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Saturday. December 31. 1977 

REPUBLIC OF CAPE VERDE 

Boletim Oficial /Official Gazeue/ 

Decree Law No. 126/77 of December 31 

No. 53 

Considering the need to safeguard the fundamental interests of the Nation with regard to the living and 
nonliving resources of the maritime space of the Republic of Cape Verde; 

Considering the importance of fisheries for the national economy. particularly with regard to the 
revitalization of ports and small-scale local fishing; 

Considering changes in the Law of the Sea; 
In View Of the provisions of the National Popular Assembly resolution of December 31. 1977; 
By Virtue Of the powers conferred by Article 15 (4) of the Law of July 5. 1975 on the Political 

Organization of the State. the Government decrees and I promulgate the following law: 

Article l 

The territorial sea of the Republic of Cape Verde has a breadth of 12 nautical miles. measured from the 
baselines defined in this decree law. The outer limit of the territorial sea is located at a distance of 12 
11,wtical miles from the nearest point of the given baseline. 

Article 2 

The baseline from which the breadth of the territorial sea of the R<.·puhlic of Cape Verde is measured 
consists of the ~• raight lines I hat join the outermost points of the cn:i,t and islands. as determined by the 
l,illowing. pri11Lipal geographic coordinates: 



Lat it udc' '-"11g1 t t1dl' 
1-14°:'>Y:-i" N 
2 - 1-1° 4'J' ,"I 

J-1.\0 4:,:'4" N 
4-14"5.0'l"N 

5 17°02' 5" N 
<i-17° 12' 2" N 
7 - \6° <.. \' 2" N 

X- l6°'i0' N 
9--16°0<J' I" N 

Ill 16°02' 'i" N 
11--15° Ill'\" N 
12-15°07' N 
IJ 14° 5.-l' 2" N 
1.\-14°:'i.'1'9" N 

2:1°.11' W 

24°22' 5" W 
24°42' 2" w 
24°45' 4" w 
25°22' w 
25°05' 9" w 
22°55' 5" W 

22° 53' 7" w 
22°39' 8" w 
22°41'2" w 
23°05' (l" w 
23°09' 2" W 

23°29' 3" w 
23° 30' 7" W 

Article 3 

'\V 

/\V­

IE -

Ponta T.:m.:rn,;1 --- S;mtiago 
Ponta do f'c',,a,kiro - Fogo 

l'onta Nil() ~Lirtinho - Brava 

Ponta Pra111l1;1 - Hra\'a 

Ponta Pn:ta -- Santo i\nt[10 

Ponta do S"I - Santo Ant:io 

Ponta None' - Sa\ 
Ponta da Cisaca -· Sal 

llhi.'u Balu:1rtc· - Boa Vista 

Pi.' do Bratll'" ll,>.1 Vi,t:1 

Po111a Flaml'llf!Os - Maio 

Pont.I 1'0~;1 (irall(k - Maio 

Ponta das !lieut.las - Santiago 
Ponta Tcmcrma 

The waters enclosed by the baselines constitute the archipelagic waters of the Republic of Cape Verde. 

Article 4 

The sovereignty which the State of Cape Verde exercises ·over al\ the territory composed of the emerged 
surface, the arch i pelagic waters, and the territorial sea, as defined in the foreg.oi ng artic!es, also extends to 
the air space above that territory, to the bed and subsoil of the aquatic territory formed by the archipelagic 
waters and the territorial sea, and all living and nonliving natural rcsoum:s found in the aforementioned 
areas. 

Article 5 

Without prcj udice to the provisions of the preceding articles and in accordance with the principles of 
international law. the Republic of Cape Verde respects the freedom of innnccnt passage and overflight 
along est:thlishcd navigation routes. 

Artidc 6 

Ilic outc1 li111i1 lll till' L'\clusive eco1w1nic· /Olll' of the Stale ()f ( ·:qw Verde,, :1 l111c· c·1 en p()int ol \I hich is 
;i\ :1 di,Lu1c·L· ul :'I\\\ n:1ulical miks frnrn till' nc'arcst point of the h:1sl'li11 ... · \1, 1 111 1,h.1d1 thL' hrL·:1d1h <l\ lhL' 
\L·rri\011:li ~L·.i is 111L·.1sured. 

Article 7 

I. \\ 1thit1 thL· zone ddi11L'd in the prniuus :1rtick. the SLttL' ol ( ·:q1L· \ L'tdL· C\l'rcises e\dusi,l' 
jmisdict,011 in 111.1tters of conservation and c\ploit:11ion of living and no11l11 ing tlatur:tl resources. 

2. E\cept :1s otherwise specified in this dccrcc-1.tw. foreign vessels an.- pn1h1hitl'd Imm fishin_t! 111 the 
e\clusi\'e l'Co1w1111c zone. 

Article 8 

I. In llrdn 10 c·nsure rational exploit;ition of the living resources of the c'\L·lusi,c economic ZOlll'. the 
Stale of Cape Verde may. by means of bilaternl agreements. authorize ,tcn:ss lw other States l1) the 
surplus of the :tllm,ablc catch. 

2. Fishing in the ,i'rchipelagic waters and the territorial sea of the Republic of Cape Verde is reserved 
for nationals. 



3. Harvesting of crustaceans in the exclusive economic zone is also reserved for nationals. 

Article 9 

For purposes of this decree-law, the terms 'fisheries' and 'fishing' are understood to mean the pursuit, 
catching. harvesting, or utilization of the living resources ~lf the sea. 

Article IO 

The Government will publish and enforce fisheries regulations for the archipelagic waters, the territorial 
sea, and the exclusive economic zone. 

Article II 

The State of Cape Verde will cooperate with the competent international, regional, and subregional 
organizations with respect to conservation of the living resources of the sea. 

Article 12 

Taking into account the applicable rules of international law, the Government may establish special 
regulations for the exclusive economic zone, specifically with regard to: 

(a) Protection of the environment; 
(h) Scientific research; 
(c) Artificial installations, both permanenJ and temporary; 
(d) Submarine cables and pipelines; 
(e) Exploration and exploitation. 

Article 13 

I. Violation of the provisions of Article 7 (2) shall be punishable hy a fine of up to 20Jl00escudos per 
ton of gross tonnage of the violating vessel. 

Violation of the provisions of Article 8 (2, 3) shall be punishable by a fine of up to 35,000 escudos per 
ton of gross tonnage of the violating vessel. 

J. The con rt which tries the violation may. in accordance with the seriousness of the case. order the 
s,·i;ur,· :md f()rkitttrl' to the SLttc of the vcssd and ih L'qttipnwnt. ;1cccssn11L'S. m·ts. gear. t;tekk. ;ind lish. 

Artide 1-t 

The St.ill' of ( ':tpc Verde will respect the right of States adj,iining ccono1t1il zones :md dc.-lares its 
\\tllingncss to l'Stahlish bilateral nq!llliations concerning sud1- conflich of l,rn ;is m;i, arise from the 
application of the principles contained in thisdecrcL·-law. 

Article 15 

All leg.al pro\'1sions contrary to this decree-law .ire hereby revoked. 

Article 16 

This <.lccrec-hrn· enters into force immediately. 

Seen and appro\'ed in the Council of Ministers Pedro Pires. Ahilio Duarte. Silvi no da Luz. Osvaldo Lopes 
da Silva. Carlos Reis, Herculano Vieira, Jo.io Pereira Silva, David Almada. 



Promulgated on December 5, 1977. 

Let these presents be published. 

Aristides Maria Pereira. President of the Republic. 

To be presented to the National Popular Assembly. 


