Law No. B1-13 of 27 November 1981

o lay down forestry. wildlife and fisheries regulations.

The Mational Assembly has dediberated and adopted

The President of the Republic hereby enacts the Law set out below :

PART 1
General Provisions.

1. The national forestry, wildlife and fisheries regulations
shall comprise all the rules laid down by the present law and
subsequent implementing instruments with a view to ensu-
ring the conservation, exploitation and developmeant of the

forest, wildlife and fishery resources of the forest estate and
watprways,

2. Tne follawin
law !

g shall be subject to the provisions of this
- atate forasts;

- Joval council forests;

— prvate forests;

~ commungl Forests:

—~wildlite:



- fishery resources of public watzeways and coastlands.

3. Farests shall mean land covered by vegetation which is
capable

~ either of producing wood or other produce which is
not agneultural produce;

- or of providing a habitat for wildlife;

- or of excreising an indireet effeet on the aoil, climate
or water regime.

4. The fauna and flora of either the public walerways or
the public coastlands shall belony 1o the State.

5. The system of forest ownership shall be determined by
the regulations governing land tenure and State lands and
oy the provisions of this law.

8. (1) The Forestry, wildlife and fishery services shall be
responsible far the management and protection of State, 1o
cal council and communal forests as well as the {ishery re-
sources of the public waterways and coastlands.

(2) They may take all necessary measures to ensure the
protection ol focests, of wildble and Yishery resources irres-
pective of their ownership.

7. State forests shall be regencrated in ageordance with
the rules laid down bythe rules laid down by regulations.

8. No persan may make use of the forests, wildlitg and
fishery resourees of the public waterways and coastlands in
any manner that is prohibited by the provisions of this law
and it implementing instouments.



9. Individuals, local councils, public bodies and establish-
ments may exersise on their forest and water resoucces all
the nghts that result irom ownership, subject to restrictions
laid down in this law and its implementing instruments.

10, For purposes ol seizure and rarking operations, the
Admimistration in charge of forests shall possess a marking
hammer whose end mark shall be lodged with the registry of
the Supreme Court.

I1. (1) The collection of forestry, wildlife and fisheries
duties and taxes shiall be carried out in the following manner

fa} With regard to produce meant for 10cal consumption :
officials of the forestry, wildlife and fisheries services shall
issue assessment notices and the fees or taxes shall be paid
into the Treasury.

(H) With regard to export produce : customs officials shall
issue assessment notices after checking to sec thatinforma-
tion on the export declaration (D6) agrees with the specifi-
cations astablished by officials of the <rrvices in charge of
forests, wildlife and fisheres, The export duties and taxes
shall he paid into the Treasury,

(2) The assessment notices provided for in sub-section |
aboye shall be enforeeable.

(3) Forestry, wildlife and fisheries officials shall receive
allowances in respect of the aperations eited in sub-=section
! above, under conditions to be determined by decree.

12. (1) The services in charge of forests and wildlife shall
carry out cantrol missions and prosecute in matters eoncer-
ning forest exploitation and hunting,



For this purpose, forestry officials, in the exercise of their
duties, shall wear uniforrms with badges showing their ranks,
carry hirearms and amrmunilions and be subject 1o a paramni-
litary type of organization and discipline in accordance with
the rules laid down by deeree.

(2) However, under ¢crtain cspecial siréumastances they
may carry out their duties in plain clothes,

{3) In any case, they must carry their professional can’,

PART U
Forests,

CHAPTER |
State Forests

13, (1) Srate forests shall be thuse that form part of the
private property of the State,

(<} The following shall be considered State forests :

- iritegral nature reserves;
- national parks;

~ sancluaries for certain wild animals or plant species;

H

garnL Masgrves,

praduction forcsts;

H

protection forests;

H

recreation forests:

-« forest plantations:



zoologival and botanical gardens.
game ranches belonging to the State.

14, (1) The copstitution of a forest into any of the cate-
gories referred to insecton 13 (2) above shall he done in au-
vordunce with a procedure fixed by decree,

(2) The decree to constituie a Stare farect chiail epecify in
which ol the categories it has been placed. Furthermaore, it
shall indicate the manner of resource managenwent, the res-
I‘I'il.'leIIS and the customary righls applicable within the sald
tarests,

I‘S. State forests shall cover 200 of the twtal ana of the
mationad wrrtory,

16 The services in eharge of forsets and wildlife shall draw
up a management plan for cach State forest and each natio-
nal park, under the conditions fixed by decree,

. 7. The protection of the forest estate shall be governed
by the provisions of Law Mo, 8O-22 of 4 July 19800 repress
infringements on landed property and State lands.

CHAPTER 1
Forgsts belonging 1o local councils and private persons.

18. A forest shall belong te a local council if it was consti-
tuted by decree for the benefit of the local council or was
planted by the council,

9. Private forests shall be forests planted by individual
persens on lands owned in compliance with the regulations
in force.



20, Local council and private foreste shall remain the
property of their owners @ Provided that the utidization and
enjoyment of ownership rights attached to such forests shall
comply with the rues laid down by regulations,

UHAPTER 1)
Commerngd forests,

2o Communal Torests shal) be such forests as are not
velerred 1o in Sections 13, 18 and 19 ahove.

(2) Farest nraduce of all kinds {ound in them, with the
exception-of produce from trecs planted by private indivi-
duals ar locul councils, shall be the property of the State.

(3} However, citizens shall be dllowed exploitation righits
under conditions laid down by decree,

22, When necessary, sestrictions concerning communal
tarsts, cspacially the regulating of bush fcs, and clearing,
grazing, pasturing, felling, lopping and muijlation of protec-
ted specics as well as the Ist of the safd species may be enac-
ted by order of the Minister in charge of forests,

CHAPTER 1V

Pricestaeretary Farest survey and exploftation.

