
-· ~ 

"AN ACT TO AMEND THE NATIONAL FISHERIES AND 
AQUACULTURE AUTHORITY LAW BY ADDING THERETO 
THE FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE MANAGEMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT" 

APPROVRED: NOVEMBER 26, 2019 

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIERS 

MONROVIA, LIBERIA 

PUBLISHED: DECEMBER 10, 2019 



--

• 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE NATIONAL FISHERIES AND 
AQUACULTURE AUTHORITY LAW BY ADDING THERETO THE 

FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE MANAGEMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

( 

. ..., 



ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

CHAPTER t ~ GENERAL PROVISIONS 
_Section 1.1 Title 
Section 1.2 Short Title· 
Section 1.3 Definitions 
Section.1.4 Application of this Act 

CHAPTER 2. OBJECTIVE. PRINCIPLES AND POLICY 
Section 2.1 Objective 
Section 2.2 General principles 
Section 23 National Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy 

CHAPTER 3. INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS 
Section 3.1 General 
Section 3.2 · Co-Management Fisheries Associations 
Section 3.3 Fisheries Advisory Council 

CHAPTER 4. FISHERIES CONSERVATION, MANAGEMENT AND SUSTAINABLE USE 

Section4.l 
Section4.2 
Section4.3 
Section 4.4 · 
Section4.5 

Section4.6 
Section4.7 
Section4.8 
Section4.9 
Section4.IO 
Section 4.11 
Section4.12 
Section 4.13 

Section 4.14 

... .. . ~ 
PART I - GENERAL 

Conservation ·and Management Measures 
Fisheries Management Plans 
Inshore Exclusion Zone 
Fishing Zones 
Fisheries Conservation and Management Measures 

PART2-PROlilBIDONS 

Use of harmful fishing techniques and gear prohibited 
Shark fishing prohibited 
Damage, destruction to and int.erfemlce with fishing gear, vessel, person prolnl>ited 
Prolnl>ition on leaving or abandoning objects in the sea 
Large-scale driflnet fishing activities prohtl>ited 
Obstruction or impeding fish passage prolnl>ited 
Unauthom.ed introduction of genetically modified species of fish 
Prohibited activities relating-to fish or fish products taken contrary to the laws of 

another State 
Prohibitions of protected or endangered fish species 

PART 3 - CONSERVATION AND PROTECTION OF THE MARINE AND AQUATIC 
ENVIRONMENT 

Section 4.15 
Section 4.16 
Section 4.17 
Section 4.18 

Measw-es for the protection of the Fisheries Waters 
Special Management Areas 
Collaboration on establishing protected areas for rivers. lakes and wetlands 
Fisheries Impact Assessments 

CHAPTER 5. FISHERIES AGREEMENT AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 

Section S.l 
Section5.2 

Fisheries access Agreement 
Fisheries acces~ Agreement review 



:: 

Section 5.3 

Section5.4 
Section 5.5 
Section5.6 

.Requirements for joint venture and charter agreements, rights and vessel licensing for 
foreign fishing vessels 

Performance bond 
International agreements on fisheries management 
International cooperation 

CHAPTER 6. DEVELOPMENT AND REGULATION OF AQUACULTURE 
Section 6.1 Aquacultme activities requirements 
Sectioo. 6.2 Aquaculture developmm plan 
Section 63 Collaboration with Counties, Districts and other local government bodies 

· Section 6.4 Prohibited to deprive community of~ access to fisheries 
Section 65 Local govmnnmt's ,espcwiSihmJylir' •tNwribw 1IDll-COIDD:ICi aquaadtore activities 
Section 6.6 Iubodww:tioo, t»aosfi:r, impmt, cxpmt, ~ of live fish 
Section 6.7 Dicectm C~ adJ•wity to imp,ct. sci2lC fisJt clcsigimtr:d fur import or export or 

Sectioo6.8 
Section6.9 
Section 6.10 
Section 6.11 
Section 6.12 
Section 6.13 
Section 6.14 

diseased,. highly iavaive fish 
Aquaculture waste 
Escapement 
Use of drug, chemical restricted 
Information on ~ genetically J'IIDdifiM species 
Interfering with aquaculture facility Jffllll>itcd 
Transboundary aquaculture ecosystems 
Rcgu1ations for aquaculture 

CHAPTER 7. POST HARVEST ACTIVITIES 
Section 7.1 C'.oJnpet~Jt Authority 
Section 7.2 Collaboration on post-harvest activities 
Sectioo 7 .3 Fish marketing 
Sectioo 7 .4 Sale, export of adulterated or cootaminated fish, fish products proln'bited 
Section 7.5 D1egal possession and trade in fish or fish products prolnl>itcd 
Section 7.6 Interference with inspected fish JKOhibited 
Section 7.7 Authority and Hannnni:,ation of fish safety and quality standards 
Section 7 .8 Conditions for fish processing licence 
Section 7.9 Period of validity, J.CUC~ additional cooditions and snspc:nsfon of fish 

proressing licence 
Section 7. IO Jnfonnation and records 

CHAPTER 8. INFORMATION, RECORDS, RETURNS, REGISTERS 
Section 8.1 lnfOIIDation giwn under this Act 
Section 8.2 Jnfoonation _to be trae, complete and con:ect 
Section 8.3 Records, returns and other information 
Section 8.4 Registers to be maintained by the Authority 
Section 8.5 Registers of liceoces, autborizatioos and accreditations 
Section 8.6 lnfOIIDation oo legal and adminislrativc action taken in respect of violations of 

theLaw 
Section 8.7 Ownership of information 
Section 8.8 Confidential information 
Section 8.9 Information on criteria for, and accreditation of persons, organizations or other 

entities 
Section 8.10 Information in partnership agreements between vessel agents and vessel owners 
Section 8.11 Information on the labels of containers, etc. containing fish harvested in the 

Fisheries Waters 
Section 8.12 Public access to infometion 



CHAPTER 9. 

Section9.1 
Section 9.2 
Section9.3 
Section 9.4 

Section 9.5 

COMPLIANCE, UNLICENSED ACl'IVITIES AND REQUIREMENTS FOR 
ALL FISHING VESSELS 
Compliance with the Act 
Unlicensed, unauthori7.ed, umccredited activities prohibited 
Stowage of Fishing Gear 
Reporting and Monitoring Requirements for all Fishing V esseJg &teeing, 

Exiting and Transiting the Fisheries Waters 
Berthing of Fishing V~ls in Ltl>cria 

CHAPTER 10. FISHERIES ACCESS: UCENSING, AUTHORIZATIONS, 
ACCREDITATION AND REGISTRATION 

Section 10.1 
Section 10.2 
Section 10.3 
Section 10.4 
Section 10.5 
Section 10.6 
Section 10. 7 
Section 10.8 
Section 10.9 
Section 10.10 
Section 10.11 
Section 10.12 
Section 10.13 

PART I - GENERAL 

Licenses, authorizations and accreditation required 
Accreditation 
Licenses and authorizations 
Standards for approval or renewal of licenses and authorizations 
Preference for employment of citizens of the Republic of Liberia 
Conditions for denial of licenses or authomations 
Appijcation for the grant or renewal of licenses or authorizations 
Terms and conditions of licenses and authorizations 
Period of validity 
Fees, charges or levies 
Suspension or cancellation of license, authorization or accreditation 
Termination of licenses. authorizations and accreditations 
Appeal 

PART 2 - Requirements for Fishing Operations 

Section 10.14 Conditions for fishing 
Section 10.15 Conditions for National fishing vessels 
Section 10:16 Conditions for Foreign Fishing vessels 

Section 1 Q..17 Conditions for industrial fishing 
Section 10.18 Reporting requiremmts for industrial fishing vessels 
Section 10.19 Conditions for semi--indostrial fishing 
Section I 0.20 Reporting requirements fur semi-industrial fishing vessels 
Section 10.21 Transfer of Semi-Industrial and Industrial Fishing Licenses 
Section I 0.22 Conditions for artisaoal and recreational fishing vessels 
Section 10.23 Condition for Jn1and fisheries 

PART 3 -AUTHORIZATIONS FOR RESEARCH FISHING, TRANSHIPMENT, FISH 
AGGREGATING DEVICES, IMPORT, EXPORT INTRODUCTION/fRANSFER ETC OF FISH 

Section 10.24 Conditions for research fishing 
Section 10.25 Conditions for transhipment 
Section 10.26 Conditions for deployment and maintenance of a fish aggregating device 
Section I 0.27 Marlcin~ equipment for fish aggregating devices 
Section 10.28 Use or disposal of unauthorized fish aggregating devices 
Section 10.29 Requirements for the import, export and release of live fish 
Section 1030 Requirements for the introduction and transfec of live fish 

4 



PART 4-AQUACULTURE 

Section 10.31 Application for liceoce for OONOOeroial aquacultme ("aquaculture licence") 
Section 10.32 Staodalds for ~val of aquacultme liceoce 
Section 10.33 Inspection of pioposed site 
Section 10.34 Conditions for aquaculture licences 
Section 10.3S Exclusive rights 
Section 10.36 Registration of ponds used for sobsistence aquaculture 

CHAPTER 11. MONITORING, CONTROL AND SURVEILLANCE (MCS) 

PART 1-MCS RESPONSIBILTY AND FUNCTIONS 

Section 11.1 Monitoring, control and surveillance responsibility and functions 

PART 2 -FUNCTIONS, APPOlNTMENT, POWERS OF FISHERIES INSPECTORS 

Section 11.2 Fisheries inspectors- authority and functions 
Section 11.3 Appointment of fisheries inspectors 
Section 11.4 General Powers of fisheries inspedDl's 
Section 115 Identification of fisheries inspectors 
Section 11.6 Declaration of boarding and inspection 
Section 11.7 Powersofhotpursuit . 
Section 11.8 Immunity of fisheries inspectors and observers 
·Section 11.9 Powers of entry and search of fisheries inspectors 
Section 11.10 Power to take, detain, remove and secure information and evidence 
Section 11.11 Power to use reasonable means to stop and 1o take control of a fishing vessel 
Section 11.12 Power to immobili7.e a fishing wssel 
Section 11.13 Power to oonflscate Seamen's' Books 
Section 11.14 Power of mest 
Section 11.15 Power of seizure 
Section 11.16 Authority of fisheries inspector in relation to abandoned fishing vessels, fishing gear, 

fish or fish products 

PART 3-APPOINTMENT, FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES:OF OBSERVERS 

Section 11.17 Observer programme 
Section 11.18 Appointment and identification of obset"Vers 

• Section 11.19 Duties of observers 
Section 11.20 Observer costs 
Section 11.21 Notice of intention to place observers 
Section 11.22 Duties of licensee and others to observers 
Section 11.23 Conditions for Qbservers 

PART 4 PROTECTION OF AND DUTIES TO AUTHORIZED PERSONS 

Section 11.24 Authorized persons 
Section 11.25 Protection of authorized persons from liability 
Section 11.26 Duties to authorized persons 

PART 5 - VESSEL MONITORING SYSTEM 

5 



Section 11.27 Vessel Monitoring System 

Section 11.28 
Section 11.29 
Section 11.30 
Section 11.31 
Section 11.32 

CHAPTERU. 

Section 12.1 
Section 12.2 
Section 12.3 
Section 12.4 
Section 12.5 
Section 12.6 
Section 12.7 
Section 12.8 

PART 6 - REQUIREMENrS FOR THE USE OF PORT 

Entry to port by foreign fishing vessels and industrial fishing vessels 
Vessels may be prolnl>ited from entering ·port 
Denial of the use of port to a foreign fishing vessel 
Transmittal of inspection results 
Offence to provide goods or services etc. to vessel denied the use of port 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ARRESTED PERSONS AND SEIZED 
ITEMS 

Arrest or detention and release of foreign fishing vessels, crewmembers 
Prompt judicial or administrative prnceedings for arrested persons 
Delivery and notice for seized items 
Disposal of perishable items 
Notice of Detainµlent or Seizure of Property 
Treatment of items detained or seized 
Security for Release 
Liability for Loss, Damage or Deterioration of Things in Custody 

CHAPTER 13. JURISDICTION, FORFEITURE, FINES, LIABILITIFS, ETC. 
Section 13.1 Jurisdiction for acts or omissions under this Act 
Section 13.2 Procedures 
Section 13.3 Forfeiture 
Section 13.4 Disposition of forfeited property 
Section 13.5 Costs incurred by State 
Section 13.6 Liability for non-payment of pecuniary penalties 
Section 13. 7 Liability for loss or damage 
Section 13.8 Civil liability of officers of companies 
Section 13.9 Liability of companies and other persons for actions of officers and employees 
Section 13.10 Liability of operators 
Section 13.11 Liability of principal for agent 
Section 13.12 Cifu.en Suits and civil enforcement 
Section 13.13 Injunctions 
Section 13.14 Court Order declaratory of parties' right;s 

CHAPTER 14. SUMMARY ADMJNISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS 
Section 14.1 Process for administrative penalties 
Section 14.2 Process for initiating summary administrative proceedings 
Section 14.3 Summary Administrative Proceedings 

CHAPTER 15. OFFENCES. FINES AND PENALTIES 
Section 15.1 General Offence 
Section 15.2 Minimum and maximum fines and guidelines 
Section 15.3 Deprivation of monetary benefits 
Section 15.4 Court may order additional penalties and compensation 
Section 15.5 Increased maximum fine for body corporate 
Section 15.6 Repeated offenders 
Section 15.7 Banning Order 
Section lS.8 Default for non-payment 

CHAPTER 16. EVIDENCE AND PRESUMPTIONS 
Section 16.1 Certificate evidence 
Section 16.2 Validity and procedures for certificates 

6 .. 



Section 16.3 
Section 16.4 
Section 16.5 
Section 16.6 
Section 16. 7 

Electronic location devices 
Photographic evidence 
Presumptioos 
Bmden of proof 
Interfering with evidence 

CHAPTER 17. REGULATIONS 
Section 17.1 Power to issue regulations 
Section 17.2 Delegation of powers 
Section 17 .3 Duty to consult 

CHAPTER 18. MISCELLANOUS 
Section 18.l Reports 
Section 18.2 Public notice 
Section 18.3 Notification 

CHAPTER 179 EFFECTIVE DATE 
Section 19.1 Effective date 

FIRST SCHEDULE 
SECOND SCHEDULE 

NATIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COUNCil, 
MAXIMUM FINES 

7 



Preamble 

WHEREAS the :fisheries resources of the Republic of Liberia are a national asset and part of the 
heritage of the Republic of Li"beria.; which should be managed and developed for the benefit of the 
country as a whole, and especially for those cnmrmmities whose livelihood depend on these resources; 

WHEREAS the Republic of Ltl>eria is endowed with valuable marine and inland fisheries resources 
which, if developed and managed in a sustainab1P. manner, have the potential to make an enduring and 
significant contribution to the development economy and wellbeing of the Nation; 

WHEREAS the management : and development of sustainable aquaculture for subsistence and 
commercial purposes will further contribute to the food security and economic wellbeing of the Nation; 

WHEREAS the of gove1001Mt Liberia recognizes that artisanal fisheries sub-sector plays a significant 
role in securing livelihoods and bas the potential to make a greater contnl>ution to food security, poverty 
alleviati.on, and the promotion of sustainable development; 

WHEREAS the industrial and semi-industrial fisheries sub-sectors have significant economic potential 
in tenm of the generation of licensing and other fees for fishing and related activiti~ export eamin~ 
and as the addition of value through~ and other post-harvest activities; 

WHEREAS the government of Liberia in 2017 passed an Act to establish the National Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Authority that is responsible to oversee, supervise and monitor all fishing and aquaculture 
activities in the country; 

WHEREAS it has been observed that the 2017 Act did not provide sufficient provisions for the 
operationalization of the fisheries and aquacu1ture sectors, it bas become ~ to establish an 
appropriate ftamework for the founn)ation of policy and the transparent: and accountable management 
of the fisheries and aquacu]ture ~ 

WHEREAS there is an ongoing need to compr.bcosively regulate and comrol fishing and related 
activities within the areas undernatinnaJ juri.sdictim of the Republic ofl.toe:ria w oombat illegal fishing 
and related actmtics and to enforce applicable cooservatim and management measures wi1bin and 

· beyond the Visbaies Waters in 8CCOldance with the Jaws of the Republic oflibcria and its obligations 
uuJenegiomtl fishaies management organizations 01. mangeoetds ,md ioleomtinnal law; 

AND WHEREAS .fisheries sector development must take place in an ecologically sustainable manner 
in order to not only protect the diversity and availability of fisheries resources for present and futw-e 
generations, but also to emure the protection of the wider aquatic environment and marine ecosystems. 

NOW THEREFORE it is enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature Assembled: 

.. 
• 
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CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1.11ide 

This Act sl,a/1 be entitled An Act to Amend the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority Law by 

Adding Thereto the Fisheries and Aquaculture Management and Development. 

Section 1.2 Short 1ide 

This Act may be referred to as the Fisheries and Aquaculture Management and Development Law of 
2019. 

Section 1.3 Definitions 

Words used in the singular form in this Act shall be deemed to import the plural, and vice versa, as the 
case may require. For the purposes of this Act, the following definitions apply: 

· . .- · ~~ agreement" means an agreement cooclndcd pmsuaot to Chapter 5 of this Act permitting access 
to the FlSbcries Waters fur fishing or relaicd activities. and includes an ammgement. iotemationa1. 
agreement, or otm instrument or agreement for that pmpose having the force of law; 

"aircraft" means any craft capable of self-sustained movement through the atmosphere, and includes 
helicopters and 1mmanned aerial systems or remotely operated airborne devices; 

-aquacu:ttnre" means the cultivation, propagation or farming of fish, and includes cultivation, 
propagation or fimning from~ spa~ spat or seed, or by rearing fish lawfully taken from the 

0

wild 
m: lawfully imported into the Republic of libaia, or by other similar procea. and the collecting and 
holding of live fish, and includes both inland aquacu1tmc and mariculture in the marine environment; 

"aquatic" refers to areas of fresh or estuarine water over which Liberia claims sovereignty landward of 
the baseline fiom which the territorial sea is measured; 

"areas under national jurisdiction" means any area where the State exercises sovereignty, sovereign 
rights or jurisdiction; 

"areas Beyond National Jurisdiction" means any area where the State does not exercise sovereignty or 
sovereign rights .. 

"artisanal fishing" means small scale commercial fishing using an small craft fishing vessel where the 
owner is directly involved in the day-to-day running of the enterprise ; 

"artisanal fishing vessel" means any fishing vessel, canoe or lID.-decked vessel of not more than eight 
(8) meters which is motorised or lID.-motorised; 

"Association" means a co-management fisheries association established in accordance with section 
3.2 of this Act; 

"Authority" means the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority of Liberia as established by the 
National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority Act of 2017; 

"Automatic Identification System" or" AIS" means navigational equipment associated with the 
Automatic Identification System as elaborated under the Intem.ational Convention for the Safety of 
Life at Sea, 19?4 as amended, which automatically provides information about the ship, including 

() 



ship's identity, type. position, course, speed, navigational status and other safety-related information, 
to other ships and to coastal authorities; 

"automatic location "°1DlllUll.icator' means a device approved by the Director General which is placed 
on a fishing vessel and is designed to tnmsmit, whether indq,endently or in conjunction with another 
device or devices, information or data concemi:og position, fishing and such other activities of the 
vessel as may be required and includes a Mobile Tnmsceiver Unit ("MTU;; 

• 'beneficial owner'' refers to the person ultimately in control of the ownership and revenue from a 
yessel. Beneficial owner may or-may .not be the registered owner; 

"Board" means the Board of Directors which serves as the governing body of the Authority 
·established in the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority Act of 2017; 

''buy'' includes: 
( a) barter or attempt to barter; 
(b) purchase or attempt to purchase; 
{ c) receive on account or consignment; 
( d) receive in order to send, ·forward or deliver for sale; 
( e) broker a sale; 
(f) purchase or barter for future goods or for any consideration of value; and 
(g) purchase or barter as an agent for another person, 

and "buyer" has a corresponding meaning; 

''bycatch" means fish which are harvested in a fishery, but which: 
(a) are not the species offish directly targeted; 
(b) belong to a species not identified or identified as bycatch in the applicable license; 
( c} includes economic and regulatory discards; and 
( d) does not include fish which are released alive under a recreational catch and release 

programme; 

"carcass" is the dead body of any animal or fish; 

"Chair" means the Chairperson of the Board of Directors of the National Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Authority ofLioeria; 

··commercial aquaculture" means aquaculture, other than subsistence aquaculture, resulting or intending 
to result in the selling or trading of any fish which may form part of the aquaculture operations and 
which generally involves a busiaess drientation and the use of hired labour; 

"commercial fishing" means any fishing resulting or intending or appearing to result in the sale or trade 
of any fish which may be taken, caught or harvested during the fishing operations, excluding subsistence 
fishing; 

"Convention Area" means the area designated as such in all Conventions or other establishing 
agreement of a regional fisheries management organization or body to which Liberia is a party or 
cooperating non-member; 

"Court'' means a court of competent jurisdiction; 

"Director General" means the Director General of the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority of 
Liberia appointed pursuant to the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority Act of 2017; 
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"diving" means swimming underwater, whether or not breathing apparatus or other scuba equipment is 
used; 

"discard" means that portion of the total organic material of animal origin in the catch, which is thrown 
away, or dumped at sea for whatever reason. It does not include plant materials and post-harvest waste 
such as offal. The discards maybe dead, or alive 

"document" means a document in any form whether signed or initialed or otherwise authenticated by 
its maker or not, and includes: 
(a) any writing. printing or other iPfi•matioo contai:Mi on any matmal; 
(b) any informatim recorded or stored by means of any tape-recorder, conip,IICI", OI' CJlhcl- device 

(inclncfing any network or tbe iutrme.t), and any mateJ:iaJ sobsequently derived from 
infonnation so reconied or stored; 

(c) any label, mamng. or Olhcr writing that jcJmtifies or descnoes anything of which it 
furms part. or wbid:J. it is attacbNi by any means; 

(d) 811-Y book, chart. map. plan, graph <JI' drawing; and 
( e) any photograph. film, negatiye. tape or Olhcr device in which one or more visual images are 

embodied so as to be capable {with or without the aid of some other equipment) of being 
reproduced; 

"driftnet'' is a net which is kept near the surface, or certain distance below it, by numerous floats, this 
net drift freely with the cwrent, separately or, more often, with the boat to which they are attached. 

"driftnet :fishing activities" is use of any netting material in the water column with the intention of 
catching fish that is not attached to the sea bed; 

"exclusive economic mDI!" ~ of an area of the sea beyond and adjacent to the territorial sea, 
subject to the specific legal regime 1JDIJel-which the rights and jurisdiction of Liberia and the rights 
and freedoms of oda- States are governed; 

.. export" in relation to fish or fish poducts means to: 
{a) send or take out of the Republic ofI...ibcria; 
(b) attempt to send or take out of the Republic of Liberia; 
( c) reccne on account or ooosignmcnt for the purposes of (a) or (b); oc 
(d) 
whei, aSSQCiatM with any buying or selljng, ..- iutendro hu.ying oc selling of the fish or fish products: 

"export facility" means any building or vessel or area in which food is handled, prepared and stored for 
export purposes, including the surroundings under the control of the same management; 

"fish" means any water-dwelling aquatic or marine animal or plant, alive or dead not, and includes 
their e~, spawn, spat and juvenile stages, and any of their parts, and includes all organisms belonging 
to sedentary species; 

"fish aggregafotg device" means an object or group of objects of any size, whether anchored or 
deployed or not, tbat is natural. JJlllJJDfactnn,d oc a oombiuation of both and includes inter alia buoys, 
floats, netting, webbing, plastics, lm:tals, bamboo, logs and objects with electronic devices affixed 
floating or designed to float on or near the surface of the water with which fish may associate. and any 
D81uraJ floating object on which a device bas bec:n placed to facilitate its location; 

"fish processing establishment" ·includes any premises or vessel on or in which fish are processed or 
stored but does not include a restaurant, eating place, hotel, or place where fish is prepared for 
immediate retail sale or consUllll)tion; 

"fish product" means any fish which has been partly or wholly processed; 
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'"Fisheries Advisory Council" means the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Advisory Council 
established in accordance with Section 3.3; 

.. fisheries inspector" means any person or category of persons appointed in accordance with Section 
11.3 of this Act; 

"fisheries management agreement" means any agreement entered into pursuant to chapter 5 of this 
Law~ 

"Fisheries Waters" means the waters over which the Republic of Lil>eria exm:ises jurisdiction or 
sovereign rights m, peunittcd O£ declared in relevant national and imo,udional laws, and includes all 
inland Fmteries Waters including all rivers, streams, lakes. lagoons, reservoirs and ponm within the 
borders of the Republic of Lil>eria whether pennanent or not; 

"fish~ or •fisheries• means: 

(a) ooc or more stocks of fish. or parts 1hereof: which can be treated as a unit for the purposes of 
consemtioo, developmcot and n:mnagcor.ut, taking into accouot geographical, scientific, 
tr.clurical, customary, recJNtiooaJ, f'AMNRiik and oda' relevant cbaraderisrics; 0£ 

(b) any fishing for such stocb; 

''fisheries resource" means any fishery, or stock, species, or habitat of fish or part thereof; 

"fishing" means: 
(a) semching for oc taking fish; 
(b) t1re a11e11qlfed ~ for or taking of fish; 
(c) engaging in any activity which can reasonably be expected to result in the locating or taking 

offish; 

( d) placing, searching for or recovering any fish aggregating device or associated equipment 

including radio beacons; 

(e) any operation at sea in support of or i.o piq,aratiua for any activity in relation to a fishing 

vessel descnl>ed in Paragrapm (a), (b ), (c) or (d); 
(f) any use of an aireraft which is related to any activity descn'bed in Paragraphs (a), (b ), (c) or 

(d), excq>t for flights in emergencies involving the health or safety of a acw member of the 
safety of a vessel, but does not include aquaculture or the transportation of fish; 

'Fishing Mortality" means death due to fishing; death or removal of fish from a population due to 
fishing; 

"fishing port"' means a port or harbollr that is used for pmposes related to fisheries, including the 
landing Qf fish from fishing vessels, transhipment. packaging, processing and the refuelling or re­
supplying of fishing wssds, or a de~ area within a commercial port that is used for such purpose. 

"fishing vessel" means ship, boat or any type of vessel used for, equipped to be used for, or of a type 
that is norinally used for, fishing or fishing related activities.; 

"flag State" means the jurisdiction under whose laws the vessel is registered; 

"foreign fishing vessel" means any fishing vessel other than a Liberian flagged fishing vessel. 
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"gear"' in relation to fishing mcam any equi1••i0Jt. anplemeut <r olhel' item that can be used in the act 
of fishin& inclncting any net, ~ line, ~ trap, hom, fish a.ggrcgming ~ winch, boat, or craft 
or aircraft earned on bomd a vessel, or aircraft or vehicle used in a-ociafion with the act of fishing; 

.. genetic resource" includes germplasm of plants, animals or other organismr containing useful 
characters of actual or potential value, and .. genetically .. has a corresponding meaning; 

"'Government" refers to the Government of the Republic of Liberia; 

"Gross Registered Tonnage (ORT)" means the cubic capacity of the vessels internal space measured in 
tonnes; 

"high seas" means the waters beyond areas under the national jmisdiction that are not part of the 
territorial sea or the internal waters of any State; 

.. illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing" shall have the meaning given in relevant international 
instruments, including any agreement and international plan of action developed through the United 

· · . Nations Food and Agriculture Organization; 

---unport" means to bring or cause to be brought into the Republic of Liberia fish and fish related products 
from a foreign country. 

"industrial fishing" means fishing and or related activities using an industrial fishing vessel; 

"industrial fishing vessel" means any fishing vessel with an internal engine or engines and length 
above 30 meters; 

"inland fishing" means fishing in inland waters; 

"inland waters" mean all waters landward of the baseline including lakes, rivers, creeks, streams and 
their"associated wetlands; 

.. Inshore Exclusion Zone" means the area of the sea up to a distance of six (6) nautical miles from the 
baseline from which the territorial sea is measured; 

"in.temational agreement'' includes any treaty or other legally binding instrument to which the Republic 
of Liberia is Party, including bilateral, multilateral and regional agreements or arrangements; 

"intemational cooservation and managcme:nt maws---e" means a measure to conserve or manage one or 
more species of fish that is adopm. and applied coosim-:olJy ~ the tdevant mies ofi111ei oational law 
by any regional fisheries JJ181tago1owt organimioo, treaty, agrenocnt or ar.nmgement applicable to the 
Republic of Liberia; 

"landing site" means an area of land designated as a landing site in accordance with Section 9.5 of this 
Law; 

"~e driftnet" means a gillnet or other net or a combination of nets which is more than 2.5 
kilometres in length. the purpose of which is to enmesh, entrap or entangle fish; 

"Lllx:rian fishing vessel" means a fishing vessel registered by any pcnon or persons who are nationals 
o.. p, ow,cot residents of Liberia pus,18n( ~ the Mm itioe Law, Chaple£ 21 ofTitle 23, Ltl>erian Codes 
and used fur fishing piimarily in the fisheries wmm or as may be otherwise specified by Regulation; 
or any artisanal fishing vessel required to be registered pmsuaut to this Act, and that does not hold a 
registration from another State llDless exprc&ly pa 111iHcd under the laws of the Republic of Liberia; 
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"marine,. refers to all areas seaward of the baseline from which the territorial sea is measured and over 
which the Republic of Liberia exercises sovereignty or sovereign rights; 

"master", in relation to a vessel, aircraft or vehicle, means the person in command or charge, or for the 
time being in charge, or apparently in command or in charge of the vessel, aircraft or vehicle, but does 
not include a pilot on board a vessel solely for the purpose of navigation; 

"MSY'' Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) Means: the maximum theoretical and the largest average 
catch or yield that can continuously be taken from a stock under existing environmental condition 

"national" means a citizen of a particular country, typically entitled to hold that country's passport. 

"observer'' means any person or category of persons appointed as observers in accordance with Section 
11.18 of this Act; 

"operator'' means any person who is in charge of, responsible for the operations of, directs or controls 
a vessel. including the owner, charterer, master and the beneficiary of the economic or financial benefit 
of the vessel's operatiens; 

"owner" means any person exercising or disdla1giog or claiming the right or accepting the obligation 
to exercise or discharge any of the powers or duties of an owner whether on his own behalf or on behalf 
of ano1hei, and includes a persen who is the owner jointly with one or more other persons and any 
manager, oooofouf&M and ~.Y of any COlpODllion which is an owner, 

"person" means any natmal pe,:soo or legal person incJncfing husioess, eutaprisc, a cmporation, 
~ joint veuture, associatfon, coopmtivc; ~ esaate. the Govcmment or any of its 
subdivisions OI' ageocies and any foreign Govf'ffl11Jf'2Il, .is subdivisions 0£ agents, and any ~i:zm 
group of persons whether' incorporated or not; 

"pollution" means the introduction, directly or indirectly, of substances or eoer:gy into the marine or 
aquatic environment which results or is likely to result in deleterious or otherwise harmful effects or 
it:npM$ ~ fisheries resources and their habitat, marine enviromnental quality and related activities; 

''President" means the President oftlie Republic of Liberia; 

"processing'\ in relatioo. to fish, includes the wmk of cutting up, dismembering. separating parts ot: 
cleaning, filleling, sorting_ packing, loining, icing, freezing. salting, smoking, drying, cooking. canning, 
pickling or otherwise preserving or preparing fish, and ~ has a corresponding meaning; 

''public notice" means any notice given in accordance with the requirements in Section 16.2; 

"recreational fishing" means fishing for sport or pleasure and not for commercial gain. either from land 
or vessel and using authorized gear as prescnbed in regulations; 

"Recreational fishing vessel" means any vessel designed and used for recreational fishing; 

''register" means the database of infonnation collected on the owners and fishing vessels for the 
purpose of maintaining mfunnation on. the vessels and canoes operating in all areas over which the 
Republic ofLtl>eria exezcises jurisdiction or sovett.ign rights as -well as all fishing and related activities 
and any othc:1- activity or matter f.allmg within the scope of this Act. however it does not confer any 
rights associated with operating mm 1he flag of the Republic of Liberia; 

''regulations" means regulations macle under this Act; 

"related activities", in relation to fishing, includes: 
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( a) storing, transhipping, processing or transporting fish or fish products up to the time they are 
first landed; 

(b) mHhore storing. buying. or proces,ing fish or fish poducts from the time they are first landed; 
(c) refuelling or supplying fidJing vessels, selling or supplying fishing equipment or pct.fonning 

otJie,: activities in suppod of fishing operations; 
(d) exporting fish OI' fish products from the countly, and 
( e) a1ca,,,ai,13 a.. p:epa, i,ig to do any of tbe above; 

.. research fishing" means fishing for purposes of scientific research on any aspect of fish, fishing or 
fisheries in or xclating to the Fisheries Waters as provided for in regulation to this Act; 

"sell" includes: 
( a) any method of disposition fix coosidrn6oo, incbiding cash, of anything which bas value or 

which can be exchaogcd f<r cash, and barter; 
(b) disposi:tim to an agait fur sale on ~gn,,e,t, 
(c} offering OK attaop«ittg to sell. or receiving O£ having in possession for~ or displaying fur 

sale. or seoding or demering for salt; or causing or pennitting to be sold, offered, or displayed 
for sale; and 

{d) disposition by way of raffle. lottery, or other game of chance, 
and "sale" and "sold" have a corresponding meaning; 

"stock" means a species of fish or other marine life within a particular area that is treated as one unit 
for purposes of fisheries management; 

"semi-industrial fishing vessel" means a fishing vessel of length above 8 meters and not more than 30 
meters and powered by an outboard or inboard engine. 

