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CZECH NATIONAL COUNCIL ACT No.//,f/92 
dated February 19, 1992 

on the Protection of Nature and the Landscape 

-------------------------------------------=== 

The Czech National Council has passed the following Act: 

PART ONE 
lntroductory Provisions 

§ 1 

The Purpose of the Act 

The purpose of this Act is to contribute towards the preservation and rcstoration of the natural 
balance in the I·andscape, towards the protection of the diversity of al! forms of life, natural values 
and beauty, and towards the economical management of natural resources. 

§ 2 

Nature and Landscape Protection 

1) According to this Act the protection of nature and the Iandscape is understood to be the 
hereinafter specified care for wild animais, wild plants and their communities, minerals, 
rocks, paleontological finds · and geologica! wholes, ecological systems and landscape 
wholes, as well as for the appearance and accessibility of the landscape, carried out by 
the state and by physical and legal persorls. 

2) The prntection of nature and the landscape is ensured in particular by: 

a) the protection and establishment of territorial systems of ecological stability of the 
landscape; 

b) the general protection of wild plant 'and animal species and the special protection of 
such species which are rare or endàngered, by positively influencing their natural 
development and by creating conditions for their preservation, and also by using 
special growing and breeding facilities; 

c) the protection of selected mineral deposits, paleontological finds and 
geomorphological and geological phenomena, as we!I as by the particular protection 
of selected mineraJs; 

d) the protection of wood species growing outside forests; 
e) the establishment of a network of particularly protected areas and their care; 
f) participation in the establishment and approvai of forestry plans, with the aim to 

ensure environmental!y appropriate forestry management; · 
g) participation in the process of territorial planning and building proceedings, with the 

aim to enforce an environmentally balanced and aesthetical!y va!uable iandscape; --



h) participation in the protection of land,resources, particularly in the lay-out of land 
i) influence of water management in the landscape, with the aim to maintain natural 

conditions for life in water and wetland ecosystems while preserving the natural 
character and appearance of water courses, stretches and wetlands; 

j) the restoration and establishment of new, naturally valuable ecosystems, e.g.in the 
reclamation and other changes of the. structure and util ization of the landscape; 

k) protection of the landscape for ecologically appropriate forms of economic 
utilization, tourism and recreation. 

§ 3 

Definition of Terms 

For the purpose of this Act some basic terms are defined as follows: 

a) A territorial system of ecological stability of the landscape (hereinafter "system of ecological 
stability") is a mutually integrated complex of natural and changed-though nearly natural 
ecosystems, which maintain a natural stability. Systems of ecological stability are 
distinguished as local, regional and supra-regional systems. 

b) A significant landscape component, as an environmentally, geomorpholocially or aesthetically 
valuable part of the landscape, creates · the typical appearance of the landscape, or 
contributes towards its stability. Significant landscape components are forests, peatlands,'" 
water courses, ponds, lakes, floodplains. Other landscape components are also parts of a 
landscélpe that the nature conservation authorities register as a significant landscape 
component, pursuant to § 6, particularly wetlands, steppe grasslands, game refuges, 
continuous grass srretches, minerai and fossil deposits, artificial and natural rock formations, 
geological outcrops and exposures.A landscape component may also be valuable growths in 
settlement formations, including historical gardens and parks. Particularly protected parts of 
nature are exempted from this definition (letter f)). 

c) A wild plant (hereinafter "plaHt") is a single plant or a colony of plant species, including 
~ngi, the population of which is sustained spontaneously and naturally. A plant is al! its 
underground anbd above-ground parts. · 

d) A wild anig,al (hereinafter "animal") is an individual of an animal species, the population of 
which is sustained sponetaneously and naturally, and this even if it is kept in captivity, unless 
otherwise determined in this Act. An animal is ail the development stages of the given 
species. 

e) An animal or plant species is also a systematic. unit of a lower order. 

f) A particularly protected part of nature is a very significant and unique part of animate and 
inanimate nature; it can be a part of the landscape, a geological f().[mation, a tree, an animal, 
a plant, or a minerai, declared as particularly protected by astate authority according to part 
three or four of this Act. 

g) A woods species, growing outside the forest (hereinafter •wood species") is a tree or shrub 
growing singly or in groups in the open landscape or in settlement formations, on land outside 



forest land resources. 1 

h) A paleontological ftnd is something that is significant evidence or the remains of life from 
the geological past, 

i) A biotope is..a·complex of ail animate and inanimate mutually effected factors, which form 
the environmentoJ a certain individual, species, population or comrnunity. A biotope is a 
local environment that meets the requirement.s which are characteristic for plant and animal 
species. 

j) An ecosystem is a functional complex of animate and inanimate environmental components 
that are rnutually connected by metabolism, energy flow and the transfer of information, and 
which mutually influence each other, and develop in a certain area or time. 

k) A landscape is a part of the Earths surface, with a characteristic relief, formed by a complex 
of functionally integrated ecosystems and elements of civilization. 

PARTTIVO 
The General Protection of Nature and the Landscape 

§ 4 
Basic Obi igations in Genera1 Nature Conservation 

1) The specification of a system of ecological stability, ensuring the preservation and 
reproduction of natura1 weallfl, a favourable effect on the surrounding less stable part of the 
landscape, and the establishment of a foundation for the multilateral util ization of the 
landscape, is determined and assessed by the territorial planning and nature conservation 
authorities in cooperation with the authorities for water management, agricultural land 
resource protection and the state foresty administration. The protection of a system of 
ecologrcar stability is the obligation of every owner or user of land that forms this system; 
the establishment of such a system is a public interest shared by the owners of the land, by 
the comrnunity and by the state. The Ministry of Environment of the Czech Republic 
(hereinafter • Ministry of Environment") sha1\ specify the details for defining and assessing 
a system of ecological stability, and the details for the plans, projects and measures in the 
process of its establishment, in a generally binding regulation. 

2) Significant landscape components must be protected from damage and destruction. They shall 
be solely used in a manner which does not impair their renewal and does not endanger or 
weaken their stabilizing function. Whosoever intends to carry out any intervention that might 
lead to the damage or destruction of a signifïcant landscape component, or could endanger 
or weaken its ecologica!ly stabilizing function, must procure a binding opinion from the 
nature conservation authorities. · Such interventions include the placing of buildings, land 

Law No. 61/1977 on for~sts and its development up to 
the present times. 



conditioning (Jay-out), changes of cultures, land drainage, regulation of water courses and 
reservoirs, and minerai extraction. Details for the protection of significant · 1andscape 
components shall be specified by the Ministry of Environment in a generally binding 
regulation. 

3) A binding opinion of the nature conservation authorities with regard to the protection of •a 
system of ecological stability;is aise required for the approval of forestry plans2, f9.r the 
deforestation and afforestation ôTand exceedingt 0.5 ha, for the building of forest roads and 
down-drives, and for forest drainage systems. A binding opinion of the nature conservation 
authorities is not required for cultivation and timber production in forests, carried out in 
accordance with the forestry plans, and for random felling_J 

4) With the exception of necessary facilities which serve navigational purposes, the maintenance 
of water courses, ponds and lakes, or for operational purposes, the placing of buildings 
within a distance of 50 m from the registered border of ponds or lakes, or within a distance 
of 20 m from the shoreline of water courses, is prohibited. This imitation does not apply 

to built-in areas in co.mmunities. 

§ 5 

The General Protection of Plants and Animais 

1) Ali plant and animal species must be protected from destruction, damage, collection or 
catching, which leads or could lead to the endangered existence of these species or to their 
degeneration, to the impairment of their reproductive ability, to the extinction of a population 
of species, or to the destruction of the ecosystem of which they are a part. If tl1ese conditions 
of protection are violated, the nature conservation authorities are authorized to prohibit or 
limit 
interfering activities. 

2) Protection, pursuant to clause i, does not apply to the eradication of plants and animais, 
specified in a separate regulation4. Endangered or rare plant and animal species are 
particularly protected in accordance with §§ 48 to 50 of this Act. 

3) In the ex.eq.1tion of agricultural, forestry and building work, in water management and 
regulation, transport and power engineering, physical and legal persans must proceed in a 
manner which will not cause an excessive destruction of plants, or injury to or death of 

2 

4 

§ 2 Of Czech National Council Act No. 96/1977 
on Forestry and Forestry State Administration 

§ 21 of Czech National Council Act no. 96/1977. 

E.g., Act No. 61/1964 on the Development of Plant 
Production, Act No. 87/1987 on Veterinary Care, in the 
wording of Act No.239/1991, Act No. 20/1966 on Care 
for Human Health, in the wording of later regul~tions, 
Act No. 23/1962 on Hunting, in the wording of Act No. 
96/1977, and Act No. 143/1991, Act No. 102/1963 on 
Fishery. 



animais, nor the destruction of their biotopes, and which can be prevented with the use ot 
technical or economically accessible means. If the liable person does not do so himself, the 
nature conservation authorities shall order the procurement or use of such means. 

-i) The intentional dispersion of geographically non-indigenous plant and animal species in the 
landscape is possible only with the permission of the nature conservation authorities. A 
geographically not original plant or animal species is a species which is not a part of the 
natural communities in a certain area. 

5) The intentional cross-breeding and the subsequent dispersion of plant and animal cross-breeds 
in the landscape is possible only with the permission of the nature conservation authorities. 

6) The export and import of endangered plants and animals, protected by international 
conventions which bind the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic (hereinafter "international 
conventions"), is subject to the permission of the nature conservation authorities. 

§ 6 

The Registration of Signiftcant Landscape Components 

1) The registration of significant landscape components is carried out by the nature conservation 
authorities, which at the sarne time notify the owner or tenant of the concerned land, the 
territorialty appropriate building office and community, of this registration. If a larger 
number of .landowners are involved, this notification may be made in the forrn of a public 
notice. 

2) The notification, pursuant to clause 1, must include a specification on the significant 
landscape component, a brief substantiation for its registration, and the legal consequences 
thereof (§ 4,clause 2). 

3) The owners of the concerned lands are entitled to raise written objections to the registration 
of a significant landscape component, and send them to the nature conservation authority 
which made the registration within 30 days of the date on which they received notification 
ther~ of, or within 30 days of the date on which the public notice was issued. This nature 
conserya.tion authority must discuss the objections with the owners and decide whether to 
confirm or cancel the registration. 

4) The nature conservation authority, which made the registration, may cancel the registration 
of a significant landscape component, if this cancellation is not pursuant to clause 3, only if 
it is in the public interest to do so. 

§7 

The Protection of Wood Species 

1) According to this provision, wood species must be protected from damage or destruction, 
if they are not subject to stricter protection (§§ 46 and 48), or to protection according to 



separate regulations.,. 

2) The care for wood species, particu!arly their tending and maintenance, is the duty of their 
owners. If wood species are infected with epidemic or other serious diseases, the nature 
conservation authorities may order the owners to take certain steps, including the felling of 
the infected wood species. 

§ 8 

Permission to Fe!! Wood Species 

1) If not hereinafter determined otherwise, the feHing of wood species requires the permission 
of the nature conservation authorities. Permissiçn may be granted for serious reasons after 
the assessment of the functional and aesthetic significance of the wood species. 

2) No permission is required to fell wood species for growing and cultivation purposes, i.e. for 
reproducing or culling the growths, and for reasons of hea!th, or in the execution of 
authority pursuant to separate regulations6

• Felling for these reasons must be reported to the 
nature conservation authorities 15 days in advance. The. nature conservation authorities may 
stop, Iimit or prohibit the felling, if it is in conflict with the requirements of the protection 
of wood speciès, or if it exceeds the limits of special authority. 

3) No permission is required for felling wood species on lands in the possession of physical 
persans, if they are using the lands, and if this concerns trees of a prescribed size or other 
characterization. This size or characterization shall be specified by the Ministry of 
Environment in a generally binding regulation. 

4) No permission is required for felling wood species if their condition evidently and imminently 
endangers human I ife or health, or if there is danger of extensive damage. Whosoever fells 
wood species under these conditions, shall report it to the nature conservation authorities 
within 15 days of the date on ·which the woods species were felled. 

5) The Ministry of Environment shall specify the details for the protection of wood species and 
the coRditions for their permitted felling in a generaJiy binding regulation. 

5 

6 

Act No. 61/1964, Public Notice No. 62/1964 which 
Publishes the Procedural Regulations for Act No. 
61/1964., Act No. 132/1981 on the Protection of Rights 
to New Plant Varieties and Animal Breeds. 

