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LAW ON HUNTING

CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1
The following terma are used in the Law:

1) Hunting areas - territories sultable for game natural life and used for hunting;

2) Game - wild mammals and birds the processed products of which are used in nalional economy;
Suspenaed Dy Law Of U9.06.1997;

3) Game resources - all game in the territory of Latvia;

4) Game management - system of natural resource utilization which in line with obtaining game
production onauros the number of wild beasta for game fund and maintaina the necescary habitat for
game;

5) Nature territories of special protection and usage - terrilories determined by the statutory acts
of Saeima or the Cabinet of Ministers;

8) Huhtlng licence - document permitting to hunt limited or unlimited game in the area determined in
the licence;

7) Limited game - wild beasts for hunting of which a hunting licence is issued permitting to hunt
boasts of only one ariging

£8) Unlimited game - wild beasts for hunling of which a season hunting licence is issued;

8) HuntIng organization project - a document approved by State Forest Service providing
evalustion of the continuous hunting area; on basis of this document the number of limited game
allowad to hunt is determined;

10) Hunting site - continuous hunting area managed by one owner of hunfing rights;

11) Hunting site management project - a document elaborated by the owner of hunting rights
providing game care organization and hunting rescurce utilization in the hunting site and complied
with hunting organization project;

12) Hunting weapons - a sholgun with a single barre! or wilh several barrels, combined shotguns
and rifle guns charged with hunting munition;

13} Hunting munitions - prepared cartridge consisting of a shell with capstile, gunpowder and
prodgy (hunting bullets, pellets, greengeges)for shooting with a hunting weapon;

14) Legal hunting appllances - traps, pitfails and other appliances of a definite type determined in
the hunting licence issued by State Forest Service;

15) Game trophies - game homs together with scull {maxilla or frontal hone), laniary, skalls, and
peiages.

16) Hunting rights owner - land owner or alsc land ueer until approving tand ownership rights in the
Landbooks in whose possession or usage existing land arsa includes hunting areas refovant to the
provisions described in the Law.

17) Hunting ficence user - hunting rights owner or ather person to whom according to agreement
pursuant to the law hunting rights owner has glven his hunting righis and who is managing the game
fund;

18) Regulations on hunting - staiutory act approved by the Cabinet of Ministers determining the
order of hunting.
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Articte 2
Law on hunting provides basic provisions on hunting management in tha Republic of Latvia.

Article 3

:!wuggzgss;h:gtge( :g:ic;:ﬁ?rzg?:n }Lhz frtgpose of which is 1o chase, capture, and kili game as well as
wrten - s dorr;estic animag!s. ng areas, end afler owner's request (o hunling rights users in

Article 4

(1) State shall administrate (account and protect) the huntin

tate sh g resources in Latvia, St
am_j mstitutions of the Ministry of Environment Protection and Regional Devatnpmentm s?\:t?mﬁm
utilization and protection of game in comgpliance with laws and regufations of the Cabinet of Ministers,

(2) Game bacumes the pussession of the physical or lagal entity only afte _
compliance with ihe present Law and respective regmaﬁonsga _ fiéy only aftar they haue been hunfed in

{3) Hunfing resources shafl be used 50 as not to cause damage o other management sectors, o
} , {0 ensure
protection and preservation of the game species, gens pool and its habitat. ¢

Article §

State Forest Service shail determine the hunting areas. They shall bie divided into hunting rights owner
areas and hunting agreoment aroas.

Article 6

Hunting fights user shafl manage the hunting funds, but Stale Forest Service shall cantral hunting
process, and accomplishment of hunting organization project. Exception shalt be nature reserves and
nations! parks where the accomplishment of hunting organisation is controlled respectively by
administration of nature rezemne or National Park.

CHAPTER 2
HUNTING LICENCE AND HUNTING RIGHTS

Article 7

{1) Hunter's icenca shal be a besic document entiting to hunt, te purchase hunting weapons, and to
receive hunting licence. The order of purchasing, registering, storing, and sefling hunting weapons shall be
determined by the Cabinet of Ministers, but the order of their usage shall be determined by the
Rogulatione on hunting.

(2) Hunting with weapons shall be psmmitted provided they are registered with State Police tnstitution as
hunting weapons.

{3} Only hunting muntiions shall be used for tunting.

Article 8

{1) Hunter's licence may be obtained by Inhabitanis of the Republic of Latvia who have reached the age of
18. Regional forast districts gnall wsue Hunter's ticence after pasaing axam with the hunters® examination
commission. The amount of knowledge to be tested shall by determined in Regulations on hunting.
Hunter's licence shall be considered (o be valid in all the territory of Latvia.

