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REGULATIONS O NATURE  CURSERVATION

Mo, 205/1373.

On Matare Censervation Comnittecs,

frr. L.
In each county, town, and in the city of Reykjavik a nature conservation
cormd tte of 'uﬁe{. to. sew.‘.::nleﬁbmis shall act. The voulky, - town, or city
_counci 1 dl.ca.aes up on the number of prmca.pal corfmttee members in each
dlstr\wt _elects them and appomts a chairman, elects the same mumber. of
&, Lc.,ma*tm and provides 'thm w,Lth necessaw worklm_z, f’aclhtles. The Cerm
of caﬂme of f*r*mmp&lw and alternates shall be four years,

Art. 2
Tre electmn of a~maturs’ r:onservatlon c:orrmttee shall be reported

o The Nmfum mew&t‘:mn LO!J“IC‘LI. imnediatety ai'tar* fhe eleotion.

Avt. 3.

The rule of the nature ooncer&dtmn coritiees 18 to [urther nature
conseyvation in their, dlu trict. - They shall take the 1m_tlauve.1n_pr\omt3.ng
public sppreciation of 1.h<: valug 555 pature conservation ond an 'umgmilcd
environrent. Nature hnnsa,waum acmmittees shall keep. cloge watch to
prevent any act whl: hromdght s*«o:l the country s natuml envircnment, in
vivlation of the provisions and ingtructions contained ir:law, i.a. t}mﬁgh
the following measures:

Obserwve wehiouwlar traffic off the road and public conduct in uninhabited
areas, and make recamendations to the Nature Conservation Council or ether
proper sutherities For inprovements where darsge has been caused by such
traffic or where This sy be Dupinenb, _ '

Maintain inspection fo ensure That the provisions in Art. 13 of the
Nature Conservation Act concerning disposal of solid waste and refuse are
upheld, and nake reocnmerdations fon irproverents to local autherities.



Prevent damage to vegetation and the pollution of water, of. Articles
10, 11 and 37 of these Reg\ilaﬁom.

Oversee that abjects; buildings, and other constructions do not
deteriorate from neglect, of . Art. 15 of the Natura Cén%s&watim hot,

Pass an apinicn on the mining of building materials. cf, Art. 17 of
the same Act, |

Insure that any site which has been disturbed by construction work
or ‘the mining of building materials be repaired and left in good order,

(versee the remcval of amy readside adverftn.aem.ntq or bilIboards
erectsd in wiglation of the pravigions of Art, 19 f the Natuee Consewatmn
Act, and 'mpor*t o t’he Mature Conservation Council in case of doubt,
. Ensure that the provisions of Art. 20 of the Natwe Conservation Act
concerning frve pascage of pcacuestrmarls are ébsawed.

. Advise 100&.11@1;’&@1‘:5.&68 on the construction of sumrer houses; of. -

Art. 19-23 of these Regulations,
' Fnokemce the oppa:r*tum,t.les of the public-for outdour recreation in
acmmance with the provisions of Art. 27 of ‘the },a:t\nse'”(}onsewatmn Aot

Offer adv:Lee and coments to the Nature Lonsewatwr: Council. on: the _
pzﬂeSer'vatloﬂ of notable natura.l phenolmna, the eatabl:_s?‘ment of rwecrveatmn
arang am the mlmmta‘tmn of nature conservaticn measunes, -

AV RN
The Nature Com@mat:mn Cotmci]. aart charge r\amm conservation
cammittens with the task of sup@mmmg protected ar*aas, ard the Comcil
m aut] ?1"14’.(”:1 to grant t:harr peen o make exemptions from regulatwns.
- Sueh tas ke can also be given to other parties in a particeularly good
position to-lodk after the' pmtected areas.

s Are. G,
Natture conservation camnittess zhall subm}ﬂ: annual reports on their
activities o cmn*t‘v “town, or g:LW councdls. A copy of the report shall
be sent to the Natuwre Conservation Council. '

Art. 6.
¥ a nature conservation commdttee considers actions ox projects
to be in viclation of the provisions of the NMature Conservation Rct, op
EI‘:&:‘t'sua:’h actions are immirent, the committee shall bemediately report
this to the proper authorities and to the Hature Conservation Council, if

4

Fhe ecmnttioe Deliaves there s reason to do so,



Avt. 7. _ _
Nature conservation committess shall co-operate with weluntary
organisations interested in nature conservation.

