MERCHANT SHIPPING (REGISTRY, LETTERING AND NUMBERING OF FISHING
BOATS)
REGULATIONS 1989

The Government, in exercise of the powers conferred on them by
section 373 (5) of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (as adapted and
amended by any subsequent enactments), hereby make the following
Regulations:

REG 1

1. (1) These Regulations may be cited as the Merchant Shipping
(Registry, Lettering and Numbering of Fishing Boats) Regulations,
1989, and shall come into operation on 15th day of December, 1989.
(2) The Merchant Shipping (Registry, Lettering and Numbering of
Fishing Boats) (Regulations) Order, 1927 (S. R. & O. No. 105 of
1927),other than paragraph 4 of the Schedule to that order, is
hereby revoked.

(3) Paragraph 4 of the Schedule to the Order of 1927 is hereby
revoked on the 30th day of June, 1990.

(4) The Interpretation Act, 1937 (No. 38 of 1937), applies to these
Regulations.

REG2

2. In these Regulations, except where the context otherwise requires:
"the Act of 1955" means the Mercantile Marine Act, 1955 (No. 29 of
1955);

"certificate of registry" means the certificate issued under
Regulation 4 (5) of these Regulations;

"fishing boat" means a boat, intended for the catching for sale of
fish, that is wholly owned by a person who is—

(‘a) a citizen of Ireland, or

( b) an Irish body corporate (within the meaning of section 2 of

the Act of 1955);

but does not include a boat that is—

(i) registered under the law of another State, or

(i1) open and undecked and navigated by oars only, or

(iii) engaged in fishing or dredging for scientific, research or
training purposes;

"functions" includes powers and duties;

"local registrar" means a person appointed under Regulation 5 (1) of
these Regulations;

"the Minister" means the Minister for the Marine;

"the Order of 1927" means the Merchant Shipping (Registry, Lettering
and Numbering of Fishing Boats) (Regulations) Order, 1927,
"owner of a fishing boat" means the person who owns the boat or,

in the case of a boat which is the subject of a leasing agreement

or a hire purchase agreement, the person who is in possession of

the boat under such an agreement;

"port of registry” means a port specified in column (1) of the

First Schedule to these Regulations;

"the Principal Act" means the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894;

"the Register" means the Register of Fishing Boats kept pursuant to
Regulation 4 of these Regulations;



"the Registrar General" means the Registrar General of Fishing Boats
to be appointed by the Minister under Regulation 4 of these
Regulations;

"the Regulations of 1984" means the Merchant Shipping (Tonnage)
Regulations, 1984 (S.I. No. 369 of 1984);

"sea fisheries officer" means a sea fisheries protection officer

within the meaning of section 220 of the Fisheries (Consolidation)
Act, 1959 (No. 14 of 1959).

REG 3
3. These Regulations shall apply to every fishing boat.
REG 4

4. (1) There shall be a registrar of fishing boats (who shall be
known as the "Registrar General of Fishing Boats" and is referred
to in these Regulations as "the Registrar General") who shall
establish and maintain a register of fishing boats (which shall be
known as "the Register of Fishing Boats" and is referred to in
these Regulations as "the Register").

(2) The Minister shall appoint the Registrar General and may remove
him from office.

(3) The Register shall be kept at the Department of the Marine,
Dublin.

(4) On receipt of an application, made under Regulation 7 of these
Regulations, the Registrar General shall examine it, and—

(‘a) if he is not satisfied that the particulars contained

therein are sufficient to enable the fishing boat to be registered,

he may request further particulars, or

('b) if he is satisfied that the particulars contained therein

are sufficient to enable the fishing boat to be registered, he

shall—

(1) if he has not already done so, allocate to the fishing boat—

(D a distinguishing letter or letters in accordance with the First
Schedule to these Regulations,

(IT) a number, and

(i1) inform the local registrar of the letter or letters and number
allocated to the fishing boat concerned.

(5) When the local registrar notifies the Registrar General that the
fishing boat concerned has been marked in accordance with these
Regulations, the Registrar General shall enter into the Register
opposite the number allocated to the fishing boat concerned all of
the particulars provided by the applicant (being the particulars set
out in the Second Schedule to these Regulations) and shall issue to
the owner of the fishing boat a certificate to be known and in
these Regulations referred to as a "certificate of registry".

(6) The Registrar General shall keep a record of all applications
received by him.

(7) A certificate of registry issued under paragraph (5) of this
Regulation shall be a certificate of registry or official paper
(within the meaning of the Sea Fisheries Act, 1868, and Part IV of
the Principal Act, and a document relating to the fishing boat
within the meaning of the Sea Fisheries Act, 1883, and Commission
Regulation (EEC) No. 1381/87).