"shark finning" means the taking of a shark, removing its fin or fins (whether or not including the tail), 
and returning the remainder of the shark to the sea; 

"shrimp vessel" is any fishing vessel equipped with an approved shrimp trawl. 

"small scale fishing" includes, for purposes of licensing, fishing using semi-industrial and artisanal 
vessels; 

"subsistence aquaculture" means aquaculture by residents of Liberia in areas to which they exert 
customary claims or and where the fish are produced exclusively for household consumption, barter or 
local market trade, unless otherwise prescnl>ed; 

"territorial sea" means the area measured from the baselines along the coast of the Republic of Liberia 
seawards to a distance of twelve (12) nautical miles in accordance with international law and as may be 
declared by the Republic of Liberia; 

'Trade' means the activity of buying, selling, or exchanging goods or services between people, entities, 
or countries 

"transhipment" means the act of transferring fish or fishery products from one fishing vessel to either 
another fishing vessel or to a vessel used for the carriage of cargo; 

"vehicle" means any car, truck, van, bus, trailer or other powered land conveyance; 
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.. vessel" means any boat, ship, h~vercraft or other water going craft, and includes fishing vessels; 

.. vessel monitoring system" or "VMS" means a satellite-based monitoring system which at regular 
intervals provides data on the location course, speed and activities of licensed fishing vessels via the 
MTU required to be fitted as a condition of licence to fish as prescribed by regulation to this Act 

. Section 1.4 Application of this Act 

1) This Act. unless the contrary intention appears, applies to: 
a. all areas over which the Republic of Liberia exercises jurisdiction or sovereign rights; 
b. all fishing and related activities and any other activity or matter falling within the scope 

of this Act; • 
c. all persons, vessels, vehicles, aircraft, export facilities or other craft or place engaged in 

or otherwise connected with any activity falling within the scope of this Act; 
d. all persons. and all vessels: 

1. in relation to the Fisheries Waters; and 
ii. in relation to areas beyond national jurisdiction: 

1. following hot pursuit initiated in the Fisheries Waters and conducted 
in accordance with international law; or 

2. as required pursuant to this Act or international conservation and 
management measures, or permitted by international law or any 
international agreement; and 

e. all Liberian fishing vessels and all persons on them or dealing with or having any 
• relevant relationship to them or persons on them, in and in relation to any areas within 

or beyond national jurisdiction in so far as this is not in conflict with the jurisdiction of 
another State. · 

2) This Act has extraterritorial application according to its provisions. 

CHAPTER 2. OBJECTIVE, PRINCIPLES AND POLICY 

Section 2.1. Objective 

The objective of this Act shall be to ensure the long-term management, conservation, development and 
sustainable use of the ·fisheries and aquaculture resources and related ecosystems for the benefit of the 
people of the Republic of Liberia. 

Section 2.2 General principles 

All autho~ties, responsibilities cµid functions under this Act shall be exercised in a manner consistent 
with the following principles: 

a. all fisheries and aquaculture resources of the Republic of Liberia, as well as the 
environment in which they exist, are a natural asset and heritage of all its people, and 
the sovereign rights, jurisdiction and consequential custody of the Government shall be 
exercised in relation to these resources for the benefit of present and future generations 
in the country as a whole; 

b. fisheries resdUrces shall be used sustainably to achieve socio-economic benefits 
including economic gro~ human resource development, employment creation and 
sound ecological balance; 
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c. maoagemem measures shall be based on the best scientific evidence available to 
maintain or restore stocks at levels capable of producing sustainable yield, as qualified 
by relevant e:nviioome,rtaJ smd ecooomic factors inclnding fishing patterns, the 
intcidq-:ndeoce of st°'*-5 and relevant intemational standards; 

d. the precautiooary and ews1s1rm approaches shall be applied to the management and 
development of the fisheri~ and aquacuJture at a standard that is equal or superior to 
agreed iDtemational standards. and that take into account the need to conserve habitats 
and biodiversity; . 

e. management measures for fishing and related activities shall minimize: 
i wastes, by-catch, discards, regulatory discards, economic discards and catch by 

lost or abandoned gear; 
ii. pollution originllting· from fishing vessels or vessels engaged in related activities; 
ill. negative impact by gear and harvesting methods on the fishery resources; and 
1v. catch of non-targeted species; 

t: resources shall be allocated consistently with international standards and, among other 
things, to promote employment and develop the fisheries and aquaculture sectors of the 
Republic of Liberia; 

g. the standard of optimum utilisation of resources shall be applied and adapted to value 
creatio0; markets and industries in relation to the fisheries and aquaculture sectors; 

h. the best available data and information conceming activiti~ ml1ing within the scope of 
this Act and fisheri~ and aquaculture resources shall be collected as appropriate and, as 
appropriate; shared, in a timely manner; 

i. over-fishing and excess capacity shall be prevented or eHminated and levels of fishing 
effort managed so they do not exceed those commensurate with sustainable use of 
fishery resources; 

j. customary fishing rights shall be recognised and access for customary fishing ensured; 

k. the interests of artisanal and subsistence fishers shall be taken into account, including 
their participation in management of their respective fisheries; 

L an Uudc2smiiding ot aod broad and aaxwHJtahlc partjcipatm by~ stakdloldcrs in the 
conservation, management, ~lopmcnt aod sustainable use of fisheries resources shall 
be promoted to the extent JDClicable; 

m. conservation and management measures, including those agreed by a regional fisheries 
maoagemeot oqp;tnizatinn in which the Republic of Ltl>eria is a member, shall be 
~ and enforced through effectiw J1IOlritmng. c:ommJ. and surveillance; 

n. measures and actions in the F AO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and other 
internationally agreed plans of actio0; guidelines and other fisheries instruments shall 
be implemented; and 

o. the Republic of Libeaa may c:ffec::tively implement intemational agreements and 
reJevant irda1wtiooal law and cooperate effc::divefy with othef' States and organisations 
in the management and development of fisheries and aquaculture. 

Section 2.3 National Fisheries an~ Aquaculture Policy 
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1) The Director General shall, take iµto account relevant economic, social and environmental 
factors, on the basis of the best available scientific information and in consultation with the 
Fisheries Advisory Council and relevant stakeholders, formulate and submit the National 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy of Liberia to the Board of Directors for their consideration. 

2) The National Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy shall take into account the objective and principles 
of this Act and include the following: 

a. an overview and assessment of the fisheries and aquaculture sectors; 
b. identification of relevant sub-regional, regional and international obligations of the 

Republic of Liberia; 
c. a policy statement and objectives; 
d.. ~ medium and loog term goals to be realised in order to ensure the conservation, 

management and mstainable use of fisheries and aquaculture resomces; and 
e. Identification ,of the impl.emeotiog environment and soategic approaches necessary to 

achieve the objecti~ 

3) The Director General shall submit the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy to the Cabinet for 
approval, and it shall be ~tted. 

4) The National Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy shall be reviewed and as necessary revised at least 
· once every five (5) years. 

CHAPTER 3. INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS 

Section 3.1 General 

The Authority is responsible for the conservation, management and development of Liberia's 
fisheries resources in accordance with this Act. 

Section3.2 Co-Management Fisheries Associations 

1) Co-Management Fisheries Associations ("Association'') may be established in accordance with 
this Act for the purpose of exercising rights and responsibilities within a designated area relating 
to information and decision-making for fisheries conservation, management and sustainable use. 

2) Any fishing community or cnmrnnni:ti.es with the same interest may apply to the Authority for the 
designation of a fisheries co-management area. which shall be an area within the Fisheries Waters 
naturally adjacent to sucli community, traditionally used by its members. The application shall be 
made in such form, and cnntaioiog such information, as may be presaibed or required by the 
Director General. 

3) The co-management area shall enter into force upon approval in writing by the Board of Directors, 
with such conditions as may be required including, inter alia., to the rights and responsibilities for 
the sharing or delegation of inf~ decision-making and other matteu within the scope of 
tmsAct. 

4) Upon the establishment of a fisheries co-management area, an Association shall adopt a 
constitution, prepared by members of the relevant fishing communities in consultation with the 
Director General. Each such constitution shall provide for the following matters: 

a. the functions and.objectives of the Association; 
b. participation in the planning, design and implementation of co-management activities; 
c. authority for monitoring, control, surveillance, and evaluation: 
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d. the fisheries managr:ment iaea of die Association; 
C. priorities for fisherie., management, including speci~ 
f a ~ and timclinc for the deYelopmeot aod implementation of co-management 

fisheries management plans and the adoption of fisheries management measures; 
g. legal or administrative redress for violatiom of fisheries management measwcs; 
h. in association with the Authority and any other relevant go,1eoooeo:t ~ that the 

Authority may designate, the coilection, administration, disposition of and accounting 
for fines and prx:urriznypmalties; 

i membctsbip of the Association, which shoo1d include persons engaged in all aspects of 
the fisheries sector; 

j. officers and other lesdership of the Association; 
k. IDCdin&' Qf the Associatioo; 
L budget amt financial 1mt1as of die Associatillll 
m.. decision making within the Association; 
n. by-laws and other subsid!8[Y instreme:uts; and 
o. any other matter, c:oosisteut with the objecti~ and principles of this Act and other laws 

of the Republic of.Liberia, tbat may be n:quired or approved by the Boa:cd of Directors. 

5) Upon acceptance by the proposed members of the Association, the constitution of the Association 
shall be submitted to the Director General for approval, and shall enter into force upon such 
approval 

6) The Association shall develop a fisheries management plan as soon as practicable after the 
establishment of the fisheries co-management area. 

7) The Association shall, where it takes any fisheries management measure or adopts any fisberits 
management plan in accordance with its constitution, notify, in writing, the Authority, within one 
{I) week, and, if any such measure or plan is incoomsteot with broadt.r- objectm:s of fisheries 
conservation and mamgement, the Din:ctor General may declare it to be inoperative and without 
c:ffcct and shall provide reasons to the Association for bis/her- decision. 

8) The designation of a fisheries co-management area may be ca:ocelled, OI" the defioitinu and 
deman:ation of the area cbaoged, at the request of the local CCNOO•Wity through the same 
procedures as the designation of such area, and any such caoccllation or ~ge shall be by notice 
published in a newspaper in accordance with Section 18.2. 

9) ~ designation of a fisheries co-management management area may be caoccl1ed by the Director 
Genenl or Board of Directors upon advice of the Directof' General or the coouunnity. as 
~ where there has not been compliaoce with 1bc team of the constitution, or that it is 
otheryiise in the interest of the fisheries 0009Clntion and management to cancel the designation. 

l 0) The Authority shall, to the exteot po.cml>Je, provide eadl Association with: 

a. guidance for fisheries conservation and managemmt, and the ptepm:ation of fisheries 
management plam; 

b. u:clmical support, including as,ismnre with recotd keeping; 
c. ~ and guidance for datalinfoanation collection for agreed use by Association 
~ and the Authority; 

d. relevaot fisheries legal instrumcots an«I amcndmmts; ad 
c. training and capacity tiuildiog in fisheries management. 

11) The Director General may approve the delegation of the following information and decision­
making authorities and responsibilities to an Association established under this section and may 
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•· 
require the Association to coordinate with, or receive approval by the Director General in any such 
matter: 

a. talcing specified fisheries management measures; 
b. designating persons who may cooperate with fisheries inspectors or the police to 

promote enforcement of the management measures, subject to approval by the Director 
Gene~ 

c. monitoring fisheries activities; and 
d. such other authority as the Director General may approve, consistent with the 

objective and principles-0fthis Act and other laws of the Republic of Liberia. 

-12) The contravention of a management measure in an Association's fisheries management plan or 
entry into a co-management area in contravention of the plan or constitution of an Association by 
any person: 

a. other than persons engaged in industrial, semi-industrial or artisanal fishing, shall be an 
offence punishable by a fine and/or penalty levied in accordance with the constitution of 
the relevant Association. 

b.. engaged in or~ with industrial, ~-indnst:cial or artisanal fishing lJF related 
activities shall be punishable as non-compliance with this Act pursuant to Section 9.1, 
provided that such portioo. of the moneys received by way of fines. administrative 

. determinations or othec settleme:ot for such offences, as may be prescribed in regulatiom 
or contained in the constitution of the relevant Association, shall be paid to the relevant 
Association and in additioo. compensation shall be paid by the offender oo. conviction to 
the~ .. for any financial loss incm:red as a resuh of such llOIKOlllpliance. • 

13) Any fines or other pecuniary penalties received by an Association pursuant to Subsection 12 shall 
be collected, administered, disposed of and accounted for in accordance with its constitution. 

Section 3.3 Fisheries Advisory ~ouncil 

1) The Director General shall. within one (I) year of the effective date of this Act, appoint members 
to a Fisheries Advisorv Council 

2) The function of the FISb.eries Advisory Council shall be, to advise the Director General on policy 
and related rnattns conceming the conscnation, management, sustainable utilisation and 
development of fisheries and aquaculture within and, in accordance with international law and 
agreemen1s and this Act, beyond 1he FJSbcries Watas, including, itJteJ-alia: 

a. sustainable management of fisheries resomces and ecosystems, including fisheries 
management plans and strategies; -

b. aquaculture development plans and strategies; 
c. promotion of investment in the fisheries sector, and enhancement of value addition, 

marketing, post-harvest practices and fish trade; 
d. · fisheries and aquaculture policy; 
e. proposals for ~ and research projects to be funded under the FISberies and 

Aquaculture Management" and Development Fund; 
f. inter-sectoial cooperation and collaboration on fisheries management; and 
g. such other matters within the scope of this Act which may be refened to it by the Director 

General or a member of the Fishery Advisory Council. 

3) The provisions of the First Schedule of this Act shall have effect with respect to the ·constitution, 
appointment and procedures ·of the Fisheries Advisory Council. 
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CHAPTER 4. FISHERIES CON~ERVATION, MANAGEMENT AND SUSTAINABLE USE 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

Section 4.1 Conservation aiad m~agemmt measures 

1) In giving diect to its :resp:11Sihilitfos fur fisheries cooservation and maoagemeot pmsuant to this 
Act, the Authority shall develop and recommend to the Boani of Directon, the implementation, 
monitoring and enfoftenlC"ffl c,f conse:rwt:ion and management measures DeCe$S8lY to ensure the 
long-term su.omrinahl,: use of fisheries rewu:n:es i:u aaxadance with the, ptinciples of fisheries 
maoagemeot set out in section 2.2 of this Act. 

2) The Boani of Directors shall determine the cooservation and management mcaswes taking into 
account the recommendations of the Authmity. Such measures may include the total allowable 
catch and/or total applied fishing effort to be allocated in any year to any fisheries sub-sector and 
the meam of imp1en:wilalicci of SUC:f. n:aeasura. including by: 

a. the granting of 6s}ring rights _to artisanal fishers; 
b. determining quotas for total allowable fish catch by species in accordance with this 

Act; 
c. applying such other measures, rules and standards consistent with this Act that may 

be approved by the Board of-Directors and published by the Authoritv. 

3) The Director Geoeml may require fishing rights to be granted as a prerequisite fur liceose . 
issuance fur artisana1 fisheries, in accordance with such requirements as may be presa1~ and 
may dew wioe the use of a particular type of ~l or gear, or area of fishing, to which a right 
may be subject. The period of a fishing right shall not exceed 15 years, after which it shall 
automatically temrinate and revert back to the State to be reallocated in accordance with relevant 
Laws and Regulations. -

4) Conservation and management measures detmninoo by the Authority shall without prejudice to 
the jurisdiction and sovereign rights of'the Republic ofLil>eri.a over resources in the Fisheries 
Waters, take into acoount measures .for the same stock or stocks of fish, or associated or 
dependent species, established fur high seas fisheries by a sub-regional or regional organisation or 
ammgemcot to which the Republic ofl.11,cria is party or cooperating non-party. 

5) Conservation and management meaSllrl:S shall be developed take into account best available 
scientific advice and consultations~ saabholders, and may be implemented inter a1ia through 
Fisheries Managemcm: Plans, regulations. public notia; as a condition of licence, in writing, or 
otherwise as provided in this Act. 

Section 4.2 Fisheries Management Plans 

1) The Director General shall cause to. be drawn up Fisheries Maoagemc,>t Plans for any fishery or 
area in the FJS!aies Waters and shall eosme consultation with relevant stakeholders, including, as 
appropriate, the Fisheries Advisory Comicil in the development of each Plan. 

2) A Fisheries Management Plan shall apply to all persons, all vessels and all fishing and related 
activities. 

3) Each Fisheries Management Plan s~ be consistent with the objective and principles of this Act 
and shall: -

• 
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a identify the characteristics of the fisheries resource(s) and the area, including as appropriate 
the 

i. current status of the fisheries and the resource; 
ii. current state of exploitation; 
iii. relevant fishing methods and practices; 
iv. boundaries of any relevant area; and 
v. relevant regional and international context; 

b. identify the management objectives and strategy for the fishery; 
c. as appropriate, identify development strategies for the fishery; 
d. specify the management measures to be applied to the fishery; 
e. specify arrangements for the monitoring and review of the Fisheries Management Plan; and 
f as appropriate, provide for any other matter necessary for the conservation, management 

and sustainable use of the fishery. 
g. Specify ammgement for the collection and collation of fisheries catch and effort data 

4) Each Fisheries Management Plan, and each revision of a Fisheries Management Plan, shall be 
submitted to the Board of Directors for approval. 

5) Upon approval by the Board of Directors and the giving of due public notice by the Authority, the 
management measures in each Fisheries Management Plan shall be deemed to have the legal 
status of a regulation pursuant to this Act. 

6) The Authority shall give due public notice of each Fisheries Management Plan. 

7) A Fisheries Management Plan shall have no effect to the extent that it is inconsistent with this 
Act. 

Section 4.3 Inshore Exclusion Zone 

I) The Inshore Exclusion Zone shall be reserved solely for the use of subsistence, artisanal and semi­
industrial fishing activities. A number of shrimp, cephalopods and other coastal species trawlers in 
line with best scientific evidence may be licensed to operate beyond 4 nautical mile (NM) using 
approved fishing gears/nets. 

2) No person shall in the Inshore Exclusion Zone: 
a. engage in fishing or related activities other than for subsistence, artisanal or semi­

industrial :fishing; 
b. use unapproved beach seine gear. 
c. cany out fishing or related activities in connection with an industrial fishing vessel, 

including by using canoe support vessels or by any other means; or 
cl carry out fishing or related activities otherwise than in accordance with this Act 

3) No industrial fishing vessel, other than shrimp, cephalopods and other coastal species trawlers as 
indicated in Subsection (1), shall in the Inshore Exclusion Zone: 

a. engage in fishing or related activities, either by direct or indirect means; 
b. navigate, except for purposes of proceeding directly to port. 

4) A person who contravenes Subsection (2) or (3) commits an offence and shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 
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Section 4.4 Fishin2 zones 

The Authority may, in accordance with the objective and principles of this Act, by public notice in 
accordance with Section 18.2, establish marine and inland fisbing zones based upon, inter alia: 

L wssd~ 
b. engine use; 
c. engine size or horsepower; 
d. fishing gear 
e. the period and/or duration of the fishing trip; and/or 
f other criteria it deems appropriate, 

and shall ensure that such zones comply with the requirements in Section 4.3 relating to the Imhore 
Exclusion Zone. 

Section4.5 Fisheries conservation and management measures 

1) Fisheries consenation and management measures may be prescribed or imposed by public notice 
in accordance with Section 18.2, including measures that. inter alia: 
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iL by JICl5llilS odJertJama tp"l3fiNldamafCIMMS; « 
iii bJ, ,rm.ls ada'data 110 i6cd&a!IISof wswls, 

j. p:ohtit die pr t .. -5*.. 1 f sg "'iM:, m: ;,,,, p · F « c:q,art of fish m of fisb 
iDc1udcd in a spca6ed Jass of fisla: 

k.. ·prohibit tllc ac of pmt 1D &Jwiec vessels fiJr IMrfing, bwwhiwmg. perhging. <Jr 

proressiug'Jffilllmhadlr.r-pmta:anzc: irlu+fwc. :..r--.refidling...t 1aapplyiug, 
owio«aauce ad~ 

L pnl•iJwl apc:DUBfilllJlmilg mJwrni.sgilllllis p a • --aria.his dmgt: ina 'W3id, in my 
Fnh:riesWalas_.a t Oya J °] 4afasp+i&.,.ltial:ti:r1:ltiagfilltdatisin.e:u:x:ss 
of a q.w•i•y sp,:mol io, c. WWW1 • J,k • providal ia, 1he DDlice; 

m. p:ooihitthe OWNM1 of.1A spec:ifial lJPC of tdak:dadiwity: 
i. ahso\dely; 

23 



u. by pexsons other than a specified class of petSOOS; or 
m. in a specified manner~ 

n. prob.toit the taking of protected or endangered species of :fish; and 
o. otherwise fall within the scope of this Act and are consistent with its objective and 

principles. 

2) Any person who ron1ravenes a conservatio.n and management measure taken pmsoant to 
Subsection (l) commits an offence and shalt be liable, upon conviction, to a tine not exceeding 
the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not exceeding 
five yeazs or both. 

Section4.6 

PART 2 - PROHIBITIONS 

Use of bar.mfid fishing teclmiq11e5 and gear prollibited 

I) No -person shall: 

a.. use. permit to be used or attempt to use fishing gear that has not been authorized by a 
valid and applicable.license issued pmsuant to this Act for the pmpose of fishing; 

b. use. permit to be used or attempt to use the method of pair trawling for the purpose of 
lisbing; 

c. use~ permit to be used or attempt to use explosive, bomb, fireacms, lights or other 
~lectrical devices or poison 9r other noxious substance for the purpose of fishing, 
including stunning, disabling, stupefying, destroying, catching or killing fish, or in any 
way rendering fish to be caught more easily; or 

d. carry on boaro. a vessel, transport or have in bis/her possession or control any fishing 

gear, explosive. bomb, firearm, lights or other electrical devices, l)Oison or other noxious 
sobs1ance for any pmpose ~ferred to in subparagrapbs (a), {b) and (c). 

2) No person shall import, sell. use, possess or have control of 

a. any net the mesh size of which does not eonform to the minimum mesh size prescribed in 
regulations; 

· b. any monofilament net; _ 
c. any gear tbat does not confmm to the standarm prescnoed for that type of gear~ or 
d. any gear that is not authorised pursuant to this Act. 

3) No person shall land, receive, sell or take possession of any fish which he/she knows or has 
reasonable cause to believe has been taken using a fishing technique of the type described in 
Subsection (1) or using any gear of the type des-cribed in Subsection {2). 

4) No person shall: 

a. remove, haul, empty, cast adrift or otherwise interrere with any fishing gear or other 
equipment belonging to another person without the consent of that person; 

b. place any object in the water, or promote any activity in a manner so as to obstruct a lawful 
fishing operation being carried out by another pason; 

C. "destroy, damage, move Dr ~tcr the posinon of any lawful gear or other fisbing equipment 
or any part thereof or thing attached thereto; or 

d. remove fish .from any lawful gear belonging to another person without the pennission of 
that person. 
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5) Unless tbc- contraiy is proved, any person who is f01md in possession of any explosive, bomb, 
poison or any device capable of producing an electric shock on or near the fishery waters shall be 
presumed to be undertaking an unlawful activity contrary to this Act 

6) .Aayprr,m ..,.,..,e+ ; ,Sf I II liw+{J). (2J..(3)«(-4)o ws a.. ufiw .adll{Xn 
e&ao:idic.., .alrail kli.lllle,l!ra.fiae..-CR c, li;;g Ac MG i- 11 • J A• ;;'iJ,e,d ii 6c. Stnwl 
SdoJ,i, cwalmaoJit,wwis---·etemtCM n---rliMg'1111:eJ1BS•ladt,,aad6e&ln• wadaad 
JPi. w:d.iatle-tA rad•.fisJicallaadsillllllenwfi-A ti, i-iili l.rrclcsfroJcd. 

Stttila4-1 Slilll:lifiillllii.illCE p1 I 7 ·; • 

1) "Illillscr:tintwin.ilaam'afia,1Dallp:sSN*'<.aiJ-C ... P M&x:i-1 W" g,:tiditswJdeiDaJI 
am 1llll1a: •• el jw-is& ••w af Gr lti::,4ilic; afl..-.ia_. iw l!wJiug ille:Yate,ies Wafl:ls..aad lo 
aJl}CNw;-tlSillgal ilw::;;a§ar B~Dr•t w&f " g:diwilia::siaanz.la.jGiid-ewwf 
jmisdidim 

2) No person shall: 
a. without a valid and applicable license or authorization issued under this Act, engage in 

commercial fishing for sbarlcs; 
b. engage in shark finning; 
c. possess, store, tr:anshi_p or land, or attempt to transbip, land, buy or sell any: 

1. sb.ack fin (including the tail) that is not naturally attached to the whole 
corresponding carcass; 

ii. species of shade, in whole or in part, that is prohibited by an international 
conservation and management measure to be retained on board, transhipped, 
stored or oQierwise; or • 

d. pi&llla.-..:ar• rd-'1,hellllr:d.a11xe,..mJlaoak.h6ctwpose«fi4i..g 

3) 'Die~+»•- 111d iiiiii1ti .,r cac11 fid" wg w:ssc1 -n i:Jcw. QC c::aasc 1o 1r me • ay 
tptt itsaf daddllltis glF. h-.liicL fi I · g · -.mrp0 ·s a1 .. am.a. 1e ;;ilie aliccG.: shak 
i,.J-1 gl,t,eli pfe41cwai:a.am1-•-211a1--116atiitWlk••lillle--tn&:slakas 
1--ssiNe . 

4) .A.YJTpr:um ..,_ • -wf•wwws ,Sul!PC'1iem ~•(l}< ;,, ..mofi a c 111111.,..~ shall 
beliatill:.b-afiwe~ac • 5 n• · mc:t::- aih tl•tkStoetlSdnlale«a term. 
ofn-t@i-- Aalfcs,er§g?111sjlml.'S•,...__,.€J"gw:ad..,ftFSmnfin1he 
offi&:e.-1 all fish.ca._.slllll be bat 

Section 4.8 Damage, destruction to and interference with fishing gear, vessel, person 
probJoited 

. 
l) No person shall, using a vessel,-wilfully, negligently, recklessly or otherwise damage, 
destroy, interfere with, endanger~ injure oT cause loss of life in respect of 

a. any fishing gear that he/she does not own or use or that is not associated with such vessel; 
b. any otherv~el and/orperson{s) thereon; or 
c: any person(s) on any other vessel or otherwise in the Fisheries Waters. 

2) Where a vessel becomes entangled with fixed fishing gear or other object referred to in 
Subsection (1), the master shall: 

a. TPYk:stake f&N ,ij i..;i&-.•111e,•m•sm't•lf=pn; 
b. whc:rr pwtii al+ldlloldleae--1Dtiir:sa;aaadlagtlicpnsilic-1, and 
c. .mae a.fidl.n:pmt ofdae iw:ilew«ada:p- .._&., I • 'la-to ta: Dira:aa Gmaal. at the 

earJiest CftMWhwrity. 

25 



- ------~-----

3) Where events ref~ to in Subsection {1) or {2) occw-, the master shall immediately: 

a. undertake to minimiu any damage~ 
b. where any person has been injured or harmed in any way: 

m 11511:a:sa:itp:nat iiam • sea; 
l'.Gl> &. •• •• ~rn L. iiscaiY = "1 -» ~ i8GM!BSl5:... ~nee&IYU& •catw:t*, .._ 
(iii) --..._diu:a:d;! ID ~amlsa:1.lidin mnlinJ bt-1M1Ci9fi;, 

C. vfa.lC6m:msflccn.adr:alfiafap,,n:.. U!i!.UWCAdEboilyaadboagil.~topod; and 
cd Q:C@ptfy JDJBb: a~ R!Pmt ralffbe iitv,iiM .-l ~ tillkca. ii)> iiim?Ja: 1D ts. DiR:dm 

Gcnaal 

4) A pc:DAfl ~..;.u.mtRPCD.Q, Sol>BB1LdicH1 (!). (lJ <Dr(3) «uoc@'itt;,.. w1ltwe ..a sld be Qalilc an 
aan:icaiaaoafille_,cwvf g"!lle - ...,__iwl•tllcSt:uwlSdwakA mtoa 
lr:IDI oT -,•iiMM+wMr a'6 mNtfixt: .fi\!le Jl2IS ar !,ad,. aid iii asHilim 6at pnon. lfm1 fidly 
IIMifM5rii&~Oll!lll:l'OC4lfilbB(~Qf&,bc&},i,1ffFIIC.fm~,dritt!ll,8e«:BlHJ't!dllilldh-&.llilt 
Mf+e1g tim;my-lij 1exf p:mm a.. •a•-• WJBP rJi. al c:::-;w mr s, illljmyamlas 4.¥•11.-M loss 
cf ap,Wilifl "'If.iii; aai 4lr: alalir: ,1_,,,.,,_ willD4iaf a 1' awsrvpe I ,e(ff dir; aaiml &If 
•AMijiCl\'SIINMt D Jms ofJilie mtJcss dae..n ...dli. 8ClPf dflllllLOJal:. 

a. in. the case of fishing, gear> that the peISOn who owned or used the :fishing gear at the relevant 
time did not hold a valid and applicable licence required pursuant to this Act; or 

b_ · ta= dacwwg;, desl•w$ion, ••dnfnewe: • a:!ntp1IMl\4 tuek. pJme im. m. m 'whete ti= 
p:ss-(-s) -~1llif' cw,n1 ,m.«»EIP p«MJCS WIK lqp111J, cw.W tobe•1hllltimc 
amJ lit VB illml \1\t"JtH&ll.ifiJypmifik: Ito di:ia:t_'da: fiA- ig §m" U[ w:sa:i '11111 ay td£:WWWil 
£.I.- g..-was .. nwl:nlin.M>a-da-wa: .nlh.11tr.lDfDlCIICl'51,VSIW4fati&Ad.. 

5) Each person making a claim for compensation pursuant to Subsection ( 4) shall do so within 
thirty (30) days as of the day the damage, destruction, interference or endangerment occurred, and 
shall produce all available evidence. 

Section4,9 Prohibition on leaving.or abandoning objects in the sea 

1) No person shall dump gear, moorings and other objects in the sea. or leave unnecessarily or 
abandon such objects in the sea or on the seabed if they may adversely affect fish or other marine 
organisms, impede harvesting operations, damage haxvesting gear or en~er vessels. 

2) Anypcrmn &,Wllbaft&CS S;+hw:-:tm (l)C>CIMbtias.-. tAffiwti#:.tmd1ip111Cl.tD»'.ittmli:ild be 
liabklara :fim:IIDf a• t:tting-fit,, t-e-- M decwifwlia alieSec@wwl Si lnl4 ara tmn 
of''iO+JM •WiiiUCidl J&Ut ¢ M o:»fi115-a •Mwfw Wlldft. Jsir a\&W., .aypa:MMI tJat-a:fs" .m 
UMlltavmiuD.'6Slhntita (1) s1aD cbnip oru::mowelk.a::k:mllCJljo:w ts 

Section 4:10 Prohibitions relating to driftnet fishin2 

l) No person shall in the Fisheries Waters engage in, support or assist any driftnet fishing activities 
involving use, intended use or possession of a large-scale driftnet, or use or permit a vessel to be 
used for such activities. 

