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The Goa, Daman and Diu Marine Fishing
Regulalion Act, 1989

(Act Nb. 3 of 1981)

AN
ACY

to p:ovide for the regulation of fishing by fishing
vessels in the sea wlong the coastline of the Umon
territory of Goa, Daman and Dm

“"Be it enacted by the chtslatwe Assembly of Goa,
Daman and Diu in the Thirty-first Year of the Re-
public of India as follows: —

CHAPTER 1
Preliminary

1. Short \tz'tlc extent and commencenient. — (1)
This Act may be called the Goa, Daman aud Dm
Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1980.

“{2Y 1L extends Lo the whole 0[ the Umon territory
of Goa, Daman’ and Diu. ; . -

{(3) It-shall come into force on such daile as the
Governmenl may - By nolificalion in fthe Official
Gazette, hppoint. : ,

2. Definitions. —In this’ Act, unless t‘hc.(;o‘ntexf;
otherwise 1equ11es ) . ‘

o (a) ad]ltdlclttmg Officor"” - means n “p(‘('iml
: Iizdlcml Magistrate appointed under the provisions
Jof the Codc of Criminal Procedure, 1973 {Central
“Act 2- gf 1974) ‘for the purposes of this Act;

(h) “Appellate Board” means an Appellate
Board constituted under seection 22; - -

1

{e) “authorvised officer’ means asneh officer as
the Government may by notilication in the Official
Gazelle authorise in respect ‘ol the ematter to,
which refrrence Is made in the ]novtsmn nf this
Aecl in awhichh the expression ocours

(d} "Kishing  vessel” moans s :alaip or hoal,
whether or not fitted with mechanical means of



propulsion, which is engaged in sea fishing and
includes —
(i) a catamaran,
(i1} a country craft and
(iil) a canoe
engaged in sea fishing;

(e} "Government” means the Government of
Goa, Daman and Diun;

(f) “port” means the space within such limits
as may from time to time be defined by the Go-
vernment by notification in the Off:cml Gazette,
for the purpose of this Act;

{g) ‘registered fishing vessel” means

(i).a fishing vessel registered
under section 11 of the Marine  Central ’
Products Export Development Act

Authoerity Act, 1972 or; " 13 of 1972.
(ii} a fishing wvessel registered under sec-
tion 12;

(h) *specified area” means such area in the
sea along the entire coastline of the Union terri-
tory, or such portion of it, but not beyond the
territorinl walers, as may be specilied by the
Government by notification in the Official Gazelle;

(i) “Union territory"” means the Union territory
of Goa, Daman and Diu and includes the territorial
walers elong the enlire coastline of the Union

terr 1tory

3. Authoﬁsation of officers for the purpose of
any provisions of this Act. — The Government may
by notification in the Official Gazette, authorise —

(a) any officer of the Government not being an
officer helow the rank of a Gazetled Officer; or

(b) any Officer of the Central Government, not
being any officer below the rank of a Ga?etted
Offmm or & Commissioned Officer in the armed
forces of the Union, with the eonsent of that Go-
vernment, to exercise Lthe powers conferred on and
“discharge the dulies imposed upon any such
authorised officer under this Act in such area as
may be speeified in the nolilication,



CITAYTIR I
Ragulnlion of Fishing

4. Power lo regulale restrict or prohibit certain
malters within specified arew. — (1) The Govern-
ment may, having regard to the matters referred to
in sub-seclion (2) by an ovder netified in the Offi-
cial Gazetie, regulate, restrict or prohibit —

{a) the fishing in any specified area by such
class or classes of fishing vessels as may be
prescribed; or

(b) the number of fishing vessels which may
be used for fishing in any specified area; or

(c) the catching in any specified area of such
species of fish and for such period as may he
specified in the notification; or

{d} the use of such fishing gear in any sueei-
fied arca as may be prescribed; or

. {e} the fishing in any specified area during
such period of day or night as may be prescribed.