REG S5

5. (1) The officers named in column (3) of the First Schedule to
these Regulations shall be appointed to be local registrars for the
ports of Registry mentioned in column (1) of the First Schedule to
these Regulations.

(2) A local registrar, on receipt of an application to have a

fishing boat registered, shall—

(‘a) satisfy himself that the information set out in the

application is correct,

( b) inspect or cause to be inspected the fishing boat concerned,
and

( ¢ ) deliver the application, or cause it to be delivered, to

the Registrar General.

(3) Where the fishing boat is not inspected by or on behalf of a
local registrar, for the purposes of verifying the information
supplied in respect of an application under these Regulations, the
fishing boat shall be inspected by one of the following persons at
the request of the local registrar, namely—

(‘a) a Sea Fisheries Officer in the area where the application

is made, or

( b) the Bord lascaigh Mhara Area Officer in the area where the
application is made,

who shall indicate on the application whether or not—

(i) the particulars on the application form are correct,

(i1) the fishing boat complies with the provisions of the Sea
Fisheries (Marking and Documentation of Sea-Fishing Boats) Order, 1987
(S.I. No. 253 of 1987).

(4) The local registrar, on being informed of the letter or letters
and number allocated under paragraph (4) of Regulation 4 of these
Regulations, shall inform the owner of the fishing boat concerned of
the said letter or letters and number and shall ensure that the
owner marks or causes to mark the said fishing boat with the said
letter or letters and number.

(5) The local registrar shall notify the Registrar General when the
fishing boat concerned has been marked with the appropriate letter
or letters and number.

REG 6

6. (1) In the case of a fishing boat of 24 metres in length or
over, registered under the Act of 1955, the length and the tonnage
to be recorded in the Register for the purposes of these
Regulations shall be the length and tonnage entered in the
certificate of registry issued pursuant to the requirements of that
Act until such time as:

(1) the fishing boat undergoes alterations or modifications which
result in an alteration to its existing gross tonnage; or

(ii) the owner requests that the tonnage be amended; or

(iii) 18th July, 1994,

whichever first occurs, at which time the register length and
tonnage of the fishing boat in question shall be ascertained in
accordance with Part II of the Regulations of 1984.

(2) In the case of a fishing boat less than 24 metres in length,



registered under the 1955 Act, the length and the tonnage to be
recorded in the Register for the purposes of these Regulations shall
be the length and tonnage as shown on the certificate of registry
issued pursuant to the requirements of that Act.

(3) In the case of a fishing boat which is not registered under

the Act of 1955 but which is currently registered under Part [V of
the Principal Act the length and the tonnage to be recorded in the
Register for the purposes of these Regulations shall be the length
and tonnage entered in the certificate of registry issued pursuant

to the requirements of that Act.

(4) In the case of any fishing boat not registered as a fishing

boat before these Regulations come into operation the length and
tonnage for the purposes of these Regulations shall be ascertained
in accordance with the Regulations of 1984, except that a fishing
boat of length less than or equal to 35 feet, which is not also
registered under the 1955 Act, shall have its tonnage ascertained by
the local registrar or the Officer of Customs and Excise in charge
of the nearest Station to the port concerned or a Garda Siochana
stationed in the area where the application is made, in accordance
with the Rules set out in the Third Schedule to these Regulations.
(5) When the register length and tonnage of a fishing boat are
being determined in accordance with these Regulations, such
measurement and calculation as may be required shall be carried out
by a Surveyor of Ships who shall give a certificate specifying the
boat's register length and tonnage and such certificate shall be
delivered to the local registrar before registration.

REG 7

7. (1) Every person who—

(‘a) on the coming into operation of these Regulations is the
owner of a fishing boat, or

( b) after the coming into operation of these Regulations becomes
the owner of a fishing boat,

shall apply to have his fishing boat entered on the Register in
accordance with the provisions of paragraph (2) of this Regulation.
(2) An application under paragraph (1) of this Regulation shall—
(‘a) be made to a local registrar, and

( b) include the particulars set out in the Second Schedule to
these Regulations and be made—

(1) at the port where the fishing boat concerned was registered in
case it has been registered either under the Order of 1927, or
under the Act of 1955, or

(i) at any port of registry (being a port set out in column (1)

of the First Schedule to these Regulations) in the case of a

fishing boat which has not been registered, or

(iii) at any port of registry (being a port set out in column (1)

of the First Schedule to these Regulations) in the case of a

fishing boat which is registered under these Regulations.