23.(1) The exploitution of any torest zone shall be sub-
Ject 1o a pnor inventory of the zone,



(2) Where any one other than the Administration wishes to
carry out a forest survey, he shall first seek a permit from
the Administration in charge of forests, The survey permit
shall be subject to the payment of a fes fixed by the Finan-
ce Law.

(3) 1 the reenlte of the eurvay are communieated to any
natural person or corporate body, the latter shall pay the
fee provided for in sub=section (2) above,

(4) The condltlans of application of s section shall he
determined by decree,

24, (1) The total forest area that may be granted to any
one exploiter shall depend on the existing or planned indus-
reial installations. It shall not exceed 200,000 ha.

(2) The seauisition of majority shares or the creation of a
forest exploitation company by a forest exploiter holding a
licence with the intention of exploiting 4 total area of more
than 200,000 ha shall be forbidden.

45, Forests shall be exploited either under State manage-
ment, or under licence, or by the sale of standing volume ar
under a felling permit or authorization granted to companies
orindividuals, under conditions to be determined by decree.

26, (1) State forests shall be exploited under S:ate mana-
gement, under the supervision of the Administration in
charge of forests or by the sale of standing volume : Provided
that a State ferest may be granted for exploitation to a Go-
vernmenial corporation, sr to a company in which Govern-
ment has at least 51 % of the capitdl.

(2) In any case, the exploitation shall be carried out in
conformity with the management plan drawn up for the [o-
rest in question.



27, (1) Communal forests shall be exploitzed either by the
sale of standing volume or by the grant of licences to Govern-
meat eorporations | scidgovernmentsl veipuradons of ap-
proved private forest exploiters or, exceptionally, under
State management,

(2) The grant of forest exploitation rights shall be subject
to the procedure laid down by decree.

28. Licences shall be granted for a rencwable period of {lve
years. They shall be renewed according to asimplified proce-
dure taid down by decroe,

29. Any licence covering a surface area which does not
exceed 25,000 hectares shall be granted only to nationals
acting individually or grouped into a company,

{2} However. foreign exploiters may he authnrized 10 apply
for adjacent areas less than or equal to 25,000 hectares for
the purpose of extending thair existing concessions.

30. {1} Any exploitation by a private individual or 4
company shall be regulated hy rontract epecifications eacn-
prising general and specific ¢lauses. 1 the exploitation is car-
rivd out under licence, the contract specilications shall in-
clude a ¢lause relating to contributions to the exetution of
sacio-econemic infrastruchuces.

{2) The general clauses shall deal witly all the techrical
conditions governing the exploitation of the forest produce
in suestion.

(3) The specific elauses shall deal with the finance char-
ges as well as the obligations of the holder of the exploita-
tion rights in respect of industrial installations.

31. {1) The finance charges referred ta in Section 3Q shall
comprise

- the regeneration fees:

~ the territorial tax:

- acontnbution to forestry development;,

— the selling price {(received Dy the State) of the forest
produce ;



— the contribution to the execution af socio=conomic
infrasiructures,

(2) The rates of the above-mentiongd taxes and fees shall
be fixed by the Finance Law.

32, (1) The territorial tax shall accrue entirely to the Spe-
cial Council Suport Fund { FEICOM),

{23 The regeneration fee shall accrue to the State body
responsible for forest regeneration,

(3) The selling price of forest produce shall be apportio-
ned in the following manner :

— A0 % to the State budget;

- 25 % to the State body in charge of forest inventory;

- $5 % to the State body in ¢hacge of {orest regenera:
tion.

(4) The contribution to forestry development whose rate
is fixed by Finance Law shall be apportioned.in the follo-
wing mannet :

- 40 % for forest equipment and control;
- 35 % for the management of forests;
- 25 % for the prometion of wood.

(33 The contribudon to the eaccution of socioweonomic
infrastructures whose rate is [ixed by the Finance Law shail

accrue entirely to the local councils coneerned for the same
purpose in the area of exploitation. Tt shall not be used for
any nther parpose.

3. Irrespective of the fiscal provisions applicable to him,
no forest exploiter, exporter of forest produce or industria-
tist may be excmpted fronr the payment of the selling price
of forest produce and the regeneration fec or tax.



34, Lvery natural person or corporate body wishing to
exploit a forest under lwenes or by sale of standing volume
ehall seck approval according to the procedure lawd down by
degrey,

3541 Forest exploitation licences may only be granted
10 natural persons resident in Cameroon or to companies
wilose registered oftices are in Cameroon and their compast-
Hon o known o tie Administration in cliarge of forests.

(2) The grantmg of each licence or authorization 10 scll
standing volume stultl entail thie payiment of an approvat fee,
the rate of which shall be [ixgd by the Finance Law,

30, (1) The gramd, reaewal or Lransfer of a forest axploita
tian mght chall ba sabiest te the depacition of a sreurity des
posit of an umaunt to be fixed by the Finance Law,

(2) In the case of pationals or companies in which the
Stute or nationals hold at least 51 % of the capital, the secu-
nty deposit coutd be a bank guaraniee.

(3) I wther cases. the security deposit shall be [urnished
by u payment to the Freanury,

(4) The comditions goveming the applicution ol this sec-
tion shall he deternnined by decree,

30 The sale a5 well os the leasing of {orest exploitation
rights shall be Torbidden.

{2y The transfer of Torest exploitation rights 2 well as
any acquisitions or transfer of shares in a forest exploitation
company shall be subject to the prior authorization of the
Administeation in charge ol forests,



(3) Thie conditions of applicativn of this section shall be
determined by decree,

38. The translee of a licence shall be subject to the pay-
Tant of a fee, the rate of which shall be fixed by the Finance
Ay

39. (1) All forest explioitation licences, sales of standing
valume, permits or authorizations to ¢ut poles, firgwood
and woud o chizrewal shatl cunfer on their hulde:s over the
area conceded the exclusive right to collect the produce des-
erived in the exploitation right (or 4 specific period, but
confer no right of ownership over the corresponding land,

Furthermore, the holder may not prevent the exploita-
tion of produce that is cellected in the traditional manner,

(2} The collecting of seeds, roots, leaves, exudate, barks
and any other parts of plants shall be governed by regulations.

