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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE 
(Legislative Department) 

New Delhi, the 23rd January, 2010/Magha 3, 1931(5aka) 

THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAf, SITES AND REMAINS 
(AMENJ)Iv[ENT AND VALIDATION) ORDINANCE, 2010 

No. l OF 2010: 

Promulgated by the President in the Si?\.iieth Year of the Republic of India. 

An Ordinance further to amend the Ancient Monumen•s and Archaeological ~ites and Remains Act. 1958 and 

to make proYision for nilidation of ccrtnin action:-: taken by the Central Govcrmneni for public purposes under the 
said Act 

, 
WHERJ !AS Parliame111 is not in session and the President is satisfied that circumstances exist which render it 

necessary for her to take inunec.liate action: 

NOW. ' fl ll-:JU ·:FORI :. in exercise of the pcmers conferred by clause (Ji of article I 23 of the Constitution. the 
President is pleased lo promulgate the following O1dinance:-

1. (/,1 This Ordinance :nay be called the Ancient Monuments and Short title and 
J\rchaeological Sites arnl Remains (Amendment and Validation) commencement. 
Ordinance. 2010. 

flJ it shall come into force at once. 
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Amendment 
of section 2. 

Insertion of 
new heading 
and ne,Y 
sections 
20A.20B.20C 
and 20D 

Declaration 
of prohibited 
areas and 

· carrying out 
of pubic 
work in 
prohibited 
areas. 
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2. On and from the 16th day of June. I 992. in the Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Sites and Remains··Acl 1958 (hereinaf1cr refe1Ted to 24 of 1958. 
as the principal Act), in section 2.-

(aj after clause (h} . the following clause shall be inserted 
and shall be deemed to have been inserted. n.:1meh- : -

; . 
.,_ 

·(ha) "prohibited area·· means any area declared by 
the Central Government to be a prohibited area under 
section 20A;·: 

(bj after clause (/}. the following clause shall be inserted 
and shall be deemed to have been inserted, namely :-

'(k) "regulated area .. means any area declared by the 
Central Goyernment under section 20B. ·. 

3. On and from the 16';, day of June. 1992. after section 20 of the · 
principal Act. tlte follo\-\ing shall be inserted and shall be deemed to 
haYe been inserted. name!~:-

'.PROIIIIHTJ·:J) AREA AND REGULATED ARl!A NJ-:AR OR 
ADJOlN[NG PROTl !CTJ'.D MONlJMJ(Nl'S 

20A. f 1 i The Central Govermnent may. on the recommendalion of an 
b.:perl AdYisory Committee constituted under section 20D. by 
notification in the Official Gazette. declare. from ti_lne 10 time. in 
accordance with the procedure as may be prescribed. any area near any 
protected monu1uent or its adjoining area to be a prohibited area in 
re~1Ject of such 1xotected 111onwi1ent. 

Ci No persou. other lhan an archaeological officer. shall carry out 
any c·onstruction in any prohibited area referred lo in sub-section (Jj . 

(3; In a case where ti1e Central GoYemment is satisfied that-

(a} it is necessary or expedient for carrying out such public 
work or an~ project essential to the public as may be notified in the 
Official Gazette; and 

(b) such work, in its opinion. shall not have any substantial 
adverse impact on tlle preservatio11. safety. security or. or. .access 
lo. the monument or ils inuncdiatc surrouuding, 

it may. not\, iµu,tanding any thing contained in sub-seclion (2) . in 
exceptional cases. having regard to the public i1iterest. by order 
and for reasons to be recorded in writing, pennit such public work 
or project essential to the public. lo be carried out 

(-lj The Director-General may. on the rec01miiencfatio11 of an 
Espert Advisory Committee constituted under . ,,section 20D. 
notwithstanding anything conthined in sub-section (2). in exceptional 
cases. permit a _ persm, to carry out any conslruclion activity 
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in a prohibited area referred to in .sub-section (1) in accordance with 
the terms and conditions of a special _1?ermission granted by him in 
accordance with the rules as may be made by the C~ntral Govermnent: 

Provided · that any area near any protected monument or its 
adjoining area declared, during the period beginning on or after the 
16th day of Jmit:. 1992 but ending before the commencement of the 
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains 
(Amendment and Validation) Ordinauce. 2010. as a prohibited area in 
respect of such protected monument. shall be deemed to be the 
prohibited area declared in respect of that protected monument in 
accordance with the proYisions of !his Act and any permission or 
licence granted for ·construction of any public work or project essential 
to the public or special pennission granted for construction. 
notwithstanding that such public work or project essential to the public 
or special permission. itad not heeu notified. in respect of such 
prohibited area without havin~ obtained recommendations of the 
Expert Advisory Committee or any other Conunittce. or such 
-notification had not been laid before Parliament. shall be and shall be 
deemed to have been validly granted in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act. 