E.g., § 34, clause 1, letter b) of Act No.138/1973 on 
Water (Ther Water Act), Act No. 51/1964 on Railways, 
in the wording of Act No.104/1974, Act No.79/1957 on 
the Production, Distribution and Consumption on 
Electricity, Act No. 67/1960 on the Production, 
Distribution and Consumption of Heating Gâs, Act 
No.11/1964 on Telecomunications, Act No. 61/1964. 



Cornpensatory Planting and Oeliveries 

U In the permission it grants to fell wood species, a nature conservation authority may order the 
aQpl icant to plant compensatory wood species in order to make up for the environmental 
detrïrnent caused by the felling of the wood species. It may also order the subsequent care of 
the wood species for a period not ex.ceeding 5-years. 

2) Compensatory planting, pursuant to clause 1, may be ordered on land which is not in the 
possession of the applicant for permission to fell, only with the prior approval of the owner 
of the land. Communities shall keep records of lands within their territory, suitable for 
compensatory planting, after prior discussion with the owners of the lands. 

3) If the nature conservation authorities do not order compensatory planting, pursuant to clause 
1, whosoever fells wood species for construction work reasons and with the permission of the 
nature conservation authorities, must paya delive1y to the community, which shall use it for 
the improvement of its environment. Whosoever f\ells species illegally must pay a delivery 
ta the State Environment Fund of the Czech Rep1,1blic7

• The amount of the deliveries, the 
conditions for their imposition and their possible retnittance shall be specified by a separate 
act. 

4) Compensatory planting, pursuant to clause 1, or the payment of a delivery, pu~suant to clause 
3, is simultaneously the fui filment of the order for compensatory measures, pursuant to § 86, 
clause 2, and the order for the compensation of an environmental detriment.& 

§ 10 

The Protection and Utilization of Caves 

1) Caves are an underground space caused by the effects of natural forces. For the purpose of 
this Act, caves are also understood to be natural phenomena on the surface of the Earth and 
underground, which are in direct causal nexus with caves. 

2) It is prohibited to damage or destroy caves. The approval of the nature conservation 
authorities is required for accessibility to caves or their utilization, according to separate 
regulations9

• 

7 

9 

Czech National Council act No. 388/1991 on the State 
Environrnent Fund of the Czech Republic. 

§ 27 of Act No. 17/1992 on the Environrnent 

§§ 71 to 74 of Act No. 50/1976 on Territorial Planning 
and the Building Rules (The Building Code), Decree No. 
7 of the Czech Mining Office, dated 18.8.1987, which 



§ 11 

The Protection of Paleontological Finds 

1) Whosoever makes a paleontological discovery, which he himself determir1~, must ensure its 
protection from destruction, damage and theft, and take down data on the èïrcumstances of 
its discovery, particularly the place of discovery. Upon wriccen summons, issued by the nature 
conservation authorities, he must also inform them of the circurnstances of the discovery and 
enable access and submit documenation concerning the discovery to persons authorized by a 
nature conservation authority. 

2) The owner of the land on which a paleontological discovery was made; or the person who 
carries out activities, in the course of which the discovery was made, must - upon request 
of a nature conservation authority - enable persans, authorized by this authority, to carry out 
paleontological salvage research, and during this period (max. within 8 days from the date 
of discovery, if not agreed upon otherwise by both parties), he must refrain from carrying 
out any activities at the place of discovery, wh ich could lead to its destruction or damage. 
When the paleontological salvage research is completed, persons authorized by the nature 
conservation authority must be allows to carry out professional paleontological supervision 
of further work. 

3) The export of paleontological finds is permitted only with the approval of the nature 
conservation authorities. 

§ 12 

Protection of the Character of the Landscape and Natural Parks 

1) The landscape nature of a place or area is its natural, cultural and historical character, and 
it must b~e protected from activities that reduce its aesthetic and natural values. Interference 
in the char~cter of a landscape, particularly the approval and placing of buildings, may be 
carried out only with regard for the preservation of significant landscape components, 
particularly protected areas and cultural landscape high points and for harmonious standards 
~d relations within the landscape. 

2) The approval of the nature conservation authorities is required for approving and placing 
buildings which could impair or change the character of the landscape. Details for protecting 
the character of the landscape may be specified by the Ministry of.Environment in a generally 
binding regulation. 

publishes Regulations on the Safety and Protection of 
Health, and regulations for Operational Safety Ouring 
Work in Acces ta Natural Caves and Their MaiHtenance 
in a Safe Condition (regist~red in part 18 of the 1987 
Gazette). 



3) For the purpose of protecting the character of a landscape with a signitïcant concentration of 
aesthetic and natural values, and which is not particularly protected pursuant to part three 
of this Act, the nature conservation authorities may, with a generally binding regulation, 
establish a natural park, and limit such use of the area which could result in its destruction, 
damage or disturbance. 

§ 13 

Temporarily Protected Areas 

l) The nature conservation authorities may proclaim an area with a temporary and unforseen 
occurrence of signifïcant plant and animal species, minerals or paleontological discoveries, 
a temporarily protected area. A temporarily protected are.a may also be proclaimed for other 
serious reasons, such as for scientiftc, research or informative purposes. A temporarily 
protected Jtea may by proc!aimed for a previously determined period, or for a recurring 
period, ~ch as the nesting period. In its decision on the proclamation of such an area, the 
nature conservation authority shall limit such use of the area which could result in its 
destruction, damage, or in the disturbance of the development of the subject of protection. 

2) If the consequences of the conditions of a tèmporarily protected area are not insignifïcantly 
detrimental to its owner or tenant, he is entitled to a financial compensation from the nature 
conservation authority which proclaimed the temporarily protected area. When deciding the 
amount of the compensation, this authority may request the submittance of documents or 
information on tfie yield of the land, together with the application for compensation. 

PART THREE 

Particularly Protected Are.as 
Chapter One 

§ 14 

Categories of Particularly Protected Areas . 
1) Naturally, scientifically or aesthetically sign,ificant or unique areas may be proclaimed 

particularly protected areas. When so done, the conditions of their protection must also be 
specified. 

2) The categories of particularly protected areas are the following: 

a) national parks; 
b) protected landscape areas; 
c) national nature reserves; 
d) nature reserves; 



e) national natural monuments; 
f) natural monuments. 

Chapter Two 

§ 15 

National Parks 

1) Extensive territories, unique according to a national or international standard, a considerable 
part of which are natural ecosystems or ecosystems little effected by human activities, where 
plants, animais and inanimate nature are.of an exceptional scientific and educational 
significance_, may be proclaimed national parks. 

2) Al! utilization of national parks must follow and conform to the preservation and improvement 
of the natural conditions and must be in conformity with the scientific and educational aims 
pursued by the proclamation of national parks. · 

3) National parks, their mission and the detailed conditions of their protection are proclaimed 
by a legal act. 

§ 16 

The Basic Conditions of Protection of National Parks 

1) On the entire territory of a national park, it is prohibited: 

a) to farm the land in a manner requiring the use of intensive technology, particularly 
means and activities that could cause fundamental changes in the biological diversity, 
structure and function of the ecosystems, or cou!d irreversibly damage the soi! 
surface; 

b) to neutral ize waste origmating outs ide the territory of a national park, or to 
neutralize other waste elsewhere than at the place assigned for this purpose with the 
approval of the nature conservation ·authorities; 

c) to camp and light fires elsewhere than in places assigned for this purpose by the 
nature conservation authorities; 

d) to drive motor vehicles and trailers (caravans) except on roads and local 
thoroughfares and places assigned for this purpose with the approval of the nature 
conservation authorities, with the exception of vehicles belonging to state 
administrative bodies, vehicles necessary for forestry and agriculture, the defence 
of the country, and for the protection of the state borders, for fire protection, for 
med ical and veterinary services, and veh ides belonging to water-uianagement 
organizations; 



e) to organize and arrange mass sports, tourist and other public events, anu to carry out 
water sports elsewhere than at places assigne.cf for this purpose with the approval of 
the nature conservation authorities; 

f) to practice mountain climbing and flying on parachutes and uspension gliuers, to ride 
bicycles, except on roads, local thoroughfares and places assigned for this purpose 
with the approval of the nature conservation authorities; 

g) to pick plants, with the exception of forest fruit, or catch animais, if not otherwise 
stipulated in this Act, in the detailed conditions of protection, or in the Visitors Ru les 
of the national park; 

h) to permit or carry out the intentional dispersion of geographically non-indigenous 
plant and animal species; 

i) to introduce intensive breeding of game, for instance, in game enclosures, breeding 
farms and pheasantries, with the exception of rescue breeding, and to use poisoned 
bait in the execution of huntmans rights; 

j) to build new highways, roads, railways, industrial buildings, residential formations, 
navigation channels, extra-high tension transmission lines and long-distance product 
pipelines; 

k) to change the existing water conditions of the land; 

l) to spread the thoroughfares with chemicals; 

m) to extract minerais, rocks and hummollites, with the exception of building stone and 
sand for constructions on the territory of the national park; 

n) to carry out observation flights with airborne motorized transport means; 

o) to alter the preserved natural environment contrary to the detailed conditions for the 
protection of national parks. 

:') On the territory of the first zone of a national park (§ 17, clause 1), it is also prohibited: 

a) to approve and place new buildings; 
b) to leave step off the roads marked with the approval of the nature conservation 

authorities, with the exception of own~rs or tenants of the land; 
c) to alter the present composition and areas of cultivated plant life, unless this alteration 

ensues from the plan of national park care; 

d) to fertilize the land, to use farm-sewage, silage juice and other liquid waste. 

§ 17 

Territorial Zoning of National Parks 

The methods and manners of protection of national parks are graded according to the division 
of their territory as a rule into three zones of nature conservation, demarcateJ with regard 



to natural values. The strickest protection regime is set down for the fïrst zone. A detailed 
characterization and regime of the zones is specified in the generaJly binding regulation 
which proclaims a national park. 

2. The demarcation and changes of the individual zones of nature conservation shall be 
determined by the nature conservation authorities in agreement w:jth the Federal Ministry of 
Defence and the Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic (nereinafter "Ministry of 
Agriculture"), and after discussing them with the respective central state administrative 
bodies, district councils and comrnunities, and shall be recorded in suitably scaled maps, 
which shall be kept by ail the authorities with which the zones were discussed. The nature 
conservation authorities shall mark the boundaries of the first zone in a suitable manner. 

§ 18 

Plans for the Care of National Parks 
and Their Protective Zones 

1) The nature conservation authorities propose and approve a plan for the care of every national 
park and its protective zones (hereinafter "care plan"), as a rule, for a period of 10 years. 
The basis for this plan isthe zoning of the territory of the national park into individual zones 
(§ 17), and the contents of the plan is a specification of long-term and short-term tasks for 
the .protection of plants and animais, for forest and soil care, the appearance of the 
landscape, the ecological limits of settlement, transport, tourism and of management on the 
territory of a national park. 

2) The care plan also contains tasks in the sphere of guard and information service, and principal 
internai tasks for the nature conservation authorities. The plan serves as a binding foundation 
for other documents and for the activities of the nature conservation authorities. 

3) The care plan may be divided into detailed sub-plans, and for shorter periods, and may be 
elaborated for parts of a national park. 

§ 19 

National Park Visitors Rules 

1) The entry, access with vehicles, free passage of people outside the built-in areas of 
communities, and the recreational and tourist activities of persans on the territory of a 
national parks is limited. The conditions of this limitation and the enumeration of prohibited 
tourist and recreational activities, are specified by this Act an.d by the Visitors Rules. 

2) The Visitors Rules are issued by the nature conservation authority of a national park in the 
form of a generally binding publice notice;· persans permanently residing or working in a 
national park m_ay be exempted from the effect of this public notice in a specified extent. 
Visitors Rules may also be issued for partof a territory of a national park. 

3) The Visitors Rules contain certain provisions on the social, educationaLand cultural 
utilization of a national park. 



§ 20 

The National Park Council 

l) The nature conservation authority of a national park shall establish a council of the national 
park (hereinafter "council") for the assessment and discussion of ail important documents 
concerning the protection and management of the national park and its protective zones, 
particu!arly the division of the territory of a national park into zones of nature conservation, 
as well as of the care plans, Visitors Ru les, forestry and territorial plans, as an initiative and 
consultative authority for matters pertaining to the national park. 