(2) In making zu'1 order under sub-scetion (1) the
Government shall have regard to the following mat-
ters, namely: — - ' -

{a) the need to protect the interest of differeut
scetions of persons engaged in fishing, particularly
those engaged in fishing using traditional fishing
erafiz such as catamaran, country craft or a canoe;

{b) the need to conserve fish and to regulate
fishing on a scientific basis; :

(c) the need to maintain law and order in the
sea; '

(d) any other matter that may be prescribed.

5. Prohibition of wse of fishing vessels in gontru-
vention lo the Regulations made wunder scction k. -~
No owner or -master of a fishing vessel shall use, or
cause or allow to be used, such fishing vesgels [or
fishing in any manner which confravenes an order
made under section 4:

Provided that nothing in such order shall be cons-
trued as preventing the passage of any _fxshmg ves-



ael from, or to, the ahore, through any specified
aren for e pnrpose of Fiehings lnooneh olher neen
or for nny olhor purponse:

Provided further that the passing ol such fishing
vessel Lhrough any specified arca shall net in any
manner cause any damage Lo any {ishing nets or
tackles belonging lo any person who is cng'lrfcd in
fishing in the specified water arca by using any
traditional fishing craft such as catamaran, coun-
try craft, or canoe.

G. Licensing of [ishing vessels. — (1) The owner
of a fishing vessel may make an application to the
authorised officer for the grant of a licence for using
such fishing vessel for fishing in any speexfled,axm

(2} Every application under sub-section (1} shall
be in such form, containing sueh particulars, and
bhe accompanied by such fees, as may be prescribed.

{3) The authorigsed officer after making such
enepuiry an he deema fi6 and having regnred to the
muatters referved Lo in sub-seelion (4}, eithor graat
or refuse to grant, to the owner of fishing vessel,
a Heence for using such fishing vessel for fishing
tn the specified area or speeified arcas mentioned
in such lmnncr'

(4 In granting or refusing such licence under
sub-section (3) the authorised officer shall hawe
- regard to the following namely: —

{a) Whether the fishing vessel is a regiglered
fishing vessel;

(h) The condition of the fishing wvesscl inclu-
ding the accessories and fishing gear with which
it is fitted;

{c} any order thal may be made under
section 4; -

{d) any other malter that may be prescribed.

(5) A licence granted under this section shall
he in asneh form ard sabjeel o oaeh conditions,
incluting conditions as to paymaent of anch fens and
furmishing such security for due pummmucc of
the conditions; as may he preseribed:



Provided that different fees and different amounts
by way of sceurity may be prescribed in respect of
licences {or different classes of {ishing vesscls,

{6) A Heence granted under this section shall be
valid for the period specified therein or for such
extended pcrlods as the authorised offmm may Lhmk
fit to allow in any case.

-

(. Power o reyulile the mesh size of fishing
. nels. — The Governmenl may having regard to the

nature and mode of fishing and the need to conserve
fish and to regulate fishing on a scientific basis hy
an order notified in the Official Gazette regulate
or restrict the size of mesh of a fishing nef.

8. Licencing of I"’zshmg nets, — (1) The owner of

a fishing net may make an application to the autho-
uyed officer for g1an’c of Iicence for usmg a fighing-
nat, - : e :

{2) Such application shall be in such form con- -
taining such particulavs and be accompanied by such
fers as may be . prescribed. .- .

(3) A licence granted under thig section shall be
in such form and subject to such conditions as to
pavment of such fees and furnishing of such secu-
rily for due performance of the conditions as may
be preseribed. .

Provided that different fees and different amount
by way of sccurity may be presecribed in respect of
licences for different classes of fishing nets, . -

(4) A Jicence granted under this seetion shall be
valld for the period apecified therein-or for such
extended periods ns-the authorized officer may
think fit to allow in any case. S

9. Prohibition of fishing using fishing vessels
which wre not leenced. — No person shall, after
the commencement of this Act, carry on fishing in
any specified area using a fishing vessel wiuch ig not
licenced under section 6:

Provided that nothing in thiz section shall upply
to any fishing vessel, which was being used imme-
diately before thc commencement of this Act, for



auch period as may be specificd by the Government
by nolifieation in the Officinl Cazoette.

