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Reqgulation No. 97 /2012

A COUNCIL OF REGIONAL GOVERNMENT
REGULATION ISSUED TO DETERMINE THE
BOUNDARY DEMARCATION AND
ADMINISTRATION OF THE MENZ GUASSA
COMMUNITY CONSERVATION AREA IN THE
AMHARA NATIONAL REGIONAL STATE
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WHEREAS, although the natural guassa, plants and
wildlife of the Menz Guassa area had been conserved
as of the times of the previous regimes, as the very
exixtence of the guassa and the wildlife is, now a
days, exposed to danger due to the increment of the
amount of people and tame animals, it is henceforth
necessary to render it legal recognition and bequeath
same to the posterity in the form of heritage by
protecting and developing it in a sustainable way;

WHEREAS, it has been necessary to maintain the
privalence of healthy ecosystem in the area by
conserving the afro-alpine ecosystem which is a
source of more than 26 rivers and prone for both soil

erosion and degradation of natural resources thereto;

WHEREAS, it has, being aware of the fact that the
place is a sanctuary for the endangered species of
wild animals, plants and birds which are solely
endemic to our country, been appropriate to create a
legal setting for the Menz Guassa Community
Conservation Area situated in the Menz Gera Meder
Woreda of the North Shoa Zonal Administration,
falling under the collective land holding of the
community and thereby found to have fulfilled the
essential requirements as well as get it administered
under the authority of the community and the
governmental body competent, by delimiting its
boundaries thereof;
NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Amhara
National Regional Government, pursuant to the powers
vested in it under the provisions of Art. 58 Sub Art. 7
of the Revised Constitution of the Regional State and
Art. 35 of the Executive Organ’s Reestablishment and
their and Duties

Determination  of Powers
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This regulation may be cited as “The Menz
Guassa Community Conservation Area Boundary
Demarcation and Administrative Determination,
Council of Regional Government Regulation No.
97/2012.”

2. Definitions

Unless the context requires otherwise, in this

Regulation:

1. “Community Conservation Area” shall
mean the Menz Guassa community
conservation area recognized as embracing
the distinct natural habitat for the diversity of
wild animals, plants and flock of birds,
sustainably utilized by the surrounding
community based on the permitting laws and
with its boundaries being identified and
demarcated pursuant to this Regulation, and
thereby given special care thereof;

2. “Beacon” shall mean a landmark which is
made up of stone, concrete, metal or any

other object fixed on the ground,;

3. “Wildlife” shall include a host of various
untamed, territorial and aquatic species of
animals found in nature move on land and fly
in the air, also encompassing their respective
habitats, sanctuaries, breeding and feeding
areas capable of expressing the diversity of

biological resources;
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3.

4.

“Bureau” shall mean the Amhara National
Regional State Culture, Tourism and Parks’

Development Bureau;

“Guassa” shall mean a type of the grass species
found on the high grounds of the afro - alpine
ecosystem, which shall also include a variety of
wild animals, birds and plant species contained

therein;

“By-law” shall mean a local statute of the
guassa user community to be issued for the
of

sustainably

purpose conserving, developing and

caring for same with no
contravention to the laws enacted by the
government.

Designation, Demarcation and Boundaries

of the Community Conservation Area

1. The
established pursuant to this regulation, is

Community  Conservation  Area

hereby designated as “the Menz-Guassa
Community Conservation Area”.
2. The

designated pursuant to Sub Art. /1/ of this

community conservation area, SO
Acrticle hereof, shall, having been located in
the Menz Gera Meder Woreda of the North
Shoa Zone and covering a total area of 7800
hectares of land, share boundaries with the
Lulgie-Seret and Meskel Ber Kebeles of the
Efrata Gedem woreda to the Eastern as well as
the 05, 06, 016, 017 and 020 kebeles of the
Menz Gera Meder Woreda to the Western, to

the Northern and to the Southern directions.
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3. The detailed description showing the

demarcation of the community conservation

area and its adjoining places on the latitudinal

and longitudinal points are indicated here
below:-

a. Commencing at the place called Gore
which borders the community conservation
area to the Southern direction 10 degrees ,
16 minutes, 14.3 seconds North and 39
degrees, 46 minutes, 35.3 seconds East
(Beacon No. 1 as a starting point);

b. Thence, turning to the North-Western
direction at the Asfatra River 10 degrees,
16 minutes, 28.6 seconds North and 39
degrees, 46 minutes, 34.5 seconds East
(Beacon No. 2);

c. Thence, turning to the North-Western
direction at the place called Woira Bado 10
degrees, 17 minutes, 22.3 seconds North
and 39 degrees, 46 minutes, 03.1 seconds
East (Beacon No. 3);

d. Thence, turning to the North-Eastern
direction at the Meshageria River 10
degrees, 18 minutes, 00.9 seconds North
and 39 degrees, 46 minutes, 19.4 seconds
East (Beacon No. 4);

e. Thence, extending to the North-Eastern
direction at Yehata Chencha 10 degrees, 18
minutes, 29.6 seconds North and 39
degrees, 46 minutes, 44.2 seconds East
(Beacon No.5);
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f.