2) Members of the council are delegated representatives of• communities, district councils, and 
in mountain areas, representatives of the Mountain Rescue Service on the terri tory of which 
the national park and its protective zones is located. Other council members are appointed by 
the nature conservation authority of the national park from among the most prominent legal 
and physical persans with business undertakings on the territory of lhe national rark, 
particularly in the sphere of forestry, agriculture, tracte and travel, specialists from 
scientific and specialized institutions, or frorn other state administrative bodies. 

3) Prior to approving national park zones(§ 17), the Visitors Rules (§ 19) and the care plan rn 
18), the nature conservation authority must agree on a draft of these documents with the 
representatives of the communities who were delegated to the council according to clause 2. 

4) If no agreement, according to clause 3, is reached, the council shall submit this dissension 
with its own binding opinion to the Ministry of Environment, which shall decide the matter 
after discussing it with the involved communities. 

§ 21 

Hunting and Fishing Rights in National Parks 

The nature conservation authorities may limit or bar the execution of hunting and fishing rights, 
pursuant to separate regulations 10

, in certain parts of a national park or on its entire territory. 

§ 22 

National Park Forests 

1) Forests in national parks cannot be categorized as utilitar.ian forests 11
; prov1s1ons on 

interventions against pests 12 and on cases of e'xceptional circumstances and unforseen damage 13 

10 

11 

12 

Act No. 23/1992, Act No.102/1963 

Act No.61/1977, Czech National Council act No.96/1977 

§ 20 of Czech National Council act No. 96/1977 



may be applied only with the approval and in the extent determined by the nature 
conservation authorities. 

2) The right to utilize forests, forest land resources and other forest property in the possession 
of the state, wh idr. are on the terri tory of a national park and its protective zones, shalt be 
transferred to the respective administration of a national park by the legal persans executing 
their right of utilization, within one year of the date on which this Act came into legal force, 
and in cases of national parks, proclaimed a~er this Act came into legal force, withiri-one­
year of the date_ on which the national park was prociaimed. 

3) With regard to transferred property according to clause 2, the respective national park 
admirùstration shall execute utilitarian rights d_irectly or through a· legal persan, whorn it shall 
appoint for this purpose. 

4) The period specified for the transfer of property pursuant to clause 2, is prolonged to two 
years in the case of the Giant Mountain National Park. 

§ 23 

Property Rights to Certain Property 
in National Parks 

Forests, forest land resources, water courses and water stretches on the territory of national parles, 
which are state owned up to the date on which this Act cornes into legal force, cannot be 
appropriated. This does not effect the rights of physical or le gal persans pursuant to regulations on 
the restitution of property. 

§ 24 

Charges in National Parks 

1) The nature conservation authorities may collect charges from drivers of motor vehicles who 
drive them into and stay on the territory of a national park, or from persans who enter 
specifically se!ected parts of national parks. This does not apply to persans permanently 
workin•g or living on the territory of a national park, nor to physical persans owning 
recreatiollal facilities on the territory of -a national park. 

2) For driving in the territory of a national park with a motor vehicle, which is subject to 
charges· according to clause 1, the nature conservation authorities may also collect a one-time 
charge. The maximum arnount and the manner of imposing this charge shall be defined by 

13 e.g., act No.298/1990 on the Regulation of Certain 
Property Relations of Monastié Orders and 
Congregations and the Olomouc Archibishopric, act No. 
87/1991 on Out-of-Court Vindication, act No.403/1990 
on the Rernoval of Certain Property Injuries, act 
No.92/1991 on Conditions for the Transfer of Property 
to Other Persans, act No. 229/1991 on the Regulation 
of Property Relations to Land and Other Agricultural 
Property. 



the Ministry of Environment in a generally binding regula_tion. 

3) The amount of the charges, pursuant to clauses 1 and 2, and the manner of collecting charges, 
shall be specified by the nature conservation authority of the national park in a public notice. 

4) Charges in national parks are an income for the respective nature conservation authority of 
a national park. 

5) If a nature conservation authority makes use of its rights according to clauses 1 and 2, no 
additional charges may be collected in these places in accordance with the act on local 
charges 14 • 

Chapter Three 

§ 25 

Protected Landscape Areas 

1) Extensive territories with a harrnoniously formed Iandscape, a characteristically developed 
relief, a significant share of natural ecàsystems of forest and permanent grass growth, with 
abundant wood species, or with preserved monuments of historical settlement, may be 
proclaimed protected landscape areas. 

2) The utilitarian use of such territories must be carried out according to the zones of graded 
protection sa as ta preserve and improve their natural condition, and to preserve and create 
the optimum ecological function of these terri tories. Recreational use is admissible, provided 
it does not damage the narural values of the protected landscape area. 

3) Protected Iandscape areas, their mission and detailed condition are proclaimed by the 
Government of the Republic in a decree. 

§ 26 

The Basic Conditions: for the Protection 
of Protected Laodscape Areas 

1) On the entire territory of a protected landscape area it is prohibited: 

a) 

b) 

to neutralize waste other than in places assigned for this purpose with the approval 
of the nature conservation authorities; 

to camp and light fires except in places assigned for this purpose with the approval 

§ 10 of the Czech National Council act No.~65/1990 on 
Local Charges 



of the nature conservation authorities; 

c) to drive motor vehicles and traiI'ers (caravans) in the area ex.cept on roads, 
thoroughfares and places assigned to this purpose with the approval of the nature 
conservation authorities. This does not apply to vehicles belonging to state 
administrative bodies, vehicles necessary for forestry an~griculture, the defence 
of the country and for the potection.of the country and for the protection of the state 
border, for fire protection,· foc.medicl and veterinary services, and to vehicles 
belonging to water management organizations; 

d) to permit, or to carry out the intentionaJ dispersion of non-indigenous original plant 
and animal species; 

e) to use poisoned bait in the ex.ecution of hunting rights; 

f) to build new highways, settlement formations and navigation channels; 

g) to organize automobile and motorcycle races; 

h) to spread the thoroughfares with chemicals; 

i) to alter the preserved natural environrnenL contrary to the detailed conditions for the 
protection of protected landscape areas. 

2) On the territory of the first zone of a protected landscape area, it is also prohibited: 

a) to permit the placing and to place new buildings; 
b) to permit a change and to change the utilization of the territory; 

c) to alter the present composition and location of cultivated plant life if this alteration 
does not ensue from the care plan for protected landscape areas; 

d) to fertilize the land, use farm-sewage, silage juice and other liquid waste; 

e) to extract minerais and hummollites. 

3) On the.. territory of the first and second zones of a protected landscape area it 1s also 
prohibited: 

a) to farm the land in a manner which requires the use of intensive technology, 
particularly means and activities that can cause fundamental changes in the biological 
diversity, structure and function of ecosystems, or can irreversibly damage the soi! 
surface, to use biocides, to altet the water conditions, or to carry out extensive 

adjustments (alterations) of the terrain: 

b) to introduce the intensive breeding of game, e.g., in game enclosures, breeding farms 
and pheasantries; 

c) to organize bicycle races, except on roads, local thorougltfares and places assigncd 
for this purpose with the approval of the nature conservation authorities. 



§ 27 

Zones and Care Plans in Protected Landscape Areas 

1) For the detailed specification of the manner of protecting protected landscape areas, usually 
four, but at least three zones of graded nature conservation are demarcated; the first zone 
has- the~trictest ru les of protection. The zones are demarcated by the nature conservation 
authorities after discussing them with the respective central state administrative bodies, district 
councils and communities. A detailed regime for the nature conservation zones in protected 
landscape areas is determined together with the proclamation or alteration of the detailed 
conditions of protection in protected landscape areas (§ 25, clause 3) in a generally binding 
regulation. 

2) The nature conservation authorities propose and approve plans for the care of protected 
landscape areas (hereinafter "care plans") for a period of ten to fifteen years, to regulate and 
influence human activities with regard to the mission of protected landscape areas, and to set 
medium-terrn and long-terrn nature conservation tasks in these areas, particularly for the care 
of plants and animais. 

3) The care plans ensue from the conditions 'of protection in the nature conservation zones of 
protected landscape areas (paragraph 1 ), and are the initial foundation for territorial planning 
documentation, forestry plans, water resources development plans and other types of planning 
documentation. 

Chapter Four 

§ 28 

National Nature Reserves 

1) Smaller territories of an exceptional natural value, where the natural relief, together with a 
typical geological structure, forms ecosystefT!S which are unique and significant on a national 
or international scale, may be proclaimed national nature reserves by the nature conservation 
authorities, which at the same time specify their conditions of protection. 

2) The util ization of national nature reserves is possible only if their hitherto natural environment 
is preserved or improved. 

§-29 

Basic Conditions for the Protection 
of National Nature Reserves 

On the entire territory of national nature reserves it is prohibited: 

a) to farm the land in a manner which requires the use of intensive technottJgy, particularly 



means and act1v1t1es which can cause fundamental changes in the biological d iversity, 
structure and functions of ecosystems, or can îrreversibly damage the soi! surfacé, to use 
chemicals, to alter the water conditions, or to carry.out alterations of the terrain; 

b) to permit the placing of, and to place buildings; 

c) ta extract minerais and hummollites; 

d) step off marked paths, marked with the approval of the nature conservation authorities, with 
the exception of the owners or tenants of lands; 

e) to permit or to carry out the intentional dispersion of non-indigenous and animal species; 

t) to practice mountain climbing and tlying with parachutes and suspension gliders, and ta ride 
bicycles, except on roads, local thoroughfares and places assigned for this purpose by the 
nature conservation authorities; 

g) to introduce the intensive breeding of game, for instance in game enclosures, breeding farms 
and pheasantries, and to use poisoned bait in the execution of hunting rights; 

h) to drive rnotor vehicles, with the exception of vehicles belonging to state administrative 
bodies, vehicles necessary for forestry and agriculture, the defence of the country and 
protection of state borders, fire protection, and for medical and veterinary services; 

i) to pick plants or catch animais, if this does not involve cases pursuant to § 30; 

j) to camp and light fires, except in places assigned to this purpose by the nature conservation 
authorities; 

k) to alter the preserved natural environment contrary to the detailed conditions for the 
protection of national nature reserves. 

§ 30 

Hunting and Fishing Rights 
in National Nature Reserves 

The execution of hunting and fishing rights in national nature reserves is possible onJy with the 
approval of the nature conservation authorities. 

§ 31 

National Nature Reserve Forests 

Forests in national nature reserves cannot be categorized as utilitarian forests 11
; the provisions on 

interventions against pests 12 and on cases of exceptional circumstances and unforseen damage 1
J may 

be applied only with the approval and to the extent determined by the nature conservation authorities. 



§ 32 

Property Rights to Certain Property 
in National Nature Reserves 

Forests, forest land resources, water courses, water stretches and unbuilt-on land on the territory of 
national nature reserves, which are state owned up to the date on which this Act cornes into force, 
cannot be appropriated. This doès-·not-effect the rights of physical and legal persans pursuant to 
regulations on the restitution of property 13

• 

§ 33 

Nature Re.serves 

!) Smaller territories of concentrated natural values with ecosystems, typical and significant for 
the involved geographical region, may be proclaimed nature reserves by the nature 
conservation authorities, which at the same time determine the detailed conditions of their 
protection. 

2) Unbuilt-on land on the territory of nature reserves, which is state owned to the date on which 
this Act cornes into force, may be àppropriated only with the approval of the Ministry of 
Environment. This does not effect the r_ights of physical and legal persans pursuant to 
regulations on the restitution of property13

• 

§ 34 

Basic Conditions for the Protection of Nature Reserves 

1) On the entire territory of a nature reserve it is prohibited: 

a) _ to farm land in a manner which requires the use of intensive technology, 
1)articularly means and acitivities which can alter the biological diversity, structure 
and function of ecosystems, or irreversibly damage the soil surface; 

b) to use biocides; 
c) to permit the placing of and to place new buildings; 

d) to permit or carry out the intentional dispersion of 
plant and animal species; 

geographically non-indigenous 

e) to pick plants or catch animais, with the exception of the execution of hunting and 
fishing rights, or the picking of forest fruit; 

t) ta alter the preserved natural environment contrary to the detailed conditions of 
protection in nature reserves. 

2) The nature conservation authorities may limit the execution of hunting and fishing rights if 
it is contrary to the conditions of protection on nature reserve territory. 



Chapter Five 

§ 35 

National Natural Monuments 

1) A natural formation of a smaller extent, particularly a geological or geomorphological 
formation, a minerai deposit, or rare or endangered species in fragments of ecosystems, of 
national or- international environmental, scientific or ae.<;thetic significance, as well as such 
formations which were formed by nature and human activities, may be proclaimed a national 

natural monument by the nature conservation authorities, which at the same time shall 
determioe the detailed conditions of its protection. 