2013- I I) The Central Govermricnt may. on the recommell(lation of an 
I-:xperl Ad,isory Committee constituted under secticrn 20D. by 
notification in the Official Gazette. declare from time lo time. in 
acwrda11ce \\'ith the procedure as may be prescribed. any area (whether 
near any prohibi1cd area iu respect of protected monument or not or. its 
adjoining area) lo be a regulated area in respect or such protected 
lHOllllll lCn( . 

r l; The Director-General may. on the recommendation_ or an fo,-pert 
/\dyisory Commitlee constituted under section 20D. permit a person to 
carry out any construction activity i11 a regulated area rcfon-ed to in 
sub-section (1 J in accordance with the tenns and conditi9ns of a licence 
granted by him in accordance with the rnles as ma'.\' be 111ade by the 
Central G0Ycrn111ent: 

ProYided th:11 any area near any protected momuncnt or its 
adjoining area declared. during the period beginning -~m or after the 
16th cfay of June. J 992 but ending before the commencc111ent of the 
Ancient Monuments :md Archaeological Sites and Remains 
(Amendment and Validation) Ordinauce, 2010. a·s a! regulated area in 
r~spect of such protected 11101mment. shall be deemed to be the 
regulated area declared in respect or that protected monument in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act and any pennission or 
licence granted for construction in such regulated area shall. 
notwithstanding anythine contained in sub-section ( 1) and this !.ub­
section or that such notification had not been· laid before Parliament, be 
deemed to have been validly grnnted in accordance with the provisions 
of this /\ct. 

13) J·:very notification issued under section 20A and l11is section shall 
be laid before e:1ch House of Parliaim:111. 
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20C. (}) If any person,-

(a) owns any building or construction, which existed in a 
prohibited area before the 16th day of June. 1992, or. had been 
constructed with the approval of the Director-General ai1d he desires to 
carry-out any repair or renovation or re-construction of such building or 
constrnction: or 

(bJ o" ns or possesses any building or constmction or land in 
any regulated area. and he desires to tarry out any repair or renovation 
or re-construction or constrnction of such building or con~lruction on 
such land. as the case may be. 

he may make an application to the Director-General for such repair or 
. renonition or re-construction or conslrnclion. as the case mm· be. 

(.1 i The Director-General, on receipt of any application under sub­
section 11 i may; on the recommendation of an J ·:xpcri Advisory 
Commillee constituted m1der section 7.0D. by.order and for reasons to be 
recorded in "Tiling. pennit subject to such terms and conditions as may 
be specified in the permission. the carrying out of the repair or 
renon1tion work or re-constru~tion or any building or co11stmction 
referred to in tlwt sub-section. withoat causing an) dmllage to the 
protected JlJOllUlllClll. 

(31 l•:n:ry order for grant of permission under sub-section (!J shall be 
made ,Yi thin three months from the dale of receipt of the application. 

r-11 In case the Director-General refuses to grant permission under 
sub-section (2). he shall. by order in writing, intimate such rci'usal with 
in three months from the date of receip, of the applicatim1. 

(5j lf the Director-General. aikr gr:int of the pcnnissio11 under sub­
section (:!i and during the carrying oul of the repair or rcnon1tion work 
or re-construction of building or constrnction referred to in ·that sub­
section, is of the opinion (on the basis of material in his possession or 
other\\isc) that such repair or renorntion work or re-construction of 
building or consirnction is likely to have an adverse impact on the 
preset-Yation. safdY. security or access in the monumem considerably. he . . . 
may withdraw the permission granted under sub-sectioll (2). 

(6) h ·ery order and every permission of the Direclor-Gcner_al tmder 
this Act shall be exhibited in the website of the Archaeological Survey 
of India. 

20D. ( I) The Central Govermucnt 111ay. by notification in the Official 
.Gazette. const.i!utc one or more Expen Advisory Co111111i1tccs for the 
purposes or seclious 20A. 20B and :WC. for making recolllmcndations. 

Prodded thai until such time :in i(xpert Advisory Corrunittee is 
constituted under this sub-section. the l·:xpert Commil!ce constituted by 
the Director-Ccneral before the coq11nencement of the Ancient 
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Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and 
Validation) Ordinance, 2010 and fi111ctioning as such before such 
commencement shall be deemed to be an·"Expert Advis'mJ (ornmi:rtee · 
under sub-section (1): 

ProYided further that the E'.\-pert · C01mnittee constit11tcd by the 
Director-General before the c01mnenccment of the Ancie111 Monuments 
and Archaeological Sites aud Remains (Amendli1erit and Validation) 
Ordinance. 20 lU and fimctioning as ,;,1ch before such commencement. 
shall cease to l>c the ]::-.-pert Advist:i-:, Commit1ee immediately after 
constitution oLrn Expert Advisory Coil11nittee under sub-sect ion (1 ). 

r 2 1 1 -: very rdcrence for seeking recommendations or the Expert 
AdYisory Committee by or under this /\ct shall be made by the Central 
G0Yenm1cnt or the I )irector-GeneraL as the case may be. 

