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'THE ANDHRA PRADESH ‘GROUND WATER (REGULA-

TION FOR DRINKING WATER PURPOSES) ACT, -

L996.
ACT Yo. 7 OF 1996.

. [7th Febrﬁary, 1996]

AN ACT TO REGULAIF THE EXPLOITATION OF

GROUND WATER FOR THE . PROTECTION OF
PUBLIC DRINKING WATER SOURCES AND
MATTERS CONNECTED *  THEREWITH OR
INCIDENTAL "HERETO, -

Be' it enacted By. the Legislative

.Assembly of the State of Lndhra Pradesh in

the Forty-seventh Yedr of the Republic of,
1ndid a3 f0110W8°- ’

1, (1) Ihis Act may be cailad the
Andtira - Pradesh- Ground Water. - (Regulation

For Drinking Water Purposes) Ack, 1996.

- -

*Received the assent of the Governor on the Etr

,February, 1996, For Statemant of objectsandReasnns.
' Pliease see Andhra Pradesh Gazette, -Part T¥- -A, Extra-

ordinary, dated the 4th . May, 1995 at Page  15.
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(2} It extends %o .the whole of “he
State cf ‘Andhra Pradesh..

(3) it shall come into force on such
[date znd in stich local area of the State
as the State Government  may, by notifica-
tion. appoint, and different dates may
be appo:}nted :Eor different local areas.

hﬂ:ﬂﬁm 2,7 .In . thls Act, unless the
o context othierwise requires,

- 1} “anprapnate Authonty means’
the pPistrict Collector and includes .any
off:.cer not below the. rank of a Mandal
Revenue - Cificer, ds the S$tate Government
may by mnotification . ir the CEficial
Gazette, appoint for the purposes of
this Ret and. different officers may be
- appointed Ior d.,.fferent local #reas of
the pi‘dt(‘ :

(2; *grinking wates purposes” means
consumption or use of watar by hunan
population for Jdziakiog and for otner
Tgomesitic purpneas, and inclades consuwd-
tion of watel It i ruch relevont
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tae local area regardless of the geclogi-
cal structure in ‘which it is stat;onary
or movzng and lncludes all grovnd water
reservoirss: -

(3) "notlflcatioqumeans, a notifica-
tion published in “the .Andhra Pradesh
*Gazette and the word "notlfled“ 5ha11 be

_construed accordingly;

(6) . uover : ‘exploited’ wateérshed™ means
a watershLd ‘where . the: éstimated aanual
ground ~ water extraction &8 more than
eighty five .per cent-of - the estimated
average anrual  ground ‘water recharge,
calculated in. the prescribed menner, and
declared ds Such‘under-Section 8 ;

(?) “pLesvrlde“ maans prescrzbed
yby ru1e= maae under thisg- Act, o

{8} “publlc .ernklng water ‘sounrce”
means & well, from which the Sovazumani
or a local authority or guc“_ _othav
authority as the Government way by netifica-
tion’ spdeify, provides water o Fhe
puplic and ivnludes such welh o1 ary
other dvinkiog watery sounroced ‘as
notified by vl Rppruprictn Aubh

Sy nen’
2 oulitic

AT TR R

{5, "publ]
means £he stin N
drl‘flng water sQurge. Ax
Ang  pipelins sFrocafae cenr
FOLE, cistern, nacd famp. o X
all othar wmuterizis CQJqdthJ
througn  which  water 13 subpl
drinking wahter oudpouoe;

110} *=ick® with 211 its gramaai ical
‘yariations s and coynate exprestives  in
relation ko 3 well includes any duiiliad,
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horing, or digging of - a new well or

deepening carried out.to an existing
well; : .

