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Secti on One: Genera Provisi ons

Chapter One: Prdi nhnary Provisions and Defiriti ons

Artide One: Witeris a Nationa Resource

Water, indlits shapes, constitutes a nationa resource, the quaity o which nust be preserved, as nust
the Lebanese Stat€ s rights tointernal, reg ona, andinternati onal water sources. Itind udes surface
water, ground water, fluctuati ng fresh water waves by the shores, andin general, water as an d errent
of land and mari ne ecosyste ns.

Artide Two: Rght to Water

Al humans have the fundamental right of access to necessary water, which provides the basic
requrements for a dgnified life i nd ud ng sanitation Al that inexchange for the pay ment of water
usage subscri pti on f ees.

Artide Three: The Goals of the Water Law

The present lawa ns at the regu ati on deved opent, rati onalizati on, exd dtation of water resources
and protecti on of the same fromdep etion and pdl ution. It dsoa ns at rasing the effidency o water
trucki ng and d stri buti on systens, as well as ensuri ng good nai ntenance and operation of water
fadlities, in order to guarantee a susta nald e management o the Lebanese Stat€ s natura water
resour ces.



Artid e Four: Defiriti ons

The fdlowng ter ns, wherever they nmay appearinthe present law shall neanthe fdlowng

- Mnistry: The Mnistry o Energy and Water

- Mnister: The Mnister o Energy and \Water

- Pubic waterinvest ment institutions: Water of Beirut and Mount Lebanon, Water o South Lebanon,
Water o North Lebanon Water of Bekaa, and Litan Water Authority.

- Goundwater Reservdr: Alayer o severd rocky or ged ogicd layers, the porous and per meabl e nature
of whichdlows the flowdf groundwater or the cdlection of alarge vd unme of ground water.

- Hydrographic Basin every areathat is a destinationfaor dl the water | eaki ng through a grid of cand's
and rivers, and soneti nes froml akes, drected towards the sea and dra ned through a sing e outl et.

- Underground Basi i every reg on whichis a desti nationfor dl the water | eaki ng through a grid of
canals and rivers, and someti mes froml akes at a specific pd nt onthe water course

- Witer Medium the ecd ogicd environnment rd atedto the presence of water inthe sane andits
naturd bd ances.

- Witer Defidt: the renmarkabl e decreaseinthe vd ume of fresh water availad ein the whd e country, a
regon o a water ecosystem which cannot guaranteeits own environnenta baance o neet the
water needs it usualy net.

- Surface Water: Internad water, novi ng or still, and coastd water except that rd ated toits che nica
condtion and whichind udes reg onal waters.

- Gound Witer: Al the water found under the surface of the earthina cdlection area drectly
connected tothe surface or the underground

- Lake: a body of internal water the suface of whichis still regard ess o its source.

- Goundwater body: avdunme o dfferentiated groundwater inagroundwater reservar.

- Surface water body: asubstantid part of surface water such as alake reservdr, cand, river, cana, o
a part of acand, river, canal, or a part o coastd water.

- Green water: water preserved by the sdl after ra rfall.

- Water pdluwion drect orindrect nrannade addtion of nmaterid o heat intothe air, water, orland,
whi ch may danmage hunan health or the quality o narine or land ecosystens which are drectlyrd ated
to marine ecosystens, which may dsoleadto damages to materid property, the destructi on of, o

i nped ment of access toasafe and stab e environnment andits ather legti mate uses.

- Cand (river): a body of internd water nostlyflow ng over the surface of the earth and cod dfl ow
undergroundinsone parts.

- Non-traditional water sources: i nd ude the treat ment and reuse o treated water, theinvest nent of
sea water founta ns, seawater desdinati on, greywater, ar artifidd ran

- Traditiona and Non-Traditiond water: avd une of tradtiona and non-tradtional water which
constitute part o the Lebanese Stat€'s water bd ance

- Witer ODdonacy: Ddomacy apdiedtointernati onal basins by virtue of i nternati onad and UN
conventi ons.

- Susta nabl e Water Mahnage nent: Coord nated devdopment rd nf orce ment operati on and rd evant
water, land and resource manage ment, toincrease econonic and sod d benefitsinan equitad e
manner wthout har nming the susta nahility of vitd ecd ogcd systens.

- Irrigati on water: water fromavailald e water sources ear marked for theirrigati on of agricdturd lands,
subj ect tothe provisions of thslaw

- Transport Gid the group o for merly estaldishedinfrastructure andthose which may be estaldished



inthefuture to be usedto send water fromits source to one or severd dstribution grids. Itis
constituted o the nai n grid whichisitsdf constituted by a main gridto provi de water, and the
ownersh p and managenent of whichshal remain pubic and of asecondary grid branching out o the
mai ngrid

- Dstribution Gid agroup o waterinfrastructure which are suppied by aspecific supdy pa nt onthe
transport grid whichcou d be usedto dstribute water, andis dso known as the triangu ar grid

- Witer suppy pd nt: theintake or the pa nt whi ch constitutes the source fromwhi ch subscri bers are
suppied wth water.

- Witer Register: an undocunented ad ninistrativeinstrunment drawn up and period cally updated by
the ninistry o energy and water.

- Basin Gid naturd water courses present wthi na specific hydrographic basin

- Common Prg ect: is a public benefit prg ect as definedinlaw No. 48 dated 7-9-2017 “thelawonthe
regu ati on of the partnership bet ween the public and private sectors” and the amend ments theredf, in
whi ch the private sector contributes by fi nancing management, and at | east one of the fdl owng
operati ons: design estadishment, construction deve opnent, restoration preparation nai ntenance,
rehahlitati on and operation.

- Traditiond Witer Rghts: the usufructs practicedinaccordance wththe estadished custons,
tradtions, and nor ns.

- Llicensi ng: the per mssion granted by a conpetent authority to benefit frompublic water.

- Dd egated manage nent: a contract by virtue of which alega personis grantedthe pubicright to
manage a pulicinstitution, toa public or private operator, whosefees are nostly sulj ect tothe resuts
of theinvest ment of thefadlity. The person dd egated nmay dso be charged wth the constructi on of
fadlities and owni ng the properti es necessary for theinstituti on

- Cdl ective Sewage: the drai nage of waste water incollection grids and the transfer of ths water to
treat ment dants whereitis treated and drai ned or reused

- Benefidary: dl who benefits from water through subscri pti on, use usufruct, or any other mannerin
accordance wththelaws, custons, and nor ns.

- Irrigati on water benefid ary: Subscri ber to and/or benefid ary fromirrigati on water.

- Witer Wsufruct: the ri ght whi ch authorizes its owner to use specific vd unes o water for specific

pur poses by virtue o the provisions of thislaw

- Traditionad Witer Wsufructs: water usufructs for aspecificred estate and for specific purposes, the
conti nuity o whichisrecognizedthroughlawor custom or through bothlawand custom and based on
theindvidua or cdlectiveright to benefit fromriver, fountain wdl, o water facility water. They are
restricted by theli nits sti pu atedinthslawand other laws inforce

Chapter Two: Witer LawPrind d es

Artide Five: The Rghts of Wat er Benefid ari es

1- Al legd benefid aries have access to any water resources through the right of usufruct, ina nanner
that does not danage sa dresources or theinterests of third parties, and bear the i nposed oli gati ons
rd evant tothe preservati on and protecti on of sa dresources fromdep eti on and pdl uti on

2- Goundwater exd dtationis banned wthout prior licensi ngfromthe conpetent aut hority.

3- The ninistry and the public water i nvest ment i nstituti ons i ntervene toregu ate the rights and
obligati ons rd evant to benefitting from water i n accordance wththe provisions of thislawand the
executive decrees which wll beissuedto executeits provisi ons.



Artide Six Generd Gods through the Susta nald e Manage nent of Water

1- The nanistry shall beincharge of adopti ng asusta nab e water pdicyin order to preserve the
Lebanese Stat€s water resources. The ninistry and the pubic water i nvest ment instituti ons, each wthn
its own j urisd ction deter mned through Law No. 221/2000, shal provi de water services to dl wers for
al types of usage To achievethe sang, they nust:

a Priaitizethe suppy o potab e water todtizens.

b- Achieve sewage for waste water.

c- Meet the necessary water requiremnments for agricdture livestock-raising hunting fish ng and fish
far mngininternal waters, extracting ninerd water, for i ndustrid purposes, d ectridty generation,
transportati on, touris m for the protection o water, land, and naturd sites and views, and dl human
activities which arelegdly practiced

d Benefit, where possid e fromnon-tradtional water sources: desdi nati on treated water produced
fromsewage treat ment dants, and ot hers.

e Contrd fl oods, drought, and pdl ution erergenci es or chronic pdl uti oni n cooperati on wththe
conpetent nnistries and depart ments, andin general, perce ve and prevent the damages which nay
affect puldic heath and safety.

