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CHAPTER IX new

ON THE CONGRESS OF THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY AND THE SENATE

Article 116 new

In case of necessity, the National Assembly and the
Senate can convene in Congress to resolve the important issues
of the country.

Article 117 new

The important issues of the country as provided in the
Article 116 new, as well as the organization and functioning of
the Congress shall be determined by a law.
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CHAPTER X new
ON THE ROYAL GOVERNMENT

Article 118 new (former Article 99)

The Council of Ministers is the Royal Government of the
Kingdom of Cambodia.

The Council of Ministers shall be headed by a Prime
Minister, assisted by Deputy Prime Ministers as well by Senior
Ministers, Ministers and Secretaries of State as members.

Article 119 new (former Article 100)

Upon the proposal of the President of the National
Assembly in agreement with the two Vice-Presidents, the King
assigns a high ranking personality among the Members of
National Assembly from the elections winning party, to form
the Royal Government. This assigned high ranking personality,
accompanied by his collaborators who are Members of the
National Assembly or members of the parties represented at the
National Assembly and who are in charge of ministerial
functions within the Royal Government, solicits the confidence
from the National Assembly. Once the National Assembly has
voted the confidence, the King signs the Kret appointing the
whole Council of Ministers.

Before taking office, the Council of Ministers shall take
oath according to the text written in Annex 6.

Article 120 new (former Article 101)

The function of Member of the Royal Government is
incompatible with any professional activity in the field of trade
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or industry and with the holding of any position in the public
function.

Article 121 new (former Article 102)

All the Members of the Royal Government are
collectively responsible to the National Assembly for the
general policy of the Royal Government.

Each Member of the Royal Government is individually
responsible to the Prime Minister and to the National Assembly
for his/her own actions.

Article 122 new (former Article 103)

The Members of the Royal Government can not resort to
a written or verbal order from whomever to decline their own
responsibility.

Article 123 new (former Article 104)

The Council of Ministers shall convene every week in
plenary session or in working session.

The plenary session is chaired by the Prime Minister. The
Prime Minister can delegate to a Deputy Prime Minister the
chairmanship of the working sessions.

All the minutes of the Council of Ministers’ sessions
shall be submitted to the King for His highest Information.

Article 124 new (former Article 105)

The Prime Minister can delegate his/her powers to a
Deputy Prime Minister or to a Member of the Royal
Government.
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Article 125 new (former Article 106)

In case of the definitive vacancy of Prime Minister’s
position, a new Council of Ministers shall be appointed under
the conditions provided by the present Constitution. If the
vacancy is temporary, a Prime Minister ad interim shall be
provisionally assigned.

Article 126 new (former Article 107)

Each Member of the Royal Government holds penal
responsibility for the major or minor indictable offences while
performing his/her functions.

In this case and in the case of serious misdeeds
committed by a Member of Royal Government while
performing his/her functions, the National Assembly can
decide to seize the competent jurisdictions.

The National Assembly shall decide on such matter in a
secret ballot by an absolute majority of all its Members.

Article 127 new (former Article 108)

The organization and functioning of the Council of Ministers
are stipulated by a law.
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CHAPTER XI new
ON THE JUDICIARY

Article 128 new (former Article 109)

The Judicial power is an independent power.

The Judicial power is the guarantor of impartiality and
the protector of the citizens’ rights and liberties.

The Judicial power covers all litigations, including
administrative litigation.

This power is entrusted to the Supreme Court and to the
Jurisdictions of the various categories and at all the degrees.

Article 129 new (former Article 110)

Justice is rendered in the name of Khmer people in
accordance with the legal procedures and the laws in force.

Only the judges are vested with the judicial function. The
judges shall fulfill their duties in strict respect of the law, in all
honesty and conscientiousness.

Article 130 new (former Article 111)

No organ of the Legislative Power or of the Executive
Power can exercise any judicial power.

Article 131 new (former Article 112)

Only the public prosecution has the right to take public
action.
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Article 132 new (former Article 113)

The King is the Guarantor of the independence of the
Judiciary. The Supreme Council of Magistracy assists the King
in this task.