(11) “technical -officer®” means a
Geologist in the office of the State
Ground Water Department not” below the.

rank of an Assistant Bydro-
geolegis
Assistant Geo-phys;c;st or equlvalenéi o

{12) “water ’ scarc1ty ‘area” means an’
area declared as such by the hpproprlate
Authority under sectiom 4;

{13) "watershed" means _an area
confined within the topographlc water

‘'divide line, as identified and notified

by the Ground Water Department from time
to time having ‘regard@ to the purposes
of this Ack;- ” :

(14) #"yell®™ means a well ‘sunk for
the séarch for an extraction of ground
water and includes a dug well, .bore well
dug-cum=-hore well, tube well and filter
point. ) - )

cmwzit-n

PROTECTIOW MERSURES FOR PUBLIC DRINKING
WATER SOURCES

3. (1) NotwltustaNdlng anything con-

“tained in any law for the time being. in

force and having regard to the interests
of thke general publ;c to have the supply
of requisite guantity of water for drink-
ing purposes from +he public drinking
water source., NO perscn subject to sub-
section (2) shall sink any.welk for any
purpose in thé “vicinity of a "public
drinking water source within a distance
of two hundred metres if it is a source
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with Hand Pump or Open well, and within
a distance of two hundred and fifty
metres if the source is used with a
power Driven Pump. .

Explanation:~ For the purposes of
this section and section 5, the word
'person' dpes not include Government_or
any other authority under statute.

(2) Any person, who intends to sink a -
well for purposes of irrigation oxr drink~
ing or for any other purposes within .a
distance of two bundred metres or as the -
¢ase may be five hundred metres of a
.bublic drinking water Source shall apply
for pemission to the appropriate autho-:
rity in such mannér and on payment of
such fee as may be prescribed.

(3) The' appropriate authority on.
receipt of an -application under sub-
section (2) may, on the advice of . the
Technical Officer, for reasons to be
recorded in writing, grant permission
for the. sinking ‘of a well for-irrigation
or drinking water purpose, if he is
satisfied that 'such sinking shall nof
adversely affect the public,  .drinking
vwater source. or refuse to grant:. per-
mission if -such 'sinking: affects’ such
source adversely: - B

Provided. that if .-the _appropriate
authority fails to infofm the applicant
Of his decision within ninety days from
the date of receipi of ,the application
- the permission applied for, shall be
deemed to have .beén granted but such
Permission: sball always be subject. to
such conditions asg may be brescribed.

(4) Every permission granted under
. sub-section (3J.shall be Subject to the
condition that the appropriate authority

¢ . J. 156073
Y .

b,
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may for the reasons to Be racor 3% in

writing, by order, prohibiti, msst-ict or
regulate from time to time the extwaction
’:!'F' ‘:i’ate"' 'f.,..cm such well. il in " his
opinion 't is necessary, to do so in the
public * interest -and "alsc such. other
conditiocis and restrict101s as nay .be
nrescrlbﬂi.

, 4. (1) If, at any time during the
course of monsoon or thereafter, the
appropriate authority on the advice of
the Technical Officer having regard to
the guantum and pattern of rainfall and

"any other relesvant factor, is of the

view ' that the public drinking water

sources in any area of the district are
likely to be affected adversely, he may,
by order, declare such arca to be water
scarcity arez fovr such period as may be
specified ir the order hut not exceeding
one year at a time. Tue Techniwal Qfiicer
shall: also verify the rainfall 4data and
shaxl  observe regular water level
fluctuations of the area.

{2} The approgriate authority may,
during the water Sﬁdrcity pericd as
declared under sub-section (1}, by coder
regulate the extractvion of "wdter from
any well in ct:h area by restricting cox
prohibiting .extraction for any
purpose Uuhel uhan for drinking watex
purpohe,;.ﬁber; such well 1is within a.
distancé of oné kilometre of tl.e public
drlnklnsfwater sou-ce. :

. Provided tnat, for the purpose of
such  rediilation under this seciion,--~

{a); the = X &ry w1tn1n one kzlometre
from the. pukili o dr;nklng water -source
shall be dividéd into zones as iray be
advised -by. thé Technical Officer and the
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priorities - reférred to_ clatseés (b}
and (¢) Fhall " be taksn inkg considera-
tion for fixing the priorities;
L f

{b} the well, not beirng the well
from which water is used for the stand-
ing irrigated. crops, which is nearer the
public .drinking water source shali he
considered as the first priority; L

{c) the well, water rvem which is
being used for the  standiny irrizaced .
.Crop shall, as far as prac:icahis may
be, taken last in +the priority.