2- The Ninistry of Energy and Water, i ncooperationwiththe Mnistry of Environnent, nust:

a Fght chronic pdl ution

b- Prevent dl futher deteriaration preserve, andrestore water environnent, land ecosyste ns and
rd evant wetlands, inrdation wthther water needs.

c- Prevent pdlution and work to gradually decrease the sane.

Chapter Three:

The Legd Stuation of Water

Artid e Seven: The Minagement of Pubic \Witer Properties

The MNiristry o Energy and Wat er has the power to manage pubidy-owned water properti es.

Artide Hght: The Factors of Pudic Ownershi p of Witer

1- Wateris pubdidy owned and may not be possessed owned, or acted uponinany way, takinginto
account the provisions of decision No. 144/S dated June 10, 1925 and decision No. 320 dated My 26,
1926.

2- The Pubdic ownersh p of water ind udes water indl its naturd states, ged ogca | ocati ons, accessori es,
and publicfadlities specidized or necessary for ther manage ment, i nd ud ng

a Witer courses regard ess of their type wthinther borders deter nnned through theline of ther
runni ng water devationinthe event they areful beforethey overflow The course banks, boundari es,
andits retreat shal be deter mined by virtue of decrees.

b- Naturd or artifidd lakes, coastd |akes and swa nps, andingenerd dl water areas.

¢- Gound water, ind ud ng freshwater spri ngs under the sea off Lebanese shores.

d Founta ns and wells, prospects, sub- water courses, springs, and other pudidyavailald e water
sources, inaddtiontothe potentid barring of the nearby reg ons equ pped to protect themdrectly.
e Sea andriver dans, water dans, water ways, and their fadlities.

f- Irrigati on sewage, and dra ring canals, water drawng canals and their branches, @ pes, water

treat ment fadlities, punping stations, andreservdrs, wastewater treat ment dants when these fadliti es
are specificfor pubdic use in addtionto equi prent and ther lands.

g- Witerfdlssiutal efor dectridty generati on



Artide Nne: Non-public Water

Al who cdlect ra nwater and storeitin privatefadlities, sw mm ng pods, entertai nnent basi ns,

swa nps, ponds, and tanks, have dl theright to usethe same wthout theright tosdl ittothrd parties.
Such water does not constitute a part of the pubic property o the Lebanese State

Artide Ter G oundwater

1- Goundwater, regardess df its depth is subject toaspecid systemof regu ati on and contrd.

2- No one nmay extract groundwater through drilling artesian wells or through any ather neans, wthout
rece\ving a pri or per nissi on or license fromthe mnistry of energy and water, inaccordance wththe
condti ons specified by virtue of the provisions of thislaw

Artid e Heven The Boundaries of Pubic Water Properties

The boundaries o the Lebanese Stat€'s pubic water properties and their bd ongings are those specifi ed
by virtue o the provisions of the second section of dedision 144/S dated June 10, 1925 rd evant tothe
defirition deter ninati on and tenporary operati on of pulic property.

Artide Twel ve: Acquired Water Rghts

1- Acquired water rights consecrated bef ore the publicati on of decision No. 144/S dated June 10 1925
are practiced by custons and nor ns that j ustifiedits adopti on solong as they do not contrad ct the
requremnents o the sustanable management of water, taki nginto account the fdl ow ng provisi ons:

a Wingthese acquiredrights as j ustificati on shall cease when they becomne obsol ete and the causes for
whi chthey were adopted beconme non-existent, or when exercising these rights beconme i npossidefor
finand d reasons.

b- Acquiredrights for water may not be assigned regard ess o the red estate exerdsing sal rights.

2- Thefor nalities of exerdsing and the ter ninati on of acquired rights and/or ther suspensi ontoface dl
water defidts shal be deter mined through a decreeissued by the Council of Nilnisters based onthe

m nister's suggesti on

Artide 13: Witer Register

1- A water regster shall becreatedinthe ninistry o water and energy constituted of the acquired
rights sti pd atedinthe former artid e above, and o the public water i nventory which nakes upthe
mari ne ecosystemaf the Lebanese State

2- The water regster system its work regu ati ons, and the wayit shdl be managed shal beissued
through a decree

3- The secretariat of thereal estateregster, the drectorate generd o urban danning mnunid palities,
and dl ather pubic departments and public andi nstituti ons which have records and data rd evant to
water nust send theinformati on and datatothe water regster.

Secti on Two

Organizationa Framework and Law

Chapter One — The Nationa Witer Authority

Artid e Fourteen The National Water Authority

1- Anationa authority under the authority of the presidency of the council of ninisters shal be
estadished named “The National Water Authority,” and headed by the Pri ne Ninister and constituti ng
of:

- The Mrnister o Energy and Water —as vice presi dent.

- The niristers (of environment, i ndustry, agricdture public works and transportati on health finance



interior and nmunid paities, and tourisn) as ne nbers.

- The drectors generd o the public water invest ment institutions —as ne mbers.

2- The authority may invite whonsoever it wshes fromthe public and private sectors, and fromad\il
assodi ati ons to attendits neeti ngs.

3- The authority shal set its operati ng mechanis mby virtue of a dedisionissued by the pri me nminister.
4- The authority may for ma tenporary technica cormittee headed by the ninister of energy and
water and constituted of the conpetent drectors genera inaddtiontg when necessary, experts
and/or dvl assodi ati ons tostudy a specificissue

5 The authorityissues reports onits functi ons to present tothe council o ninisters to be exa nined

Artide 15: The Rd e of the Nati ona Witer Authority

The Nationa Witer Authorityis charged wththe fdlow ng functi ons:

1- The contri buti oninsetting the goa s and generd guidance prind des for a pudic and susta nal e
nati onal pdicy for the water sector.

2- To study the public gu dance danfor water whichshal enterintoforce by virtue of a decreeissued
by the council o nnisters.

3- Tostudy the stat€'s capability onfinand ng d ans and prg ects and setti ng fi nanc ng prograns and
deter mni ng ther sources.

4- Tostudy the dans and prograns a nming for the regu ation of the use of water and the preventi on of
its waste and to ori ent its consu npti on

5 To adopt prg ects and to arganize the dstri buti on of i nternati onally and reg onallyi nportant water,
inaddtiontothe deter nhnati on of the advantages o prg ects and ther dstri bution a nongst the

reg ons.

6- Tostudy the trends and procedures whichthe competent ninistries dee mappropriatetoi np ement
theintegrated manage ment of water, especidlyto protect the water ecosystens, ind ud ng touris m
industry, energy, forest manage ment, agricdturd activities, livestock-rasing fishing and urban

p anni ng

7- Issu ng the recommendations rd evant tothe researches, education trarnng and nediainthefidd o
water, inthe @ madf i nprovingthe managenment o this resource

8 I nspecti nginternati onal conventions rd evant tothe dvision of water intransnati onal rivers or that
have an effect on nati onal water security, and havi ng issu ng og ni ons on the same.

Chapter Two

Organizing and Managi ng Water Resources

Artide Sixteen: Pubic Guidance Hanfor Witer

1- The Republic o Lebanon shdl be dvidedinto basi ns and water or ad miristrative reg ons, and the
water resources of eachreg onshall be evad uated and dans shall be set for ther devel opment and use
as existing units, and shall be organized on the basis of the prind d e o theintegrati on o the
management of water resourcesin accordance wththe trends of sodd and econonic deve opnent and
the preservati on of the environment.

2- Susta nabl e water manage nent shal be achi eved through a pubdic gu dance planfor water apdied on
the entirety of the Lebanese territary andind udes coastd waters basi n grids wthinthe peri meter of the
hydr ographi ¢ basi n

3- Mnistries, pubic adninistrati ons, adnnnistrative andinvest ment pubdicinstitutions, and



muni d paities shal comnit tothei npl e mentati on of the pubic gui dance danfor water, afteritis
issued by the council o nhnisters.

Artid e Seventeen: Setti ng the Public Gui dance A anfor Wter

The ninistry and the pubic water invest nent i nstitutions shall set the puldic guidance danfor waterin
coord nation wththe ninistries (of environment, agricdture public works and transportati on and
industry). The danshal be approved by virtue of a decreeissued by the council of ninisters based on
the suggesti on of the ninister.