2) Changing or damaging national natural monuments and their utilization is prohibited, if this 
could cause their damage. 

3) Forests, forest land resources, water courses, water stretches and unbuilt-on land on the 
territory of national natural monuments, which are state owned to the date on which this Act 
cornes into force, cannot be appropriated. This does not effect the rights of physical and legal 
persons pursuant to regulations on the·restitution of propertyJJ. 

§ 36 

Natural Monuments 

1) A natural formation of a srnaller extent, particularly a geological or geomorphological 
formation, a mineral deposit or rare or endangered species in fragments of ecosystems, of 
national or international environmental, scientific or aesthetic significance, as well as such 
formations which were formed by nature and human activities·, may be proclairned a national 

naturâl monument by the nature· conservation authorities, which at the some time shall 
determine the detailed conditions of its protection. 

2) Unbuilt-in lands on the territory of natural monuments, which are state owned up to the date 
on which this Act came into force, may be appropriated with the approval of the Ministry of 
Environment. This does not effect the rig_hts of physical and. legal persans pursuant to 
regulations on the restitution of property13

• 

Chapter Six 

§ 37 



The Protective Zones of Particularly 
Protected Areas 

1) If it is necessary to safeguard particularly protected areas from disturbing influences of the 
surroundings, a protective zone may be proclaimed for them, where it is possible to specify 
activities and actions that are subject to the prier approval of the nature conservation 
authorities. A protective zone is proclaimed by the authority which proclaimed the 
particularly protected-area, and which shall do so in the same manher;·-lf..!__protective zone 
for a national nature reserve, a national natural monument, a nature reserve or a natural 
monument is not proclaimed, then the area within a distance of 50 m from the borders of a 
particularly protected area becornes a protective zone. 

§ 38 

Care Plans for Selected Particular!y Protected Areas 

1) The· development of the natural conditions in national nature reserves, nature reserves, or in 
national natural monuments and natural monuments and their protective zones, is regi.rlated 
on the basis of care plans. These plans contain instructions for the regulation of natural 
development and human activities, particul~rly for the ex.ecution of practical interventions in 
the respective particularly protected parts of nature. 

2) The care plans are approved by the nature ·conservation authorities, as a rule for a period of 
ten years. They are used as a binding foûndation for other types of planning documents, 
particularly for forestry plans and territori.al planning documentation. 

3) The Ministry of Environment may specify detatls on the requisites of the care plans tn a 
generally binding regulation. 

§ 39 

Contractual Protection of Certain 
Particularly Protec'ted Parts of Nature 

Nature conservation authorities may also establish nature reserves, natural monuments and 
memorable trees (§ 46), including their protectivë:zones, on the basis of a written agreement on the 
conditions of protection, concluded between the a~thority authorized to proclaim them and the owner 
of the involved land, under the condition that a thus concluded agreement shall be permanently bound 
to the involved land in the form of a burden on the land. 

§ 40 

Proclamation Procedures for Particularly Protected Areas 

l) The nature conservation authorities, authorized to proclaim particularly protected areas, shall 
notify the owners and tenants of the involved lands of their intention tg. do so. The nature 



conservation authorities shall notify the owners and tenants of the involved. lands through the 
community authorities of their intention to proclaim a national park or a pràtected landscape 
area, as a rule in the form of a public notice. The Ministry of Environment shalt specifY. the 
details of notification, pursuant to this clause, in a generally binding regulation. 

2) The owners of the involved lands are entitled to raise objections to the intention to proclaim 
a part[cularly protected area, pursuant to clause I, within 30 day of the date on-which they 
received notification thereof, or of the date on which the public notice was issued, in th.e form 
of a written communication to the nature conservation authority which issued the notification. 

3) The nature conservation authority, authorized to proclaim a particularly protected area, must 
assess the objections, pursuant to clause 2, and inform those who raised the objections, of its 
conclusions within 60 days. 

4) From the date on which they were notified of the intention to proclaim a particularly 
protected area according to clause 1, until the final decision, but for a period no longer than 
two years, Lrie ow!"!ers of L'1e involved land must refrain from any interventions which could 
negatively change or damage the preserved natural condition of the territory proposed for 
particular protection. 

§ 41 

Discussion of Proclamation Intentions 
with the State Administrative Bodies 

1) The nature conservation authorities shall discuss their intention to proclaim a national park, 
a protected landscape area, a national nature reserve or national natural monument with the 
central state administrative bodies, according to separate regulations15

• 

2) The state administrative bodies in question must deliver their opinion on the proposais and 
intentions, pursuant to clause·l, within 30 days of the date on which they were submitted. 

§ 42 

The Filing and Marking of Particularly Protected Areas 

!) . Particularly protected areas are recorded in the central files of the nature conservation 
authorities (hereinafter "central files"). 

2) The central files are public and anyone may examine them in the presence of an authorized 
persan. The Ministry of Environment shall determine the details for filing in a generally 
binding regu!ation, and in this regulation shall aJ30 determine the !egal person authorized to 
keep the central files. 

15 E.g.,law No.61/1977, law No. 53/1977 on.the Protection 
of Agricultural L, nd Resources, in the wording of law 
No.75/1976 (complete wording of law No. 124/1~76), law 
No. 138/1973, law No. 50/1976. 



~i) The nature conservation authorities shall notify the appropriate geodesy and cartography 
authorities 16 of every proclamation, change: or cancellation of a particularly protected area, 
pûrsuant to clause 1. 

4) The large national emblem of the Czech Republic shall be used to mark national parks, 
protected landscape areas, national nature reserves and national natural monuments. The small 
national emblem of the Czech Republic shall be used to mark nature reserves and natural 
monuments. 

5) The Ministry of Environment shall specify the details for the manner of marking particularly 
protected areas in maps and in the territory. 

§ 43 

Exceptions from Prohibitions 
in Particularly Protected Areas 

In cases where public interest markedly predominates nature conservation interests, the nature 
conservation authority, authorized to proclaimprotection, may permit exceptions from prohibitions 
pursuant to § § 16, 26, 29, 34 and § 35, clause 2. 

§ 44 

Approval of Sorne· Activities 
in Particularly Protected Areas 

1) Without the approval of the .nature conservation authorities no decision may be issued on the 
placing, permission or change in the use of buildings17, on permission to treat water and for 
water-management works on permision for certain activities18, or on granting permission 1

? 

according to the Water Act. 

2) ActivîtiE:S and interventions, which are subject to the prior approval of the nature 
conservation authorities, may be specified in the detailed conditions of protection for 
particularly protected aresa. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Law No.22/1964 on Reai Property Records, in the 
wording of CNC law Nb.157/1983, Public Notice No. 
·23/1964 for the execution of law- No. 22/1964 in the 
wording of Public Notices 133/1965 and 19/1984, law 
No. 46/1971 on Geodesy and Cartography. CNC law No. 
36/1973 on Geodesy and Cartography Authorities. 

Law No. 50/1976 

§ 8 to § 10 of law No. 138/1973 

§ 13 of law No. 138/1973 



§ 45 

The Cancellation of Particularly Protected Areas 
and Their Protective Zones 

1) The authority which proclaimed an area and its protective zone a particularly protected area, 
is authorized to cancel this protection in the same manner in which it was proclaimed, all(I 
this only for reasons for which no exception from the detailed conditions of protection(§ 43) 
can be granted, or if the reasons for particular protection cease to exist. 

2) Contractual particular protection of an area, proc!aimed according to § 39, may be cancelled 
on the basis of a written agreement between the owner of the land and the nature conservation 
authority authorized to proclaim it. If the owner of the land does not agree, the nature 
conservation authority, which is authorized to conclude the agreement, shall decide the 
cancel\ation itsel f. 

PART FOUR 

Memorable Trees, Particularly Protected 
Plant, Animal and-Minerai Species 

Chapter One 

§ 46 

Memorable Trees and Their Protective Zones 

1) By t.lfe decision of the nature conservation authorities, exceptionally remarkable trees, groups 
of trees.and rows of tree may be proclaimed memorable trees. 

2) It is prohibited to damage and destroy trees and to disturb their natural development; their 
tending is carried out with the approval of the nature conservation authority which 
proclaimed their protection. r· 

3) If it is necessary to safeguard memorable trees from the damaging influence of the 
surroundings, the nature conservation authority which proclaimed them shall demarcate a 
protective zone for them, where certain activities and interventions may be carried out only 
with the prior approval of the nature conservation authority. If tliis authority does not do so, 
every tree shall have a basic protective zone in the shape of a circle of a radius equal to ten 
times the diameter of the tree trunk, measured 130 cm above ground level. No harmful 
activities, such as construction work, alternations of the terrain, drainage, chemical 
applications, are permitted within this zone. 

4) The nature conservation authorities may cancel the protection of a memorable tree only for 
reasons for which an exception according to § 56 is granted. 



§ 47 

Recording and Marking Memorable Trees 

1) Memorable trees are recorded in the central files (§ 42, clauses 1 and 2). 

2) The small national emblem of the Czech Republic shall be used to mark a memorable tree. 

3) The Ministry of Environment shall specify more detailed conditions for the manner of 
marking memorable trees in the open and in maps in a generally binding regulation. 

§ 48 

Particularly Protected Plants and Animais 

1) Endangered or rare, scientifically or culturally significant plant and animal species may be 
proclaimed particularly protected species. 

2) According to the degree to which they are endangered, particularly protected plant and 
animal species are divided into the following groups: 

a) critically endangered species; 
b) severel y endangered species; 
c) endangered species. 

3) A list of particularly protected plant and animal species and the degree of jeopardy, according 
to clauses 1 and 2, shall be determined by the Ministry of Environment in a generally binding 
regulation. 

§ 49 

Basic Conditions for the Protection 
of Particularly Protected Plants 

1) Particularly protected plants are protected· ir{ ail their underground and above-ground parts 
and ail stages of deve!opment; their biotopë is also protected. It is prohibited to collect, pick, 
dig up, dama&e, destroy, or otherwise disturb the developrnent of these plants. 

2) Protection according to this Act does not apply to plants: 

a) if they grow naturally within other èultirated plant life and if 
they are destroyed, darnaged or disturbed in their natural deve1oprnent in connection with the 
usual cultivation of this cultirated plant lifé 

b) if they are grown in culturated plant life which is acquired in a permitted manner 

c) if they corne from imported species and are not subject ta protection according to 
international conventions. 



3) Usual cultivation according to clause 2, letter a) must not be understood as an intervention 
which could cause changes in the hydrological soi! çonditions, soil surface or chemical 
properties of the environment, except for interventions in the course of usual forestry work 
in accordance with the valid forestry plans. 

4) The provisions of clause 2, letter a) do not apply to ___ ~riticaJly and severely endangered 
species; in this case the manner of usual cultivation_r~quiresthe prior opinion of the nature 
conservation authorities, which may impose compensàtory-protective measures, e.g. the 
rescue transfer of the plants. 

5) The more detailed conditions of protection of partîcularly protected plants shall be specified 
by the Mînistry of Environment in a generally binding regulation. 

§ 50 

Basic Conditions for the Protection 
of Particularly Protected Animais 

!) Particularly protected animais are protected in ail their stages of development. The natural 
and artificial habitats they use, as well as their biotopes, are protected. Selected animais, 
which are protected even when perished, shall be specified by the Ministry of Environment 
in a generally binding regulation. 

2) It is prohibited to harmfully intervene in, the natural development of particularly protected 
animals, especially to catch them, hold them in captivity, disturb, injure or kil! them. It is not 
permitted to collect, destroy, damage or transfer them in any of their stages of development, 
nor the habitats they use. 

3) Protection, according to this Act, does not apply to cases when intervention in the natural 
development of particularly protected animais is demostrably necessary in consequence of 
current work on real or othet property, or for hygienic reasons. In such cases the manner and 
time of such interventions requires the prior opinion of the nature conservation authorities, 
which may impose compensatory protective measures, e.g. the rescue transfer of the animais. 

4) The provisions of clause 3 do not apply tci severely and critically endangered species. 

5) More detailed conditions of protection of particularly protected animais, especially if this 
concerns zoological gardens, rescue breeding, care of injured animals, and authorized 
taxidermy, shall be determined by the Ministry of Environmeot in a generally binding 
regulation. 

