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OF. THE PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF GHANA

ENTITLED

THE PREVENTION AND CONIRQOL OF PESTS
AND DISEASES OF PLANTS ACT, 1965

AN ACT to consolidate with amendments the law relating to the
prevention snd treatment of pests and diseases of plants and
plant quarantine. '

DaATE OF ASSENT: * 22nd Qctober, 1965

Br IT BNACTED by the President and the National Assembly in this
present Patliament assembled as follows :—

PART T-PREVBNTION AND TREATMENT OF PESTS AND
IMseAsES OF le
1. Mo person shall keep, sell or offer for sale or barter or in any

way distribute or cause te be distributed any plant infested or infected
with such pest or disease as may be prescribed.

2. No person shall remove from any land any plant infested or
infected with any pest or disease prescribed under section 1 of this
Act except— '

(a) for the investigation of such pest or disease by an
inspectaor; - I '
(h) for the purpose of destraying sack plant; ar
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‘(£) for the purpase of preserving the produce of such plant
in & sound, clean and matare condition for subsequent
manvfacture for sale or for seed purposes,

3. (1) Regulations may prescribe the treatment to be applied to Remedinl
any plant infestod or infected with pests or distases or the measures #0é -
to be adopted for the extermination and prevention of pests and ﬂ,rf;':ﬂ:f
diseases of plants.

(?) Regulations prescribing the treatment and preveation of
pests and diseuses of plaunts may—
() probibit or yestrict the transport of any plant, soil or
rooting medium to or from a specified area;
() prescribe plants which may or may not be grown in
any specified area;
(¢) require the owner or occupier within any specified area
to apply or adopt any treatment or measures preseribed
under this section,

- 4. The Minister may by an exeoutive instrument declare any area Power to
infected with or in danger of infection with pests or diseases of mMako arder
plants as an infected area and may order all or any plants in such e of ipnd.
area to be removed, and prohibit the use of such area for any putpose
connected with agﬁcultuw.

5. (1) Regulations may designate persons to act as inspectors for Iusmion

the purpbses of this Act. - of fand,
(2) Subject 1o the provisions of this section, an inspector shall

have power to enter-at any reasonable time any land, other than a

dwelling house for the purpase of ascertaining whether there are on

such land any pests or diseases of plants, or whether conditions or

circumetances exist which in his opinion are condncive to or will

contribute o the infection of plants with pests or diseases,

. (3) Before entering any tand in exercise of powers conferred by
this section, the inspector shall inform the occupier, if present, of his
intention,

-(4) No person shall obstruct a person exercising powers con-
ferred by this section or fail to comply with any direction or require-
went made by him in exercise of those pawers.

6. Every inspecior shall keep a register in which be shall enter the tmspector
following itemis in respect of any land iaspected by him— to gga a
{&) the identity and location of such land; regiter:
{3 the name of the accupiet’
{c} the pests and diseases found thereon;
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{d) thetreatment ar measures directed to be applied;
(¢) the date of inspection; and
() such other pasticulars as may be presceibed.

7. Whers an inspector, after inspecting any land ix satisfiad
that-— '

{¢} any plant thercon—
(i) shows signs of disease, or
(ii) is boing attacked by aay pest; or
(b) conditions or circumstances exist on such land which in
his opinion are conducive to, or will contribute to the
spreading of pests and discases,
he mAay $2rve on the occupler of the land a nodce in wridng direcnng
such occupier to apply, within such time as mayibe specified in the
notice, such treatment or measures as may be preseribed.

8. (1) Any inspector may-—

(a) where an occupier of any land has failed to comply
with any direction given under section 7 of this Act
within the specified time; or

(£) where any pest or disease is found on any land per-
mitted to go oul of cultivation,

apply such treatment or adopt such measures as he thinks neceésary
for the purpose of preventing, exterminating or restricting, as the
case may he, any pest or disease. ‘

(2) Any expenses incuured by any inspector as a result of any
treatment or measures undertaken in respect of any land under
subsection (1) of this section shall be paid by the occupier to such
officer as may be prescribed within thirty days after notification by
the fnspector of the amount due and, if not so paid, the officer may sue
for or authorise any person on his behalf to sue for and recover it.

