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CHAPTER 215
NATIONAL PARKSSYSTEM CAR 181A,
R.E. 1980-1990.
50f 1981,
[2nd January, 1982] g 40f 1082,
Commencement.
PART |
Preliminary

1 ThisAct may becited asthe Nationa Parks System Act. Short title

2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:- Interpretation.

“Administrator” means, in respect of any national park, naturereserve, wildlife

sanctuary or natural monument, the person appointed under section 10to be

the Adminigtrator of theunit;

“antiquity” hasthe samemeaning asinthe Ancient Monumentsand Antiquities  CAP 330.

Act;

“caveformation” meansany stalagmite, stal actite or flowstone or any piece

thereof;

“cultural feature’” meanshistorical and palaeontol ogical Stesand objects;

“tofish” meanstotake, kill or attempt to take or kill any aquatic organism,

“tohunt” meanstokill, take, or molest by any method and includes attempting

tokill, take or molest by any method any speciesof wildlife;

1 Post-independence series (Acts).
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“Minister” meansthe Minister for thetime being responsiblefor the National
Parks System;

“national park” meansany areaestablished asanational park in accordance
withthe provisionsof section 3for the protection and preservation of natural
and scenic valuesof national significancefor the benefit and enjoyment of the
generd public;

“National Parks System” includesall national parks, naturereserves, wildlife
sanctuariesand natural monuments,

“naturereserve’ meansany areareserved asascientific reservein accordance
with the provisions of section 3 for the protection of nature beit biological
communities or speciesand to maintain natural processesin an undisturbed
statein order to have ecologically representative examples of the natural
environment availablefor scientific study, monitoring, education and the
mai ntenance of genetic resources,

“wildlifesanctuary” meansany areareserved asanature conservation reserve
inaccordancewith the provisionsof section 3 for the protection of nationally
significant species, groups of species, biotic communitiesor physical features
of theenvironment requiring Specific human manipul ationfor their perpetuation;

“naturd monument” meansany areareserved for the protection and preservetion
of nationally significant natural features of special interest or unique
characteristicsto provide opportunitiesfor interpretation, education, research
and public appreciation,;

“park offence” meansany offencereferredto in section 12 (1) and, where
committed inanationa park, naturereserve, wildlife sanctuary or natural

CAP 220. monument, includesany offenceunder theWildlife Protection Act, the Ancient
CAP 330. Monumentsand AntiquitiesAct and the FisheriesAct;
CAP.210.
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National Parks System [CAP.215 7

“park officer” means any person appointed under section 10 to be a park
officer for the purposesof thisAct, and includesany Administrator;

“wildlife’ meansall undomesticated mammals, birdsand reptilesand al parts,
eggsand nestsof any of thesewildlifeforms.

PART 11

National Parks, Nature Reserves, Wildlife
Sanctuaries and Natural Monuments

3.-(1) TheMinister may by Order published inthe Gazette declarethat any ~ Constitution of

specified areaof land shall for the purposesof thisAct be- national parks,
nature reserves,
, wildlife
(@ anationa park; sanctuaries and
natural
(b) anaturereserve monuments.
(© awildlifesanctuary;
(d) anatura monument.
(2 TheMinister may by Order publishedin the Gazette declare that
fromaspecified date-
@ thelimitsof any nationa park, naturereserve, wildlifesanctuary
or natural monument shall bealtered or varied,
(b) any nationa park, naturereserve, wildlife sanctuary or natural
monument or part thereof shall ceaseto beanational park,
naturereserve, wildlife sanctuary or natural monument.
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Essential features. 4, Saveashereinafter provided-

@

()

©

(d)

©

no person shall be entitled to enter any national park except
for the purpose of observing thefaunaand floratherein and
for thepurposeof educetion, recrestion and scientific research;

no person shall be entitled to enter any naturereserveorin
any way disturb thefaunaand floratherein;

no anima shal behunted, killed or taken and no plant shall be
damaged, collected or destroyed in anational park or nature
reserve,

no person shall hunt, shoot, kill or takeany wild animal, or
takeor destroy any egg of any bird or reptile or any nest of
any bird, inany wildlifesanctuary;

no person shall disturb the natural featuresof anatural
monument, but may usetheunit for interpretation,
education, appreciation and research.

Restriction of 5.-(1) Nopersonshdl enter or remainwithinany national park except under
entry. the authority and in accordance with the conditions of apermit issued by the
prescribed officer on payment of the prescribed fee.

(2) A permit under subsection (1) shall beissued only for the purpose of
enabling the permit holder to study or observethefaunaand florain anational

park.

(3) No personshall enter or remain within any naturereserve, wildlife
sanctuary or natural monument except under the authority and in accordance
withthe conditionsof apermit issued by the prescribed officer on payment of
the prescribed fee.
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(4) If nofeeisprescribed for theissue of apermit under subsection (1) or
(3), such permit shall beissued free of charge.