(3) The Expert Advisory Committee shall. within t,,o n1011ths of the 
receipt of a reference·. · forward its recommendations lo the Central 
GO\·enunent or the Director-General. as .the case may be. 

(./J An Expet1 Advisory Committee shall consist of the Director­
General c>r his nominee as its Chairperson and such number of other 
members not exceeding six persons having proven experience and 
expertise in the Jield of archaeolo1': . countr); and IO\\ 11 pianning. 
nrchitccture. heriiaf;e. landscape archi1<.:cture. conservation - architecture. 
urban planning. ciYil engineering. Jmy or culture. 

(.'J/ The Central Govenunent. or the Director-Ge1icral. as the case 
may be. shall c.,hibit. in their, websit e. .all the reconuncndations of the 
r-:xpen AdYisory Committee. 

r6; The I :xpcrt Advisory Committee shall regulate its O\rn procedure 
for the purposes of holding its mee tings (including quoni111 of such 
meetings) and making recommendati011s under this Act. 

(/j The F.,pe11 Ad\'isory Co111mittee shall me111ion in its 
recommendatio11 as to whether any co11strudion .in any prohibited area 
or regulnted area is likely to have any substantial adverse impact on the 
presernltion. safrty. security of. or. access to. the 111011ume11t or its 
inunediate surrounding. 

rS; The members of the Expert AdYisory Committee shall be entitled 
to such fees as may be prescribed anc! such fee shall be payable by the 
Central GoYerrunent or Director-General who makes a reference for 
seeking its recommendations.· . 

-t Not\Yithstanding anything contained in any judgment. decree or order 
of any court. hibt11tal or other authority--

(01 :uw 1Jii11g done or purported io be done o:r;.anY action taken or 
purported to be taken by the Centrn : GovemmenPinunediatdv before 
the cornmcncement of this Ordinance in pursuam;e of the notification 
of the Gon:nunent of India i 'i the Department or Culture 
(i\.rchaeological SLm'e:v of India) number S.O. 17(>. I dat ed the 16th 

June. 1992 issued under rnle 3,1 or the Ancient l\.1011umcnts and 
Archaeological Sites and Remai1L~ !z11les. 1959 .. shall be deemed to be 
and deemed to haYe always been done or 
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taken validlv and in accordance with law at all material times and no 
action taken or thing done (inclu<ling any order made. agr~ment 
entered into. or notification issued for constituti11g any Expert 
Advisory Committee or any other Committee) in cqnnection ·with any 
permission granted or license issued for any constrnction activity in a 
prohibited area or a regulated :1rea in respect of a protected 
monument sh:ill be deemed to be invalid or ever to hayc become 
invalid merely on the ground that the Ancient Monuments and 

"' Archaeological Sites and Remains Act. 1958 or the rules. orders or 24 of I 958. 
notifications issued therew1der di<i not contain any prm·ision for 

. c.:oustitntiou or an Expert Advisory Committee under sub--scction ( I) 

or section 201) or notifications hac:· not been laid befcm.! Parliament 
for graut of such permission or lice1,ce. as the case may be: 

(bi no suit. , claim or other proceedings sha II he instituted. 
maintained or continued in any conrt, tribunal or other authority for 
any permissil>n or licence granted by the Central Govenunent or the 
Director-Gcm.:rnl L111dcr the Ancien: Monuments and Archaeological 
Sites and Remains Act. 1958 or ai,_, rule. order or notification made 24 of 1958. 
thereunder. for carrying out any r~pair. renovation or construction 
,,·ork or for undertaking any (lUblic \rnrk or public project before the 
c;ommcnccmcnl of this Ordinance: 

'·)'_ . -. 

(CJ no claim or challenge shall (JC made in. :1<W e11tert'ai11°cd b)' any 
court. tribuna l or other authority sol-.:ly on the gr91md that the Central 
Gm·enunent or the Dircctor-Gcner,il did not tak~ i11to consideration 
any of the pniYisions of the Ancient Monuments ;i{1d Archaeological 
Sites and Re111:1ins Act. 1958. as mi::.:aded by the Ai1eic111 Monuments 24 of 1958. 
and /\n.:haeolop,ical Sites and Rem:iins (Amendment and Validation) 
Ordimrnce. :w lll. in granting ;i:;y permissi~m or licrncc for the 
puq)osc or ;.;arrying out any rni,iing or · repair. renm·;ition or 
construction "·orl, in a prohibited :in.:a or a regt(lated area ill any time 
be1,n:cn the 16th day of June. L9n .and the date or co111111rncement 
of this Ordin:rnce. 

PRATIBHA DEVISINGH PATIL, 
President. 

V. K. BHASIN, 
SecY: to the Govt. of India. 
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