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Glossary
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Ancient Woodland – Areas of woodland believed to have remained continuously 
wooded since 1660.

Bioeconomy – Refers to the parts of the economy that use renewable biological 
resources from land and sea, such as forests to produce food, materials and energy.

CAP – Common Agricultural Policy.

Circular economy – The type of economy that uses a more efficient and low-carbon 
approach. It makes sure that we reduce and reuse products and materials so that less 
waste is produced. 

Climate Action Plan – This is the Government’s annual plan that sets out how we will 
meet our climate commitments and reach EU and international climate targets. 

COFORD – Council for Forest Research and Development. 

Ecosystem services – A service people obtain from the environment. Ecosystem 
services are the transformation of natural assets (soil, plants and animals, air and 
water) into things that we value. They can be viewed as provisioning such as food and 
water; regulating, for example, flood and disease control; cultural such as spiritual, 
recreational, and cultural benefits; or supporting like nutrient cycling that maintain 
the conditions for life on Earth. 

EU Green Deal – This plan is a roadmap for making the EU’s economy environmentally 
sustainable. It outlines the actions and targets needed to make Europe the first 
climate-neutral continent by 2050.

EPA – Environmental Protection Agency.

Forest – Land under trees with a minimum area of 0.1 hectare and tree crown cover 
of more than 20 per cent of the total area, or the potential to achieve this cover at 
maturity. The term forest also includes woodlands.

Forestry – The profession embracing the science, art, and practice of creating, 
managing, using, and conserving forests and associated resources for human benefit 
and in a sustainable manner to meet desired goals, needs, and values. 

Long‐Established Woodland – Areas of woodland that have remained continuously 
wooded since the first edition Ordnance Survey maps of 1830‐44.

Silviculture – The art and science of controlling the establishment, growth, composition, 
health and quality of forests and woodlands to meet the targeted diverse needs and 
values of landowners and society on a sustainable basis.

Sustainable Forest Management – Stewardship and use of forest lands in a way, and 
at a rate, that maintains their biodiversity, vitality, and their potential to fulfil now and 
in the future, relevant ecological and social functions at local, national, and global 
levels, and that does not cause damage to other ecosystems.
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Appendix I – Full text of the National 
Shared Vision for Trees and Forests  
by 2050

THE RIGHT TREES IN THE RIGHT PLACES FOR THE RIGHT REASONS 

WITH THE RIGHT MANAGEMENT SUPPORTING A SUSTAINABLE AND 

THRIVING ECONOMY AND SOCIETY AND A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT.

By 2050, Ireland’s forests and woodlands will be seen as a symbol of the 
transformational social, economic and environmental changes that were needed 
to address the climate, biodiversity, housing and health emergencies of the 
2020’s. A much larger and more diverse forest footprint is being successfully 
managed to balance and deliver multiple objectives and benefits for climate, 
nature, water quality, wood production, people, the wider economy and rural 
communities. It forms a valuable, compatible element of the farming enterprise 
and is co-existing in harmony with urban and other landscapes and valued highly 
by citizens. It is also supporting a thriving and growing forest sector, long term 
quality employment for a sustainable workforce, ecosystem services and public, 
educational and recreational amenities.

There is a nationwide awareness and understanding of the multiple benefits of 
forests. Forestry is at the centre of the circular and green economy with Irish 
grown timber the material of choice for the substitution of carbon intensive 
building products for new Irish homes. Forestry is providing a profitable 
diversification option for farmers, with people living in rural, urban and suburban 
communities feeling a sense of connection and pride in their local forests and 
woodlands, and the many benefits that they provide. Legacy environmental 
issues associated with past forestry practices are being successfully addressed, 
building on improvements already made through enhanced sustainable forest 
management practices. The Irish landscape now features a rich variety of diverse, 
resilient and healthy trees, woods and forests, established for multiple purposes 
and delivering multiple benefits for the environment, economy and society on 
both public and private land.
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