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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE

of 15 June 1988

laying down the health rules applying to meat intended for the
domestic market and the levels of the fees to be charged, pursuant
to Directive 85/73/EEC, in respect of the inspection of such meat

(88/409/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic
Community, and in particular Article 43 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parliament (2),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social
Committee (3),

Whereas, Council Directive 64/433/EEC of 26 June 1964 on health
problems affecting intra-Community trade in fresh meat (4), as last
amended by Regulation (EEC) No 3805/87 (5), provides for health
inspections and controls in respect of fresh meat intended for intra-
Community trade;

Whereas it is appropriate to undertake the same inspections in respect
of fresh meat intended for trade on the internal market of each Member
State in order to guarantee free movement inside the Community as
well as in order to avoid distortions of competition for products subject
to the common organization of the market whilst assuring, at the same
time, uniform conditions of health protection to consumers;

Whereas according to Article 2 (1) of Council Directive 85/73/EEC of
29 January 1985 on the financing of health inspections and controls of
fresh meat and poultry meat (6) the levels of fees to be collected for
fresh meat coming from slaughterhouses that are not approved under
Directive 64/433/EEC shall not be fixed except in connection with the
adoption of rules of inspection for that meat;

Whereas, in view of the extension of the inspection rules laid down in
Directive 64/433/EEC to all animals slaughtered for local consumption
and of the obligation of this meat to be subject to the controls referred
to in Council Directive 85/358/EEC of 16 July 1985 supplementing
Directive 81/602/EEC concerning the prohibition of certain substances
having a hormonal action and of any substances having a thyrostatic
action (7) and in view of Council Directive 86/469/EEC of 16
September 1986 concerning the examination of animals and fresh
meat for the presence of residues (8) it is appropriate to adopt for meat
intended for local consumption the same levels of fees as those laid
down in Council Decision 88/408/EEC of 15 June 1988 on the levels
of the fees to be charged for health inspections and controls of fresh
meat pursuant to Directive 85/73/EEC (9);

Whereas however it is not opportune at this stage to regulate, at
Community level, the matter of slaughter for the personal needs of the
farmer;

Whereas, owing to difficulties inherent in the particular geographical
characteristics of its territory, a further two-year period should be
granted so as to enable the Hellenic Republic to apply the inspection
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rules and to introduce the necessary machinery for collecting the fees
relating to inspections and controls,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

This Directive lays down, without prejudice to the arrangements to be
adopted pursuant to Article 15 (b) of Council Directive 71/118/EEC of
15 February 1971 on health problems affecting trade in fresh poultry-
meat (1), as last amended by Regulation (EEC) No 3805/87, the health
inspection rules and the level of the health fees applying to meat
intended for the domestic market in the Member States.

For the purposes of this Directive the definitions given in Article 2 of
Directive 64/433/EEC shall apply

This Directive shall not affect national rules on the slaughter of an
animal for the farmer's personal needs, provided that such rules
prescribe guarantees for checking that the meat from the animal is not
sold for public consumption.

Article 2

As from 1 January 1996 Member States shall take the necessary steps
to ensure that all fresh meat produced in their territory for marketing
there is obtained in an approved establishment in accordance with the
provisions of Directive 64/433/EEC.

Article 3

The following Article is inserted in Directive 85/73/EEC:

‘Article 2a

Member States shall ensure that the expenses entailed by the
controls referred to in Articles 6, 8 and 9 of Directive 86/469/EEC
are charged against the fees laid down in Article 1.’

Article 4

The level of the fees resulting from Article 2 of Decision 88/408/EEC
shall be applicable in respect of fresh meat produced and inspected in
accordance with Article 2 of this Directive and of meat referred to in
Article 16a of Directive 71/118/EEC.

Article 5

1. Before 1 October 1989 the Council, acting by a qualified majority
on a proposal from the Commission, shall decide on the conditions
under which the other requirements of Directive 64/433/EEC may be
extended to establishments or slaughterhouses not approved under the
said Directive, shall, to that end, review the criteria laid down in parti-
cular in Article 3 (1) (A) (d) and in Article 5 of that Directive for the
purpose of preventing trade in certain meat and shall adopt minimum
rules regarding hygiene and inspection that must be complied with by
a slaughterhouse intending to restrict its production to the local market.

2. By the same date and in accordance with the same procedure, the
following shall be adopted for meat currently restricted to the domestic
market:

— new ante mortem and post mortem health inspection rules for poul-
trymeat,

— provisions regarding the professional qualifications of assistant
inspectors, their required training and the tasks they are to perform.
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Article 6

Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations and admin-
istrative provisions necessary to comply with this Directive not later
than 1 January 1991. They shall forthwith inform the Commission
thereof.

However, the Hellenic Republic shall have an additional period of two
years in which to comply with it.

Article 7

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.
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