10. Uontrol on manufucture, sule or use of fishing
nets. — No person sheall after the commencement of
this Act manufacture or use for fishing any net in
contravention of any order passed under section 7
" or without obtaining any licence as required under
section 8.

11. Cancellation, suspension and amendment of
licences. — (1) If the authorised officer is satisfied
eitheyr on a reference made to him in this behalf or
otherwise, that — o -

“(a} a licence granted under section 6 or sec-
tion 8 has heen obtained by misrepresentation as
to an essential fact or |- )

(b) the holder of the licence has, without
" reasoniable cause, failed to comply with the
conditions subject to which the licence hasg been
‘granted or has contravened any of the provisions
.of this Act or any order or rule made thercunder,
then, without prejudice to-any other penalty to
which the holder of the licence may be liable under
this Act, the authorised officer may, after giving:
the holder of the licence a reasonable opporiunity
of showing cause, ecan cancel or suspend the
licence or forfeit the whole or any part of the
security, if any, furnished for the due performance
of the conditions subject to wlnch the licence has
been granted.

(2) Subject to any rules that may be made in thig
behalf, the authorised officer may also vary or
amend ‘a licence granted under section 6 or sec-

_tion 8._

12. Registration of vessels. — (1) The
owner of every vessel used or intended
to be used for the purposes of fishing
~and _-kept ‘on the Union territory shall
register 'such vessel under this Act
irrespective of whether or not it is regis-
tered under section 11 of the 1u3111]e Pro-
ducts Export Development Authority Central ot
Act, 1972, 13 of 1972,



{2) Every applicalion for registration of such
vessel shatl he made by the owner thereaf in such
form, and zhall be accompanied by such lees, as
may be prescribed within the time limit as indica-
ted below, — '

{n) hefore the expiration of one month from
the dale on which he firsl becomes the owner of
such vessel; or

(b) before the expiration of three months from
the commencement of this Act; whichever is
later:

Provided that the authorised officer may, for
sufficient reasons to be recorded in writing, extend
the time limit for registration by such perieds as
he thinks [it. HHowever, such period shall notl
extend three monlhs.

(5} The authorised officer shall issue to the owner
of the vessel registered by him, a certificate of
registration in the prescribed form and shall enter
in the Register io be kept by him, in such form as
may be prescribed, the particula: s of such certifi-
cate. L

(4) Registration once muude shall continue io be
in force until it ig cancelled by ihe avthoriscd officer,

{5} Javery wvessel registered under {his scction
shall earry a registration mark assigned io it by
the authorvised officer, displayed in the prescribed
manner on the vessel.. .

(6} No vessel, other than a registered fishing
vessel, shall be entitled to a licence under section 6.

13. Information to be given to the authorised
officer about movement of fishing vessels. — Where
a registered fishing vessel moves from the area of
one Port to the area of another Porl, the owner
“of such fishing vessel shall give information to
that effect, in the prescribed manner, to the autho-
rised officer, by whom such fishing vessel_was
registered and also to Port Officer having juris-
diction over the area whereto such fishing wvessel
hag been moved. ' :

14. Rctu.rn;s. to be made by owners of fz'.sh.ing ves-
sels.— (1) Ivery owner of a registered fishing
vessel shall furnish to the authorised officer at the



preseribed Lime and in the preseribod manuer much
returns ss may be preseribed.
(2) The authoriged officer may inspect any regis-

tered fishing veszel at any time to verify the accu-
racy of any returns made under this scction.