Continuing in the same direction at Kalu Midir
10 degrees, 19 minutes, 38 seconds North and
39 degrees, 47 minutes, 08.9 seconds East
(Beacon No. 6);

. Thence, turning to the North-western direction

at Ameha Beret 10 degrees, 20 minutes, 31.3
seconds North and 39 degrees, 46 minutes
41.5 seconds East (Beacon No. 7);

. Continuing in the same direction at Tikur

Midir 10 degrees, 20 minutes, 49.4 seconds
North and 39 degrees, 46 minuets, 29.4

seconds East (Beacon No. 8);

Thence, turning to the Northern direction at
Yegebs 10 degrees, 21 minutes, 19.2 seconds
North and 39 degrees, 46 minutes, 29.3

seconds East (Beacon No. 9);

(/ anfe9® oL 027 P hbaen j. Thence, turning to the North-Eastern direction
NovdmG Gada AL 10 5.4 21 L¢P at the valley 10 degrees, 21 minutes, 29
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A/ DILPY° wf (227 hdmen, av e (U k. Thence, heading towards the Northern

&1 AL 10 %94 21 &€F 57 ahre
0275 39 %96 46 L¢P 129 Ah7e
PP AT RPC ROl 7L
ATL1T @& 077 90l hPaen,
v m& AGE0% AL 10494 22849
24.40077L (9875 394.9¢ 45849 30.8
7L oo AT RPC ROE 00T
U Prde 0L 900N APMen, (lavdm§:
£ AL 10 %94 22 L¢P 26.1 AhI&
0?2775 39 494 45 L¢P 10 Ah7e
ool BN RPC ANCG OO

T/

direction at Beha Beret 10 degrees, 21
minutes, 57 seconds North and 39 degrees, 46

minutes, 12.9 seconds East (Beacon No. 11);

Again, turning to the North-Western direction
at Afajehegn 10 degrees, 22 minutes, 24.4
seconds North and 39 degrees, 45 minutes,
30.8 seconds East ( Beacon No. 12);

. Thence, turning to the Western direction at

Dig 10 degrees, 22 minutes, 26.1 seconds
North and 39 degrees, 45 minutes, 10 seconds
East (Beacon No. 13);
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n.

Thence, turning & continuing to the Northern
direction at Tikur Meret 10 degrees, 23
minutes, 19.7 seconds North & 39 degrees, 45

minutes, 15.6 seconds East (Beacon No. 14);

Again, turning to the North-Eastern direction
at Woldie Washa 10 degrees, 23 minutes, 30.4
seconds North and 39 degree, 45 minutes, 33.4
seconds East (Beacon No. 15);

Thence, turning and continuing to the North-
Western direction at Yegan Afaf 10 degrees,
53.7 seconds North and 39
02.7 seconds East

23 minutes,
degrees, 45 minutes,

(Beacon No. 16);

. Thence, turning to the Northern direction at

Merchet 10 degrees, 24 minutes, 37.2 seconds
North and 39 degrees, 44 minutes, 56.7

seconds East ( Beacon No. 17);

Again, returning to the Eastern direction at
37.1
seconds North and 39 degrees, 45 minutes,
28.2 seconds East (Beacon No. 18);

Cheguarit 10 degrees, 24 minutes,

Thence, turning to the North-Eastern direction
at Gadmo 10 degrees, 25 minutes, 06.7
seconds North and 39 degrees, 46 minutes,
02.2 seconds East (Beacon No. 19);

Continuing in the same direction at Krikar 10
degrees, 25 minutes, 25.1 seconds North and
39 degrees, 46 minutes, 12.5 seconds East
(Beacon No. 20);
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u.