Artide Bghteen Contents of the Public Gui dance Hanfor Witer

The Pubic Gu dance Aanfor Water ind udes thefdlow ng

1- Anal yzi ng the specifications of water and water ecosystens which mai ny defi ne the fdl ow ng:

a The consumed and currently availad e vd urmes of water, and those expected to be availad e and
based on whichthe current andfuture water needs may be deter nined.

b- The current needs for water inthe mai nsectors: human consunmpti on, agricdture livestock-rasing
industry and si nil ar activities, hydrod ectric energy producti on touris m and enterta ri ng acti\iti es
(recreation) ...

c- Evd ution of expected needs for water inthe stat€sdfferent sectorsinthe nmed umandlongterm
d The condtion o water equi prrent, the sewage syste ns, and the non-tradti onal water source
systens.

2- Data and tad es whichind ude:

a Tradtiona and non-traditiona water vd unes, surface water, groundwater, and fountai ns.

b- The situati on of surface water and groundwater.

c- Regi ons subj ect to specdial provisi ons.

d Witer drawng reg ons specificfor human suppy.

3- A ns of Susta nald e water management, in particuar:

a Quantitati ve goa's whi ch shou d be ach eved duri ng a ti e peri od deter mnedin the gu dance dan to
meet the basic water needs and the necessity of its har noni zati on wthits surround ng environment
and viththe peop € s basic needs.

b- Qualitative goad's whichall owaccess, during ati ne peri od deter mnedinthe gu dance dan toan
acceptal e environmentad situati onfor suface ground, and coastd water.

c- The provision of the fadlities and equ pment necessary to ava dthe deteri oration of the quality of
water, to provi de protection for the same and toi nprove the condtion of water and water ecosystens,
and to esti mate ther costin order to provi de the sane

d Deter mningthefor malities of the manner o notifyingthe dtizens onthe goa's and procedures
intended to be takenin order to preserve susta nabl e wat er manage nent.

e Deter mning the best ways of using water toachi eve the nmost benefit to dl current and future needs
inthe mai n water sectors.

f- Setting a preventive dan for water pdl ution andits treat ment.

4- Maps that dlowthe accurate assignment o the menti oned factorsinthe gudance dan especidly.
a Protected areas.

b- Pdluted areas and areas at risk o pdl ution

c- Areas for drawng water for hunman consu npti on

d Irrigati on areas.

e Aeas at risk of water defiat.



f- Areas whereitis odigatorytoconnect tothe cdlective sewage grid

g- Areas wherethe pubicwaterinvest ment institutions provi de potal e water and cdl ective sewage

gri ds.

h- The mai nfadlitiesintendedto be constructedto neet the dre need for water and the goal's o

susta nabl e management of water deter mnedinthe gu dance dan esped dlythe fadlity of water
extraction potab e water treat ment, wastewater treat nent, the dra nage of treated or stored water,
the dra nage o ra nwater, the desdination of water, or the producti on of hydrod ectridty.

The pubdic gu dance dan deter nines the reg ons subject toit based on what has been nenti oned above.

Artide N neteen: The Apgicahility of the Pubic Gu dance Hanfor Witer

The conmpetent admnistration wheni npl e menti ng the public gu dance danfor water, nust takeinto
account dl the dans, prograns, basindans, grantedlicenses and per nits, urban p ann ng popu ati on
percentages inthe reg ons, and the position of ranked instituti ons. I ngenerd, it must takeinto account
al the for mer ad ninistrative decisions rd evant to water.

Artide Twenty: Eva uation o the Pubic Gui dance Han for Witer
The public gui dance danfor water is sulj ect to an evauati on and toreconsi deration once every five
years, and when the need shall arise

Artid e Twenty- One: Basi nCharts

The ninistry shall set the prind des o pubdic water danni ng based onthe resuts of the eval uati on of
basi ns or the water servicereg ons, wheretheyind ude the publicfactors o the water basi n positionsin
dfferent Lebanese reg ons and the trends of water demand for dl uses o waterinthe short, ned um
andlong ter ns, based onthe fdl ow ng:

First: setti ng the basi n charts

The nanistry shall set the charts o mai n or secondary wat er basins, i n particd arin the reg ons suff eri ng
froma decreaseintheir water resources o the pdl ution of the water ecosystemns.

The scope o the basi n chartsis deter mnedin coord nati on wththe public water invest ment

i nstit uti ons.

The ninutes o thei np ementation of ths artid e are deter nined by virtue of a decreeissued by the
council o mnisters based on the suggesti on of the ninister.

Second: Contents of the Basin Charts

The basi n charts conta nthe fdl ow ng

1- Adetaledreportin which the characteristics of the basinare exhi ited whichjustifythe preparation
of its own d an based on aconprehensi ve eva uati on of the condti on of its water and water
ecosystem

2- An adninistrati ve document whi ch specifi es:

a The god's, quality, vd ume, and presunmed deadines for their ach eve ment.

b- The quantitati ve and qualitati ve evad uati on of the water resources foundinthe basi n

¢- Eva uati on of the environnmenta effect.

d Procedures tocontrd unl oad ng wastes.

e The priority o dlocati ng the equitald e dstri buti on of water, the treat ment and reuse of water, and
regu ati on and contrd procedures that guarantee the far and equal use of water.

f- The manner o dstribution of water anongst the dfferent categories o benefid ari es.

g- Non-tradtiona water sources.

h- The condtions of resource nmanage ment duri ng crisis such as pdl ution water defidt, fl oods, and fires.



i- Means that nust be used to ach eve the deter nned godls.

j- Factors which dlowfdlow ng upthe conpl eted works, eva uati ng procedures, prograns, and

comnit nments undertaken concern ng the goals.

3- Maps that dl owdeter mini ng the targeted| ocati ons i nthe chart:

Deci si ons rd ati ve tothe basi n charts nust be conpatibl e wththe provisions o the public gu dance dan
for water.

Artid e Twenty-Two: the Basi n Ranki ng System
The ninistry shall set asyste mtorank the basi ns and the water reg ons Inlight o its water condti ons,
and the goa o ths systemistoi np enment one type of procedurd approachtosinilar basirs.

Artide Twenty-Three: Basin A ans

Each basin or reg on shall have a water dan set by the conpetent pulic water invest nent i nstituti on,
conpatide wththe water pdicy and the puldic gu dance dan These dans shall be consi dered an
integra part o the pubic gui dance dan after the verificati onthereof by the ministry.

Secti on Three:

Contrd System

Chapter One:

Generd Contrd Franework

Artide Twenty-Four: Generd Provisions

Taki nginto consi derati on the provisions of Law No. 221 dated May 29 2000 and its amend ments, and
the provisions of artides (1) and(2) o Decision No. 320 dated My 26, 1926, in order to achieve a
susta nabl e management of water and water ecosystens, the ninistry and the ninistry o environment
shall contribute dong wth the Lebanese Standards | nstituti on, i nsetti ng the quality standards and the
necessary provisions for the preservation of water andits necessary ecosystens, in particd ar, it

deter mnes the dfferent types of water consunpti onand ther cumul ati ve effects on water
environment.

Artide Twenty-Fve: Protection of Water Resources

The Mnistry and the pulic water invest ment institutions, each wth nits scope and conpetence shall
protect water resources from pdl ution contrd ennssion standards and pdl uti on sources, set the

for malities and procedures for contrd on equ prent bel ongi ngtothe water fadlity, prevent activities
that mayleadtothe pdlution or the deteri aration of the quality of water, and combat emergency
pd| uti on situati ons.

The ninistry and the conpetent pubic water invest ment i nstituti ons shal dsoimpl enent dl or sone of
the fdlowng admnistrative nmeasures agai nst the person causi ng the danage:

a Banni ng a specific activity which causes grave damages tothe water ecosystens or to banthe

conti nuati on of sa d activity.

b- | npl enmenting refor ns such as renovi ng pdl uti on and i nta ni ng thel ocati ons onthe expense o
the person causi ng the damage.

¢- | nposi ng ad mni strative and techni ca oligati ons and fi nes.

& Al neasures a ning for prevention or li nitation of all danages tothe water ecosystens.

Artide Twenty-Six Techricd Contrd and Water Quality
1- The ninistry shall provi de quality contrd for surface, ground, coastd water, and founta ns, i nd ud ng
springs and rivers, and expddted and neg ected exp orati ons. The Public water i nvest nent i nstituti ons



shall comnit tothe contrd oHligations nenti onedinthis paragraph when they affect the water sources
i nvested by sa di nstituti ons.

2- The ninistry, andin cooperati on wththe Public water i nvest ment i nstituti ons, shal undertake the
technicd contrd o the equi pnent, fadlities, and operati ons to check the quality d the extracted water,
contrdling water ecosystens, and protecti ng the same frompdl uti on

Artid e Twenty-Seven: Contrdling Works and Operations

The equi prrent, fadlities, operati ons, and works which are conpl eted by any natura or legd person

be ongi ngto d@ther the public or private sector, are subj ect tothe contrd system and whichleads ta

1- Extraction of surface ground, or coastd water, or founta n water, and returnng the sanme or not toits
source.