Article 133 new (former Article 114)

The Magistrates are irremovable. However, the Supreme
Council of Magistracy shall pronounce disciplinary sanctions
against the Magistrates committing misdeeds.

Article 134 new (former Article 115)

The Supreme Council of Magistracy shall be created by
an Organic Law which determines its composition and
attributions.

The Supreme Council of Magistracy is placed under the
Presidency of the King. The King can designate His
Representative to preside over the Supreme Council of
Magistracy.

The Supreme Council of Magistracy submits to the King
the proposal for appointment of judges and public prosecutors
to all the Jurisdictions.

To decide disciplinary sanctions against the judges and
the public prosecutors, the Supreme Council of Magistracy
convenes under the presidency of the Supreme Court’s
President or of the General Public Prosecutor to the Supreme
Court, whether the case relates to the judges or the public
prosecutors.
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Article 135 new (former Article 116)

The statutes of judges and public prosecutors and the
judicial organization shall be stipulated in separate laws.
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CHAPTER XII new
ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL COUNCIL

Article 136 new

The Constitutional Council shall have the competence to
guarantee the respect of the Constitution, to interpret the
Constitution and the Laws adopted by the National Assembly
and definitively reviewed by the Senate.

The Constitutional Council has the right to examine and
to decide on litigations related to the elections of the Members
of the National Assembly and to the elections of the Senators.

Article 137 new (former Article 118)

The Constitutional Council is composed of nine
Members whose mandate is limited to nine years. One-third of
its Members shall be renewed every three years. Three
Members shall be appointed by the King, three elected by the
National Assembly and three others elected by the Supreme
Council of Magistracy.

The President is elected by the Members of the
Constitutional Council. In case of a tie in the voting, the voice
of the President prevails.

Article 138 new (former Article 119)

The Members of the Constitutional Council shall be
chosen among the high ranking personalities holding high
diplomas in law, administration, diplomacy or economics and
having extensive professional experience.
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Article 139 new

The functions as member of the Constitutional Council
are incompatible with the functions as senator, as member of
the National Assembly, as member of the Royal Government,
as incumbent magistrate, as personnel in the public function, as
President or Vice-President of a political party or as President
or Vice-President of a trade union.

Article 140 new

The King, the Prime Minister, the President of the
National Assembly or one-tenth of the National Assembly’s
Members, the President of the Senate or one-fourth of the
Senators, may send the laws adopted by the National Assembly
to the Constitutional Council for examination before their
promulgation.

The rules of procedure of the National Assembly, the
rules of procedure of the Senate and the organic laws must be
sent to the Constitutional Council for examination before their
promulgation. The Constitutional Council shall pronounce
within the time frame of thirty (30) days at the latest, whether
the laws, the rules of procedure of the National Assembly and
those of the Senate are or not in conformity with the
Constitution.

Article 141 new

After a law has been promulgated, the King, the
President of the Senate, the President of the National
Assembly, the Prime Minister, one-fourth of the Senators, one-
tenth of the National Assembly’s Members, or the Courts can
request the Constitutional Council to examine the
constitutionality of that law.
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Any citizen has the right to raise the unconstitutionality
of the laws through the intermediary of the National
Assembly’s Members or that of the President of the National
Assembly or of the Senators or of the President of the Senate,
as provided in the aforementioned paragraph.

Article 142 new (former Article 123)

A provision of any article, declared by the Constitutional
Council not in conformity with the Constitution, can not be
promulgated or implemented.

The decision of the Constitutional Council is final
without recourse.

Article 143 new (former Article 124)

The King consults the Constitutional Council on any
proposal aiming at amending the Constitution.

Article 144 new (former Article 125)

The organization and the functioning of the Constitutional
Council are subject to an organic law.
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CHAPTER XIII new
ON THE ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION

Article 145 new (one)

The territory of the Kingdom of Cambodia is divided into
Reach Theany (Royal Capital City), Khet (provinces), Krong
(municipalities), Srok (districts), Khan (arrondissements),
Khum (communes) and Sangkat (quarters).

Article 146 new (one)

Reach Theany, Khet, Krong, Srok, Khan, Khum and
Sangkat are administered according to the conditions provided
by an organic law.

