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SMALL-SCALE GOLD MINING LAW, 1989

In purauance of the Provisional National Defence Council (Bstab- s 1y,
lishment) Froclunation 1981, this Law is hereby maas-- L85l

PART 1--~REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF SMALL-SCALE 3 S
GOLD MINERS T

1. {1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, no person Livensiler
shall engage in or undertake any small-scale gold mining operation ?;ﬁfgfd
unlyss there is in exictonce in respect of such mining operation a wining.
Koence granteo by the Secretary for Lands and Natural Resources
or by an officer avthorised in that behalf by the Secretary.

(2) An application for a Jicence under this section shallbe made
i such forms as the Scoretary may direct, to the relevand Distiice
Centre of the designated area and shall be accompanied by such fee
as the Secretary may yrescribe.

2. Subj?(:t o subsections (1% and (2) of uectien.'}ﬁ of the Minerals Eg;“i?f"*
and Mining Law, 1986 (P.N.D.C.L. 133) no licence for i smalls sppicants
sesle gold mining operation shall be granted (o for small,

(@) any person who i% not a citizen of Ghana; mining

(&) any person who has not attained the age of eighteen
yerss; or

(c) any person who is not registered by the District
C‘an_frer in the donignated area under subscction (1) of
section 9 of this Law.

3, Except otherwise provided in this Law, a licence granted by Sunsitins
1he Secretary shall be subject 10 such conditions as may he specified 1 the

. npnt of
therein. 102309, a

A, (1) A licence granted under section 1 of this Law to any person pueative of
or group of persons other than a co-operative society shall be alicence.
for a period not exceeding three years from the date of issue in the
first Instance and may be renewed thereafter for guch further period
a6 the Secretary may determine.

(2) A licence granted to a co-operative society shall have sttent
for a period nat exceeding five vears from the date of issue and may
be renewed thereafter for suoh further period as the Secrstary may
determine.

- (3) The Secretary may by legislative instrument prescribe such
fﬁaes as may be paid for the grant and renewel of ¢ licence upder this
aw. - '
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Areas ciw R, The size of the areain cospact of which & livence muy be grantcd
vered by upder this Law shall not excesd—

licence.
{a) three qactes {n the case of 2 grant to any one parson or
group of persons not exceeding four in nuinber;
(by five acres in the case of a grani to any greup of per-
sons not exceeding nine in number; and
() twenty-five gores in the case of @ grant-10-a coopers-
tive society of ten or more persons.

Rovocition 6, The Secrotary may at any time revoke a licence granted under
of tiretews,  “yp el Law where— )

{a) be is satisfle that the licensee has contravened or
failed to somply with any of the terms and conditions
of the licenoe or any requirement of this Law or of the
Minerals and Mining Law, 1986 (PF.N.D.C.L. 153)
applicable to him; ' '

(h) the Heenses 1% convicted of any offence relating to the
smmuggling or illegal sale or dealing in gald, or

(¢) he iz satisfied that it is in the public interest to do so.

Liw?w tut 7. A licenve grantel under this taw shall not be transferable.
transfer- )

able,

Digteist Cene 8, (1) The Minerals Commission shall for the purposes of moni-
tresand  toring small-scale gold mining operations establish in an area desis-
tinns. nated as o small-seale gold mining operation ares nider subsection

(1} of section 77 of the Minerals and Mining Law, 1986 (P.N.D.CLL.
153), a Centre to bz known as the District Small-scale Gold Mining
Centre (hereafter in this Law referred to as the (“District Centre™).

(2) A District Centre sballin respect of its desighated area have
the following functions:

(a) compile a register of all small-scale gold miners and
prospective small-scale gald ruiners” speeifying sueh
particulars as may be determined by the Secretary;

(b} snpervise and monitor the operation and activities of
the small-scale gold miners and prospeotive small-seale
gold miners.

(¢) advige and providesueniraning facilities and assistance
as may be necessary for effective and efficient small
scale gold mining operations; S .

(e} suhmit to the Minerals Compussion in such form an
at sueh fntervals as may be directed by the Commission,
reports or oihet documents and information on small-
sonle gold mining activities within the District.
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9. {1y Any person engaged in ot wishing to undertake any type of ﬁgﬁs:?a
small-scale vold mining operation shall vegister with the Distriot “Uon ..

Centre of lhe designated area where he operales or Intends 10 iicensees.
operate.

(2) The District Centre shall on the registration of any person
wunder sabsection (1) of this section issue a Certificale of Registiation
Lo seh person.

(3) No person shall be granted a licence vnder subsection (1)
of section | unless such person has been registered under subsection
(1) of this section.
10. (1) There shell be esiablished in every designated area a Smaibscale
Small-scale Gold Mining Comnittee (hereafter referied to in this Fopmirees.
Law as “the Commitice”}.

(2) The Committee sball consist of the following members:

(a) the District Secretary or his reptesentative who shall
be the Chairman of the Committee;
(h) ths aficer in-cnargs of the Diotrint Coentre

(¢) a vepresentative of the town Development and Plan-
ning Committee of the distriet; o

{d) two representatives of the CD R, in the district.