2) No pcum arw:ssd.slallialk£-4ocs Wam-fTllFF ~ YIJ d....-atillilt-.,. fi.f iag ..-related 
aeti:v:itics.ilrtm'Wiag1151; • I '&ISIC or FEW ssiaoC»ei§ • • af"aJcngdl less dim.a ~e 
dmifl\wf ~-a1& r a- A - - Jaiaf l iN>W GS- it; 1.iids.-1 ,_,.., 'lal6ooaJs or 
thoseJ*"scw ...illldle~1oliw:in 'ilnia•- we:-fislring.ia.dacnslnie:s watas. 
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3) No -person shall permit, use or assist a vessel, being registered pnrsuant to the laws of the 
Republic of Liberia, to participate in or provide support to any driftnet fishing in areas beyond 
national jurisdiction of the Republic of Liberia. 

4) Any person who contravenes Subsection (1), (2) or (3) commits an offence and upon conviction 
shaµ be liable for a tine not exceeding the maximum amount described m. the Second Schedule or 
a term of imprisonment not exceeding three years or both, and the fishing vessel and gear used in 
the offence and all f:tsh on board shall be forfeited. 

Section 4.11 Obstruction or impeding fish passage prohibited 

l) No person shall permanently (not more than one month) obstruct, impede or cause to be 
obstructed or impeded. tbe passage of fish in any inland Fisberies Waters in the Republic of 
Liberia, where such passage has occurred naturally over a period of time. 

2) Any person who contravenes Subsection (1} commits an offence and upon conviction shall be 
liable. for a fine not exceeditig the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term 
of imprisonment not exceeding twelve months or both and may be ordered to restore the free 
passage of fish ano make compensation for any loss or damages to persons who depended upon 
the fish as a source of livelihood and food security. 

Section 4.12 Unauthorized introduction of genetically modified species of f'ISb prohibited 

1) No person shall introduce or cause to introduce into the Fisheries Waters any genetically modified 
species of fish with.Olli written ~on from tbe Director General and such other licence or 
permission as may be required. 

l) Any person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and upon conviction shall be 
liable foI a fine not exceeoing tbe maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term 
of imprisonment not exceeding twelve months or both. 

Section 4.13 Prohibited activities relating to fish or fish products taken contrary to the laws 
of another State 

1) No person shall, with.in Liberia or iri the Fisheries Waters, on their own account or any other 
capacity: 

a) cause or permit a person acting on bis/her behalf; or 
b) use or permit a vessel tq engage in fishing or related activity, to take, import, export, 

transbip, lane, transport, sell, receive, acqujre or buy any fish or fish product taken, possessed, 
transported or sold in violation of any law or regulation of another State or of international 
~awi~mas.wes. 

2) This section does not apply to fish taken on the high seas contrary to the law of another State 
where Liberia does not recognise the jurisdiction of that State over those fish. 

3) A -person who contravenes Subsection {l) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding the maximmn amount described in the Second Schedule or to a tenn of 
imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

Section 4.14 Prohibitions of protected or endangered fish species 
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l) The Board of Directors may, by publication in accordance with Section 18.2, declare as protected 
or enoangered any fish whlcb are designated as endangered by international agreement or on 
recommendation by the Director General or the Fishery Advisory Council. 

2) Management measures in relation to protected or endangered species may be taken in accordance 
with a Fisheries Management Plan or otherwise in accordance with this Act. 

3) No person shall take, land, display for sale, sell, deal in, transport, receive, buy or possess any fish 
or fis'n product aedareo as endangered in accordance with this section. 

4) Any person who contravenes Subsection (3) commits an offence and upon conviction shall be 
Ii.able for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule, or a term 
ot·~rmit~fm:e years.. mhodi, 3Dd in atifition. thc fim or fish products shall 
be fu, Ct,itt,d, 

PART J - CONSERVATION AND PROTECTION OF THE MARINE AND AQUATIC 
ENVIRONMENT 

Section 4.15 Measures for the protection of the Fisheries Waters 

l) No person shall prepare for the introduction of, attempt to introduce or introduce into the 
Fisheries Waters, directly, inclirect'ly, deliberately or accidentally, any deleterious substance, 
including substances which may have toxic, hazardous or other harmful properties or effects in 
Klaoon tu fish ormc mume ffiiinuliil.tD'.. amf ,micfl may adw:rsdy aflcct the h3bi1at or health of 
tbemh. 

2) Apctson who contravenes Subsection (1) is guilty of an offence and shan be liable on conviction 
to fine not exceeding the maximum prescribed in the second schedule or to a term of 

l) The Aulkw•y~ inmmult:abrn with 1bc Fu1ii:Sby ~ ~ .. Eu.w.ittMNtada] 
1'1~ Agem't:y. ~ of"Mme3 a.l'ld Ena:09 li'hcria Marifu:ue Anffwttify amt Ministry of 
Defena as,~ May,. wi& flre OOj.~ wf c:t1wiw!\t~ mBWJWi 1111:nn, and\ S4•s1ainabre use 
of fisheries ut:Sulliia:s,, by Nolice in the G,rrq,,ap,_ dtd:are my .a of thf; Fislnies Waters and 
adjaan~ ~ pwlitdtd 3feas ~my~~ to be Special Management Areas 
ford»:- pAfNSCQ£. 

a. implementation of conservation and management measures; 
b. protecting or regenerating fisheries resources and marine ecosystems including breeding 

grounds and flora or fauna under threat of extinction; 
c. promoting scientific study and research; 
d.. pteserving and ennancing the natura} beauty of such an area; 
e. community co-management; 
f promoting sustainable livelihoods for [oca[ fishing communities; and/or 
g. other purposes in accordance with the objectives and principles of this Act. 

2) The notice declaring the Sp~ial Management Area shall specify the: 

a. area; 
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b. boundaries; 
C. purpose; 
d. objective; 
e. mandate for total or partial regulation; 
f. . management measures; 
g. decision-making responsibilities; 
h. procedures for the coordination of stakeholders; 
i. procedures for conflict resolution; 
j. procedures fur monitoring and review, and 
k. fines and penalties. 

3) A person who undertakes fishing in a Special Management Area in contravention of the public 
notice u.nder this section sha» be guilty of an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not 
exceeding the maximum proscribed or imprisonment for a term of ten (10) years or both fine and 
imprisonment and the fish or fish products, and gear shall be forfeited. 

Section 4.11 CoDaboration on establishing protected areas for rivers, lakes and wetlands 

l) The Authority may consult with the Environment Protection Agency pursuant to section 75(1) 
of the 2001 Environmental Protection and Management Law of the Republlc of Liberia, to 
promote the issuance of guidelines and prescription of measures for the protection of rivers, 
lakes, and wetlands. 

2) The Aadwwity may,. in mllahw.a1ia.n wi1h the &wix1M111e-4 hu&o;tiqp. ~ wl afla 
c:rmsuftarioos 'llll'idJ. 1hc FJSberics Advisoq Ouoctl .llOd relevaot C4MWA••mi6es,, propose ahal any 
aruafamer._ il:aeGt"~ ~~aPt:Oioc:liai At.a io.a:xu:.~'Wiil'h.1be pmvisiuus 

. of scdm 7S(3) oftbc i.J Eat2c 7 f f\6'tmw --'Mwat;madLo.oftlu: •qe:Nic 
efLillm& 

Section 4.18 Fisheries lmpai:t Assessments 

1) Any person, Ministry or Agency planning to conduct any activity that: 

a. does not fall within the soope of this Act; 
b. is likely to have a significant adverse impact on the fisheries resources of Liberia; 

and/or 
c. is listed in Annex l of the 2003 Environment Protection and Management Law of the 

RepuhJic of Liberia, 

shall inform the Director General of such plan and consult with her/him prior to the 
commencement oftb.e planned activity. 

2) The Director General shall, in collaboration with the Environment Protection Agency and 
talcing into account the environmental impact assessment requirement of the 2003 Environment 
Protection and Management Law of the Republic of Liberia, require that such person, 
Ministry or Agency: · 

a. conduct'an assessment of the likely impact of such activity on the fisheries resources 
of the Republic of Liberia; 

b. identify means of avoiding or mitigating such adverse impacts; and 
c. take into account the outcomes of (a) and (b) in the planning and implementation of 

such activity. · 
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CHAPTERS. FISHERIES AGREEMENT AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 

Section 5.1 Fisheries Access Agreement 

1) The Director General shall act on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Liberia and in 
accordance wi1h the provisions of this Act, and any applicable international agreement, national 
policies and strategies, taking into account the advice of the Licensing Committee, permit 
access to foreign fishing vessels'in the Fisheries Waters for fishing or fishing related activities. 

2) Fisheries access may be granted, and licences or authorizations may be issued in accordance 
with Subsection (1) pursuant to: 

a. such intemati01;1al agreement, fisheries partnership agreement, joint venture or other 
written agreement or arrangement setting out the terms and conditions of fisheries 
access as are required pursuant to this Act and additional terms and conditions as 
may be recommended by the Director General with: 

1. States or regional economic integration organisations; 
ii. any fishing ~sociation or similar body; 

111. a publicly incorporated company; or 
1v. such other persons or bodies as the Board of Directors considers appropriate; 

and/or 

b. an access right granted by the Director General in consultation with the Board of 
Directors taking into account the provisions of Subsections (1) and (2) in accordance 
with such conditions as he/she may require and as may be prescribed, including the: 

1. maximum number of such rights to be granted for a given period of time; 
n. maximum period of time during which such right can be held; 
m. fishery or fisheries to which access applies; 
1v. qualifications of applicants for such rights; 
v. procedures f1>~ ~pplication fur such rights; 

vi. criteria for the grant of such rights; 
vn. conditions for the use of such rights; 

vm. transferability of sucb rights; and 
ix. conditions for the cancellation or revocation of such rights; and/or 

. c. a determination by the Board of Directors, on the recommendation of the Director 
General that each V!!Ssel meets the requirements under this Act for licence issuance, 
including the standards for licence approval in section 10.3 and such other requirements 
ilia\ may be prescnoed or required by national policy or by notice in the Gazette, and: 

1. the vessel, its operator, master and beneficial owner have not engaged in or 
were not reasonably suspected to have engaged in illegal, unreported or 
unregulated fishing in any place during the five-year period prior to application 
for the license; and 

u. the Board of Directors determines there are clear benefits to Liberia for issuing 
such a licence. 

3} Fisheries access granted pursuant to Subsection (2) shall not be more than five years and be 
subject to the terms and conditions in this Act and such other conditions as may be required by 
the Board of Directors on th~ advice of the Director General. 

30 



4) The fees, charges and other levies for each proposed arrangement, right and licence for fisheries 
~ shall maximize benefits to the Republic of Liberia and be deterlllllJcd in accordance 
with the following: 

a. the estimated economic value of the fisheries to the other party; 
b. the estimated value of the fisheries to the Republic of Li~ 
c. international standards for payments for fisheries access for relevant species and 

fishing Illeth<,m; and 
d. other required costs and benefits to the Republic of Liberia, 

except that such fee or benefits shall not include development assistance or benefits that are 
unrelated to the value of the fisheries access. 

5) Fisheries access shall be permitted solely for pmposes of fishing or fishing related activities in 
the Liberian Exclusive Economic Zone or at a designated port. 

6) No licence or other authorization for fishing or fishing related activities shall be issued to a 
foreign fishing vessel unless fisheries access has been granted in accordance with this Act. 

Section 5.2 Fuheries Access Agi:eement Review 

1) Fisheries access shall, if agreed for more than one year, be subject to annual renewal based on 
a review which shall as~ess, inter alia: 

a. the compliance by the other party with the laws of Liberia and the terms of the 
access agreement, arrangement, right, licence or authoriz.ation; 

b. the realized benefits to Liberia under the access agreement or arrangement for the 
preceding year; 

c . the estimated value of the continuing fisheries access provided; and 

d. such other matters as may be prescribed or required by the Board of Directors in 
accmtkmcewuh this Act. 

.l) FitwtfiiiSfflml:IIF.1111111!J'B tttm1i111111wlcmitp11d\nlhliWJ limei,y161e~ att.Oidwg 
Ql)S1l:mm><m~;·wrteieC~~._~JRlJ-"Wi!i. ili.s Ad ..-auy omec 
1cqair~ h Maia ca:ss_, and~....,. paty sba1I be pwr.n 1us-•uik -iotia of such 
1HiiG•MMM CJt' Sill!il- ;i.;a io em:ae 111a: p.uiipl lt:11 · c .. of J.:sJii«Pg m Wring n:lated 
aclivitiEs... 

3) Fisheries access may be suspended or otherwise limmn by "the Director General on the advice 
of the Council or Committee that continued fishing at current levels would pose a risk to the 
fish stocks based on a pn:camiooary approach, or on such other ground for suspension or 
limitation as may be specified in this Act. 

4) Suspension of fisheries access or fishing in accordance with Subsection (2) or (3) may be for 
such time or until such oonditions are met as the Director General may require. 

SectionS.3 Requirements for joint venture and charter agreements and Fishing rights 

1) No agreement governing joint ventures, or the chartering of any foreign fishing vessel for 
fishing or fishing related activities within or beyond the fishery waters, whether or not it 
involves changing the registration of the vessel. shall be valid unless and until it is approved by 
the Diiector Genera\ 
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2) A joint venture or charter agreement may be approved only where the following :requirements 
are fuUy met: 

a. a charter agreement vests operational control of the foreign fishing vessel in a Liberian 
citizen, resident or registered CO'ffil)any; 

b. the joint venture or charter agreement provides clearly identifiable benefits with no 
adverse effects- to Liberia, its fisheries or its marine environment, including: 

i. development of the Liberian fishing industry; 
u. training of Liberian citiz.ens; 

m. foreign exchange-earnings for Liberia; 
1v. investment in Liberia; 
v. landing and domestic distribution activities; and 

Vl. develo~ment of export activities; 

c . establishment of a company under the Associations Law of Liberia with specified 
ownership, corurol and equity 'by Liberian citizens; 

d. the joint venture, charter agreement, right or vessel approved under this Act, shall be 
in full compliance with all applicable-laws of the Republic of Liberia; 

~ - fN»,,~QMi{JM!\t ~~~ fflinminm\:1WtMc~~D-,ifl,l'J0ti$ ~ tmljl.im;. 
that an ••• ial aNigali--. or the '-+ lidia« ~ will be mr:t p.:un.-i,, and 
~ - mdmclmg pa.yma:t or an fas Slid am.y applicahk ~ pcna1ty or oda: 
do I• >11titGd11J11 whicb.may n:soll fiDm 1k v.cssd~s-~ and 

t: in respect of a charter agreement, that the flag State is responsible for exercising full 
and effective control over the vessel when it is in areas beyond the national jurisdiction 
of the Republic of ~iberia. 

3) Unless a company is otherwise established under a joint venture or charter agreement, where 
the operator of the foreign fishing- vessel is a company incOYpOrated outside the Republic of 
Liberia and doing business in Liberia, it shall establish a place of business in Liberia that 
includes the requirements for significant benefit.to Liberia under Subsection (2)(b) and shall 
comply with the requirements of the Associations Law, Title 5, Liberian Codes Revised (as 
amended). 

4) Any vessel fishing under an approved charter agreement shall be subject to all requirements of 
this Act in 1espec:t of foreign fishing vessels, including licensing and compliance. 

5) Any fishing company established by a foreigner under the Associations Laws of Liberia shall 
be in compliance with Act and partner with a Liberian National, company, Partnership or 
association. 

6) The Liberian Partner shall hold at least Fifty Per cent ( 50%) interest in the company in order to 
be registered by the Fisheries Authority of Liberia. 

7) The holder of a licence issued for purposes of fisheries access shall, in the conduct of all 
relevant activities, give :preference to: 

a) materials and products made in the Republic of Liberia; 
b) service agencies located in the Republic of Liberia and owned by: 

(i) Liberian citizens; 
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(ii) companies or partnerships incorporated or registered in Liberia; and 
(iii) public corporations. 

Section 5.4 Performance bond 

1) The Director General may require either as a precondition of issuing a licence to any fishing 
vessel other than a Liberian fishing vessel., or at any time during the licensing period, that a 
performance bond be provided by the applicant in accordance with such procedures and in such 
form as may be prescribed. 

2) Such performance bonds shall serve as a financial assurance for the fulfilment of all obligations 
arising out of the licence and this Act, including potential costs relating to rescue, recovery of 
other costs and fines, penalties and/or compensation for violations against this Act. Such 
performance bonds shal~ be drawn upon in such manner as may be prescribed. 

3) The amount of financial assurance provided under this section shall be determined in 
consultation with the Board of pirectors and the Director General and having regard to any 
applicable Fishery Management Plan and the value of the relevant fishery. 

4) The forms of financial assurance acceptable under this section may be any or a combination of 
the following: 

a. surety bond; 
b. trust fund with pay-in period; 
c. insurance policy; 
d. cash deposit; 
e. ammities. 

S) Where a licence-bolder is obligated to provide a financial assurance under this section and fails 
to do so, the Director General shall: 

a. cause to be served, on the licence-holder a notice of demand; and 
b. cause a note of the service of the notice to be registered in a Magistrate's Court. 

6) If by the end of the period specified in the notice of demand under Subsection ( 5) the financial 
assurance required from the licence-holder under this section: 

Section S.S 

a. has been provided, the notice shall therelq)On cease to have effect, and the Director 
General shall cause the registry endorsement to be cancelled; 

b. has not been provided, the applicable licence shall be liable to cancellation by the 
Director General. 

International agreements on fisheries mana2ement 

I) The Director General may, with the advice of the Board of Directors enter into any international 
agreement with any other State which has as its purpose cooperation, coordination and/or 
harmonization of fisheries management measures for fish that occur within and beyond areas of 
national jurisdiction, but which does not include an access agreement. 

2) International agreements on fisheries management entered into under Subsection (1) may relate to, 
inter alia: 
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a. establishment of arrangements for harmonized and/or joint monitoring, control and 
surveillance; 

b. standards for actions and measures to be taken to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing activities; and 

c. any other matter relating to fisheries management. 

Section 5.6 International cooperation 

I) The Director General shall ensure the implementation of applicable international conservation and 
management measures of any regional fishery body of which Liberia is a member or cooperating 
non-member, and in so doing may provide to other State members and/or to other organizations 

. and States as appropriate: · 

a. all information and data required under such measures; and 
b. relevant information or material that can be used as evidence in legal or administrative 

processes of other States in relation to such measures. 

3) If the Director General has reason to suspect that a foreign fishing vessel has been involved in the 
contravention of an international conservation or management measure, he/she may provide to the 
appropriate authorities of the flag State of the foreign fishing vessel concerned available 
i:u:munalion, ilacllaing ~idt.dliary illiilbial. tda6:ug lO dial Wilbawnriu11. 
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CHAPTER 6. DEVELOPMENT AND REGULATION OF AQUACULTURE 

Section 6;1 Aquaculture activities requirements 

l) No person shall engage in aquaculture activities except in accordance with this Act. 

2) A person who contravenes Subsection (I) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction in 
relation to: 

a) commercial aquaculture to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the 
Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both; and 

. . 
b) subsistence aquaculture to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second 

Schedule or a term of imprisonment not exceeding three months or both. 

Section 6.2 Aquaculture development plan 
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1) The Director General shall, in consultation with the Fisheries Advisory Council, as appropriate, 
prepare an aquaculture development plan for the approval of the Board of Directors, with the 
objective of promoting the sustainable development of aquaculture in Liberia in accordance with 
the principles and objectives of this Act. 

2) The aquaculture development plan shall have a duration of at least five years and shall be 
renewed, modified or replaced at the end of each five year period. 

3) The aquaculture development plan shall include: 

a. a statement of the objectives and priorities of the plan and a strategy for achieving those 
objectives; 

b. perfonnance indicators to monitor the extent to which the objectives of the plan are 
being attained; 

c. a strategy for monitoring progress at least on an annual basis, and as appropriate an 
evaluation of the implementation oftbe aquaculture plan that preceded it; 

d. a description or _identification of any area of water which is suitable for aquaculture and 
the type of aquaculture for which the area is suitable; 

e. a description of suitable or unsuitable methods for undertaking any type of aquaculture; 
f. identification of suitable or unsuitable species of fish for aquaculture; 
g. acceptable drugs and medications that may be used; 
h. requirements for the importation and manufactme of seed and feed that may be used 

for aquaculture; _ · 
1. requirements or standards for water quality, aquaculture waste·, escapement, 

environmental impact assessments and the introduction. transfer, release and 
harvesting of fish for pmposes related to aquaculture; 

j. a conflict prevention and resolution mechanism; and 
k. any other matter concerning aquaculture which the Director General considers 

appropriate. 

4) The first aquaculture development plan shall be prepared and submitted to the Board of Directors 
for approval within one year after the entry into force of this Act. 

Section 6.3 Collaboration with Counties, Districts and other local ~overnment bodies 

l) The Director General shall, in collaboration with Counties, districts and other local government 
bodies, ensure that 

Section 6.4 

a. aquaculture development is ecologically sustainable and allows rational use of the 
resource shared by aquacultme and other activities; and 

b. the livelihood, culture and traditions of local communities and their access to fishing 
grounds are not affected by aquaculture development 

Prohibited to deprive community of traditional access to f"lsberies 

l) No person shall. by carrying out aquacultme activities, deprive a local community of its 
traditional access to fishing grounds. 

2) A person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding twelve months or both, and in addition shall restore to the local 
community its traditional access. 
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Section 6.5 
activities 

Local government's responsibility to monitor non-commercial aquaculture 

1) Local.governments shall, based on the advice of the Authority, monitor aquaculture practices and 
operations in areas ~er their respective jurisdictions other than commercial aquaculture 
operations regulated pursuant to this Act. 

2) Where any person or any local government has cause to believe that any fish in and/or fish 
products from any waters used for aquaculture activities are infected with a disease which can 
reasonably be foreseen to become, or which has become, of epidemic proportions, be/she or such 
local government shall notify the Director General. 

3) The Director General shall, if he/she is satisfied that the fish and/or fish products subject to 
notification under Subsection (2) are so infected, give notice in writing to the owner of the 
relevant waters requiring the destruction of all fish and/or fish products in the said waters and/or 
the talcing of such othermeasmes as the Director General may specify in the notice. 

4) Every person who receives a notice under Subsection (3) shall comply with its requirements at 
bis/her own expense, and in default of such compliance, the local authority may enter the relevant 
facility and take or cause to be taken such measures as may be necessary for complying with the 
requirements of the notice and any expenses incurred shall be recoverable as a civil debt from the 
person so notified. 

5) A person who does not comply with the requirements in the Director General's notice received 
pursuant to Subsection (3) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not 
exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not 
exceeding three years or both, and in addition shall be responsible for costs directly associated 
with the resulting damage. 

Section 6.6 Introduction, ~sfer, impor4 expo~ release, of live fish 

I) No person shall carry out the following activities in relation to commercial aquaculture without 
authorization in writing by the Director General: 

a. place or, by act of omission or otherwise, cause to be placed any species of live fish in any place 
in the Fisheries Waters, except where: 

i) the fish species being so placed previously occurred in the same body of water prior to 
being fished there from; or 

ii) a fish farmer is stocking his/her pond with fish obtained from another fish farmer with 
whom he/she shares the same water catchment area. 

b. introduce or cause to be introduced into Liberia or the Fisheries Waters any species of fish; 

c. transfer any eggs, fingerlings or seed of exotic or genetically modified species or such adult 
species of fish from one aquaculture establishment in Liberia to another or from any location 
in Liberia to another; 

d. import or export live fish for the purpose of commercial aquaculture; or 

e. release into the fishery waters any fish except for indigenous wild fish caught in Liberia. 

2) The activities described in Subsection (1) may also be applicable more generally to the Fisheries 
Waters where required by public notice. 
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3) A person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

Section 6. 7 Authority to inspect, seize fish designated for import or export that are diseased, 
highly invasive fish or fish species 

1) The Director General may inspect or cause to be inspected any fish before or after they are 
imported for the purpose of aquaculture and inspect or cause to be inspected any fish produced by 
aquaculture operations that are destined for export. 

2) The Director General may seize, hold, quarantine, disinfect or destroy any live fish that have been 
imported or that are destined for import or export for purposes of aquaculture, and shall take such 
measures where it is determined that the fish or fish species are diseased or highly invasive. 

Section 6.8 Aquaculture waste 

1) Each person engaged in commercial aquaculture in Liberia shall ensure that aquaculture waste: 

a. does not cause an unsightly or offensive condition at the licence area; and 
b. is secured or treated in a manner designed to prevent it being blown, washed or swept 

off the area used by such person for aquaculture. 

2) Where any person fails or apparently fails to fulfil the conditions set out in Subsection (1), the 
Director General, in consultation with relevant environmental protection authorities, may notify 
such person in writing of the requirement to take measures to restore the applicable area to such 
stand¥d as the Director General may specify within a stated period of time, and may upon 
inspection require such person to redesign the applicable area 

t • 

3) Each person who is notified by the Director General pursuant to Subsection (2) shall promptly 
fulfil the requirements set out in the notification. 

4) A person who contravenes Subsection (l) or (3) commits an offence and shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both, and in addition shall be responsible for 
comp~nsation for the costs of restoring the applicable area as required pursuant to Subsection (2). 

Sttfipp6.9 Pse:apmvet 

I) Each person engaged in commercial aquaculture in the Republic of Liberia shall take appropriate 
measures to prevent and/or minimise the risk of the escape of aquaculture stock into the wild. 

2) Where there has been an escape of hatchery reared aquaculture stock or damage to a farming 
structure, equipment or facility that may lead to the escape of hatchery reared aquaculture stock, 
the operator of the relevant aquaculture facility shall take immediate measures to minimise the 
.awe F .11111 IDR:piir"m:,, AIIIM§I ;;MibOI IDdlc cdcutpossible. 

3) Each person engaged in commercial aquaculture in the Republic of Liberia shall, within 12 hours 
after becoming aware of the escape of hatchery reared aquaculture stock or damage to a farming 
structure in relation to a facility over which he/she exercises management or control or to other 
equipment that may lead to the escape of hatchery reared aquaculture stock, notify the Director 
General of the escape or damage, including the following: 

a. the species of fish affected; 
b. the date (or an estimate of the date) on which the escape or damage took place; 
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c. the number and biomass ( or an estimate of the number and biomass) of the fish that 
have escaped; 

d. the age or developmental stage of the fish at the time of their escape; and 
e. details of the circumstances in which the escape or damage took place, 

4) Each person to whom the provisions of Subsection (3) apply shall, within 7 days after becoming 
aware of the escape or damage referred to in Subsection (3), notify the Director General in writing 
of the action taken to deal with it. 

5) A person who contravenes Subsection (1), (2), (3) or (4) commits an offence and shall be liable 
on conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

Section 6.10 Use of restricted dru2, chemical etc. 

I) No person shall use in a commercial aquaculture facility any drug, pharmaceutical, antibiotic or 
other chemical for the treatment of fish diseases or for the enhancement of fish growth without the 
written approval of the Director General. 

2) A person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine·not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

Section 6.11 Information on wild, genetically modified species 

The Director General shall have the authority to collect information and data on wild and genetically 
modified species for the purpose of assessing the impact of aquaculture. 

Section 6.-12 Interfering with aquaculture facility prohibited 

l) No person shall, without a valid and applicable aquaculture license: 

a. interfere with or harvest the product of an aquaculture facility without the written 
authority of the licensee; 

b. place any object in the water, or promote or undertake any activity in a manner so as to 
obstruct an aquaculture operation being carried out by another person; 

c. destroy, damage, displace or alter the position of any equipment lawfully deployed in 
connection with an aquaculture licence; or 

d. without lawful excuse cause the release of any product of an aquaculture facility. 

2) A person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding five years or both, and in addition shall fully compensate the relevant 
licensee for any damage which is the direct result of his/her contravention. 

Section 6.13 Trans-boundary aquaculture ecosystems 

1) Subject to applicable regional and international law, the Director General shall initiate dialogue 
with other riparian States to ensure that governments and aquaculture farmers are obliged to 
protect trans-boundary aquatic ecosystems from, inter alia: 

a. escapement of aquaculture species into shared water bodies; 
b. waste from aquaculture activities; 
c. diseases that are likely to become or have reached epidemic proportions; and 
d. effluent that might affect trans- boundary aquatic ecosystems. 
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Section 6.14 Regulations for aquaculture 

The Direc!or General by notice in the Gazette and for purposes of sustainable management of 
aquaculture, make regulations in relation to, inter alia: 

a. fish hatchery standards; 
b. qualifications of persons authorized to offer aquaculture extension services; 
c. the mode of establishment of fish cages or any such form of aquaculture establishment 

in the Fisheries Waters; 
d. aquaculture extension systems; 
e. fish disease surveillance, control and management in aquaculture establishments; 
f. fish feeds formulation and importation; 
g. the use of biotechnology to increase productivity; 
h. codes of practice for fish farmers; 
1. accreditation requirements for any class of persons for engaging m specified 

aquaculture-related ·activities; and 
j. any other measure that he/she deems necessary for the proper management of 

aquaculture. 

CHAPTER 7 - POST HARVEST ACTIVITIES 

Section 7.1 Competent Authorities 

1) The Authority shall be the competent authority for post-harvest activities in the fisheries sector, and 
shall exercise its authority and functions independently or in collaboration with National Public 
Health Institute of Liberia or other relevant institutions. 

2) The functions of the competent authority shall be to: 

a. convene on a regular basis meetings of the standing and technical committees; 
b. monitor the production of fish products and fish feed with a view to assessing risks to 

humans; 
c. control fish handling, storing, landing, transportation , processing and marketing; 
d. work in collaboration with other Government agencies in matters related to this section; 
e. assess and approve P,lans and structures of intended fishery enterprises; 
f. carry out inspection of operational fishery enterprises for compliance with fish safety 

regulations issued by the Director General; 
g. provide for all procedures to be followed for compliance with provisions under 

paragraph (f); 
b. specify conditions for the placing on the market of fish, fish products and fish feed; 
1. maintain a register of fishery enterprises approved by the competent authority; 
J. issue health certification of fish, fish products and fish feed subject to the consignment 

meeting set requirements ; 
k.. grant approval for the fishery enterprises that meet applicable requirements prescribed 

by the Board of Directors and 
1. perform such other functions as may be necessary or expedient for food safety 

conditions of fish products in accordance with this Act. 

2) The Authority shall establish and operate a laboratory to support the Competent Authority in 
exercising its functions. · 

3) The Competent Authority shall specify hygienic conditions for. 
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a. combating parasites in fish and fish products; 
b. staff working in fish processing establishments; 
c. fresh fish products; . 
d. thawing of fish products; and 
e. freezing of fish products. 

4) The Competent Authority shall, prescribe standards for hygienic and quality placements in the 
market, set and adopt minimum standards for safety and quality assurance and ensure that the 
standards are applied throughout the fishing industry. 

5) The Competent Authority may issue regulations prescribing conditions necessary for ensuring that 
consumers are supplied only with safe, wholesome and unadulterated fish and fishery products 
including: 

Section 7.2 

a. prescribing specifications for fish processing establishments, cold rooms, ice plants, 
fish transportation vehicles, boats and landing stations; 

b. prescribing conditions for the activities of dealers of fish and fish products; 
c. requiring fish processing establishments to prepare, implement and monitor quality 

management programmes; 
d. the implementation of requirements, such as the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control 

Point (HACCP) system, for export markets; 
e. performing microbiological, chemical, and physical analyses on fish and fish products 

before they are released. for human consumption; 
f. certifying the quality of fish and fish products through issuance of a sanitary certificate 

before they are placed on the market; 
g. prohibiting the sale of certain types of fish and fish products; 
h. establishing a traceability system for fish and fish products for all stages from the 

source to export/market; and 
1. prescribing the manner in which fish and fish products placed on the market shall be 

labelled. 

Collaboration on post-harvest activities 

1) The Authority shall collaborate with the Ministries responsible for health, commerce and industry 
and other relevant Government agencies to ensure regulation of the import, handling, sale, transport, 
storage, treatment, processing of fish, with the objective of promoting the value of fish and fish 
products and minimising or preventing risks to human health. 

Section 7.3 Fish marketing 

The Authority shall collaborate with the Ministries responsible for health, commerce and industry and 
other relevant Government agencies and the private sector, with the objective of ensuring hygienic fish 
marketing and distribution. 

Section 7.4 Sale, export of adulterated or contaminated fish, fish products prohibited 

1) No person shall sell or ex.port any fish or fish product intended for human consumption which 
is adulterated, contaminated with or contains a poisonous or harmful substance or pathogenic 
microorganisms, bas not met lawful inspection standards or is otherwise injurious to human 
health. 
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2) Any person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and upon conviction shall be 
liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. and in addition anv fish or fish 
products shall be forfeited. 