On Public Conduct end 'Riﬁzrh't of Access to Nature,

Artc. 8.

Dveryone is entitled to a free passage through and stay -in areas.
Iying outside the property of mglstered fapmg, such as outlying pasture
- é&r«mr\g , poovided the parpess of sueh paggage or stay is legitimate'

Pedestrians may pasg t_lwugh' privately cvmned areas 'pm\fide:‘.'sﬁéh
Tand has n.éat been cultivated and is unfehc:ed, and provided alse that theg;r_
presence _cibe’s not disturb livestocks or cause inconvenierce to thoss.

utilizing the land.
. In the event that the land hag been cultivated or fenced, passage.
through 1t shall be eubject to the pemdssion of those in. charge of vhe
land in qu@étion. o

ATt 9.

The free passage of pedeqtmans must not be hindered by placmg
bllllQ"ll"S, fernces op Otr‘e_zr constructions on bedehes, lake sh_ares, or river
beriks.

’I‘b@f‘w pr*c*vmlons shall not aa*:)ply to bulldings oo c:onst‘ruo*tmns which
are necessary For the conduet of czc_ommc ac:t:s_vrf“leg Aneluding the pmva’ce
dwellings of farmors, pop to theise -_bmldmg,_s or ernstructions which are
%[_":.’»UILEEQ witlh the permission of the .Eiﬁ)pmpl“iaté- autrcritien in. planned WS,
novr shall they apply to constmm:ions whlch were erected prior to the
caomng into ferce of the pmsc..m; law

Ladders way Do ervacted to allrw passdge over fences whuh av@»

- ipevitable and are authorized, of . Avt. 11, 20 and 27 of the Nature

Conservation Act.

. Art. 10.
Lvamrm, is allswed to pick bervies in areas ly*n& outside the
property of vopistered farus '
Tn uncultivated aray emw‘mﬁm it allowed to pick berries for imnediate

consumtion.



The usé' of tocls or implements for pi‘cking berries is prohibitpd
C1if there is reason o fear that this may cauwe damage to vegetation,
The Nature Conservation CommJ. may fcupmcj the use of such specified toolm

Art. 11.

Everyone shall taje care in his dealings with the nature of the country
in order to avold urmecessary darage. |

In the spen counttyside it is prohibited to throw asey oy leave behind
refuse, whichi can constitute danger or defilement, or deposit such vaste -
into the sea, on beaches, into rivers, lakes or streams. |

Rest areas shall at all ‘t’l.mES be left clean and tidy, and nothing
mIst he mm Dehing vhich drgpoils. tm emnmnww.

‘Travellers shell take care. not to throw away. conta.mer's Or Wrappings
or other such refusc by the. side of roadb or trails.”

It is forbidden to accumulat‘, rubblsh mto heaps in publlc: placez
or by roadsides. Garbage heaps mast be. k\.pl: in such'a condl”tlgn that -

: objoo tc can neithex blcw noy float away. |

Vegetauon_ st not be--c.’uama&,ed or ruined unnecessarily, either by
the tearing up of noss, heatlis, o shrubs, or in any other manner,

Wherever a fire is 1it in the open, this shall: b«., dons ta::cher in -

a specially pr\epc.red hesrth, or.on 8011 of ‘a type WhEIL there is no danger -
of its spreading. Care s‘hall_ he taken that the fire has been entirely
extinguist.ed T::eforc 'l&:f;wing" the site.

Care ghall be taken &verwhe,m that nelther watep upplm 5 rurning
water or lakes are klmaged o polluted thr\:‘ugh c..::r-clefss handlmg of subctancer
or objects.

A1l inscriptions -on natural features are forbidden.