(3} The order imposinz i :h restrice
tion or prohibitioa under +ui- sextiox 2)
sball be served or cauzad tr be eur -ad
personally by deliverive or ;
the samz to the owner «Ff £he w:11 atleas
Lifteen days before ‘.2 commioncement o
the orders of restrigiion or. svonibivg |

a5 the ecase ray be: p
© Provided “hat wherz the orner car rad,
Le found, an weatie ‘oo i Px

r l\*:,."

notine may ha s on any ad 2
£ the taaily. Ia the case ¢f ar Drd
Tecting -ths corseration or & #° L
shall oo served in the manvsn Zor the

service of 2 suwamuons in rule » o Onde:

IRIX mr rudw 3 oof Crder XXX .ot e csee Zatrad, At %
¥ he in ihp Zirst Schedule to wnv. Code af FERER -
of Civi: Pros:dure, 1908, b

5 "{l) The appropriazte authorit y may, variaration o
-

n wnz afvice of the Technical OIliceX, wstershed ag
eclaxe a watershed as over. 2y loited gver exploita-
vatays )

hed . . tien.

_{2}____No_pwithstanding anything cantai~
ned in any law for the time being in fozce
and "having Tegard to the prime nwed of
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"water for drinking water purposes yoi ithe,
human beings and in the interests of the
general public to have the supply of
requisite guantity of water for drinking
water purposes from the public drinking.
water source -in the over exploited water
shed,” no person shall, without the
permission of the appropriate authority.
sink well within the area of an over
_exploited watershed.

(3) 2n application for permission
ander sub-section (2) shall be made -to
the appropriate authority in such form
and accompanied by such £fee as may be
prescribed.

_(4) Every permission .granted under
this section shall be zubject to,--

{a) the condition that the appropriate
avthority may for +the reasons to be
recorded in writing by order - prohibit,
restrict or regulate the extraction of
water from such. well for such period as
may be specified in such order, if in
his opinion it is necessary to do so in
the public interest;

(b} such - other conditions and
restrictions as may be prescribed.

Prohibition 6 (1) The appropriate authority may,

of exploita— sp the advice of the Technical 0Eficer, -

“tion of water.that any existing well in the area of
over exploited watershed is found {o be
adversely affecting any public drirking
water source, and notwithstanding any-
thing contained in any law for the time
being in force and also having ¥egari to
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the quantum, and pattern of rainfall and
any other relevant factor after giving
the owner -a reasonable opportunity of

‘being heard by an order, prohibit tke

extraction of water. from _such well
during the period as specified by the

" Collector based .on the advice -of the

Technical Officer from the 1st February
to 31lst July in an year, .

. {2) Notwithstanding anything contai~
ned in any law' for the time being in
force and - in othér provisions of this
Act, the appropriate authority, on the
advice of the Technical Officer that any
existing well in the "area of an over
exploited watershed ‘is found to be
adversely affecting any -public drinking
water source and if such ‘source “cannot
be adequately protected by action under
sub-section (1) -may after giving the
owner of such watershed- & reasonable
opportunity of being heard, by an _order

.require him to stop the extraction-'of

water from and close or seal off, such
well forthwith either tempérarily or

' .permanently, having regard to the extent

to which it is adversely affecting.

(3) Whenever it is neéeSsér§ to make
an inquiry or examination in connection
with the protecticn of a public drinking
water source or with the maintenance of
a public water supply system, the
appropriate authority . or any officer
duly authorised by ‘him in this behalf may
after giving pssior notice to the owner
or occupier of any land,j— _

) (a)- enter 'pon such land as he ‘may
think necessary for the said purpose;

(b)underta:e surveys or take levels
thg;eon; )
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(€) conduct pumping tests and geo-
physical surveys: ‘

{(d) conduct well legging on the
e
e) install and maintain water
levels reccrder and: water guages on the

—~ e

will; '

