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MARINE RESOURCES (SHARK CONSERVATION) REGULATIONS

2012

B ot KD

Sir Frederick Goodwin, KBE Queen’s Represeatative

Ordcr in Exccutive Councjl—
At Avaria, Rarotonga this / ?/K, day of &C&(&/ 2012
Present:
His Excellency the Queen’s Represeatative in Executive Council

Pursuant to Section 92 of the Marinc Resources Act 2005, His Excellency the
Queen's Representative acting on the advice and with the consent of the
Executive Council, makes the following regulations—
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Msarige Resources (Shark Conservation) Regulations 2012

Regulations

1 Title
Thesc reguiations are the Marine Resources (Shark Conscrvation)
Regulations 2012

2 Comuiencement
These regulations come into force on the day after the date on which thesc
regulations are made.

3 Interpretation

n 1n these regulations, unicess the context otherwise requires.—
Act mcans the Marine Resources Act 2005.

Shark or sharks meaus an animal commonly known as a shark. including
all elasmobranchs such as rays, skatcs or chimacras.

Fin means the fin or tail of a shark.

Wirce leader or trace wire rmeans a line. wire or leader with mctal content
used to connect a hook to a main, branch or other fishing line.

(2)  Anyterm or expression that is dcfined in thc Act and uscd, but not
defincd, in these regulations has the same meaning as in the Act.

Part 1
Sharks

4 Application of these regulations
(1)  These regulations apply to:
(a) all commercial fishing, including, but not limited to, cxploratory
fishing and designated fishery activities cairied out under
Sections 5 and 6 of the Act, and the transshipment of fish or fish
products in the teryitorial waters, contiguous zone, or exclusive
economic zonc of the Cook Islands;

(b) cvery Couk 1stands vesscl, fishing vesscl, or chartered fishing
vessel registered under the Ship Registration Act 2007 (as
amended) opcrating in the terriforial waters, contiguous zone, or
exclusive ecconomic zone of the Cook Eslands; and

(c)  any unlicensed or illegal commercial fishing or transshipment of
fish or fish products in the territorial waters, contiguous 2one. or
exclusive economic zonc of the Couk Islands.
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Prahibiied acts

No person may: _ ] .

(a) ¥ catch, capturc. target or otherwise intcotionally gngagc in fishing
(as that term is defincd in Scction 2 of the Act) for any shark;

(b)  rcmove the fins of, or otherwisc mutilate or injure, any shark; or

(c) chum for, or otherwisc sdd substances to the water 10 attract, any
shark.

[f any shark is caught or captured, it must be immediately released.
whetber dead or alive, whole with fins naturally attached. If the shark is
caught or captured alive, it must be relcased in the wanner that affords it
the greatest opportunity for survival. No shark, or any part of a shark,
may be retained cven if caught as bycatch.

No pcrson may possess, reccive, transfer, store, have on board, or
transship any shask, or any part of'a shark. For purposes of this
subscctien, there is a presumption that, if any shark or any part ef 2 shark
is found aboard a vesscl, the shark or shark part was posscssed or
transferred in violation of this subsection.

No person may posscss, sale. offer for sale, take, purchase, barter,

transport, export, import, trade or distribute shark, shark fins or any part of
a shark in the Cook Tslands.

Restrictions on wire lcaders o "
No vessel may possess, use or causc 1o be used as part of any ishing ge

a wirc Jeader or atracc wise for fishing (ss that terms defined m

Scction 2 of the Act).

Part 2
General and misccllancous provisions

Penalties o ) "
Where any provision of these regulations s contravencd or violated wit
respect 1o any vessel to which it applics. the master and owner of the
vessel commits an offence against these regulations and are jointly znd
scverally liable on summary conviction 16 a finc of not less than

$NZ 100.000 and not morc than SNZ 250,000.

Each shatk constitutes a scparatc offence. If the fins of a shark have been
removed, or a shark hes atherwisc been cut up, separeted or dismeinbered
In viotation of Scction 5 of these regulations, cach picce of the shark
constitutes a separate offence.

if the masicr of ewber of any vessel is found liable for committing sn
offence against any provision of thesc regulations for a second or
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subscquent occurTence, any license to conduct commercial fisbing or
iransshipment of fish or fish products must be revoked aad canccled
pursuant to Section 41 ofthe Act. In addition. any vessel involvedin a
violation of these regulations must be prohibited from operating in waters
within the jurisdiction of the Cook Islands.

8 Savings
All orders, licenses, permits, authorizations, agreements, or plans issued
under the Ship Registration Act 2007 or the Act before the
comnencement of these regulations, except insofar as they are
inconsistent these regulations, have cffect as though made or given
pursuant to the Ship Registration Act 2007, the Act or thesc regulations.

9 Severability
If any provision of thesc regulations or application of apy provision to any
person or circumstance should be held invalid by 2 court of competent
jurnisdiction, the remainder of these regulations or the application of its
provisions to persons or circumstances other than those to which it was
held invalid must not be affected thereby.

C_lerk of the Executive Council

These regulations ar¢ administered by the Ministry of inc Resourccs.
These regulations were made on the //}75‘0 day of L Clns M 2012