2- The amendment of theleve or nethod of water flow

3- Enptying flowng reduction o drect orindrect chronic or drcunstantid | eakage which nmayleadto
effects on water or the water ecosystens, evenifit does not leadto pdlutioninthe water ecosystem
4- Extracti ng groundwater.

5 Qeanng deepening levelling or organizingtenporary or per manent water courses.

Artide Twenty-Eght: Code of Witer

1- Acode shal be hd dinthe ninistry whichshall be organized by virtue of a decreeissued by the
council o mnisters based on the suggesti on of the ninister.

2- The equi prrent, fadlities, operati ons, and works nenti onedinthe previous artid e above shal be
menti onedinthe code.

3- The Code d arifies the nature of restrictionto whichthese works are subj ect, taki nginto consi derati on
the effects which may resudt onthe quality or flow of water and the water ecosystens.

4- The specificlevds appied to areas o drought i dentifiedinthe pubic gu dance panshal be
accuratdy deter mnedinthe code.

Artide Twenty- N ne: Congliance wththe Provisions of the Environnenta Law
Al fadlity owners shal be bound by the provisions of the environmental protectionlawinLebanon, in
particd ar artides 21to 48 of Law No. 444/2002

Artid e THrty: Preservi ng the quality of water

The Pubic water invest ment i nstituti ons shall deter minetherdes o equital e dstribution of water
anongst the dfferent categori es of benefidaries, while preservi ngthe quality of water. It nust prevent
any knd of drect orindrect dra nage andleakage of sewage water or pdluted water and prevent any
type of work that shal lead tothe changeinthe quality of water or the water ecosystens, andi npose
measures necessary tothe preservati on of the quality of water.

Artide THrty- One: Witer Quality Contrd

The Niristry and Pubic water invest ment institutions, each wth nits conpetences, shdl contrd the
quality of water onthelevel o resources such as to guarantee the power of its use and contrd the
quality duri ng transportation, dstribution and use

Artide Thirty-Two: Facility- Owners’ Ol gati ons
Industrid and rankedi nstituti on owners, i ndustrid, commercid, agricdturd, and sanitary fadlity
owners, and dl who conduct and activities that produce wastes, nust conply wththe provisions of ths



lawto not dspose un oad transfor m or dunp dl types wastes resutingfromtheir activitiesinriver
courses and other surface and ground water ned a except after ther treat ment inaccordance wththe
for maliti es stipd atedinthe appicald elaws under the penalty of wthdraw ng thelicenses grantedto
them

Industrid and rankedi nstituti on owners, industrid, commercid, agricdturd, and sanitary fadlity owners
estaldished bef orethislawwas pubished nust present apgicati ons tothe conpetent authoritiesin
order tosettlethe situati ons of ther fadlitiesinaccordance wthits provisions under the penalty of
withdrawng theirlicenses with nsix nonths o the date of its apgicahility.

Chapter Two

Right of Wufruct of Witer

Artide THrty-Three: Traditiond Wufruct Rghts

Tradtional rights onthe use of ra nwater and naturaly flow ng fl ood water are takeninto consi derati on,
inrdationtothar useinirrigation and due tother connectiontothe agricdturd land benefitti ng from
the sane.

Tradtional irrigati onrights fromaother water resources are not consecrated except outsi de of the
invest ment scope of theirrigation prgects o Puldic water invest nment i nstituti ons.

The ninutes o the appication of the artid e are determi ned by virtue of a decree based onthe
suggestion of the mnister.

Artide Thirty-Four: PubiciInterest andthe Rght of Wufruct

Taki nginto consi derati onthe provisions of artidetwelve o thslaw the situati onsin whichthe
Lebanese state may seize the water usufruct rights are deter mnedif the pubicinterest necessitatedthe
same or for the necessity of arientati oninthe usage of water wthfar conpensationfor the

benefid aries based ontheimpl enmentedlaws, by virtue of a decreeissued by the council o nanisters
and based on the suggesti on of the mnister.

Artide THrty-Fve: The Formalities of Apglication

1- The condtions mentionedin Decision No. 320 dated May 26, 1926 are takeninto account wththe
exception of what has been anended or cancedled by virtue of thislaw

2- The statutes and provisions of the apgicati on of thelicense systemshall be set by virtue of a decree
based on the suggesti on of the ninister, suchthat itind udes the fdl ow ng:

a Appical e procedures.

b- Environmentd effect eval uati on

c- For malities rd evant to extracti ons, i n particu ar the situati onsin which alower levd o water flowcan
be i nposed

d Proceduresi nposedto contrd the conpliance wth the provisions of ths chapter.

Artide ThHirty-Sx Licensi ng System

The nanisterissues thelicenses based onthe fdlowng ru es:

1- No naturd o legd person nay, after thislawisissued construct any water facilityto d ock ori npede
flowng water, and water flow ngin water courses and vdleys, or todrect it away fromits courses
except after receiving a prior license. The mristry must conduct a conprehensive nati ona scan o dl
the fadlities constructed without alicense beforethislawisissued study each caseindvidualy, suggest
techrica anmendnments theretg and ad ninistrative procedures where necessary.

2- Any water well nmay not be deepened orinsu ated without receivi ng alicense under the penalty o



withdraw ng the previ ously grantedlicense and refill the well onits owner’s expense.

3- Anew well o an dternative well may not be drilled, nor any water fadlity established wthout the
benefid ary rece ving the proper license for that purpose.

4- The benefidary nust akide by the ter ns deter mnedinthelicense whichitsdf sets the condti ons
necessary for i npl e mentation

5- Al the operati ons which may pose risks to pudic health and safety, i npede the flowd water,

d ninsh water resources, significantlyincrease flood risks, or damage the quality of the water
environment or the b od versityinthe water nmedi um are sulj ect tothe rece pt of prior licenses.

6- Al operati ons whichindude water desti ned for non-donestic use are sukj ect to pri or licensi ng The
same applies toirrigati onfadilities, hydrod ectric fadlities, fishfar nng aquafarm ng equ pnent, and
exp orationfor water.

7- licenses may be wthdrawn or anended by virtue of aj ustified decisionissued by the ninister, taki ng
intoaccount the provisions o dedsion no. 320 dated May 26, 1926, inthe fdl owi ng cases:

a If the decisionis madeinfavor of the pubicinterest.

b- To prevent dangerous situati ons such as water scarcity or fl oods.

c- Inthe event a grave danger threatens the natura conponents o water and the water ecosystens.
Thelicenses may dso be withdrawn by virtue of aj ustified decisionissued by the minister, and

wi thout conpensati oni nthe fdl ow ng cases:

a Whenthe water fadlityis abandoned anditsinvestors nolonger needit.

b- If thelicensee does naot begi n drilling wthi nthe deadines deter ninedinthelicensi ng syste ns.

c- Ifthislicense was usedfor a purpose ather thanthat for whichit was granted

d Ifitvidates the condtions nentionedinthelicense.

e If thelicense was cededinfavor of athird party wthout the ced ng of the rd evant red estate

ind ud ng a price or thelack theredf, wthout the approva o the authority granting thelicense

The granti ng party s responsi kility shdl renmai n appical einaccordance wththe generd prind des
whi ch takeinto consi deration overstepp ng the boundaries o power, in particdarinthe event darmages
tothe benefidary of thelicense resut fromthe decision of the wthdrawal o the license wthout an
error bei ng comnitted by sai d benefid ary.

Artid e THrty-Seven: Settling the Situati on of Dxilled Wells

* The benefid aries o the ground water wells drilled without alicenseissued by the ministry or those
drilledl egdly, the owners of which d d not receive alicense toinvest the same, may rece ve alicenseto
invest the mafter presenti ng appications tosettlether situati onsina peri od of no norethantwo years
as o the date of appicallity of thislaw under the penalty of d osing the well.

* licensi ngis deniedinthe fdl owng cases:

- If the well is drilled onthe property o athird party, public property, or common properti es.

- If the well affects the sources of flowng water and springs o those that suppylakes or rivers.

* Tenporarylicenses are granted tothose who nmay not rece velicenses for the above- nenti oned
reasons when dternatives are provi ded tothe conpetent water authorities, uless the well is dilledin
public or private properties.

