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FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS, 2015 

I exercise of the power confcncd on the Minister responsible for Fisheries 
by section 139(1) of the Fisheries Act, 2002 (Act 625) and on the 
recommendations of the Fisheries Commission, these Regulations arc 
made this 17th day of March, 2015. 

Regulation 24 of L.I. 1968 aemended 
1. The Fisheries Regulations, 2010 (L.I. 1968), referred to in these

Regulations as the principal enactment is amended by the substitution 
for regulation 24 of the following: 

"Registration of Fishing Vessels 

Requh"ements for the registration of a fishing vessel as a Ghanaian fishing 
vessel 

24. (1) In addition to the requirements under the Ghana
Shipping Act, 2003 (Act 645) relating to the registration of vessels
entitled to fly the flag of Ghana, a fishing vessel shall not be
registered on the Ghanaian Register of Ships unless the following
additional requirements in regulation 24A to 24F arc fulfilled.

(2) The provisions in regulation 24A to 24F do not apply to
a canoe as defined in section 140 of the Act. 

Regulation 24A to 24DD inserted 
2. The principal enactment is amended by the insertion after regulation

24 of the following: 

"Manner of registration of a fishing vessel 

24A. (1) The registration of a fishing vessel as a Ghanaian fishing 
vessel shall be carried out in a manner consistent with the obligations 
of the Republic under any international or regional treaty to which the 
Republic is a party including international conservation and 
management measures relating to effort and capacity limits and the 
prevention, deterrence, and elimination of Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated fishing. 

(2) A person who intends to register a fishing vessel as a Ghanaian
fishing vessel shall submit a written application to the Commission 
providing the following information: 

(a) the current name, previous names, registration numbers and
ports of registry of the fishing vessel, if any;
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(h catch dates including the start and end catch date range; 

(i) references of applicable conservation and management mea­

sures; 
(;) catch area, with supporting evidence, especially logbook 

data and record of the vessel monitoring system; 
(k) information on the fishing licence including the issuing 

authority and the date of issue; and 
(!) any other information to validate the catch. 

(3) A document which is required to be submitted under this regu­
lation may be submitted electronically. 

Processing of "Request to Land" application 

24W. The Commission shall process a "Request to Land" application 

within twenty four hours of receipt of the application. 

Inspection of fishing vessel 

24X. An authorised officer of the Commission shall undertake an 
on-the-spot inspection of a fishing vessel which arrives at a port to land 
fish to verify the information provided in regulation 24T and ensure com­
pliance with other requirements under these Regulations. 

Clearance to land fish 
24Y. (I) Where an authorised officer is satisfied that the fishing vessel 

has not been engaged in Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing, the 
authorised officer shall give clearance to the fishing vessel to land the 

fish. 

(2) A person who lands fish in contravention of this regulation
commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to 

(a) a fine of not less than one million United States Dollars and

not more than two million United States Dollars for a first
time contravention;

(b) a fine of not less than two million United States Dollars and 
not more than four million United States Dollars for a second 
contravention and in addition, a licence or authorisation 
issued in respect of the fishing vessel is considered to be 

suspended for six months from the date of conviction; and 
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(c) a fine of not less than two million United States Dollars and 
not more than four million United States Dollars for a third 
contravention and in addition, the Commission shall revoke 
any licence or authorisation granted in respect of the 
fishing and take immediate steps to delete the name of the 
fishing vessel from the Ghana Shipping Registry. 

Issue of Catch Certificate 

242. (I) A person who intends to export fish landed by a Ghanaian
fishing vessel in accordance with regulation 24Y shall request an 
authorised officer to issue a Catch Certificate in relation to the fish. 

(2) The request for a Catch Certificate shall contain the following
information: 

( a) the details of the fishing vessel, including the owner, operator,
charterer or master crew list, observers, and species compo­
sition of fish caught during the fishing trip;

(b) the area where the fish was caught;
(c) the flag State registration number of the fishing vessel;
(d) the flag State authorisation reference of the fishing vessel;
(e) the licence or fishing authorisation number;
(I) the quota or allocation for the fishing vessel, where appli­
- cable; 

(g) the description of the fish or fishery product; 
(h) the identification number issued by a regional fisheries man­

agement organisation; 

{t) proof of compliance with applicable measures of a regional 
fisheries management organisation; and 

(;) proof of compliance with national laws of the licensing State. 

(3) An authorised officer shall attest to the veracity of the details
of the information under subregulation (2) and issue a Catch Certificate 
within forty eight hours of the request. 

(4) The Catch Certificate shall
(a) be signed by the authorised officer;
(b) have the approved official stamp of the Commission affixed

on it; and
(c) include additional information, where required from a

foreign regulatory authority of an importing State.
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' 
(b) a fine of not less than two million United States Dollars and

not more than four million United States Dollars for a
second contravention, and in addition, where applicable, a
licence or Authorisation issued in respect of the fishing
vessel is considered to be suspended for six months from the
date of the conviction; and

(c) a fine of not less than two million and not more than four
million United States Dollars and in addition, the Com­
mission shall revoke any licence or Authorisation granted
in respect of the fishing vessel and take immediate steps to
delete the name of the fishing vessel from the Ghana Ship­
ping Registry.