§ 51 

The Particular Protection of Minerais 

1) Minerai species, which are rare or scientitïcally or culturally vaJuable, may 5e proclaimed 



particularly protected minerais. 

2) It is not permitted to damage or collect particularly protectedminerals in the place of their 
natural deposit without the pprovaJ of the nature conservation authorities. 

3) A list of part1cularly protected minerais, pursuant to clause l, and the detailed conditions of 
theîr protection shall be specitïed by the Ministry of Environment in a generally binding 
regulation. 

§ 52 

Rescue Programmes for Particularly Protected Species 

Ali nature conservation authorities must establish rescue programmes for the protection of 
particularly protected plant and animal specîes, with the aim to create conditions enabling such a 
reinforcement of the population of these species whîch would lead to a lesser degree of their jeopardy. 
Rescue programmes consist in a proposai for and implementation of special controlled development 
regimes, such as rescue breeding, introduction, réintroduction, rescue transfers and other accessible 
methods suitable for achieving the pursued aim. 

§ 53 

Export 

1) The export of particularly protected animais, plants and minerais is prohibited. In exceptional 
cases deserving special consideration, the Mînistry of Environment may grant permission for 
the export of such species. 

2) This permission does not replace approval according to separate regulations:o. 

§ 54 

Evidence of Origin 

1) Whosoever keeps, offers for sale or processes particularly protected plants, particularly 
protected animais, or plants and animais protected in accordance with international 
conventions (§ 5, clause 6), must, upon the summons of a nature conservation authority prove 
the permissive rnanner of their acquisition-(permitted import, perrnitted breeding or collection, 
permitted growing in cultures, etc.). It is prohibited to keep, offer for sale, or process 
particularly protected plants, animais, or animais and plants protected according to 
international conventions, without evidence of their origin. 

2) Whosoever keeps, off ers for sale or processes a plant or animal, pursuant to clause 1, must 
prove his identity if so requested by a nature conservation authority or nature guard (§ 81 ). 

20 E.g., law No. 87/1987 on Veterinary Care 



Chapter Two 

§ 55 

Discussion of Proclamation Intentions 

l) The nature conservation authorities shall discuss their intention to proc!aim memorable trees 
with the owners of such trees and with the state administrative bodies involved according to 
separate regulations 21), in accordance with § 40. 

2) Particularly protected plant, animal and minerai species are proclairned by the nature 
conservation authorities in agreement with the Ministry of Agriculture and after discussing 
them with the central state administrative bodies involved, according to separate 
regulations11 . · 

3) The involved central state administrative bodies must state their opinion on the proposais and 
intentions, submitted according to clause 1, within 30 days of the date on which they were 
submitted. 

§ 56 

Exceptions to Prohibitions Concerning Memorable 
Trees and Particularly Protected Plant, 

Animal and Mineral Species 

In cases where other public interests significantly predominanate nature conservation interests, the 
nature conservation authorities shall permit exceptions to prohibitions concerning memorable trees 
and particularly protected plant, animal and mineràl species, pursuant to § 46, clause 2, § 49, § 50 
and § 51, clau~e 2. 

§ 57 

Approval of Sorne· Activities Concerning Particularly 
Protected Plant, Anim?I and Minera! Species 

It is possible to specify activities and interventions, which are subject to the prior approval of the 
naature conservation authorities, in the detailed conditions for the protection of particularly protected 

21 E.g., law No. 23/1962, law No.102/1963,law No.61/1964, 
law No.61/1977. law No.44/1988 on the Protection 
Utilization of Mineral Wealth (The Mine Act) ,in the 
wording of the CNC law No.541/1991. 



plant animal (§ 50, 
clâuse 5) and minerai (§ 51, clause 3) species. 

PART FIVE 

Sorne Limitations of Property Rights, Financial Contributions in Nature Conservation, Access to 
the Landscape, Public Participation, and Right to Information in Nature Conservation. 

Chapter One 

Basic Obligations 

Whosoever enjoys nature and the landscape must suffer the limitations ensuing from this Act. 

The Ensurement of Lands 
for Establishing Systems of Ecological Stability 

1) To ensure the conditions for establishing a system of ecological stability, measures, projects 
and plans according to § 4, _clause 1, are c~rried out in agreement with the owner of the land. 

2) If the establishment of a system of ecological stability requires a change in the utilization of 
land, which the owner of this land does not agree to, the Land OfficeZZ shall offer to 
exehange his land for land in the possession of the state, adequate in area and quality to his 
original)and, and if possible, in the sam~ community where the major part of the land is 
Iocated. ,, 

3) Provisions on. the protection of agricu!turai land resources23 and the protection of forest land 
resources· 1) do not apply to lands required:: for the implemeotation of ineasures~ projects and 
plants for the establishment of systems ofeèological stability, pursuant to § 4, clause 1. 

22 

23 

§ 60 

Expropriation and Obligatory Transfers of Management Rights 

CNC law No. 284/1991 on Land Regulation and Land 
Offices 

Law No. SJ/1966 



1) It is' possible to expropriate real rroperty or t.he property rights to t.his property for t.he 
protection of nature and t.he landscape in cases speci fied b y a sep ara te regulation14

• 

2) Procedures of separate regulations on expropriationz:s shall be applied in cases of 
expropriation pursuant to clause 1, and based on a proposa! of t.he nature conservation 
aut.horities. 

3) A nature conservation author:Hy may transfer t.he management rights to state-owned property 
to itself for reasons and to t.he extent specified in clause 1. The transfer of management 
rights is free of charge; it may only be charged if the transerer acquired t.he real property for 
a charge. 

4) The Ministry of Environment shall specify t.he procedural details for transfers of management 
rights, pursuant to clause 3, in a generally binding regulation. 

§ 61 

State Preemption Rights 
and the Financing of Land Purchase 

1) Owners of not built-on land, which is located outside settlement formations on the territory 
of national parks, national nature reserves or national natural monuments, and owners of 
caves, must, in t.he case of t.heir intended sale, first offer the sale of t.hese lands to t.he 
nature conservation authorities. If t.hese aut.horities do not mani fest a b ind ing interest in th is 
land in writing within 60 days of the date on which t.hey received the offer, t.he owners may 
carry out the intended sale of t.heir land. 

2) It is possible to provide a financial contribution from t.he State Environment Fund of the 
Czech Republic 7 to ensure t.he purchase of land in particularly protected areas or significant 
landscape components by the state. 

§ 62 

Admittance to Lands 

1) Ali nature conservation authority employees, who in the course of their work prove t.heir 
identity with an official identification card,, are entitled to enter foreign lands for the execution 
of tasks ensuing from this Act and from other nature and landscape protection regulations. 
When so doing, they may also carry out necessary measurements, observation, 
documentation, and may demand information necessary for determining the condition of the 
envirorunent. When carrying out these activities the nature conservation authority employees 
must spare the lands as much as possible, as well as all the ownerl s rights. 
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2) The state is responsible for any damage caused by employees of the nature conservation 
authorities in the execution of their activities according ta clause 1. The state cannoc be 
exempted from th is obi igation. 

3) Admittance to prernises and buildings, used by the armed forces and arme<l corps, is 
governed by separate regulations:6. 

§ 63 

Access to the Landscape 

1) It is not permitted to establish or disestablish publicly accessible roads17
, trails and paths 

outside the built-in area of a community without the approval of the respective nature 
conservation authority. The community authorities keep records of publicly accessible roads, 
trails and paths within their territorial province. 

2) Everybody is entitled to free passage over lands in the possession or tenancy of the state, a 
community, or other legal persans, provided he does not cause damage ta the property or the 
health of another persorr, and does not transgress the rights ta protection of another person's 
public personality"1 or neighbourhood rights29

• In so doing everybody must respect the 
Iegitirnate rights of the owner or tenant or the land and the appropriate generally binding 
regulations:JO. 

3) The rights pursuant ta clause 2 do not apply to built-on land or building sites, courtyards, 
gardens, orchards, vineyards, hop-gardens and lands destined for animal farming. Arable 
soi!, meadows and grazing lands are exempted from the rights, pursuant to clause 2, at a 
time when damage may be caused to the growth or soi!, or du ring the grazing of cattle". 
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4) When enclosing or fencingin land which is not exempted from the right of free passage 
pursuant to clause 3, the owner or tenant of the land must ensure free passage over the land 
by technical or other means, and in a suitable place. 

§ 64 

Limitation of Access for Nature Conservation Reasons 

If there is danger of damage to the territory in national parks, national nature reserves, national 
natural monuments and in the fïrst zone of protected landscape areas, primarily by an excessive 
inflow of visitors, the nature conservation authorities may, after discussing it with the involved 
communities, limit or prohibit public access to these territories or to their parts. Prohibited or limited 
access must be properly marked on ail the access roads and paths, and in a su itable manner in other 
places as well. 

§ 65 

Affecting the Interests of Nature Conservation 

Astate administrative body, when issuing decisioris in accordance with separate regulationi", which 
could affect the interests protected by this Act, can do so only in agreement with the nature 
conservation authorities, provided this Act does not prescribe another procedure. 

§ 66 

Limitation and Prohibition of Activities 

The nature conservation authorities are entitled to impose upon physical and legal persans conditions 
for the execution of activities which could cause an unwarranted change in generally or particularly 
protected parts of nature, or they may prohibit such activities. 

ChapterTwo 

The Obligations of Investors 

1. Whoever, within the framework of construction work or other use of the landscape, intends 
ta carry out consequential interventions whkh could affect protected interests pursuant to 

32 E.g., law No.61/1977, law No.138/1973, law Ncr.50/1976. 



Parts Two, Three or Four of this Act (hereinafter "investor"), must at his own expense 
arrange for a natural scientific study of the involved land and procure a written assessment 
of the effect of the intended intervention on plants and animais (hereinafter "biological 
assesssrnent") if this intervention is found necessary by the nature conservation authority 
which isappropriate to approve it. The physical or legal person, who makes the biologicat 
assessrnent on the basis of a proposal made by the investor or participant of. tne pertinent 
procedure, must be approved by the nature co~servation authority with reg~rd ··ro his 
qualifications. The Ministry of Environment shall specify the details for biologidl· 
assessment in a generally binding regulations. 

2. A biological asse.ssrnent, pursuant to clause 1, is not required if it is already a part of another 
environmental assessment in accordance with other generally binding regulations3 and at 
the same time meets the requirements of a biological assessment. 

3. The natural scientific study and the biological assessment, according to clauses 1 and 2, are 
used as supporting material in decisions made by the nature conservation authorities. 

4. If this Act or other regulations, or the results of the biological assessment, according to 
clause 1 or 2, necessitates other compensatory nature protection measures (such as the 
building of technical barriers, the transfer of plants or animais), the investor must implernent 
these measures at his own expense. The nature conservation authorities shall decide the 
extent and necessity of such measures. 

§"68 

Measures-for the Improvement of the Natural Environment 
i~. ' 

1) Owners and tenants of land shall, if it is within their power, improve the condition of the 
pre.served natural environment and landsc_àpe for the purpose of preserving the diversity of 
natural_species and systems of ecological'stability . 

. ·• cf• 

2) Nature conservation authorities or community authorit_ies may conclude written agreements 
with owners or tenants of land to take care of the land for nature conservation reasons .. 

3) The, nature conservation authorities- are. entitled to improve the natural environment and 
landscape, according to clause 1, themse!v'es or through another person if the owner or tenant 
of the land does not respond to the appeal:of-the nature conservation authorities and.does· not 
do so himself, especially if this involves the protection of particularly protected parts of 
nature and significant landscape components. 

4) The owners and tenants of the land must suffer interventions pursuant to clause 3, and.enable 
persans, who are carrying them out, to enter the land. The nature conservation authorities 
must inform the owners or tenants of the extent and date of the intervention in advance. The 
nature conservation authority which ordered these interventions is responsible for any 

3J Law No. 17/1992 on the Environment. 



damage the owners or tenants rnay suffer in connection with these interventions. This does 
not effect the responsibility of persons carrying out these interventions. 

§ 69 

Financial Contributions 

1) A financial contribution may be granted to owners or tenants of the involved lands for taking 
care of these lands pursuant to § 68, clause 2, provided they refrain from certain activities, 
or carry out agreed-upon work for the improvement of the natural environment. 

2) A financial contribution may also be granted to a persan who cames out compensatory 
protectivè measures according to § 49 or § 50. 