6. No person shall, within any national park, nature reserve, wildlife  Prohibited acts.
sanctuary or natural monument, except asprovided under section 7, or withthe
written authorisation of the Administrator-

(@ permanently or temporarily residein or build any structure of
whatever nature whether asashelter or otherwise;

(b) damage, destroy or removefromits placetherein any species
of florg;

(© hunt any speciesof wildlife;

(d) remove any antiquity, caveformation, coral or other object of
cultura or naturd value;

(e quarry, dig or construct roadsor trails;

)] defaceor destroy any natura or cultura featuresor any signs
andfacilitiesprovided for public use and enjoyment;

(9) introduce organic or chemical pollutantsinto any water;
(h) clear landfor cultivation,
@) grazedomestic livestock;

) carry firearms, spears, trapsor other meansfor hunting or
fiding;

(K) introduce exotic speciesof floraor fauna;
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Exemptions.

Rules.

() catch fish by any meanswhatsoever;

(m)  doany other act which may beprohibited by any Order made
by theMinister fromtimetotime.

7.-(1) TheMinigter may a hisdiscretion issue permitsto bona fide organisations
and scientistsand other quadified professona sor specidistsfor caveexploration,
collection of specimensof particular speciesof floraor fauna, group education
activities, archaeological or palaeontological exploration, scientific research
andrelated activities. All such permitsshall requirethat copiesof al dataand
findingsfrom any of these activities, or any papers based on them, shall be
providedtothe Minister.

(2) TheMinister may at hisdiscretion, and subject to such conditionsas
hemay think desirableto attach thereto, issue permitsfor fishinginany nationa
park, wildlifesanctuary or natura monument wheresuch activity will not destroy
or seriously detract from those values that were the principal reason for
establishment of theunit.

8.-(1) TheMinister may fromtimetotimemakerulesfor theproper conduct
and good management of any nationa park, naturereserve, wildlife sanctuary
or natural monument or of the entire National Parks System and makerules
which, inter alia-

@ prohibit overnight camping;

(b) prohibit camping in unauthorised aress,

(© establish hourswhen any areawill be opento thepublic;

(d) prohibit open firesin specified areasand regulatethelighting

of openfiresanywherewithinthe park, reserve, sanctuary or
other areacovered by thisAct;
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(e prohibit theuseof vehiclesonfoot trails;

() prohibit thelanding of aircraft except on areasprovided for
such purposes;

(9) limit the use of vehiclesto established roads;

(h) prohibit the setting off of fireworksof any description or the
making of any type of noisewhatsoever;

() requirethat any dog brought into the areabe kept on aleash
not over four feet (1.2 metres) long;

() prohibit the playing of radios, tape players, gramophonesand
musicd ingrumentsatogether or inamanner whichisdisturb-
ingto other vigitors,;

(K) prohibit any act that detractsfrom the good order or general
enjoyment of theareg;

()] prohibit the selling of any food, beverage or goods except by
licensed parties.

(2) Thecontravention of any rule made under this section shall constitute
anoffence.

9.-(1) Uponthedeclaration of any areato beanational park, naturereserve, Development.
wildlife sanctuary or natural monument, the officer responsible shall place

identification signsand regulationsregarding the use of theareaat al road and

trall entrancesto thearea, including waterwayswherefeasible.

(2) Theofficer responsibleshall, as soon as practicableand prior to the
congtruction of roads, trailsor vigitor facilitiesinanational park, naturereserve,
wildlife sanctuary or natural monument, prepare amanagement plan for the

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



12 CAP.215]
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areafor approval by theMinister.

(3) Publicaccessandfacilitiesshall be developedinamanner whichwill
minimisedetrimenta impactson thevariousresourcesand overal scenicvaues
of the park, reserve, sanctuary or monument.

(4) TheMinister may, where such action iscons stent with the purpose
forwhichanationd park, naturereserve, wildlifesanctuary or natural monument
wasestablished, grant licencesfor the provision of vigtor facilitiesand services.
Such licencesmay inter alia providefor-

@

()
©
(d)
€
(f)

@

thelocation, number and general specificationsfor thetypeor
typesof facilitiesto be devel oped;

the specific servicesto be provided;
approved methods of debrisdisposdl;
sanitation and cleanlinessstandards;
reporting theamount of visitor use;

standardsof behaviour and dressfor employeesof thelicensee
who have contact with the public;

freedom of examination of all businessrecordsby theofficer
responsiblefor theadministration of thepark, reserve,
sanctuary or monument.

PART I11

General

Appointment of 10.-(1) The Public Services Commission may appoint an Administrator for

officers.
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each nationd park, naturereserve, wildlife sanctuary or natural monument and
such other park officersasthe Minister shall deem necessary, to performthe
functionsand exercise the powers assigned to each of them by thisAct and
regulationsmade thereunder.

(2) TheChief Forest Officer shdl beresponsiblefor the administration of
thisAct.

11.-(1) The Minister may from time to time make regulations for the Regulations.
implementation and administration of thisAct, and such regulationsmay provide
that the contravention of any of them shall be an offence.

(2) All regulationsshall belaid beforethe National Assembly assoonas
may be after the making thereof, and if the Nationa Assembly by resolution
requeststhat any regulationlaid beforeit berescinded, such regulation shal be
rescinded by the Minister but without prejudiceto thevalidity of anything done
thereunder or the making of anew regulation.