52



CHAPTER XIV new
ON THE NATIONAL CONGRESS

Article 147 new (former Article 128)

The National Congress allows the citizens to be directly
informed on various affairs of national interest, to raise issues
and to submit suggestions to the State authorities for a solution.

Khmer citizens of both sexes have the right to participate
in the National Congress.

Article 148 new (former Article 129)

The National Congress shall meet once a year, in early
month of December upon the convening by the Prime Minister.

The National Congress shall proceed under the High
Presidency of the King.

Article 149 new

The National Congress shall adopt suggestions to be
submitted to the Senate, the National Assembly and the State
authorities for consideration.

The organization and the functioning of the National
Congress shall be stipulated by a law.
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CHAPTER XYV new (two)

ON THE ELECTION BODY

Article 150 new (two)

The National Election Committee is the body which has the
competence for organizing, regulating and administering the
Elections of the Senators and the Elections of the Members of the
National Assembly and other elections as determined by law.

The National Election Committee shall exercise its
competence independently and impartially in order to ensure free,
accurate and fair elections in accordance with the principles of
liberal multi-party democracy.

The functions as the Members of the National Election
Committee are incompatible with the positions in the public
function and the function as the members of other institutions as
stipulated in the present Constitution. The member of the
National Election Committee cannot be the member of political
party or president of the non-governmental organization,
association, trade unions or any commercial company.

The National Election Committee shall have an autonomous
budget for its operation.

Article 151 new (two)

The National Election Committee is composed of nine
Members whose mandate is five years. Four members shall be
elected by the political party leading the Royal Government; four
shall be elected by the political parties that won seats in the
National Assembly, not in coalition with the Royal Government,
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and the other one shall be elected with the consent of all political
parties having seats in the National Assembly.

The Standing Committee of the National Assembly shall
organize an open and transparent election of the National
Election Committee’s members. The Standing Committee of the
National Assembly shall prepare the list of the composition of the
National Election Committee to submit to the National Assembly
for an absolute majority vote of confidence of all the Members of
the National Assembly.

Members of the National Election Committee shall be
appointed by Royal Decree.

In case, any Member of the National Election Committee
loses its membership, the Standing Committee of the National
Assembly shall conduct the procedure to choose the new member
within the period of 15 days at the latest from the date of the loss
of the membership. Detailed procedures for choosing a new
member for replacement shall be determined separately by law.

In case of failing to organize the composition of the
National Election Committee, the existing Members of the
National Election Committee shall remain in office and shall
have competence to organize the election in accordance with the
law.

The organization and the functioning of the National
Election Committee shall be determined by law.
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CHAPTER XVI new (two)
ON THE EFFECT, THE REVISION AND
THE AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION

Article 152 new-two (former Article 150 new)

The present Constitution is the supreme law of the Kingdom
of Cambodia.

All the laws and decisions of all the state institutions must
be absolutely in conformity with the Constitution.

Article 153 new-two (former Article 151 new)

The initiative of the revision or the amendment of the
Constitution belongs to the King, to the Prime Minister and to the
President of the National Assembly on the proposal from one-
fourth of all the National Assembly’s Members.

The revision or the amendment of the Constitution must be
carried out by a constitutional law adopted by the National
Assembly at the two-third majority of all its Members.

Article 154 new-two (former Article 152 new)

The revision or the amendment of the Constitution is
prohibited when the nation is in a state of emergency, as provided
in the Article 86.

56



Article 155 new-two (former Article 153 new)

The revision or the amendment of the Constitution cannot
be done, if affecting the liberal multi-party democracy system
and the constitutional monarchy regime.
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Chapter XVII new
ON THE TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS
Article 156 new-two (former Article 154 new)

The present Constitution, once adopted, shall be
promulgated by the King of Cambodia with immediate effect.

Article 157 new-two (former Article 155 new)

After the present Constitution comes into force, the
Constituent Assembly becomes the National Assembly.

The Rules of Procedure of the National Assembly shall
come into force after their adoption by the National Assembly.

In case the National Assembly cannot take its function, the
President, the First and the Second Vice-Presidents of the
Constituent Assembly fulfill their mission within the Crown
Council, if so required by the situation of the country.

