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1976, No. 22 

An Act to restrict leases, assignaent of leases, or 
subleases 

(30 November 19?6 

BE IT ENACTED by the Legislative Assembly of the Cook Islands, 
in session assembled, and by authority of·· the same as follows: 

1. Short Title - This Act may be cited as the Leases 
Restrictions Act 1976. 

2. Inten'retation - In this Act unless the content 
requires otherwise:-

"Assignment of lease" includes any assignment, 
transfer, or conveyance of a lease or a 
sublease: 

•Lease" includes any agreement to lease but 
does not include any lease under the Short 
Term Crop Leases Act 1966 or any lease for 
a term not exceeding 5 years (inclusive of 
any right of renewal): 

"Sublease" includes any agreement to sublease 
but does not include any sublease for a 
ter11 not exceeding 5 7ears (inclusive of 
an7 right of renewal). 

Price~, 
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3. Approval of Leases Approval Committee required -

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision in any Act, 
no lease, assignment of lease, or sublease executed after the 
coming into force of this Act shall be valid and of any effect 
unless the approval of the Leases Approval Committee has been 
obtained to that lease, assignment of lease or sublease as the 
case may be: 

Provided that this provision shall have no application in the 
case of any lease, assignment of lease or sublease made pursu..'l.Dt 
to a right of renewal or right or option of purchase or 
assignment contained in any lease or sublease or to any 
agreement to lease or sublease or to assign any lease or 
sublease executed before the coming into force of this Act. 

(2) The approval of the Leases Approval Committee may 
be obtained before or after the execution by the parties or any 
of them of the lease, assignment of lease, or sublease as the 
case mny be. 

(3) Notwithstanding any provision in the Cook Islands 
Act 1915 no lease assignment of lease, or sublease shall be 
confirmed by the Land Court unless the approval of the Leases 
Approval Committee to the lease has been first obtained. 

(4) Notwithstanding any provision in the Land 
(Facilitation of Dealings) Act 1970 no resolution of any meeting 
of assembled owners to lease any land shall be confinued by the 
Land Court unless the approval of the Leases Approval Committee 
to the lease has been first obtained. 

4. Lea!es Approval Committee - For the purposes of this 
Act there aha i be established a Leases Approval Committee of 
not lees than two or more than four members all of whom shall be 
appointed annually by the Minister responsible for Justice with 
the concurrence of Cabinet. 

5. Functions of Leases ApprWf Committee - The functions 
of the Leases Approval Committees be: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

To consider applications for approval of 
leases, assignments of leases, and 
subleases and to grant its approval in 
any case where it is satisfied that the 
criteria for such approvals have been 
satisfied or met, 
To make recommendations from time to 
time to the Minister responsible for 
Justice with regard to the criteria to 
be applied in granting approvals to 
leases, assignments of leases and 
subleases. 
To report to the Minister responsible for 
Justice from time to time and when required 
to do so by the Minister on matters 
relating to leases, assignments of leases 
and subleases. 

6. Polict Directives to the co:aittee - In the exercise of 
its functions t e Leases Approval Comm ttee shall have regard to 
policy directives issued to it by Cabinet through the Minister 
responsible for Justice, 

7. Dutiee of Leases A~proval Committee - The Leases Approval 
Committee shall perform lteunctlons under this Act diligently and 
with due regard to the need to determine applications in a prompt 
and efficient manner. 
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a. Procedure of Le~~Approvaliifommittee - (l) Subject to 
the provisions of this Ac any reg atlons made hereunder the 
Leases Approval Committee may regulate its own procedure. 

(2) The Department of Justice shall provide the Leases 
Approval Co11111ittee with such secretarial and clerical services as 
the Committee may require. 

(3) The Chairman shall be appointed by the Minister 
responsible for Justice with the concurrence of Cabinet. 

(4) Meetings of the Leases Approval Committee shall 
be called by reasonable notice to all members of the Committee 
present in Rarotonga, and shall be held at such ti.mes and places 
as the Chainnan or in his absence the Deputy-Chairman shall 
determine. 

(5) A:n.y party interested in an application before the 
Committee shall be entitled to appear before the Committee 
personally or thro~h his solicitor or agent for the purposes of 
makin8 representations or giving information to the Committee. 

(6) The quorum for meetings of the Committee shall be 
established by the Comm! ttee from ti.me to time. 

(7) Any decision or determination by the Committee 
shall be 111Eide by a majority vote of the members present at the 
meetin8. 

9. ~p~lication for approval. - Every application for 
approval ohe Leases Approval. Committee shall be made in writi!lg 
in the form or to the effect of the form prescribed by the 
Com.mi ttee from time to time and shall be accompanied by a fee as may 
from time to time be prescribed in the Regulations. 

10. F~htr information - In the event that the Leases 
Approval Co t ee cons id ere that insu£ficient information has 
been made available to it in any application or supporting 
documents to that application the Committee may require the 
applicant to supply such further information as it considers 
relevant to the criteria to be taken into account by the Committee 
andEha.11 defer consideration of the application until that further 
information is supplied. 

11 • 
any applica ion e ore e Leases Approv Committee shall have 
regard to any criteria, or other matters prescribed in policy 
directives issued by Cabinet from time to time through the Minister 
responsible for Justice as criteria or matters to be taken into 
account with regard to such applicatioDS. 

12. false information - Any person who knowingly supplies 
any falsenformation to the Leases Approval Committee which is 
material to any application commits an offence and shall be liable 
upon conviction to a fine not exceeding $200 or to imprisonment 
for a term not exceedin8 three months or to both. 

1,. Re~atione - (1) The High Commissioner may from time 
to time, byer in Executive Council, make all such regulations 
as may, in his opinion, be deemed necessary or expedient for 
giving full effect to the provisions of this Act and for the due 
adm1n1stration hereof. 

(2) ilJ. regulations made under this section shall be 
laid before the Legislative Assembly within 28 days after the 
date of the making thereof if the Legislative Assembly is then 
in session, and, if not, shall be laid before the Legislative 
Assembly within 28 days after the date of the commencement of 
the nert eneuin8 session. 
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This Act is administered in the Justice Department. 

RAROTONGA, COOK ISLANDS: Printed under the authority of the 
Cook Islands Government, by T. KAPI, Government Printer - 1976. 