Section 7.5 lliegal possession and trade in fish or fish l)roducts prohibited 

1) No person shall, or shall attempt to possess, import, export, transport, sell, receive, acquire, or buy 
any fish or fish products taken, possessed, transported, or sold in violation of this Act or any: 

a. other law or instrument having the force of law in the Republic of Liberia; or 
b. international agreement to which the Republic of Liberia is party. 

2) Any person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and upon conviction shall be 
liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term 
of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both and the fishing vessel and gear used in the 
offence and all fish on board shall be forfeited and the gear shall be destroyed. 

Section 7.6 Interference with inspected fish prohibited 

1) No person shall, except with the written permission of the Director General, remove, alter or 
interfere with a trade description, seal, stamp or other mark applied to fish, a container of fish or a 
container system unit containing fish that has been inspected by a fisheries inspector. 

2) Any person who contravenes Subsection (I) commits an offence and upon conviction shall be 
liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term 
of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both, and in addition any fish or fish products shall 
be forfeited. 

Section 7,7 Authority and Harmonization of fish safety and quality standards 

l) The Director General in consultation with the National Public Health Institute and any other 
relevant agency of government may enter into arrangements or agreements with other States 
relating to shared fishery resources for the purpose of harmoniz.ation of fish safety and quality 
standards. 

2} The Authority shall have the power to test and certify all fish products entering or leaving 
Liberia as well as fish products in cold store facilities to ensure the quality of fish sold to the 
public. 

3} The Authority shall have the power to test and certify any frozen livestock products for human 
consumption entering, leaving or stored in cold store across Liberia in the Laboratory of the 
National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority to ensure food safety. 

4) The Authority shall have the power to close down any cold store engaged in the sale or storage 
of fish unfit for human consumption independently or in collaboration with the National Public 
Health lnstitute of Liberia and any other relevant agency of government, where applicable. 

5) The Authority shall deny entry or exit of any fish and frozen livestock products for human 
consumption tested to be unfit for human consumption. 

Section 7.8 Conditions for· fish processing accreditation/ authorization/ certification 

1) Each accreditation/ authorization/ certification to operate a fish processing establishment shall be 
subject to the following conditions in addition to any other conditions required pursuant to this Act: 
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a. the fish processed shall not exceed the total permitted for that operation, including such limits 
on species and quantify, as the Board of Directors may set; 

b . the operator of the fish pr~essing facility shall ensure that: 

i) all relevant health, hygienic and environ.mental laws and standards of Liberia are 
implemented; and 

ii) no fish is accepted for processing that bas been caught in illegal, unreported or unregulated 
fishing operations. 

iii) any change 'in the information submitted in the application form shall be notified to the 
Director General as soon as practicable and in any case not later than three working days 

. from the date of change; and 

iv) each accredited/ authorized / certificated company shall comply with the requirements of · 
applicable laws in the Republic of Liberia relating to food safety. 

2) Each accreditation/ authorization/ certification to engage in fish processing operations shall be 
posted in a conspicuous location and produced for inspection at the request of an inspector. 

3) A person who contravenes Subsection (I) or (2) commits an offence and shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

Section 7.9 Period of validity, renewal, additional conditions and suspension of fish 
Processing accreditation/ authorization/ certification 

I) The period of validity of each fish processing accreditation/ authorization/ certification shall not 
exceed ten years, and .shall be su~ject to renewal on an annual basis. 

2) Fish processing accreditation/ authorization/ certification may not be renewed where relevant 
grounds for denial of an accreditation/ authorization/ certification described in Section 10.6 exists 
or where the accredited/ authorized/ certificated company has not complied with any applicable 
requirement under the laws of Liberia, and shall not be renewed where the applicant has been 
convicted of any offence under this Act or any other law relevant to the operation of a fish 
processing ~ and the requirements of die judgment have been .fully met. 

3) Additional fees, terms and conditions may be amended or added during the period of validity by 
the Director General. 

4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, a fish processing accreditation/ authorization/ 
certification may be suspended or terminated where there has been non-compliance with this Act, 
conditions of accreditation/ !1Uthorization/ certification or any other law of Liberia and the cause of 
such non-compliance has not been rectified and any fine, penalty, damages or determination made 
under the law have not been duly paid. 

Section 7.10 Information and records 

I) The operator of the fish processing facility sfJall provide such information and keep such records 
that may be prcscnoed or n:qmired by the Din:lfdur Geoml by 1'oticc.. Such inmnnation may be 
required by the Director Geoaal or hislhe.-designee., including any inspector appointed pursuant to 
this Act and inc1nde the following, inter alia: 

a. name and address of the seller; 
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b. name of an applicable vessel and its operator that harvested the fish; 
c. time and place where the fish was harvested; 
d. species of fish sold; 
e. number of fish sol~ 
f. type of product sold; 
g. destination of the shipment; 
h. name of the buyer; 
1. date of sale; 
J. date of shipment; 
k. total weight of species being ~old; 
1. price per kilogram; 
m. price of shipment; 
n. means of transportation; 
o. name of ship or plane; • 
p. number of flight or voyage; and 
q. customs requirements. · 

2) Each inspector shall, after inspection of a fish processing establishment, promptly provide the 
Director General with a certificate of inspection. 

3) A per~on who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fme not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding three years or both. · 

Section 8.1 

CHAPTER 8. INFORMATION, RECORDS, RETURNS, REGISTERS 

Information given under this Act 

1) No person shall: 

a. fail to keep, or provide any accounts or records required under this Act; 
b. neglect or refuse to provide any records, returns, or information when lawfully 

requested or required to do so under this Act; or 
c. make any false . or misleading statement, or omit any material information in any 

communication, application, record or return prescribed by or in accordance with this 
Act, or as required for its administration. 

2) Any person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and shall be liable for a fine not 
exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not 

exceeding one year or both. 

Section 8.2 Information to be true, complete and correct 

1) Any information given, furnished or maintained or required to be given, furnished or maintained 
under this Act shall be true, complete and accurate and no such information shall be false, 
misleading or inaccurate. 

2) A person who gives, furnishes, or maintains information which is false, misleading or inaccurate 
in contravention of Subsection (l) in any material respect, commits an offence and shall be liable 
on conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or 
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a term of imprisonment not exceeding one year or both, and any relevant licence issued pursuant 
to this Act which is held by such person may be revoked. 

Section 8.3 Records, returns and other information 

1) The Director General or his/her designee may, for the purposes of this Act, require any person to 
maintain and furnish in such manner and form as he/she may specify: 

a. relevant fisheries data and information, including returns and information relating to 
fishing, related activities, landing, storage, food safety, processing, buying, selling, imports, 
exports and other related transactions; 

b. all relevant returns, certificates and other information to ensure that any fish or fish product 
may be accurately traced from harvesting through to processing, distribution and sale; and 

c. accounts, records, returns, documents and other additional information specified under this 
Act. 

2) The following persons shall keep such accounts and records and furnish such returns, certificates 
and other information required under this Act, including such information the Director General may 
require pursuant to Subsection (1 ): · 

a. holders of licenses, authorizations, accreditations or other authorities or approvals issued 
or granted under this Act; 

b. owners, operators, representatives, agents, and masters of fishing vessels licensed under 
this Act; 

c. owners, operators, representatives, agents and masters of fishing vessels that undertake 
fishing or related activities in the Fisheries Waters or land fish or fish products at a port in 
the Republic of Liberia; 

d . owners or operators of any fishing vessel required to be registered pursuant to this Act; 
e. owners and persons in charge of any premises where fish or fish products are received, 

bought, sold, stored, transported, processed or otherwise disposed of; 
f. any person in the Republic of Liberia who harvests, receives, transports or stores fish or 

fish products or places them for sale on the market; 
g. persons who import or ~xport fish or fish products; 
h. persons who provide fishing vessels for hire or charter; 
1. persons who conduct marine scientific research; 
J. persons who own, manage or otherwise operate commercial aquaculture facilities; 
k. any other person who is carrying out activities under the scope of this Act. 

3) A person who does not comply with the requirements of Subsection (2) commits an offence and 
shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second 
Schedule or a term of imprisonment not exceeding three years or both, and any relevant licence 
issued pursuant to this Act which is held by such person may be revoked. 

Section 8.4 ·Registers to be maintained by the Authority 

1) The Director General shall establish and maintain registers which shall record details of: 

a.· each license authorization and accreditation issued pursuant to this Act; 
b. each fishing vessel registered pursuant to this Act; 
c. each Co-Management Fisheries Association registered pursuant to this Act; 
d. each agent designated pursuant to Section 10.16 and registered pursuant to this Act; 
e. each management area declared pursuant to this Act; and 
f. such other matters as may be prescribed or required by the Board of Directors. 
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2) The Authority shall permit members of the public to inspect the register required to be maintained 
pursuant to this Act during office hours. The Authority may charge a reasonable fee for copies of 
the register. 

Section 8.5 Registers of licences, authorizations and accreditations 

1) The register established under Section 8.4(1) and (2) shall include: 

· a. information on applications for licences, authorizations and accreditations under this 
Act; 

b. information on. each licence, authorization and accreditation issued, renewed, 
suspended and/or cancelled under this Act, .including the activity, date and duration; 

c. information on each licensed, authorized and accredited person; 

d. information on the relevant vessel, facility, and/or licensed, authorized or accredited 
activity; 

e. any record of non-compliance with the licence, authorization or accreditation; 

f. any record of action taken as a result of non-compliance; 

g. the requirements of any relevant international conservation and management 
measures of an organization of which Liberia is a member or cooperating non-member; 
and 

h. such other information that may be prescribed or required by the Director General. 

2) The register established under Subsection (1) shall contain information relating to fishing vessels 
licensed or authorized for fishing or fishing related activities: 

i. within areas under national jurisdiction~ and 

b. in areas beyond national jurisdiction. 

3) The Director General shall, in respect of information contained in the register in accordance with 
Subsection (2), provide: 

a. access to such information on request by directly interested foreign States, regional 
economic integration organizations, regional :fishery bodies or international 
organizations taking into account any applicable laws regarding the confidentiality or 
release of such information; and 

. b. such information as may be required by any regional fisheries management 
organization for purposes of international conservation and management measures. 

4) The Director General shall ensure that the information on each license, authorization and 
accreditation in the database is sufficient for purposes of fisheries management and monitoring, 
control and surveillance, and fo implement the international and regional agreements to which 
Liberia is party or cooperating non-party. 

5) Registration of a licence, authorization or accreditation in the national register shall not be 
consi,dered a licence or authorization for the purposes of this Act. 
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Section 8.6 Information o~ legal and administrative action taken in respect of violations of 
the Law 

The Director General shall maintain and make publicly available a record of the outcome of any legal 
or administrative action taken in respect of any offence or violation against this Act that results in a 
judgment or administrative determination. 

Section 8.7 Ownership of information 

Ownership of all information required to be reported, notified or otherwise given to the Government 
and all information generated by automatic location communicators or similar device that is part of a 
vessel monitoring system or ..Automatic Identification System under this Act is vested in the 
Government. 

Section 8.8 Confidential information 

1) No person carrying out duties or responsibilities under this Act, including the Board of Directors 
and Director General shall, unless authorized or otherwise provided or directed in accordance with 
this Act, reveal information or other data of a confidential nature or designated as confidential in 
accordance with this Act, acquired by virtue of their authority, duties and responsibilities to any 
persoII. not having such authority or carrying out such duties and responsibilities. 

2) The Director General in consultation with the Board of Directors may designate any information as 
confidential, and in doing so may also exempt general summaries of aggregated information from 
confidentiality requirements. 

3) The Director General may authorize in writing any person to: 

a. receive or access confidential information; 

b. access or restri~t access to such premises holding confidential information as he/she 
may designate. 

4) Notwithstanding Subsection (2), the following information shall be confidential unless the Director 
General in consultation with the Board of Directors otherwise directs: 

a. any information or data ·of a commercial nature provided in records, returns, or other 
documents required under this Act; 

b. any information or data supplied by a vessel monitoring system or part thereof in 
accordance with this Act; 

c. such raw data from scientific research as may be designated by the Director General 
in consultation with the Board of Directors; and 

d. such other information or data as may be required by the Director General in 
consultation with the Board of Directors 

5) Information may be disclosed to the extent: 

a. that disclosure is authorized or required under this Act or any other law; 

b. that the person providing the information is authorized to make the disclosure; 
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c. necessary to enable the Director General to publish statistical information relating to 
the fisheries sector; 

d. necessary for enforcement of Liberia laws by other Ministries and agencies of the 
Government of Liberia; 

e. necessary to discharge regional or international obligations or to promote regional 
and international cooperation or coordination in monitoring, control and surveillance 
of relevant activities; and 

f. necessary to enable advice to be given to the Director Gen~ral or the Board of Directors. 

6) The Director General may authorize the release of any information: 

· a. relating to the real-time or other position of any vessel, upon request, to the 
responsible authority for purposes including surveillance, search and rescue and other 
emergency; 

b. for purposes he/she deems would be supportive of the objectives and enforcement of 
this Act, includip.g reasonable transparency in decision-making; or 

c. designated as confidential for such purposes as the Board of Directors may 
approve or as may be prescribed. 

7) Any information designated as confidential shall maintain such classification for a period of five 
years from the time of such designation, and at the expiry of five years, the Director General may 
extend such classification for a further period of up to five years or more as may be deemed 
IJeCeS?IY for purposes relating to the objeam:s and enfon:ement of this Act. 

8) A person who does not comply with the requirements of Subsection (1 ), except where disclosure is 
authorized pursuant to Subsection (3), (5) or (6), commits an offence and shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule. 

Section 8.9 Information on criteria for, and accreditation of persons, or~anizations or other 
entities 

The Director General shall maintain and make publicly available information on criteria for 
accreditation of such persons, organizations or other entities as may be required in accordance with this 
Act, and shall ensure that a list of valid accreditations is posted on the official government website and 
kept current at all times. 

Section 8.10 Information in partnership agreements between vessel agents and vessel owners 

1) True copies of all agreements setting out the terms of partnership, association or other contractual 
obligations of agents to vessel owners shall be deposited in their full and unabridged form with the 
Authority upon the application in respect of a foreign fishing vessel for any licence or authorization 
under this Act. 

2) A per~on who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding three years or both. 

3) Any person who; not being party to the partnership, association or other contractual obligation 
referred to in Subsection (1), divulges information of a confidential nature or conceals information 
which is not of a significantly sensitive commercial nature, commits an offence and shall be liable 
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on conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

Section 8.11 Information on the labels of containers, etc. containing fish harvested in the 
Fisheries Waters 

1) The labels of any container or packaging materials containing fish harvested in the Fisheries Waters 
shall clearly designate: 

a. that the fish were harvested in the Fisheries Waters, irrespective of the flag State of the 
vessel or nationality of any person involved in the production of such fish, and shall 
not indicate in any way that such fish is the product of any State other than Liberia; 

b. the name of the fishing vessel that harvested the fish; 

c. the name of the company that is the owner or operator of the fishing vessel; and 

d. such other information that may be prescribed. 

2) A person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offenc.e and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine· not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding three years or both. 

Section 8.12 Public access to information 

1) The Authority shall facilitate access to information, except for such information that is 
designated as confidential pursuant to Section 8.8. 

2) Any person who desires to obtain information relating to the implementation of this Act shall 
have freedom of access to read and to copy all documents and other information in its possession, 
related to fisheries management as mandated in this Act 

3) The person requesting to obtain information shall apply to the Authority in a prescribed form 
indicating the type of information required and may pay a minimal fee which may be prescribed 
by the Authority. 

4) For the purpose of facilitating participation and access to information relating to fisheries, the 
Authority shall establish and operate a Public Registry within its offices to house documents 
produced, collected or submitted under this Act to include: audits, register of licensees, license 
and authorization fee invoices, fee payment information, fisheries management plans, minutes 
of the Council, regulations, reports, manuals, databases, access agreements, contracts, surveys 
any· other relevant information. 

5) The Authority, in consultation with the Advisory Council shall define proprietary information 
which may be treated as confidential so long as withholding of that information from public 
access does not circumvent the objective of this Act. 

6) Notwithstanding any law or regulation of the Republic of Liberia, no civil or criminal 
proceedings shall lie against the Authority or the Advisory Council or its officers or any person 
acting on behalf of or under the direction of the Authority for disclosure of any record pursuant 
to this Act. 
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CHAPTER 9. COMPLIANCE, UNLICENSED ACTMTIES AND REQUIREMENTS FOR 
ALL FISHING VESSELS 

Section 9.1 Compliance with the Act 

1) No person shall contravene any provision of this Act, whether or not licensed, authorized, 
accredited or otherwise permitted. 

2) Any person who contravenes Subsection ( l) commits an offence and, unless a fine or penalty 
has otherwise been provided under this Act, upon conviction shall be liable for a fine not 
exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment 
not exceeding three years or both. 

Section 9.2 Unlicensed, unauthorized, unaccredited activities prohibited 

1) No person shall, except under the authority of and in accordance with a valid and applicable 
license, authorization or accreditation issued pursuant to this Act: 

a. on his/her own account or in any other capacity, engage in any activity; 
b. cause or permit a person acting on his/her behalf to engage in any activity; or 
c. use or permit a vessel to engage in fishing or a related activity, 

of a kind or type, or at a time, oi: in a place or manner, for which a license, authorization, 
accreditation or other permission is required under this Act. 

2) For the purposes of this section, where a vessel is used in the commission of an offence, the 
owner, operator, master and charterer shall each be deemed to have committed the offence. 

3) Any person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and upon conviction shall be 
liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term 
of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

Section 9.;J Stowage of Fishing Gear 

1) The operator of a: 

a. foreign fishing vessel or Liberian fishing vessel in any place in the Fisheries Waters; or 
b. · Liberian fishing vessel: 

(i) navigating through an area under the jurisdiction of another State where it 
does not have a license to fish; or 

(ii) at all times whe'.n navigating on the high seas in an area to which international 
conservation and management measures apply where it has not been 
authorized under this Act to fish on the high seas, 

whelhe:r- 1icemed or authori7.ed under this Act Of' not, shall e:nsme that all gear on boaro is at all 
timcsstuwal«securedinsuch a owuerdne:itisnotmadilya\lailable furfishing'IJDles5 the ftSSel 
is licensed or aulborized to engage in fishing in 1hat area of 1he Fisheries Waters or high seas in 
acconlance with this Act aod any applicable FJShenes Management Plan, intemational agreanent, 
international cooscrvation and managam:nt measures or mdb«w:iz,tinQ of mwher State applicable 
to the relevant area. 
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2) Any person who contravenes Subsection (l) commits an offence and upon conviction shall be liable 
for a fme not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceerung 12 months or both and seizure of the gear. 

Section 9.4 Reporting and Monitoring Requirements for all Fishing Vessels Entering, 
Exiting and Trans!ting the Fisheries Waters 

1) The operator of each fishing vessel entering or exiting the Fisheries Waters, whether licensed or 
not pursuant to this Act, shall declare the type and quantity of fish on board by High Frequency 
Radio or email or text message to the Authority at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to each entry 
and exit, and such other information and in such manner as may be prescribed or the Director 
General may require. 

2) The operator of each fishing vessel having an overall length of fifteen meters or greater that is 
transiting the Fisheries w a,ers, whe~er licensed or not pursuant to this Act, shall be equipped 
with and ensure, at all times while in the Fisheries Waters, continuous operation at full 
transmission power of a Class A Automatic Identification System transceiver or such other class 
that may be required and publicly notified by the Director General 

3) Any person who contravenes Subsection (1) or (2) commits an offence and upon conviction shall 
be liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding five years. 

Section 9.S Berthing of Fishing Vessels in Liberia 

1) All Fishing vessels including Reefers used for storage or transportation of fish or loose cargo of 
frozen livestock products for consumption, wishing to berth in Liberia shall berth at Fisheries 
designated port upon obtaining permit from the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority 
and paying all relevant fees to the Authority. 

2) All artisanal and semi-industrial vessels shall berth at the fisheries designated port or jetties 
within a specific co-management association zone for which they belong. 

3) Upon the passage of .this Act, no fishing vessel shall berth at the Freeport of Monrovia or any 
other-non-fisheries port unless authorized by the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority. 

· 4) All fish and fish related products shall land at the Fisheries designated site. 

5) All containerized cargo vessels landing at non-fisheries port in Liberia containing fish or frozen 
livestock products for consumption shall disclosed the quantities on board said vessel to the 
Director General of NaF _Ai\. In the case of fish and fish products, the vessel shall be in 
compliance with Section 7 .1 (2') and 7 .2 (2) of this Act 

CHAPTER 10. FISHERIES ACCESS: LICENSING, AUTHORIZATIONS, 
ACCREDITATION AND REGISTRATION 

PART I- GENERAL 

Section 10.1 Licenses, authorizations and accreditation required 

1) A valid and applicable license and authorization issued under the authority of the National Fisheries 
and Aquaeulture Authority shall be required for: 
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.. . ., 

a. using a fishing vessel or reefer for industrial :fishing or related activities in the Fisheries 
Waters and for Liberian vessels on the high seas and in waters of third countries; 

b. using a fishing vessel for semi-industrial fishing or related activities in the Fisheries 
Waters; 

c. using a vessel for artisanal fishing in the Fisheries Waters; 
d. using any vessel for research fishing in the Fisheries Waters; 
e. diving for commercial fishing purposes; 
f. recreational fishing; 
g. such fishing activities as may be designated by public notice by the Director General 
h. commercial aquaculture operations; 
1. operating a fish processing establishment; and 
J. such other activities for which a license is required by the Director General by public 

notice, an applicable Fisheries Management Plan or as may be prescribed from time 
to time. 

2) A valid and applicable written authorization issued by the Authority shall be required for: 

a. 

b. 

. C. 

d. 

e. 
f. 
g. 
h. 
1. 

using a Liberian fishing vessel for fishing or related activities in areas beyond national 
jurisdiction; 
each transhipment to or from a Liberian fishing vessel in the Fisheries Waters or on the 
high seas; 
each transhipment to or from a foreign fishing vessel in the Fisheries Waters, including 
the tramfa- of fish or fish pmdods fi:om a fishing vessel to a carrier vessel or a shore 
based facility for puiposes of export; 
using a fureign fishing vessel that does not hold a valid and applicable licence to carry 
out fishing or related activities in the Fisheries Waters to enter a Liberian port; 
deployment and maintenance of a fish aggregating device; 
commercial aquaculture~· 
transfer and introduction of live fish in relation to the Fisheries Waters; 
import and export live fish; and 
marine scientific research. 

3) In the case of a foreign fishing vessel, a valid and applicable written authorization issued under the 
authority of the flag State shall be required as a condition of issuance of a license or authorization 
under Subsection (l)(a) and (2)(c) for fishing in the Fisheries Waters and, for transshipment at sea 
in accordance with international conservation and management measures. 

4) A valid and applicable accreditation by the Authority in accordance with such criteria as may be 
prescribed or it may determine and notify by public notice shall be required for such persons, 
organizations or other entities carrying out the following functions, responsibilities or activities 
and such others within the scope of this Act as may be prescribed or required in accordance with 
Subsection 5: 

a. agents representing foreign fishing vessels; 
b. businesses specializing in the construction of aquaculture facilities; 
c. non-government organizations that undertake activities in relation to aquaculture or 

capture fisheries. 

5) For the purposes of this section and notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, the Director 
General may, in a Fisheries Management Plan or by Notice, declare any activity within the scope 
of this Act to be subject to a license, authorization or accreditation. 

Section 10.2 Accreditation 

1) The Director General may, taking into account the recommendations of a Licensing Committee 
established pursuant to this Act, approve the grant, renewal, suspension or revocation of 
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accreditations for any purpose specified in Section 10.1 or which may be prescribed in accordance 
with this Act or required under any applicable Fisheries Management Plan or international 
agreement. 

2) Non-Governmental organizations, cooperative, private corporate institutions, fisheries co­
management associations, advocacy groups, national as well as international organiz.ations wishing 
to engage into fishing and fishing related activities in Liberia shall apply to the Director General of 
NaF AA for accreditation. 

3) Subsection (1) and (2) shall also · apply to fisheries agent/ agency and the establishment of 
processing facilities and companies.· 

Section 10.3 Licenses and authorizations 

1) The Director General may, taking into account the recommendations of a Licensing Committee 
established pursuant to this Act, approve the grant, renewal, suspension and revocation of licenses 
and authorisations for any. purpose specified in Section 10.1 or which may be prescribed in 
accordance with this Act or required under any applicable Fisheries Management Plan or 
international agreement. 

2) The Director General shall issue licenses, authorizations and accreditations that have been 
approved by the Committee. 

3) Where the Director General denies the issuance or renewal of a license or authorization, he/she 
shall state in writing reasons for the decision, and promptly transmit them to the applicant. 

4) Where the Director General denies to issue license or renewal of a license or authorization, he/she 
shall state in writing reasons for the decision, and promptly transmit them to the applicant. 

Section 10.4 Standards for approval or renewal of licenses and authorizations 

1) In approving or renewing licenses and authorizations pursuant to this Act, and in setting the level 
of any performance bond required under Section 5.4, the Director General and a Licensing 
Committee established pursuant to this Act shall take into account the extent to which the relevant 
vessel, including its operator or other relevant person, as appropriate, has: 

a. the ability to comply with or has complied with this Act, including other relevant 
legislation and any applicable licensing terms and conditions, Fisheries Management 
Plan or international agreement, and such other standards as may be required in 
writing by the Director General; 

b. the ability to comply with or has complied with other applicable regional and 
international obligations; 

c. complied with all applicable vessel registration requirements; 
d. provided all required data and information; 
e. in the case of an operator or person, complied with applicable laws of other States and 

international conservation and management measures; 

f. complied with thC? requirements of the Maritime Law, Title 21 Liberian Codes 
Revised; and 

g. That a license issue is in compliance with the annual fisheries management plan. 

2) In approving or renewing licenses and authorizations in respect of any foreign fishing vessel 
pursuant to this Act, and in setting the level of any performance bond required under Section 5.4, 
the Director General and a Licensing Committee established pursuant to this Act shall take into 
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accm1~t the ability of the relevant flag State to ensure compliance by its fishing vessels with the 
laws of coastal States and international conservation and management measures. 

3) F.ach licaJCe or andnizaban fDI' an indusarial, semi-industrial O£ recreational fishing vessel shall 
oot be issued er hne lepl fon:e m: cffi:d: uakss the Idcvaot wsse1 submits to inspection as may 
be required by 1he Directm: GeocraL at 1he port of Monrovia or such other port as he/she may 
designate. at 1he expense of such ~ and it is esiablisbcd in writing by an inspector. or in the 
case of a port casidc the Rq,oblic of Lineria a. pmiOll duly autborm:d by the relevant government 
agmcy to cmy out 1he duties of 811 iuspoc.tca-, that all requi:Ied licence conditions have been met, 
including that all gear Oil board is authotizcd putsuaul to the licence.. 

4) A fish pma:ssing licaice shall not be issued or haYe legal forcc or effi:ctunless an.inspection of the 
relevant fish processing facility has taken place as 1he DircdOI General may require, and he/she is 
satisfied that 1he fish processing establishmmt « any other related operation complies with all such 
safety and sanitary saandanls as this Act, oda laws of die Rq,ublic of Ll"beria and conditions as 
the Board of Directors by public notice may require. 

5) A oon:unen:ial aquaculture liceoce shall not be issued or ha-vc legal force or effect uni~ the 
app1icaot las auried out such conditiom as the Diredul. Genenl or Board ofDnectms may require 
pursuant to this~ iochvting a fisheries impact assessment pvsnant m Sedioo 4.18, aod he/she 
is satisfied 1bat the oommescial aquaculture facility fully complies with all required conditions and 
standards. 

Section 10.5 Preference for employment of citizens of the Republic of Liberia 

1) Where commercial employment is foreseen in relation to the activity for which the licence or 
authorization is sought, it shall be a condition of the licence or authorization that citizens of Liberia 
possessing the necessary qu~lifications and experience shall be given preference for employment, 
and such employment shall be in accordance with the national labour laws. 

2) Where licensed foreign fishing vessels operate from the Republic of Liberia for all or part of a year, 
the operator shall employ and train such Liberians as may be required by the Director General. 

3) A licensee shall not: 

a. import unskilled labour. or 
b. in any case use child labour, 

for the carrying out of any of its operations undertaken under the terms of the applicable licence or 
authorization. 

4) When: the applicant fur a licence or audlOlizatiun is pu1ly or wholly a foreign cilizm or company, 
m where ao applicable fisheries access~ a,wa..ge,w,a•t right. licmce CJ£ audtorindion has 
been eutcred into pursuant to Section IO.I, such applicant shall be required. to the extent possiole 
and in such ,na,11,er as the DitectuJ General may appmYC, to contnlJotc to 1he training and 
employment of Lll>erian c:itizeus taking into aa:oJJDl the reqoiremeots of safety and the need to 
maintain .accq>table SWldams of efficiency in the conduct of the operations. 

5) A person who contravenes Subsection (2) or who does not fulfil requirements made by the Director 
General under Subsection (3) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not 
exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not 
exceeding one year or both. 

Section 10.6 Conditions for denial of licenses or authorizations 

1) A license or authorization shall not be issued where: 
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a. the relevant vessel is not intended for use as a fishing vessel; 
b. the relevant vessel does not hold a valid and applicable registration, or holds more than one 

registration; 
c. the relevant vessel is a foreign vessel and does not have a valid and applicable authorization 

or license to fish in areas beyond national jurisdiction; 
d. the relevant vessel is a foreign vessel and has not provided its IMO number; 
e. the issuance of a license would be contrary to any applicable Fisheries Management Plan; 
f. · within the previous Ten (10) years, the applicant, or a vessel or person associated with the 

applicant, has been convicted of an offence pursuant to this Act or any international 
agreement; 

g. the applicant, vessel, or associated person has been charged with an offence pursuant to 

this Act more than three times and has: 
i. not submitted to judicial or administrative procedures; or, 

ii. has submitted to judicial or administrative procedures but has not fully complied 
with the final decision or determination; 

b. the issuance of the license would be inconsistent with an international agreement; 
1. the activity is likely .to threaten the sustainability of a fishery resource; 
J. in the case of a foreign fishing vessel, an agent has not been appointed; or 
k. a vessel has been included on a list of i1legal, unreported and unregulated fishing vessels 

established and maintained by a competent regional fishery body in accordance with its 
rules and procedures. 

2) A license or authorization shall not be issued to or renewed for any foreign fishing vessel if that 
vessel was previously licensed or authorized by a foreign State for fishing within or beyond areas 
of national jurisdiction and was convicted of a violation under national law or undermined the 
effectiveness of international conservation and management measures, and, as a consequence: 

a. the foreign State suspended such license or authorization, and the suspension has not 
expired; or 

b. the foreign State, within the last three years preceding the application for a license under 
this section, withdrew such license or authorization. 

3) The restriction in Subsection (2) does not apply if the ownership of the vessel has changed since 
the vessel contravened international conservation and management measures, and the new owner 
has provided sufficient evidence to the Authority demonstrating that the previous owner or operator 
has no further legal, beneficial or financial interest in the vessel. 

4) For the purpose of Subsection (l)(e) the term ' associated' shall include situations where the same 
legal or beneficial owner, or agent is shared. 

Section 10.7 Application for the grant or renewal of licenses or authorizations 

1) Except where otherwise prescribed, an application for a license or authorization under this Act 
shall: 

a. contain such information as may be required in this Act, in writing by the Director General or 
as may be prescribed by regulations; ' 

b. be in such form as may be approved by the Director General; 
c. be accompanied by such application fee and bond as may be prescribed; and 
d. be made in accordance with such procedures and other requirements as may be approved by 

the Director General. 
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2) A non-refundable application fee shall be payable and shall accompany every application for a 
license or authorization required pursuant to this Act or the renewal of such license or authorization. 

3) Where: 

a. tb.e Director General considers that an application has been made for an inappropriate class 
of license; 

b. there is insufficient evidence or information accompanying the application upon which to 
make a recommendation regarding the application; 

c. the information accompanying the application appears to be false, misleading or inaccurate; 
or 

d. upon such other grounds as may be approved by the Board of Directors, 

the Director General shall return the application to the applicant with details of his/her reasons for 
returning the application, and the applicant may submit a revised application with such additional 
evidence or information as may be appropriate. 