40. (1) The Administration in charge of forests may mark
as reserved any tree which it considers necessary in an area
granted unde dicence fon eaplvitation,

{2y Similarly, it may mark trees necessary for the execu-
ton uf works in the public intercst,

41. The exploitation rights issued up till the entry into
fuu:l.: ©f the present law shall remain valid, subject to the
provisiuns of Section 28 above.



CHAFPTER V

Use of deift timber washed ashare on the Atlantic coast.

42, Deift timber without appdrent local marks, found
along the Atlantic Coast, may be recovered by any natural
person or corporate body. according to the procedure deter-
mined by decree and subject to the pavment of a fee, the
amount of which shall be fixed by the Finance Law,

CHAPTER V|

Prometion and marketing of rimber and forest produce.

43. The export of logs shall, in accordance with the con-
gitions laid duwn by decres, be reserved to nationals acting
individually or grouped into companies who hold a lorest
exploitation right or to any other explariter who holds 4 Corest
exploitation right and has a local wood processing industry.

44. The export quotas for the various types of forest pro-
duce whether processed or not shall he fixes! by the Admi-
mistration i wharge of Ioress,

43, Other measures to pramste the use of unknown and

lesser Known species ol timber and otler forest praduce shall
be determindd iy decree,



PART 1l

Weldiife.

CHAPTER |
Lxercive of hunting rights,

46, (1) Any attemp to pursue, kill orcapture a wild animal
of 1o guide expeditions for that purpose shall constitute acts
of hunting.
| ](2} The same shall apply to commercial photography and

innng.

47~ Traditional hunting is avthorized throughout the
wational territory, except in areas protected for wildlife con-
servation. The conditions under which it may be carried out
shall be fixed by decree.

A%, &M acts of hunting other than the case provided for in
Sectian 47 above shail be subject to the grant of a permit or
lizenen,

49, Fees shall be payable {or permits or licances granted,
the rates of such fees shall e fixed by the Finance Law.

50. The rights and obligations resulting from the grant of
permits or licences as well as the conditions {or their grant
shall be detetmined by decree.

§1{. Permits and licences shall be personal and non-trans-
ferable, only one hunling permit may be issued to the same
persan in the course of one hunting season,

52. Huating permils may be issued only to persons who
have complied with the regulations in force concerning the
possession of {irearms.



331 The killing. capture or keeping in captivity of cer-
tain animals shall be subject to the payment of fees, the
amount of which shali be Jized Uy e Finance Law,

(23 The hist of such animals shall be fixed by the Adminis
tration i charge of wildlife,

54, (1) Cestain specially defined zones may be declared as
zones of cynepetic interest by the Administration in charge
af wildltfe after consulting the Administration in charge of
forests. Such zones may be exploited either by the Adminis-
tration or by any oiher natural person ar coporate body in
accordance with the conditions fixed by decree. for 2
tenewable periad of five years. The exploitation of such a
zone shall be subject 1o specifications, the elauses of which
shiall by deflined Ly the Adminisiradon in charge of wildlife.

(2) The Administration in charge of wildlife may autho-
rize the practice of the hunting guide profession in unclassic
fied areas Wn accordance with the conditions determined by
Jeuvrew.

§5. Hunting within a zone of cynegetic interest shall be
subject 1o the payment of 3 daily fee, the amount ol which
shall be ixed by the Finanee Law.

6. Persons who hold unting permits aid wlo have paid
Lhe presenbed taxes may freely dispose of the meat and 1io-
phies of ammals lawlully kied by them @ Provided that
they shall take all necessaly measures (0 ensure that no meat
i abandaned m the bush,

7. (1) Trophies shall mean tugks, carcasses, skullsor testh
of animals ar of carnivorae, tails of elephants o giraffes,
sking. hoofs oy paws, homs and feathers.

(2) The keeping of and traftic in trophies of protected anis
mals shall be subject to their prior formal registration and
marking by the Administration in charge of wildlife.



(3) Holders of trophies acquired prior to the date of enact-
ment of this law shall be allowed one year within which to
have thelr trophics reeistersd and marked by the Adiminis-
tration in ¢harge of wildlife. Beyond this time-imit, any
trophies that do not comply with the provisions of this sub-
section shall be confiscated and shall thereaflter became State
propecty.

38, (17 Any person keeping the meat of a protected anj-
mal or its unmarked hides and skins or trophies shall pre-
sent his hunting or capture permit on demand.

(2) The keeping in captivity of and traffic in live or dead
protected animaly, thelr hides and sking or trophies within
the national territory shall be subject to the obtention of a
certificate of origin issued by the Administration in charge
of wildlife.

(3} The certificate of origin shall specify the chagacieris-
tics of the animals and the registration number of the tro-
phies to enable the identification of animal produes in cir-
culation. _

(4) The export of wildanimals, their hides and skins of
trophies shall be subject to the obtention of 4 certificate of
origin and an export permit issued by the Administration in

charge of wildlife.

59. The capture of wild dnimals shall be subject to the
obtention of 2 permit in accordance with the canditions
{ixed by decree and subject to the payment of fees, the rates
of which shall be fixed by the Finan¢e Law.

60. The management of game ranches shall be carried
aut by the State : Pravided that they may be entrusted to
specialized bodies or private persons under condiions detet-
mined by de,ree.