ey

Lo, Finality of orders under seetions 6, 11 and 18.—
Bvery deeision of the suthorised officer under sec-
‘tion 6, section 11 or section 12, granting or refusing
to grant licence for a fishing vessel or a fishing net
or cancelling, suspending, varying or amending such
licence or registering or cancelling the registration
of a vessel shall, Subject to any right of appcal under
qectlon 16, be flual ' '

18. Appca?s against orders wfuswg grunt of 1i-
cenee efe. — (1} Any person aggrieved by an order _
of an aulhorised officer refusing to grant licence
for a fishing vessel or a fishing net or cancelling,
suspending or varying or amending such licence or
refusing to register a vessel or canceiling the regis-
(ration of such vessel may, within thirty days from
the date on which the order is communicated to
him, prefer an appeal to such authority as may be
preseribed (hereinafter in this section 1efe1red to
as the Appellate Authority):

Provided that the Appellate Authority may enter-
tain the appeal after the expiry of the said period
of thirty days if it is satisfied that the appellant
was prevented by sufficient cause from fihng the
appeal in time.

(2) On receipt of an appeal under sub-section (1%
the Appellate Authority shall, after giving the appe
lant a reasonable opportumty of being heard, pass
such orders thereon as-it deems fit as cxpedltlousiy
ag-possible. :

(3) Every 61der passed by the Appeilate Autho-
nty under this section shall be final.

17. Demareation of specified areas. — The Go-
vernment shall subject to such conditions as may
be prescribed demarcate the specified areas. |

CHAPTIER 1II
Penaihas

18 Power z'r) mu’u and w’mch f??htnq vcssc?s -
‘The autboriced officer may, Il he hag renson Lo



believe that any fishing vessel is being or has been
wwad in conlravention of any of the provisions of
thin Aet, or of nny awder or yule made thmennder
or any of the condiliong of the Heenee, enler amd
search such vessels and Impound the same and scize
any fish found in it.

19. Disposal of seized figh, efc. — (1} The autho-
rised officer shall keep the fishing vessel impounded
under section 18 in such place and in such manner
as may be presecribed. '

{2) In the ahsence of suitable facilities for the
storage of fish scized, the authorised officer moy
if he is of opinion that the disposal of such fish is
necessary, dispose of such fish and deposit tho pro-
ceeds thereof in the prescribed manner in the
office of the adjudicating officer.

20. Adjudication.— (1) Where any authorised
officer, referred to I secetion 12, has resson to
believe that any [ishing vessel is beings or hag been
uged in eontravention of any + £ the provisions of this
Act or any order or rule made thereunder, or any
of the conditions of the leence, he shall make a
report thercof to the adjudicating officer.

(2) The adjudicating officer shall hold an enquiry,

into the matters mentioned in the report in the pres-
cribed manner, after giving all the parties concerned
a reasonable opportunity of heing heard.
- 21. Penalty. — (1) The adjudicating officer shall,
-after the enguiry under section 20, decide whether
any person has used or caused or allowed to be used
any fishing vessel in contravention of any of the
provisions of this Act or of any order or rule made
thereunder or any of the conditions of licence and
any such person on being found guilty by the adju-
dicating officer, shall be liable to such penaity not
exceeding: — , .

(a) five thousand rupees, if the value of the fish
involved is one thousand rupees or less; or

{h) five times the value of the {ish, if the value
of the fish involved is more than one thousand
rupeei; or : a

(e} five thousand rupeces, in any olher cnag,
being a case not Invelving in any fish, ag may be
adjudged by the adjudicating officer.



