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All Act to regulate 111111 ... 1ro1 prospecting ond minfDg for Radio- (220!t94n 
Active Mlnmds ""d the export dtmef 111111 for - <oa-
nected tfmoewlth. 

[2cirn JULY, 1947j 

1. This Act may be cited as the Radio-Active Minerals Act. 

2, In this Acl--
''licenec" means a licence issued under this Act; 
'"mine'1 includes all operations for the intentional winning or 

obt:aiofag of i:a.n;.v radio u.etivo :min1:1n1l J 

"permit" tm.mus a peinnit issued under this Act; 
"prospect.. means to search fQr any radio•active mineral, and 

includes such working as is reasonably n~ to enable tho 
prospcct0r to teSt tile radio-active mim.~ral-beating qualitic3 of 
the area co-"emed; 

Shott title. 

........ 
tation. 

6 'radio-active mu1era\ .. means any substance specified in the Schedu1e.. Schedule. 

3 



4 

Radio-active 
mimrabnot 
10 bepro. _,.,, ~-. ._.,...., ....... 
H°""'ol 
""""' to ......... 
vpv,aliuu:, -... .... 
(I of1972} 

Radio-aaivc ........... 
to be o.poricd. 
aQeptunder 
p,nnlL 

<l=tol ,....,..,, 
pm.nit 10 bt: 
1othcab&OtutC" 
diaaetionot 
11\t Mh:wttt. 

Fonnol 
liceacoand 

"L r,::fl,,,1 

C.p. 65:04 RmJlo..Active Mattrlals 

3. No person shall prospect for or mine, or attempt to prospect 
for or mine1 on Sta.to lands, Government lands or any other lands in 
Guyana, any radio-active mineral except under and in accordance 
with a licence gqantcd by the Minbtet • 

4. Every holder of a licence shall within the first ten days of every 
month t\lmish the Commisskmcr or Geological Surveys. and MU\ei 
(heNinaJwr in this A.Qt r.ferred to ae the Conuni66ioner) with a trur: 
report in writing of the prospecting and mining operations carried 
on by lum in the month immediately proocding that in which the 
report is made with respect to radio-active minerals. 

S. No person shaU export, or attempt to export, from Guyana 
any radio-active mineral except under and in accordance with a 
permit gtantod by the Minister in that behalf. 

~. Tho Miuiller may-
(a) grant or refuse to grant a Jicence or a permit or; 
(b) revoke at any time any litenc:e or permit; 

and he shall be under no obliaation to assian any reason for re:fusina 
to grant. or for revoking, a licence or permit. 

7. Every licence, and every permit. shall be in such form and for 
such period and be subject to the payment of such foe as the Minister 
may from t.im1:1 to Umi. t.k:1.c;mlinet 1t.nd 1d11tll wPIMin NU(;h te11m• und 
conditions as the Minister may from time to time think fit to impose. 

Di ., S. (I) Every peraoo not bei•il the holder of a llccoce who dis-
... ~- oovo,. .-y ff.di<> AOtiw JOml~l in 0\lf'l,DA oh.all toribwith furnieh a. =~be true report in writing to the Commissioner of the discovery; and in °"""""'-· the report fumi,h particulars of the radio-active mineral and of the 
II °'19721 place; where, and the circumstances under which, it was discovered. 

·-" -'°'"""d 
"""'""' fl ofl9721 

""-

(2) Where the radio-active mineral is dlscuvcn,d on any hmd 
which is not State land, it shall not be removed from such land 
except with the consent of the Commissioner. 

9. The Minister may. by order from time to time alter. vary or in 
any manner amend the Schedule. 

10. (1) Bvt1ry('CN0nwho-

(a) not being the bolder of a licence, prospects for or 
mines, or attempts to prospect for or mine, any radio•active 
mineral in any part of Guyana; or · 

(b) being tho holder of a lKCtlcc prospcota for or mine:a, or 



Radio-Active Minerals Cap, 65:04 

attempts to prot.pect for or mit\e, any radio~aetive mineral in 
any part of Guyana in contravention of any term or condition 
of his licence, or otherwise than in accordance with any term 
or condition theteoft or 

(c) being the holder of a Jkcncc, fa.ila to comply wjth any of 
the requirements of section 4; or 