REG 8

8. Where the owner of a fishing boat applies for registration and

is allocated a distinguishing letter or letters and number in

accordance with Regulation 4(4) of these Regulations, he shall mark

or cause to mark the fishing boat with that letter or those

letters and that number in accordance with Sea Fisheries (Marking

and Documentation of Sea-Fishing Boats) Order, 1987 (S.1. No. 253 of
1987).

REG9

9. (1) In the event of a fishing boat:

(i) being either actually or constructively lost;

(i1) being broken up; or

(iii) ceasing to be employed in fishing for the catching for sale

of fish,

the owner of the said fishing boat shall give notice thereof
immediately to a local registrar and shall deliver up to that local
registrar the certificate of registry.

(2) Once the local registrar has been given notice under paragraph
(1) of this Regulation, he shall—

('a) notify the Registrar General who shall make an entry to

this effect in the Register,

( b) deliver up the certificate of registry to the Registrar

General.

(3) In the event that it comes to the notice of the Registrar
General of a fishing boat:

(1) being either actually or constructively lost;

(i) being broken up; or

(iii) ceasing to be employed for the catching of fish for sale,

the Registrar General may notify the owner and unless information to
the contrary is received within 30 days, the Registrar General shall
make an entry in the Register of the information received by him
from the local registrar and of the fact that the owner has been
notified about that information but has failed to reply within a
reasonable period to the Registrar General.

REG 10

10. (1) The owner of a fishing boat, whenever there is a change

in any of the particulars set out in the Second Schedule to these
Regulations so that the information in the Register is rendered
incomplete or inaccurate as regards that fishing boat, shall—

(‘a) report the change to a local registrar,

(' b) return the certificate of registry of the said fishing boat

to the Registrar General, and

( ¢) apply to the Registrar General for a new certificate of
registry.

(2) The local registrar may, on receipt of such information, require
the fishing boat to be remeasured in the case where the register
length or breadth or tonnage or engine power of the fishing boat
has changed, and shall send the new measurements verified by him to



the Registrar General who may, at his discretion—

(‘a) retain the certificate of registry and grant a new

certificate of registry containing a description of the fishing boat
as changed, or

(' b) endorse on the existing certificate of registry a memorandum
of the change,

and enter into the Register notice of the said changes.

(3) Each local registrar shall forward to the Registrar General
details of any transactions affecting the Register as they come to
his notice and the Registrar General may amend the Register and
issue a revised certificate of registry to the owner of the fishing
boat concerned.

REG 11

11. Nothing in these Regulations shall prejudice the right to apply
to register a fishing boat under these Regulations which was
registered under the Register established under the Order of 1927.

REG 12

12. Where it is shown to the satisfaction of the Registrar General
that a certificate of registry has been lost or destroyed the
Registrar General may issue a new certificate of registry on being
satisfied that the information supplied on the original application
relating to the lost or destroyed certificate of registry remains
unchanged.

REG 13

13. (1) Subject to paragraph (2) of this Regulation, every owner of
a fishing boat which was registered under the Order of 1927 shall
apply to register the fishing boat under these Regulations not later
than the 31st day of January, 1990.

(2) The Registrar General, on receipt of written application, within
six months after the coming into operation of these Regulations,
from the owner of a fishing boat which was registered under the
Order of 1927, may, if he is satisfied that there was valid reason
for the failure to apply for registration under these Regulations by
the 31st day of January, 1990, register the fishing boat.

SCHEDULE 1

Regulation 5

PORTS OF REGISTRY

Distinguishing letter or letters for each port set out in column
(1) are set out in column (2) of this Schedule.

Ports of RegistryDistinguishing

LettersRegistrarsLimits(1)(2)(3)(4)CorkC.Chief Officer of CustomsThe

Customs
PortDroghedaDA.do.do.DublinD.do.do.DundalkDK.do.do.GalwayG.do.do.LimerickL.do.do.Skibbere
enS.Chief

Officer of Customs (stationed at Castletownbere)do.SligoSO.Chief Officer

of Customsdo.TraleeT.Chief Officer of Customsdo.WaterfordW.Chief Officer



of CustomsThe Customs Ports of Waterford and New
Ross.WestportWT.do.The Customs Port. WexfordWD.do.do.
The Chief Officer of Customs herein referred to shall mean the
Officer of Customs superintending the port.

