
PROCEDURES FOR THE COLLECTION AND USE OF 

FISHERY RESOURCES PROPAGATION AND PROTECTION FEES 

(Approved by the State Council on October 9, 1983> 

Article One: The present procedures are formulated _pursuant to the- provisions of 

Article XIX of "the Fishery Law of the People's Republic of China". 

Article T·,rn: All nnits and indh-idnals who harvest aquatic animals or plants that 

grow naturally or are artificially cultured within the inland water areas, tidal 

land, territorial sea of the People's Republci of China or other sea areas under the 

jnrisdiction of the People'J Republic of China shall pay fishery resources 

propagation and protection fees (hereinafter referred to as "the fishery resources 

fees"), accordinq to the Procednres. 

Article Three: 

the principle 

fishery". 

The collect ion and use of the fishery resources fees 

of "what is taken from fishery shall be used in the 

shall follow 

interest of 

Article Four: The fishery resources fees shall be collected by the fishery 

administrative departments of the people's novernments at the county level and abon 

or their authorized tmi ts according to the terms of reference for the approval and 

issnance of fishing licences. For those fishing licences approved and issned by the 

Fishery Allministrative Department nnder the State Council, the fishery resources 

fees shall be collected by the sea area fishery administrative monitoring and 

management aqencies C hereinafter referred to as " the sea area fishery management 

agencies" snbordinated to the Fishery :\dministratin Department under the State 

C0tmci l. 

Article Five: The fishery resources fees consist of marine fishery resour~es fees 

and inland water area fishery resources fee'.~. 
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The annual amount of marine fishery resources fees shall be determined by the 

fishery administrative departments of the people's governments of the coastal 

provinces within the range of 1-3 percent of the average total annual output value 

of the aquatic products (excluding the output value of special fish species of 

hiQher economic value) harvested in the previous three years by the relevant fishing 

vessels whose fishing licences are approved and issued by the above-mentioned 

departments. 

The annual amount of fishery resources fees in the inland ·,rnter areas shall be 

determined by the provincial people's governments. 

For the special fish species of higher economic values, the annual amount of the 

fishery resources fees shall be determined by the fishery administrative 

departments of the provincial people's governments or the sea area fishery 

management agencies ~ithin the range of 3-5 percent of the average total annual 

output value of the aquatic products harvested in the previous three years b~ the 

releYrtn! fishing vessels whose fishing licences are appro•;ed nnd issued by the 

above-mentioned departments. 

The list of fish species of higher economic value shall be drawn up by the 

Fishery Administratin Department under the State Counc-i I. 

Article Six: The actual amount of fishery resources fees shall be determined by the 

fishery administrative departments of the provincial people's governments or sea 

area fishery management agencies within the range of fishery resources fees 

specified in Article Five of the present Procedures and accordinn to the following 

p r i nc i p le s: 

I. For high sea fishing operations that facilitate the protection of fishery 

resources or are encoaraged by the state, the amount of fishery resourcers fees 

shall be below the average or shall be waived for certain periods. 
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II. For fishing operations that should be eliminated, are detrimental to the 

protertion of fishery resources or are restricted by the state or fishing operations 

·,1i th temporary fishing licences. the amount of fishery resources fees shall be above 

the average Len l up to three times. 

III. For operations duly approved to harvest valuable and rare aquatice plants and 

animals, the amount of fishery resources protection fees shall double or at maximum 
' 

triple that for the fishing operations of special fish species of. higher economic 

value. This does not include. operations duly approved to harvest valuable and rare 

aquatic plants and animals for research purposes. 

The actural amount of fishery resources fees determined by the fishery 

administrative competent departments of provincial people's governments shall be 

ratified by the pricing departments of provincial people's governments; those 

determined by the sea are.a fishery management agencies shall be reviewed by Fishery 

:\dministrntive Department tlllder the State Counr·il aw.! rntified b\' the pri('inq 

department under the State Council. 

Article Seven: The fishery administrative. departments of local people's 

governme11ts at the county level and above shall, according to the levy criteria of 

fishery resources fees specified in Article Six of the present Procedures and in 

light of number of vessels and their installed capacity and amoiu1t of fishing gear, 

determine the payable amount of fishery resources fees. 

Article Eight: For mobile fishing Yessels ·,;i th dual registrastion of Guangdong 

ProYince and Hong kong,,~lacao, the fishery resources fees shall be collected by the 

Fishery Administrative Department of the People's Gover11ment of Guangdong Province. 