Chapter Three:

Procedures and Measures

Artid e THrty-E ght: Adninistrative neasures

Who nsoever vid ates the provisions of thelicensi ng syste msti pu ated by virtue of artide 36 of thislaw



and artides 745 and 749 o the Gi nina Code, shal be cri mnaly prosecuted as defi nedinthe e ghth
section of thslaw The ninistry shal dso be entitl ed to take ad niristrative neasures deter mned

agai nst the vid ati ng party as fdl ows:

1- To warnthe vid ati ng party, theinvestor, or the owner to ahi de by the provisions andi nstructi ons

rd evant tothe vid ati on, with n a deadi ne deter mned by the nanistry.

2- To deter mne the procedures the vid ati ng party shall undertake torenove the danmage caused

3- Inthe event arisk o pdluti on or the deteri aration of the situation of the water ecosystemor danage
to pudic health or athreat that affects the suppy o potab e water, totakei mmedi ate procedures on
the expense and responsi kility of the peop e nenti oned above to prevent the occurring pdl ution and to
li nit the sane.

4- Tosuspend or wthdrawthelicense

5  Todrawup asdzurereport aga nst the vid ati ng party and totransfer the same tothe environnenta
pubic prosecutor or the competent un que penal judge.

The ninistry and the pubic water invest nent i nstitutions, each wth nits own powers, when they

recei ve know edge o any damage affecti ngthe water ecosystens, shal take theinitiativei mmedi atdy
to address the causes of the occurring danmage. They may dso berd nbursedfor the expenses they have
incurred fromthe person or persons who areresponsibl efor causi ng the damage, and that beforethe
conpetent juddd authorities.

Artide THrty- N ne: Acd dents

1- Al persons who know of an event that for ns ariskto pubicsafety andtothe quality o water, its
distri buti on, andits preservati on or the Lebanese water and fishresources, nust taketheiritiativeto
notify the conpetent aut horiti es.

2- Al persons who have caused any actionthat danages the water quality, nust, and as soon of their
know edge o sa d event, take theirtiativetoapdy all the appropriate neasures toendtherisk or the
da mages affecti ng the water ecosystemand toremnmedy the sane.

3- The conpetent ad ninistrati on which hasintervened totake the neasures d@ mingto put an endtothe
damages affecti ng the water ecosystem nmay be rd nbursed for dl its expenses by the party causi ng the
damage beforethe conpetent juddd authorities.

Secti on Four

Econonic and F nancid Regu ation of the Water Sector

Chapter One — Managenent Princid es

Artid e Forty: Thel ndustrial and Commercid Nature of the Pubic Witer Wility

1- The Pubic Water Wilityind udes the pubicinstitutions i nvestingin potal e irrigation and sewage
wat er.

2- The Pubic Water Uilityis managed as any other public utility of anindustrid and commercid nature
inconpliance wththe prind d e of the conti nuity and deve opent of the pubdic utility.

Artide Forty- One: Financial Bdance Princide

1- Pubdic water invest ment institutions nust achi evefinancid bd ance for the water utility.
2-Inorder toconply wththe prind de o the utility s financid ba ance the pubic water utilityis
financed through the subscri pti on fees and revenues pai d by the benefid ari es.

Artid e Forty-Two: F nancial Bd ance for the Services
1- Thefees and tariffs o the pubic water services are deter nhned through the application of the



services' financid bd ance princid e whichconpel the benefidary tosettl e the wat er consu npti on fees,
and the pdlutant nust settlethe danage treat ment and repair fees whichit caused

2- Thefees and tariffs are deter mned after taki nginto account thei nstituti o s financid ba ance and
the sod oecono nic situati on of the benefid aries, and these fees fdl owan ascend ng curve based onthe
amount of consunption

3- Until the procedures | ead ng tothe appicati on of the size-based tariff, | unp-sumtariffs shal be
appliedinnon-digHe areas.

Artid e Forty-Three: State Contri buti on

As opposedtothe prinddes deter mnedinthe artid es above, the Lebanese state may provi de
contri buti ons tothe pubicwater Uility by contri buti nginthe fund ng of the renewal, renovati on
expansi on, and operati on expenses o the prg ects undertaken by the Pubic water i nvest nent

i nstituti ons, and coveri ng the operati ona costs of sa d prg ects.

Chapter Two — Anancid and Accounti ng Provisi ons

Artid e Forty-Four: Financia Provisi ons

1- The manner o the dstributi on of the operati onal, invest ment, and mai ntenance works o each of the
potab e water, sewage, and agricdturd irrigation water shall be shownin detail in the budget and
accounts of each o the Public water i nvest ment i nstituti ons.

The funds and fees generated by the operational works nenti oned above may not be used tofi nance
theinvest ment and mai ntenance of pred @tati on cdl ecti onfadlities not subject to theinstitutior's

aut hority.

2- An accounti ng graph mnust be drawn upfor each service wthinthe Pubic waterinvest ment

i nstit uti ons.

Artid e Forty-Ave: Adopti on of Fees

The Pubic water invest nment i nstituti ons shall adopt the fees of the puldic water services, i nd ud ng the
fees of connectiontothe public grid wth nthe area of theinstituti o sinvest ment suchthat it be
assod ated wththe approva o the trustee authority.

Artide Forty-Six Fees

The fees estaldished by virtue of thislaw mayind ude the fdl owng:

- Potab e water servicefees.

- Sewage service fees.

- lrri gati on servi ce fees.

- Witer resource preservation and water syste mprotecti onfees.

- Fees resuting frompdl ution

- Touristic industrid, fish ng fishfar mng and power generati oninvest ment fees.

Artid e Forty-Seven: Potablle Water Fees

1- Potad e water fees and subscri pti ons are due upon al persons benefitti ng fromthe public water grid
2- The public potal e water gri d subscri pti onfees shall be deter nnned based on the vd urme of water
consumed by the subscri ber by virtue of the water counter read ngs.

Artid e Forty-Hght: Sewage Fees
Sewage fees deter nhned by virtue of the provisions o thslawind ude the cdlective and non-cdl ective
sewage fees.



1- Cdlective sewage fees must be pa d by dl who are connectedtothe pubicsewage grid and sa dfees
shall be deter mned by reference tothe vd ume of water wthdrawn by the benefid aries of the service
regard ess whet her the source theredf isthe public potad e water grid or any ather source

The fees o the non-donestic use of the public sewage gridshal be deter nnned based on:

a The vd unme and quality of the dra ned water such that it neets environnmenta standards and
specifications, andinthe event it does not neet the sai d standards and spedificati ons, the provisi ons of
artide 51 shall appy (i nstead of the conpensati onfor pdl uti on).

b- The vd ume o the pdl ution of the ennssi ons resuting fromths water.

Al naturd orlegd persons who have not conplied wth the oldigati on of connectingtothe cdlective
sewage gridshall be subj ect to afine equal tothe va ue of the fee set for the connectiontothe
cdlective sewage grid

2- The non-cdl ective sewage fees are due upon dl who are not connectedtothe sewage gridin
accordance wth what is nenti onedin paragraph “1” above, andthat based onthe vd unme and quality
of the drawn water.

Artid e Forty- N ne: Irrigation fees

1- Irrigationfees are due upon dl benefidaries or red estate owners connected to the pubicirrigati on
grid

2- The vd ue of the due fees shall be deter mned based ontheirrigated area or the vd une of water
consumned such that the quality of theirrigated d ants be takeninto account.

Artid e Fifty. Fees rd ative to the preservation of water resources and the protecti on of water systens
1- Shou dthe need arise andin order to preservethe water resource and to protect the water systens,
pubic water i nvest ment i nstitutions mayi npose afee upon naturd orlega persons benefittingfrom
water based ontheirrigated area or the nunber of cubic neters drawn, consumed, or ear marked for

i nport, suchthat thisfee be usedtofinance the rd evant water resource preservati on and water
ecosystem preservati on oper ati ons.

2- The econonic, sodd, cdturd, and environmental importance o these activities, revenues, and
profits of any type they may be aretakeninto account when deter nin ng the dd egated persons, the
rd evant activities, and the val ue of fees.

The pubic water invest ment i nstituti ons cdlect the fees for the preservati on of water resources and
protection of water systens regard ess o theidentity of the benefid ary.

Artid e Fifty- One: PdI Wi on conpensati on fees

1- Al naturd andlegd persons, the nature of the activities f whoml eadtothe pdl ution of
environmenta and water systens ina nanner not subj ect to nitigation or to prior treat ment, and the
percentage of pdl uti on of which does not exceed the nati onally and i nter nati onally accept ed standar ds,
shall be sulj ect to a conpensati onfee deter nmned by virtue of a decreeissued based on the suggesti on
of the ninister.

2- The conpensati onfee menti oned above shall be appropriatetothe danger posed by the pdl uti on
and the size of the danage affecti ngthe water environnent.

3- The conpensati onfee may be decreasedinlight o the measures taken by the party causi ng the
damage totreat the sane.

