from other
aceommadation and service spaces by gas.
light bulkheads and having access only from
the open deck, and electric equipment in-
stalled in these rooms shall be appropriate for
use in a flammable atmasphere;



(H any electric heaters fitted in the accommoaodi-
tion shall be of a fixed type and Jocated away
from readily 1gnitable material;

fz) open flame heaters shadl not be permitted in
the accommadation, and gasorkerosenestoves
and water heaters, i €itted, shall beinstalled in
well ventilated rooms with low level air ex-
hausts o the open aly,

(h) an automatic remote fire alarm shall be fitted
in any unattended propulsion machinery space

V7. (1) Al life-saving appliances shall be of an approved
type.

{2y Appliances approved by the government of a
traditional roaritime country subscribing to SOLAS shall be
acceprable w the Administration.

(3) Each vessel shall have at least two survival craft,
which can be either lifehoars, lferafts or a comhination
thereof.

(4) Vessels shall have survival craft of aggregate
capacity to accommodate at least two hundred per cent of the
total number of parsons on board.

(3) Survival ¢raft accommodaring at least the wtat
number of persons on board shall be capable of being
taunched from either side of the vessel.

(6) On vessels over forty-five meters in length, the
survival craft shall include floas free Hferafts of aggrepate
capacity 1o accommodate at least fifty per cent of the total
number of persons on board.

Life-saving
appiiances.



Surviyal crall
speakflantions,

Survival crafl
exitigoneat.

Survived craft
winintepamae,

Avalabiliy of
Blobrantt and
Werafts.

(7) On vessels of fory-five meters in fength and
above, arescue boat shall be roguired in addition to the above,

unless the vessel is provided with a motor lifeboat.

() Vessels carrving more than one hundred persons
on board shall have ar Jeast one motor life-boat on ¢ach side.

(9) Lifeboat, lifecafts, rescue boats and launching
gear shall be an approved design and coastruction according
to the techmical requirements of SOLAS and lifeboats shall
have a mirumum length of 4.9 meters (16 feat).

(10} Survival craft equipment shall comply with the
applicable SOLAS requirements, expest that life-boats of
vessels cerufied for coastwise service may be exempted by
the Administration from some of these requirements.

{11) Equipment and provisions in Jifebpats and non-
inflated Jiferafts shall be nspected every twehve months and
renewed 55 required,

{12) Inflatable liferafts, their equipment and provi
sions, shall be serviced at regular intgrvals not exceeding
twelve months at an approved service station, and, in cases
where it appears proper and reasonable, the Administration
may extend this period to seventeenth months.

(13) All jtems of hife-saving egquipment shall be
readily available for use in an smergency.

(14} Attboatsand cafis shall be stowed so that they can
be put in the water quickly and safely oven if the vessel @6
istad 15° enther way with a 107 {rim and they should be
stowed clear of the vessel's propeller where practicable.

(15) All liferafts shall be stowed in float-free posi-
tions and where they are secured w prevent movement in
inclernent weather, their latches shall be fitted with a bydro-



static release to allow the rafts to rige ta the surface 1f cartied
down by a sinking ship.

(16) Detailed instructions for operation of and survival
in [iferafts shall be conspicuously displayed in the crew accom-
madation area and on the brdga.

{17 Lifeboats and non-inflatable liferafts shall be of
a highty wsible cotor preferably orange, and have the name
of the parent ship, port of registry, principal ditnensions and
carrying capacity clearly marked,

(18) Containers tor inflatable iferafts shall be marked
with the name of the manufactarer, serial nurmber and rmax-
ium capacity.,

{19} Bach lifehoat shall be anached 1o a set of davits
of an approved type. Dawvits shall also be provided for non-
inflatable Iferatts and rescue boats that cannot be readily
launched and recovered without mechanical assistance,

(20) Gravity davits shall be so designed that there is
a positive turning-out moment during the whole of the davit
teavel frova the nbaaed stamed positian ta the utbassd
position under the conditions of Yist and trim specified above
and for this purpose the turning-out joad of the boat shall be
taken as the weight of the boat with the addition of the
equpment but excluding the launching crew,

(21) Where tuffing-type davits are installed, the op-
erating gear shall be such as to enable the [ifeboats to be
wned out guickly awd n full control wnder the above
specified conditions of list and wim, fully equipped and
manned by the launching crew only, from the inboatd tw the
authoard position.