{£) do 2ll such other things as may
?a rnecessary for the prosecution of such
“iguiry and examination,

{4} Hotwithstanding anything
contained in sub-sections (1), (2) and
{3}, the appropriate authority may, on.
the advice of the Technical Officer, in
any Urhan area issue an crder; -

{i) preohibiting extraction of
witer for sale from an over exploited
water source/acquifier dépleting . the

-public or private water sources - aad
tffecting supply of water for domestic
usage, or; ‘

{iil) restricting the drawal of
iround  water " within - the ' premises of
iulti-stereyed buildings for domestic
UBECE . ’ ’

- zre, dds— 7 (1) wWherever it ‘appears +o _ the
waion ate, @PPTOpriate anthority that any well has
been sunk or is belng sunk in contraven-
tion of the .provisions of this Act or
vater nas been extracted or is being
¢xtracted in contraventicin of section 6,
the appropriate authority orx any officer
duly authorised Lydim in this behalf may
enter upon that land, remove obstruction,
if any. close the. pumping of the water,
disconnect power’ supbly, seize any
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gaterial or equipmént used in connectidn
with such extraction of water -and take,
any such action,. as may be required. to

stop such action, and wmay -by oxder

require the owner or -the person in

possession of the well to close ox seal -
off the well at his expenses and in such

manner as the appropriate authority may

specify in such gprder and such owner or

person shall comply with such ozder,

. (2] Where such owner or person fails
to comply with: any order made undexr sub-
section (1), the appropriate authority
may after giving such owner or person
due notice in that behalf enter upon the
land and close or seal off the well and
the cost incurred therefor shall . be
recoverable from such owner or person as
an arrear of land revenue, .

8. Where an order of permanently 2ayeeat of
closing down or sealing off the well, coZpeRsSad~
which is giving substantial yield@ and %ioa.
which is really usefvl for irrigating
any land or for an industrial ‘use, is
made under ssction 6§, the Collector may
on making such enguiry and requiring the
owner to produce such evidence a&s he may
deem necessary, make an order for -
‘payment. of comzensation which shall not

be less ithan the market wvalue of the

well . including  other expenditure
incurred 1like energisation thereon and
structure thereon and the provisions of _

the Land Acguisition 2act, 1894 with Central Acr
regard to the determination of compensa-4of 1894.
tion for the well situated in a land
acquired, shall apply.- in determining the .
market. wvalue of the' well under this
section: .
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rrovided that, where an order under
- section 6 relates to temporarily closing
-down or sealing off a well, water from
which is used for the irrigated crops
standing at the time of making such an
order, the compensation for such crops
shall- alse be payable under this
section:

Provided further that, ' Where by
virtue of an order made under section. .6
any well which is permanently closed or

> sealed off is, for any reason whatsoever,
allowed to be opened for extracting
water therefrom any subsequent order
made for permanently closing  down or
sealing of such well again shall -not

entitlie the owner =~ thereof to claim
compensation for such well. _ :
Bar to clain 9. " Subject to the provisions of

compensation. section 8, no person shall - be entitled

to claim any damages or compensation
from the Government for any loss sustained
.by him as a result of any order passed
under - sub-section {(3) -of section 3 or
under - section 6 or- section 7 -or by
virtue of any actzon taken under thls
Act.

CHAPTER~IXI
- ' MISCELLANEOUS

Appeals. - {1} Any person aggrleved by any -
order made by the appropriate authority
ander-any of the provisions of the Act
may, within a period of thirty days from
the date of receipt of the order by him,
appeal to the Collector, if the order is.
nade by any officer other than the
Collector and the Commissioner of Land
Revenue if the order is made by the
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Collector. pn receipt of such appeal;
the appellate authority shall after
giving, a reasonable epportunity to the
appellant of being heard .and permitted .
to lead evidence pass such order as he
may think fit. Every order made by the
appellate authority in such appeal shall
be - final and shall not be called in
question in any court. .
Explanation: For the purpose of “this
sub-section the gxpression “person
aggrieved" includes  a local authority
the Panchayat Raj Engineering Department/
State Ground wWater Department and any
other agency or authority, entrusted with
the resporsibility of supplying drinking
water. o, “ : )
{2) Before giving any decision inm
such appeal, +the appellate authority
. shall ohtain the opinion of the geologist
of Panchayat Raj Department or Regional
Officer of " the State Ground water
Department and shall take the same also
into consideration. . .