Article 158 new-two (former Article 156 new)

After the present Constitution comes into force, the King is
elected under the conditions provided in the Articles 13 new and
14.

Article 159 new-two (former Article 157 new)

The duration of the first legislature of the Senate is five
years and comes to an end when the new Senate assumes office.

For the first legislature of the Senate:

- the total number of Senators shall be sixty-one,
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- the King shall appoint two Senators, as well as the
President and the two Vice-Presidents of the Senate,

- the other Senators shall be appointed by the King among
the members of the political parties having their seats at the
National Assembly, on the proposal from the President of
the National Assembly and the President of the Senate,

- the Congress of the National Assembly and the Senate
shall be held under the chairmanship of the Co-Presidents.

Article 160 new-two (former Article 158 new)

Laws and normative acts in Cambodia that guarantee the
State properties, the rights, the liberties and the legal properties of
private persons and that are in conformity with the national
interests, shall remain in force until the new texts are made to
amend or to abrogate them, except the provisions contrary to the
spirit of the present Constitution.

The present Constitution is adopted by the Constituent Assembly
in Phnom Penh, on September 21, 1993
at its second plenary session

Phnom Penh, September 21, 1993
The President,

Signed : SON SANN
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ADDITIONAL CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
TENDING TO ENSURE THE REGULAR FUNCTIONING
OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

Article 1.

This Constitutional Law aims at ensuring, under all
circumstances, the good functioning of the national institutions
in respecting the basic principles of a liberal multi-party
democracy, according to the state of necessity.

Article 2.

At the beginning of each legislature, the National
Assembly under the presidency of its most senior member,
before starting its works and after the validation of each
member’s mandate, can proceed to adopt the texts of
constitutional or legislative nature within the objective
stipulated in the aforementioned Article 1.

After their adoption by the National Assembly, the most
senior member must immediately take cognizance of these
texts in accordance with the procedure reserved for them, until
their promulgation and coming into force.

Article 3.

In case when the procedures stipulated in the Articles 82
and 119 new of the Constitution can not be implemented, the
National Assembly, on the proposal of the majority political
party, can proceed with the package vote to elect its President
and its Vice-Presidents as well as the Chairpersons and Vice-
Chairpersons of the Commissions, and at the same time to
grant the confidence to the Royal Government.

60



Article 4.

The elaboration of the candidate lists for the elections
and for the vote of confidence shall be organized as followed:

- the list of the candidates for Presidency, Vice-
Presidencies of the National Assembly, as well as of those for
Chairmanship and Vice-Chairmanships of specialized
Commissions, must be prepared and proposed by the political
parties which agree to form a coalition government, then
conveyed to the most senior member of the National
Assembly;

- upon the proposal by the majority political party at the
National Assembly, submitted through the most senior
member, the King designates a high ranking personality among
the members of the National Assembly from the elections
winning political party to form the Royal Government.

This designated high ranking personality prepares the
attribution of the different ministerial posts within the Royal
Government, then sends the list of all its members to the most
senior member of the National Assembly;

- the most senior member of the National Assembly shall
combine these lists into a single one, composed of the
candidates for Presidency, Vice-Presidencies of the National
Assembly, for the Chairmanships and Vice-Chairmanships of
all the specialized Commissions of the National Assembly as
well as for the posts of Prime Minister and members of the
Royal Government, in order to submit it to the vote of the
National Assembly.
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Article 5.

No debate is possible during the proceedings of the
package vote, neither any explanation is possible after the
proclamation of this vote result.

The National Assembly’s Members vote in favor of or
against this single list, proposed by its most senior member.
The vote is done by a show of hands.

Article 6 new of the Additional Constitutional Law

The package vote shall be done at the absolute majority
of all the National Assembly’s Members.

In case the vote at the first ballot is not decisive, the same
procedure shall apply to the following ballots.

Article 7.

This Additional Constitutional Law is declared as urgent
and comes into enforcement right from the beginning of the
present legislature.

This Additional Constitutional Law is promulgated
by Kram N° NS/RKM/0704/001 of July 13, 2004
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National Anthem
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