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COLNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION TO ESTABLISH 
THE ETHIOPIAN BIODIVERSITY INSTITUTE 

This Regulation is issucd by the Council of Ministers 
pursuant to Article 5 and Asticle 34 of the Definition of ' 
Powers and Dutics of the Exccutive Organs of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Proclamation No. 
691/2010. ° 

1. Short Title 

This Regulation may be cited as the “Ethiopian 
Biodiversity Institute Establishment Council of 

Ministers Regulation No,291/2013", 

2. Definitions 

In this Regulation unless (he confext ofherwise 
Toquires: 

I/ “biodiversity” means the variability among living 

organisms, from all ecosystems, and the 

ecological complexes of which they are part, and 

includes spesics,  betvoen 
specics and ecosystems; 

diversity  within 

“biodiversity specimen” means the sample of 
plant, animal of micro-organisi geves or species 
but does not include genetically modified 

organisms; 

3/ “ecosystems” means @ natural system in which 

living and non-living things arc found interacting 

with cach other in a dynamic process, 

4/ “ex-situ conscrvation” means conserving plant. 

animal and microbial genctic resources outside of 

their natural habitats; 
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5/ “gene” means a chemical composition found 

in all living things that transmits all inheritcd 

characteristics; 

6/ “in-situ conservation” means conscrving 

ccosystems and natral habitats and the 

maintenance and recovery of viable population 

of specics in their natural surroundings and, in 

the case ol domesticated or cullivated species, 

the  surroundings they have 

developed their distinctive properties, 

in where 

7 “sustaimable usc” mcans the use of 

components of biodiversity in a way and at a 

rate that does not lead to the long-term decline 

of biodiversity; 

“access” and “community knowledge” shall 

have the meanings given o them under the 

Access to Genetic Resources and Community 

Knowledge Community  Riglts 

Proclamation No. 482/2006; 

and 

9/ “access agreement” shall have the meaning 

given under the Access to Genetic Resources 

and Community Knowledge and Community 

Rights Council Ministcrs Rcgulation No. 

169/2009; 

10/ “Ministry™ mcans the Ministry of Agriculture; 

11/ “person” means natural or legal person; 

12/ amy expression in (h¢ masculine gender 

includes the feminine. 

Jlishmen 

1/ The Ethiopian Biodiversity Institutc (her- 

einafter the “Institutc”) is hereby established as 

an autonomous federal governmen! organ 

having its own legal personality. 

2/ The Tnstitute shall be accountable to the 

H ffice e 

The Institute shall have its head -office in Addis 

Ababa and may have branch offices elsewhere, as 
may be necessary,
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5. Objectives 

The objectives of the Institute shall be to ensure that 

the country’s biodiversity and (he associated 

community knowledge are properly conserved and 

sustainably utilized, and the country and ils 

communitics get fair and equitable share of the 

benefits arising from their ulilization. 

6. Powers and Dutics 

The Institute shall have the powers and dutics to: 

v 

3 

4 

5/ 

6/ 

initiate policy and lcgal proposals on the 

conservation and sustainable utilization of the 
country’s biodiversity and (hc associated 

community knowledge as well as the fair and 

equitable sharing of benefits arising from their 

utilization, and upon approval enforce and 

follow up their implcmentation; 

survey and explore the diversity and 

distribution of the country’s plant, animal and 

microbial genetic resources, identify and 

characierize the components thereof and 

monitor, from time to time, their conservation 

and sustainable use stalus; 

undertake researches relevant to ensure the 

conservalion and sustainable wutilization of 

biodiversity and the sharing of benefits arising 

from their utilization, and monitor the impact of 

processes and category of activitics that have or 

are likely to have adverse impact 

biodiversity and devise the appropriatc methods 

for their conservation and sustainable use; 

on 

collect samples, and conserve ex-situ, 
components of biodiversity (landraces and 
improved  varietics)  requinng  ex-situ 

conservation, and characterize and evaluale 
same and facilitate the utilization of these 
genetic  resources for further research and 
development; 

based on ecosystem approach, survey, explore 

and study key biodiversity hotspots in the 

country and conserve, or [facilitatc the 

conservation of, same in-situ; 

study and identify localities where biodiversily 

resources have been depleted and restore or 

facilitate the restoration of the lost specics in 

these localities from ex-situ  conserved 
germplasm,
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7/ enrich the country’s biodiversily resource 

through cncouraging the traditional system of 

exchange of species by the country’s 

communities, and as appropriate, through the 

re-introduction of species from foreign country 

sources and repatriating germplasm  of 

Ethiopian origin from elsewhere in the world; 