4- The pay ment o the pdluti on conpensati onfees does not for man obstad e without the
estadishment o penal or civil responsi kility onthe poll uing partyinthe event hs actions arethe
source of the damage, o ifit constitutes acri ne



The rd evant admnistrati ons must take the neasures that [eadtothe preservation of the water
ecosystem

Artid e Ffty-Two: Issui ng Recd pts
The rece ptsissued by the Public water i nvest ment i nstituti ons nust d earl y showthe fees of each utility.

Artid e Fifty-Three: The Formalities of thelssuance and Pay nent of Rece pts

The Pubic water invest ment i nstituti ons nay issue severd rece pts annually, and each party benefitti ng
fromthe water of ths utility has the cha ceto pay the val ue of the due annual subscri pti ons on severd
irstd nents.

Artid e Ffty-Four: Notice Rel evant to Fees

The benefid aries fromthe wat er shal be nctified of the newfees, thej ustifications for their
amendnment, andthe datethey enterintoforce by virtue of an offidd notice drcu ated through the
medi a and rd evant nunidpalities. Theissued rece pts nmust deter nnne the d d and newfees after the
amend ment theredf.

Artid e Fifty-Five: Surveyi ng the Benefid aries

Inthe a@ md i nprovi ng the services and the susta nabe deve opent, the Publicwater i nvest nment

i mstituti ons shall conduct asurvey o the benefid aries every three years, theresuts o whichshal be
sent tothe mnister and published through the ned a

Section Fve:

M nage nent of the Pubdic Witer UWility

Chapter One: Generd Provisions

Artid e Aifty-Sx The Pubic water invest nent i nstitutions

The Pubic water invest nment i nstituti ons shall manage the public water utility based onthe

i np enrentation of the provisions of the Law No. 221 dated May 29, 2000, and the anendnments theredf,
and the regu ati ons issuedin order toi ng ement the sane, andthe provisions of the same law

Artid e Fifty-Seven: PubicWater Wilities

1- The pubic potal e water utilityind udes the services of cdlecting produci ng treati ng transporting
storing and dstri buti ng water. Dstri buti ontothe benefid ari es takes dace nai Ay through branches o
the grid andthe provisionof wateris not dlowed outsi de of what has been nentioned exceptin
extraord nary and te nporary cases.

2- The pubic cdlective sewage utilityind udes the cdlecti on transportation and treat ment of
wastewater. The d mof treati ng wastewater isto eradicate pdl utants such that the water nmayintegrate
withthe receptive med a Treat ment operati ons i nd ude the treat ment and d eaning of dl pdl utants and
mudinthe grid treat ment plants, and the dra rs.

3- Wistewateris mai iy produced donesticdly, and wastewater resutingfromcommercdd o industrid
activities may be connected tothe puldic sewage grid, suchthat tHs water neets thetechnica
standards set for the grids and treat ment dants, by virtue of ord nary or extraord nary agree ments
concl uded by the Pudic water invest ment institutions inths regard

4- Pubic water invest ment institutions nmay suppy water for agricdturd purposes through theirrigati on
grid o through a nunber of hydradicfadlities.



Artid e Afty-Eght: Agreements wththe Pulic Sector

The ninistry and the pubic water invest nment i nstitutions nay, and taki nginto consi derati onthe
conpetences o each of the mbased onthe enforcedlaws and regu ati ons, condude agreements wth
the pubiclaw dfficers to guarantee a susta nabdl e manage nment and devel oprent of the puldic water
utility. These agree ments may be cond uded wth munid pdities toregu ate theimpl ementati on of the
provisions of Atide Bght of the Water Sector Regu ation Law No. 221issued on May 29, 2000 rd ative
tothe currently existi ng committees onthe manage ment andinvest ment o potabl e andirrigati on
wat er.

These agreenents, and duringtheiri np e mentati on takeinto account the pubic water gu dance gdar's
provisions and the basi n charts, and may not i nd ude what vid ates the ol ect of theinvest nent o the
public water utility.

Artid e Fifty- N ne: Private Sector Contri buti on through Common Pr g ects

The provisions of Law No. 48 dated Septe nber 7, 2017 “The Law on the Regu ation of the Partnersh p
bet ween the Public and Private Sectors” shall appdy when a “common prg ect” contract is outsourced
These contracts take i nto consi derati onthe provisions o the public water gu dance dan and the basin
charts and may not ind ude what vid ates the obj ect of theinvest ment o the pubic water utility.

Artide Sixty: Private Sector Contri buti onthrough Gther Means

The enf orced regu ati on provisi ons bef ore the publicwat er i nvest ment i nstituti ons shall remai ninforce
when contracts for prg ectsin whichthe private sector’'s contri buti onis dfferent thanthat stipd atedin
the defintion of the “common prgect” are outsourced These contracts takeinto consi derati onthe
provisions o the public water gu dance dan and the basi n charts and nmay not i nclude what vidates the
obj ect of theinvest ment of the pubic water utility.

Chapter Two — The manage nent of the Publiic Potable Water Wility

Artide Sxty- One: Water Quality

The dstributed water nust be safeto drink, regard ess of the manner o the nanagenent o the utility.
The conpetent admnistrations, andthe ninistryin particd ar, and the mnistry of pubdic heath mnust
ensure that the adopt ed standar ds and specificati ons are net.

Artide Sxty-Two: The Prind d e of the Exd usivity of the Wility

W th nthe context of i nvest ment, the public potabl ewater utility en oys exd usivity of dstri buti on and
the exd usive right to nai ntai n dl fadlities and water canals necessary tothe utility.

Each public water i nvest ment i nstituti on takes charge of dl comnittees and potabl e water prg ects prior
totheissuance of thelaw221/2000 which has not been taken charge of yet, Wthn a one-year deadine
as of the date of theissuance of thislawand based on the enforced for maliti es.

Artide Sxty Three: Odigati on of Connecti on

Al buld ng owners shall commit toconnecting their buil d ngs and dl the secti ons theredf tothe pulic
potal e water d stri buti on gri d bef ore their occupati ons, and connecti on shall take d ace based on the
regu ati ons adopted by the conpetent public water invest ment i nstituti on and based on the contract
signed bet weenit and the benefid ary.

No transacti ons rd evant to aninkindright onthe red estate subscrikngtothe potab e water shal be
regstered ontothe red estateregster, except after the rea estate owner provi des a dscharge
certificateissued by theinstituti on certifyi ng that the subscri ber has pai d dl the fees and fi nes due upon
the sane.



Artid e Sixty- Four: Private Subscri pti on Contracts
The pubic potal e water utility nmay dstribute water to the benefid aries far non-do nmestic pur poses,
and private subscri pti ons shall be deter mnedinths case

Artide Sxty-Ave: Perfor mance of the Wility

Inapdication of thelegd regu ation which oversees the f or malities of dd egati oninthe public water
utility or o what is sti pd atedinthe nmanage ment contract concl uded wththe competent

adninistrati on, the publicpotab e water utility shal be bound to neet the necessities rd evant tothe
conti nuty and quality of provi ded water as well as observi ng the deadi nes rd evant tothe subscri pti on
applications or their ter ninati on

Artide Sxty-Six Measurement of Potall e Water Consunption

The common consunpti onis neasured by appropriate counters based on the contract signed by the
benefidary. As far the connecti ons not fitted wth counters, they must neet this condtion wthna
deadi ne deter nined by the pubic water i nvest ment instituti on

Artide Sixty-Seven: PubicPotab e Water Wility System

The rd ations wththe parties benefitting from water and espedi dlythe for nalities that observe the
connecti ons, private subscriptions, and| ocati ons specifiedfor the dacenment of consunption
measurenment equ prent, and the perfor mance o the utility shal be deter nhned by the pubic potal e
water utility.

Chapter Three — Manage ment of the Cdl ective Sewage Wility

Artid e Sxty-E ght: The Princi d e of the Exd wsivity of the Wility

W th nthe scope o theinvest ment deter nnnedinthe Pubic water gu dance dan stipdatedin Atide 16
of thislaw the pubic cdlective sewage utility shall exd usivdy have the right tomanage this sector and
have the exd usi ve ri ght tomai ntai n dl the fadlities and canal s necessary for this utility.

Artide Sxty- N ne: The Obligati onto Connect tothe Public Sewage Gid

W th nthe scope o cdlective sewage, dl buld ng owners nust connect the buldngtothe grid wthina
deadine not exceed ng one year as o the date of the ful i ng enmentati on of the sewage system

As for the buil d ngs and secti ons not specifiedfor housing they nust be connected tothe sewage grid
with nthe nmenti oned deadline inrd ati onto donestic wastes.

