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the Governor on the 7th April 1995 and is hereby publnshcd for sendiul information;—

ACT Noo 6 OF 1995,

An Act to provide for the  regulapion of  coastel  wgquacndrure v the Ntate of
Tamil Nadu and for matters connecteg  thevewith

BE it enacted by the Legistative Assermibly «f the Stete  f Tainl N Bt
Farty-sixth Year o f the Republic of Facin as L ws 0 --

1. (1) This Act may be calle. the Tamil Nadi Aquesultgre {Regulatic v) Act, 165 Shert title,

extent  apoa

cominence-
mernt,
(2} Tt exterds ty the whale . f the State +f Tamil Nad
(3} it shall ¢ »me into furce on s . chdate as the Goverrmeitt may, by n tificaticn,
anpaint and aifferent dates may be appaiated for different areas and fr different
provisizns of this Act.
2. In this Act, unless the context otaerwise requires,— Definitions

(@) “aquacnltore” means culturing in captivity in poncs, pers, eacloscres, or
~therwise, of shrimp, prawns, fish or any uther aagatic life in soline water in saline
s .1, but dces not inct de fresh water aquac: Iture;

(b} “aquiculture it means a c.astal @3 wc HorC unt which une ertakes
aq ac bt re; j

(¢} “craste]l aq ac. lture” mears ag ac I re i coasil sirdtekes of land,
estuarics, oreeks, rivers, rains, canits ar hack waters inBus iond oyt fal actiopg

. (d) “District Coonmittee™ menns o District O mmittee e oostit ted  cnder
section 5;

(A Group) IV 2 Ex. (182)—1 ( 21 )
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of this Act and

{e) “Dircctor’” means the Director of Fisheries, Tamil Nadu;
(1) “Ees-restoration  F..nd” means the Eco-restoraticn Firnd cstablished
under section &;

(g) “Gorvernment” means the State Guovernment; .

() “Insnccting Officer” means any Officer of the Fisherics department nct below
the rank of a1 [1snect -r of Fisheries, as may be auth wrised by the Director to exercise
the powers conferred ~n, and discharge the duties imposed upon, the Inscecting Officer
tnder this Act, for such area as may be snecified by the Director;

() “person™ indl, des any comnany, family, firm. s-ciety or ass-clation of
undividuals, whether incorporated or net;

1) “slace -f neritn=e™  moais any s och plece of histerical, archae. logical or
artistic impartance, which hus beet in existence for norless than one h nured yeurs, 2s
may be preseribed,

3. (1) No person shall, without a liceace granted by the Director and excent in
accordance with the conditions specified in sach licance, establish on or after the date
of commencement of this Act, apy aquaculture unit.

(2} Dvery person wine hes es ablishied oy aquecu i e wnit which s fo existence
rnmediately belore the date of commencement of this Act, shall obtain a licence within
tiiree months frarm the said dat. in accerdance with the provisions of 1h's Act.

(3) Where a person has more than one aquaculture unit, whether nthe same
wown or village or in different towns or villages, he shall obrain a separute licence in
respect of cach such aquaculture vuit,

4. Every application for a licence uader section 3 shaell ke in such form,
centaining such partculars and be accompanied by such fez not exceeding rupees five
hundred as may be prescribed and shall be submitted to the District Committec.

5. (1) For the purposes of this Act, the Government may, by notification with
e‘fect from such  date  as may be specified thereitn,  constitute for  each
district a DiSII’lC'] Committee censisting of the following niembers, namelyi—

: {e) 1he bistrict Collector, who shall bethe Chairman of the District Committee,
ex-olficio] end
d |
{b) suc]'ﬁ cther officials as may be preseribed.

(2) The Assistant Directer of Fishesies or the Chier Execitive Officer, Brackish
Water Fish Farriers. Development Agency, as may be authorised by thie Government
in this beha'f, shofl be the Menber-Sceretary of the Uistiict Comtitice. er-officio.