4) If the information on an application is found to be false, misleading or inaccurate the Director 
General may decline to grant the license or authorization, or if such information is discovered to 
be false, misleading or inac~urate after the grant of the license or authorization, the Director 
General may suspend or cancel the license or authorization. 

Section 10.8 Terms and conditions of licenses and authorizations 

1) A license or authorization granted under this Act: 

a. shall be subject to the terms and conditions, requirements and endorsements as are provided 
in this Act or as may be prescribed, or as may be otherwise required by the Director General 
from time to time for the purpose of implementing national or international conservation and 
management measures; 

b. subject to Subsection (2), enters into force on the date specified in it; 
c. unless sooner revoked or suspended in accordance with this Act, remains in force until the 

date on which it expires or the specified catch levels have been reached in accordance with 
the period approved by the Director General from time to time for the class of license or 
authorization to which it belongs; and 

d. may be subject to a performa,nce bond issued in accordance with this Act for an amount 
specified in the license issued pursuant to Section 5.4 . 

2) No license or authorization shall be issued unless: 

a. the approved fee and other required charges have been paid at the required time; and 
b. where applicable: 

i) a performance bond has been issued and notified to the Director General; and 
ii) any access fee or other charges payable under any relevant access agreement have been 

paid. 

3) The holder of a license or authorization issued under this Act shall: 

a. comply with this Act, the terms and conditions of the relevant license or authorization. the 
laws of the Republic of Liberia, any applicable access agreement, any applicable Fisheries 
Management Plan, and any·applicable international conservation and management measures; 

b. comply with all relevant provisions of national law relating to navigational standards, 
employment on board and the safety of vessels at sea; and 

c. not engage in fishing or related activities except as stated in the license or authorization. 
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4) The holder of a license or authorization relating to a fishing vessel shall ensure that the license or 

authorization, or a certified copy thereof is carried on board any relevant vessel at all times during 

the period of validity, unless a grace period not exceeding two weeks from the date of issue has 
been granted by the Director General, and the master shall upon request, produce it to a fisheries 
inspector or other person authorised under this Act to inspect it; provided that the Director 

General may authorize a true copy of a license to be temporarily carried in circumstances where it 

has not been reasonably practical for the original to be placed on board a vessel. 

5) The holder of a license or authorization for anv activitv licensed in acc.nr,fanr.P. with this Ar.t nthi>r 

than fQr fishing vessels, shall display the license or authorization or a certified copy thereof in the 
registered business office, and produce it to a fisheries inspector or other person authorised under 
this Act to inspect it upon request: 

6) A license or authori7.ation issued in ~r.r.nr,fanr.P. with this Ar.t nr ~nv ~<:<:nri"ti>rl rP011l,.t,nn ;., nnt 

transferable except as may be otherwise provided in any Fisheries Management Plan. 

7) Any person who contravenes Subsection (3) commits an offence and uoon conviction shall be 
liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term 
of imprisonment not exceeding three years or both and in addition the license or authorization 
may be suspended or cancelled. 

8) Any person who contravenes Subsection ( 4) or (5) commits an offence and upon conviction shall 
be liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term 
of imprisonment not exceeding one year or both. 

Section 10.9 Period of validitv 

A license, authorization and accreditation issued pursuant to this Act shall be valid for a maximum of 
one year, unless otherwise provided in this Act, and may be renewable, subject to fisheries 
management and other relevant decisions taken in accordance with this Act and the terms and 
conditions set out in the license, authorization or accreditation. 

Section 10.10 Fees. charees or levies 

1) A registration, license, authorization or accreditation granted under this Act shall be subject to 
paym~nt of: 

a. the fee prescribed for that class ofregistration license, authorization or accreditation; and 
b. such other fees, charges or levies as are set out in this Act, or as may be prescribed or 

notified by public notice. 

2) The Director General shall charge license holders for the costs of services, including inspection 
and observer services, in accordance with such policy as the Board of Directors may establish by 
public notice. 

Section 10.11 Suspension or cancellation of license. authorization or accreditation 

1) The Director General may, by written notice to the license holder or that person's agent, suspend 
or cancel any license, authorization or accreditation issued pursuant to this Act for any of the 
following reasons: 
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a. there has been a contravention of the license, authorization or terms of accreditation, this 
Act, or an applicable international agreement and/or national or international conservation 
and management measures ui respect of which the license or authorization was given, and: 

1. . any applicable law or international agreement provides for such suspension or 
cancellation; 

11. the relevant person or persons involved in such contravention has not submitted to the 
legal or administrative process, or complied with the requirements of an applicable 
fine, penalty or other determination; or 

iii. the Director General. having regard to the nature and seriousness of the 
contravention, . may suspend or cancel the license ; 

b. there has been a failure to maintain or comply with the eligibility criteria for the licence, 
authorization or accreditation, or there has been any material change or change in 
circumstances affecting eligibility to meet such criteria for any reason, including inter aJ.ia, 
in the: 

i. registration of a company or a vessel; 
11. ownership or beneficial ownership or control of a company or vessel since the time of 

license approval; or 
iii. characteristics, identification markings, or gear of the licensed industrial fishing 

vessel. 

c . the license holder has furnished information which is untrue, incomplete or misleading in 
connection with the t application, in contravention of Section 8.1; 

d. a license or authorization has been transferred without the written approval of the Director 
General; 

e. it is necessary to do so to implement conservation and management measures under this Act, 
in accordance with its objective and principles; or 

f. such other reasons as may be prescribed in Liberian Law or the Regulations. 

2) The Director General shall suspend or cancel a license. authorization or accreditation in 
accordance with such procedures as may be prescribed, where: 

a. this Act, a Fisheries Management Plan or any international agreement so requires; or 

b. t:Q.e Director General decides it necessary to do so in order to ensure the sustainable use of 
any fisheries resource or to implement any conservation and management measure 
determined in accordance with this Act. 

3) Where a license, authorization or accreditation has been suspended or cancelled in accordance 
with Subsection (2), the Director General shall notify the applicant of the reasons. 

4) There shall be no refund of fees paid in respect of a license, authorization or accreditation 
suspended or cancelled under this section. 

5) Any person who engages in any activity for which the license, authorization or accreditation was 
issued after notice of suspension or cancellation under Subsection (3) is received by the holder or 
accredited agent or after the license has terminated, commits an offence and upon conviction shall 
be liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a 
term of imprisoonalt not exreecting five years or bodL. 
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Section 10.12 Termination of licenses, authorizations and accreditations 

1) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 10.9, a license, authorization or accreditation issued 
pursuant to this Act shall terminate: 

a. upon the expiration of the period for which it was valid; 
b.- where the vessel ch~ges the country of registration, becomes registered in more than one 

country or is de-registered; 
c. where the master, owner, or charterer of the fishing vessel to which the license relates is 

convicted of an offence under this Act and a decision to terminate the license has been 
taken by the relevant judicial or administrative proceedings in accordance with this Act. 

2) There shall be no refund for a license, authorization or accreditation terminated pursuant to this 
section. 

Section 10.13 Appeal 

1) There shall be established by the Authority a License Appeals Committee within the Agency. 

2) A person whose application for a license, authorization or accreditation has been refused by the 
Director General or whose license has been suspended, cancelled or terminated except as a result 
of judicial or administrative proceedings or for reasons of fisheries conservation and management, 
may appeal the decision to the License Appeals Committee. 

3) The License Appeals Committee shall consist of a two members of the Board of Directors, a 
member of the Collaborating Management Association (CMA), a member of the Seamen Union 
and a member of the Liberia Bar Association. 

4) The members of the License Appeals Committee whom are members of the Board shall be selected 
by the Chair of the Board of Directors. The members of the Committee shall elect their Chair. 

5) Each member of the License Appeals Committee shall serve a tenure of three (3) years, without 
reappoiadwent 

6) An appeal may be made to the License Appeals Committee iu writing within fifteen (15) days of 
the notification to the applicaot or lia,,se IJokb' of the Din:du: General's decision.. Upon receipt 
of an appeal under Subsection (1 ), the Board of Directors shall require the Director General to 
prepare a written report relating to the appeal within seven (7) days. 

7) The License Appeals Committee shall make a decision on the appeal within fifteen (15) days of 
receiving the Oiid.to.t General's report, and lake into account the infonnation in the report, such 
indepeodeot infnnnatioo .i.at may be submittal to it regarding the appeal and otbel"such infonnation 
it may deem relevant. 

8) The License Appeals Committee shall consider the appeal, with the view to arriving at a 
recommendation for the Board of Directors' action. 

9) The decision of the License Appeals Committee shall be taken by consensus, or where consensus 
cannot be reached by majority vote, and shall be final; and the aggrieved party may seek judicial 
review in the court. 

10) The Director General shall notify the appellant of the decision within seven (7) days of it having 
been taken. 
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PART 2 - Requirements for Fishing Operations 

Section 10.14 Conditions for fishing 

Fishing authorisations issued for all fishing vessels operating in and beyond the EEZ and licenses 
issued for industrial, semi-industrial, artisanal or recreational fishing vessels operating within the EEZ 
shall be subject to the following conditions: · 

a. the fishing -yes;se} shall display the omaliug5 required in the Regulations and shall not change 

such markings wilhout writtt:o pewmmic-, fuJm the Director General; 

b. the operatof" shall hold a valid registration in respect of the fishing vessel as may be required 

by the flag Slate oc e:o&ity for that type of w:ssel and~ by such flag State or entity; 

c. the opemm shall hold only one wlid regis1J:atiun in respect of the fishing vessel and shall 

not at the same time hold more than one such registxafioo; 

d the fishing gear on board the fishing vessel shall display the markings required in the 
RegoJatioos and any other-martin~ that may be required by the Director Gencnl, and such 
marting-; shall not be changed without the written pe:nnission iium the Director Ge:oeral; 

e_ the operator shall comply at all times with the requiremmts for fishing gear in the 

Regula1ions; 
f. the operator shall not carry on board the fishing vessel any fishing gear that has not been 

approved for fishing activities pursuant to the fishing license; 

g. the. opeutur .4Jall coq,ly with all releYanl provisions of national and international law 

relating to navigational 5'w•fawrls and the safety of ves.se1s at sea; and 

h. the operator sbail comply with any direction given by the Directo£ General for inspection of 

the vessel pior' to its departure from the Fisheries Waters. 

Section 10.15 Conditions for National fishin~ vessels 

Any fishing license or authorization issued to a National fishing vessel shall be subject to the conditions 
that, during the period of validity of the license or authorization, it shall not be used: 

a. for fishing or related activities on tbe high seas or in areas subject to international 

consenation and management measures tJD1ess the license Of 3uthnri73tinn. has been 
endorsed or issued to autbom.e such fishing or fishing related activity; 

b. ~ areas of national jurisdiction of any other State(s) except in accordance with: 

(i) a valid and applicable license or authorization issued by such State(s) m 
accordance with its laws; and 

(ii) the laws of that State; or 

c. to engage in any activity on tbe high seas or in areas of-" national jm:isdictino '>f any Slale 
which does not comply with an applicable international agreement O£ undermines the 
effectiveness of int.ematiooal coosemdioo and management measures in an area to which 
such measmcs apply_ 
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Section 10:16 Conditions for Foreign Fishing vessels 

Any foreign fishing vessel wishing to fish in the fisheries waters of Liberia shall fulfil the below 
requirements: 
1) The operator of each foreign fishing vessel licensed pursuant to this Act shall designate a 

natural or corpqrate person as aij. agent authorized to accept on behalf of such vessel service of 
process and any. notices required to be served on the vessel and to provide such information as 
may be required under this Act with respect to the vessel and its activities, operators, masters 
and crew members. 

i) A corporate person may be designated as agent only where it has been established pursuant 
to the laws of the Republic of Liberia, and has provided full and correct information to the 
Director General in relation to the following: 

b. the full address of the registered or principal office of the company and their principal place of 
business in Liberia; 

c. the present name and any former forename or surname, address and occupation of the person 
authorised to manage the company in the Republic of Liberia; 

d. a list of the directors of the company, containing such particulars with. respect to the directors 
as. are required to be furnished in the register of the directors of a company; and 

e. the names and addresses of one or more persons continuously resident in the Republic of 
Liberia authorised to accept on behalf of the company service of process and any notices 
required to be served on the company and to provide such information as may be required under 
this Act with respect to the vessel and its activities, operator, master and crew members, and in 
the event of any alteration being made in the instrument or in the address or in the directors or 
managers or in the names or addresses of such persons, the company shall promptly deliver to 
the Director General a notice of the alteration in writing 

iii) Each natural person designated pursuant to Subsection (1 ), each person identified pursuant to 
Subsection (2)( d) and, in respect of subparagraphs ( c) through (i) each company identified pursuant 
to Subsection (2) shall: 

a. be continuously resident in Liberia; 
b. have no record of conviction for felony; 
c. have no record of association with illegal, unreported or unregulated fishing activities that 

take place within or beyond areas under the national jurisdiction of the Republic of Liberia; 
d. where relevant carry out duties as required pursuant to the Companies Law and other laws in 

Liberia relating to agents; 
e. provide such information as may be required pursuant to this Act in relation to the relevant 

foreign fishing vessel; · 
f. receive and respond to legal process with respect to the vessel and its activities, operator, master 

and crew members; 
g. comply with all laws of the Republic of Liberia; 
h. not exceed his/her authority as an agent, including dealing on his/her own account; or 
i. not engage in any activity that CQnstitutes or is likely to constitute a conflict of interest. between 

his/her duties and responsibilities as an agent appointed in accordance with this Act and any 
duties or responsibilities he or she may directly or indirectly exercise in relation to the 
government, public service or the laws of the Republic of Liberia~ 
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iv) Each agent designated pursuant to Subsection (1) and each company established pursuant to 
Subsection (2) shall not have legal authority as agent or otherwise as representative in relation to 
any foreign fishing vessel unless s/he/it holds a valid and applicable accreditation by the Authority. 

v) The operator of each foreign fishing vessel shall ensure that its accredited agent: 

a. has full legal authority and is sufficiently informed at all times in order to carry out his/her/its 
responsibilities pursuant to this Act including the requirements in Subsection (3); and 

b. complies with all requirements in Subsection (3). 

vi) No licence shall be issued to a foreign fishing vessel unless an agent bas been designated and holds 
a valid and applicable accreditation in accordance with this Act, and meets all requirements of this 
section. 

vii) Where there is clear evidence of a violation of Subsections (1), (2) or (3), the accreditation of the 
agent shall be suspended or revoked, and notification shall be given to the operator of the relevant 
foreign fishing vessel and agent of such suspension or revocation shall be immediately given. 

viii) Where notification of revocation of accreditation is given pursuant to Subsection (7), such agent 
or company shall be permanently prohibited from representing any foreign fishing vessel in relation 
to fishing or related activities in the Republic of Liberia. 

ix) The operator of a foreign fishing vessel shall appoint a new agent within a time period specified in 
the notification given pursuant to Subsection (7), and until such appointment is made, licence to 
fish is suspended. 

x) A person who contravenes any requirement set out in Subsections (1), (2), (3) or (9) commits an 
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in 
the Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

xi) A person who represents himself/herself /itself as an agent or performs activities as an agent in 
relation to a foreign fishing vessel without valid and applicable accreditation required pursuant to 
Subsection ( 4) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding the 
maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not exceeding five 
years or both, and shall be permanently prohibited from receiving accreditation as an agent in the 
Republic of Liberia in relation to any foreign fishing vessel. 

xii) Where any operator does not comply with Subsection (V), he/she/it commits an offence and shall 
be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second 
Schedule and in addition: 

a. the applicable licence(s) shall be suspended for such period as the Director General, based on 
a recommendation by a Licensing Committee established pursuant to this Act, thinks fit but not 
less than one month; or 

b. the applicable licence(s) may be revoked; and 
c. such operator shall fully disclose information regarding the agreement between the operator 

and the agent. 

2) Any foreign fishing vessel that may be prescribed or required, each agreement, arrangement, 
right, licence and authorization for fisheries access shall require: 

a. the operator to comply with all laws of the Republic of Liberia; 
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b. the operator to hold, in respect of the vessel, a valid and applicable licence or 
authorization from the State in which it is registered to carry out fishing or fishing 
related activjties in the fisheries waters; 

c. the operator to hold, in respect of the vessel, a valid and applicable license for 
fishing or fishing related activities issued in Liberia; 

d. that the vessel is included on a list of authorized vessels maintained by any 
competent regional fishery body to which Liberia is a party or a cooperating non­
party in accordance with the rules of such organization(s); 

e. that the vessel is not included on a list of illegal, unreported or unregulated vessels 
maintained by any competent regional fishery body to which Liberia is a party or a 
cooperating non-party in accordance with the rules of such organization( s ), and that 
access shall automatically terminate should the vessel be included on such a list; 

f. the other party to take all measures required to ensure compliance with the 
requirements for fisheries access and otherwise pursuant to this Act, including by 
posting a performance bond in accordance with Section 5.4 if required; 

g. where fisheries access is agreed with a corporation, association or other body acting 
on behalf of its members or other persons, it shall be liable for the discharged 
liabilities of its members or other persons arising out of any operations under the 
agreement and the agreement itself, including fees; 

h. that any trade-related undertakings are consistent with the rules of the World Trade 
Organization; 

i. the flag States of the vessels to fully comply with their duties and responsibilities 
as flag States under international law and standards as reflected in international 
fisheries ins1;ruments; 

J. fees, levies and other charges to be fully paid at the required time, and all other 
undertakings are discharged within a stated time, or access will automatically be 
terminated and 

k. such other requirements that may be made in accordance with the principles and 
objectives of this Act and as appropriate to implement any international obligation 
or undertaking of Liberia. 

3) A foreign fishing vessel may be permitted entry into port for reasons of force majeure or distress 
exclusively for the pwpose of rendering assistance to persons, ships or watercraft in danger or 
distress. 

Section 10.17 Conditions for industrial fishing 

Industrial fishing licenses issued for fishing or related activities shall be subject to the following 
conditions: 

a. the fishing vessel shall at all times fly its national flag; 
b. the operator shall maintain fishing and navigation logbooks at all times in the English language 

with such information as may be prescribed or required by the Director General; 
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c. the operator shall report the fishing vessel's position to the Director General by High 
Frequency Radio every twenty-four (24) hours while in the Fisheries Waters or as required by 
the Director General; · 

d. the operator shall install, maintain and ensure continuous operation of an Automatic 
Identification System at full transmission power at all times while the fishing vessel is in the 
Fisheries Waters and in areas beyond national jurisdiction until it completes landing or 
transshipment of any fish caught in the Fisheries Waters; 

e. the operator shall continually monitor the international distress and call frequency and the 
i.qternational safety and calling frequency; 

f. the operator shall ensure that a recent and up-to-date copy of the International Code of Signals 
be carried on board and accessible at all times; 

g. the operator shall ensure that a recent and up-to-date set of charts showing the Fisheries Waters 
be carried on board at all times; 

h. the operator shall not at any time cause or allow the fishing vessel to enter, be present in, 
engage in fishing for or take or carry on board or possess fish taken from the Inshore 
Exclusion Zone; and 

i. such other conditions that may be required by this Act or prescribed in accordance with the 
Regulations. 

Section 10.18 Reporting requirements for industrial fishing vessels 

1) The operator of each industrial fishing vessel shall make the following reports as a condition of 
license or authorization, which shall include: 

a. at all times while in the Fisheries Waters or such other area where fishing or related activities 
are permitted, causing to be maintained in the English language a fishing log in a form supplied 
or approved by the Director General and shall enter the following-

(i) the gear type used; 

(ii) the noon position of the vessel and, where applicable, the set position fishing gear 
and soak time or the number of hooks and the sea surface temperature; 

(iii) the species -of fish taken and the size and quantity of each species by weight or 
number as may be specified in the form; 

(iv) the species of fish returned from the vessel to the sea, the reason for the discard, 
the quantity of each species by weight or number as may be specified in the form; 
and 

(v) the total number of hauls per day, aggregate time for each haul and total number of 
days fished per fishing trip. 

(vi) such other information as may be prescribed or as the Director General may 
require, or as may be required by an applicable international agreement or fisheries 
management agreement. 

b. reporting information in a format approved by the Director General, by email, High Frequency 
Radio or facsimile relating to the position of, and the catch on board, the vessel and such other 
information that may be required or prescribed by this Act or required by the Director General 
at the following times: 

(i) at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the estimated time of entry into and 
departure from the Fisheries Waters; 
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(ii) each day while the vessel is in the Fisheries Waters; 
(iii) at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the estimated time of entry or departure 

from port; and 
(iv) upon entry or departure from a closed or protected area. 

c. ensuring that any information or data which may be required to be transmitted by a 
transponder, automatic location communicator or other component of a vessel monitoring 
system is transmitted continuously, accurately and effectively to the designated receiver; 

d. providing such daily information as and in the form the Director General may require to give 
effect to its duty under international agreements and law; 

e. such other reports as may be prescribed or required by the Director General; 

f. certifying that information provided pursuant to sub-paragraphs ( a), (b ), ( c) ( d) and ( e) are true, 
complete and correct. 

2) The operator of each industrial fishing vessel shall ensure that a radio is onboard and fully 
operational at all times and shall permit and facilitate any observer on board to make a report from 
such radio at least daily and _at such other time or times as may be required by the Director General. 

3) Any person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and upon conviction shall be liable 
for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding one year or both 

4) Any person who contravenes Subsection (2) commits an offence and upon.conviction shall be liable 
for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding three years or both, and in addition the Director General may recall 
the vessel to port and the licence of the vessel may be suspended or revoked. 

Section 10.19 Conditions for semi-industrial fishing 

1) Semi-industrial fishing licenses issued for fishing or related activities shall be subject to the 
following conditions: 

a. each semi-industrial fishing vessel shall at all times fly its national flag; 

b. each semi-industrial fishing vessel shall be marked with a registration number and such 
other identification markings as may be prescribed or required in writing by the Director 
General. 

2) On receipt of an application for registration of a semi-industrial fishing vessel made under this Act. 
the Director General shall, as soon as practicable, cause the vessel to which the application refers 
to be inspected and if, upon such inspection, the vessel is found to be fit for fishing and meets the 
prescribed safety standards;the Director General shall assign identification markings to the vessel 
and on payment by the applicant of the prescribed registration fee, issue to the owner of the vessel 
a certificate ofregistration. 

3) The Director General may: 

a. determine from time to time the total number semi-industrial fishing vessels to be licensed 
and may refuse to license additional semi-industrial fishing vessels once this number has 
been met; and 
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b. specify conditions of licensing for a semi-industrial vessel relating to the species, total 
allowable catch or area in which it is permitted to fish, the season, the type and use of its 
fishing gear, and such other conditions that he or she may require. 

4) Semi-industrial fishing vessels, except in cases where transhipment has been authorized in 
accordance with this Act shall land all catch at such places as shall be designated in the license or 
directed in writing by the Director General. 

Section 10.20 Reporting requirements for semi-industrial fishing vessels 

The operator of each semi-industrial fishing vessel shall make such reports as may be prescribed or 
required by the Director General by public notice as a condition of license which shall include: 

a. maintaining a fishing log for each fishing trip in the area to which the relevant license applies, 
the English language or other language approved by the Director General, which shall include; 

(i) the date of fishing; 
(ii) the gear type used; 
(iii) the species of fish taken and the size and quantity of each species by weight or 

number as may be prescribed or the Director General may require; 
(iii) the species of fish returned from the vessel to the sea, the reason for the discard, 

the quantity of each species by weight or number; 

b. the place of landing or transhipment; 

c. such other information as may be prescribed or as the Director General may require; and 

d. certifying that inform~tion provided pursuant to s.ub-paragraphs ( a), (b) and ( c) is true, 
complete and correct. 

Section 10.21 Transfer of Semi-Industrial and Industrial Fishing Licenses 

1) A semi-industrial or industrial fishing license shall: 

a. be issued to a specific fishing vessel; 

b. be personal to the holder of that license; and 

c. not be transferred to another person or vessel except with the written approval of the 
Director General, and subject to the conditions determined by the Director General, 
including the payment of fees as may be prescribed or required in writing by the Director 
General. 

2) Any person who contravenes Subsection (l)(c) commits an offence and upon conviction shall be 
liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding one year or both. 

Section 10.22 Conditions for artisanal and recreational fishing vessels 

1) Every artisanal and recreational fishing vessel shall be marked with a registration number in such 
form as may be prescribed or required in writing by the Director General. 

2) On receipt of an application for registration of an artisanal or recreational fishing vessel made under 
this Act, the Director General, shall as soon as practicable, cause the vessel to which the application 
refers to be inspected and if, upon·such inspection, the vessel is found to be fit for fishing and meets 
the prescribed safety standards by LiMA, the Director General shall assign identification markings 
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to the vessel and on payment by the applicant of the prescribed registration fee, issue to the owner 
of the vessel a certificate of registration. 

3) The Director General may: 
a. . determine from time to time the total number artisanal and recreational fishing vessels to 

be licensed and may refuse to license additional artisanal or recreational fishing vessels 

once this number has been met.: and 
b. specify conditions of licensing for artisanal and recreational fishing vessel relating to the 

area in which it is permitted to fish·and the use of its fishing gear. 

4) Any person, being the owner or operator of an artisanal or recreational fishing vessel, who does 
not comply with Subsection (1) commits an offence and upon conviction shall be liable for a fine 
not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment 
not exceeding one year or both. 

Section 10.23 Condition for Inland fisheries 

1) Every inland fishing vessel shall be marked with a registration number in such form as may be 
prescribed or required in writing by the Director General. 

2) On receipt of an application for registration of an inland fishing vessel made under this Act, the 
Director General, shall as soon as practicable, cause the vessel to which the application refers to 
be inspected and if, upon such inspection, the vessel is found to be fit for fishing and meets the 
prescribed safety standards, the Director General shall assign identification markings to the 
vessel and on payment by the applicant of the prescribed registration fee, issue to the owner of 
the vessel a certificate ofregistration. 

3) The Director General may: 
a. determine from time to time the total number of inland fishing vessels and gears to be 

licensed and may refuse to license additional fishing vessels once this number has been 
met.; and 

b. specify conditions of licensing vessel relating to the area in which it is permitted to fish 
and the use of its fishing gear. 

4) Any person, being the owner or operator of an inland fishing vessel, who does not comply with 
Subsection (1) commits an offence and upon conviction shall be liable for a fine not exceeding 
the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not 
exceeding one year or both. 

5) NaF AA shall promote the decentralization of management of inland water fisheries to local 
communities as appropriate. 

PART 3 -AUTHORIZATIONS FOR RESEARCH FISHING, TRANSHIPMENT, FISH 
AGGREGATING DEVICES. IMPORT, EXPORT INTRODUCTION/TRANSFER ETC OF 

FISH 

Section 10.24 Conditions for research fishing 

1) Research fishing shall not ·be undertaken in the Fisheries Waters unless a valid and applicable 
authorization has been issued to the relevant vessel. 

2) Each person applying for an authorization to undertake research fishing shall submit together with 
the application a detailed research plan for the duration of the fishing or related activities in the 
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Fisheries Waters, and no authorization for research fishing shall be issued unless such plan has been 
submitted and approved by the Director General. 

3) Each authorization for research fishing shall be subject to the following conditions: 

a. that at least two Liberian scientist or observer be included at all times for the duration of 
the research at the expense of the person to whom the authorization is granted; 

b. the authorized person to bear the full costs of such scientist(s) or observer(s), including 
accommodation and food at a reasonable standard, insurance coverage and travel costs, 
including embarkation and disembarkation costs; 

c. the research findings and raw data to be communicated to the Director General within a 
specified period as determined by the Director General in consultation with the researcher; 

d. compliance with the' terms of a detailed research plan approved by the Director General; 
e. that the research complies with any relevant Fisheries Management Plan and this Act; and 
f. such other conditions as the Director General deems necessary and are consistent with J.>art 

XIlI, of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, including a 
requirement that the licensee undertake an evaluation of the environmental impacts of the 
research fishing. 

4) Any person who contravenes Subsection (1) or (3) commits an offence and upon conviction shall 
be liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term 
of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

Section 10.25 Conditions for transhipment 

1) The operator of a fishing vessel or reefers intending to engage in, or engaging in transhipment in 
the Fisheries Waters or in a Liberian port, or on the high seas or in the port of another country shall: 

a. only tranship at the time, place or port authorized for transhipment and on such terms and 
conditions as may be required: 

1. pursuant to this Act; 
ii. under an applicable international agreement; 
ill. by any international conservation and management measure. 

b. provide seventy-two (72) hours prior notice, or such other prior notice as may be prescribed 
by the Director General. The vessel owner or Captain/ Agent may request to tranship any or 
all of the fish or fish products on board and provide the name of the vessel. its international 
radio call sign, its position, the catch on board by species, the time and port or other place 
where such transhipment is requested to occur and such other information that may be 
prescribed or required by the Director Genetal; 

c. not tranship at sea in the Fisheries Waters, except where the Director General declares 
exceptional circumstances such as unavailability of a designated port during a reasonable time 
period, and the transliipment operations are monitored by such authorized inspector or 
observers that the Director General may require; 

d. fulfil the revenue and finance laws of general applicability in the Republic of Liberia; and 

e. submit full reports on transhipments on forms that may be prescribed or required by Director 
General in accordance with this Act. 

2) The operator of a fishing vessel engaging in transhipment shall comply with such procedures as 
may be required by the Director General, including placement of a fisheries inspector or observer 
on board prior to and during transhipment, to: 
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a. obtain and verify data, including on the quantity and species transshipped; and 

b. determine when transshipment has been completed, 

and such other procedures as may ·be prescribed or otherwise required by the Director General. 

3) During transhipment in the Fisheries Waters th~ operator of each vessel shall comply with all 
applicable laws relating to protection of the marine environment. 

4) Transhipments shall be subject to such further conditions as may be prescribed or otherwise 
required, including in any applicable Fisheries Management Plan. 

5) Any person who contravenes Subsection (1), (2) or (3) commits an offence and upon conviction 
shall be liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or 
a term of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

Section 10.26 Conditions for deployment and maintenance of a fish aggregating device 
1) No person, 

a. being the operator of a fishing vessel or any other person in apparent control of a fish 
aggregating device shall deploy or maintain any fish aggregating device in the Fisheries 
Waters; or 

b. being the operator of a fishing vessel, including a supply vessel, shall deploy any fish 
aggregating device in areas beyond national jurisdiction that · drifts into the Fisheries Waters 
with or without the knowledge of such operator, 

except under an authorization issued by the Director General and in accordance with such conditions 
as he/she may specify or as are otherwise specified in this Act. 

2) The Director General shall not authorize the use of any fish aggregating device unless the Data 
Reporting Network Identification Code is notified in the application for authorization. 

3) In granting an authorization under Subsection (1), the Director General may require other 
conditions relating to any fish aggregating device, including the following: 

a . the method of use; 
b. the location; 
c. the times, areas and seasons during which it may be used; 
d. the maximum number of fish aggregating devices that may be deployed; 
e. the maximum number of sets for each fish aggregating device and the associated 

reporting requirements; 
f. requirements for a radio beacon or other position-finding device; and 
g. the markings or colourings to be adopted. 

4) No fish aggregating device shall be placed in such a way as to hinder or block marine traffic or be 
a hazard to navigation at sea. 

5) The pennission of the Director General under this Act shall be in writing and may be in electronic 
form whether as a condition or licence or otherwise. 

6) Unless otherwise provided under this Act or specified by the Director General, permission to 
place a fish aggregating device shall not confer any exclusive right to fish in the vicinity of the 
device. 
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7) The master of any vessel placing a fish aggregating device shall notify the Director General 
within 24 hours of such placement and of the nature and location of the device. 

8) A person who contravenes Subsection (1) (a) or (b) or Subsection (4), or contravenes any 
condition required under Subsection (3) or claims an exclusive right to fish in the vicinity of the 
device in contravention of Subsection ( 6) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule in respect of each 
fish aggregating device or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding three years or both, and each 
fish aggregating device that is used or found in the Fisheries Waters in contravention of this 
section shall be confiscated ?Jld any authorization to deploy fish aggregating devices may be 
revoked. 

Section 10.27 Markings, equipment for f°lsh aggregating devices 

1) No person, being the operator of a fishing vessel or any other person in apparent control of a fish 
aggregating device shall deploy a fish aggregating device in the Fisheries Waters or being the 
operator of a fishing vessel, including a supply vessel, shall deploy any fish aggregating device in 
areas beyond national jurisdiction that drifts into the Fisheries Waters with or without the 
knowledge of such operator unless it: 

a. is clearly marked with the name of the owner and of the vessel from which such a device was 
placed; 

b. is equipped with a radar reflector and such lights as shall be clearly visible at night from a 
distance of one nautical mile; and 

c. has such other equipment or markings as the Director General may from time to time require. 