B, 32,

A1 imnecassary vehicle traffice ontside roads op marked trails is
fmﬁblctmn where there is danger that such an ac::mm will cause darage
e the natural prwiyenment , Necessary traffin ZLI'I such areas shall cause
no unnecessary damage ep defilement to the 1an4. |

The Nature Conservaticn Council will issue regional rules concerning
Qe_hicular traffic aleng marked rootes in uninhabited areas of the country.

In rest areas vehigles shedl at all tizes be pariedd in areas ehild:.
have heen staked out or warked for such use. Obstructions or markers,



" which demarcate such areas must rot be moved for theupurpose of by-passing
- them,

" The cwmers or cpevators of buses and coaches are required to acquaint
their PASSENgers with rules of conduct stipdated in laws and regulations

O BRIeE - conservation,

Art, 13.

Ooners of buildings, beached ships, motor vehicles, machlmry o
eonsst:mc,uons, such. as ferices, which have been abandened o left in neglec:'t
[ mqmmd o e them. '

Tn the event that a farm is abandoned, it Chmen’ is mqu:lmd to leave
all fam buildings, fences, water wells and other: cmstmn"tmns in ‘such '
condition that they do not blemish the smﬁmndm&s or andangm:* man o
beast. These provisions. apply equglly to other constmatwns which have
been abandoned and not removed. o

The local suthorities ghall see tc that the provisions of this Article
are followed and if necessary carry out the _r%aquiredl_aleaning and -impmvemen'ts

: » _
al L wvipsl & GRLasEn .

Art, 14,
In open-air gdthermg places, recpeation areas, public parks and

in other places where the publlc: may gathwrv, sanlfary facilities shall be.
_1m1 allvd pm_cz- to sur_h plac:@s t:«emg taken Divto use.
' " Health r:m:imamcm h‘m}..l. Toe faillowed in the rﬁezssagn and. ommmcnm
of samtary eqmprmnt.

~ Healtn c:m:lumm& a.nci The pmw:.smnb ol Art. 11 of these ngulatmm
“shall also be follwed poncexrning all vefuse, asg well as usage ancl supsrvisic:
of sueh. mstallatmns. :
| " Furthermove thé pmuwmm contained in Articles 13 and n of the
Nature Conservatmn Aot shall be ‘adhered to and no Jarger group of people
allomed to convene in one place +than the vegetation and environment can
suppert without sericus damage, Damages borught about by overcrowding
must be repatted by Hose who are responsible for it.

It is prohibited vo hold a mecting, allow camping, or permit peopls

te stay in an area which hag not bieen'claamd affter a public gathering. The
landowner oy his tenant are vesponsible for the enforcement of the provisions
of this chaptey.



On Readside Billboards,

Art. i5.

It is prohibited to erect adva:z*tlsn:w b Ltbourds by the roadside
or alsewhere outside densely populatad areas. Unobitrugive adver'usmg of
business operaticns, SLW).Q@“’B or goods on sale shall be permdthed on the -
propiety wheve auoh a.ﬁ_t;\i::‘ty o pmduc*tmn takes place.

‘Signpos”t:s pmvicling guidam;e oncroutes, :“t:hé: names of farms, rest arcas,
nationadl parks and protected areag do not cowe under the provisions of
this Avticle. '

At 16.

The tem'prppemy, acconding to the provisions of these Regulations,
-shall _éonstitute the buildings, their adjoining grrjunds:’ or'sﬁjrullér‘ areas
of work, as well as the fenéaé Surmmuing,. ‘thes. .

A clmaely popul«f' ted ared, awordmg to the pm'msmns of these
Regulations, -ghall nean an t.mmmmpmd inhabited ared, which has been
built according to-an approved or ratified planning project.

Avt, A7,

Should the owners of servima wish"to erect signs for the guid&nc&
of  trav ’e},}.um, they are pc:rmlttcd o erect ‘;'t:andax’d}.ZGd mg;ns, wha, ch arw
Cgete rdned by I\LguleJ.OIlb on, traffic -.:-.I..WIIE;, argl 1o lmaw.ous approved by
the bta‘tg, Read Ade lesiratlon the Chief of Police angd the Nature |
Cr:jnSer* ation Coumll and. ape duthnr*meﬂ Ty The rul es governing the naking
cf such signs.