(3) In any action for the recovery of any amount Jue under
subsection (2) of this scetion a certificate under the hand of the

inspector that such cxpenses have been incurred shall be prima
Jacie evidence of the same, :

PART II—PLANT QUARANTINE

8, (1) No person-shall import any plants, plant products, plant
disease or pest, ‘soil, manure, grass and other parking materials or
any other material Yable to harbour dangerous diseases or pests

of planre avrapt nnder a permit iseed in gccordance with the provi.

sions of this section and regulations made therounder,



(2) Regulations may prescribe the conditions for the grant of a

“permit for the importation of any of the items mentioned in sub-
section (1) of this section, and the places to which the items may

imported otherwise by post, .

(3) Ropulations preseribing the conditions for the importation
of the said items may provide for the examination of any of the said
itelns inported into- Ghana, and may authorise the destruction or
treatment, as the case may require, if any of them is found to be
infested or infected with pests or discases of plants.

~ (4) Regulations made under this section may prohibit or
restrict the importation of any of the items mentioned in subsection
(1) of this section,

10, For the purposs of enfoicing the provisions' of section 9
of this Act and any regulations made thereunder, regulations may
authorise any inspector appointed under section 5 of this Act—

(@) to examine any luggage or container imported or which
is about to be imported into Ghand;

(5) enter any conveyance for the purpose of examining
or inspecting any of the items mentioned in subsection

(1) of section 9 of this Act which is about to be imported
into Ghama.

11. (1) Without prejudice to section 13 of this Act, any inspector
examining or inspecting any luggage or conveyance under section
10 of this Act shall seize any of the items referred to in subsection
(12 of section 9 of (his Act which is being imported in contraveation
o
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the said sectioh 9 or any regulations made thereunder and such

item shall be forfaited.

(2) Regulations may provide for the disposal of any item
forfuited under this section,

12. Regulations made under this Act in relation to importation
of plants may be limited in its application to any of the items

referred to in section 9 of this Act coming from particular countries m’

specified in the regulations.

Parr II—MISCELLANEQUS

[ BN gl) Any person .whu. vontravenss a ditestivl, 1equlicucil,
conditions or prohibition imposed by or under this Act shall be
guilty of an offence under this Act,

(2) A person guilty of an offence under this Act shall be
Uable on convicion w a fiue u caveeding woe huadeed  cedia

or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding three months.
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L,ig;]hpﬂmﬂ' 14, {1) Roguishans may-—

) (&) provide in excepuotal casss for the payment to ocea-
piers of land or 1o*an imporier, a proportion of the
cost of any treatment or measures prescribad ;

(B) provide for the payment of compensation to any
occupier of land or to an importer who has sustained
pecuniary loss by reason of any measures taken under

is Act. : :
{2) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to entitle any
persan as of nght to receive compensation in respect of measures
taken under this Act, -

Pg:l:orm A8, The' Minister may by legislative instrument make repula-
repulations,  HIOBS— o ) . o
() providing for any matter which under this Act is 1o be
provided for by regulations; Co
() prescribing the fees and charges to be paid in respect
of any act or thing don ' under any regulation; am
(¢) generally for giving full effect to the provisious of
this Act,

Interpreta- 16. In this Act unless the context otherwise requires-—

tign, "
o * container ” means any box, basket, pot, package, case or
other receptacle or covering;

* conveyance * means automobiles, lorries, animal drawn
vehicles, afrcraft, boats and other means of transportas
ton; :

“ covering *’ means covering of a plant or of a container;

“ discase ™' means any disease caused by fungus, bacte-
rium, virus or other organism which may be injurious
to agrieultural or borticultural crops and includes the
abnormal conditions of cocoa ttees known as
“ drought dieback ™ aud *" swollen shuot *; }

“ inspector ** means a person designated as such by section
5 of this Act;

* the Minister ”* means the Minister responsible for agriculs
ture;

“ oceupier of land ' includgs the owner, tenant or any
person in chacge of the Jand; '

** peost’* means any organism of en animal or vegetable
nature which attacks a plant or which may be inju-
rious to agricwltural or horticultural orops,;
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AT AT o PIOUNGTS T By W8S, SDi. s Vi8S,
cuttings, grafts, scions, suckers, buds, fruft pits, and
other seeds, roots, wbers, bolbs, thizomes, shoots,
‘leaves, flowers and fruits; and products from these
items whether in a natoral dried or menufactured
state;

* rescribed ** means prescribed by regulations made voder
section 15 of this Act. :

37, {1 The following engctinents wic heiby repealod i

(@) Importation of Plants Regulation Dirdinance {Cap.
159);

{(#) Plant Pests and Diseases Ordinance (Cap. 160).

(2) Any statutory instrument made under any of the enact-
ments repealed by this Act and in fores immediately before the
commencement of this Act shall continue in force as if made under
the provisions of this Act.
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