2) A person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule in respect of each 
fish aggregating device or a term of imprisonment not exceeding three years or both and each fish 
aggregating device that is used or found in the Fisheries Waters in contravention of this section 
shall be confiscated and any authorization to deploy fish aggregating devices may be revoked. 

Section 10.28 Use or disposal of unauthorized fish aggregating devices 

1) No person shall use or dispose of a fish aggregating device in a manner other than in accordance 
with this Act or as may be required by the Director General. 

2) A person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule in respect of each fish 
aggregating device or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding one year or both. 

Section 10.29 Requirements for the import, export and release of live fish 

1) No person shall, without an authorization issued by the Director General and in accordance with 
its terms and conditions and this Act: 

a. import into Liberia any live fish; 
b. export from Liberia any live fish; or 
c. release into the Fisheries Waters any live fish imported into Liberia. 

2) The Director General shall not approve any release of live fish unless the fish has been kept under 
observation and control for such period and on such terms and conditions as he/she thinks fit. 

3) Where the Director General is satisfied that any fish which has been imported into Liberia is 
unsuitable for the purpose of release he may order the fish to be forfeited and destroyed. 
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4) The importer or person in possession of any fish destroyed under Subsection (3) shall not be 
entitled to compensation. 

5) A person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding three years or both. 

Section 10.30 Requirements for the introduction and transfer of live fish 

1) An application for the activities described in section 6.6 (1) and (2) shall be made in such form and 
containing such information as may be prescribed or as the Director General may require. 

2) The Director General shall not issue authorization for activities described under section 6.6 (1) and 
(2) where there are reasonable grounds to believe that the introduction, transfer or stocking of native 
or non-native species of fish, or other activities described in that section, may harm native fish 
stocks, livelihoods, biodiversity or the environment. 

3) An authorization issued under this section shall be subject to such general conditions as may be 
prescribed and to such specific conditions as may be necessary to safeguard native fish stocks, 
livelihoods, biodiversity or the environment. 

PART4-AQUACULTURE 

Section 10.31 Application for licence for commercial aquaculture ("aquaculture licence,,) 

1) An application for an aquaculture licence shall be made to the Director General in such form as 
may be prescribed by the Regulations or required by the Director General and be accompanied by 
such documents and information as the Director General may require, including proof that the 
applicant is legally entitled to use the land or other area designated as the proposed site. 

2) After receipt of an application pursuant to Subsection ( 1 ), the Director General shall ensure that any 
relevant environmental standards for the proposed aquaculture project are being met, including 
requirements for siting, emissions and other relevant matters under the Environment Protection 
Law, and may, in consultation with the relevant Local government, determine whether the applicant 
is required to submit an environmental assessment of the proposed aquaculture prqject. 

3) If the applicant is requited to undertake an eowirc•meuraJ impacfas.c:essmeot:inrespect of any law, 
the application shall be aa::c uo4.amied by a copy of any euvinwao1COtal impact a.ssesmierit report and 
the ffl"-OIDIDC'Matioos of anybody or agency m;ponsible for reviewing the enviroomental impact 
assesmrntrq,ort. 

4) The applicant shall disclose fully in the application the level of foreign investment in the proposed 
aquaculture operations, if any, and the potential benefits to the Republic of Liberia from such 
investment which the Director General shall include, inter alia, as a condition of license. 

5) The applicant shall give notice of the application, at the applicant's expense, in such manner as may 
be prescribed and to such person or persons, including the public in general, as the Director General 
may determine, and such notice shall invite all those to whom it is addressed to submit in writing 
to the Director General, within thirty days from the date of the notice, any objections to or 
representations in connection with the application. 
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6) The applicant shall designate the person or persons accredited in accordance with Section 10.1(4) 
that will install the aquaculture facility. 

7) If, before a licence is issued, there is any change in the particulars submitted under Subsection ( 1) 
or, where an environmental. assessment is required, any change in the information on which the 
environmental assessment is based, the applicant shall immediately communicate such change or 
changes in writing to the Director General. 

8) A person who contravenes Subsection (1), (3), (5) (6) or (7) commits an offence and shall be liable 
on conviction to a fine described in the Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not exceeding 
one year or both. · 

Section 10.32 Standards for approval of aquaculture licence 

1) When considering an application submitted pursuant to Section 10.29, the Committee may have 
regard to: 

a. the technical and financial ability of the applicant to exercise the rights sought in the 
application in a satisfactory manner; 

b. the species of fish that the applicant proposes to farm and the method of aquaculture that 
the applicant proposes to employ; and 

c. any other matters applicable to the licence that, in the opinion of the Director General, are 
relevant. 

2) Where more than one person applies for a licence covering all or part of the same site, preference 
in relation to that site shall be given to the applicant who, in the opinion of the Director General 
Director in consultation wi~ the relevant local government, is the best overall applicant based on 
the information contained in the application. 

Section 10.33 Inspection of proposed site 

1) The Director General may require an inspector to inspect any site proposed by a licence applicant 
for the establishment of an aquaculture facility to determine the suitability or otherwise of such site 
for use as an aquaculture facility. 

~) The Director General may require the relevant licence applicant to pay such fee for the inspection 
carried out pursuant to Subsection (1) as may be prescribed. 

Section 10.34 Conditions for aquaculture licences 

1) The period of validity of each aquaculture licence may not exceed ten years, and shall be subject to 
renewal on an annual basis. 

2) The Director General may approve an aquaculture licence for issuance subject to any conditions 
considered appropriate, including conditions relating to: 

a. the siting, design, equipment and materials to be used in the construction of the 
aquaculture facility; 

b. the control of species of aquatic life that may be introduced into such facility; 

c. the control of feed for use at the aquaculture facility; 
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• 
d . 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

I. 

J· 

the promotion of sanitary conditions in the handling of fish and in the preparation and 
processing of fisheries and aquaculture products; 

preventing the escape of fish from an aquaculture facility; 

preventing and controlling the spread of diseases to fish; 

marketing of fish and fisheries products of an aquaculture facility; 

the disposal of dead fish or waste from an aquaculture facility operated by the licensee 
including relevant consents and notifications required; 

the control and monitoring of water quality in the aquaculture area; 

the use of any chemicals or pharmaceuticals, drugs, antibiotics or other chemicals; 

k. pollution in the proposed area of operation; 

I. employment of a reasonable number of Liberian citizens; 

m. the composition of the feed which may be used; 

n. the types of manures or fertilizers which may be used; 

o. the use of hormones for controlling reproduction or promoting growth; 

p. the disposal of dead or diseased aquaculture products, material or waste resulting from 
aquaculture; 

q. the keeping of records; 

r. compliance with conditions under other relevant legislation in the Republic of Liberia; and 

s. such other conditions as may be requireq or prescribed by the Regulations. 

3) The Director General shall require as a condition oflicence that: 

a. such licence for aquaculture automatically terminate if the facility is not developed within 
the period of time specified on the licence; 

b. the cost of any destruction or damage during the licensing period that is caused by the 
negligence or malpractice of the licence holder, including the epidemic spread of diseases, 
shall be borne by the licence holder. 

4) A person who contravenes any condition described under Subsection (1) or (2) commits an offence 
and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the 
Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not exceeding three years or both. 

Section 10.35 Exclusive rights 

An aquaculture licence shall confer on the holder exclusive rights to harvest the products of the relevant 
aquaculture facility within the area specified in the licence. 

Section 10.36 Registration of ponds used for subsistence aquaculture 
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1) Each person shall register with the Authority any pond or ponds he/she use for purposes of 
subsistence aquaculture. 

2) A person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding three months or both 

CHAPTER 11. MONITORING, CONTROL AND SURVEILLANCE (MCS) 

PART 1-MCS RESPONSIBILTY AND FUNCTIONS 

Section 11.1 Monitoring, control and surveillance responsibility and functions 

1) The Authority shall have primary responsibility for the monitoring, control and surveillance of all 
activities falling within the scope of this Act and international agreements, and its functions in 
relation to monitoring, control and surveillance shall include, inter alia, to: 

a. monitor activities that fall within the scope of this Act, including the provision of 
information and data; 

b. carry out surveillance over activities falling within the scope of this Act; 
c. and 
d. ensure compliance with this Act through effective enforcement. 

2) In discharging the functions and responsibilities of the Authority, the Director General shall 
coordinate and collaborate with relevant Government Ministries, Authorities and agencies, 
including: 

a. the Liberian Coast Guard, pursuant to its mandate in Section 4.3 of the National Defense 
Law of 2008 to render assistance with the protection of marine resources, including 
fisheries; 

b. the Liberian Maritime Authority; 
c. the Ministry of Justice, including the Liberian National Police; and 
d. the Liberia Immigration Service, 

and each such Minisuy, N"1MMity O£ agency and all its officials, ">laff ..- employees shall provide 
full and effective coordinalion, collabomtion and coopeAlion with 1hc Authority, including by 
allowing and assisting the Director General,. fisbcric:..'> inspectu:s and olhec relevant personnel 
carrying out respomibilities and functions UDder tlm Part to perform monitoring, control and 
surveillance activities as invided in this Act. 

3) Any person who fails to cooperate, or otherwise prevents or hinders a fisheries inspector or other 
authorized personnel from performing responsibilities and functions under this Act, in 
contravention of Subsection (2), shall be subject to civil or criminal penalties and disciplinary 
actions under the Civil Service Agency or such other authority as appropriate. 

PART 2 = FUNCTIONS, APPOINTMENT, POWERS OF FISHERIES INSPECTORS 

Section 11.2 Fisheries inspectors - authority and functions 

1) Fisheries inspectors shall exercise monitoring, control, surveillance and compliance functions 
pursuant to this Act: 
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a. within areas under national jurisdiction; and 
b. in relation to such other laws and international conservation and management measures 

beyond areas of national jurisdiction in accordance with any international agreement. 

2) Where fisheries inspectors exercise functions pursuant to Subsection (l)(b), the provisions of this 
Act are applicable as if the duties were performed in areas under national jurisdiction. 

3) The Director General, in consultation with the Board of Directors may, in writing, based on such 
criteria as may be prescribed, authorize experienced foreign fisheries inspectors who have taken an 
oath to enforce this Act to exercise the rights and responsibilities of a fisheries inspector: 

a. in the Fisheries Waters; or 
b. on behalf of Liberia fisheries inspectors in areas beyond national jurisdiction, 

in accordance with this Act and any applicable international agreement, and such inspectors shall 
have full legal status under this Act and the jurisdiction of the Republic of Liberia for the purposes 
of this Act. 

Section 11.3 Appointment of fisheries inspectors 

1) The following persons are deemed to be fisheries inspectors for the purposes of this Act: 

a. the Director General; 
b. employees of the Authority who are appointed, in writing, by the Director General as 

fisheries inspectors; 
c. such members of the Liberia Coast Guard as the Director General and the Minister of 

Defense may both approve in writing and publish through official government public 
notices; 

d. such other category of national government officers trained in enforcement and carrying 
out duties as enforcement officers or inspectors as the Director General and the Minister of 
Justice may both approve in writing and publish through official government public notices. 

2) The Director General may, in writing, appoint any trained and qualified person or category of 
persons as fisheries inspectors for the purposes of this Act, other than persons described in 
Subsection (1), and such personnel shall exercise all powers and privileges accorded by this Act 
and as may be conferred on national police officers and members of the Liberian Coast Guard. 

3) The Director General may limit the exercise of any powers and functions of a fisheries inspector to 
a specific area or period of time. 

Section 11.4 General powers of fisheries inspectors 

1) A fisheries inspector may 90 all such acts and things and give such directions as are reasonably 
necessary for the purposes of exercising any of his/her powers under this Act. 

2) A fisheries inspector may use such force as may be reasonably necessary to enable the eX_ercise of 
his/her powers under this Act. 

3) A fisheries inspector bringing a vessel to a place in the Republic of Liberia in accordance with this 
Act, or in other circumstances where the need for assistance in enforcing this Act is immediate and 
overwhelming, may require any person to assist him or her, and that person shall be deemed to be 
an inspector for the purposes for and time during which he/she is required to act 
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, 
4) Where a fisheries inspector is required to undertake duties in areas beyond national jurisdiction, 

unless provided otherwise in an international agreement or arrangement, the provisions of this Act 
are applicable as if the duties were performed within areas under national jurisdiction. 

5) Where a fisheries inspector has been appointed in accordance with Section 12.3(1) or is otherwise 
serving under the authority of another State where such State is party to an applicable international 
agreement or arrangement with the objective of carrying out fisheries monitoring, control and 
surveillance operations jointly or cooperatively with the Government of Liberia, be/she shall make 
such reports to the Director General as may be required pursuant to the terms of such international 
agreement or arrangement 

6) A fisheries inspector may exercise such other powers as may be prescribed to give effect to this 
Act and any international agreement, fisheries management agreement or international conservation 
and management measures, whether within or beyond areas of national jurisdiction. 

Section 11.5 Identification of fisheries inspectors 

1) A fisheries inspector in exercising any power conferred by this Act shall, upon request, identify 
himself /herself and produce evidence that he/she is a fisheries inspector. 

2) The production by any fisheries inspector of any identification document issued to him or her shall, 
until the contrary is proved, be sufficient authority for any such fisheries inspector to do anything 
which he/she is authorized by this Act to do. 

Section 11.6 Declaration of boarding and inspection 

1) Fisheries inspectors, observers and other personnel conducting boarding and inspection of fishing 
vessels shall certify their presence by signing such Declaration of Boarding and Inspection form as 
may be prescribed or required by the Director General and promptly providing it to the Director 
Ueneral. 

2) Such Boarding and Inspection Form as may be prescribed or required by the Director General shall 
be completed by a fisheries inspector who has participated in the boarding and inspection of a 
fishing vessel pursuant to this Act, other than a boarding and inspection in port, and such fisheries 
inspector or inspector shall promptly provide it to the Director General. 

Section 11.7 Powers of hot pursuit 

A fisheries inspector may, following hot pursuit outside the fisheries waters in accordance with 
international law and commenced within the fisheries waters, stop, board and inspect outside the 
fisheries waters any vessel which he/she has reasonable grounds to believe has been used in the 
commission of an offence under this Act, exercise any powers conferred by this Act and bring such 
vessel and all persons and things on board back into the Fisheries Waters. 

Section 11.8 Immunity of fisheries inspectors and observers 

Excepting acts of gross recklessness or negligence, no action shall be brought against a fisheries 
inspector or observer for anything he/she does or fails to do in good faith in the execution or 
purported execution of his/her powers and duties under this Act. 

Section 11.9 Powers of entry and inspection of :fisheries inspectors 

'/ 5 



1) The application of this section extends to all activities falling within the scope of this Act. 

2) A fisheries inspector may, for purposes and activities falling within the scope of this Act, without 
a warrant: 

a. stop, board, stay on board, enter and inspect any vessel, vehicle or aircraft, including: 

1. any vessel in the Fisheries Waters which be/she bas reason to believe has been 
used, is being used or is intended to be used for fishing or a related activity; 

11. any Liberian vessel outside the Fisheries Waters; and 
iii. any other vessel to which this Act and any international law or agreement applies, 

and such inspection may include the breaking open of any hold or compartment, container 
or other receptacle upon a boarded vessel that the fisheries inspector has reasonable grounds 
to believe may contain evidence of an offence under this Act; 

-
b. enter, examine and inspect any premises or place, other than premises used exclusively as 

a-dwelling house, including premises that are part of or attached to a dwelling house which 
he/she reasonably suspects are used fur activities tailing within the scope of this Act .. 

1. in or on which he/she bas reason to suspect that evidence of an offence against 
this Act may be found; or 

11. that it is necessary or expedient to enter or search to ascertain whether this Act 
is being or has been complied with; 

c. stop any person and examine any record, article, container, gear, apparatus, device or fish 
in the possession of that person; 

d. pass across any land; 

e. monitor landing and transhipment operations and take samples, photographs and relevant 
documentation; 

f. require a person engaged or apparently engaged in any activity for which a license, 
authorization or other permission is required under this Act or an applicable international 
agreement to: 

1. give information about the relevant activity; 
ii. state whether he/she holds a license, endorsement or other authorization under 

this Act and, if so, to produce the license, endorsement or other authorization: 
iii. state his or her name, date of birth and place of abode; 

g. make an entry dated and signed by her/him in a vessel's log, and require the master to sign 
the entry, or to indicate on a chart or other document the position of the vessel at that time 
and initial such chart or other document accordingly; 

h. require any person associated or apparently associated with a vessel, vehicle, aircraft, 
premises, facility, or other place or activity falling within the scope of this Act, to provide 
such information as may be reasonably required for the enforcement of this Act; 

1. examine any gear, equipment, record or other document that is found in or on any vessel, 
vehicle, aircraft, premises, facility or place, that he/she has reason to believe has been used, 
is being used or is intended to be used for or in relation to any activity requiring a license 
or authorization under this Act; 
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j. examine and/or test or cause to be examined and/or tested any electronic equipment 
required to be on board any vessel or used for the any purpose that falls within the scope of 
this Act, 

and may examine and inspect any document, record, article, gear, equipment, apparatus, device, 
container, fish and contents of any kind found therein or thereon. 

3) A fisheries inspector may, without a warrant, erect a temporary barrier across a public road for the 
purpose of implementing any relevant authority in Subsection (2). 

4) An authorized officer may, in respect of premises used exclusively as a dwelling house, only 
conduct searches in accordance with this section and seizures in accordance with Section 12.9 with 
a warrant issued by any court of competent jurisdiction and the provisions of this section shall apply 
mutatis mutandis. 

Section 11.10 Power to take, detain, remove and secure information and evidence 

1) A fisheries inspector may, for purposes and activities falling within the scope of this Act, without 
a warrant: 

a. inspect, take, detain and secure samples, logbooks, documents, records, documents, records 
and other information, or copies thereof, from any vessel, vehicle, aircraft, premises, 
facility or other place, other than premises used exclusively as a dwelling house but 
including premises that are part of or attached to a dwelling house used for activities falling 
within the scope of this Act; 

b. take, detain, and secure: 

1. any vessel, vehicle, aircraft, gear, implement, appliance, material, container, goods, 
• equipment, explosive or noxious substance or item that he/she has reason to believe 

has been taken or used, is being used or is intended to be used in or in relation to 
the commission of an offence in contravention of this Act; 

ii. any fish which the fisheries inspector believes on reasonable grounds are being, or 
have been taken, killed, transported, bought, sold or found in the possession of any 
person in contravention of this Act, and any fish with which such fish have been 
intermixed; 

ill. any logs, charts or other documents required to be maintained under this Act or the 
terms of any license or which he/she has reason to believe show, or tend to show, 
the commission of an offence against this Act, including any license issued under 
this Act; and 

iv. any article, record or item which he/she has reason to believe might be used is 
evidence in any administrative or legal proceeding under this Act; 

c. require any person in charge or control or apparent charge or control of any activity in 
respect of which a license, authorization or other permission is required under this Act or 
an applicable international agreement, including the master of a vessel, to: 

i. produce the registration, license, authorization or other permission required 
for or in relation to the activity; 

11. produce any other documents in relation to the activity ; 

111. give any other relevant information, 
and the fisheries inspector may take copies of, or extracts from, any document. 
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d. make or take copies of any record, and for this purpose may take possession of and remove 
from the place where they are kept any such records, for such period of time as is reasonable 
in the circumstances; 

e. if necessary, require a person to reproduce, or assist the authorized officer to produce in 
a useable form, information recorded or stored in a document; 

f. require any person associated or apparently associated with a vessel premises, facilities or 
other place or activity falling within the scope of this Act, to provide such information as 
may be reasonably required for the monitoring or enforcement of this Act; and 

g. otherwise remove and secure any item that may reasonably be considered to be evidence 
of an offence against this Act. 

2) Where a fisheries inspector is questioning a person pursuant to Subsection (1), he/she may require, 
interalia: 

a . the person being questioned to provide answers including any explanation or 
information concerning any vessel or any place or thing or fishing method, gear, 
apparatus, record, document, article, device, or thing relating to the taking, sale, buying, 
trade, import, export or possession of any fish; and 

b . that person or any other person to produce any permit, authority, approval, permission, 
licence, certificate or other document issued in relation to any vessel or person. 

3) A fisheries inspector may detain any person, vessel, vehicle, or aircraft, parcel, package, record, 
document, article, gear, equipment, apparatus, device, container, fish or thing for such period as is 
reasonably necessary to enable the fisheries inspector to carry out an examination or search under 
this Act. 

4) 4. A written receipt shall be given to the owner, apparent owner, agent, or person in control or 
apparent control of any article or item taken or detained in accordance with this section for such 
article or item, and the grounds for the taking or detention shall be stated in the receipt. 

Section 11.11 Power to use reasonable means to stop and to take control of a fishing 
vessel 

1) A fisheries inspector may, where the master of a fishing vessel does not stop that vessel within a 
reasonable period of time following a request made pursuant to Section 12.9(2)(a), including in 
cases of hot pursuit in accordance with Section 12.7, use any reasonable means consistent with 
international law to stop the vessel, including, inter alia, firing a warning shot or using a device to 
impede use of the system for propelling the vessel. 

2) A fisheries inspector may not fire at or into a fishing vessel unless fired upon or is in imminent 
threat of serious bodily hafr?. or death. 

3) Where a fisheries inspector has reason to believe that a vessel has been used, is being used or is 
intended to be used to commit, or in relation to the commission of, a fisheries offence, or where a 
vessel has been seized under this Act, he/she may, including in cases of hot pursuit in accordance 
with Section 12.7: 

a. bring the vessel, or require the master to bring the vessel to such place in the Republic of Liberia 
as he directs; and 
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b. remain in control of the vessel pending the taking and determination of proceedings for the 
offence, or require the master to- remain in control of the vessel at that place until a fisheries 
inspector permits him to depart from that place; 

4) A :fisheries inspector bringing a vessel to a place in Liberia in accordance with Subsection (3), or 
in other circumstances where the need for assistance in enforcing this Act is immediate and 
overwhelming, may require any person to assist him or her, and that person shall be deemed to be 
a fisheries inspector for the pwposes and time during which, he/she is required to assist. 

5) Where a vessel is being brought to a place in the Republic of Liberia in accordance with Subsection 
(3) no claim may be made~ any fisheries mspector, observer or 1he Authority in-respect of 
any death, injwy, loss or d~age occurring while the vessel is being so brought, other than a claim 
in respect of the death of or injury to a fisheries inspector, and where the master is required to 
remain in control she or he shall be responsible for the safety of the vessel and each person on board 
the vessel until the vessel arrives at the designated port. 

Section 11.12 Power to immobilize a fishing vessel 

1) Where a fishing vessel has been seized or detained in accordance with Section 12.l0(b)(i) or where 
it has been brought to a place in the country in accordance with Section 12.11{3), a fisheries 
inspector may remove any of its part or parts, or otherwise secure the fishing vessel, for the purpose 
of immobilizing it. 

2} Where any part or -parts of a -vessel have been removed in accordance with Subsection ( 1 ): 

a. the part or parts shall be kept safely and returned to the vessel immediately upon its lawful 
release from custody; and 

b. no person shall: 
i) possess or arrange to obtain such part or parts; 
ii} ~ 01 an:an-ge to obtain -anyn:p~ or substitute -pa:rt oqmts; 
iii) fit or attempt to fit any part or parts or any replacement or substitute part or parts to a vessel 

immobilized pursuant to this Act. 

3) A person who contravenes Subsection (2) commits an offen:ce and shall be liable on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or imprisonment for 
a renn not exceeding one yem- m both. 

Section 11.13 Power to confiscate Seamen's' Books 

The Director General may approve the confiscation of the passports and seamen's books of the master 
and crew of a vessel for up to one week during an investigation of an offence against this Act by such 
master and crew if it is apparent dmt the passport and seamen. 's books wou{d fdcilitate travel outside the 
country -prior 1o 1he con.erosion of ihe investigation. The inspector must tum over all documents 
confiscated under this section to the Liberia Immigration Service for safe keeping. 

Section 11.14 Power of detention 

l) A fisheries inspector may, if he/she believes on reasonable grounds that a person is committing or 
has committed an off-encc -aga:mst th:is Act, or if a -person 11SSffll!is frimlh_er or my other fisheries 
inspector, inspector, observer, or fishery dock observer, while exercising his/her powers or duties 
under this Act, or offers a bribe to a fisheries inspector or observer: 

a. order that person to fo~ cease and desn.-t; 
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b. request that person to supply to the fisheries inspector that person's name, date of birth, 
residentiai address and occupation and may request that person to supply such verification of 
those details as it is reasonable in the circumstances to require that person to provide; and 

c. detain, without warrant, that person. 

2) If a fisheries inspector detains a person under Subsection (1) be/she shall cause the person to be 
delivered into the custody ofa member of the Liberian National Police as soon as -practicable and 
that person shall thereafter be dealt with in accordance with the relevant law or laws, except that 
the duties .relating to the- laying and filing of an in.formation shall be the duties of the detaining 
fisheries inspector and not a member of the Liberia National Police. 

Section 11.15 Power of inspection 

l) For the purposes of1his section: 

a. a vessel's equipment, gear, furniture, appurtenances, stores, cargo and aircraft shall be deemed 
to form part of the vessel; and 

b. aircraft operating independently of a vessel shall be subject to this section. 

2) A fisheries inspector may inspect: 

a. any vessel or other conveyance, fishing gear, implement, appliance, material, container, goods, 
equipment or thing which the fisheries inspector believes. on reasonable grounds is being or has 
been or is intended- to be used in the commission of an offence against this Act; 

b. any fish which the fisheries inspector believes on reasonable grounds are being, or have been 
taken, killed, transported, bought, sold or fuund in the-possession of any person in contravention 
of this Act and any other fish with which such fish are intermixed; 

c. any article, record or thing which the fisheries inspector believes on reasonable grounds may 
be or contain evidence of an offence against this Act; 

d. and retain any passport and seaman's book: 

i) of the master and crew of a vessel directed to return to and remain in port pursuant to this 
Act until the vessel is permitted to depart; · 

ii) of any person detained, until that person is brought before a court; or 
iii) pursuant to any order of a Court; and 

e. any other item which the fisheries inspector has reasonable grounds to believe: 

i) has been or is being used in the commission of an offence against this Act; 
ii) has been seized or forfeited under this Act; or 
iii) has been unlawfully removed from custody under this Act. 

3) Anything seized pursuant to Subsection (2) shall be delivered into custody of the Director General. 

4) A written notice shall be given to the person from whom any article or thing was inspected or to 
any other person whom the fisheries inspector believes is the owner or person otherwise entitled to 
possession of the article or thing inspected and the grounds for such inspection shall be stated in 
the receipt. 
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Section 11.16 Authority of f"isheries inspector in relation to abandoned fishing 
vessels, fishing gear, fish or fish products 

1) Where a fisheries inspector has reason to believe that any fishing vessel, fishing gear, fish or fish 
product has been abandoned for the purpose of avoiding prosecution, he/she shall report same 
immediately to the Authority. Upon receipt of the informatio~ the Authority shall notify the owner 
of the vessel to remove the abandoned fishing material(s) within Thirty (30) days; otherwise, the 
Authority shall take administrative decision against the vessel or apply to the Court of competent 
jurisdiction for an Order to dispose of the fishing vessel, fishing gear, fish or fish product. 

, 

2) Where a fishing vessel, fishing gear or fish product is abandoned, and a fisheries inspector believes 
that any person is liable to be investigated., semclted or auested in connection with a commission 
of an offence under ibis Act, or that person has absconded to any place within or outside Liberia, 
or has concealed himself or herself so that he/she cannot be searched, arrested or otherwise 
investigated, the fisheries inspector may cause investigation measures to be taken in relation to the 
area or premises-and property previously in possession, occupation or under control of the suspect. 

PART 3 -FUNCTIONS. APPOINTMENT AND DUTIES OF OBSERVERS 

Section 11.17 Observer-program 

l) An observer programme shall be established by the Director General for the purpose of collecting, 
recording and reporting reliable and accurate infu~on fur scientific, monitoring, management, 
and compliance purposes including: 

a. the species, quantity, size, age, and condition of fish taken; 

b. the methods by which, the areas in which, and the depths at which, fish are taken; 

c. the effects of fishing methods on fish, and the environment; 

d. all aspects of the operation of any vessel; 

e. processing, transportation, tran:sbi:pment, storage, or disposal of any fish; 

f. monitoring the implementation of management measures and applicable international 
conscrnrtion and management measures; and 

g. any other matter that may assist the Director General to obtain, analyse, or verify 
information for fisheries scientific, management, and compliance purposes. 

Observers may be deployed as directed by the Director General in accordance with this Act, any 
applicable intcmational agreement or arrangements, including an agieement or a:mmgement with 
the objective of carrying out fisheries monitoring, control and surveillance operations jointly or 
cooperatively with another State, or any international conservation and management measures on 
any vessel used for fishing. transhipment, transportation and/or landing of fish within and beyond 
the Fisheries Waters and such other uses as may fall within the scope of this Act. 

3) Where observers exercise functions beyond areas of national jurisdiction pursuant to Subsection 
(2), the provisions of this Act are applicable as if1he duties were -perfurmed in areas under national 
jurisdiction and all responsibilities and duties under this Act of operators, crew members or other 
relevant persons to such observer shall be fully applicable. 

Rl 



Section 11.18 Appointment and identification of observers 

1) The Director General may appoint a person in writing to be an observer for the purposes of this 
Act, but shall not appoint as observer a crew member of the vessel being observed or any person 
directly OT indirectly connected with the fishing vessel company being observed including as 
employee or contractor. 

2) Observers may be deployed as may be directed by the Director General in accordance with this 
Act and any applicable international agreement, or international conservation and management 
measures on any vessel used fur fishing, transhipment, transportation or landing of fish and such 
other uses as may fall within 1.he scope o-f 1.his Act. 

3) An observer may be employed by the Authority or on a contractual basis with valid Identity Card. 

4) An observer shall on request identify himself/ herself and produce evidence that he/she is an 
observer. 

Section 11.19 Duties of observers 

The duties of an observer shall include collecting and reporting reliable and accurate information for 
scientific, management, and compliance purposes including: 

(a) the species, quantity, size, age, and condition of fish taken; 
(b) the methods by which, the areas in which, and the depths at w.hich, fish are 

taken; 
( c) the effects of fishing methods on fish, and the environment: 
(d) all aspects of the operation of any vessel; 
( e) processing, transportation, transhipment, storage, or disposal of any fish or fish 

product; 
(f} monitoring the implementation of management measures and applicable 

international conservation and management measures; and 
(h) any other matter as directed by the Director General to obtain, analyse, or 

verify information for fisheries scientific-, management, and compliance 
purposes. 

Section 11.20 Observer costs 

1) The costs of operating the observer programme shall consist of funds paid by: 

a. licence holders in respect of all or any vessels licensed or authorized pursuant to this 
Act as a specified component of the licence fee as provided in Section 10.10, at such 
level and in such manner as the Director General may require, m accordance with any 
relevant policy which may be adopted by 1.he Board of Directors or such level as may 
be prescribed; 

b . such other som:ce as may be qualified to contribute to the Fund established· by the 
Director General. 

2) The costs referred tom Subsection (I) shall include, inter alia: 

a. full insurance coverage; 
b. salary; 
c. allowances; 
d. equipment; 
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e. training; 
f. all travel and associated expenses to and from the vessel to which the observer is 

assigned; and 
g. other costs associated with the management and administration of the observer 

programme at a level to be prescribed or approved in writing by the Board of Directors. 

3) Where payment required pursuant to Subsection (1) is not made, the fishing license shall be 
deemed to be suspended and without legal force or effect until payment in full has been made 
and acknowledged in writing by the Authority. 

Section 11.21 Notice of intention to place observers 

l) Before placing any observer on a fishing vessel, the Director General shall notify the holder of the 
license or authorization or his/her agent_ of the requirement to take an observer on board at a 

specified time and place and to remain on board for a specified period of time and to disembark at 
a specified place, and such notification may include designating places beyond areas of national 
jurisdiction of the Republic of Liberia or involve calling the vessel to port. 

2) Upon receipt of a notice given under Subsection (1), no person shall: 
a. canse or aUow the vessel to which the notice relates to put to sea without taking on board 

the observer(s) at the time and place specified in such notice; or 
b. otherwise refuse to take on board such observer(s). 