Al persons are bound to connect tothe sewage grid and the sewage fees shall be deter nhned onthe
basis o the subscri ber’s consunpti on onthe public potab e water grid However, if the same benefits
conpl etdy or partidly of aprivate water source that party nust ded are sa d benefit totheinstituti on
managi ng the pubic utility, and the sewage fees due upon the party shall be deter nined through the
measurenment of consunptionfromthe private source.

Artid e Seventy: Private Subscri pti on Contracts

The pubic sewage utility nmay approve o the connection of non-donestic wastewater by virtue of a
private connecti on agree ment, such that the nature of size of these wastes do not |eadto a dsrupti on of
the work o the sewage grids, andto deter nine the for nalities of esti mati ng the pd! uti on and dra ned
vd unes i nthe nenti oned agree nment.

As for the seasonal activities, it nmay excepti onally and for a deter nhned peri od be approved on
tenporary agreements todrai nthe wastes, suchthat ths does not | eadto any damages tothe drawng
or wastewater treat ment facilities, or tothe nmed umin whichitis dunped



Artid e Seventy- One: Perfor mance of the Wilities
The pubdic cdlective sewage tilityis bound to guarantee the conti nuity and quality of the cdl ecti on and
treat ment of wastewater.

Artid e Seventy-Two: The Public Cdl ective Sewage Wility s Regu ati ons

The rd ations wththe benefidaries o the cdl ective sewage grid are subj ect tothe regu ati ons adopt ed
by the Puldic water i nvestment i nstituti ons for the manage ment of this utility, aut henticated by the
trustee authority.

Artid e Seventy- Three: Contrdling the Non- Cdl ective Sewage Estadishnents
The for malities adopted by the ad ninistrati onto contrd and nanage the non-coll ecti ve sewage
estadishments shall be deter nined by a decree.

Chapter Four — Manage nent o the Pubiclrrigati on Wility

Artid e Seventy-Four: Generd Provisions

1- Inconpliance wththe enforced|egd provisions, the Pubic water invest nent instituti ons, each

W thi nits scope o invest ment, shal nmanage andinvest irrigation water, i nd ud ng the water draw ng
systens, its storage transportati on dstri bution and preservati on of its quaity.

2- The appicati ons to subscri be toirrigati on water i ncl ude d auses that deter nine the scope of suppy,
theirrigated area, the types o dants, theirrigati on schedu e the required vd umes, and the nanner o
irrigati on

3- Al anmendments inthe sti pd ati on of the d ause above requires an apgdicati onfor the amend nment of
the subscri ption, suchthat th's appication be presented wth nthe deadine deter mnedinthe

i nvest ment regu ati ons of each of the Pubic water i nvest ment i nstit uti ons.

4- Theinstitutions charged withirrigation hd d aregster that shows the names o the benefidaries, the
irrigated areas, the adopted d antati ons, and the drawn vd unes, whichis continually updated

5 Notransactions rd atedto aninkindright onthe real estate subscri bed toirrigati on water shal be
regsteredinthered estate regster, except after the rea estate owner provid ng a dscharge certificate
issued by theinstitution whi ch certifies that the subscri ber has pai d dl fees and fines due upon H m

6- The Management andinvest ment statutes of irrigation prg ects and the anend ments theredf shal be
bind nginthe regu ati on of the rd ati ons bet ween the benefid ari es and the pubic water i nvest ment

i nstituti on

7- Al Pubdic waterinvest ment i nstituti ons shall take charge of dl comnittees andirrigati on water

prg ects pri or tothe Law No. 221/2000 and whi ch have not been taken charge of yet, and that wthna
one-year deadine as o the date of theissuance of thislawand based onthe enforced for nmaliti es.

Artid e Seventy-Fve: Irrigation Water Wsers' Assodi ations

1- Shou dthe need arise and based onthe provisi ons of thislaw Irrigation water users’ assodi ati ons
shall be estabished by virtue of a decreeissued by the Council o Ninisters, based onthe request of the
competent pubic waterinvest ment institution, such that its ad ninistrati ve body i nd ude a
representative of the conpetent pulic water invest ment i nstituti on

2- lrrigation Water Wsers’ Assod ations must not work for profit, and at | east 65%of their adherents
must be benefidaries o acertan water source who represent at least 51% of the benefitting

geographi cd reg on

3- The geographicd regonin whichtheirrigation water users’ assodiati on and the water source

menti onedinthe paragraph aboveis deter mnedinthe decree o the estadishment o sa d assodi ati on



4- Each of theirrigation water users’ associati ons has its own uni que nanme and which cod d be the nane
of its headquarters, or any ot her uni que name, whichshou d beg nas fdlows: “Irrigation Water Wers’
Associ ation” Suchthat it operates exd usivd yinthe geographi cl ocati on or the | ocati on of the water
source deter nmned for it, without the area of operation of one of these assodi ati ons crossi ng over wth
the area of another.

5 The ninutes of the apgdication of this artid e and the ad ninistrative and fi nancid regu ati ons to which
theirrigati on water users’ assodi ati ons are subj ect toare deter nined by virtue of a decreeissued by the
council o mnisters based on the suggesti on of the ninister.

Artid e Seventy-Six Irrigation Water Wsers' Associ ations’ Activities

Theirrigati on water users’ assod ati ons conduct the foll ow ng activiti es:

1- To operate and nai ntai nthe sub-d stri buti on gri d through an agreenment wththelnstitution andto
preserve the same wthinits own area.

2- To organize the operations of benefitting fromand usi ng theirrigation water, and to settl ethe
assodi atiorf s me mbershi pfees fromthe menbers, inreturnfor the services providedtothem

3- Taki ng the appropriate measures to conbat the effects onthe sdl, and to combat sdirity and

pdl ution inaddtionto pronoti ng the protecti on of the environnent.

4- To provi dethe equi prrent, machi nes, irrigationtools, and furnish ngs necessary for the operati on of
the rd evant water dstribution grids wwthinther areas andto preserve the sanme, as wel as ensuring
their red acenment, operation and nai ntenance.

5 Totranther nmenbers to use nmodernirrigati ontechni ques, aspects of irrigated agricdture ways to
reduce water consunption, andto gu dethe use of agricdturd fertilizers and pestid des.

6- To contri bute and assist, after the approval o the conpetent pubicinvesti nginstituti on inthe
estadishment, i mprove nment, rehakilitati on, operati on, and mai ntenance of theirfrastructure

conpl ementary toirrigation prgects, i n particd ar the pri mary and secondary waste canas wth nthe
area of the assod ati on

7- Totry and resd ve the dsputes resuting bet ween the nenbers o the association or wththrd
parti es.

8 To work onthe conpliance respect, guarantee andinsurance of theinterests of the assod ati orf s
me mbers.

Artid e Seventy-Seven: MiinPrinddes

Each o theirrigati on water users’ associations rust abi de by and respect the fdlow ng prind d es during
ther work:

1- Justice and equity, which ensures the respect o the rights o its menbers, particd arlyinthe decisi ons
rd evant tothe dstributi on of irrigation water upon the benefidariesina nanner that conplies wththe
pr oporti onality and accommodati on bet ween the needs and aval al e capaditi es.

2- The gui dance of the use of resources, wththe assod ati on nmanag ng a sub-d stri buti on grid wth nits
area inarationa manner which prevents the excessive use of water, sdl erosion, sdinty, pdlution and
whi ch pronotes the protection of the environment.

3- Transparency andind usivity, through operati ng pubidy, dearly, andtransparently, and encourag ng
me mbers to active y partidpateinits ad ninistrati ve bodi es.

Chapter Sx Annua Reports Rd atedto Witer:
Artid e Seventy-E ght: Annual Report of the Public water i nvest nent i nstituti ons
The Pubic water invest nment i nstituti ons, each wth nits geographicd area, prepare an annua report on



the water fadlitiesinther geographicd area based on what is sti pu ated by virtue of the provisions of
Artide(6) o the Law No. 221/2000 and the anend nents ther edf.

The report exhi bits the adm nistrative technicd, and financid characteristics and condtions, the
operationa procedures, the perfor mance o the utility, the changes which may affect the quaity o
water, theinvest ment average, the fees, the position of the cdlection of Llls, the current andfuture
wat er needs, the extensi on works, renew ng conpl eted water fadlities, and their respective progra ns.
The annual reportis sent tothe minister afteritis adopted by the board of drectors of the pubic water
invest ment i nstitution The mrister duy sends a copy o the annual report tothe parlianment, and the
report shal be pudished on the offidd website of the nmiristry of energy and water.

Artid e Seventy- N ne: Genera Report onthe Situation of Witer andits Susta nabl e Manage nent

The Niristerissues an annual report yearl yin whichthe susta nad e management of wateris dscussed
The report ind udes i n partic ar:

1- The procedures o the application of thslaw beitinrdationtothe decrees, decisions, drcu ars,
plans, prograns, o nor mal procedures.