(22) Mechanically-controlled single arm davits shall
be acceptable for rescue boats and bierafts only, and the
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turning~ouwt gear shall enable the craft to be turned gut quickly
and under tall control from inboard 1o outhoard position
under the above specified conditions of list and wim.

{23) In addition W the gbove, there shall be means 1o
hold the arm at the inboard and outboard position,

(24) Davits, falls, blocks ansd associated lowering
irear stall be ol sufficiem strength so that a buat with its fult
equipment and manned by a launching crew of not less than
two persons or liferaft with its full equipment and comple-
ment can ke turied aut and then safely lnwered to the water
from the embarkation deck when the ship has the conditions
of list and trim as specified above.

(23) Winches shall have at lest an efficient hand-gear
for the recovery of the {ifeboats or rescue boats and where
davits are recovered by power, an automatic stop shall be
instatted o order 1o prevendthe gear being aversaessed when
the davits meet the stops.

(763 Roar falls shadl have a pronfload of 7.5 times the
working toad on the drum and falls shall be reversed every
thirty months agd replaced every five years,

(27) Provision shall be made for acceptabie means of
refeasing the lifebaats, rescue boats or biferafrs from the falls,

(28) Suitable urrangements shall be made for ambark.
ing mto the survival eraft which shall include:

(o) at least one ladder an each side of the vessel,
unless the distance framthe paint of embarka-
tion to the watetborne survival craft 18 so
stnalf thar the ladder (s unpecessary:

() oeans of flluminating the stowage positions
af the survival eraft and iheirlaunching apphi-



ances during preparation for launching, and
also for illominating the water inta which the

survival craft are launched until the process of
launching is complete, the power for which is
to be supplied from the emergency source,

(¢} arcangements for warning all persons on board
that the vessel 15 about to be abandoned,

(29) All vessels shall carry life-jackets of anapproved
type for all personnel on board and life-jackets shall be so
placed as to he peadily accessibla and their pasition shall he
clearly indicated,

(30) On vessels notengaged in coastwise service and
when operating outside tropical waters, an immersion suite of
an appropriate size, complying with the SOLAS require-
ments, shall be provided forevery person assigned to crew the
reseue beat,

(31) The minizmutn lifebuoy requirsments shall be:

(a) cight lifebuoys in vessels of seventy-five
meters in length and above;

(b) six lifebuoys in vessels of forty-five meters in
length and above but less than seventy-five
meters; and

(c) four life-bunys in vessels of less than forty-
five meters in length.

{32} At least half of the number of lifebuoys required
above shall have self-igniting lghts, which shall be stowed
near the lifebuoys 1o which they belong, with the necessary
means of attachment.
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(33) In vessels of forty-five meters in length and
above, at least twa of the lifebuoys provided with self.
igniting lights shall also be provided with an efficient self-
activating smmoke signal and shall, where practicable be
capable of quick release from the wheglhouse,

(34) At least one lifebuoy on each side of the vesssl
shall be fitted with a buoyant line of at Jeast 27.5 meters in
lenygth, and such litebuoy shall not have seli-igniting lights.

(35) All lifebuoys shall be so placed as to be readily
accescdbletotheparaong onboard and shall always be capable
of being rapidly cast loose and shall not be permanently
secured in any way,

(36) Every vessel shall be provided with approved
means of making effective distress signals by day and might,
including at least twelve parachute signals capable of giving
abrightied light ata high aldwde and they shall be so placed
as to be readily accessible and their position shall be clearly
indicated.

(371 All pyrotechnic distress signals shall be replaced
within the period required by the manufacturer,

(38) All ships shall have an approved fine-throwing
appliance with two lines and two projectiles capable of
throwing a line over a minimum distance of 230 meters (250
vards) and the rogkers and carwridges shall be replaced as
required by the manufactucer.

(39) A portable radio apparatus or an emergency
position indicating radio beacon (EPIRB), each of an ap-
proved type and according to the technical requirements of
SOLASK, shall be carried and be located s0 as to be readily
accessible and its position shall be clearly indicated.