8/ act as a focal point to biodiversity related 
international agreements to which the country 
is a party and causc thcir implementation in 

cooperation with regions and concerned bodics; 

9/ in order to build the capacity of the regions and 

stakcholders in biodiversity conscrvation and 

sustainable utilization and access and benefit 

sharing, develop and provide guidelines and 

manuals, give training and other technical 

supports and follow up their implementation; 

10/ identify and register the country's biodiversity 

Tesources using genetic fingerprinting  and 
facilitate their conservation and recognition that 

they belong to the country; 

11/ issuc access permit, negotiate and enter into 

access agreements in accordance with the 

access law, and follow up heir implementation; 

12 based on the relevant laws of the country and 
international agreements, take appropriate 

measures to ensure the country’s sovercign 

rights over, and the right to share benefits 

arising from the utilization of, its biodiversity 
IeSOUICEs; 

13/ issue directive on, and give import permit for; 
the introduction of biodiversity specimen into 

the country, 

14/ establish a system whereby the information on 

the country’s biodiversity resources shall be 

maintained and utilized, 

15/ in collaboration with mass media, leaming 

institutions and other stakcholders, camry out 

activitics 10 raisc awareness among the public 

on the conscrvation and sustainable use of 

biodiversity and access and benefit sharing; 

16/ organize herbarium and zoological museum and 

provide service to rescarchers and other users, 

17/ study and maintain community knowledge 

associated with biodiversity and facilitate 

conditions so that they are respected and 
utilized with the participation and fair and 

cquitable sharing of the benefits arising 
therefrom by the concerned communities;
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18/ in case where the country’s communities 

knowledge got into the hands of third parties, 

without a lawful access permit, and is 

generating bencfit, follow up the matter and 

take measures to ensure that the concerned 

communities get fair and cquilable share from 

the benefif; 

19/ control and follow up the negative impacts of 

genetically modified organisms and invasive 

alien species on the country’s biodiversity; 

20/ cstablish and administer botanical gardens; 

21/ wurk in cooperation with the concerned federal 

and regional bodies with respect to the 

conservation and sustainable use of, and access 

and benefit sharing from, biodiversity resources 

and community knowledge; 

22/ provide advisory service on the conservation 

and sustainable utilization of, and access and 

benefit sharing from, biodiversity resources; 

23/ preparc a penodic repotl on the status of the 

country’s biodiversity resource and avail 10 (he 

government as well as the public; 

24/ where it deems it appropriate, delegate some of 

its powers and duties to other relevant 

government bodies; 

25/ collect fee for the service it remders in 
accordance with the rate to be determined by 

the government; 

26/ own property, enter into contracts, sue and be 
sued in its own name; 

27/ carty out such other activities as are nccessary 

for the attainment of its objectives 

Organization of the Institute 

The Institute shall have: 

1/ a Direclor General to be appointed by the 

government; and 

2/ the necessary staff, 

Power: Duties Director General 

1/ The Director General shall be the chief 

executive officer of the Institute and shall, 

subject to the general direction of the Ministry, 

dircct and adminisier the activities of the 
Institute. 

2/ Without' prejudice to the generality of sub- 

article (1) of this Article, the Director General 

shall: 
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a) cxervise the powers and duties of the 

Institute specified under Article 6 of this 

Regulation; 

b) employ and administer employees of the 

Institute in accordance with the federal 

civil service laws;, 

©) prepare the work program and budget of 

the Institute and implement same upon 

approval, 

d) effect expenditure in accordance with the 

budget and work program approved for 

the Institute; 

©) represent the Institute in its dealings with 

third parties, 

f) prepare and submut (o the Ministry the 

performance and financial reports of the 

Institute. 

3/ The Dircctor General may delegate part of his 

powers and duties to other officers and 
employees of the Institute to the extent 

necessary for the efficient performance of the 

activitics of the Institute. 

Budget 

The budget of the Institute shall be allocated by the 
government, 

Book of Accounts 

1/ The Institute shall keep complete and accurate 

books of accounts. 

2/ The books of accounts and financial documents 
of the Institute shall be audited annually by the 

Auditor General or by an auditor assigned by 

him, 

Transfer of Rij bligations 

The rights and obligations of the Institute of 

Biodiversity  Conservation  established under 

Proclamation No, 12071998 (as amended by 

Proclamation No. 381/2004) are hereby transferred 

(o the Institute, 

Effective Date 

This Reghlation shall cater into force on the date of 

publication in the Federal Negarit Gazette. 

Done at Addis Ababa, this 24 day of July, 2013 

HAILEMARIAM DESSALEGN 

PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA


