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IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 53 (1 of the Factories Aet, 1973,
the Minister of Health, Labour and Home Aflaiess hereby miakes the following Regu-
fations

Citation 1. These Regulations may be cited as the Factories Woodworking:
Regulations, 1971,

Application 2. (1 These Regubtions shall apply o all sawmills, and all other

"‘;';! _ Gactovies and buildig operations and works o enginecring construction

obugatton

uneertaken by way of trade or business or for the purpose of any industrial
o commercial undertaking i which any woodworking machine is wed,

(20 The provtions of these Regulations shall, i their application to any
such building operations or works of engineering construction, have effect
as iCany place where such operiations or works are carried on were a Gctory
antd any person undertaking or carnving on any such aperations or works
were the occupier of a Bietory.

(3 A printed copy of these Regulations shall be kept posted in every
factory or place to which they apply.



3o I the e Reeulations, untes the contest otherwise retHItes

vitenta e e oot e waonk i g bonch ae foading oorak
bench dor the parpese of vippme deep-cattiog or crosseoattmg bt

does not chude oo swing can o other caw whn b moved rowards
the \\vm([:

Ceange” means the hpenial Saandad Wie Gaage:

Cplam band an T means o band sas, other than a oy saw o band ge-
sawine tachine, the cutting portion of which rans a0 vertical
thrednion;

“planing machine” wcludes o nvachine e overhand planiong ov toe thick-
fessing

Cawing saw T means o revolving saw monnted ina frame, column or chassis
whitch v sospended Troma pivor above a table, heneh orother suppoet,
o which the vodk s placed and which is aperated by heing putled
actoss the able, bench or wther support on which stock is placed:

“undergronnd toom” means aroom any part of which oo sitiated that
halfor move than hall the whole hietghe thereof measured from the Hloor
to the cetling s belos the suetiuee of the grond adjoining or neared
to the toom

“woodworking machine” means oo citcnlie saw, swing saw, plain band
saw, planing machine, vertical spindle mondding machine, overhead
ronting machine or chain mortismg machine, operating on wood.

4. Fyery woodworking machime shall be provided with an ethicient
stonping and starting appliance, and the control of this applianee shall be

i such o position as to be readily and convenently operated by the person

i charge of the machine: such contvol shaldl be so arvanged as to avoud as

e as iy resanbly practicable acdidental or inadvertent operation,

3. A clear, unobstrneted space shall be maintined for at least tno metres
araud evers woondworking machine while in motion:

Provided that this requirement shall not apply to
Poany stock necessarily placed within that area and
it the backs of swing saws and the side of any machine  not being a
warking side) adjacent toawall
6 [ The loor of evers mill, voom or place in which timber or wood is
stwn or warked by nuehines <hadl
ar. be treme, sonnd and level; and

boobe construcied of wood or o conerete orinany other manner
approved by the chiet inspector:

Provided that in saw it the requirements of this subregulation shall
apply only to any part of the oor where men work or pass and 10 thowe
parts of the floor which are within two metres of any part ol a machine used
tor working or entting timber or woaod

2 Boards o other covers of pate ar trenches shadl be fevel with the

adjoming floor and shall not shitt or move when trodden apon.
Ay holes in the Hoor which it s impracticable o cover secarely
Sall be secnrelv feneed all round o0 heirht of at least one metre

futer.
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b Phe loor surronmding, every woodwaorkiog machime shatl be maine
tined o good dnd Tevel condition, free from g or other Joose niarerial
A Lecas practcoables aad shall nor Deadloswed o bhecomie ippeorny

Laghing 7. U The hebting at ooy woodworkieg mechine shall be sathioent
and suitable lonving recard o the oachime and che nataee of the work

2 Without prejudice 1o the gonerality of the fotegoing requirement,

m oy joiery, woodwarking or cabinet makiog workshop the fevel of
ihamination at the point of aperation of the blade or ool of any handled
machine opesting on wood shall he satlicienthy adeguute o ensore safe
operation of the machine ade or ool