3) The fin2.nci2.! coP-tribution, pursuant to clause 1, may be granted by nature conservation or 
community authorities on the basis of a written agreement. The Ministry of Environrnent shall 
specify details concerning the conditions for granting a contribution, as we!l as the ùetails 
of the pertinent agreement, in a generally binding regulation. 

4) The contribution, pursuant to clause 1, rnay also be granted from the State Environment 
Fund of the Czech Republic7

• 

Chapter Three 

§ 70 

The Participation of Citizens 

1) The p.rotection of nature, pursuant to this Act, is carried out with the direct participation of 
citizens-through their civic associations34 ·and voluntary groups or organizations attached to 

· the nature conservation authorities. 

2) The locally appurtenant organizational unit of a civic association, the main mission of which 
according to its statutes is the conservation of nature, provided it is a legaL entity, 
(hereinafter "civil association") is entitled to demand that the respective state administrative 
bodies ifnorm it in advance of ail the intended interventions and initiated administrative 
proceedings which could involve nature and landscape 
according to this Act. 

protection interests, protected 

3) Under the conditions and in cases pursuant to clause 2; a c1v1c assoc1at1on is entitled to 
participate in administrative proceedings, provided it notifies the state administrative body 
which initiated the administrative proceedings, of its participation within 8 days of the date 
on which these proceedings were started; in this case the civic associations rote is that of a 

34 § 2 of law No.83/1990 on the Association of citizens. 



participant of the proceedings35
• 

§ 71 

The Participation of Communities 

1) Through their authorities, communities in volve themselve.s in the protection of nature and the 
landscape in their territorial district. They in particu!ar advance their opinion on the 
establishment and disestablishment of particularly protected areas, memorable trees and their 
protective zones. 

2) The nature conservation authorities must. cooperate with commun1t_1es, submit supporting 
materials and information to them, give them the necessary explanations for nature 
interventions and for methods of protecting the environment, particularly if the.se 
interventions could negatively effect the environment in the community or limit the 
execution of the community inhabitants rights. 

3). The community authorities are participants in administrative proceedings within their 
territorial district, pursuant to this Act, provided they do not decide the same matter in the 
role of a state administrative body. 

§ 72 

The Right to Information on Nature 
and Landscape Protection 

1) The authorities which carry out the state· administration of nature conservation according to 
this Act must, within the scope of their activities, keep records of information, which must 
include: 

al directive administrative acts in nature conservation; 
b) proposais for initiating administrative proceedings; 
c) issued decisions, including decisfons made in appellate or revisional proceedings; 
d) ail written and other supporting materials for the issued decisions, particularly 

minutes and records of meetings; testimony of witnesses, written evidence, expert 
opinions; 

e) proposals for proclaiming particularly protected components of nature, and the 
statements of the owners or tenants of the involved land to these intentions (§ 40 and 
§ 55); 
other important information known to the authorities, related to the execution 
and management of nature conservation, particufuly information on the condition 
and developrnent of the natural environment. 

2) The information mentioned irt clause 1, is accessible to physical and legal persans during the 

)5 § 14 of law No.71/19~7 on Administrative ~roceedings 
(The Administration Rules). 



office hours of the-nature conservation authorities, if it is not an economic or state secret.:-6 
or if the publication of the location of particularly_ protected plant, animal or minerai species 
does not endanger or disturb them. This information is available free of charge, with the 
exception of information mentioned in clause 1-, letter f, used for business purposes. 
Everybody has the right to make except.s from the documents mentioned in clause 1, and if 
it is technically possible, to have copies made of them by the nature conservation authorities 
for the price of materialcosts. 

§ 73 

Science and Research 

1) The nature conservation authorities cooperate with professionally qua!ifïed lega! and physica! 
persans in the protection of nature and the landscape, particularly in the proclamation and 
protection of particularly protected parts of nature, or in the abandonment of their protection. 
or in the preparation of plans for the care of particu!arly protected areas. 

2) The nature conservation authorities may order or permit an expert opinion concerning the 
protection of nature and the landscape and the research of particularly protected areas, to be 
carried out onJy by those physical or legal persans who are qualitïed to do so. 

§ 74 

Cooperation in Nature Conservation 

1) The nature conservation authorities actively participate in international cooperation in nature 
conservation, rneet the obligations ensuing:from international conventions, programmes and 
project adopted for the conservation of nature. Within the scope of its activities, the Ministry 
of Environrnent may issue a generally binding regulation to ensure the tasks ensuing from 
international obligations. 

2) The nature conservation authorities shall pay particular attention to the proclamation and 
protect'ÎOfl of territories adjoining particularly protected areas in the Slovak Republic and in 
the neighbouring countries of the Czech Republic, as well as to the protection of animais, 
freely passing across the state borders; and to natural transboundary resources in the Czech 
Republic. 
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Chapter One 

§ 75 

The Nature Conservation Authorities 

1) n-e nature conservation authorities are: 
a) communities; 
b) district offices; 
c) administrations of national parks and protected landscape areas; 
d) the Czech Environment lnspectionJ 7

; 

e) the Ministry of Environment. 

2) The nature conservation authorities carry out the state administration of nature and Iandscape 
protection according to this Act. 

The Scope of Activitie_<; of Communities 

1) Communities: 

a) participate in the protection of nature and the landscape in their territorial districts 
according to § 68, clause 2, § 69, clause 2 and§ 71; 

b) with the exception of national parks; permit the felling of wood species, and are 
entitled to stop, limit or prohibit the felling of wood species according to § 9, with 
the exception of the territories of national parks, and must keep records of lands 
suitable for compensatory plantingypursuant to § 9, clause 2; 

c) k~ep records of publicly accessible:roads·, trails and paths in their territorial district, 
pursuant to § 63, clause 1. 

2) Authorized community offices38
: 

a) register significant landscape compç,nents, pursuant to § 6; 
b) issue· binding opinions according to § 4, clause 2, to interventions· in· registered 

landscape components; 
c) assess and demarcate local systems of ecological stabiljty; 
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d) proclaim memorable trees- and their protective zones according to § 46, clause 1, and 
approve their tending according to § 46, clause 2; 

e) approve the establishment or disestablishment of roads, trails and paths according to 
§ 63, clause 1; 

f) impose fines for misdemeanours according to § 87, clause l and for illegal conduct 
according to § 88, clause l outside the territory of national parks and protected 
landscape areas. 

3) The scope of activities of authorized district councils, according ta clause 2, does not apply 
ta the territory of national parks, protected landscape areas, national nature reserves, nature 
reserves, national natural monuments and natural monuments. 

4) Statutory towns carry out the state administration of nature conservation in the extent 
entrusted to communities, authorized community councils and district councils (§ 77). 

5) The Capital City of Prague and its municipal districts carry out the state administration of 
nature conservation to extent specified by a separate regulatiorr9

. 

§ -77 

The Scope of Activities of District Offices 

1) District offices prepare the policy for nature and landscape protection in the district and carry 
out the state administration of nature conservation in their territorial district, provided 
another nature conservation authority is not authorized to do sa (§ 76, § 79 and § 80) and 
if it does not involve the territory of a national park or protected landscape area (§ 78). 

2) District offices also keep excerpts from the central files on nature conservation (§ 42 and § 
47) within their territorial district. For important reasons they may extend their scope of 
activiti~ to include community matters pursuant to. § 76, clause 1, letter b), as well as 
matters· pursuant to § 76, clause 2 within the scope of activities of the authorized community 
councils. They impose fines according to this Act, provided another nature conservation 
authority is not authorized to do so (§ 76,, clause 2, letter f) and § 78, clause 2). 

3) District offices may issue a public notice according to § 5, clause l of this Act to limit or 
prohibit disturbing activities, a public notice on the establishment of a natural park according 
to § 12, clause 3, a public notice on the establishment of a nature reserve according to § 33, 
and a public notice on the establishment of a natural monument according to § 36. 

§ 78 

39 § 14 of law No. 418/1990 on the Capital City of Prague 



The Scope of Activities of Administrations 
of National Parks and Protected Landscape Areas 

l) The state administration of nature conservation and landscape protection on the territory of 
national parks, protected landscape areas and their protective zones, is carried out by the 
administrations of national parks and protected landscape areas, (hereinafter 
",:dministrations"), provided a community, the Ministry of Environment or the (:..zech 
Environment Inspection is not àuthorized to da so by this Act. A lise of the administrations 
o,'n the territory of the Czech Republic and their seats,- is given in the annex to this Act. The 
ë1dministration of the National Park Sumava is at the same time the administration of the 
Protécted Landscape Area Sumava. 

2) Administrations keep excerpts from the central fïles on nature conservation (§ 42 and § 47) 
within their territorial district. For important reasons they may extend ù1eir scope of 
activities to include community matters according to § 76, clause 1, letter b) and clause 2, 
Ietters c) to e); they settle and impose fines according to this Act for misdemeanours and 
il!egal conduct on the territory of national parks and protected landscape areas. They are 
authorized to issue a public notice on the establishment of nature reserves (§ 33 and natural 
monuments (§ 36). 

3) Administrations at the same time fulfil the tasks of professional nature conservation 
organizations within their territorial districts. These tasks include stock-taking and natural 
scientific surveys, documentation and investigations of nature conservation activities, 
cooperation with research and scientifïc institutions, watch services, informative and popular 
educational activities. 

4) On the territory of national parks, national park administrations also carry out activities, 
entrusted in accordance with separate regulations to district councils, communities and 
authorized district councils in the sphere of forestry, hunting, tïshing and the protection of 
agricultural land resources-<0 

5) National park administrations propose plans for the care of national parks (§ 18), issue a 
public notice on the visitors. Rules for a national park (§ 19) and on charges in a national 
park (§ 24, clause 3), approve forestry pl~ns for forests locatecl on the territory of national 
parks, grant permission to carry out resear·ch activities in national parks (§ 73) and establish 
councils (§ 20). 

§ 79 

The Scope of Activities of the Ministry of Environment 

1) The Ministry of Environment is the central state administrative body for nature conservation 
in the Czech Republic. 

2) The Ministry of Environment: 
a) prepares prognoses and po!icy far the nature conservation strategy in the Czeçh 

Republic 
b) coordinates state scientifïc and research activities in the sphere of nature and 

40 Laws No. 96/1977, 23/1962, 102/1963 and SJ/1966. 



landscape protection 
c) cooperates with the Ministry of Education of the Czech Republic in the sphere of 

nature and landscape protection. 

3) The Ministry of Environment also: 

a) èfemarcates and a.ssesses supra-regional system of ecological stability; 
b) issues public notices with which it procl;-iims national nature reserves (§ 28). and 

national natural monuments(§ 35), particularly protected plant and animal specil~ rn 
48) and minerai species (§ 5 !), and which specify the detailed conditions for their 
protection; 

c) demarcates nature conservation zones of national parks (§ 17) and of protected 
landscape areas (§ 27); 

d) approves plans for the care of national parks (§ 18), national nature reserves and·· 
national natural monuments (§ 38) and plans for the care of protected Iandscape areas 
(§ 27); 

e) e!'.sures rescue prograrmnes (§ 52) for criticaJly endangered plant and animal species 
f) grants exceptions from the conditions for protecting particularly protected, critically 

and severely endangered plant and animal species, and exceptions from the conditions 
for protecting minerais (§ 56); 

g) approves certain activities in national nature reserves and national natural monuments 
(§ 44) if it does not transfer this authority to a district council or administration; 

h) is the appellate authority for appeals against decisions made by a district council or 
administration 

i) performs the function of a centra[ state administrative body in matters concerning 
forestry and national parks; 

j) issues permission for the export of paleontological finds (§ 11, clause 3), the export 
of particularly protected plants, animais and minerais (§ 53), for research work in 
national nature reserves, national naturaJ monuments, and for research on critically 
or severely endangered plant and animal species (§ 73); 

k) approves the export or import of plants and animais protected by international 
conventions (§ 5, clause 6) 

I) carries out the activities of a nature conservation authority on lands destined for state 
defence purposes41 if not otherwise determined by this Act(§ 91); 

m) makes known its intention to proclaim a national park, a protected landscape area or 
a nationa nature reserve (§ 40, clause l) 

n) directs the activities of the administrations and carries out other tasks specified by th is 
Act. 

§ 80 

The Scope of Activities of the 
Czech Environment Inspection 

1) The Czech Environment Inspection (herein_after "Inspection") supervises the manner in which 
the state administrative bodies, physical and legal persons observe the provisions of legal 
regulations and decisions concerning the protection of nature and the landscape. The 

41 Law No. 169/1949, law No. 40/1961 on the Defence of 
the State 



Inspection determines cases of jeopardy or da.nage to nature and the landscape, their c;iuses 
and the persons responsible for them. 