6. (1) The District Commitice may meet as often a> may be necessary and shall,
subject to the previsions of sub-section (2) observe such rules of precedure in regard

tot. aq;&ction o7 business at its meetings (including the quorum at meetings) as inay be
prescribed, :

R Thg: Clhairman of the Ddstrict Committee, or i kis absence any member
nominated by himin thut behalf, shall preside at a meeting of the District Committee,

7. (_I)_'Thc District Committee shall examine every  application received
vader section 4 and make such enquirics as it considers necessary in ull respects
and forwari the same to the Director with its remarks in such manner and within such
time, as may be preseribad, ’ '

(2} 1he District Conmnittee shall, while exemiring the applications « pder s. b-
section (1), have regard to the following matters, ramely;—

{w; the applicaticn fer grant of licence is in compliance with the provisicns
the riles made therel nder; :

(8) the preposed sitefor agoaculture L nit dees nct fallin the prehibited area,

A€
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-, L Ir,llt'ltm_}g.-f-—gort_hcpp;i)os?ofthts clai se, “prohibited area’ means wet lands

: incliding fmod iversity rich areas like, mangroves and swamps, migratcry bird tou tes
‘and breeding grounds, sanctc aries, national parks and bicsphere reserves designated
?sr&rtotecteld arefa}s1 oT areas 1co*mmitteed to commu nity conservaticn cr predu cticn
crestry, place of heritage or place or wership, greycrdark aress i '

by the Pu blic Works Deparltjmcnt (Grot lii ngiytcr); e Hthemap prepared

{¢} ¢ ltivable lands are not converted for aq: ac: Iti e

(d) aquact ltire unit dees net envisage drawal of grow nd watey for e lture
P IPCSE;

(e} aquacilture »nit shall nct be established, -
{A) in the bifler zere runging from-—

(i) fifty t» one h 'ndred metres wigdth in the case of sea wates basid farnr;
and :

(i) twenty to twenty-five metres width in the case of est: srine water
based farms;

(8) (i} withinone h. ndrad metres frem the on ter &orfer o f x village havirg
a population of less than five hy ndred @

{ii) within three h indred metres from theouter border o f a villege or to.wn,
having a poptlation of mere than five he ndred ;and

(it} withia two kil metres from any plece of heritege.

Explanation.—For the porpese of this clal se—

(#) “buffer zone” means an intermediary zere between  ad: srulture zone
and non-aq-ac: lture zane; : i

(i) “aguaculture zone™ means an area where aquactlture activities are permitted
or taken up uader this Act;

(f) there shull be a gap of not less thrn twerty metres for every five hundred
metres of sea woter based farms and five metres  for every  three hundred metres of
esturine wiier based farms, far the ecess to the sea and to the estuary o1 hrackish
watcr river, a3 the ciase may be; and

(g) such other matters as may be prescribed.

8. (1) Therz shall be established a iund tc be called a Feo-restoration Fund which  Eco-restora-
shall be utilissd  for correcting the imbalances ca'sed to the cnvironmeat by tion Fuad.
aguaculiure units. .

{2) Every aquaculture unit shall deposit a sum ef rupees five thousand per
hectare to the Eco-restoration Fund which shall not bear eny interest.

Tliall

(3) The Eco-restoration Fund shall be operated by ths Director in such maaner
as may bz prescribed.

(4) Appropriate eco-restoration work shall be carried out by the aquaculture
unit concerned to the satisfaction of the Diiector and in svch cases seveaty-five per cent
of the monzy deposited by that aquaculture unit may be refunded by the  Director  after
consulting the District Committee, at the ent! of'such period, as may be prescribed.

(5) Where the eco-restoration work has not been carried out by the aquaculture
unit concarned, the money deposited by such aquaculture unit shall not be
refunded to it aad the eco-restaration work in such cases shail be carried out by the
Director {rom out of the money deposited by such aquacuiture vnit.