(2) In addilion to any penalty that may be impoécd
uwnler sub-section (1), the adjudienting o[ficcr -~11mv
direct that — ’

- (a) the xegsstmtmn certificate of the flShIIl"’
vessels whiclh haa been usad or eansed or aliowed
lo be used, in the manner referred to in sub-see-
tion (1) or the licence, any condition of which
has been contravened, shall he —

(i) cancelled or revoked, as Lhe ease may be;
or '

(i) suspend. for such period as the adJudl—
_cating officer ‘deems fit; or

) (b) the flsh that mtght have been 1mpouuded or

seized or the procecds thereof as the case may be,

under sections 18 -or- 19 shall be forfeited to the
. Government:

. 22 Cmtstztntron of Appellate Board and appeal to
Appellate Board. — (1) The Government may, by
-notification- in the Official Gazette, constitute one
.or.more Appellatc Bo'ud or L()fu dg,

2 The Apnelia,te Boald shall coxmst of three
members-of whom one shall be a person who is
.or hys heen a Dis strict Judge, who shall be 'U)pcunted
‘d3 the C'hquman of the Appeliate Board.

. {3) . Where. on]y one Appellmte Boqrd ig appomtcd
‘that . Appellate Board shall have  jurisdiction
',throughout ‘the Union tcrntory and where more
‘than one Appellate Board is appointed by the Go-
‘vernment, Government may by notification in the
.Official quetLe, define the  jurisdiction of each
Appeﬂate Bo:nd

(4} “Any pemon agprieved by an order of, the
adjudicating officer may, within thirty days from
‘the-date on ‘which the  order iz imade, prefer an
appeal to the Appellate Board having junsdxctlon
;tr) heru ‘such !L])pﬁ’ll ‘ )

Provided that the Appt‘ll ale Board may entertaln
~any appeal after the expiry of said period of thirty
.days,-but not after the expiry of sixty. days-from
the date aforesnid if it is satisfied that the appellant



was }nevcntcd Ty suf&clent cause from filing the
nppeal in time,

(5) On receipt of an appeal under sub-seelion (4),
the Appellate Boznd may, alter holding such enquiry
as it deems fit, and after giving the. p'u*tm's COn-
cerned a reasonable opporlunily of hmng heard,
confirm, modify or secl aside the ortder appcalcd
against and the decision of the Appellate Board
shall be final; )

. 23. Revision. by Appei?a*’@ Board — The Appelhte
Board may egll for.and examine the records of any
order passed by - 'an adjudicating " officer” under
section 21 and against which no appeal hag been
preferred under sec won 22 for the purpose of sdtiy-
fying itself as to the legality or propriety of such
order or as { the regularity .of .the procadure:; and

pass such order, w1th 1eqpect thezeto as 1t may
think fit:

Provided that no such order shall be made emep{:
after giving the person affécted a reasonable ofrpor:
tumty of bemg hedrd in the matter:

Appellate Bom d in 1elatmn to holdmg. il engiry
under this Act. — The adjudicating officer and
the Appellate Board shall, while holding .an_enquiry,
have all the powers of a Court under the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1973 @ (Central -Act -2 of 1974)
while trying a suit, in respect .of the. following
matters, namely —

’ {(a) .,ummonmg and enforcmg the uttendance

of witnesses;

{b) requiring the ‘discovery and pmductmn of
any dc¢cuments;

(c} requisitioning” any public record or copy
~ thereof from any. Comtorofﬁco, '

“{d) mcewmq ev1dence or affulawts anhd:

(e) 1&311mg commissions fo.;,‘_the, _ t_z:f.qgu_uqh_i_q.n
of witnesses or documents.



25. Offences by Companies. — (1) Where .an
offence under this Act has heen committed by a
company, cvery peraon, who af the Lime Lhe of fence
wag comntitled, was in charge of, and was respoi-
sibic to the company for the conduct of the business
of the company as wecll as the company, shall be
deemed Lo be guilly of the offence and shall be liable
to be proceeded against and punished accordingly:

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-sec-
tion shall render any such person .liable to any
punishment, if he proves that the offence was
conmumnitted witheut his knowledge or that he has
exercised all due diligence to prevent the commis-
sion of such offence.

!

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-
~seclion (1), where Any offence under this Act has
been committed with the consent or connivance of or
is attributable to any neglect on the part of, any
dircelor, mnnngrer, secrclary or olher officer, such
director, manager, sccrefury or other officer shall
be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be
liable to . be "proceeded . against and punished
accordingly.