Art. 1%,
The Nature Cotigervation Councdl makes pmpoaals to the Ministry of
Justice as to what scax*vmm may he MVQI"LJ..»»C(I in th:l.ss mmux‘, and what
pules shall, at an} given thire, Aapply to esch sign.

Art. 19.
Trhe Ll suiies luans d Qeee Regulaticos, shall mean o howea
crecton for the purpaza of being & dw x:lln,n{p place Quring the U b\:&

only cocasicnally dn winter, such ag on woek-unds.



These provisiois apply equally to mountain rest-houses, ‘Fishing-
or hunting~lodges, ski-buts and similar buildings.

Art. 20.

The tallding of a sumeer house is prohibited without the pm'rrtiss-ion.'
of the local authority concerned.

An epblication for a permit to build a sumrer house shall state the
location of the hcu,.se of houses in. question, its design and app-e’nﬁmezs ‘
“such a5 whether it is to be puilt of éésném*f:m or wood, what ité _-coloui& _
wAll be, and other such d@taiim-'which influence how the house _wi.lfl. fit dirvtey
1ts om:'ml.mdmgs.

stunieipal authcr:.t;.es shall always seek the op:.mon of the nature
consexrvation com_mﬂ:»ae: pmor‘ te the gmnt:mfn .ot a permission techuild
a stirer house.

Art. 21. _
If the cohstruction of a group of smﬁmr'hcuseé__:is'_intefﬂed,. a plan-
. of the project; in addition to.thé itams listed in Art. 20, chall adcompany
“the c,ppllc_blon to the 1ccal At omtms
Tre local asthorities cmnx,erncd shall always seek the. opirdon of- e
Nature Conservation t,ouncn.l concemlng applications for the construction

of grt:uDa of sw-m,r‘ hoL_ses

Art, 22.°
Lecal authorities shall make it a condifion for issuing a permit
Lo LULLY « o magl howsery et We ctLJLJlit,:cun widl Dollew i Lostructions.
'concmnmg the ¢holice of 811:@ the design of the house or houses, émd also
that the instructions of the health authoritios concarning the cons‘truct:wh
of watw tanks, oil tanks, lavatories and the dlsposal of all kinds of
aste and mfuse, which could cause pollution _rm serve to blemish the

environment,

Art. 23.
In case screcnse builds a swmer house without the permissioen of the
lecal aythority concerred, or dees not adhere to the conditions set by
the "L‘lllf’i"‘dlltv’, it can demand that the Chief of Police put the bLDJdJ:nD
toa stund-still whatover stage it may have reached, and that alla ons*mm_tlon

already erected be pulled down and pemovid,



-8 -

“The municipality shall :hrarediately notl fy those responsible for
the r:onsm-::‘tmn, either by telegram or by reglste,reci le,tter af ltS demand
to the Chiel of Police that the building project be. scopped. The owner
chall be_notlfa;ed in the same manner if the runicipality demands that

a sutner house be ramoved.

On Declaration of Proteetion,

At 24.

The Nature Conservation Council shall with the aid of the nature
comservation copmittess and o“u}*er".ﬁértiﬁs concerned collect infcﬁmnaﬁon on’
%tx.‘n.l features deered wor't:hy of pm“tmtmn as well as areas :m which .‘L‘t'
inay Bacoma desipable to eatabllsh nature regerves, recreation amas, or
) national parks. “The Nature Conservatlon Council compiles a reglster- of such
natural featums and areas, and makes’ this. known by publication as it deems

NECassary ,

Art. 25.

In the Tegister or natural features there shadl D@' a mc:om or all
inforration Lonz:zc..mmb rarbural. rea*t:ures and areas which may [ c:*ons:Ldemd
necesgary for ..th@m_pmtec,u_on o consewatmn, s_uc:h as’ the mght‘.s of
oa#nér:ship ard usage, desirable boundaries,. conservation value, imminent -

'thr\eeﬂ'é. and desirable measures for theiﬁ:?_ pmtec‘tion'.'