Still following this same direction on the side
of the road stretching from Mehal Meda to
Geshie Rabel at Kosso Meda 10 degrees, 26
minutes, 22.2 seconds North & 39 degrees, 47

minutes, 24.5 seconds East (Beacon No. 21);

Thence, turning to the South-Eastern direction
and leaving the farm land located around Leba
Washa to the outside, 10 degrees, 25 minutes,
42.2 seconds North and 39 degrees, 48
minutes, 09.2 seconds East (Beacon No. 22);

. Continuing in the same direction there at Leba

Washa 10 degrees, 25 minutes, 35.6 seconds
North and 39 degrees, 48 minutes, 09.4

seconds East ( Beacon No. 23);

Thence, turning to the Eastern direction at
Leba Washa 10 degrees, 25 minutes, 35.6
seconds North and 39 degrees, 48 minutes
02.4 seconds East (Beacon No. 24);

Thence, turning to the North-Eastern direction
there at Leba Washa 10 degrees, 25 minutes,
34.7 seconds North 39 degrees, 48 minutes,
16.1 seconds East (Beacon No. 25);

Thence, turning to the Southern direction
integrating the Astaw land in to that of the
community conservation area, at Semiya Afafi
10 degrees, 25 minutes, 38.8 seconds North
and 39 degrees, 48 minutes, 31.4 seconds East
(Beacon No. 26);
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aa.Continuing in the same line and turning to
South-Eastern  direction, excluding the
Eucalyptus forest located at the top of the
Selie Meli village, 10 degrees, 22 minutes,
43.5 seconds North and 39 degrees, 49

minutes, 02.4 seconds East (Beacon No. 27);

bb. Thence, turning to the South-Eastern
direction at Shemeles corner, i.e., the
boundaries of the Mehal Wenz and 05 Kebele
near by the new road 10 degrees, 19 minutes,
57.2 seconds North and 39 degrees, 49

minutes, 02.1 seconds East (Beacon No. 28);

cc.Thence, turning to the Southern direction at
the top of Kossoyie, i.e., over the Muluneh
Kebede’s Eucalyptus tree 10 degrees, 17
minutes, 51 seconds North and 39 degrees, 49
minutes, 10.5 seconds East ( Beacon No. 29);

dd. Thence, turning to the South-Western
direction at the top of Yegana River 10
degrees, 17 minutes, 35 seconds North and 39
degrees, 49 minutes, 12.9 seconds East
(Beacon No. 30);

ee.Continuing in the same direction at the top of
Kok Amba 10 degrees, 17 minutes, 29 seconds
North and 39 degrees, 48 minutes, 37.4

seconds East (Beacon No. 31);

ff. Still continuing in the same direction at the
place called Defirgie Anat 10 degrees, 17
minutes,15.4 seconds North and 39 degrees,

48 minutes, 30 seconds East (Beacon No. 32);
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gg. Still continuing in the same direction at
Regna Tegen 10 degrees, 16 minutes, 27.7
seconds North and 39 degrees, 47 minutes,
43.8 seconds East ( Beacon No. 33);

hh. Still continuing in the same direction at Ketil
10 degrees, 16 minutes, 19.1 seconds North &
39 degrees, 47 minutes, 33.8 seconds East
becomes beacon No. 34 and meets the initial

starting point called Gore that is Beacon No 1.

4. Objective

The main objective of the delimitation of the
Conservation Area is to sustainably preserve those
endemic species of wild animals found in the
Region, to strengthen the indeginious protection of
nature used by the local community as well as to
create favorable conditions in which the bio-
diversity resource of the area shall be transferred to
the succeeding generation in the form of a heritage
by protecting and preserving same from distruction
through the direct participation of the community.
5. Organization, Administration and
Accountability of the Community
Conservation Area
1. The Menz Guassa Community Conservation
Area shall have the organizational structure as
indicated here below:-
a. The Guassa Development & Conservation
Council; and
b. An office enabling same to carry out the

day to day activities.
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2.

1.

The office specified under Sub Art. 1/b/ of this
Acrticle hereof shall be organized pursuant to
Art. 24 Sub Art. 9 of the Proclamation No.
176/2010 and be accountable to the Guassa
Development and Conservation Council and to

the Bureau, as appropriate.

6. Principal Residence of the Office

The Office of the Community Conservation Area
shall have its principal residence in the Menz
Guassa locality of the Menz Gera Meder Woreda
Administration.

7. Duties and Responsibilities of the Council

The Menz Guassa Development & Conservation
Council shall, pursuant to this Regulation, have

the following specific duties and responsibilities:-

Direct over the guassa development and

conservation activities;

Determine the closing and opening time of the

guassa area;,

Follow up the conditions in which the various
revenues to be acquired from the service
delivered for visitors and other sources are
collected and the due implementation of such
collectibles are utilized for the development of
the guassa and the local community thereof;

Cause the undertaking of the protection and
development activities of the community
conservation area by coordinating the local

community;
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1.

5.

Create favourable conditions in which those
sections of the community inhabiting around
the conservation area may be made aware of
their lasting benefits and develop sense of

ownership in connection thereto;

. Put in place a working procedure in which

those concerned bodies might be able to
properly their
responsibilities,

discharge anticipated

either  individually  or
collectively as well as follow up and supervise

its implementation thereof;

. Seek remedies for those problems which

might be encountered with regard to the

protection and development of the
conservation area;
Examine and approve the short, medium and

long term plans and reports of the office.