(d) not being the holder of a permit, exports or attempts to 
export from Guyana any radio-active mineral; or 

(•) being the holder of a permit, exports or attempta to 
export from Guyana any radio-active mineral in contra• 
ventioo of any term or condition of his permit, ot otherwise 
than in accordance with an.v term or condition thereof: or 

(n obtains, or attempts to obtain, a licence or permit by 
means or any false statement or representation; or 

(g) not being the holder of a licence, discovers a radio­
active Jllino,•I in Guyana ond fail a: to comply with any of the 
requirements of section 8; shall be liable on summary con­
viction to • fine of live thousand dollars and to imprisonmmt 
for twelve months. 

(2) The eourt before which any person is convicted of an 
offence uoder subsection (!) shall order the forfeiture to the State 
of any radio..a.ctive :mmeral or prospecting or mining apparatus 
d«ivod ftom, or employed in tho commis,!on of, all)' act in rospect 
of'which ,ucb person was convicted. 

11. (I) Any member of the police foree not below the rank of Pow<nof 
J1011~nm111iJ1.i;i.innM offieer, and any officer or class of officers author- IIOIUCh. 
ised in writing by the Minister in that behalf, may, for the purp(tse of ~IWll 

enforcing tbi& Act without wa:rrant or other legal pr....,.._. 11 oflm) 
(a) enter and search any place when, bo has reason.able 

grounds for $uspeetins that an oft"ence ttr1de.t this Act bu beert, 
or is about to be, committed; 

(h) search any person whpm he has reasonable grounds for 
suspecting to have committed, or to be about to commit, an 
oflbnce under tbfs Act: 

Provided that it shall not be lawful for a male person to 
search a female person: 

(c) arrest any person whom he bas reasonable grounds for 
suspecting to have committed, or to be about to commit, an 
offence under this Act: 

(d) seize any radio.active mineml or prospecting or mining 
.app11r.at1111, r,,. ,nP.Cted therewith which he has reasonable 
grounds to i ... .,,pect to be or to be about to be, derived from, 
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or employed in, the <x>JDID.ission of aoy offence undeJ;" this 
Act. 

(2) Where any person is arrested, or any radio•activc mineral 
nr prrn:peclina nr minina Bt,,pAmhu:1 iR J!ei,..,M, under r:uMftetinn (1 ). 
sueh person, mineral or apparatus shall, as soon as practicable, be 
brought bofore the nearest magistrate. 

(3) Every petson who obstructs, or attempts lo obstruct, 
whc.thor aotl'WII)'" or po1Hvol;y, ony -poroon opCIOmM or nd'<irrod to in 
sub&eetion (1) in the execution or purported. execution of his dutie~. 
under this section, shall be liable on summary convictio~ to a 'fine of 
one thousand dollars and to imprisonment for six months. 

12, Nothing in this Act shall be construed as absolving any person 
from compliance with any provision Or requirement of any other Aet 
or of any regulations nutde thereunder. 

13. The Minister may make such regulations for givi.Qg better 
ell'ect lo this Act as ho may from time to time deem lo be necossary 
or expedient. 

SCHIIDULB 

RADIO-ACTIVE MJNERALS 

J. Any mineral containing uranium or thorium and, in particular and 
without p~udiq,o to th• ~erdity of thi11:parqraph, the •ubstance, herein­
after set out in this schedule, 

2. Minerals of the pitehb1ende group, including pitchblende, uraninite, 
ulricbite, broggerite, deveite, aod related mineral specie$, 

l. Torblh'ni~ and a.uiunite_ 
4. Seoonda:ry uranium minerals other than torbemite and autuoite, 

including rotbcrford.ine. uranite, ura.nopbane, gum.mite, thorogummite, 
uranocircite., kasolite, ~ueffl.ite, and other silicates, hydrate&i carbon­
ates, phosphates or arsenates of uranium. 

S. Camotite and tyuyamun.ite and .related uranium-beating vanadatc 
om. 

6. 'Uranium~bearing niobatc-Utanate-tantala.te ores, including eux.e,. 
nite, Polycrase, blomstrandine, prioritc, samarskite, fergusonite, betaftte, 
and related minerals. 

7. Monazite, thorite and thorianite. 