Regulation 7

SCHEDULE 2
APPLICATION TO REGISTER A FISHING VESSEL

REGISTRATION NUMBER PORT OF REGISTRATION NAME OF VESSEL NAME OF
OWNER POSTAL ADDRESS OF OWNER NATIONALITY: IF COMPANY PLEASE
INDICATE:—(a) STATUTORY AUTHORITY INCORPORATING THE COMPANY :(b) DATE
OF INCORPORATION: (¢) COUNTRY WHOSE LAWS APPLY TO COMPANY: VESSEL
DETAILS TYPE OF VESSEL (") INTERNATIONAL RADIO CALL SIGN IS VESSEL

OPEN AND UNDECKED (Y/N) TYPE OF FISHING GEAR (2) (1) (2) 3)REGISTER
DIMENSIONS: LENGTH BREATH DEPTH ALSO, IF AVAILABLE, GIVE THE
FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: OVERALL LENGTH LENGTH BETWEEN
PERPENDICULARS MAX DRAUGHT GROSS REGISTERED TONNAGE TONNES INDICATE
IF: (1) YOU HOLD AN IRISH TONNAGE CERTIFICATE (2) YOU HOLD AN
INTERNATIONAL TONNAGE CERTIFICATE (3) YOU DO NOT HOLD A TONNAGE
CERTIFICATE ENGINE MAKE AND MODEL: TYPE OF ENGINE(3) ENGINE POWER KW
OR ALL OTHER ENGINE POWER INSTALLED KW HORSEPOWER HORSEPOWER WHAT
MATERIAL IS THE HULL CONSTRUCTED FROM (') MAXIMUM CREW LIFE SAVING
AND FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT CARRIED: VESSEL HISTORY DATE OF ENTRY

INTO SERVICE CATEGORY OF PROGRAMME YEAR OF CONSTRUCTION DATE OF
ENTRY INTO SERVICE IN THE IRISH FISHING FLEET DATE OF FIRST

REGISTRATION IN IRELAND COUNTRY OF CONSTRUCTION IMPORTED FROM IF
ACTIVITY HAS CHANGED INDICATE: PREVIOUS ACTIVITY (') DATE OF CHANCE

OF ACTIVITY DATE OF OFFICIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF CHANGE IF VESSEL IS
CURRENTLY USED FOR ANY ACTIVITY OTHER THAN SEA FISHING, INDICATE:
OTHER CURRENT ACTIVITY (') AMOUNT OF TIME SPENT ON OTHER CURRENT
ACTIVITY: MORE THAN HALF HALFLESS THAN HALF IF VESSEL HULL HAS BEEN
DAMAGED/WRECKED: TYPE OF DAMAGE (') IF VESSEL HAS BEEN
IMPORTED/EXPORTED ON A TEMPORARY BASIS: DATE OF CEASED TEMPORARY
IMPORTATION/EXPORTATION SURVEY OF SEAWORTHINESS: HAS AN INDEPENDENT
SURVEY OF SEAWORTHINESS BEEN CARRIED OUT ON THE VESSEL IN THE PAST
(Y/N) IF YES, GIVE DATE OF SURVEY AND NAME OF SURVEYOR: DATE NAME

OF SURVEYOR I/'We*owner(s) of the vessel above-described declare that

the particulars supplied in support of this application are correct,

and that we have no reason to believe that the vessel is not in

a seaworthy condition. Signature(s): If company, state position

held:Date: *DELETE AS APPROPRIATE

REGISTRATION NUMBER |_| | | | _|__|PORT OF REGISTRATION

INAME OF VESSEL

| |

INAME OF OWNER

|

|
|
|
|

|__|[POSTAL ADDRESS OF OWNER
|

|

|

|
INATIONALITY: IF

|

|

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |
COMPANY PLEASE INDICATE:— (a) STATUTORY AUTHORITY INCORPORATING THE
COMPANY: (b) DATE OF




INCORPORATION: (c) COUNTRY WHOSE LAWS
APPLY TO COMPANY: VESSEL DETAILSTYPE
OF VESSEL (1) | | INTERNATIONAL RADIO CALL SIGN

| ||| |_|_[ISVESSEL OPEN AND UNDECKED (Y/N)|_|[TYPE OF

FISHING GEAR (2) (1)|_|(2)|_|(3)| |REGISTER DIMENSIONS:LENGTH

[ [ | | [BREADTH| | _| | | | | |DEPT

| | || || | |ALSOIF AVAILABLE, GIVE THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION:OVERALL LENGTH| | | | | | | |LENGTH BETWEEN
PERPENDICULARS | | | | |MAXDRAUGHT| | | | | | | IGROSS
REGISTERED TONNAGE| | | | | | | | TONNESINDICATE IF: (1) YOU

HOLD AN IRISH TONNAGE CERTIFICATE(2) YOU HOD AN INTERNATIONAL TONNAGE
CERTIFICATE(3) YOU DO NOT HOLD A TONNAGE CERTIFICATEENGING MAKE AND