,-\rticle ~ine: The fishery administrative departments of local people's governments 

at the county level and abo\'e or sea area fishery management auencies shall, while 

approving and issuing fishing licences, collect 
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fishery resources fees and specify on the fishing licence the amount paid and 

certify with an official seal. 

Receipts shall be given for the collection of fishery resources fees. 

Article Ten: Fishery resources fees shall be included in the current production 

cost. 

Article Eleven: The fishery administratiH 1iepartments of the povincial people's 

governments shall retain a portion of the fishery resources fees collected Ly them 

(including the portion of fees turned over by municipal and county departments) and 

turn over the rest to the higher authorities for onrall use. 

Of the marine fishery resources fees collected by fishery administrative 

departments of the people's gonrnments of coastal provinces, ')iJ percent shall be 

retained :1nd the remaining 10 percent shall. be turned orer to sea area fishery 

administrative management agencies to he used in pro_jects for propa;iation and 

protection projects of migratory fishery resources over larqe areas. The fishery 

administrative departments of provincial people's novernments shall have at their 

disposal all the fishery resources fees of inland water areas. 

The fishery administrative departments of provincial people's governments shall, 

in consultation ;~ith provincir.al financial departments. determine the proportions of 

fishery resourres fees rollerteJ bv the fishery administrative departments of 

municipal and connty people's governments to he turned over to provinciaL,antonomous 

reg i on a t.,mun i c i pa l g on' rmne n t s. 

Article Twelve: Fishery resources fees shall be used for the propagation and 

protection of fishery resources. The parposes of the use include: 

I. Purchase of necessary equipment for releasing and rearing fries for propagation 

purpose; construction of artificial reefs, propagntion qronnds n,1,I strn(ture in 

coastal and inland ·,;ater areas. 



II. Lendin9 to fishermen as workinq fund for shiftinq to other occupation or 

production (not to be used as subsistence allowance or general working capital). 

III. As complementary research funds for the propagation of fishery resources. 

IV. As complementary funds to improve the management and monitoring of fishery 

resourr::es for the propagation and production of the resources. 

The sea area fishery management agencies shall determine the relative share 

between the propagation and protection activities of fishery resources in their 

allocation of fishery resources fees at their disposal. The fishery administrative 

departments of provincial, autonomous re9ional central Ly-governed municipal 

governments shall, in consultation with financial departments at the same levels, 

make the rorrespondin9 derisions for the fishery resou;-ces fees at their disposal. 

Article Thirteen: The fishery administrative departments of the people's 

novernments of the rele\·ant pr0Yi11ces, c1utonomom reqions ~nil r:entr.dl::-noverned 

municipalities shall. acconlinq to the overall plan of the Fishery Administrati\·e 

Department under the State Council and •,;i th funds drawn from the fishery resources 

fees for inland \vater area they collect, fin 11 :: __ , the artificial propagation release 

operations in trnnsprovince.'autonomons region.centrally-governed municipality ma.ior 

rivers. 

Article Fourteen: Fishery resources fees shall be managed as extra-budgetar:: funds. 

The fishery resources fees collected hy the fishery administrative departments 

at the county level and above shall be turned over to the financial departments at 

the same level to he deposited into a special acr:-ount and used for approYed purposes 

on ty. 

Article Fifteen: The fishery administrative departments of the local people's 

goYernments at the county lent and above as ;,ell as other departments that 



use fishery resottrces fees shall prepare re\·enue and expendi lure plans of fishery 

resources fees at the be~inning of ead1 :;ear and prepare fi1w.ncial statements at 

year-ends to be submitted to the financial departments at the same level for 

approval/re\'iew and to the fishery Jclministrative 1lepartments at the hiqher level 

for record. 

The revenue and expenditure plans and annual final statements of fishery 

resources fees prepared by sea area fishery !llanaqement af1ewies shall be reviewed 

and compiled by the Fisher:; ,'\dministrative Department under the State Council and 

submi ttecl to the financial department for revie;·;. aopronl. 

The formats of the revenue and e:-.;penditure plans and final statements shall be 

r.lrmrn up by the Fishery .'\ilministrfl.tive Department under the State Cotu1cil. 

Article Sixteen: The financial. pricing ,HHi audit 1{epart:11ents at ·,arious levels 

Diversion and v;aste of fisher,: resources fees s:13ll be ,lealt ">:ith auorning to the 

relevant regulations cf the State. 

Article Seventeen: The Fishery Anministrati·,e 1lepartment unrler the State Council. 

together with the financial and pricing departments, shall be diar~ed 1-.i th the 

interpretation of the present procedures. 

Article Einhteen: The present procedttres shall come into effect on Jnnnary 1, 1')39. 
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