{2) Reginnal Councll o republic town council shall approve tive hunters' examination commission after
State Forast Service proposals including experis [rom State Forost Service, anvironment protection, State
Police, as well as representalives from hunters' associations. State Forest Service establishing fees for
taking exams and preparing hunter's licences shall fund the functioring of hunters' examination
commission. The results of exam shali be ravorded in minutas.

{3} Suspended by Law of 16.03,2000.
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Article 9

2) Th
g igabli?r :!Bpecﬁve State Police Institution shall be informed about hunter's licence invalidating or temporal

Article 10

Inhabitants of the Republic of Latvia possessing hunter's licence are f i
? > parmitted to hunt individuall
hunters’ assoclations on voluntary basis and other public organizations as provided by law. v or fom

_ Artiole 11
{Suspended by Law of 18.03.2000 coming inlo force on 19.04.2000)

Article 12

The present Law, ather laws, and Regulations on hunting shali determine organization of hunting in
specially protected and utilized nature 1eritortes in order o control the number of wild beasts.

Artlcle 13

Foreign cilizens possessing hunting documents issued by State Forest Sarvice of tha Republic of Latvia
and their own country shall be permitted fo hunt in compliance with the present Law and Regulations on
hunting.

Article 14

{1) Utilization of estates located in hunting areas shall be regulated by agreaments signed by their owngrs
and owners of hunting rights. These agreements sheli be annexes of hurting site management project.
Qumer of hunter's rights shall start acting in a hunting fund after the hunting sfte management project is
registered with State Head Forestry office.

{2) User of huniing rights shall nol pass hunting rights over fo the third person unless atherwise provided
by provisions of the present Law.

Article 15

Provisions of statutory acts shall getermine tenmination of using hunting areze, Owner of hunting rights
shall cover expenses of hunting resource renewal provided they have decreased as a resuit of his action
and provided such amends are described in agreement,

CHAPTER 3
AMOUNT OF GAME SHOQTING
AND THE ORDER OF I1SSUING HUNTING LICENCES

Article 16
{1} The minimal huniing areas within which t is permitted to hunt limited game in respective hunting site
shall be as follows: _
1) roe deer hunting - not less than 200 ha including all the forest lands and fenceless agriculturat
lands;
2) wild boar, cow and calf of red desr hunting - not less than 1000 ha;
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3} deer bult hunting - not less than 2000 ta,

4) alk hunting - nat lass than 2500 ha in areas which ara namad in hunti rgani jacts
; tingy o 1zation pro |
funds, and 5000 ha in areas which are named in the project as red deer funds; " meelk

(2} In respect to elks, deer, and wild boars - forest areas of thelr s and
than 30 ha shall be included in hunfing areas. parts and saparate forest areas bigger

Provided the provisions {1)and {2) of this Articie pronibit hurting, owners of hunting rights shat be

perrnf!ted to sign mutual agreements on organising limited game species care as described in hunting
organisation project.

Article 17

State Forest Service shall annualty determine maximum aliowed number of limitad game shooting in
hunting areas in compliance with hunting organisation project.

Article 18

State duty shall ba paid for hwnting icences and pemilts 1o take hunting frophies ot of the Republic of
Latvia. Hunting trophies shall ba taken out of the Republic of | atvia as provided in Requigtions on hunting,

Arlicle 19

{1} A fund shall be sstablished for daveloping hunfing fund.

{2} Fund resourcas shall be used for the following purposes:
1) monitoring of game population, and consequent additional necessary protection measures:
2) sclentific research of game and ite papulation;
3} participation in international hunting organizations and exhibitions;

(4) Cabinet of Minigters shall confirm ihe Stahites of the Fund.

{(According 1o Law of 16.03.2000. enforced on 19.04.2000%

Article 20

{1) Sate Forest Service lerritorial offices or administrations of nature reserves and national parks in whose
lerritory the respactive hunting areas are located shall Issuse limited game hunting licences to hut_ttmg
rights owners In the beginning of the hunting seasan. Administrations of nature reserves an_d national
parks shall receive (imited gams hunting ticences at State Forest Service and in @ months time after the
end of hunting soason shall inform State Forest Service about the fssued hunting licences and number of
beasts hunted, ae well as Invalidate unused ficences.

