No. 54] Belize Agricultural Health Authori'ty

BELIZE:
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT

No. 54 of 2004

REGULATIONS made by the Minister responsible for
Agriculture, in exercise of the powers conferred upon
him by sections 61 and 86 of the Belize Agricultural
Health Authority Act, Chapter 211 of the Substantive
Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, and all other
powers thereunto him enabling.

(Gazetted 6th March, 2004.)

I. These Regulations maybe cited as the

BELIZE AGRICULTURALHEALTHAUTHORITY
(INSPECTIONIN AFOREIGN COUNTRY)
REGULATIONS, 2004.

2.Ttisherebydeclared that the importation of agricultural
commodities into Belize from countries specified in the First
Scheduleshall be subject to an evaluation for compliance in the
exporting country in accordance with Regulation 3 to ensure
conformity with Belize’s sanitary and phytosanitary measures
made pursuant to the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures
(SPS) Agreement, an agreement of the World Trade Organi-
zation(WTQO).

3. Inspection forthe evaluation of compliance ina foreign
country will bein accordance with Procedure No. FT/N1/08/
03 ofthe Belize Agricultural Health Authority contained in the
Second Schedule.
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Commencement. 4. These Regulations shall come into force onthe 4th day
of March, 2004.

MADE bythe Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries this
4th day of March, 2004.
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FIRST SCHEDULE
[Regulation 2]

All member states of the World Trade Organization,
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SECOND SCHEDULE
[Regulation 3]

Procedurs No, FT/N1/08/03

Associated With Inspection Conducted by the Belize Agricultural

1.0

20

3.0

4.0

Health Authority (BAHA) officials in a foreign country for the
purpase of evaluating the degree of conformity with Belize's
Sanitary And Phytosanitary Measures

Deafinition of terme:

2 Importing country: the trade pariner courtry that will be recaiving the commuodities
originating or proceeding from another country.

b. Exporling country: the frade partner country that desiras t¢ move commodities
originating or procgeding from is territory to another country

¢. Compstent Authority: the bedy or unit legally recognized gs such In the cauntry of
origin und accapted by the Importing country.

These procedures will only apply after a rick analysis determines that frade in
agriculiural commedities from the exporting country to the importing country is
possible,

The Competent Authority in the country of origin will notify the Belize Agricultural
Heatth Autharity on the Companies, Processing Plants, Fields, Farms and any other
site that may need to be inspected and approved for the purpose of establishing trede
in a particular egricultural commeodity. The resull of such an inspestion will determine
whather & comeodity may ba imported Into Belize and if 60 tha conditions that would
nead to ba met for to the Importation to be authorized.

The Belize Agricuttural Health Authority will respend to the request for inspection and
approval by the competent authorty of the importing country within 11 calendar days
after recelpt of tha request. The competent authority of the exporting country, where
nacessary, will be immediately advised of any edditional information required. The
official respange will have the following information:

41 Measures to evaluate: controls on the systems of inspection in the
establishments for slaughter, processing, fransformation and packaging of tha
commodilies; bio-security systems; survelllance systems and systems of
inspection, approval and certification,

42 Documents: The Belize Agrecultural Health Authorly will indicate the
documents, regulations and laws that it may require to review prior to
conduciing the site viait.

4.3 Tentative dates for conduding tha Inspaction and the number of days it will
requira; The [nspaction date will be set for a period not greater than 60
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6.0

70

8.0

calendar days from the response date. Whers the request is for inspection and
approval of varieus establishments, the Belize Agricuttural Health Authority wilf
provids irformation on the pregramming of the visits.

4.4 Number and names of the official inspectors. Thara will routinaly be two
Inspectors and, on occaslon, thres, when justifiebls, for establishments sharing
similar produciion characleristics.

4.5 Protocol and format of the inspection will be aftached to the responsa. The
facilities, squipmant and documants that will bs required for inspection during
the visit will slso be indicated,

The Belize Agriculiursel Health Authority will iseus a report on the visit to the compstant
authority of the axporting couniry within 15 working days after the visit is completed. If
during the site vislt, any information requested Is not submitted, then the exporting
courtry is responsible for the deley In the reporting procedurss.

In nstances wherm the Compstant Authority of the exporting country did not initiate the
request for the site visit, BAMA officials will, as a matter of courtasy or profocol, liaise
with the relevant regulatory authority In {hat country, respansible for that commaodity.

The Competent Authority of the exporting country is:

71 to facilitate the visit of the inspectors. It should provide: transportation within
the country; fuliiliment of the visit schedule according to the programme;
services such as fax, telephone, photocopiar and computer for official use
during the visft.

7.2 {0 guarantes the provision of &bt information required and unrestricted access
to the establishments to be vislted.