12.-(1) Any person who contravenesor aids or abetsthe contraventionof any  Offences and
of the provisionsof sections4, 5and 6, or of any rulemadeunder section8or  penalties.
regul ation the contravention of which hasbeen made an offence under section

11, commitsan offenceand shall on summary conviction beliableto afinenot

exceeding two hundred dollars, and if the of fender haswithin apreceding period

of fiveyearsbeen convicted of apark offenceor has paid compensation under

section 18, he shall beliableto afine not exceeding five hundred dollars or

imprisonment for aperiod not exceeding six months, or to both such fineand

termof imprisonment.

(2) Thecourt may inaddition order thecancellation of any licenceor permit
granted under theprovisionsof thisAct or any regulationsmade hereunder and
theforfeiture of any natural or cultural object of valuein respect of whichan
offence under subsection (1) hasbeen committed and of any vehicle, vessal or
other trangport used in the commission of the offence.
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Powers of search,

(3) When any person hasbeen convicted of apark offencethe court may,
inadditionto any other penalty provided by thisAct or any other enactment,
assesstheamount of any damagewhich may have been caused by such offender
and causethe sameto berecovered in such manner asif it wereafineor, inthe
caseof unauthorised establishments, buildings, huts, enclosures, sanding crops,
roadsor trailson the National Parks System, may order theremoval of the
samewithin such period asmay befixed and therestoration of the placesas
nearly aspossibletotheir previouscondition.

13.-(1) Any park officer may-

seizure and arrest.

(@ when he hasreasonabl e groundsto suspect that apersonis
inpossession of any articlein respect of whichapark offence
has been committed, search such person or any baggage,
parcel, vehicle, tent or buildingsunder the control, custody or
possession of such person or hisagent or servant;

(b) seizeany object inrespect of which he hasreasonablegrounds
to believethat apark offence hasbeen committed;

(© arrest any person he has reasonabl e grounds to suspect of
having committed any park offenceif the personrefusesto
reveal hisname and residence, statesaname and residence
whichthereisreasontobelieveisfaseor givesreasonto
believe hewill abscond.

(2) Anythingsaized andany personarrested under thissection shdl, without
unnecessary delay, be brought before the nearest magistrate.
'nqgiri% 14.  Any park officer may, if he suspectsthat a park offence has been
evidence. committed, question any person and record any statement hethinksrelevant
totheinvestigation of theoffence. 1nany subsequent prosecution, amagisirate
may admit such statement in evidence provided such statement wastakenin
the presence of the accused. An accused person may at his own expense
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requirethe presence of any such witnessfor cross-examination.

15.-(1) When any personisfound in possession of any object in respect of
which apark offence hasbeen committed he shdl, unlesshe can provethat he
came by the object innocently and without knowledge of the offence, be
presumed to have committed the offence.

(2) Wheninany proceedingsunder thisAct aquestion arisesastowhether
or not any natura or cultural object of valueisthe property of the Government,
such natural or cultural object shall be presumed to be the property of the
Government until thecontrary isproved.

16.  All offencesunder thisAct shal be punishable on summary conviction
on information which may belaid by the Administrator of the park, reserve,
sanctuary or monument, or by any person authorised by himinwriting.

17.  Thecourt may award any amount, not exceeding one-half of thefine
imposed for an offence under thisAct, to any person who may have supplied
suchinformation asmay haveledto the conviction of the offender.

18.-(1) TheMinister, andthe Administrator of any park, reserve, sanctuary or
monument who isso authorised by the Minister inwriting, may accept from any
person admitting the commission of an offence under thisAct asum of money
which shal in no case exceed onehundred dollars, by way of compensationfor
the offenceand on payment thereof such person, if in custody, shdl bedischarged
and no further proceedings shall betaken against himin respect of the offence.

(2) All moneysreceived under thissection shall be paidinto the Consolidated
RevenueFund.

19.  Anyantiquity forfeited under the provisionsof thisAct shdl beplaced
inthecustody of the Archaeological Commissioner. All other objectssoforfeited
shdll, with theapproval of the Minister, bedisposed of by the Administrator in
such manner asthe Minister may prescribe.
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20. NothinginthisAct shdl bedeemedto prevent any personfrom being
prosecuted under any other law for any act or omission which constituted an
offenceunder that law or from being liable under such other law to any higher
punishment or penalty than that provided under this Act, provided that no
person shall be puni shed twicefor the same offence.

21. NothinginthisAct shal derogatefrom or interferewith theright of the
Government or of any personto suefor and recover compensationfor or in
respect of damage or injury caused by apark offence.

22.  Cattletrespassing in or upon any land which has been declared a
park, reserve, sanctuary or monument shall be deemedto have beenfoundin
aprohibited areafor the purpose of section 6 of the Cattle TrespassAct.

23. Notwithstanding anything contained inthe General Registry Act, no
lease of threeyearsor lessnor any licenceor permit issued under the provisons
of thisAct shall be deemedinvalid or non-effective because of it not being
lodged for recordinthe General Registry.
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