Arft 26,
T the m*t:urm Consi.,wa"t:mn \,ounu}. £ 111(13 yeason o declare @mt.eﬁ tmn
"or to Iimplament other c_onaexvvatmn measures, -it sh_all endeavour to r'eaoh
an égr-eeune'n‘c viith 1_&.ndt$wneré N local authorities and &ther partics whose
intercsts ‘are involved. -
I an agrecment 15 reached, this shall be recorded and confirmed by

1L aonaerned.

At 27. _
If the Hature Congervation Council decides to declare a protected
area wilthout having previeusly obtained the apﬁzu_va_l of wwners o other
rightrolders, or the municipality c_oncmmc_d the Couricli shall deaw op &
proposal for such a declaration.
This proposal shall be sent to landowners, cccupants and other
righthclders, who way He affected by this action, as well as o the local

m;thw'\-* LA ur'rwd



They shall be given the oppaﬁtuniity to pass an opinion on the )
(jc.(.,lcm:'rtic;n of pm—tection, present objections ov submi%tinw 2laims for
ceppensation from the Nature Conservation Council within a period of - four
wortths.  The pmposal shall, fwmm, state that no claims will be
recognized after this time,

A, 28,

If obrjections or ¢laims for compensation are received, the Natm"e_
Censervation .Ceu;‘mcil can ‘again atterpt to reach an agreement on such claims
and atter the terws of the declaration of provection according to the
chjection, p)xﬁvi(i(:d the alteration inh no way ifnp«aii:‘s_- the ri@ts of others,

M, 29,
Decisions of the Nature Conservation Council concerning protection -
op dsolovation of protection do not oo ot foros arkdl approvad by

the Mindsizy of Culture and Education.

‘Art. 30,
The Mindstry of Culture and Edusation has the auﬁ*tcamt:y 1:0 expmpmat@
land, constructions and rights in order to execute ccmervatmn n&:ﬂsures
provided for in the Mature Conservation.Act,

Aatie L
When a final decision has. besn reached in acrc*rﬂanw w:L Lh Art. 29,
mnrowiﬁg declarationg of and provisions for pmts'cwtmn the Ministry
of Culture and Fducation will publish: thees in the law and Minig: Lemal
Gazette. They take affect on the day of publlcaj:mn. _Tht'Y'Shmll adso
be posted on the site in so far as the Natuce Conservation Council finds
this practical and nacessary,

At 32,0
The text of an anmouncemsnt declaring the protection of a site or
arvea shall always make reference to the relevent article -of law, - This _
shall also centain 4 desoription of bowndardes ard regulations fop the aped.
A.plan of ‘the area, showing its bourdaries and principal landrarks shall

always be published with the anneuncorent.



,__[(] o

On Barth Removal and the Design oii Construction E%ﬁef;:m.

Art. 33,
In public land all excavation -of earth materials listed under Article.
obelow 18 pronibdted \wi"chc:u“c_ permission fmﬁl'tne Ministry of Culture and
Foucation, after pr*ior congultation with the Mature Conservation Council,

e, 3,

Anyone 18 pernitted to mine g’}:ﬁvel,- sand, rock, scoria and pumice on
Nin estate, provided that Articles 22 to 26 and't}lw_..l\katum. Congarmeation
Aot are observed.

The local autherity concexned may, having smught'"tm opinion of “the*
uLurn vcnmwm mn con*mt’tm s pmh:.b:;t: any mnmg if it ds.of the opinion
that this will clJ,. Tty unusuEl 1f..ndaca1, or mtewar'thy na't:lml phepomenias,

Tha ﬂemswn of the 1(‘r al authority way he appealed to the M:mmtry

£ Cultwe and Lc.luc.c,xt,mn whmu; pagses fanal Judgerr@nt on the matter, havmg

received the og)_:l.mon of the Hature Conservation Council.

A, 35,
Material for vead construction shall be subject te the Road Act.