A Group) 1V-2 Ex. (182)-1a |
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©. (1) On receipt of an application frem the District Committee with its remarks
the Director, if satisficd, wmay, grent a licence subject to the conditions specified io
sub-section (2), or refuse to grant a licence:

Provided that a licence shall not bz refused unless the applicant has been  given
an opportunity ol making Lis  represemction. :

(2) The following shall be the conditions of every licence issued under sub-
section (D |

i e -

{«) the aquabulture aait shall not be established without  the consent of Central Ac
the Tamil Naduy  Poltion Co:trol Boed constituted under the Water (Prevention and 6 of 1974,
Control of Pollution) Act, (674

(h) the aquuculiure wnit shall deposit & sum of rupess five thousand per
hectare to the Loo-resteration Fupd within suclk time as moy be prescribed ;

(¢) the sguicalrara wnit <hall oot divert the dreinage channals of tha
Public Werks Deportmsat withiout Sy spproval -0t depariment

(@) the aquacwture gait shall design the fay out and construction o
Farms providiog Toe effluest wonilemut!t ponds with o view 1o disclutrge the tnnted
eiflaente s e e ety itk e aipndents preseribed by the Tiunsd Niwdn Pollunion
Cosvral Ranrd -

() the s seclto re nnitshall wd pt stuclis staipa™e aqractitere practices
I lammeny with Gie eosvin ot as may  be prescrived

() the aqrac e re vt sball veo tote the vse o[ chemicals and droes
trosvch woway that they remaie below detecti o lovel at the peoint oF efffvent
disclharce ; and

(g) such ciher concith s as may be preseribed,

© (3} Every licence granted under this sectic n shall he valid for a perivd of
five vears {rom the date of its crant and may be renewed, from time te time,
and the provisiczs of 1his Act shall apply in relatien to a rencwal of a licence  ws
they zpply in relation to the grant of u licence.

N (I3 Without prerudice t any o ther pesalty to wlhich the licensee may be
liable under this Act, the Director may, at any time, by order in writing, cancclor

suspend any licence granted or renev ed under section 9,if—

@y such licence has heen  obtajned by fraud, misrcpresentation - or

supyré:sion of maerial particulars; or y

. (b, thelicensee has contravened any of the provisions of this Act or 1he rules
made thereunder or any of the conditicns subject to which the licence was granted,

(2) Befcre cance[iing or suspending a licence under sub-secticn (1), 1he

- Directer shall givethe licensee, an ‘opportunity ¢f making his representation, .

) 11_. On the expiry of his licence or on receipt of any order suspending or cancelling
it, the licensee shall return the licence to the Dijractor : S o

Provided that the Director may, after such cxpiration or cancellation, give such
rea.st;onablu time as he thinks fit to the licensee to enable him to wind up his aquaculture
unit,

12. - If aliconco granted is lost, destroyed, mutilated or damaged, the Director shall,
oo application and on payment of siuch feo not excesding rupees fifty as may be pres-
cribed, issue a duplicate licence. o I

13. The Director may issue such orders and directions of a general character
as he may consider necessary in respact of any matter relating to the licences to
carry on the business of aquacuiture, to any licensee or liconsees generally and every -

Preensae shall mve oTert o v enders and directions, '
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14, (1) For the purpose of carrying out the provisicns of this Act o the rulcs Power of
made thereunder, the Inspecting Officer may, at all reasonable haurs and with of entry and
without '1531stance — T insprction,

(a) entcr intn aav aquicuiture vnit and inspeet or exa  mp the acoacilture
fand or dts water sorend ares i

(5) order the production of any account book, register, record or other
document relating to such ageaculture nnit and take or czvse to be taken cxtracts

| from, or copies of, such docunient :

l 4

97‘ " (e} askall gecessary questions and examine any person having control of,
or emploved in connection with, such aguaculture unit.

(2) The licensee and all persons employed in connection with the aquaculture
ugit shall afford the Tnspecting Officer =1} reasonahle access aud facilities for such
inspection and examinatior as rmav he required for the purposes aforesaid and shall be
bound te answer all questions te. the nest of their knowledge and belief, to produce
docunients in their possession, and to furnishk such ofher infcrmation tn refation ro
the aguaculture unic as may be required by such officer.

{3) Where the Inspecting Officer, on inspection under sub-section (1} is salisfied
that the licensee has contravencd any of the provisions ot this Act or the rules made
thereunder or any of the conditions subject to which the licence was  granted, tha
In#pectinp Officer shallreport the tact together with relevant particulars to the Director.

(4} Onreceiptof the report under sub-section (3), if the Director is satisfied rhat
the licensee has contravened any of the provisions of this A=t or the rules made there-
under or any of the conditions subject to which the licence was granted, he may make
such order as he thinks it :

Provided that no order nnder this sub-section adversely affecting the licensee
stall be made unless the licensec has had a reasonable opportunity of mamng bis
reprCSEntanon

15. (1) Any person aggrieved by-— ' Appeal.