61. Buffer zones shall be created around a!'l arofected
areas in aveordance with the conditions Jetermined by de-
ceee. Hunting siall be prohibited In such zonss a3 la tie pro-

tecled areas.



B2 The pravtive of the huntar guide profession in the 2ohes
af Cymegulic interest or i the open areas shall be salject 1o
the obitention of a peomic i acegrdance with conditions des
Lermined Py decree ond subjent 1w the payment of fevs, the
rutes of which shall be fixed by the Finance Law.

CUAPTER i

Protection of pertanc pud proparty againet animals.

63. In cases where certain animals constitute a danger or
cause damage, the Administration in charge of wildlife may
undertake game control under the conditions deierinined
by decrae,

S, {43 Mo person may b charged with any breach of
hunting regulations as concemns protected animals if he was
compelled to act in tus immediate self-defence orin the de-
fence of another person, his own livestock or his own crops.

(2) Proof of legitimate defence ghall be supplied within

71 hours 1o the person in charge of the nearsst wildhife ser-
vice.

85, The trophies resulting from activities referred 1o o
Seation €4 hereabove shall be deposited with the Adminis-
cration in charge of wildlife. The said Administration shal)
gell them by pulblic auction or by agreement in the absence
of a hidder and the revenue shall be paid into the Treasury



LCHAPTER 111
Hanting arm,

66. Hunting carried out using the following weapons shall
be prohtbited :

- War arms of srnmunifion whieh were or are part of the
standard of the national armed or police forces;

- firearms capable of firing more than ane cartridge with
one press on the trigger;

- prajectiles containing explosives.

67, The Administration in charge of wildlife may regulate
the calibre or type of arms for hunting certain animals. [t
may also prohibit the use of certain types of 8rms or ammu-
aition if the need 1o protect wildlife so requires,

&8, Duly licensed and regisiered cynegetic tourist enter-
prises may, under conditionsy deterrained by decree, ssue
their clients hunting arms of the type authorized by their
hunting permits. In this case, the enterprise shall be civilly
liable for any damage caused ar offences commitied by its
clients, without prejudice to legal proceedings wich may be
taken against the client Aimself,

CHAFTER 1V
FProtection of wildlife and the environmeni.
69, (1) All species of animals living in the national territo-

ry shall, for the purpote of their protection, be classified into
three classes t AL B and C.



13) The species of class A shall be tatally protected and
fitay on o oteasion be killed except as provided for in see
tion G4 (1) Provided el exploitation shiall be subject
to the oblention of 3 capture permit issucd by the Adminis-
Sravton ia charge ol forests and wildlife.

The species of class I shali be partially protecied. They
fray be huontes, captured of kdled subject to the obtoation
of the appropriate parmit.

Tha species of class C may not be accorded any protaction,
However, their hunting shall he regulated,

(3) The species of animals found in national parks, game
reserves and sanctuaries shall be protected as class A animals
except tiie needs of management diclate orwise,

{4) The cenditions of application of this Section shall be
determined by decrce.

70, The hunting of certain animals may be tempacanly
¢losed in all or part of the naticnal terntory by the Adnnis-
tratinn in charge of wildlifs

710 Any person found at any time or anywherein posses-
sion ef a live or dead class A or B animal or part thereof shall
be presumed to have captured or killed it,

72. Unless specially authorized by the Administration In
charge of wilolife, the following shall be prohibited :

I. the pursuit, approach to of shooting of game in mo-
lor vehicles or machines;

2. hunting at aight, especially with search lamps, head-
lamps or in genaral with any lighting equipment whether de-
signed Tor cyncgetic purposes or not:



3. hunting with drugs, poisoned bait, tranquilizer guns
or explosives;

4, hunting with non-traditional equipment;

5. hunting with the use of fire;

6. the importation, sale and circulation of hunting
lamps;

7. hunting with fixced guns and dane guns,

73. Any hunting practice, whether traditional or not,
which endangers the conservation of cettain rare or useful
animals may be prohibited or regulated by the Administra-
tion in charge of wildlife,

74, (1) The introduction into the national terrntory of
any plapt pr live or dead wild animal shall be subject to an
authorization issued by the Administration in charge of fo-
rests or wildlife depending on the case, on the presentation
of a certificate of origin, an authorization to export, and a
phytosanitary or veterinary certificate issued by a competent
bady of the country of origin,

(2) The exportation {rom the national territory of all
plants or af live or dead wild animals shall be subject to the
presentation of the certificates mentioned above, issued by
the competent authonty.

75. Tt shail be forbidden to light a fire voluntanly or in-
voluntarily that could destroy the environment. Any such
fire shall be controlled to avoid the destruction of the envi-
ronment, The conditions of application of the present Sce-
tion shall be determined by regulations.



76, (1} Al human activities tending to deg.. e the envl
conment such as the unauthorized fetiing of trees in zones
likely 1o be invaded by the desert oy subject to flooding shail
be forbidden,

(2} The movement arstraying of domestic animals orcatele
in protécted areas or in bulier zones shall be forbidden.

77, (1) The destruction of the environment within a dis-
tance of 30 metres on cither side of 2 water course of within
e radius of 100 mtirey sround a water sovree shall be {or

bidden.

(2} Exploitation rights along water courses shall be gover-
ned by regulations,

PART 1V
Fisheries,

CHAPTER !

Definitions.

78. Fishery resources shall mean all piscine forms in the
marine, estuarine and fresh water environments, including
sedentary animals in these envitonments which at the time
of their capture or harvest are either fixed to the substrate
in a public waterway or coastland or are incapable of moving
around without coming in contact with the bottom of the
aguatic environment in marine, estuarine, fresh water or amy
agquacultural establishment.

79. (1} Fishing shall be the act of capturing or of harves-
ting any fshery resource, of any activity that may reasonadbly



pe supposed to lead to the harvest, picking or capturing of
fishery resources, including all activities conngeted with the
proper mancgement and wee of the aquatic environment
with a view to protecting the animal species therein by the
total or partial control of their life eycle.