Art. 36,

If the lardseare has been c‘h aturbied "ti"'mu_gh cons truction works, the
excavation of gmavel *and reck, scopia or by other activities of nEn,
thoga 'w:o have. caused such dis twbmc@ .01_“ the 1&11‘1@9(:&1‘}(«2 shall be mqu:;.md_
0 restore the site. he Nature Conservation Vouncil snell dssve instruotion:
on ‘th&:"c-ondition in which sites shall be lefty and can i.e. get a tire
it within which restoration work éhgi;}.l e c?::mpiete'd.

In axeas subject to planning r‘égﬁlations the -logal authority concerned,
voon The approval of the Stat;: Flamning Auihomty, may pmha.bn the removal
of carth motordale, rook, or other majov ec..vth WOVANgG. o mining, if such
acticn is considered llkcly to cause m.rsmptmn lcadmg to soil emsmn,
¢n to sihstamtial ddffioulties in the mpliarren'ta*tmn.of_ cmm planhing oo
n osipgning plans for the area for later implenentation. In the same way
2 lical Authority can, with the approval of the State Planning Authority,
ekl 4 cendition for the withdeawal of such a decigion thatb the area,
Crnowehidoh gueh mwml:-; gre Teroved, will upon the completion of tYhe

st A onestion: e restored in accodsnce with the requiremints of the

Tooah o methardty ard demaned B reaRcRale guanar b for tiee Felfliment of

P PP, R
1has peudresent
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_ The landewner, or hig lessee, shall 'be_r%aﬁ;xvn'aible for the mmpli&nc.e
with the provisions of this article.

Arft 37.
In case there is danger that a projected construction act.ivify or
earthnoving will cause (1) a substantial ¢hange in landscape, (2) damage
ol noteworthy nawr‘al. fualures , (3) pu}.lutibn of air-'or waler, v (4)
'damge to vepetation, then ii:' is obliga-tow *f:r) seek the opinion of the
Hature Conservation Couneil before stéarting work on the mroiect in question.

At 38.

Mren electric pouer works, factories, highvaye, large bridges or.
other mgjor' construction pmmc:i:s are being desxgnecl, as wgall as md_s _
and overhead lines connected w;,tl_) such developments, th;s_shall always
be done in consultation with the Nature Congérvation Council. The Cruncil
ghall be mfomed aof the pmjmted develop'rent In-its 1n1t:|.al stuge and
prior to- under*taklng costly prepamtory research op taking ‘other action
which affect the final decisions:

Avt. 39
The executive parties 1o & construction project shall be responsible
for seeking the advice of the Nature Conservaticn Council in accordance
with the provisons of Articles 37 and 38,

Art. WD,

In the event that someone.commences a construction projecty, ef.,
Mrticles 37 and 38, without having sought. an opinon; then the Nature
Congervation Coﬁncil;, o oa natuye conservation comiituee, can demard that
the Chief of Policé stor the vwovk in pmgrx-:ss,- shbjec’c to a daily fine,
until an opinion has been passed, prévided always that the Nature Conservation
Caunei), evpadite the matter wiker éximﬁi,daﬁl‘ti-ﬁm' wi_t_héu‘t:;uf}c'lue delay.  The
- Nattoe Consawatmn Council shall notify those in _cihai"ge of the construction
projeat soncorned , By tolegram o registered letter, that ceswation has

heen  demanded.
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On Penaities.

Art. 41.
Violation of the_pnmxisidns of these RegulationS'shall be subject
to fines r*aﬁer*t;ing;; tp the Statée Treasury or"to irprd sonent.
If a party 'cc_‘mceme_d does not, within a specified tire limit,
reed the orders of & local authority, a.'nattm_e ‘cengervation caunittee
o hie Mature Csmwva‘{iio_n'Coun«;:il, the Chief of Police may decide to
_i:@mﬁe upoit nis a dadly Eiﬁe'df;up T 2,000 .- Mrdnue, uhtil_re&rﬁﬂa hag béen

nade.  Sueh fines shall revert to the State Tressury.

1

hateie]
mote

e

Lot Ho. B7/1971 skall entér into force fortiwith,

welations, issued in accordance with the Nature Conservation
1

Tne Mindstry of Culture and Edueation,
Juhﬁ_?igt, 1G7§.

Mapnds Torfi Glafsson.,

BirgirrThorlacis .