Explanation. — for the purposes of this section: —

(a) “company” means any Body Corporate and
includes o firm or association of individuals; and

(b) “director” in relation to a firm means a
" partner in the firn:.

CIIAPTER IV

Miscellaneous

26, Faemptions, — (1) Nothing conlained in this
Act shall apply Lo survey vessclas belonging: to the
Central Government or any State Government or any
public undertaking. S



(2) If the Government is of the opinion that,
having regard to the purpose of this Act, it would
not be in the public interest to apply all or any of
Lhoe provisions of this Act to any class or elasses of
fishing vessels used for fishing in specified area or
areas, it may by notification in the Official Gazette,
exempt, subject to such conditions as it may think
fit to Immpose, such classes or classes of fishing
vessels used for fishing in such specified area or
areas as il may specify in the notification, from the
operation of all or any of the provisions of this Act.

27. Protection of aclion taken in good faith. — (1)
No suit, prosecution or oliier legal proceeding shall
lie against the Government or any officer or autho-
rity for anything which ig in good faith done or
intended to be done in pursuance of this Act or
any order or rule made thereunder.

(2) No suit or legal proceeding shall lie against
the Government or any officer or authority for
any damage caused or likely to be caused by any-.
thing which is in good faith done or intended to
be done in pursuance of this Act or any order or
rule made thereunder...

28. Power to make rules. — (1) Government may,
Iyy notification in the Official Gazetle, make rules
for carrying out the provisions of this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing power, such rules may
be provided for all or any of the following matters,
namely: — ' ‘

(a) the malters fo which regard shall be had
in making an order-under sub-section (1) of
sceiion 4;

{b} the form of application for licence under
sub-section (1) of section 6, the particulars
which it shall contain and the fees which shali
accompany it.

(e the mallern Lo which regard be had in
granling or refusing a leence, under cluuse (O
of sub-section (4) of section 6, the fees payuble



for the licence and the sceurity for tiie duc per-
formuanen of the condilions of licence;

(d} the procedure to be followed in granting
or refusing a licence under section 6 or cancelling,
suspending, varying or amending such licence cr
in registering a vessel under section 12 or can-
celling such registration;

(e) the form of application for registration of ’
a vessel under section 12; the particulars which
- such application shall contain and the -fees which
shall accompany the application, the form of the
certificate of registration and the form of the
register referred to in sub-section (3) of that
section, the manner in which the registration mark

- referred to in sub- section - (4) of that -section

shall be chspiayed

(£) the manner in which the information re-
ferred to in-section 13 sha,ll be gwen .

{g) the 1Lcm and manner in whlch their returns
referred to in sub- sechn (1) of section 14 shall
be furnished;

(h) the authority to whom appeals shall be
prefened under sub- sectlon (1) of sectlon 16

(i) the place and the manner in Whlch an im-
pounded fishing vessel shall be kept under sub-
-gection (1) of seclion 19 and the mauner in which
the proceeds of the disposal of the seized fish
shall be deposited with the adjudicating officer
uudel sub-section (2) of that section;

(j) the procedurc of the enquny by the adjudi-
cating officer under sub-section (2} of section 20;

(k) the qualifications of the members of the
Appellate Board other than the Chairman, the
fees and allowances payable to the Chairman and
other members of the Appellate Board the pro-
- cedure of the Appellate Board;

- (1) the fees payable for supply of copies of
documents or orders or for any other purpose
or matter involving the rendering of any service
by any officer or authority under this Act;



{m) any olther matter which is t.o he or may
be provided for by rules under this Act,

U 1D SUTARMA

N Secrelary  tn the  CGovermnent ol
Yanaji-Gon, Gon, Paman and IDin, Law De-
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GLh March, 1981, P 8 ’

{Publistied In the Official Gazette, Serics I No. 50
dated 12-3-1581).

Scerelaring,