{(40) All life-saving equipment shall be clearly la-
belled s required for its specific purpose either in the
predominantlanguage of the crew and in English or by means
of self-explanatory diagrams.

(41) All life-jackets and lifebuoys shall be fitted with
retro-reflective tapes.

18. (1) On vessels of forty-five meters in length and
above, there shall be permanently posted a muster list con-

taining instructions on the duties assigned to members of the
orew in the event of an emetgency and the signals for
summoning the crew to their survival craft and fire actions.
The signal shall be a succession of seven or more short blows
followed by one long blow of the whistle or siren,

(2) Amuster ofthe crew for abandon ship drill and five
drill shall take place at intervals not exceeding one month,
provided that these musters shall take place within 24 hours
of leaving port whenever 25 per cent of the crew has been
replaced since the last muster.

(3) When holding musters, the life-saving fire-fight-
ing and other safety equipment shall be examined 1o ensure
that they are complete and in satisfactory working order.

(4) The dates on which musters are held shall be
recorded in the deck log book and if no muster is held within
the prescribed mterval or a partial muster only 1s held, an
entry shall be made stating the circumstances and extent of
the muster held.

(5} A report of the examination of the life-saving
equipment shall be entered irf the log book, together with a
record of hoats used.

(6) In ships fitted with Hifeboats, different boats shall
be swung out at successive drills and the lifeboats and rescue
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boats shall, where practicable, be lowered into the water at
least ance every four maonths at which time checks shall he
carried out for the reliability of all apparatus and systems and
the watertight integrity of the boat, as well as the operation of
the releasing devices,

{7} The muster shall be 30 arranged as to ensure that
the erew thoroughly understand and ave drilled in the duties
they have w petfonn including instructions in the handling
and operation of liferafts where these are carried.

19 (1) Hvary ship chall be provided with @uatahla first.aid
gquipment, taking into account the length and intended
service of the ship.

{2) For vessels forty-five meters in length and above,
a stretcher shall be included in the equipment capable of
enfolding the patient and being transferred from interior
spaces accessibile to the vrew o the vpen deck o lTom the ship
to the shore or a boat.

(3) Instructions in the formof a medical guide shall be
available on board.

20.(1) Al vessels of seventy-five meters in length and
above shall be fitted with a Radiotelegraph Station according
to SOLAS.

(2) An INMARSAT Station combined with a Radio-
telephone Station shall be considered equivalent tothe Radio-
telegraph Station.

(3) All vessels less than seventy-five meters in length
not fitted with a Radiotelegraph Station, shall have a Radio-
telephone Station according to SOLAS.



(4) Notwithstanding the above provisions, vessels of
any size certified for coastwise service which remain, while
at sea, within Very High Frequency (VHF) coverage of coast
stations, may be authorized by the Administration to have
only a VHF Radiotelephone Station,

(5) Any shipboard Radiotelegraph or Radiotelephone
Station, whether fitted on compulsory oron a voluntary basis,
shall comply with the technical requirements of SOLAS.

(6) INMARSAT Stations and other long-distance
sommunications aquipment shall comply with approved
International Maritime Organization guidelines as well as
with the regulations of the International Telecommurica-
tions Union.

{7y Al vessels, except those fitted only with a VHF
Radiotelephone, shall carry on board, the Manual for Use by
the Maritime Mobile and Maritime Sartellite Services of the
International Telecommunications Union,

21.(1) Vessels having a Radintelagraph Station shall
carry at least one licensed radio officer,

(2) While at sea, the radio officer shall maintain a
continuous listening watch on the radioteiegraph distress
frequency by means of headphones, or a loudspeaker, or with
a radiotelegraph auto alarm and, on those vessels having a
Radiotelephone Station, while at sea, the requirement of
paragraph (3) of this regulation shali apply.

(3} Vessels having a Radiotelephone Station shall
have at least one crew member with a Restricted Kadiotele-
phone Operator Licence or Permit. While at sen, a continuous
listening watch on the radiotelephone distress frequency shall
ha maintained in the place fram which the vessel {s usually
navigated, by means of a radiotelephone distress frequency
watch receiver using a loudspeaker, a filtered loudspeaker or

a radiotelephone auto alarm,
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(4) Vessels having only a VHF Radiotelephone Sta-
tion shall maintain a continuous histening watch on channel
16 or the alternative distress and emergency call channel in
the area of operation.