{a) anorder of the Director refusingto grant or renew a licence of canceling
or suspending a licence under this Act ; or

(b')' ‘an order of the Director uudef sub—section (4) ot section 14,

may, in suck form, in such manner and within such period, as may be prcscnoed.’
appeal to the Government :

I’rowded ‘that the Govcmment may entertain an sopeal after the expiry of the
prescribed period, if they are satisfied that the appellant was prevented by suﬂimcm .
cause” from filing the appeal in time. _ e

(2),. On receipt-of an appeal under sub section (1), the Government shall, a.{'te: i b wd
giving the appellant an opportumty of be:;ng heard, pass such order on the appcal as ..

by
they think fit.

o . . . R Rt

16. (1) Any pemson aggrieved by an order of the Government under section 15 Revision
may, }mthm“a[pe of sixty,, days trom the date on which a copy of the, order was Hrg_'hiL MAB-&D
-communicat him, ﬁle an appllcatlcn or revision of such order to the, ngﬁ Coﬂ'rt S amaﬁo
I\I‘i gt ot T et N |t 'T i -I"\" \f}'ﬂ ) N
Provided that the ngh Court may mthm a further per:od of thu'ty days entertain '..:._': S
-an application made after the said period of sixty days, if it is satisfied that the petitioner
had[sp.fﬁqqnt, capse j‘og,not ;pakmg the. app}:catmn wnhm the seid pericd of sixty days 16 fioi mb&ﬂ}r

r‘l

Jad ety vt o Dok SRR cuontndy e gintte st [seidttnd
(2) The application shall be in such form venﬁed in such manner and oo
accompanied by such foe, as may be pres-cnbcd
A Ty vhbyng opiedorib o hoswadieg glolomar ot ok [ S qans&qml
Bi 20 AL ey otil] *iﬁohn@t‘ﬁerhpphé tféh ‘fbr chmon the H1gh Court ma_y dé‘n’ﬁﬁﬁ’ 319 133800

Tt ;mn.u 1.540{; o of

~gancel or vary such order : s

1
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F-ovided that no order prejudicial to any party shall be passed unless such
party has boen given an opportunity of being heard.

(v Every order passed under his section shall be final.

Jffences by 17.° (1) If the person committing an  offence under this Act is & company,
compante:, every person who at the time the offence was committed, was in charge of, and was
respunsible to, the compiny for the conduet of the business of the company, as well as
the company, shull be deemed to be guilty of the offence und shall be liable 1o be procecded

against and punished accordingly :

Provided that nothing contained in this subs=section shall render any such person
liable to any punishment if he proves that the offence was committed witheut his
knowledge or that he exercised ali due diligence to prevent the ccmmissicn of such

offence.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub section (1) where any cffence
uader this Act has been committed by a company and it is proved that the offence-
has been committed with the consent or connivance of, or is aitributable to eny negiect
on the part of, any director, manager, sccretary or other cfficer of the campeny, such
director, manager, secretary cr other cfficer shall alco be deemed to be guilly cf that

i . offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly.

Exp?anarfon.~ For the purpose of this section,—

(z) * company” means any body corporate ard includes a  firm. society
or other association of individuals ; and

() Director ™ in relation {0—.
() a firm means a partner in the firm ;

(i) a socicty or other association of individuals, means the person who 1
entrusted, under the rules of the society or other association, with tha management of the
affairs of 1he society or other association, as the case mav be.

‘enalties. i8. (1) If any person contravenes, or attempts to contravene, or knowingly
abets the contravention of, any of the provisions of this Act or any rule or order made
thereunder, he shall be punishable with fine which may extend to twenty thousand
rupees &t:d in the case of a continuing contravention with a further fine which may
extend o one thousand rupecs for each day during which such contravention is
continu‘d after conviction thcreafter.

_ (2} If any person wilfully obstructs any authority or officer, from
entering any aquaculture unit in the exercise of any power conferred on it
or him by or under this Act, he shall be punishable wit> fine which may
extend 10 one thousand rupees.