(7 Thera are the follnwing typas of fiching operatione,
depending on the means used to obtain fishery resources :

— traditional or small-scale fishing;
- ?pogt fishing,

— fishing for scientific purposes;
- semi~industrial fishing;

— industrial fishing;

- sea farming:

— fish farming.

{3) These different types of fishing shall be defined and
regulated by decree.

80, A fishing vessel shall be any boat, no matter ifs size,
that is used in activities connccted with fisheries.

81. Fishing gear shall refer to tools, implements or applian-
ces usad in fishing operations,

82. Mesh size shall be defined in relationship to the bag
of a net to mean the dimension of one of the vpen spaces
between the cords of a net taken or measured at the S0th
space of wet and out-stretched nel, or any dimension of a
consecutive S0th space of the nct measured when the net is
uptder normal pressure, wet and stretehed out.

83. Within the meaning of the present law ¢



fa} Fish processing estuplishen.,.. ..

shall combrise
(1) Fishmongering installations which prepare fishery pro-
ducts (sorting, washing, weighing, icing);

(2) Freexing establishmenrs which preserve fish by means
of freezing or simply store frozen products;

(3) Smoking houses ar workshops which smoke fish and
fishery producty using wood or by-produsts of wood,

(4) Orying workshops which dehydrate fishery praducts
through the direct action of heat produced by solar energy
ar same other source

(8) Salting sworkshops which process fishery products by
using exclusively sea salt or its substituces.

(b) Storage and sales establisheniedts

shall comprise »

{1) Cold stores or premises equipped for the storin ng ©
products ot a temperature of at least minus 20° € (- 20 C)

() Fish shops where fishery products are stored for sale
by retail ta the public.

{c} Means of tranxportation

shall compyise -

(1) Bsothermic vehicles which include cars, wagons or con-
tainers, eto. whose walls are made air tight to prevent any
exchange of temperature helween the interior of the vehicle
and the outside.



(2) Refrigerated rehivies which mean vehicles equipped
with an autonomaous compressor to maintain a ¢old caviron-
ment within thw said vehicle,

B4. The technieal norms of and the conditions of hygiene
in the installations listed in Section 83 shall be detennined
by decrec,

CHAPTER (I

Exervise of [isfiing rights,

XS, The right to Tish walerways and coastlands shall belong
(o 1he State @ Provided i fishing shadl be eareied oue e
Jor cotdinions to I delermined by deree.

86, (1) The right to carry cut industrial fishing shall be
subject {o the obtention of a fishing licence, and for the
other forms of fishing, except traditional or small-scale
fishing — the participant shall have a fishing permit.

(2) Any person who wishes to fish small shrimps or cray-
fish (Palaenon hastatus and Pellonula vorax) shall first

obtain a special authorization granted under conditions to
be determined by decree,

87 Fishing licences shdll be of three (3) types

- the lizenee to eateh fish g
- the licence to fish for shrimps and other ¢rustaceans ;

-~ the licence to fish for tunug,
R%. Fishing permits shall be of three (3) types ©

Pecnit A — the permit for semi-industrial {ishing ;
Parmit B — the permit for sport fishing;

Permit C - the permit for fisheries research,



83 (1) The issuing of a fishing itcence or persmit shall be
subject to the payment of an exploitation tax, the rate of
which shall be fixed by the Finapce Law,

{2) The said tax shall also be paid on the occasion of the
renewal of the said licences o permits.

90. The condiions under which fishing licences and
permits are issued shail be determined by decree.

@1, Any fishing licence or permit shall be preseated at
any time to the competent authonties on demand.

93 Fishing licences may only be issued {0 petsons 1esi-
dent in Cameroon or to companies whose head office is
located in Cameéroen, and whose composition is Xnown by
the Adminisiration in charge of fisherics,

97, (1Y Any natural persan or carparate hody wishing ta
exploit fishery resources for commercial or industrial
purposes shall Tirst apply fora licence or permit in accordance
with the nracedurs to be determined by degree.

(23 The lssuing of the fishing licence or permit shall be
mbiect 1o e payment of an explobiation tek, the mie
of which shall be fixed by the Finance Law,

94. (1) The sale or iease of fishery exploitation rights
shall be forbidden,

(2) The transfer of o fishing licence or permit shall be
subject to the appraval of the Administralion in charge
of figheries and e pavment oF o 4% e 1ase of dhic shall
be fixed by the Finanee Law.

(2} The conditions of application of this Section shall
be determined by decree.



95 Irrespective of the Miscal provisions applicable to him,
no exploiter of lishery resources and no exporter or processoer
of fishery producty shnll be cxtmpted Nom e payment of

fisling taxgs,
96, All fishermen and fishing companies shall declare

theair eateheg it aceordance with the conditions lmd dewn
hy the Administration in charge of fisheries.