VO Where the nataral hebt ac o woodworkinog machime is inadeqguate
and Can be improved by the provision of additional or bhetter windosws ot
imvolving sevious structural alteration, or by whitening the walls or the
inside rool ol the factors, or by any other reasotable means, the oceupier
shalb take such steps as may e necessany o improve the natueal hight atsach
machine,

ch The meansofartheiad lighting for every woodworkimg machine shall
be adequate and shall be so placed on shaded as to prevent divect ravs of lighi
from impinging on the eves of the opevator while he i operating such

machine.
Underground 8. No woodwaorking machine shadl be worked inany underground room
rooms which is certibed by the chief inspector o be unsuitable for the purpose as

regards construction, light, venulanon or inany other respect,

Wet cawing 9. Whenever witer is applicd to the cutting blade of 2 machine in
motion
(@i the water shall be applied only by means of a fine spray; and
(hyall practical steps shadl be taken by means of baflles, hoods and sereens
or other methods to prevent the outsplash of water and wet waste,
and, in particular, the loor immediately surrounding the machine
shadl not be allowed to become slippery.

Training and 10. (v Every person while being trained o work a0 woodworking
supervision acine shall be fully and carefully instructed as o the dangers avising in
connexion with such machine and the precantions to be observed.

(2: No person shall be employed at o woodworking machine unless he
has been sufliciently trained o work that cliass of machine or unless he
works under the adeqguate supervision of a person who kas a thorough
knowledue of the working of the machine.

Circular 1. Lvery cireular saw shall be feneed as follows

e (i the part of the saw below the beneh table shall be protected by two
plates of metal cheek plates or other suitable material, one on cach
side of the saw; such plates shall notbe more than one hundred and
fifty millimetres apart and shall extend from the axis of the saw
outwards to a distanee of not less than bt nullimetres hevond the
teeth of the saw; metal plates if not beaded shall be of acthickness at
least equal o fourteen gange, or, if headed, be of a thickness equal
lo twenty gange;



h

vl

12,

Behimd and pcdirece Trne with the waw there shall he o antable tivine
ko whae e hall be g binds thin her thane thie Blade of the saw and
shehthy thininer than the sasn kel and swhich shall have acsmooth
surface, hall be strong, tigid, and casily adjostable, and which
shall also contovm to the tollow iy conditions

1 the edee of the knie neaver the saw shadl torm an are ob acendle
having o radins not exceeding the tadins of the Lirgest saw used
o the heneh:

o the kinde ~hall he mamtaned as close as pracicable i he v,
Baving reward 1o the wature of the swork bemg done at the tme,
aned at the level of the bench table the distanee between the
front edee of the koife and the teeth of the saw shall not exceed
Blteen millinuitees

He lor o saw ol o dumeter of Jess than sy handred milhimetres,
the Knite shall extend apswards romn the bench table to withan
twentv-tive millimetres of the top of the saw, and forasaw ol a
diimeter of siv hundred nalimetres or over shall extend ap-
wanrds frome the hench table oo hewhe of ot feast two handhed
and twentyive milhimenres;

the top ol the vaw shall be covered by astrong and castly adjoastable
cuard, with a fhinge at the side ot the sow Larthest from the guide
fenees sueh guard shall he kept so adjsted that the said thoee shall
extend below the roots of the teeth of the saw s and such guard shall
extend from the top of the riving knile toa point as low as practicable
at the catting edee of the siw

the benelr of eveny circular saw shall be smoath and fla.

A suitable push stick shall be kepeavailable for use at the beneh of

every circular saw which is fed by hand, «o as o enable the work o by
varried out without ninecessary risk.