8. Duties and Responsibilities of the Office
The office of the community conservation area
shall, pursuant to this Regulation, have the

following specific duties and responsibilities:-

Identify the guarding posts of the conservation
with  the

community, assign guards and supervise same;

area in collaboration local

Collect service charges to be generated from
visits as well as cause the utilization of same
for the development of the local community
thereof;

Enforce and supervise the closing and opening
of the conservation area as determined by the

Council;
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4,

2.

3.

Carry out the protection and supervision
activities with respect to the biodiversity
resources within the conservation area as well
as control diseases that may be transmitted

from the domestic to the wild animals;

Revise bylaws pertaining to the conservation
area by coordinating the local community,
prepare work plan, cause the carrying out of
development and protection activities as well
education and

as undertake agitational

programs thereof;

Cause the taking of legal measures against
those individuals who commit prohibited and
other illegal acts in the conservation area, by

presenting them before the law;

Submit and financial

performance reports to the pertinent bodies.

periodic  activity

9. Prohibited Activities
With the exception of those permitted to be

practiced and the concerned bodies as well as
participants, it is prohibited by this Regulation to
commit the following activities in the community
conservation area:

1.

Creating nuisance or using sound instruments

in excess of limit in the conservation area;

Hunting for, frightening or driving away wild

animals;

cutting of wood, making charcoal or

undertaking agricultural activities within the

guassa area;,
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Cutting, gathering or transporting the guassa
during the season where the area is closed for
harvesting same;

Taking away eggs, hatchlings or cubs of wild
animals;

Picking up, taking away, damaging or ruining
natural or man made items at the conservation

area,

Letting domestic animals in the area for

grazing during closed seasons;

Moving about in the conservation area

accompanied by dogs;

Carrying out mining exploration or digging
activities;

Making fire, with the exception of those places
specifically reserved for the purpose of tourist

lodges;

Moving about with the possession of
poisonous substances;

Arbitrary or careless disposal of man-made
materials used by visitors for packing food and

similar purposes;

Establishing  dwelling  houses,  planting
grinding mills or construction of other similar

institutions in the conservation area;

Riding motor vehicles beyond the legally
prescribed speed limit or doing so before 6:00
a.m in the morning and after 6:00 p.m in the

evening;

Being apprehended with a trap or setting same

in order to attack wild animals;
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11.

12.

10. Kebeles Benefitting from the Conservation

Area
Those kebeles participating in the development
and protection activities pertaining to the
conservation area and which might have so far
benefitted shall

entitlement thereto as per this Regulation.

therefrom have the same
Condition of Protecting the Conservation
Area

The protection activity shall be carried out by the
guassa protection scouts to be selected on the part
of the Guassa user kebeles and with the
cooperation of the local community.

Time for the Opening of the Guassa for

Utilization

1. The Guassa shall, having been closed for the

two consecutive years from the effective date
of this Regulation, be opened for the service of
the community as of the month of Ginbot in
the third year.

The office of the conservation area and the
Gussa conservation and protection council
shall, regarding the publicity of the guassa,
jointly announce the opening time of the area

to the kebeles benefitting therefrom.

The guassa shall, after 3 months in which it
has remained open for users, be closed for two
consecutive years and ten months as of the first

week of Hamle.
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13. Right of the Local Community to Use the

Conservation Area

1. The tourism income to be generated from the
conservation area shall be expended for the
development of the local community.

2. There shall, through the will and participation
of the local community, be established various
eco-tourism cooperatives with a view to
benefittig from the income to be generated
from the activities thereof.

3. The resident public of the kebeles entitled to
use may be able to collect the guassa by
cutting same only during the period when the

conservetion area remains open for utilization.

4. It shall be allowed to deploy grazing animals
only in those sites permited for same in the
time when the conservation area remains open

for use.

14. Penalties

1. Who so ever breaches the prohibitions
specified under Art. 9 of this Regulation shall
be punished in accordance with the criminal

code of the FDRE and other relevant laws;

2. Where the court has decided appropriate
penalties, it shall order that the weapons used
for the commission of criminal acts be

confiscated therewith.

15. Duty to Co-operate

Any natural or juridical person shall have the
duty to co-operate for the implementation of the

provisions of this Regulation.
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16. Power to Issue Directives

The Bureau may issue specific directives
necessary for the full implementation of this

Regulation.

17. Effective Date

This regulation shall come into force as of the date of
its publication in the Zikre-Hig Gazette of the
Regional State.

Done at Bahir Dar
This 8" Day of June, 2012
Ayalew Gobezie
Head of Government
of the Amhara National Regional State