CHAPTER 11

Management and conservation of fishery rescurces,

97 Prohibitions may be placed on the right to fish in
order

~ to protect aquatic fauna, the aquatic environment and
traditional fishery operations,

- to maintain fish production at an acceptable Jevel,

98, The {ollowing shall be forbidden ¢

fa) 1ie use of trawlers or fishing vessels equipped with
trawling gear within a 2 nautical mile zone

(b) the use, for any type of fishing, of any material
likely 1@ obstruve the mesh of nets o having the eflect of
reducing their selective action, Futlhiermore, no accessory



¢cquipment may be placed a1 the interior of fishing nets.
Protective devices may be permitted if such deviers have 4
dimension of more than two times that of the authorijzed

mf:s_h. and are placed on the upper part of the net and not
behind the net

{c) the wse [or hishing of any diving suit equipped with
4 respirator

fd} the presenge on toard 2 fishing vessel of respiratory
Cquipment such as a diving suit, of a hicpoan or of 3 danga-

rous fishing weapon, except 5 a safety precaution:
caution; '

le) e use for fishing of explosives, chemicals, Foisons ar
other naxious substances: electrical currents or headlamos,
fire-arms, light or automatic traps or .any other devices likely
to destroy aquatic fauna and the aquatic environment;

{17 the constenetion of dams, embankinengs, large c‘na:mr;'is
or port facilities without the prior approval of the Adminis-
tration in choarge of Yislieries

fe/ the pouring of discharzing into the aquatic environment
ol toxiy or nexicus materials such as industrial, agricultueal
or domestic wustes and poilutants (pesticides, Tertilizers,
sediments, detergents, ete)

(hd the destruction of the environmvat withia o distanee
ot 50 metees along a waer course, or over a radius of 100
metres around its seurees

Lty prevsener on boaed o Tishing vessel gl any Fishing
neiss whose mesh sizes do nag canfann o prescribed stan-
ditrds :



() the presence on board a fishing vessel of any destru-
tive devices or of substances that are capable of stwaning
nedisalling fish, ag well as any other materials and devices
capable of reducing ar obstructing the meshes of fishing
nets,

(1) the export of any fishery resource without the prior
approval of the Administration in charge of fisheries;

({7 the introduction into Cameroon of foreign living
fishery resourses

(i} the capture; sale or possession of any fishery resources
appearing on a prohubition list established by the Adminis-
tration in charge of fisheries:

{n) fishing in closed areas forbidden by the Administra.
tion in ¢harge of fisheries ,

99.  Exemptions may be made to the provisions of
section 98 by the Administration in charge of fisheries,

(08, Mo fishing vessel whaose tonnage excesds 230 tannes
may fish in Cameroun territoctal waters. In public water-
ways, the tatal weight of [ishing vessels may not exceed 10
tonnes,

101‘. The Administration in charge of fisheres shall
establish for both marine and inland waters the characte-
ristics of permissible fishing nets.

102, The permissible mesh size for the different types
of nets shall Le established by e Administration in charge
of fisherics.



CHAFTER 1V

Sea farming and fish farming:

103, No acquacultural establishment may be construcied
without the issut of a ptrmit by the Administrationin charge
of (sheries, The conditions (or issuing any suri permit
shall be determined by decree. Uhe issue of the permit
shall be subiect to the payment of a tax, the rate of which
shall be fixed by the Finance Law.

104. The construetion perrmit may tay down restrictions
1o ensure the conservation, e proper management. and
the optimum exploitation of fishery resources, Such resrice
trions may concern, in particular :

the Jayout and the characteristics of construction
mManeeMent

the control of the quality of the products and health
conditions.

TOS. The administration in ctureee of Gsivies shiall be
responsible Tor the numing of tish statfons and fish Dreed-
i ventres in the pubiic watervayys ind coastiands,

CHAPTER ¥

fnsreflation of fish
Processing establishuments.

106. The creation of a fishmonger's store, a frozen
products plant, o processing workshop {{or smoking, deying
or salting) & canning factory or a fish shop shall be subject
to the obtention of a certificate iseued in accordance with
conditions to be determined by decree, without prejudice
to ather vonditions concerning the control of classified esta-
Mishiments. The issue of the sald certificate shall be subject

to the payment of a tax the rate of which shall be fixed
by the Finance Law,



107 Establishments Tor the exploitation of fishery
products shall be classified according to their size and type
by the Administration in chargs of fishenes and the tax
referred to in section 106 above shall be caleulated ac-
cotdingly,

10%. The opening to the public of any establishment of
the type referred to in Section 106 above shall be subject
to the obtention of a certificate of conformity issued in
accordance with the conditions 1o be determined by dectee,

CHAPTER VI

Sanitary inspection and control of fishery produets,

109, It shall be forbidden ta expose, prepare, distribute,
stare or transport for sale any fishery products that have
not been subject to sanitary inspection,

This inspection which may be carried out anywhere
and at any time shall be subject to the payment of a tax, the
rate of which shall be fixed by the Finance Law.

110, Fishery praducts shall be subjected to sanitary inspec-
Lion :

— to ensure that the official nomenclature set out fof
aomunercisl species I§ respected;

- 30 ensure that the minimum marketable size of edible
species is respected;

—~ ensure that the products are not from prohibited fish-
ing zones;

~ 0 ensure that the products landed are proper for con-
sumption,

Quality norms shall be determined by decree,



CHAPTER VI

Packaging and 1ransporiation
of fishery produces.

P Fishery products shall be packedin preseribed contai-
ners.

(12 The transport by road or by rafiway of fighery pro-
duets shall be in veliicles built 1o couform to norms 1aid
down by decree.

113, Yehicles for use in transporting fishery products shall
be certificated belote they are used for such purpases. The
certification shall comply with conditions laid down by
decree and shall be subject to the payment of a tax, the rate
of which shall be {ixed by the Finance Law,

PART V¥V
Prosecution of offences.

CHAPTER 1
Prosecution procedure.

L4, (1) Without prejudice to the prerogatives of the Public
Prosecutor, swom officials of the Administration in charge
of forests, wildlife and fisheries shall be responsible, in the
interest of the State, local councils ar private individuals for

the recording and prosecution of offences relating to forests,
wildlife and fisheres,

(2} The officials referred to in Subsection ! atove shall
take oath beforg the competent court at the request uf the
services concerned,



115, (1) The swomn officials referrcd 1o in Section 114

above and sworn officials of the Merchant Marine shall be
judicial pollce officers wlih spectal jurisiction.