Issuance of guidelines and designation of port 
49. (1) The Minister, on the recommendations of the Commission,

may issue guidelines and procedures for the collection and storage of 
information generated by a vessel monitoring system and the authorised
release of the data and information. - · 

(2) For the purpose of combating Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated fishing, the Minister responsible for Ports may, in consultation 
with the Minister, by a notice published in the Gazette, designate a port in 
the country to which foreign fishing vessels may be permitted access. 

(3) The Minister may appoint a public officer as a port inspector
for the purpose of these Regulations." 

Regulation 49A to 49D inserted 
4. The principal enactment is amended by the insertion after regulation

49 of the following: -
"Use of port without authorisation 
49A. The owner, operator, charterer or master of a foreign fishing 

vessel shall not use a port in the country for landing, transhipping, pack­
aging, or processing of fish or for any other port services unless 

(a) the port has been designated by the Minister for use by a 
foreign fishing vessel; 

(b) the owner, operator, charterer or master of the foreign fishing 
vessel has given at least forty-eight hours notice in advance 
to the Commission of the intention to use the port for landing, 
transhipping, packaging, or processing of fish or for any 
other port services; 

--------
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(c) a written authorisation for the use of the port has been issued 
by the Commission; and 

( d) where the Commission has authorised the entry of the foreign 
fishing vessel into the port, the owner, operator, charterer 
or master of the foreign fishing vessel or the representative 
of the owner, operator, charterer or master presents the 
authorisation for entry into the port to an authorised officer 
upon the arrival of the foreign fishing vessel at the port. 

Prohibition from entering port 
49B. (1) The Commission may, in consultation with the relevant agen­

cies involved in port management in the country, deny a foreign fishing 
vessel authorisation to enter a port in !he country where there is sufficient 
evidence that the foreign fishing vessel has 

(a) engaged in Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing; or 
(b) has supported Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing. 

(2) Despite subregulation (1), the Commission may grant
authorisation for a foreign fishing vessel to enter a port exclusively for 
the purpose of 

(a) inspecting the foreign fishing vessel; and 
(b) taking other appropriate actions in conformity with inter­

national law which are as effective as denial of port entry in
preventing, deterring and eliminating Illegal, Unreported
and Unregulated fishing.

Denial of the use of port by a foreign fishing vessel 
49C. (1) Where a foreign fishing vessel has entered a port in the country, 

the foreign fishing vessel shall not be allowed co use the port for landing, 
transhipping, packaging or processing of fish that have not been previously 
landed or for any other port service if 

(a) the foreign fishing vessel does not have a valid authorisation 
from the flag State of the fishing vessel to engage in fishing 
activity; 

(b) the foreign fishing vessel has not been granted a valid licence 
by the Commission to engage in fishing activities in the fishery 
waters of the country; 
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(c) there is evidence that the fish on board the foreign fishing 
vessel was caught in contravention of applicable requirc­
men ts of any coastal State in respect of areas under the 
national jurisdiction of that coastal State; 

(d) the flag State of the foreign fishing vessel does not confirm 
within twenty four hours on the request of the Commission 
that the fish on board the foreign fishing vessel was caught 
in accordance with applicable requirements of a relevant 
regional fisheries management organisation; or 

(e) there arc reasonable grounds to believe that the foreign 
fishing vessel has been engaged in 

(i) IIlegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing; or
(ii) fishing related activities in support of Illegal,

Unreported and Unregulated fishing.

(2) Subregulation (1) docs not apply where the master of the foreign
fishing vessel establishes that 

(a) it was acting in a manner consistent with relevant conserva­
tion and management measures; or

(b) the foreign fishing vessel did not engage in or support illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated fishing at the time of provision 
of personnel, fuel, gear and other supplies at sea. 

(3) Despite subregulation (1), a foreign fishing vessel shall not be
denied the use of the port service of a port in the countTy, where the 
service 

(a) is essential to the safety and health of the crew and the safety 
of the foreign fishing vessel, provided these needs arc duly 
proven; or 

(b) is for the scrapping of the foreign fishing vessel.

Inspection of foreign fishing vessel in port 

49D. (1) Where an authorised officer carries out an inspection of a 
foreign fishing vessel in port, the authorised officer shall 

(a) present to the owner, operator, charterer or master of the 
foreign fishing vessel an identification document prior to 
an inspection; 

(b) in case of appropriate arrangements with the flag State of the 
vessel, invite that flag State to participate in the inspection; 
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(c) not interfere with the ability of the master to communicate 
with the authorities of the flag State; 

( d) act in a manner to 
(i) avoid undue delay of the fishing vessel in order to

minimize interference and inconvenience, including
any unnecessary presence of an authorised officer
on board the vessel and avoid any action that would
adversely affect the quality of the fish on board the
fishing vessel; and

(ii) facilitate communication with the owner, operator,
charterer or master or senior crew members on
board the fishing vessel; and

(e) ensure that the inspection is conducted in a fair, 
transparent and non-discriminatory manner that 
docs not constitute harassment of the owner, 
operator, charterer or master of the fishing vessel. 

(2) For the purpose of an inspection under this regulation,
the owner, operator, charterer or master of the fishing vessel shall 
give an authorised officer the necessary assistance and information, 
and present relevant material and documents. 

(3) The authorised officer shall submit a report of the
inspection in a form determined by the Commission." 

Ho . HANNY-SHERRY AYITTEY 

Minister for Fisheries and Aquaculture Development 

Date of Gazeue notification: 19th March, 20 I 5. 

Entry into force: 9th June, 2015 
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