3) The operator of a licensed vessel shall notify the Director General: 

a. at the beginning of each licensing period of any port or ports in Liberia where it intends 
to base operations for purposes of observer placement, and if placement is not possible 
at such port or ports the operator of the vessel shall be responsible to the Director 
General or all and any extra costs incurred in observer placement; and 

b. of the intended time of entry into and subsequent departure from port at such reasonable 
time prior to such entry as the Director General may direct for the pmpose of arranging 
observer deployment. 

4) Any person who contravenes Subsection (2) or (3) commits an offence and upon conviction shall 
be liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding three years or both. 

Section 11.22 Duties of licensee and others to observers 

l) The license or authorization holder and the owner, operator, charterer, master and every crew 
member of a fishing vessel, and such other -person as the Director General may require, shall, in 
respect of any observer or observers he/she may designate: 

a. carry the observer( s) on board the fishing vessel at all times at the direction of the 

Director General; 
b. allow the observer(s) to board the vessel to which the license relates at such time and 

place as the Director General may require; 
c. facilitate the activities of the observer(s) on board the vesset 
d. ensure that the observer(s) has/have full access to and the use of facilities, gear and 

equipment on board the vessel which the observer may determine is necessary to carry 

out his duties, including: 
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1. any fish on board the vessel which may be used to hold, process, weigh and 
store fish; 

11. the bridge and the communications and navigation equipment of the vessel; 

m. the documents and records, including all logbooks of the vessel, whether 
required to be carried and maintained under this Act or otherwise for 
purposes of inspection and copying; 

e. permit the observer(s) at all times to: 

1. receive and transmit messages and communicate with the shore and other vessels 

by means of the vessel's communications equipment or other device or 
equipment in the possession of the observer(s); 

ii. take, measure, remove from the vessel and retain samples or whole specimens of 
any fish; 

iii. store samples and whole specimens on the vessel, including samples and whole 

specimens held in the vessel's freezing facilities; 

iv. take photographs of the fishing activities, including fish, gear, equipment, 

documents, charts and records, and remove from the vessel such photographs or 
film as he/she may have taken or used on board the vessel; 

v. gather such other information relating to fisheries as may be required for 

purposes of carrying out the objectives of this Act; 

f. not tamper with, destroy, remove from the possession of or otherwise interfere with any 

device or equipment in the possession of the observer(s); 

g. allow the observer(s) to disembark at such time and place the Director General may 

require or in accordance with an applicable access agreement, provided it is in accordance 
with the safe operation of the vessel; and 

h. ensure the safety of the observer(s) at all times. 

2) The provisions of Subsection (1) shall apply: 

a. when the vessel is at any place in the fisheries waters or such other place where fish taken 
from the fisheries waters is unloaded or transhipped as may be required in the applicable 
licence, access agreement or international conservation and management measures, or as 
may be otherwise authorized under any applicable access or other agreement, or in the 
applicable licence or authorization; and 

b. in the case of a Liberian fishing vessel operating under an authorization to fish in the high 
seas in areas subject to international conservation and management measures, when the 
vessel is on the high seas in an area subject to such international conservation and 
management measures or otherwise in accordance with such measmes or the applicable 
license or authorization. 

3) Any person who contravenes Subsection ( 1) or part thereof commits an offence and upon conviction 
shall be liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule or 
a term of imprisonment not exceeding three years or both 
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Section 11.23 Conditions for observers 

1) The operator and license holder in respect of any vessel on which an observer is placed shall: 

a. provide full board, accommodation and access to any cooking and toilet facilities and 
amenities at officer level or similar standard approved in writing by the Director General 
and free of charge at all times; 

b. provide a safe work area adjacent to the sample collection site, for sampling and storage 

of fish to be sampled, including where reasonably possible a sampling table which 

permits the observer to stand upright and is of reasonable depth or of such dimensions 

as may be prescribed or required in writing by the Director General; 

c. notify the observer at least 15 minutes before fish are brought on board, or fish and fish 

products are transferred from the vessel, to allow sampling the catch or observing the 
transfer; 

d. collect bycatch when requested by an observer; 

e. collect and carry baskets of fish when requested by an observer; 

f. allow an observer to determine the sex of fish when this procedure will not decrease the 

value ofa significant -portion of the catch; 

g. take measurements, including of decks, codends and holding bins; and 

h. ensure that transfers of observers at sea via small boat or raft are carried out during 
daylight hours, under safe conditions, and with the agreement of any observer involved. 

2) An operator or licence holder of a vessel who contravenes Subsection ( 1) commits an offence 

and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the 

Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not exceeding three years or both, and in addition 

the applicable licence or authorization may be suspended or cancelled. 

PART 4 PROTECTION OF AND DUTIES TO AUTHORIZED PERSONS 

Section 11.24 Authorized persons 

For the purposes of this Part, "authorized person" refers to any fisheries inspector or observer 
appointed pursuant to this Act. 

Section 11.25 Protection of authorized persons from liability 

1) Any authorized person, including persons with delegated authority and any person assisting a 

fisheries inspector pursuant to Section 12.4(3), who acts or omits to act while performing duties 

under this Act shall not be subject to any action, liability, claim or demand for any matter or 

thing done or omitted to be done in good faith in the performance or purported performance of 

any function or duty, or exercise or purported exercise of any power under this Act. 
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2) Where a vessel is being brought to a place in Liberia in accordance with this Act: 

a. where the master is required to remain in control, the master shall be responsible for the 

safety of the vessel and each person on board the vessel until the vessel arrives at the 
designated place; and 

b. no claim may be made against any authorized person in respect of any death, injury, loss 
or damage that occurs while the vessel is being brought to such place. 

3) The State shall not be held directly or indirectly liable for an act or omission of any authorized 
person or person, unless such person would incur liability for the act or omission. 

Section 11.26 Duties to authorized persons 

1) For the purposes of this section "fail" includes any effort which does not result in meeting the 
specified requirement. 

2) No person shall: 

a. being the operator or crew member of a vessel, fail or refuse to allow and assist any 
authorized person: 

1. safe boarding of a vessel; 

u. to have full access to and use of all facilities, gear and equipment on boru.:! 
which such authorized person may determine is necessary to carry out his/her 
duties, including full access to the bridge, fish and fish products on board, 

fishing gear and areas which may be used to hold, process, weigh or store fish; 
that are not of a specified size or dimension; 

m. to have full access to the vessel's records including its logs, charts and 

documentation and other information relating to fishing, whether required to be 
carried and maintained under this Act or otherwise, for purposes of carrying out 
functions and exercising powers under this Act, including records inspection 
and copying; 

1v. to have access to all navigational and communications equipment; 
v. to take, measure, store on or remove from the vessel and retain such reasonable 

samples or whole specimens of any fish as may be required for scientific 
purposes; 

vi. where any authorized person is forced by circumstances to stay on board the 
vessel for a prolonged period of time, provide him/her while on board the vessel 

with food, accommodation and medical facilities equivalent to that accorded to 
officers of the vessel, at the expense of the operator; and 

vii. safe disembarkation from a vessel; 

b. fail or refuse to allow an audit, inspection, examination or search that is authorized by or 
under this Act to be made or impede the same; 

c. in respect of any premises, facility, including those used for aquaculture, cold storage, 
export and processing, landing site or other place where person(s) engage in activities 
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within the scope of this Act fail or refuse to facilitate by all reasonable means the entry 

into and inspection by an authorized person in accordance with this Act of: 

1. the entire premises, facility, landing site or other place including storage areas; 

and 
ii. any iish oc fish pn,duct,. iismng gear, equipment m records; 

d. fail, refuse or neglect to immediately and fully comply with every lawful instruction or 

direction given by an authorized person; 

e. deny a request by an authorized person made in the course of exercising his or her duties 

and powers under this Act, including requesting access to records, documents, areas, 

~ and equipment iw:luding na.vigaoon and communication equipment and <hat 
equipment be turned on for his or her use; 

f. when lawfully required to state his/her name, date of birth and place of abode to an 

authorized person .furl or refuse to do so or slate a false name, date of birth or place of 

abode to the authorized person; 

g. when lawfully required by an authorized person to give information, give information 
which. is false, incorrect or misleading in any material respect; 

h. resist lawful arrest for any act prohibited by this Act; 

1. aid, incite or encourage another person to assault., resist, intimidate or obstruct an 

authorized person who is carrying out his/her duties or exercising his/her powers under 

this Act, or .any per&Oll lawfu11.y acting under a fisheries inspector's instructions or in 
his/her aid; 

j. interfere with, delay or prevent by any means, the apprehension or arrest of another 

person havmg rea.50rnlbte grounds to believe that such person has committed an act in 
contravention of this Act; 

k. fail or refuse to allow an authorized person to carry out all duties safely, or to take all 
reasonable measures to ensure the safety of an authorized person as appropriate in the 

pei fonnanee uf hislher duties; 

l. impersonate or falsely represent himself or herself to be a fisheries inspector, or to be a 

person lawfully acting under the Director General's instructions -0r in his/her aid; 

m. impersonate or falsely represent himself or herself to be the master or an officer, or not 

to be the master or an officer, of a fishing~; 

n. fail to sail a seized vessel to a place in Liberia designated by a fisheries inspector and 

fail to ensure the safety of all those on board; 
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o. interfere with an authorized person in the performance of his/her duties; or in any other 

way <mStruct-0r hinder an. auth.oriz~ person. in. the ex.eocis.e of bis or her powers, <luiies 
or functions under this Act; 

p. use abusive or threatening language or insulting gestures or behave in a threatening or 
msmfurg mmmertowaros· an mrthorized peISOO WOO IS cm-rymg oot ms/her duties OF 

exercising his/her powers m1der this Act, or towards any person lawfully acting under 
the fisheries inspector's instructions or in his/her aid; or 

q. obstruct, resist, delay, refuse boarding to, intimidate, or kidnap an authorized person 
who is performing his/her duties or exercising his/her powers under this Act, or any 
peT'SDI'! lawfully acting m:rder a fisheries inspector's msmictions or m his/her aid; or 

r. breach any other duty to an authorized person as required under this Act. 

3) A person who contravenes Subsection (2) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction 
to a: fine not: exceeding the n:imrimmn amoont· described irr tire Secomi Sched:ttle in Tespect of 
Subsections {2) {a) -{h) and the maximwn amount described in the Second Schedule in respect 

of Subsections (2) (i) - (r) or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding ten years or both, and in 

ad&tion. the appltcab!e licen.ce or au.thori~~tioo. may be ~....oo or c:mce!led. 

PARTS - VESSEL MONITORING SYSTEM 

Section 11.27 VesselMonitoringSystem 

The Director General shall establish and operate vessel monitoring systems for purposes of monitoring, 
control and surveillance, and managing the ope.rati011S of tishing vessels under this Act The operatm 
of any industrial fishing vessel, as a condition of license, shall install, maintain and operate a VMS 
transponder in ac.ccrdance. with such cooditioos as prescribea or reqmred. by the Di-rector Genexal. The. 
mobile transceiver unit (MTU) or other device or equipment shall be an integral component of a vessel 
monitoring system at all times while the :fishing vessel is in the Fisheries Waters or, in respect of a 
Liberian fishing vessel. in areas beyond national jurisdiction.. or such other are-a. as may be prescribed 
or agreed in an international agreement or international conservation .and management measures. 

1) The operator of each fishing vessel required to install, maintain and operate equipment pursuant 
to Subsection (2} shall do-so at ms/her own expense. 

2) The operator of each fishing vessel licensed pursuant to this Act shall comply with all license 
c.oruJ.itions and shall immediately: 

a. notify the Director General when the MTU or other device ceases to operate in 

a~ with such reqmremetl'ts-; mid 
b. cause the vessel to cease fishing except as otherwise authorized by the Director General. 

3) Where the MTU or other device ceases to operate as required, the operator shall immediately: 

a. give notice to the Director General in accordance with Subsection ( 4) and submit to 

the Dm:c:torGeneral a .report of the vessel's-~ call sign-, pesitnm ( eapressed in 
latitude and longitudes to the minntes of arc) and the date and time of the report at 



intervals of four hours or such other period as the Director General may notify the 
operator; or 

b. cause the vessel to immediately return to the port of M-0nrovia in the Republic of 

Liberia. 

4) No person shall: 

a. without lawful excuse render inoperative or otherwise interfere with an MTU or other 
device installed p~uant to .this section so that it does not operate ac.curately or in 
accordance with any prescribed conditions; 

b. whether within or beyond areas under national jurisdiction, knowingly, recklessly or 
negligently destroy, damage, 1:ender inopenrti"e w: othetwise lntetlete with any part of 
an automatic location communicator or vessel monitoring system aboard a vessel 
licensed p~uant to this Act. or intentionally feed or input into that system information 
or data w.hich is not officially required or is IPeaningless; or 

c. knowingly, recklessly or negligently divulge information or data obtained from a 
vessel monitoring s.ystem or a system of reporting OI recording required or permitted 
under this Act, other than in the course of duty and to a person or persons entitled to 
receive that information or data in the course of duty. 

5) The operator shall comply with such other conditions that may be prescribed or the Director 

General may require, including: 

a. the type of vessel monitoring system equipment to be used; 
b. installation procedures; 
C. operational I1?4mreme.nts; 
d. information requirements; 
e. confidentiality; and 
f. declaration reports.. 

6) Any person who contravenes Subsection (4), (5) (6) or (7) commits an offence and upon 
conviction .shall be liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in. the Second 
Schedule or a term of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

PART6- REQUIREMENTS FOR THE USE OF PORT 

Section 11.28 Entry to port by foreign fishing vessels- and industrial fishing vessels 

1) No foreign fishing vessel or industrial fishing vessel shall enter or use a _port in the Republic of 
Liberia unless: 

a. the port has been designated by public notice for use by foreign and industrial fishing 
vessels;_ 

b. the operator has given at least 72 hours advance notice or such other notice as may be 
prescribed or required by the Director General; 

c. the operator has provided to the Director General such information as may be 
pr~bed or hef she. may re.quire; 
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d . a written authorization for the entry into such port has been issued by the Director 
General and 

e. where the Director General has authorized entry of such vessel into port pursuant to 
Subsection (a), the master of the vessel or the vessel's representative presenu; the 
authorization to a :fisheries inspector or other competent officer upon the vessel's 
arrival at port. 

2) This section shall apply at a minimum to all foreign fishing vessels equal to or greater than 12 
meters in length overall, and the Director General may by public notice apply the requirements 
in this section.,.Section 11..29 and Section 11.30 to foreign fi:,,hing vessels below 12 meters 
length overall and foreign fishing vessels operating under charter. 

3) The operator, master and charterer of a vessel that contravenes Subsection (1) commits an 
offence and.shall be. liable on. con.viction to a fine not exceeding the maximum amount 
described in the Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

Section 11.29 Vessels may be prohibited from entering port 

1) Authorization to enter a port shall be denied by the Port Authority, at the direction of the 
Director General or bis designee,_ to all foreign fishing vess.els,. and~ be. denied. to oilier 
industrial fishing vessels where there is sufficient proof that a vessel seeking entry into port has 
engaged in illegal, unreported mJd unregulated fishing or fishing related activities in support of 
such fishing, in particular the inclusion of a vessel on a list of vessels having engaged in such 
fishing or fishing related activities adopted by a regional fisheries management organization, in 
which the Republic of Llheriais. a member or cooperating_non.-memb.er,. in accordance with the 
rules and procedures of such organization and in conformity with international law. 

2) Notwithstanding Subsection (1), authorization for such a vessel to enter a port may be given 
exclusively for the p111pose of inspecting it;md taking other appropriate actions in conformity 
with international law which is at least as effective as denial of port entry. 

3) A person who contravenes Subsection (1) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction 
to a. fine not exceeding the maximum amount described in the Second Schedule. or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding five years or both. 

Section 11.30 Denial of the use of port to a foreign fishing vessel 

1) Where a foreign fishing vessel has entered a port in the Republic of Liberia, and whether or not 
it has been inspected,. the Director General shall deny that vessel the use of the port for landing, 
transshipping, packaging or processing of fish that have not been previously landed or for other 
port services, inel:uding, inter alia, .refueling and resupplying, .maintenance and dry-ifocking, 
where: 

a. the vessel does not have a valid and applicable authorization to engage in fishing or 
fishing related activities. required by its. flag State~ 

b. the vessel has not been granted a valid and applicable license to engage in fishing or 
fishing related activities required under this Ac~ 

c. there is clear evidence that the fish on board was taken in contravention of applicable 
requirements of any coastal State in respect of areas under the national jurisdiction of 
that coastal State; 
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d. the flag State of any foreign fishing vessel does not conform within a reasonable 
period of time on the request of the Direct.or General that the ii.shoo. .boar.d was taken 
in accordance with applicable requirements of a relevant regional fisheries 
managementorganization;or 

e. there are reasonable grounds to believe that the vessel was otherwise engaged in 
illegal, unreported or unregulated fishing or fishing related activities in support of 
illegal, unreported or unregulated fishing, unless the operator of the vessel can 
establish: 

i. that it was acting in a manner consistent with relevant laws of the Republic of 
Liberia and applicable international conservation and management measures~ 
or 

11. in the case of provision of personnel, fuel, gear and other supplies at sea, that 
the vessel that was provisioned was not at the time of provisioning a vesseJ 
referred to in subparagraph ( e ). 

2) Notwithstanding Subsection ( 1 ), a vessel shall not be denied the use of port services essential to 
the. safe.ty and health. of the. crew and the safety of the vess~ provided these needs are duly 
proven, or, where appropriate, for the scrapping of the vessel. 

3) Inspection of vessels in port shall conform to such procedures as may be prescribed, and a 
report of the inspection shall be made in accor.daoce with such requirements as .may be 
prescribed. 

4) Where a foreign fishing vessel in a port in the Republic of Liberia has been inspected, the 
Director Ge.neral shall deny that vessel the use of port for \anding,. transshipping,. packaging or 
processing of fish that have not been previously landed or for other port services, including, 
inter~ refileling and resupplying, ma ioteoaoc~ and drydoc.king, where there are clear 
grounds for believing that a vessel has engaged in illegal, unreported or unregulated fishing or 
related activities in support of such fishing. 

5) The operator of a vessel that uses a port where such use has been denied pursuant to Subsection 
(1) commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding the maximum 
..amount describen in the Second Schednl.e or 11 term of imprisonment not exceeding ten years or 
both. 

Section 11.31 Transmittal of inspection results 

The Director General shall, to the extent practicable and in any case where there is clear evidence of 
j]Je~ unreported or unregulated fishing, transmit the results of the inspection carried out pursuant to 
section 11.30, to the flag State of the inspected vessel and, as appropriate, to: 

( a) those States for which there is evidence through inspection that the vessel has engaged 
in illegal, unreported or unregulated fishing or fishing related activities in support of 
such fishing within w.aters under their national jurisdiction; 

(b) the State of which the vessel's master is a national; 
(c) relevant regional fisheries management organizations; and 
( d) relevant international organizations. 
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Section 11.32 Offense to provide goods or services to vessel denied the use of port 

Any person who, knowing or having reasonable cause to know that a vessel has been denied the use 
of port to land, tranship, package or process fish that have not been previously landed or to use other 
port services, including, inter alia, refueling and resupplying, maintenance and dry-docking, pursuant 
to Section 1130 ( 1) or (3) commits an. offence and shall be liable on. con.victiou tQ a fin.e oot 
exceeding the maximnm amoun.t described in the Second Schedule or a term of imprisonment not 
exceeding five years or both. 

CHAPTER 12. REQUIREMENTS FOR ARRESTED PERSONS AND SEIZED ITEMS 

Section 12.1 Arrest; seize or detention and release of foreign fishing vessels, crew members 

1) In cases of arrest or detention of foreign fishing vessels, the Authority shall promptly notify the 
flag State, through appropriate channels, of the .action taken and of any penalties subsequently 
imposed. 

2) Any foreign :fishing vessel and its crew arrested pursuant to this Act shall be promptly released 
upon the posting of reasonable bond or other security. 

3) Notwithstanding in the absence of any agreement to the contrary with the State of which the 
vessel or jts crew are forejgn nationals, penalties for violations of this Act ID .such .exclusive 
economic zone as may be declared by the Republic of Liberia shall not include imprisonment or 
any other form of corporal punishment. 

Section 12.2 Prompt judicial or administrative proceedings. 

1) A person arrested or detained under this Act shall promptly be brought before a Court or be subject 
to administrative proceedings ID accord.an.ce with this Act. 

2) Where a person does not appear to answer a charge within ninety (90) days, any item seized from 
that person shall be forfeited to the State. 

Section 12.3 Delivery and n~tice for seized items 

1) Any item seized pursuant to this Act shall be delivered into the custody of the Director General. 

2) A written notice listing the item(s) seized shall be given to the person from whom any article or 
item was. seized or to any other person whom the fisheries. inspector believes is the owner or person 
otherwise entitled to possession of the article or item seized and the grounds for such seizure shall 
be stated in the receipt. 

Section 12.4 Disposal of perishable items 

1) Any fish or fish product seized by a fisheries inspector under this Act may, at the direction of the 
Director Genera~ be sold and the proceeds of the sale shall be held and dealt with according to 
Section 12.4 of this Act. 

2) Where, after making all reasonable efforts: 

a. the Director General is unable to sell the fish or fish products referred to in Subsection ( 1 ); 
b . no facilities are reasonably available to store such fish or fish products; or 
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c. the fish or fish products are unfit for sale in accordance with applicable national health and 
food safety standards, 

the Director General may dispose of them in such manner as may be prescribed, or approved by the 
Board of Directors or in accordance with procedures recommended by the Fisheries Advisory Council. 

3) Where any fish or fish products are sold or otherwise disposed of pursuant to this section, the 
fisheries inspector shall: 

a. give the person from whom such fish or perishable goods were seized a receipt stating the 
date on which the goods were sold or otherwise disposed of, the quantity of such goods and 
in the case of a sale the amount realized; and 

b. pay the proceeds of sale into an escrow acccunt set up by the Board of Direc~ in 
consultation with the Minister of Financial and Development Planning. 

4) The proceeds of any such sale shall be dealt with pursuant to Section 12.5(3)(b) of this Act. 

Section 12.5 Notice of Detainment or Seizure of Prop1!rty 

Upon seizure of a vessel, vehicle, aircraft or other item, reasonable efforts shall be made to notify the 
owner or owners of the property seized or detained pursuant to this Act of the seizure or detention of 
said property. Such notice shall: 

a. enumerate the reasons for the seizure and/or detention; 
b. describe the steps required for reclamation of the seized and/or detained property; 
c. list the property seized or detained; and 
d. make the owner or owners aware of any deadlines and potential forfeiture of property 

pursuant to this Act 

Section 12.6 Treatment of items detained or seized 

1) If any vessel, vehicle, aircraft or item has been seized pursuant to this Act, and a person who has 
been properly charged with an offence in relation thereto fails to appear to answer the charge within 
ninety (90) days of the service a notice pursuant to this A,ct, the Director General may apply for the 
items to be forfeited to the State and the court shall make such order as it shall deem fit 

2) If the lawful owner of a vessel, vehicle, aircraft or other item seized pursuant to this Act cannot be 
traced within ninety (90) days after the application by the Director General for the forfeiture of the 
item seized pursuant to this Act, the item shall be forfeited to the state and shall be sold at a public 
auction and the proceeds of the sales shall be deposited/paid into the Fisheries .Management and 
Development Fund. 

Section 12. 7 Security for Release 

1) Every vessel seized pursuant to this Act and broughf to a port within the Republic of Liberia and 
any vehicle or aircraft seized and held pursuant to this Act may be detained pending the outcome 
of legal proceedings llll.der this Act or its release on bond or other security in accordance with th.is 
Act. 

2) An application to release a vessel, vehicle of aircraft seized pursuant to this Act shall be made to 
the Court. 
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3) Upon receipt of an application under Subsection (2), the Court may, and in the case of a foreign 
.fishing vessel, shall, unless the vessel, vehicle, or aircraft is required as an exhibit in court 
proceedings or reasonably required for any further investigation of fisheries offences, order: 

a. the payment into court of a bond, surety or other security in the total of: 
i. the fair market value of the vessel or property; 

n. the maximum fine or fines provided for the offences or likely to be charged; 
iii. the costs of pursuit; and 
iv. the costs likely to be recovered by the prosecution if convicted; 

b. the release of the vessel or property, upon receipt of the bond, surety or other security 
referred to in Subsection (a). 

4) In the event of an appeal from an order of forfeiture, the Court may continue any such bond, surety 
or other security deposited in accordance with this Act pending the outcome of the appeal and any 
retrial or rehearing on remand or may require additional security to be deposited with the Court. 

5) Exoneration of such bond, surety or other security shall be conditional upon the return of the 
released property to the Court without any impairment of its value or until any final proceedings 
under this Act have been disposed of or discontinued, and any fines, penalties or other 
determinations have been paid. 

6) A vessel or other item seized under this Act, or where a security has been paid under Subsection 
(3), the security, shall be held until any proceedings under this Act have been disposed of or 
discontinued, and any fines, penalties or other determinations imposed have been paid. 

7) Where a bond, surety or other security has been paid under this section and the vessel or property 
bas been released: 

a. an order for forfeiture under this Act shall operate as an order for the forfeiture of the sum 
paid in respect of the value of the vessel or property~ 

b. the payment of any fine or penalty ordered upon conviction shall be made from the security; 
and 

c. any order for costs shall be applied against the security. 

8) Pending the outcome of legal proceedings under this Act, the court may, on the application of a 
fisheries inspector, refuse to order the release of any Llb.erian fishing vessel seized under this section 
where the master, owner or operator of the vessel has been convicted of an offence under this Act 
within a period of twelve (12) months prior to the date on which the vessel was seized. 

Section 12.9 Liability for Loss, Damage or Deterioration of Things in Custody 

The State shall not be liable to any person for any loss, damage to or deterioration in the condition of 
any vessel, vehicle, aircraft or other item while in the custody of the State pursuant to this Act, provided 
that the State took reasonable care given the circumstances. 
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CHAPTER 13. JURISDICTION, FORFEITURE, FINES, LIABILITIES, ETC. 

Section 13.1 Jurisdiction for acts or omissions under this Act 

1) Any act or omission in contravention of any of the provisions of this Act, in such places and to such 
persons to which this Act applies shall be dealt with and judicial proceedings taken as if such act or 
omission had taken place in the Republic of Liberia within the jurisdiction of the Circuit Court. 

2) Where a fisheries inspector or observer appointed under this Act is exercising any powers or 
performing duties conferred on her/him by this Act beyond areas of national jurisdiction of the 
Republic of Liberia but within the jurisdiction of the Court, any act or omission of any person in 
contravention of any of the provisions of this Act shall be deemed to have been committed within 

such jurisdiction. 

3) Standing in the Circuit Court shall be afforded to any authorized person appointed or performing 
duties under this Act or designated under a relevant international agreement or fisheries 
management agreement or :international conservation and management measures to bring action 
against any person for any act or omission that: 

a. has occurred within the jurisdiction of the Circuit Court as described in subsection { 1 ); 
b. is actionable under this Act or other law or laws of the Republic of Liberia; or 
c. is a violation of an access agreement, fisheries management agreement or international 

conservation and management measures pursuant to which the observer was authorized, 

notwithstanding the nationality or permanent residence of such authorized person. 

4) Where any operator of a fishing vessel who is charged with an offence tmder this Act is neither 
resident nor physically present in the Republic of Liberia at the time when the vessel was first 
arrested or at any time after the arrest, any corporate entity operating under the Jaws of the Republic 
of Liberia with which such operator is connected as an officer, director or chief executive officer 
shall be deemed to be the operator and legal proceedings may be taken in accordance with this Act, 
and such operator may be charged, prosecuted, convicted and subject to fines and penalties as 
appropriate. 

Section 13.2 Procedures 

1) An offence against this Act shall be prosecuted before the Circuit Court, except where Summary 
Administrative Proceedings are taken in accordance with Chapter 14 of this Act. 

2) A fisheries inspector may submit evidence for fisheries offences, and the State may sue for and 
recover fees, levies and charges due and payable under this Act. 

Section 13.3 Forfeiture 

1) Where a court convicts a person of an offence against this Act, or such other offences as may be 
prescribed for the purposes of this subsection, th.e court may order th.e forfeiture of any or all of the 
following, inter alia: 

a. any fish, fish product, fishing vessel (including its gear, furniture, appurtenances, stores, 
cargo and aircraft) vehicle, aircraft, gear, equipment, explosive or noxious substance taken, 
used or otherwise involved in the commission of the offence; 

b. where a fishing vessel, vehicle or aircraft was used in the commission of the offence, any 
fish on board such vessel, vehicle or aircraft at the time of the offence~ 

c . where a storage facility was used in the commission of the offence, any fish or fish products 
in the facility at the time of the offence; 
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d. any instrumentality used in the commission of the offence; 
e. any benefits from the offence; or 
f. where any fish has been sold under section 12.5(4), the proceeds of the sale of the fish. 

2) Where a court convicts a person of an offence against this Act, or such other offences as may be 
prescribed for the purposes of th.is subsection, in the commission of which a foreign fishing vessel 
was used or was otherwise involved, the court shall order the forfeiture of, inter alia: 

a. the fishing vessel; 
b. any gear and other equipment that was on the vessel concerned at the time of the offence; 

and 
c. all fish or fish products on board the vessel at the time of the offence, or where the fish 

products have been sold, the proceeds of sale. 

Section 13.4 Disposition of forfeited property 

1) Any vessel or other property or security forfeited under this Act becomes the property of the State. 

2) Any vessel or other property forfeited under this Act may be: 

a. retained; 
b. leased; or 
c. sold by the State by tender or by agreement approved by the Director General, 

provided that if such forfeited property is sold by the State, the owner or apparent owner prior to 
forfeiture shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity to bid on or purchase such property. 

3) Any perishable fish products which have been seized or confiscated pursuant to this Act shall be 
subject to the disposition of the Director General, who may: 

a. decide to sell or authorize the sale of such perishable fish or fish products; or 
b. otherwise dispose of them as the Director General shall deem fit. 

And the proceeds from such sale if any, shall be paid into an escrow account set up by the Board 
of Directors in consultation with the Minister of Financial and Development Planning or as may be 
otherwise provided in th.is Act or prescribed, pending the final disposition or any proceedings under 
this Act. 

4) The Director General or any person acting on his or her behalf, shall not be liable in any way of any 
costs incurred or damages sustained as of a decision taken under subsection (2) or (3). 

5) The Director General shall notify the owner or apparent owner of the perishable goods seized for 
any sale in accordance with subsection (3), and such owner or his or her nominee may be present 
at the sale. 

6) The proceeds of any sale of any items forfeited in accordance with this section shall be deposited 
into the Fisheries Management and Development Fund in accordance with section 11.3. 

Section 13.5 Costs incurred by State 

1) The owner or charterer shall jointly and severally bear the cost or expenditure incurred by the 
Government, upon application by the Government and as determined by the court upon conviction, 
in connection with: 
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a. the seizure of a fishing vessel, vehicle or aircraft or other item for an offence against this 
Act, including any relevant costs of pursuit of a vessel, vehicle or aircraft; 

b. the prosecution for an offence in accordance with this Act; and 
c. the repatriation of the master or crew of any vessel seized under this Act. 

2) The amount of any costs or expenditure by the court under subsection (1) may be recovered in the 
same manner as a :fine and shall be imposed in addition to any :fine or penalty that may be ordered 
by the Court. 

3) Nothing in subsection (1) shall be deemed to allow for the recovery of any cost or expenditure that 
has already been recovered pursuant to any other order made under this Act. 

4) If it intends to apply for pursuit costs in accordance with subsection (1 ), the Government shall, 
fourteen (14) days prior to a trial of the offence, serve the defendant with written details of those 
costs. 

Section 13.6 Liability for non-payment of pecuniary penalties 

The following amounts may be sued for, determined, enforced and recovered by suit or other 
appropriate civil proceedings in a court in the name of the State, and all such proceedings shall be 
deemed to be civil proceedings: 

a. pecuniary penalties not specifically designated as :fines; 
b. forfeitures incurred under or imposed pursuant to this Act, and the liability to forfeiture 

of any article seized under the authority thereof; 
c. all rents, charges, expenses and duties; and 
d. all other sums of money payable under this Act. 

Section 13.7 Liability for loss or damage 

1) A person who contravenes this Act may, upon the determination of the court, be liable for any 
loss or damage caused by the offence and shall restitute any gain made in the commission of the 
offence. 

