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(Non-legislative acts)

INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

COUNCIL DECISION
of 20 June 2011

on the approval, on behalf of the European Union, of the Agreement on Port State Measures to
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing

(2011/443[EU)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty on European Union,

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European
Union, and in particular Article 43, in conjunction with
Article 218(6)(a), thereof

Having regard to the proposal from the European Commission,

Having regard to the consent of the European Parliament,

Whereas:

(1) The European Union is competent to adopt measures for
the conservation, management and control of fishery
resources; it is also competent to enter into agreements
with third countries and within the framework of inter-
national organisations.

(2)  The European Union is a contracting party to the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of
10 December 1982, which, inter alia, requires all
members of the international community to cooperate
in managing and conserving the biological resources of
the sea.

(3)  The European Union and its Members are Contracting
Parties to the 1995 Agreement for the Implementation of
the Provisions of the United Nations Convention of the
Law of the Sea relating to the Conservation and
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly
Migratory Fish Stocks, which entered into force on
11 December 2001.

(4 The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
Conference approved, at its Thirty Sixth Session held in
Rome on 18-23 November 2009, the Agreement on Port
State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal,

Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (hereinafter ‘the
Agreement’) in  accordance with  Article  XIV,
paragraph 1, of the FAO Constitution, for submission
to FAO Members.

(5)  The Agreement was signed on 22 November 2009 on
behalf of the European Community, subject to its
conclusion at a later date.

(6)  The Union is a major player in international fisheries and
one of the main global markets for fishery products and
it is in its interest to play an effective role in the imple-
mentation of the Agreement and to approve the
Agreement.

(7)  The Agreement should therefore be approved,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

The Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and
Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (here-
inafter ‘the Agreement) is hereby approved on behalf of the
Union.

The text of the Agreement and the Declaration concerning the
competence of the Union are attached to this Decision.

Article 2

The President of the Council shall designate the person(s)
empowered to proceed, on behalf of the Union, to deposit
the instrument of approval with the Director-General of the
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations
acting in his capacity as Depositary of the Agreement in
accordance with Article 26 of the Agreement, together with
the Declaration concerning the competence of the Union.
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Article 3

This Decision shall enter into force on the day of its adoption.

Done at Luxembourg, 20 June 2011.

For the Council
The President
MATOLCSY Gy.