2) State Forest Service may issue hunting licences beyond the determined term and beyond the
Ejeztennined amount of game shooting In exceptional cases when vast damage is done 1o agriculture and
forestry.

3) Hunting rights user shafl be permitted to hunt unlimited gama oniy afler receiving hunling licence
gsgue: bygStr;gte Forest Service terriforial office or administration of nature reserve or national park in

{ i i ! park
whose temitory the respective huming areas are located. Administration of nature reserve or nationa
shall mtbrmt‘)gafte Forest Service about the issued hunting licences end number of beasts hunled,

{including amendmants by the Law of 16.03.2000. enforced on 19.04.2000.)
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CHAPTER 4 .
GAME, TERMS AND TYPES OF HUNTING

Article 21
(1) List of game, terms and types of hunting shail bs dstermined by Regulations on hunting,

(2} Hunting with a goal to control infections shall not be forbidden neither b
oo of i ropa, neither by land owner or user nor by

Article 22

{1) Any hunting shall be reporied to the iocal state forestry office beforshand. State head forester, state
forester or thoir appointad State Forest Servica officer shall control the hunting procedure.

g) H_unting with hunting appliances shall be permitted only with a permit in written issued by State Forest
ervics,

Article 23
llagal hunting shialt mean:
1} hunting within terms and time of day not complying with the Regulations an hunting;
2) hunting without hunter’s licence (does not refer to chasers), hunting licence, and hunting weapons
usage licence;
3} hunting provided hunting licence has not baen filled at the site where game has been shot or
wounaget;
4) in areas closed for hunting;
5) hunting without land owner’s or fand user's and hunting rights user's agreement;
) hunting in circumstances when beasts are fladging from nature carasirophes;

7y hunting using night vision devices which function on basis of invisible for human eye ray, as well
as laser type or likewise opfical sights {except for filament typa lighting devices);

8) being in hunting areas provided an individual haa not appiiad at the local forestry but the individual
is possessing preparad for uge (st or uncovered by propser cover) weapon or traps, nooses, or other
hunting appliances, possessing obtained game production, as well as being on general roads with
preparad for usage weapon;

9) any other actfon provided appliances and types of huniing used do not comply with the Regulations
on huniing.

Articls 24 _
{4) Huniing or captufing of game for the purpose of scientific research, exhibiting in museums, breeding in
a diffarent place or keeping in captivity shall be permitted only with State Forest Servica single parmit.

(2) Prohibited for hunting wild beasts shall be obtained, hunted or kept in captivity with a single parmit of
tha Ministry of Environment Protection and Regional Development. Bringing game into the Repubiic of
Latvia from another country shall be permitied onty with a single permit of Ministry of Environment
Protection and Regional Development and State Forest Service.
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CHAPTER §
HUNTING RESUURCE SUPERVISION
AND LIABILITY FOR VIOLATION OF THE PRESENT LAW

Article 25

{1} Supervigion on enforcement of the present Law and other statutory acts relevant to hunting outside
hunting areas shall be carried cut by state and local communities police forcas within the scope of their
competence, but regarding flegat hunting - aiso officers of State Forest Service and Ministry of
Envirgnment Protection and Regional Developmert.

(2) State Forest Service shall carry out supervision In ail hunting areas, but land owner or user and
hunting rights owner shali carry out supervision in his own hunting areas. if necassary co-ordinated action

of all units mentioned in this Aricle and Home guards shail be permitted for carrying out supervision in
hunting areas and out of their bounds.

Article 28

In order to assess lhe damage done by the gams to sgriculture, domestic animals, and forestry Siate
Eorest Service shall establish commission ingluding representatives from the respectiva local community,
hunting rights users, and also the respective experts. The commission shall determine the amount of
damage according to the methods approved by the Minlstry of Agriculture. Hunting rights users shall cover
tho expenses untess provided otharwise by the agreemant on transferring hunting rights. In case of
dispute the court shall make the decision,

articls 27

Damage caused by physical or legal entity to hunting fund through violation of the present Lew or other
acts of Jaw relevani to hunting shall be compensated as provided by law and to extent determined by the
Cabinet of Ministers. The compensation shall be awarded in favour of the state.

(According to Law of 16.03.2000 enforced on 19.04.2000}

Article 28 ]
For violating the present Law physical and legat entities shall be cafled to account as provided by taw.

CHAPTER &
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

m ] 0
Provisions of international agreements shall be enforced in the territory of Latvia provided the signed
international agreements provide othar regulations on hunting than those in the present Law.