7.3  toaccompany the Inspectors on their visits. The accompaniment by personnel
of the establishment Inspacied Is at the discretion of the officers conducting tha
inapaction,

AL the end of the Inspection of an establishment, the inspectors will meet with the
competent authority of the exporting country and a reprasentative of the establishmert
inspacted. During this reunion, the inspectors will make general comments on the
more relevant aspacts of the Inspaction; where there Is g critical observation then &
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8.0

10.0

11.0

should bs stated at this reunion, clearly Indicating the consequences and effecis, Any
report made at this revnion is not to be considered as an official report by the Belize
Agricuttural Healih Authority.

At the end of the inapastion in the exporting country, the inspactors will mest with the
competent authority of the exporting country. During this reunlon, the inspectors will
report on genarel aspects of the visit and will indicate any crilical cbservalions and the
conaequences thase may have on the final report. Any report made at this reunion is
not to be considered &e an official report of the Belize Agricuiiural Health Authority,

Whera tha report on the visit is favourable and approval for importation is granted, the
importing country is to nolify the exporting country within 16 calendar days the
measuras the commodities nesd to fulfill for thelr imporiation,

The veport on the vieit will contain:
11.4 an evalustion of the ralevant leglslation in the exporling country;

11.2 an analysis of the sanitary or phytosanitary situation. Risks due to pests and/
or diseasas wil be dotailed whare they exist and where they prehibit the trade
in specific commoditses. if thena are no risks asesciated with the impontation,
thiz is to ba clearly stated.

11.3 an evaluation of the plant proleclion or velerinary services and their
taborataries, specifying whather the certificates lssued by the services are
aoceptable or nol. if not acceptable then the deficienclas ehould be explained.

11.4 an evaluation of the establishmants inspacted, indicating their approval or nat.
Where the sstablishments are not approved then the reasons and their
cormactive measures should bo listed. It should also be specified whether a
follow-up ingpaction wil be netaasary or whether the competent authority can
be delegated with the varification of the fulfillment of the recormmendations.

11.6 valdity date of the approval {minimum is one year) and the date of the next
vigit are to be specified. Also, tho epidemiological surveillance measures that
the compatent autherity of the axporting country needs to execute to maintain
the approval are to be apacified,
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11.8 approval need dascribs ways that the approval status can be modified,
suspanded or invalidated and the notification channels to use as well as the
measures that the exporting country can take to regain its status,

120 Exports can initlate 8 working deye after the Importing country notifies the exporting
country the sanitary and phytosanitary measures the commodities need to fulfill for
thair impostation based on g favourable report having baen emitted.

13.0 The imporiing country is 10 immediately notify any change of conditions In those
evaluzted. Upon receipt of this natification, the Beliza Agricultural Health Authority will
detmmine whather: (i) It maintalns the epproval etatus; or (i} | modifies or suspends
the approval status; or (i} whather a nsw Inspection vight Is necansary,

14.0 Unless othenwise noted, it will be the exporter or Imperter's reaponsibliity to cover sl
coats assoclated with the inspedtion. |

14.1 The cost will Include all of the following :

{) All sirfares and other travel costs, which may ba incurred and are
associated with the ingspaction. Tickets will nead o be recsived by
BAHA officials at least three (3) days prior to departure.

[H)) Per Dlem for the officials will ba at the rate currently In force by OIRSA
for her Technical Directors within and without the OIRSA region, The
per diem will be paid for every ovemight that the BAHA cfficials will be
spanding outside of Belize. Tha per diem shall be pald directly to the
BAHA officials upon amival at the country requasting the Inspection.

{ify A minimum administrative fee of five hundred United States dollars
{$500.00 US) to be paid direclly to the Belize Agricultural Health
Authority not fess than tan (10} working daya prior to depariure from
Belize. An inspection which may resultin a lengih of stay that exceeds
& maximum of three (3) working days, will result in an additional
administrative fes of ona hundred United States dollars ($100.00 US)

per day.
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142 Paymants shal bs meds as follows: To the Belize Agricultiral Health
Authorily, Benk of Nova Scotle, Albert Stroet, Balize Clty, Account Numbser
288-10 Swift Code NOSCEZES.

14.3 An official invoice will be sent to the Compatent Authority or the exporter
Indicating the descriplion of the services offered, the rates charged sand the
amount due.

14.4 BAHA will verify payments and wil lssue an officlal recelpt.

8.0 Attached is sample of & Pro Forma Involce that shell ba dalivared to tha Exparter or
Competent Authority upon recaipt of the requast

CICE
(i to: . Date: ]
Offico Addross: ] o . .
= ’ :-' ) L, . ' =1 2 E
Addreas of Site = "ﬁ TR E 4{
Visited: @ -
%3
Tel;
Feox:
Bmail:
Inzpertion visit Breakdown of Costs Unit Price TOTAL
(Usm (USD)
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Inzpeetion conductad for the peried:
(DAVYBAR) | Minlmum Administrative | 500.00
- feo
By BAHA Officiate Other administrative fee
Local Tranzportetion
International Travel
Pex Diom - days | 15000
TOTAL
UED