2) The loss or any damage caused by the offence referred to in subsection (1) shall include, as may 
be applicable; 

a) any costs associated with or incurred in detecting, apprehending, investigating or litigating the 
offence; and 

b) any costs associated with or incurred in detaining or seizing any property, fish, article or thing 
in respect of that offence 

Section 13.8 Civil liability of officers of companies 

1) Except as further provided in this section, officers of a partnership, corporation, firm, association, 
company or any other business enterprise engaged in activities governed by this Act shall be liable 
for any violation of or offence committed under this Act by any member or employee. 

Section 13.9 Liability of companies and other persons for actions of officers and 
employees 

Every act or omission of: 

a. any officer or employee of a company or other person; or 
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b. the master or any member of the crew of a vessel that is owned, chartered or leased by a 
company for the purpose of fishing or related activities, 

is deemed for the purposes of this Act to be the act or omission of such corporation or other person. 

Section 13.10 Liability of operators 

In any proceedings under this Act, the act or omission of a crew member of a fishing vessel or in 
association with a fishing vessel shall be deemed to be that of the operator of the vessel, unless otherwise 
expressly provided. 

Section 13.11 Liability of principal for agent 

1) Where a person, referred to in this s_ection as "the principal'', is required by or under this Act to do 
or refrain from doing anything, every act or omission of any person acting or purporting to act as 
agent for the principal in respect of any such requirement is deemed for the purposes of this Act to 
be the act or omission of the principal, unless the principal proves that the person purporting to act 
as agent had no authority, either express or implied, to ac.:t as the principal's agent in carrying out 
the act or omission. 

2) Subsection (1) does not absolve the principal of any liability he or she may have under this Act. 

Section 13.12 Citizen suits and civil enforcement 

1) A person harmed by a violation of any provision of this Act or the accompanying regulations may 
bring an action against any responsible person, except the Government and its employees, in a court 
and in response the court may award civil damages and injunctive relief, as the court deems 
appropriate. 

2) A person may bring an action against the Government to compel it to comply with this Act, its 
accompanying regulations, and the Authority's internal manuals, and a court may grant appropriate 
injunctive relief. 

Section 13.13 Injunctions 

A court may issue an injunction to enforce any provision of this Act against any person as provided for 
in section 13.12 . 

Section 13.14 Court Order declaratory of parties' rights 

A court may, in any proceedings against the Government where any such relief is sought as in 
proceedings between persons be granted injunction or specific. performance, make an order 
declaratory of the rights of the parties. 

CHAPTER 14. SUMMARY ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS 

Section 14.1 Process for administrative penalties 

1) The process for administrative penalties described in this Chapter shall be subject to requirements 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, Chapter 82 of the Executive Law 1972 as amended. 
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Section 14.2 Process for initiating summary administrative proceedings 

1) The Director General shall proceed administratively for violation of this Act within forty-eight (48) 
hours of the Director General's written notice. 

2) If the person or operator admits in writing to the violation, the Director General or his/her designee 
may handle this matter in accordance with this Chapter. 

3) Should the negotiation or the preliminary administrative procedures be delayed because of the 
person or the operator, or any other person connected with the vessel's failure to respond to the 
Director General's written notice within forty-eight ( 48) hours, the Director General shall refer the 
matter to the Attorney General and the option to proceed by way of administrative proceedings shall 
there by terminate. 

4) The Board of Directors may prescribe rules for the conduct of the summary administrative 
proceedings. 

Section 14.3 Summary Administrative Proceedings 

1) Subject to Subsection (4) the Director General may, where: 

a. he/she has determined that any person has violated this Act; and 

b . such person has, in writing, admitted to having committed such violation and consented 
to summary administrative proceedings after being fully informed about these 
proceedings, 

dispose of such violation by causing an Agreement to compound the case to be drawn up by the 
Attorney General to formalize the terms and conditions for the Director General to accept on behalf 
of the Government from such person or operator an administrative penalty, plus the fair market 
value of any fish involved in the violation. 

2) Where Summary Administrative Proceedings have been initiated under this Act, the person or 
operator who admits to having committed the offence, shall: 

a. not engage in fishing or any related activities or any activity related to the violation until 
the penalty has been paid in full; and 

b. be deemed to have consented to any seizure which took place in accordance with this Act 
in relation to the offence subject to the Summary Administrative Proceedings. 

3) if the full amount of the penalty as determined by the Director General under Subsection (1) or (2) 
is not paid within fourteen (14) days of the notification of such penalty assessment to the person 
subject to administrative proceedings, the matter shall immediately be sent to court. 

4) On payment of the penalty in full under this section_ the Director General may order the release of 
any article, items, fish or fish products seized under this Act or proceeds of sale of such items, fish 
or fish products subject to such conditions as may be prescribed or as may be approved by the 
Attorney-General. 

5) Where the person or operator is unable to pay the penalty in full, that person or operator may enter 
into an agreement permitting the penalty to be paid in specified installments, provided that the 
consequences for non-payment of any installment are specified and the Director General consents 
to such agreement. 
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6) The Director General may order that any item used or involved in respect of the offence be seized, 
confiscated or forfeited, but shall not impose a term of imprisonment in Summary Administrative 
Proceedings. 

7) A decision taken by or an order given by the Director General pursuant to this secti~n is final and 
binding. However, such person shall have the right to appellate review . 

8) A person who engages in fishing or other related activities by Subsection (2)(a) while prohibited 
from so doing, or who violates a valid order pursuant to the terms of this section commits a separate 
offence and shall be liable in addition for the maximum fine provided in Part B of the Second 
Schedule, or an amount that deprives the person of monetary benefits whichever is greater, and in 
addition may be subject to such further proceedings under this Act as the Director General may 
determine .. 

CHAPTER 15. OFFENCES, FINES AND PENALTIES 

Section 15.1 General Offence 

For an offence for which no other penalty is specifically provided, a court may subject a person guilty 
of any offence under this Act to the following Penalties: 

1) A fine ofup to ten thousand ($10,000) United States dollars or twice the economic benefit that the 
person obtained through the violation, whichever is greater. 

2) For intentional violations or violations resulting from gross negligence, one or both of the 
following: 

a. a fine ofup to one hundred thousand ($100,000) United States dollars or three times the 
economic benefit that the person obtained through the violation, whichever is greater~ 
and/or 

b. imprisonment for a term not exceeding five (5) years. 

3) For violations resulting in damage to fisheries resources or the marine or aquatic environment in 
general, an additional fine equal to twice the value of the reduction in market caused by the 
violation, twice the total cost of restoration of the fisheries resources or twice the total cost of 
restoration of the environment, whichever is greatest. 

Section 15.2 Minimum and maximum fines and guidelines 

1) Unless otherwise provided in this Act, the maximum fines for contraventions of this Act are 
described in Part A of the Second Schedule, and the minimum and maximum fines for specified 
sectors are specified in Part B of the Second Schedule. 

2) The Second Schedule may be amended by Regulation . 

3) Where an offence in this Act or tlie Second Schedule refers to a subsection with multiple parts, 
contravention of any part of such subsection shall be considered to constitute the offence. 

4) The court or an administrative determination may, in relation to an offence committed by a Liberian 
national in any area under the national jurisdiction of the Republic of Liberia, impose a fine in 
Liberian Dollars and shall for that purpose apply the official exchange rate of the Central Bank of 
Liberia on the date of the judgment or administrative determination. 
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5) The fine or determination in judicial or administrative proceedings taken pursuant to this Act shall 
be adequate in severity to be effective in securing compliance and to discourage violations wherever 
they occur and shall deprive offenders of the benefits accruing from their illegal activities. 

6) In particular, the relevant judicial or administrative proceedings shall take into account, inter alia, 
the following criteria: 

a) the seriousness of the offence, taking into consideration the: 

i. maximum level of fine; 
u . international and national best practices in relation to serious offences, including 

their definition in international fisheries instruments; 
iii. degree of impact of the offence on the fishery resources, the environment and the 

economic and social well-being of citizens of the Republic of Liberia; 
iv. scope of the offence; 
v. duration of the offence; 

vi. whether personal injury or loss of life was involved; 
vu. associated offences, if multiple offences were committed; and 

viii. the value of the vessel; 

b) the situation of the offender, taking into consideration: 

1. the material and other benefits received as a result of commission of the offence; 
ii. whether it is a first offence; 
m. whether multiple offences are involved; 
iv. whether the offender was acting alone or associated with others in committing the 

offence; 
v. the likelihood that the offender will repeat the offence; and 
vi. the impact of the level of fine on the offender; 

c) an aggravated fine or penalty shall be required for offences involving assault, obstruction or 
bribery of an authorized inspector or observer or any fisheries officer or person carrying out 
authorities or responsibilities under this Act, damage to gear or vessels, personal injury, loss 
of life, illegal fishing or damageato the environment, 

d) where it appears that any offence against this Act involved transnational criminal activity or 
was committed in association with other transnational criminal activity, an aggravated fine or 
penalty shall be required and the Court may consider a minimum amount at a level of no less 
than ninety per cent of the maximum fine. 

Section 15.3 Deprivation of monetary benefits 

1) A Court that has convicted a person of an offence under this Act may assess the benefit acquired 
or saved by the person as a result of the commission and impose a fine including the fine for the 
section violated. 

Section 15.4 Court may order additional penalties and compensation 

1) In addition to any fine and term of imprisonment described in this Act and unless otherwise 
provided, the Court may order: 

a) a term of imprisonment not exceeding twelve months, and where a fine is not paid in court on 
the terms required roay order such term of imprisonment in lieu of payment of the fine; 

b) forfeiture of the fishing vessel, fish on board and/or fishing gear; 
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c) cancellation or suspension of the relevant licence, authorization or accreditation; 

d) compensation to be paid to the owner of any property damaged or destroyed as a direct result 
of the offence; and 

e) compensation for the cost of clearing any pollution of the Fisheries Waters that may have 
been caused as a direct result of the offence or removing any objects that continue to cause 
such pollution. 

Section 15.5 Increased maximum fine for body corporate 

If a body corporate is convicted of an offence against this Act, a fine of up to three times the 
maximum fine specified for the offence may be imposed. 

Section 15.6 Repeated offenders 

1) Any fine and penalty determined for any person convicted of the same offence more than once 
shall be at a significantly higher level than imposed on the previous occasion and, to the extent 
possible, shall be double such level. 

Section 15. 7 Banning Order 

1) 1n addition to any other fine or penalty provided under this Act, the Court or a Summary 
Administrative Panel may order any natural person to be banned from fishing in the Fisheries 
Waters for a period up to five years if that person has committed: 

a. an ottence against section 9.2; or 
b. multiple offences against this Act, 

and shall order a natural person to be banned from fishing in the Fisheries Waters if that person has 
been found by a court or admitted under Summary Administrative Proceedings to have committed any 
offence or offences against this Act on three separate occasions. 

2) The operator or master of a fishing vessel who knowingly permits a person banned under subsection 
(1) to go or remain on board a fishing vessel under his command or control, commits an offence 
and shall upon conviction be liable for a fine the maximum amount described in the Second 
Schedule or a term of imprisonment for a period not exceeding three (3) years, or both. 

Section 15.8 Default for non-payment 
In addition to any fine or penalty determined under this Act, the court may order a default penalty for 
non-payment of fines, not to exceed one percent (1 %) per day of the total amount of the fine or 
determination. 
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CHAPTER 16 EVIDENCE AND PRESUMPTIONS 

Section 16.1 Certificate evidence 

The Director General or any person designated in writing by her/him may give a certificate stating that: 

a. a specified vessel was or was not on a specified date or dates a Liberian fishing vessel or a 
foreign fishing vessel; 

b. a person was or was not on a specified date or dates the holder of any specified license, 
authorization or registration; 

c. a specified fishing vessel was not on a specified date or dates the subject to a specified 
license, authorization or registration; 

d. an appended document is a true copy of the license or certificate of registration for a 
specified vessel or person and that specified conditions were attached to such document; 

e. a particular location or area of water was on a specified date or dates within the Inshore 
Exclusive Zone, the Fisheries Waters or a closed, limited, restricted or in any other way 
controlled area of the Fisheries Waters, or an area of the Fisheries Waters subject to 
specified conditions; 

t: an appended chart.shows the bnmvla,:iesona specified date or dares of tbef"isheries Waters, 
Inshore Exclusive Zone, territorial sea_ closed or limited areas or other areas or zones 
delineated for any specified purpose; 

g. a particular item or piece of equipment is fishing gear; 
h. the cause and manner of death of or injury to any fish; 
i. an appended document is a true copy of an approved charter agreement or an access 

agreement or fisheries management agreement; 
j. a call sign, name, or number is that of or allotted to a particular vessel under any system of 

naming or numbering of vessels; 
k. an appended position or catch report was given for a specified vessel; 
1. a specified fishing vessel is included on a list of illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 

vessels or authorized fishing vessels established by a regional fisheries management 
organization or pursuant to an international agreement; or 

m. a certificate as to 1he ooodition qf fisli given uodel- &bis Ad. was made in accordance with 
this Act and was made by the person who is signatory to the certificate. 

Section 16.2 Validity and procedures for certificates 

1) A document purporting to be a certificate given under section 16.1 shall be deemed to be such a 
certificate and have been duly given. 

2) Where a certificate issued under section 16.1 is served upon a defendant seven or more days before 
its production in court in any prQceedings under this Act, the certificate shall be prima facie 
evidence, unless the contrary is proved, of all the facts averred in it. 

3) Where a. a:dificale .imlcd 1Jllde£ section 16.1 is sr:ned upon• dcfa:alaut fourteen (14) or more days 
before its pn,dar.tion in court and the tk:fi,-tw, -toes not, within 5Cval (7) days of the date of 
service, sene a coonter--notice of objec1ion in writing upon 1be prosecutor. then the certificate shall, 
IDlbs 1he oomt finds 1he defendant is unduly pejudict:d by any failure to object. be conclusive 
proof of all die tads avared in it. 

4) Where any objection is notified under subsection (3) the certificate shall be primafacie evidence, 
unless the contrary is proved, of all the facts averred in it. 

5) Any certificate issued under section 16.1 shall be titled "Certificate Made Under section 17 .1, 
National Fisheries and Aquaculture Act of2018". 
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6) Any omission from a mistake made in any certificate issued under section 16.1, shall not render it 
invalid unless the Court considers such omission or mistake to be material to any issue in the 
proceedings concerned, or the defendant is unduly prejudiced thereby. 

7) Where in any proceedings a certificate made under section 16.1 is produced to the Court, the 
prosecution shall not be obliged to call the maker of the certificate unless otherwise ordered and the 
Court shall, where material, rely on the facts therein unless the contrary is proved. 

Section 16.3 Electronic location devices 

1) The readings of any automatic location communicator or other electronic location device integral 
to a vessel monitoring system shall be admissible as evidence and may be used as prima facie 
evidence unless the contrary is proved of the facts that they averred. 

2) The readings of such devices may be made from a printout or as observed from a visual display 
unit. 

3) Any electronic location device must be capable either wholly or partially in itself of producing the 
readings concerned and not merely be a receiver of information or data. 

Section 16.4 Photographic evidence 

1) If a photograph is taken of any fishing or related activity and the date and time on and position from 
which the photograph is taken are simultaneously integrated in the photograph, it shall be prima 
facie evidence that the photograph was taken on the date, at the time and in the position so 
appearing. 

2) The provisions of this section shall apply only when: 

a. the camera taking the photograph is connected directly to the instruments which provide 
the date, time and position concerned.; and 

b. the instruments which provide the date, time and position are generally recognised as being 
accurate or are designated machines or were checked as soon as possible after the taking of 
the photograph against such instruments. 

Section 16.5 Presumptions 

1) All fish found on board any fishing vessel which has been used in the commission of an offence 
under this Act shall be preSl,lIIled to have been caught during the commission of that offence, unless 
the contrary is proved. 

2) Where, in any legal proceedings under this Act, the place in which an event is alleged to have taken 
place is in issue, the place stated in the relevant entry in the logbook or other official record of any 
enforcement vessel or aircraft as being the place in which the event took place shall be presumed 
to be the place in which the event took place. 

3) The production of a written copy or extract of the entry certified by a fisheries inspector as a true 
copy of the accurate extract shall be prima facie evidence of an entry in a logbook or other official 
record of an enforcement vessel or aircraft. 

4) Where in any legal proceedings relating to an offence under this Act: 
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a. a fisheries inspector gives evidence of reasonable grounds to believe any fish to which the 
charge relates were taken in a specified area of the Fisheries Waters ; and 

b. the Court considers that, having regard to that evidence the grounds are, reasonable, 

all the fish shall be presumed to have been so taken, unless the contrary is proved. 

5) Where in any legal proceedings for an offence under this Act: 
a. a fisheries inspector gives evidence ofreasonable grounds to believe that any fish to which 

the charge relates were taken by the use of illegal gear; and 
b. the Court considers that, having regard to the evidence, the grounds are reasonable, 

all the fish shall be presumed to have been so taken, unless the contrary is proved . 

6) Where any information is given for a fishing vessel under this Act or an access agreement in relation 
to any fishing activity of a fishing vessel, it shall be presumed to have been given by the master, 
owner or charterer of the vessel concerned, unless it is proved it was not given or authorized to be 
given by any of them. 

7) Any entry in writing or other mark in or on any log, chart or other document required to be 
maintained under this Act or used to record the activities of a fishing vessel shall be deemed to be 
that of the master, owner and charterer of the vessel, unless proven otherwise. 

8) Any position fixing instrument on board a vessel or aircraft used for the enforcement of this Act 
shall be presumed to be accurate. 

9) For the purposes of subsection (8), a position fixing instrument shall be deemed to be any device 
which indicates the location of a vessel, including but not limited to any global positioning system . 

10) Unless the contrary is proved, any person who is found in possession of explosives, poison or any 
device and associated paraphernalia, such as coil ignites capable of producing explosions or electric 
shocks, on or near the Fisheries Waters, with the intention or apparent intention of using such items 
for fishing, shall be presumed to be undertaking an unlawful activity contrary to this Act. 

11) Unless the contrary is proved, any person who is found in possession of any illegal fishing gear on 
or near the Fisheries Waters shall be presumed to be undertaking an unlawful activity contrary to 
section 4.10 of this Act. 

Section 16.6 Burden of Proof 

Where, in any proceedings under this Act, a person is charged with having committed an offence 
involving an act for which a license, authorization, accreditation or other permission is required, the 
burden of proof shall be on that person to prove that the license, authorization, accreditation or other 
permission was valid and applicable in accordance with this Act. 

Section 16.7 Interfering with evidence 

1) No person shall, being on board any vessel being pursued, about to be boarded or notified that it 
will be boarded by a fisheries inspector, whether in Fisheries Waters or beyond areas under national 
jurisdiction, throw overboard or destroy any fish, equipment, document, explosive, noxious 
substance or other item with intent to avoid its seizure or the detection of any offence against this 
Act. 

2) No person shall remove from legal custody any vessel, fish, equipment or other item, or do any act 
or omission by which a vessel, fish, equipment or other item held in custody may be removed from 
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custody, whether or not he/she knew that the vessel, fish, equipment and other item was being held 
in custody. 

3) No person shall intentionally, recklessly or negligently destroy, damage, render inoperative or 
otherwise interfere with any premises where activities within the scope of the Law are carried out 
or any licensed aquaculture facility. 

CHAPTER 17. REGULATIONS 

Section 17 .1 Power to Issue Regulations 

1) The Director General may, with the advice of the Board of Directors and, as appropriate, the 
Fisheries Advisory Council, prescribe regulations on: 

a. any matter required or permitted to be prescribed pursuant to this Act; and 
b. generally all matters which are reasonably necessary or expedient to be prescribed in order 

to achieve the objective and principles of this Act. 

2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of Subsection (1), the Director General may 
make regulations: 

a. on any matter for the conservation, management and sustainable use of the fisheries 
resource; 

b. on institutional arrangements relating to the Authority, including committees or councils, 
their membership, functions, authorities and procedures; 

c. prescribing the catch and use of fish taken incidentally when fishing for a species for which 
a license has been issued, including the reduction of by-catch and the management of 
discards; 

d. regarding licenses or authorizations for any vessel or class or category of vessels to be used 
for fishing, related activities or any other purposes pursuant to this Act, including 
application procedures and forms, and the format and requirements for the issuing of 
licenses or authorizations, grounds for denial, terms and conditions; 

e. prescribing different classes of and formats for licenses or authorizations, including 
application procedures and forms, and the area or fishing method or type of gear for which 
each class of license or authorization shall be valid; 

f. prescribing the operation of, and conditions and procedures to be observed by any fishing 
vessel while in the Fisheries Waters, having due regard to the requirements of international 
agreements; 

g. prescribing the operation of, and conditions and procedures to be observed by, any vessel 
which enters the Fisheries Waters for any pwpose, including transiting such waters, 
regulating the navigation of foreign fishing vessels through the Fisheries Waters having 

h. 

1. 

]· 
k. 
l. 
m. 

n. 

o. 
p . 

due regard to the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea; 
regarding the harvesting, loading, landing, handling, processing, transhipping, transporting, 
possession and disposal of fish; 
regarding the import, export, trade in, distribution and marketing offish and fish products; 

regarding fees, fines, levies, penalties, and royalties; 
prescribing the manner in which any gear shall be stowed; 
regarding the appointment, powers and duties of fisheries inspectors and observers; 
prescribing the duties and procedures to be followed by the master and crew of any vessel 
in relating to fisheries inspectors and observers; 
regulating or prohibiting the use of any diving apparatus, spear guns or other similar 
devices for fishing or related activities; 
establishing standards and measures for the safety of fishers and fishing vessels; 
regulating and controlling the operation of fish processing establishments, including quality 
control measures and inspection of such establishments; 
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q. regarding the prevention of pollution of the Fisheries Waters; 
r. relating to the dumping or discharging of anything which is or may be injurious to fish, or 

which may disturb or change the ecological balance in any area of the sea; 
s. enabling those engaged in artisanal fisheries to participate in the co-management of fish 

landing sites and related fisheries with the Authority; 
t. ensuring the orderly development of high seas fishing by Liberian persons and vessels; 
u. implementing the requirements of any international agreement or international 

conservation and management measures; and 
v. such other matters that fall within the scope of this Act. 

3) The Director General shall formulate and submit the proposed regulations to the Board of 
Directors for their consideration. 

4) The regulations shall come into force upon being published in the National Gazette. 

Section 17.2 Delegation of powers 

1) The Director General, on the written approval of the Board of Directors, may in writing and on 
conditions determined by the Board of Directors, delegate to the Deputy Directors of the Authority 
any power conferred under this Act other than the power to approve regulations and to further 
delegate such powers. 

2) The Director General may, on the written approval of the Board of Directors, delegate in writing 
any power conferred upon him to an officer of the Authority. 

Section 17 .3 Duty to consult 

1) The Authority shall consult relevant stakeholders to the extent practicable on proposed Regulations 
to be made pursuant to this Act. 

2) The Director General may establish further procedures for public consultations on matters within 
the scope of this Act. 

CHAPTER 18. MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 18.1 Reports 

1) In January of each year, the Authority shall make available to the public an enforcement report 
listing: 

a. the names of all persons and vessels identified by the Authority as violators under any 
provision of this Act in the past calendar year; 

b. all enforcement action taken by the Government or any court against any Person and 
vessels in connection witµ each violation; and 

c. the fines and penalties collected by the Government or the court for each violation. 

Section 18.2 Public notice 

For the purposes of this Act, any requirement to give public notice shall involve the relevant information 
being: 

a. in respect of notices applicable at national level: 
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1. placed as a notice in at least three daily newspapers of major national 
circulation; and 

11. broadcast on at least three local stations including the national radio station 
in standard and Liberian English and at least one vernacular relevant to the 
venue;and 

m. at least one television station. 
b. posted on the website maintained by the Government for fisheries-related information; and 
c. disseminated nationally, bilaterally, regionally and internationally through any relevant 

network, country or organ.iz.ation. 

Section 18.3 Notification 

1) Any notification required under this Act shall be in writing. 

2) Except as otherwise specified in this Act, if under this Act any notice or other document is to be 
given, served on or furnished to any person, that notice or other document may be: 

a. given to the person personally; 
b. given personally to any other person authorised to act on behalf of the person; 
c. in the case of any notice or document to be given or served in the course of or for the 

purpose of any proceedings for an offence under this Act, given to the person as the Court 
may direct; 

d. except in the case of any notice or document to be given or served in the course of or for 
the purpose of any proceedings for an offence against this Act, send by post through 
registered mail to the person, or any other person authorised to act on that person's 
behalf, at that person's or other person's usual or last known place of business or abode; 

e. except in the case of any notice or document to be given or served in the course of or for 
the purpose of any proceedings for an offence against this Act, sent by electronic 
transmission to the person, or any other person authorised to act on the person's behalf, at 
that person's or other person's usual or last known address, and for the purpose of this 
paragraph-

1. the term "electronic transmission" means any transmission of information send 
electronically; and includes any transmission send by facsimile, electronic mail, 
or electronic data transfer; and 

11. the term "address" includes a facsimile number or an electronic mail address. 

3) Where the operator of a foreign fishing vessel is a defendant in any proceedings for an offence 
against this Act, then, notwithstanding any other law, service on the defendant of any summons or 
other documents may also oe effected-

a. by being delivered personally to the agent of the vessel on behalf of the defendant or 
being brought to the notice of the agent if that agent refuses to accept it on behalf of 
the defendant; 

b. by being send to the agent of the vessel, by registered mail to that agent on behalf of 
the defendant at the agent's last known or usual place of residence or that agent's 
place of business; or 

c. where no agent has been nominated in respect of any foreign vessel, the agent shall 
be deemed to be the master of the vessel. 

CHAPTER 19. EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 19.1 Effective Date 
This Act shall take effect immediately upon publication in handbill. 
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FIRSTSCHEDULE 

FISHERIES ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Section 3.15 

Membership 

1) The Director General shall appoint a maximum of fifteen (15) members to the Fisheries Advisory 
Council, from nominations by each of the following Ministries, and nominations shall be made 
with a view to achieving a balanced representation in relation to gender, senior public officers or 
employees, representatives and experts: 

a. the Minister of Agriculture; 
b. the Minister of Finance and Development Planning; 
c. the Minister of Justice, who shall nominate a person responsible for policy, 

coordination or legal matters within the Ministry; 
d. the Minister of Defense, who shall nominate a Coast Guard officer. 
e. the Commissioner of the Liberia Maritime Authority; 
f. the Executive Director of the Environmental Protection Agency of Liberia; 
g. Director General of the Authority; 
h. the Liberia Artisanal Fishermen's Association; 
i. the Co-management Fisheries Association; 
J· the head of a research or educational institute, who shall nominate a person who has 

expertise in fisheries or aquaculture; 
k.. three (3) persons nominated by the Director General who have expertise in technical 

aspects of fisheries and aquaculture, such as management, science, statistics and 
information, economics, social/cultural aspects, ecosystem management, fish 
processing and marketing; and 

I. Seamen union representative. 

2) The nominating authority may designate an alternate in the event that the person appointed as 
member is unable to fulfil his or her duties. 

3) The Director General shall serve as the Secretary to the Fisheries Advisory Council. 

4) The Legal Counsel attached to the Authority shall attend meetings of the Fisheries Advisory 
Council in an ex officio capacity and otherwise provide advice as requested by the Chairperson or 
the Director General. 

5) The Director General shall publish the membership list prior to the first meeting of the Fisheries 
Advisory Council. 

Terms and Conditions of Office for Members of the Fisheries Advisory Council 

6) Appointed members shall serve a staggered term of five years where an agreed upon number of 
seats will be up for appointment every five years, and members may be reappointed subject to 
confirmation of the nominating authority. 

7) An appointed member may resign by written notice to the Director General or the Chairperson. 

8) In consultation with the Fisheries Advisory Council, the Chairperson may dismiss any member on 
grounds of dishonesty, bankruptcy, neglect of duty or conflict of interest and shall dismiss any 
member at the request of the Fisheries Advisory Council. 
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9) The Chairperson shall remove a member if he/she is convicted of a felony under any law of the 
Republic of Liberia. 

10) Members may be paid such reasonable travel costs and sitting fees as the Chairperson may 
determine. 

Information 

11) The Fisheries Advisory Council may invite any person that is not a member to furnish or provide 
information, explanations, a~vice or express an expert opinion at any time, including at its meetings. 

Election of Chair and Vice-Chairs 

12) The Fisheries Advisory Council shall elect a Chair and two Vice-Chairs from among its members 
attending the meeting at which they are elected. They shall assume office immediately following 
the meeting at which they were elected. The term of the Chair shall be two years, and each Chair 
may, if elected, serve a total of six years. The first term of each Vice-Chair shall be three years and 
each Vice-Chair may, if elected, serve a total of six years. 

Procedure and Meetings of the Fisheries Advisory Council 

13) The Fisheries Advisory Council shall meet at least twice a year, or as often as may be necessary or 
expedient for the transaction of its business, and such meetings shall be held at such places and 
times and on such days as the Chair may determine in consultation with the members. 

14) The Chair may at any time call a special meeting to be held within seven days of a written request 
for that purpose addressed to him by any eight members of the Fisheries Advisory Council. 

15) The quorum shall be eight members. 

16) The decisions of the Fisheries Advisory Council shall be by a majority of the votes and in addition 
to an original vote, the Chair shall have a casting vote in any case in which the voting is equal. 

17) Minutes in proper form of each meeting shall be kept by the Secretary or his or her proxy. 

18) The validity of the proceedings shall not be affected by any vacancy among its members or by any 
defect in the appointment of any member. 

19) Subject to the provisions of this Schedule, the Fisheries Advisory Council may regulate its own 
proceedings. 

Disclosure of interest by members of the Fisheries Advisory Council 

20) Any member who, otherwise than as such member, is directly or indirectly interested in a contract 
made or entered into, or proposed to be made or entered into, by the Fisheries Advisory Council, or 
in the subject matter of any proceedings before it shall as soon as practicable after the relevant facts 
have come to his or her knowledge, disclose the nature of his or her interest at a meeting of the 
Fisheries Advisory Council. 

21) A disclosure under this paragraph shall be recorded in the minutes of the Fisheries Advisory Council 
and the member shall-
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a. not take part after the disclosure in any deliberation or decision relating to the contract 
or matter in question; and 

b. be disregarded for the purpose of forming a quorum for any such deliberation or 
decision. 

22) A member who fails to disclose his or her interest as required by paragraph (1) of this section is 
guilty of misconduct and his or her appointment shall be revoked. 

23) A member who may otherwise have a conflict of interest shall disclose such interest in accordance 
with that section. 

Immunity from action 

24) No action, suit, prosecution· or other proceedings shall be brought or instituted personally against 
any member of the Fisheries Advisory Council in respect of any act done bona fide in pursuance or 
execution or intended execution of this Act. 

Office of Chair, etc, not public office 

25) The office of Chair or member of the Fisheries Advisory Council shall not be a public office for the 
purpose of Chapter XIII of the Constitution of Liberia . 
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· SECOND SESSION OF THE FIFTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 

SENATE'S ENGROSSED BILL NO. 36 ENTITLED: 

"AN ACT TO AMEND THE NATIONAL FISHERIES AND 

AQUACULTURE AUTHORITY LAW BY ADDING 

THERETO THE LIBERIA FISHERIES AND 

AQUACULTURE MANAGEMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT" 

On Motion, the Bill was read. On motion, the Bill was ., \ . 
adopted on its first reading and sent to committee Room on 
Tuesday, August.27, 2019@ 12:55 G.M.T. 

On Motion, the Bill was taken from Committee Room for its 
second reading. On motion, under the suspension of the rule, 
the second reading of the Bill constituted its third and final 
reading and the Bill was adopted, passed into the full force of 
the law and ordered engrossed today, Friday, September 20, 
2019@ 13:20 G.M.T 1 -.. ,, 

SENATE, R.L. 
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SECOND SESSION OF THE FIFTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 

HOUSE'S ENDORSEMENT TO SENATE'S. ENGROSSED 
BILL NO. 36 ENTITLED: 

"AN ACT TO AMEND THE NATIONAL FISHERIES AND 
AQUACULTURE AUTHORITY LAW BY ADDING THERETO 
THE LIBERIA FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE 
MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT'' 

On Motion, the Bill was read. On motion, the Bill was 
adopted on its first reading and sent to committee Room on 
Monday, September 23, 2019@ 13:18 G.M.T. 

On Motion, the Bill was taken from Committee Room· for its 
second reading. On motion, under the suspension of the rule, 
the second reading of the Bill constituted its third and final 
reading and the Bill was adopted, passed into the full force of 
the law and ordered engrossed today, Thursday, September 
26, 2019@ 15:05 G.M.T. ,, 
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