2) In cases of imminent damage, the Inspection is entitled to order a limitation or c~sation of 
the harmful activities until the result or causes of the harm are eliminated. 

3) The Inspection imposes a fine upon legal and physical persons for violating obligations in the 
sphere of nature and landscape protection according to this Act. TI1e Inspection may initiate 
proceedings on the imposition of fines only if these proceedings were. not ~nitiated by an 
authorized community council, a district council or by an administration. lf these proceedings 
are initiated by an authorized community council, a district council or an administration and 
by the Inspection on the same day, the proceedings shall be conducted by the authorized 
community council, district council or administration. The Inspection and the authorized 
community council, district council or administration shall inform each other of the 
commencement of proceedings on the imposition of a fine. The Ministry of Environment 
shall make a decision on appeals against decisions made by the Inspection. 

4) The Inspections tasks are carried out by inspectors, who shall prove their identity with an 
official identification card. 

§ 81 

The Nature Guard 

!) District councils and administrations appoint.nature guards, primarily from among voluntary 
workers. The mission of the nature guard is to check the observation of regulations on nature 
and landscape protection. 

2) The nature guard consists of guards and reporters, who are appointed and recalled by the 
territoriaily appropriate district council or administration. 

3) The nature guard is entitled to: 

a) establish the identity of persans who.violate nature conservation regulations; 
b) impose and collect (ticket) ftnes;2 for misdemeanours in the sphere of nature 

conservation; 
c) enter foreign lands under conditions specifted in § 62. 

4) In cases of imminent danger to interests protected according to Part Two, Part Three and 
Part Four of this Act, the nature guard is authorized to stop disturbing activities. The nature 
guard shall immediately inform the territorially appropriate nature conservation authority of 
the measure it had taken to do so. The nature conservation authority shall confirm, change 
or cancel this measure within 15 days of (.he date on which it was issued. 
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Uniforms and Identification of 
Nature Conservation Employees 

l) Employees of administrations and the Inspection may wear nature conservation uniforms. 

2) The Ministry of Environ~nt shall specify the details concerning the introduction and use 
of uniforms and the identification of nature conservation employees in a generally binding 
regulation. 

Chapter Two 

§ 83 

Proceedings in Matters of Nature Conservation 

1) The nature conservation authorities shaJI invite ail the participants known to them to attend 
oral proceedings. In cases when a decision of the nature conservation authority may effect 
the natural conditions in the territorial districts of several communities, the nature 
conservation authority shall announce the date and subject of the verbal proceedings also in 
a public notice, posted in these communities. 

2) If oral proceedings are ordered, the nature conservation authorities must de!iver the surnmons 
to participate in these proceedings to the participants 15 days, in complicated cases 13 days, 
before the date on which the oral proceedings are to take place. The public notice of these 
oral proceedings must be posted on the sarne date. 

3) Simple matters shall be decided by the nature conservation authority immediately. It shall 
decide other matters within 60 days of the date on which the proceedings were started, in 
partk:u!arly cornplicated cases, within 90 days of the date on which the proceedings were 
started. 

§ 84 

Changes and Cancellation of Permission 

1) A nature conservation authority may at its own instance, or upon a submitted proposa!, 
change or cancel a permission it issued, after the proceedings were concluded: 

a) if thereis a change in the facts that were decisive for issuing permission; 
b) if so' required by the interests of nature and the landscape protected by this Act, 

particularly if there is danger of an imminent environmenta! detriment; 
c) if the ho!der of the permission. repeatedly violates the conditions or obligations 

specified therein by the nature conservation authority; 
d) if the holder of the permission does not make use of the permission for no special 



2) 

reason for a period exceeding two years; 
e) if in the course of the permitted activities the provisions of this Act are violated, or 

if substantial damage to other authorized interests concerning, the protection of-the 
natural environment is caused by these activities. 

The Ministry of Environment may reserve its right to change or cancel a permission, issued 
by a lower ranking nature conservation authority, for reasons specifiedin clause !, letterb) 
or e). 

§ 85 

State Supervision in Nature Conservation 

!) District councils and administrations supervise whether the intere.st.s of nature and landscape 
protection are endangered wit.hin their territorial district, supervise the observance of this Act 
and procedural regulations, and within the scope of their authority they impose measure.s 
to remedy the determined faults. The: authorities in particular supervise how the issued 
decisions and binding opinions in the sphere of nat:ure and landscape protection are observed, 
as well as the fulfilment of the obligations of physical and legal persans ensuing from the 
regulations for the protection of nature and the landscape, the ensurement of the conditions 
for the protection of particularly protected parts of nature, and the observance of the 
protection of signifïcant landscape components, the preparation and implementation of plans, 

projects and measures for the re.storation of a system of ecological stability. · 

2) Within the scope of its supreme supervision in nature conservation, the Ministry of 
Environment supervises how the district councils, administrations, the natue guard, physical 
and legal persans, carry out the provisions of this Act and procedural regulations. The 
Ministry of Environment Î/1 particular supervises the observance of the decisions and binding 
opinions made by the nature conservation authorities, the fui filment of obligations ensuing 
from this Act on. the Protection of N'ature and the Landscape, the preparation and 
implementation of plans for the care of particularly protected areas and plant and anima! 
rescue programmes\ the observance of the conditions for the protection of national parks, 
protect__ed landscape ~reas; national nature'. reserves. and national natural monuments. 1 f the 
Ministry of Environment determines any ·faults, it shall impose the necessar.y measures to 
remedy them. 

PART SEVEN 

Respc,nsibility in the Sphere of Nature Conservation 

§ 86 

The Removal of the Consequences of Unauthorized 
Interventions 



!) Whosoever damages, destroys or unwarrantedly changes parts of nature or the landscare, 
protected according to this Act, must restore them to their original condition if this is 
possible and purposefuL The possibility of and conditions for restoring the original conditions 
is decided by the nature conservation authorities. 

· 2-) If the restoration to the original conditions is not possible or purposeful, the nature 
conservation authoriti1~ may order the liable persan to carry out an adequate compensatory 
remedy. The purpose of this_remedy is to at least partly compensate for the consequences of 
unwarranted behaviour. 

3) The imposition of an obligation to restore parts of nature to their origin:iJ condition, or the 
compensatory remedy, does not effect liability for damages according to other reg11iations, 
nor retributions for misdemeanours, illegal acts or criminal offence. 

!) 

2) 

§ 87 

Misdemeanours 

The nature <:onservation authorities shall impose a fine of up to 5000,- Czechoslovak Crowns 
'• .1. 

upon a physical persan who commits amisâemeanour in that he~ . 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 
f) 

g) 

h) 

i) 
j) 

. unwarrantedly changes or disturbs· the preservell condition of natuçe in a particu!arJ y 
protected ar~a, or unwarranted!y chanages the ,:onditions of a memorab!e tree; 
unwarrantedly intervenes in the natural devclop111ent of particularly protected plant 
species; 
injures, holds without permission particularly anima's, or otherwise unwarrantecl!y 
intervenes _in their natural development; 
doe,s not e·nab!e persans, authorized according to § 6}. or § 68, clause 4, and § 81, 

~ I • ( 

to enter land he owns or uses; 
does not fui fil the obligation of notification prescribed by 1his Act; 
carries out activities· prol\ibited in a protective zone des.tin1'd to protect particularly 
protectedparts of nature;· \ . 
does not prove in the prrscribed manner, pursuant-\ ~SS1 tlall.se l, the origin of a 
particularly protected plat,~ or animal; 
dqes not carry out the imp0sed co~pensatory plantmg._of ,~ood species according to 
§-p- ' 
d,;;: not observe limited or prohibi.ted entry, dec!ared according to § 64; 
~.bes not fulfil one of the:oblïgatio.n's concerning a paleontologicah.find according to 

·§ 11, clause l. 

The naturt:;,conservatîon authorities shaH limpose a .. fine of UJ~ to 10.000,- Czechoslovak 
Crowns up1,n a physical persans who comihits a misdem.eanour ·~ that he: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

destro,ys a part of nature in a partic'.'1larly protected area, crr destroys facilities serving 
the p~~tection, marking. ,and equipMent of a particularly\?COtected area; 
destroys particu!arly protected plants listed in the categO\~ l'f endangered species, 
or causes them to perish- by an umyarranted interventiçm il their environ ment; 
kills particularly protected animais listed in the category <'i, '2ndangered species, or 
causes them to perish by an unwarranted intervention 1~1:'- their environment. or 
catches particularly protected ,,nimals; 
endangers beyond the necessa11y ex.tent particularl y protectel:, parts of nar,: · 



§ 88 

Fines Imposed Upon Physical and Legal Persons 
in the Execution of their Business Activities 

1) The nature conservation authosities shall impose a fine of up to 500.000,- Czechoslovak 
Crowns upon legal or a physicalpersons who, in the execution of their business activities, 
commit an illegal act in that they: 

a) damage a part of nature in a particularly protected areas, unwarrantedly change or 
endanger its preserved condition; 

b) damage or destroy a memorable tree; 
c) without permission damage or destroy a wood species or a group of wood species 

which grow outside forests; 
d) unwarrantedly interfere with the natural development of particularly protected plant 

species; 
e) ir1jure, ho!d wit'1out permission particularly protected ,mimais, or otherwise 

unwarrantedly interfere with their. natural development; 
f) carry out activities prohibited in a protective zone destined to secure particularly 

protected parts of nature; 
g) do not enable persons, authorized according to § 62 or § 68, clause 4 and § 81, to 

enter lands they own or use; 
h) do not fulfil the obligation of notification pursuant to this Act, or do not fulfil the 

obligation of i:ompensatory planting pursuant to § 9; 
i) harmfully interfere with a significant landscape component without the approval of 

the nature conservation authoriti-es; 
j) violate the conditions determined for the protection of temporarily protected areas; 
k) violate the limitaÙons or prohibition of entry according to § 64, or violate the 

provisions of the Visitors Rules of a national park; 
l) damage or destrôy a cave or its part; 
m) do not fu l fil an obi igation concerning paleontological fi nds accord ing to § 11 , cl a use 

l. 

2) The nature conservation authorities shall impose a fine of up to 
1 000 000,- Czechoslovak Crowns upon le.gal or physical persans who commit an illegal act 
in,the execution of their business activities in that the.y: 

a) impair the nature of the landscape by not fulfïlling the obligations specified in § 
12,clause 2; 

b) seriously dam·age or destroy a sig11ifïcant landscape component; 
c) destroy a part of nature in a partiçularly protected area, or destroy facilities serving 

the protection, marking and equipinent of particularly protected are.as; 
d) directly destroy an individual plant or·a particularly protected plant species, or by 

an unwarranted interference in thèir-development; 
e) directly kil! particularly protected, animais or cause their death by an unwarranted 

interference in their environment;
1 

f) beyond the necessary extent endanager particularly protected parts of nature during 
interventions against pests, plant diseases, weeds and during hygienic measures; 

g) do not restore a damàged part of nature, protected according to this Act, to its 
original condition, or do not carry out a remedy according- to § 86, or adequate 
compensatory measures according to ·§ 67, clause 4; 

h) do not fulfil the obligations of an owner or tenant of the land to refrain from 
negative interference with land prepared to be proclaimed partiéularly protected 



course of killing pests; . 
e) damages or unwarrantedly cuts w_ood species which grow outsiùe forests; 
f) carries out a harmful intervention in a signitïcant landscape component without the 

approval of the. nature conservation authorities; 
g) impairs the nature of the landscape by violating the obligations specitïeù in q 12, 

clause 2; 
h) damages or destroys a cave or. its part; 
i) violates the provisions of the Vis"tor Rttles of a national park, issueù according to & 

19. 