13.

c

s

The following provisions shall apply o every swing saw

the top hall of the hlade shall be completely and securely covered
as Tar as s practicable without fouling the stock being worked
the worktable, beneh or support shall be tirm, level and smooth,
provided that no acconnt shadl be taken of any rollers inany able
or bench; the table, hench or support shall be at right angles w the
swing of the saw s a back radl agiinse which the stock nun be vested
shall be fitted along the back of the beneh, table or support; the rail
shall be as high as s practicable compatible with not fouling any
part of the machine;

there shaldl be provided and maintsined an eflective deviee which
antonatically retaens the saw 1o the back position when released an
any point ol its travel; such device shall not depend for it proper
functioning on any rope, cord or spome s the saw shalt not be deemed
to he i the back position antil the front edge of the saw is at Jeast
twenty-five millimetres belind the front edge of the back rail; it
the deviee ineludesa counterweight effective meanohall be provided
for preventing the fall of the connterweging,
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o AN lllllt'l AR} |)l'.l(|h able ol lhl' teeth ol the saw \||.||| he -l'(ll“‘l\
grarded whenever the waw v the bhack position

A pen ol step Gt e Gdeons B the prevision of sote bafler
pads ot otherwive o prevent the saw rebounding tone the back

position;

£ it Chains o orhier cfective devices shall e provided oad maee
tained o prevent the front edue of the saw from heing pratled bevond
the front edee of the waork tahle

Frery plain bandsaw shall be guarded as follows

a - hoth sides of the bottom patley shall be completely e el By sheet
mietth or other suitable material;

b the front ol the top pulfey shadl he covered with shieet metal or other
sutteehle matenatl,

o all portions of the hlade shall e enclosed, or otherwise securely
guarded, except the portion of the blade hetween the hench t.able
ant the top uile

15. No planing machine which is not mechanically fed shall be wsed tor

overhand planing unlew it s ited with o aovlinderical cutter hloek,

16. Faery planing machine used for overhand planing shall be provided
with o substantiad metal bridee cuard capable of covering the tull fength
and breadth of the cutting slot in the beneh and so constructed as o be
casilv adjusted in o vertical and honizontal direction

17, In eveny planing machine used for thicknessing, exeept a combined
machine for ovethand plaing and thicknessing,
t the feed roller shall be provided with an eflicient guard s and
b the blades shall be effectively guarded by hoods, chip chutes or other
enclosures so, however, that no reeand shall be had of any exposure
of the blades necessary for working the stock or material.
18. The cutter of every vertical spindle mounlding machine and of every
over-head routing machine shall, where practicable, be provided with an
eflicient guard having regard o the nature of wark being performed.

19. For such work as cannot be performed with an efficient guard for
the catter, the wood being moulded ata vertical spindle moulding machine
shall, i practicable, be held in a jig or holder of such construction as o
redoce as far as possible the risk of accident 10 the worker.

20. A suitable spike or pushestick shall be kept available for use ac the
heneh of every vertical spindle moulding machine.

21, The chain of every chain mortising machine shall be provided with
a guard wlich shall enclose the cutters as far as practicable,

22, Al tools, blades and cutting instruments of woodworking machines
and other machines operating on wood shall be free from patent defect,
properly maintained, and kept clean, properly ground and sharpened, and



properly set. Without prejudice to the generality of thic requirement no
saw which i cracked shall be used in any circular saw.

23. The guards and other appliances required by these Regulations shall
he maintained in an eflicient state and shall be constantly kept in position
while the machinery is in motion, except when, owing to the nature of the
work being done, the use of the guards or appliances is rendered impractie-
able. The guards shall be so adjusted as to enable the work to be carried
on without unnecessary risk.

24. Regulations 11, 13, 14 1o and 17 of these Reguiations shall netapply
to any woodworking machine in respect of which it can be shown that other
Gtleguards are provided and maintained which render the machine equally
arfe as it would be if guarded in the manner preseribed by these Regulations.

25, Fyery person employved on a woodworking machine shall -

ta) use and maintain in proper adjustment the guards provided in
accordance with these Regulations; and

th; use the spikes or push-sticks and holders provided in compliance with
regulations 12, 19 and 20, except when, owing to the nature of the
work being done, the use of the guards or appliances is rendered
impracticable.

MADE this sixth day of March, 1974

M.T.M. Kacoro,
Permanent Secretary,
Munistry of Health, Labour and Home Affarrs.