Bar of jurisdic- 19. Except as otherwise provided in this Act, no civil court shall have jurisdic-
tion of civil tion to decide or deal with any question which is by or under this Act required to
courts. be decided or dealt with by any authonty or officer of the Government.

Cognizance of 20. No court shall take cognizance of any offence punishable under this  Act
oftence. ¢xcept on a report in writing of the fact censtituting such offence made by an autho-

rity or officer auihorised by the Government in this behalf,

Jurisdiction of 21. No court inferior to that of a Mectropolitan Magistrate or a Judicidl
criminal Magistrate of the first class shall try any offence punishable under this Act.
court.

Inspecting 22. Every authority and every officer duly authorised 1o discharge any duty Central Act
Officer, etc., imposed on it or him by or under this Act, shall be deemed to be a public servant XLY of 1860
to be public within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code. '
servants.

>3

i
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23. (1) No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against any Indemnity.
authority or officer or servant of the Government for anything which is in good faith

done or intended to be done in pursuance of this Act or any rule or order made
thereunder. :

{2) No suit or other legal proceeding shall lic against the Government for,
any damage caused or likely to be caused by virtue of the provisions of this Act or
by anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done jn pursuance of this
Act or any rule or order made thereunder.

34: The provisions of this Act shall have effect nctwithstanding anything irl_-. Act ko ¢ ver-
¢onsistent therewith contained in any cther law for the time baing in foree ¢r inary  ride other
¢ stom, usage or contract. faws.

25. (1) The Directer may, by order notified in the Tamil Nadu Governinern: Delegation of
G_aze’tte’, auth :rise any authority or officer to exercise any of the powers vested  in powers ¢f
him by or 1 nder this Act and may, in like manner, withdraw sgch: authe rity. Directer.

 (2) (a) The exercise of any power delegated vnder sub-scetizn (1) shell be
subject to 5 ch restrictiors and conditions as may be specified ins' cherder.

(b} The Director shall alsy have the pawer to contrcl and revise the acts

-or proceedings of any putherity «r « ficer 8o empowered.

26. (1) The Government may make rulesto carry out the purpeses of this Act. Powerto
make rules,
(2) In particular and withov t prej cice to the generality of the feregeing
power, 8 .chrles may previce Gr all cr any of the f 1L wirg metters, ramely —

(a) the f.rm f and the manner «f making an applicaticn fcr a  licence,
the fees for such licence and renewal there: f, the c:nditicrss.bject to  which, and
the fornt in which a licence may be granted and the pericd for which a licence may
be renewed ,under section 9 ; -

(b} the fee pavable in respect cf a duplicate licence under Section 12 ;

(¢} the form and manner in which, and the pericd within whizh, an
appeal may be made under section 15 and the prccedure to be followed by the

Lovernment in dispesing of the afpeal ; -

{d)} the form and manner ol verification, of the application and the fee
-which shall accompany the application, fcr revision under section 16

fe) any other matter which isto be, or may be, provided fer, by 1L les
under this Act.

(3) (a) All rules made under this Act shall be published in the Tamil Nad_u
Government Gazegre, and wnless, they are eXpressed tu come into fprcc o 8 parti-
c: lar day, shall come into furce on the day on which they are ss published,

(5} Al netifications 183 ¢d vader this Act shall, ¢nless they are C:‘%EIESSCG
to come into force on a particular day, come into feree on the day on whica they
are published. .

(4) Every rcle made or notification iss_ ed under this Act shail, as scen as
nssible after it is made oriss.ed be placed on the tuble of the Legislative Assembly
atd if, before the expiry of the session in which it is s> placed ¢r he next  sossion,
the Assembly makes any modification in anys ch role or notification or the  Assembly
decizles that the rile or notification shovld not be made ariss. ed, therile ¢r netifi-
cation shall thereafter have effect orly in's ch medifled furm er be f no effect,  as
‘the case may be, so, however, that anys.ch modification or anni Iment shall be
withon t prej .dice to the velidity of anything previoy sly deve under thatrole or notifi-
-cation.

\By order of the Governor.)

M. MU NIRAMAN,
Secratary to Governmeat, Law Departmient.
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