(5) Every vessel shall keep a radio log-book.

22. (1) All vessels shall carry a pilotladder which shall be
elficient fur the purpose ol enabling pilots to ewbatk and
disembark safely,

{2) The ladder shall ke kept elean and in good order
and may be used by officials and other persons while a ship
i arriving at or leaving a port.

23, (1) Every vessel shall be provided with an approved
standard magnetic compass outside the bridge with means for
taking bearings or azimuths over an are of the horizon ot 360°
or as near to that as possible, Unless a reflected or projected
image of this compass is visible from the steeting position, a
second approved magnetic compass shall be provided within
the wheelhouse for steering purpaoses.

(2) A gyro-compass shall be fitted on vessels of
seventy-five meters in length and above and also on vessels
operating at latitudes where the magnetic compasses become
unstable.

(3} Every vessel shall be provided with a hand-lead
properly marked and graduated up to a forty-five meters (25
fathoms). Vessels of forty-five meters in length and above
shall alsa he provided with an approved echa-sounding
device,

(4) Vessels of forty-five meters in length and above
shall be fitted with approved radat equipment,



(3) Every vessel shall be provided with nautical
instruments, cliarts and navigational publications suitable for
the voyage 1t is to undertake and the Administration shatl
decide 1n cases of doubt what additional publications and
ingtruments shall be provided on board.

(6) All vessels shall carry on board a copy of the
International code of Signals in force,

(7) Vessels of forty-five meters in length and above
shall also carry an efficient daylight signalling lamp which
shall not be solcly dependent upon the ship's main source of
electrical power,

{B) Vessels of forty-five meters in length and above
shall carry a full complerent of flags and pennants to enable
communications to be sent using the Intemational code of
Signals.

(9) Every vessel shall carry a bridge log-book for
entering the daily routine of navigation and ship's operation.
Vesscls with propulsion machinery of more than 750 kw of
installed power shall also carry an engine room log-book for
entering the daily routine of engine and auxiliary machinery
operation.

24. The navigation lights and shapes and also the means

for making acoustic signals of every vessel shall comply with
the requirements of the International Regulations for Pre-

venting Collisions at Sea, 1972 and all vessels shall carry a
copy of the regulations on board.

25. Every vessel shall comply with the applicable require-
ments of the International Convention for the Prevention of
Pollution from Ships, 1973 and the Protocol of 1978 relating
thereto (MARFPOL 73/78), All vessels over 400 gross register
tons shall have an International Oil Pollution Prevention
Certificate.

Publicatlon

aad
ipstruments,

Signalling
Equlpownt,

Hecord booky,

Collision
regulations,

Prevention of
Pollution
Regulatiows,



Compliance
upan

co mmence e nt
of Regulatlons,

CHlenee s
penalty.

26. Upon the commencement of these regulations,

{a) vessels already registered in Belize shall have
a grace period of six months to obtain the
Fishing Vessel Safety Certificate upder regu-
lation 6;

{h) vesselsshall comply with all safety equipment
and Radie items within gix monthg frotm the

entry into force of these Regulations;

{¢) the remaining requirements, including safety
construction, shall be complied with at the
second annual survey but no later than thirty
months from the entry into force of these
regulations and the Fishing Vessel Safary
Certificate shall reflect the status of such
requirements,

27, (1) Where the owner or Master of any vessgl contra-
venes any of the provisions of these Regulations, he shall be
guiity of an offence and shall be liable on summary convic-
tton 1o a fine not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars for
every such offence or imprisonment for a term not exceeding
six months, or to both such fine and imprisonment; and in
addition, where an offence has been committed on three or
more subscquent ovcasions, the vessel In guestion may be

liable to deregistration from IMMARBE,

() In Yieu of progeeding criminally as provided in
subsection (1} above, the Administration may, if it finnds that
the provisions of these Regulations have been violated,
punish the offending vessel with a fine not exceeding cen
thousand dollars,

MADE by the Attorney General this 10th day of August,
1993.

(DEAN O. BARROW)
Attorney General