3) The nature conservation authorities shall impose a fine of up to 50.000,- Czechoslovak 
Crowns upon a physical person who commits a misdemeanour in that he: 

a) damages or destroys a memorabie tree or a particularly protected area or its part; 
b) kills a particularly protected animal of a critically or severely endangered species, or 

causes it to perish by intervening in its environment; 
c) d~troys a particularly protected plant of a criticaily or severely endangered specie.<;, 

or causes it to perish by intervening in its environemnt; 
d) without permission cuts or seriously damages a group of wood species which grow 

outside a forest; 
e) does not restore a damaged part of nature, protected according to t.his Act, to its 

original condition, or does not rerriedy this condition according to q 86, nor carries 
out compensatory measures according to § 67, clause 4; 

f) does not fuitïl the obligation as owner or tenant of land to refrain from negative 
interventions on land prepared to be proclaimed particularly protected according to 
§ 40, clause 4; 

g) does not proceed in a manner that would prevent the excessive perishiog of plants and 
animais according to § 5, clause 3; 

h) violates the limitation or prohibition of activities deciared according to § 66; 
i) unwarrantedly trades in individuals of species t.he trade of which is limited or 

prohibited according to international conventions; 
j) unwarranted!y collects or damages particularly protected minerais; 
k) violates the conditions prescribed for the protection of temporarily protected areas (§ 

13); 
1) does not meet the conditions for an exception, granted according to § 43 and § 56, 

or the conditions for an approval according to § 44 and § 57; 
m) seriously damages or destroys a significant landscape component. 

4) A fine-of up to double the amount may be imposed for misdemeanours in the protection of 
particularly protected plants and animais, wood species and memorable trees, if they were 
commited in particularly protected areas. 

5) The proceeds from fines imposed by an authorized community council or district council are 
an incarne to the budget of the authority which imposed the fine. The proceeds from fines 
imposed by administrations and the Inspection are divided in accordance with the provisions 
of a separate Act7. 



:iccording co § 40, clause 4; 
i) do not proceed in a manner that would rrevent the excessive perishing of plants and 

animais, pursuant to § 5,clause 3, or unwarrantedly collect or damage particularly 
protected minerais; 

j) violate the limitation or prohibition of activities defined in § 66; 
k) unwarrantedly trade in individuats. ol._ species, the trade of which is limited or 

prohibited according to international conventions; 
1) do not ensure the protection of paleontological finds against damage, destruction or 

theft according to § 11; 
m) exceed the inevitable extent of damage they cause in generally or particularly 

protected parts of nature on territories serving the interests of the defence of the state 
according to § 90, clause 2. 

3) When establishing the amount of a fine, the seriousness of the illegal act and the extent of 
imminent or caused impairment to nature and landscape protection is taken into account. 

4) A fine may be imposed upon a legal persan witbin one year of the date on which the nature 
conservation authorities learned about the violation of an obligation, and at the latest within 
3 years of the date on which the violation occurred. 

5) A fine is payable within 30 days of the date on which the decision to impose a fine came into 
legal force. 

6) The imposition of a fine upon a legal persan does not effect his responsibility nor the 
responsibility of his employees, pursuantto separate regulations. 

7) The proceeds from fines, imposed by an autborized community council, are an incarne to the 
budget of the aut.hority which imposed the fine. The proceeds from fines imposed by 
administrations or the Inspection are divided in accordance with the provisions of a separate 
act7. 

§ 89 

The Withdrawal of Unwarrantedly Held 
IndividuaJs of Particulady Protected Species 

: J 

1) The nature conservation authorities may withdraw unwarrantedly kept individual plants or 
animals of particularly protected species. They may also withdraw individual particularly 
protected plants and animais if the holder: of such an individuaJ plant or animal does not 
prove its origin according to § 54, claUse 1, or if their trade is limited or prohibited 
according to international conventions. 

2) The nature conservation authorities must issue the decision on a withdrawal, pursuant to 
clause 1, within 15 days of the date on which the withdrawal was made. If they do not do so 
the withdrawal is invalid. 

3) The state shall become the owner of a wit.hdrawn plant or anïmal. The Ministry of 
Environment may specify the details of this in a generally binding regulatioD. 



PART EIGHT 

Common, Temporary and Final Provisions 

§ 90 

Common Provisions 

1) The general regulations on administrative proceedings"J do not apply to proceedings pursuant 
to § 5, clause 6, § 11, clause 3, §§ 17, 18, 24, 27, 38, 40, § 46, clause 2, §§ 52, 53 and 69 
of this Act. The suspensory effect of an appeal is ruled out in the case of a decision on the 
establishment of a temporaril y protected area accord ing to § 13, on the I imitation and 
cessation of activities according to § 66, and on the withdrawal of individuaJ plants and 
animals of particularly protected species according to § 89. 

2) The provisions of§ 4, clauses 2 and 3, §§ 6, 8, 12, § 40, clause 4, § 49, clause l, § 63, § 
68, clause 3, and § 70 of this Act do not apply to territories serving the interests of the 
defence of the state"1>. In these cases any damage to nature for reasons of state defence must 
not exceed an inevitable extent. 

3) In mining activities, carried out in the extraction area of e.xclusive minerai deposits"", the 
obligations defined in§ 10, § 11, clauses l and 2, and§ 51, clause 2, may be applied only 
in agreement with the person authorized tci carry out mining activities according to separate 
regulations"~. 

4) The Act on the Protection of Nature and tfle Landscape and the regulations issued for the 
execution of this Act are special regulations in relation to regulations on forests, water, 
territorial planning and on the building code, on ,the protection of minerai wealth, the 
protection of agricultural laod resources, hunting apd fishing'6. 

5) State nature reserves, proclaimed accordir.g to § 4, clause 3 of law No. 40/1956 on State 
Nature Conservation, shall be tr3.f\Sferred to the category of national nature reserves (§ 28), 
nature r-eserves (§ 33), national natural monuments(§ 35), or natural monuments(§ 36). The 
Ministry'of Environment shall define thei\categorization of these territories in a generally 

binding regulations. 

43 

44 

45 

46 

Law No.71/1967 

§ 11 of law No. 44/1988 

§§ 15 to 19 of law No.44/1988, 
Mining Activities I E~plosives 
Administration, in the wording of 

law No.61/1988 on 
and State Mining 
later regulations. 

E.g.law No.61/1977. law No.138/1973, law No. 50/1976, 
law No. 44/1988,law No. 53/1966, law No. 23/1~62, law 
No. 102/1963. 



6) Protected localities. prorected. parks and gardens and protected research areas, proclaime<l 
accor<ling to § 5 of law No. 40/1956, shaJI be proclaimed national natural monuments or 
natural monuments (§ 35 and § 36). The Ministry of Environment shall define the 
categorization of these territories in a generally binding regulaton. 

7) Protected narural formations ari9 protected naturaJ monuments, proclairned according to § 
6 of law No. 40/ 1956, are herewiùi proclaimed narural monuments rn 36) if they are not 
classified in the category o( natîonarnarure reserves (§ 28), nature reserves (§ 33) or national 
natural monuments (§ 35) by the Ministry of Environment in a generally binding regulation. 

8) Trees and groups of trees, proclaimed protected natural formations or protected narural 
monuments according to § 6 or law No. 40/1956, are herewith proclaimed mernorable trees 
(§ 46). 

9) National parks and protected landscape areas, proclaimed according to § 8 of law No. 
40/1956, shall continue to be protected as national parks (§ 15) and protected landscape areas 
(§ 25). 

10) Areas of quiet, proclaimed by generally binding regulations issued by the former District 
National Committees•7, are herewith proclaimed natural 

1

parks (§ 12). 

§ 91 

Temporary Provisions 

In the extent defined in § 78, clause 4, the Administration of the National Park Sumava shall carry 
out the state administration of forestry in military forests" 8 on the territories of the National Park 
Sumava where the reasons for proclaiming them military forests have passed. 

§ 92 

Provisions of Cancellation 

The following legal regulations are hereby cancel!ed: 

1) Law No. 40/1956 on State Nature Conservation, in the wording of Czech National Council 

47 

48 

§ 24a of CNC law No. 67/1969 on National Committees, 
in the wording oflater regulations (complete wording 
No.31/1983) 

§ 25 of law No. 61/1977 No. 163/1991, which 
establishes the National Park Sumava and specifies the 
conditions for its protection. 



law No. 146/1971, Czech National Council law No.137/1982, Czech National Council law 
No. 96/1977 and Czech National Council law No. 65/1986. 

2) § 2, clause 1, letter f) of Czech National Council law No. 68/1990 on the Use of the National 
Emblem and the State Flag of the Czech Republic. 

3) § 3, § S, clause 1, and § 7 of Czech Government Decree 

4) § 3, § 5, clause 1, and§ 7 ofCzech Government Decree No. 164/1991, which establishes 
the National Park Podyjf and specifïes the conditions for its protection. 

5) § 3, § S, clause 1, and§ 7 of Czech Government Decree No.16511991, which establishes 
the Giant Mountain National Park and specifïes the conditions for its protection. 

6) Public Notice No. 142/1980, which specifïes the details for the protection of trees growing 
outside forests, the proceedings for their exceptional felling, and the manner of utilizing the 
wcod from the5e trees. 

7) Public Notice No. 131/1957 of the Gazette, concerning the voluntary workers of the state 
nature conservation authorities (conservators and reporters). 

8) Public Notice No.228/1959 of the Gazette, concerning the records on protected parts of 
nature and compensation for property damage caused by limitations specified in the 
conditions for protection. 

§ 93 

Legal Force 

This Act cornes into legal force on July 1, 1992. 

Buresova (written in her own hand) 
Pi th art (written'in.. h is own hand) 

ANNEX to Act No. /1992 

List of National Parks and Protected Landscape Areas in the Czech Republic, Related to the 
Provisions of§ 78, clause 1, of the Act 



.'fo.r,1e of Territory The Estahlishing 
Legal Regulation 

The Se.at of the 
Administr:1tio11 

----------------------------------------====== 

National Park Sumava Czech Government 

~ational Park Podyjf 

Giant Mouintain 
National Park 

Decree No.163/1991 

Czech Government 
Decree No.164/!991 

Czech Governmerrt 
Decree No.165/1991 

Vimperk 

Znojmo 

Vrchlab( 

----------------------------------------======= 

Protected Landsc.ape Are.as: 

Beskids 

White Carpathians 

Blanfk 

Blansky les 

Broumovsko 

éeské Stfedohorf 

éesky kras 

éesky raj 

J esenfky 

Jizerské hory 

Kokoffnsko 

Decree of the Ministry 
of Culture of the Czech 
Republ ic,ref.No .5373/ 
1973 

Roznov 

Ditto,No.17644/1980 

Ditto,No.17332/1981 

Luhacovice 

Lounovice 

Public Notice of the 
Ministry of Culture of 
the Czech Republic 
No.197/1989 

Public Notice of the 
Ministry of Environment 
of the Czech Republic 
No.157/1991 

Decree of the Ministry 
of Culture of the Czech 

Cesky 

Police 

p. Raclhostém 

p.Blanfkem 

Krumlov 

nad Metujf 

Republic No.6883/1976 Litomèrice 

Ditto, No.4947/1972, Karlstejrt 

Ditto, No.7026!/1954 Turnov 

Ditto, No.9886/1969 Mala Moravka 

Ditto, No.13853/1967 Liberec 

Decree of the Ministry 



Krivoklatsko 

Labské p(skovce 

of Culture of the Czech 
Republic No.6070/1976 

Ditto, No.21973/1978 Krivoklat 

Mèlnrk 

Ditto,No.4946/1972 Decfn 

Litovelské Pomoravf Public Notice No.464/ 

Luzické hory 

Moravsky kras 

Orlické hory 

Palava 

Poodr( 

Slavkovsky les 

Sumava 

Tiebon.sko 

Zdarské vrchy 

1990 of the Ministry of 
Environment of thè Czech 
Republic 

Decree No.6227/1975 of 
the Ministry of Culture 
of the Czech Republic 

Decree No.1800 ! /1955 of 
the Ministry of Culture 
of the Czech Republic 

Decree No.16369/1969 of 
the Ministry of Culture 
of the Czech Republic 

Decree No .5790/1976 of 
the Ministry of Culture 
of the Czech Republic 

Public Notice No.155/ 
1991 of the Ministry of 
Environment of the Czech 
Republic 

Decree No.7657/1974 of 
the Ministry of Culture 
of the Czech Republic 

Decree No.53855/1963 of 
the Ministry of Culture 
of the Czech Republic, 
ammented by Decree No. 
5954/1975 of the M~nistry 
of Culture of the Czech 
Republic 

Decree No.22737/1979 of 
the Ministry of Cu.lture 
of the Czech Republic 

Decree No.8908/1970 of 
the Ministry of Culture 
of the Czech Republic 

Olomouc 

Jablonné 
V Podjestedf 

Blansko 

Rychnov n. 
Knèfoou 

Mikulov 

Ostrava 

Marianské 
Lazne 

Vimperk 

Trebon 

Zd"ar nad 
Sazavou 
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