MODEL: TYPE OF ENGING (2) | |[ENGINE
POWER| | | | |KW ORALL OTHER ENGINE POWER INSTALLED
| | | | |[KWOR| | | |HORSEPOWER| | | |HORSEPOWER

WHAT MATERIAL IS THE HULL CONSTRUCTED FROM (4) |__| MAXIMUM CREW
| | |LIFE SAVING AND FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT CARRIED:

VESSEL

HISTORYYEAR OF CONSTRUCTION || | | |DATE OF ENTRY INTO SERVICE

| || || | |DATE OF ENTRY INTO SERVICE IN THE IRISH FISHING

FLEET| | | | | | | | |DATE OF FIRST REGISTRATION IN IRELAND

| | | || | |CATEORY OF PROGRAMME| | |[COUNTRY OF CONSTRUCTION
| [ | || | |COUNTRYOFORIGIN| | | | | | | | | [IMPORTED
FROM| | | | | | | |IF ACTIVITY HAS CHANGED, INDICATE:PREVIOUS
ACTIVITY (5)|__| DATE OF CHANGE OF ACTIVITY| | | | | |DATEOF
OFFICIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF CHANGE | | | | | | | | |IF VESSELIS

CURRENTLY USED FOR ANY ACTIVITY OTHER THAN SEA FISHING,
INDICATE:OTHER CURRENT ACTIVITY (5) |__JAMOUNT OF TIME SPENT ON OTHER
CURRENT ACTIVITY:MORE THAN HALF | |HALF|_|LESS THAN HALF | |[IF
VESSEL HULL HAS BEEN DAMAGED/WRECKED:TYPE OF DAMAGE (6) |__| DATE OF
COMPLETION OF REPAIRS|_ | | | [IF VESSEL HAS BEEN IMPORTED/EXPORTED
ON A TEMPORARY BASIS:DATE OF CEASED TEMPORARY
IMPORTATION/EXPORTATION

| |_|_| | |SURVEY OF SEAWORTHINESS:HAS AN INDEPENDENT SURVEY OF
SEAWORTHINESS BEEN CARRIED OUT ON THE VESSEL IN THE PAST (Y/N)

|_|IF YES, GIVE DATE OF SURVEY AND NAME OF SURVEYOR:DATE

||| |NAMEOFSURVEYOR |_|_|_| | | | | | | |

(N T O I I I | T\ L

owner(s)
of the vessel above-described declare that the particulars supplied
in support of this application are correct, and that we have no
reason to believe that the vessel is not in a seaworthy condition.
Signature(s): If
company, state position held:
Date:

(1) Type of Vessel
(2) Type of fishing Gear
1. Pelagic

2. Demersal

3. Shellfish

4. Other—give details:




(3) Type of Engine

1. Steam piston

2. Diesel engine

3. Electrical engine

4. Petrol engine (inboard)
5. Outboard engine

6. Other—give details:
Note: If the 'Other' option is selected, details must be given.
(4) Hull Material

1. Wood

2. Steel/aluminium

3. Plastic

4 Concrete

5. Fibre glass

6. Other—give details:
Note: If the 'Other' option is selected, details must be given.
(5) Previous Activity/Other Current Activity

1. Supply, transport

2. Pleasure

3. Research

4. Fishing (sport)

5. Other—give details:
Note: If the 'Other' option is selected, details must be given.
(6) Type of Damage

1. Shipwreck

2. Shipyard demolition

3. Fire damage

4. Other—give details:
Note: If the 'Other' option is selected, details must be given.

SCHEDULE 3

Regulation 6 (4)

Rule for Measurement of a Sea Fishing Boat in Accordance with
Regulation 6 (4)

Measure the length from fore part of head of stem to after part

of head of stern or after part of transom or tuck. Measure the
greatest breadth of the vessel to the outside of outer planking.
Measure also the depth amidships from underside of deck, or from
the upper strake of planking in open boats, to the upper side of
floor timbers at side of keelson, deducting the thickness of ceiling
if fitted.

Multiply together the length, breadth and depth in feet taken as
aforesaid and multiply the product by the factor 0.45, the result
divided by 100 will be the registered tonnage of the boat subject
to any additions as under.

In the case of a break or breaks above the line of deck, multiply
together the length, breadth, and depth in feet of the space or
spaces, divide the product by 100, and add the result to the
tonnage of the boat obtained as aforesaid.

GIVEN under the Official Seal of the Government this 15th day of
December, 1989.

CHARLES J. HAUGHEY,

Taoiseach.



EXPLANATORY NOTE.

This Order establishes a register of fishing vessels.