{2) Notwithstanding the action of cruployess referred (o

in Section 114 above, judicial police officers with gencral
jurigdiction shall remain sompetont to record breaches of
forestry, wildlife and fisheries legislation,

116, (1) Sworn officials of the Administration in charge
of forests, wildlife and fishories and of the Merchant Marine
and judicial police officers with general jurisdiction shall
seize prodicts collected without authornzation and the
objects that were used for the commission of the offence
and write a roport thereon,

(2} They shall question and immediately identify any
offender in flagrante delicto.

(33 They may, in the exarcise of their duties

- requisition in the Police and Gendarmerie for purposes
of search and svipure of produce fraudulently exploited.
or circulated or of securing the identity of the offeader;

- search trains, vessels, vehicles, aireraft or any other
means capalile of transporting the said produce;

«oenter inte houses by day, g case of Nagrante delicto, in
order to carry out their dutivs,

. exereise the right to pursue oftenders;

(4) In the exercise of their duties, they shall be in possus-
sipn of thelr professional card.

P17 (1) The officials referred to in Section 116 above
shall immediately rforward hgir reporls w the appropriate

person in ehargs of their respective services,



(2) The gesson to wham the report is sent may require
the offender to pay a security depasit against a ceceipt, The
gecurity deposit shall be xed tgking intw cunsideration the
gravity of the offence recordered and according to 4 scale
determined by the compstent service,

The seenrity drpocit reeeived shall be paid into the nearest
Treasury within 48 hours. The amount received as security
shall, a3 of nght, be used in covering any fines and the charges
Offlhc court; but in case of acquittal the court shall arder its
refund.

(3) Perishiable produce seized shall be immediately sold
by public auclion or private contract in the absence of a
successful bidder and the proceeds of 1he sale shall be paid
it the Treasury within 48 houts in representation of the
said produce.

118. For any sale carried out by public auction or private
contract, 12 % in addition to the sales price shall be collected.
The additional amount collected shall be pald as rebate o
the officials of the cotnpetent service under the conditions
to be determined by decree.

119. (1) The custady of ahjects saized shall be entrusted
to the service that seized them, the head of the Adminis-
trative Unit concerned or the nearest pound,

(2) No proceedings may be taken against the sworn off3-
zial who undertook the seizure ar against the Administra-

tion if the state of the equipment or the domestic animal
seized deteriorates,

120. (1) A breach of forestyy and wildlife regulations may
be compounded under the conditions laid down by decree,

_ (2) The compounding of an offence before final judgment
s d2vered shail put an end to progecntion,



(3} Where the offence is compounded and the offender
has paid a scourity deposit, an adjustment shall be immedia-
lely made between the amount ¢f the deposit and that of
the compounding fee,

(4) IT the process of compounding does not succeed, the
official in charge of the service concermned shall forword the
report within 48 hours to the Legal Department.

(5) The produce seized shall be confiscated and sold, with
the excepticen of arms and ammunitions. by public auction
by the competent service or by private contractin the absence
of successful bidders and the proceeds therefrom shall be
paid into the Treasury.

{6) In the case of any of the offences mentioned in Section
128 below, in the case of an offence committed with a fire-
arm disposed of or in the case of underwater fishing carried
out with a fire-arm, the arms and any objects used for the
ecmmission of the offences shall be confiseated as of right
and treated as indicated in the preceding subsection.

121, Without prejudice to the Public Prosecutor's right
of prosecution, court action may be initiated by the service
voncerncd as the civil party to the proceedings.

it shull, in that respect: be empowered

al Governnwnt expenge to bring any offvnder befure
Jie competent court;

- o submit any written statement and submissions and
make any observations which it finds necessary to protect
its interests: ite representatives, in uniform and without ¢aps,
shall be associated to the State Counsel; they shall neither

be refused the right 1o spesk nor be prevented {romso doing,

- to file appeals a5 provided by law in accordance with
ordinary criminal procedure. Such appeals shall bave the
same effect as those lodged by the Legal Department.



122, The competent court may order the confiscation of
fotest  produce, cguipment ar doamestic animals seized. lo
such & cass, the arms shall be handed to the head of the admi-
nistrative unit conderned. Forestey praduce, vehicles, boats,
equipmant et damestic animals shall be sold by public auction
or private contract in the absence of successful bidders, The
procesde nf the gale ehall b psid intn the Tregeney wirhin
a8 hours,

123, For cases not provided {or in this Chapter, the com-
mon rules of eriminal procedure shall remain applicatle,

CHAPTER 1§
Uffences and penaliies.

124. The penalty of a fine of (rom 4,000 to 25,000 francs
or imprisonment for {rom 3 to 10 days or both such fine
and imprisonment shall be imposed on any person who !

~ does not comply with the provisions regarding the exer-
cise of the right or ownership over forests or aguacultural

establishments belenging to him;

~ 1% 0 possession of arms within arcas where hunting is
forbidaen:

~ trespasses within prohibited arcas;

~ provokes animals while on 2 visit to a game reseove oF
100,

~ transports forest produce without waybills,



- does not mark boundaries of his forest exploitatiom
levncy and the felling plan;

— refuses to comply with the orders of the competent
servics:

— contravenes Sections 86 (2), 91, 103, 104, 11! and 13
of this law,

- [ishes withoul promission in an agquacultial establish-
ment betonging to the State or to a council,

125, (1) Whoever shall infringe the provisions of Sections
448,81, 5T and SR Berrinahove chall be punished with an

imprisonment for from 10 days to 1 month or a fine of
from 25,000 francs to 100,000 francs or with both such im-
prisonment and fine,

(2) The same penalties shall be Imposed on whoever :

- comrmits a breach of the offivial work norms regarding
the exploitation of secondary lorest produce §

- hunts without & ljeence or permit or éxceeds the halling
limit
- contravenes the regulations on bush fires and the provi-
sions of Sections 86 (1), 92, 96, 98 (7. (g/, 4/, (0, (7/
and (nd, 101, 106 and 109 above.