(3) The Ceologist or Regiémal Officef,
State . Ground Water Department shali
forwardg his opinion . to the appellate

1

(4) save as otherwise ‘provided in
Sub-section (1), every order made and.
every direction issuegd ander this act
shall be final and shalil not be called
in question in-any court.,

11 (1) No suit, prosecution or other Protection of
legaq. Proceedings shall lie against any action taken in
Public servant or person appointed or good fatth. '

, R
1
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authorised under this Act 1n respec* "of
any thing which is in good faith done or
intended to be done under this Act or in
pursuance of any order made or directicn

issued under this Act.,

"{2) No suit, or other legal proceed~
ings shall lie against the State
Government or any officer of the State
Government for any damage caused or
likely to be caused by anything which is
in good faith done or intended to be
done under this Act or in pursuance of
any order made or direction issued under
this Act.

12. (1) whoever contravenesany-of the
provisions of tiiis Act or c¢bstructs any
person in the "discharge of his duties
under this Act ‘or contravenes any order
or violates any rule made under this Act
shall, on conviction, be punished with
imprisonment which shall not ke 3less
than one month but may extend to six
months with fine which shall not be less
than-one thousand rupees but may extend
to five thousdnd rupees or with bhoth.

{2) ~ whoever, _ without  proper

auvthority, damages. alters or obstructs

any part of a public water supply system
shall on conviction be punisheld with

.. imprisonment, which shall not be less

.than  two moinths- but may extend t¢ ona

year or with fine which shall npot be
less than two thousand rupees but may

 “extend to flve thousand xupees or with

both.
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{3} In _ the case of a cortinuing
offence, the offenders shall be punished
with an additional fine which may extend
toe rupees one hundred for. every day
during which sueh  offecoce ¢ontinues
after the conviction. :

13, {1} Subject to the rules, if any .
made in this  behalf every notice or
crder iscsued under this Act may be served
either by tendering or delivering a copy
thereof 0¥ by post to ths person on whom
it is sexved either by tendering or
delivering 2 copy thereof or by post to
the werson on whom it is tob€ gerved oz
his authorised agent oxr if services in
the . meaner-aioresaid canrot be made by
aflfizxing .a copy *thereof at »nisz last
kueown pldPE or residence Or an such
pirace of public resor:i in the village in

which %he land or well to which the

‘notice or order relates is situated.

. (2) HNa such notice shall be deemed
woid om account of any error in the name
or designation of any person in the
descriprion of any land or well;
referred o therein unless such error
bas pzoduced ‘sustantial- 1njusu1ce.

l4. The provisicns of this Act shall
have effectT notw1+hftand&ng anything o
the- contrary contained in any other law
for the time being in force.’

Service of
nocice. °

Ceeryiding’
effect.

:

15 (1) The Government may, by notifi- Power o
cation make rules for carrylng ovt all make mﬂes.

or any of the purposes of this act.
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1

(2) Every rule made under this Act-
shall immediately after it is made, be
1aid before the Legislative Assembly of
the State if it is in session and if it
is not in session, in the session immedia-
tely following for a “total pericd of
fourteen days which may be, comprised in
one session or .in two successive
cessions, afid if before ‘the expiration
of the session in which it is so laid or
the session immediately following; the
Legislative Assembly agrees in making
any modification in the rule or in the -
annulment of the rule, the rule shall,
- from the date on which the modification
or -annulment -is notified, have effect
only in such modified £form oXr shall
stand annulled, as the ‘case may be, so
however that any such modification or
.annulment shall be without prejudice to
the validity of anything previously done
under -that rule. . : ’

_ G. BHAVANI PRASAD,
Secretary to Government,
Leyislative Affairs,
Law Department.