(3) The Committee shall assist the District Centre to effectively
monitor, promote and develop small-scale gold mining operations
in the designated area.

. (4) The members of the Committee shall hold office for such
periods and on such terms and conditions as the Secretary may =
determiae. -

PART IT—OPERATIONS UF SMALL-SCALE (3OLD MINERS

11, A persen licensed to mine gold under this Law may win, mine C:.Wations
and praduce gold by any eflective and efficient method and shall in S qoair
his operations observe good mining practices, health and safety mincis.

rules and pay due regard to the protection of the environrment.

12, Whete a licence ia granted in a designated ares to any person Compensas
other than the owner of the land, the licensee shall pay to the owner tion for use
of the land such compensation for the nse of the land as the Secretary < -
may in consultation with the Minerals Commission and the Lands
Valuation Board determine.

13. No small-scale gold mincr shall uye any explosive iii his Use of
operations. . axplosives
‘prohibited,



P.N.D.C.L. 218. 4

Purchase of
raercury,

Emruptlom
Fremm tm-
come tax
and royal-

tigs.

Sale of gold.

Hala of
iawellery,

o,

Offences
and punigh-
mant,

SMALL-SCALE GOLD MINING LAW, 1989

14, A small-scale gold miner may purchase from any authorised
mercury dealer such quantilies of mergury as may be reasonably
niecessary for the purposes of his mining operations.

15. For aperiod of three years from the date of the coming into
futve ol tss Law, all pooons cogegsd in small-senle gold mining
operations shall be exempted from the payment of income tax and
rayalties in respect of such mining operations.

PArT IUl--LicencE TO DEAL IN GoLD AND MISCELLANEQOUS
Pravisions

16, Without prejudice to any enactment empowering any person
or body to purchase 2nd dealin gold, tne Secretary may in consulta-
tion with the Minerals Commission in writing, license such persons
as he may consider fit, to buy and deal in such types and forms of
gold and under such terms and conditions as may be specified in
the licence.

17. (1) Any licensed small-scale g0ld miner or any person in
possession of gold may sell such gold in his possession to authorised
buyers only.

(2) A person shall be preswimed o be lawfully in pnoesession of
gold until the contrary is proved.

18, Nothing contained in this Law or in any other epactment
shall be consirued as precluding any person from dealing with or
disposing of his gold jewellery, gold attifact or gold coin to autho-
rised dealers or to any person whatsoever.

19, (1) Any person who buys or sells gold without a licence granted
under this Law or without a valid authority gratited under an enact-
ment for the time being in force shall be guilty of an oifence and
shall on convietion be liable to a fine not exceeding €5 million or
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or to both.

{2) Any person Whow-

(@) without a licenca granted by the Secretary undertakes
any smalbscale gold mining operation contrary to
subsection (1) of seetion 1 of this Law; or

(b} acts in contravention of any other provision of this
‘Law in respect of which ar offence has not been pres-
cribed, ' .
shall be guilty of an offence and shall ov convietion be liable to a
fine not .exceeding ¢'2 million or to-imprispnment for a term not
escesding 2 years o to both. -
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(3) A court before which any person is coavicted under this
Law mag in addition te any penalty that it vaay impass arder the
forfaiture to the State of the gold or other mineral in respect of
which the offence was committed. '

(4) Where an alien is convicted of an offence nwnder this Law
he shall after paying the fine or serving any imprisonment imposed
od him, be Eagle to deporfation under section 13 of the Aliens
Act, 1963 (Act 160).

20, The Secratary may on the advice of the Minerals Commission, Resalations.
and the Chief Inspector of Mines make such regulations as may be
necvessary for the effective implementation of this Law.

2%. In this Law unless the context otherwise reguires— Interpre-

“authorised buyer” means a person authorised by the taffon
Secretary 10 buy gold;

“citizen of Ghana” has the same meaning as provided
i section 84 (1) of the Minerals and Mining Law, 1986
(PN CLL. 133) but does not arglade a public Cor-
poration; _

“designated area” means an area desjgnated as a
small-scale mineral operation area by the Secretary by
4 notice published in the Gazelie. '

“gold” means %gld dust, gold bullion, retorted gold,
gold ore, gold amalgam, gold allo, precipitates con-
taining gold, slag, concentrates, tailings and residwe
coutaiuing gold;

“licensed smallscale gold miner” means a person
licensed under this Law to win and mine gold;

“Secretary means the P.N.D.C. Secretary responsible
for Lands and Matvral Resources

“smallgeale gold mining operation” means the miping
of gold by any method not involving substantial
expenditure by an individual or group of persons not
exceeding nine in pumber or by a co-gperative socicty
made up of ten or more persons.

Made this 19th day of April, 1989,

FL1o47. JERRY JOHN RAWLINGS
Chairman of the Provisional National Defense Coyncil

Date of Guzeite notification: 2nd Juge, 1989,