126, The penally of an imprisonment for from 1 to 3
months or a fine of from 100,000 francs to 500,000 francs

or both such imprisonment and fine shall be imposed on
whoaver ;

e fraud}llantly uses, or counterfeits or destroys_marks.
marking hammers, boundary marks or posts utilized by
the Services in charge of forest and wildlife}

- Clears of provokes fire in protected or afforested areas
- cantravenes Sections 43 and 44 above;

- [ells protected trees without permission ;



= wQntravenes Sections 94 and 98 7o), (¢) (d) (o) and (1)
F this [, '

= vontinues to exploit a forest beyond the authorized
period without being able to prove that he has filed a
complete preseribed application for renewal with the
competent authonty.

127, The penalty of an imprisonment for from 3 months
to & months or a fine of from 500,000 to 1,000,000 francs
ar both such imprisonment and fine shall be imposed on
whoever contravenes  Seation 08 (a) (1), and fmh) ahove

128. The penalty of an imprisonment for from 3 montlhi
to 2 years or a (ine of from 500,000 francs to 2,000,000
jrancs or both such imprisonment and fine shall be imposed
on whoever |

~ contravenes Sections 30 and 37 of this law ;

~ {ulsifies or commits fraud in his field recording book;

— steals or receives forest produce or money realized
from daniv sale, kapt o bought felloving a fraadulent
operation ;

— Kills or captures protected animals either during periods
when hunating is viesed or in areas where hunting s
forbidden or closed

~ fells traes marked in reserve;

— carries out a fraudulent forest exploitation activity ;

— violates the provisions relating to the protection of
classified forests ;

~ vontinues to exploit a furest which las been declared
abundoned.



L2901 For holders ol vategory A und B (ishing permits,
and certain wstablishrents lor the exploitation of fishery
products desiznated by the administradon in ¢harge of
fisheries, the sunctions provided Tor in the above sections
sital] be reduecd by holt,

(2) Howaver, the sanctions shall be applicable in the case
of all contraventions of section 98 (/) and (1) above.

130, Any lishing offence committed by a foreipn vessel

srhall be purdished witha fine of from 5,000,000 to 10,000,000
rancs,

131. (1) The penalties provided fo o in Sections 124,
125, 126, 127, 128, 129 and |30 above shall be appli-
cable without prejudice to any confiscations, restitutions,
damages awarded and restoration of property.

() They shall be doubled :

~ in the case of a second offence or where the offence
was committed by sworn officials of the competent
services or by judicial polics officers having jurisdic-
tion or with their complicity, without prejudics 1o
administrative and disciplinary sanctions ;

o furlany hunting invelving the use of ¢hemlcals or
toxic products ;

- for any clearing within an integral nature reserve |

- for any violation of forest control gates ;

— in case of escape or refusal to pbey orders from offi
cials in charge of control.



132. Any delay in the payment of the forestey taxes or
fees shall, without prejudive to the sanctions stipalated by
this law, enteil the follewing pennlticy

-~ far 3 delay of more than 3 months, an increase of 10%:

- for a delay of more than é months, an increase of 20%;

- for a dalay of more than @ manths, an inerease of 50%:

— for a delay of more than 12 months, an increase of
100 %,

{33, Any infringement of the provisions of this law or its
instruments of application may lead to the suspension or, in
case ol asccond offenve, the withdrawal of the exploitation
fieht, the approval or (he suthorization to exploit. The con-
jnions of applivation of this Sectionshall be determined by

CUTEL,

134, Sentences 1o fines for breachies of this law may not
be suspended.,

PART VI
Miscellaneous provisiohs.

135, 11, during a prosecution for an offence, the accused
plegds a tight o ownerslitp or any other {lglu. the ourl
shall decide the matter aceording to the following rules :



An interfocutory plea shall only be allowad il it is found-
v either on an apparent title or on equivalent facts of
possession, and iF these legal grovnds are such as 1o nepative
the character of the offence attached to the facts which
gave rise to Yie Jegal proceedings.

Il the case is sent to the civil court, the judement shall
fix a period wich shall not exceed three months in which
the party must bring the case before the competent judges
and justify his action, failing which the plea shall be over-
ruled.

136, The issue of the duplicate of an exploitation right,
liwentee, permit or special authorization to exploit forestry,
wilillife and fishery resources shall be subject (o the pay.
mL‘Iﬁ[ of a fee, the rate of which shall be fixed by the Finan-
SR W

137. The proceeds of the exploitation tax and the sanita-
ry inspretion lax referred to in Sections 89 amd 109 above
shall be allotted as follows :

— 50% to the Treasury |
w S0% to e servige or body in charge of fisheries
development.
138, (1) The proceeds of fines, compeounding fees, dama-
ges and sate by public guction or private contract of produ-
ve and vurious objevts seized shall be allotied as follows

1) us regurds forests and wildlife :

— 25% to offivials of the Services in charge of forests
and wildlife ;

— 75 1o the Treasury.

2y in case of Nsheries @
e 35 10 the olficials of the administeation in charge
of fisheries and the sworn offivials of the Morchant
Marine who helped in the punishment of the offens

Les



- 40% 1o the service or body in charge of {isheries
developmant ;

~~ 35 %% 1o the Treasury.

{2y The conditions of distribution of the chates 1o the
effictals referred to aliove shall Le determined by devrea.

139, Al provisions previous to this law are hereby repeal
e, in partivalar ;

— Ordinanve No. 7318 0 22 May 1973 ;
w Law No. 74-12 o 16 July 1974 ;
= Law o, Fhd ol 2 July 19735,

(40, This faw shiall be registered and published in the
Official Guzette in French and Enelish,

Yaounde, 37 November 1981.

Ahmadou Ahidju,
Prevident of the Republie,