2- The evd ution of avalade qualitative and quantitative data.

3- The entirety of the water manage ment and economic use program

4- The procedures i npl emented by the ad nini strati on.

The annual report onthe generd condtion and sustanab e managenment o water is pubishedinthe
offidd gazette and a copy of the saneis sent tothe parlianent and the nati onal water authority.

Secti on Six

Protection of Witer and Environnentad Systens

Chapter One — Preventive Veasures

Artide Eghty: The Princi des:

1- Each nmenber shall actively contri bute tothe preservati on and pratection of water indl the Lebanese
territories, as well as the water ecosystens and water, and to natify the competent aut horities of dl
defid endi es and da nages it nay suffer.

2- The pubic ad ninistrati ons, and the nhnistry, the mnistry o finance and the Public water i nvest ment
i nstituti ons, and the governorsin particd ar, each wthi nits powers, ensure the protection of water and
water ecosystens, inaccordance wththelegd provisionsinforce

Artide Hghty- One: Preservingthe water ned um
The preservati on of the water med umshall be consi dered afactor of the nmanage ment of the pubic
water utility.

Artide Eghty-Two: The State's Pubic Odigati ons

1- The conpetent pubic admi nistrati ons shall be charged of the protection of the public water utility,
and nmay ensure the works and operations rd ated tothe sanme by virtue of agreements or contracts.

2- The conpetent pubic adm nistrati ons, thoseincontract wththe same, andthose benefitting from
the rights fromthe pubicwater utility, nay provi de the nmai ntenance o the water nedi um and protect
the national dant, an nal, and mari ne resources. The guarantees the unrestricted flow of water, the

li nhtation of its pdl ution and the protecti on of fadlities rd atedtothe sane.

Artide Eghty-Three: The Ohligations of Red Estate Owners near tothe R ver Banks
The owner of ared estate near ariver bank nust ensurethe good carefor the river banks and the
preservation of dant and ani mal life wth nthe respect of water ecosystens.



Artid e Eghty-Four: The Protection of Witer Cdlection Sites

First: The Scope of Protection

1- In order to guarantee the protection of the qualityof water, the pa nt o extraction nust be defi ned,
as wWell as the scope o both the drect and nearby protection andif need be the farther protecti on

pa nt, beforelicensi ng the works and fadliti es estadished to drawsurface water and/or the extracti on
of groundwater purposedfor hunman use o whenthe saneislicensed

2- This scope dso defines in the case of trees and extracti ons sulj ect tolicenses, solong as the water is
partidly or entirdy dl ocated for human use

3- The protecti on scopeis defined by virtue of a decisionissued by the minister and/or the rd evant

m nisters, each wth nthearea o Hs conpetence

Second: Protection Area Statutes

1- The state acquiresinfavor of the mnistry or the Public water i nvest ment i nstituti ons | ands | ocatedin
the drect protecti onzone a ful acquisition andtheseinstituti ons shall undertake the task of fend ngit
and ensuringits exd usive usefor the draw ng andinvest nent of water inaddtion toits regu ar

mai ntenance of the sane.

2- Al construction and activities which may drectly or indrectly danage the quality of water or the
underground layer, or which mayleadtoths water becomng not fit for human consunpti onis banned
with nthe drect protection area

3- This ban shall particu arlyind ude the waste and garbage dunps, fertilizer beds, dl fadlities, chenncad
and organi c substance fadilities and warehouses, and quarries, and any ather materid which may be
pdl utants or toxi ns, especially chenmicd materid, pestiddes, fertilizers, and drilling water wells.

4- As conpl ement tothe drect and nearby areas, the m nistry or the Puldic waterinvest nent
institutions nmay deter nne afarther protection areain whichlands shall be acquired shou dthe need
arise and the organizati on of warehouses, equ prent, and the activities nmenti onedinthe previ ous
paragraph, toavad d pdl ution risks whichthey nay posetothe extracted water.

Third Protection of the Naturd and Cuturd Witer Resources

1- Pubic parks, naturd reserves, and wetlands of international sigrificanceind udedinthelist sti pd ated
by the Ransar Convention dated February 2 1971, shall be subj ect toregu ation andif shou dthe need
arise bans the activities which may affect the bd ance of these ecosystens or which may affect ther

bi od versity. This neans, in particd ar, the uses of water which nmayleadtothe nodfication of its flow
spread ng chenicd material for any purpose, andin particu ar agricdturd pestiddes, dranngliqud
wastes, toxic materid, drani ng wastewater, and accumul ati ng trash, o donestic orindustrid wastes.
2- Shou dthe need arise the regu ati on or ban nay ind ude acti ons that have dready been conpl eted or
that shall take dace outsi de of the protected area of wetl ands.

3- The Ninistry of the Environment shall dace a danfor the wetlands of i nternationd sigrificance

ind udedinthelist sti pd ated by the Ransar Convention

Fourtht Cuturd Witer Resources

1- Naturd environnental locati ons, views whichrepresent, onthe scenic and culturd fronts, an area o
particd arinterest, may be subj ect tospecid protectionind ud ngthe regu ati on or banni ng of acti\ities
and equ prent which may cause danmage tothe same, shod dthat be required

2- The protective neasures nenti oned above nmay be taken by virtue o common decisi ons issued by the
m nister andthe mristers of environnent and cuture.

3- The protective nmeasures nenti oned above shal apgy on water areas, and areas sub merged under
water, and which constitute an arched ogcd natter.



Fifth The protection of coastd fountai ns

1- The sources o the freshwater spri ngs onthelength o the Lebanese shore are deter mned by virtue
of a decree based on the suggesti on of the mnister.

2- These springs shall be subj ect tothe protecti on area nenti onedinthe previ ous paragraphs, and
spedd protection for which drect protection areas shall be deter mmned, andinwhich specific activities
are banned, esped dlyfishng and navi gati on and any activities or works under the surface o water.

3- The condtions o the application of ths artide are deter nhned by virtue of a decree based onthe
suggesti on of the minister and the mrister of the environnent, inaddtiontothe mnutes o the

al ocation of spring water to supp y theinhabitants or for ather usages.

Secti on Seven: Re nedyi ng and Preventing Naturad Hsks

Chapter One — Preventi ng H oods

Artide Bghty-Five: General Provisi ons

Taki nginto consi derati on the conditi ons and provisions of susta nab e water manage ment, the nminister
shall take the appropriate precauti onary neasures toli nit floods and the danmages resutingtherefrom
inareas exposedtorisks of flood ng and fl oods, as deter mnedinthe puldic water gu dance dan

Artide Eghty-Six Pubic Benefit Wsufructs

1- Inthe areasin whichthereis arisk o flood ng determ nedinthe pubic water gui dance dan the
fdlowng shall be deter mned by virtue of a decree based on the suggesti on of the mnister and the

m nisters o (pubic works and transportati on, environment, and agricuture):

a Geographica locati ons in which dl constructi ons, wor ks, arrange ments, or operati ons nmay be
banned Shou dthe need arise tosub ect the works which may be conducted, wthout putti ngthe
inhabitants at risk tocertanru es.

b- Geographicad areasin which dl constructi ons, works, arrange ments, or activities which mayincrease
the risk of fl ood ng or its damagi ng consequences nmay be regu ated or banned shou dthe need arise
2- The operati ons necessary for these provisions or rudes shal be undertaken by the owners, i nvestors,
or benefid ari es.

3- Therestrictions rd evant tothe use of theland resuting fromthe provisions of this artid eshal far m
public benefit usufructs.

Chapter Two — Renmedyi ng the water defidt

Artid e Eghty-Seven: Principl es

1- Inthe reg ons sufferi ng from water defidt deter nhnedinthe pubic water gu dance dan the nministry
shall i md erent the required administrati ve procedures whi ch guarantee the regu ati on and ori entati on
of water usage, while preserving a suffid ent averagein the water courses to guarantee the ecosystem
bal anceif possid e

2- Meeti ng domestic water needs is consi dered a pri ority for i nhakitants, fdl owed by irrigati on
requrenents, inreg ons suffering from water defidt deter mnedinthe pubic water gu dance dan

3- Non-tradtional water may be usedto cover the defidt suchthat it neets saritary standards.

Artide Hghty-E ght: Preventive Measures

1- The ninister shall adopt the measures necessarytoensure asusta nad e management of water
through a decision based on the public water gu dance dan or based on the suggesti on of the pubic
wat er i nvest ment i nstit uti on.

2- If a water defidtis proven, the ninister mayi npose certa n measures on some categories of water



usage which mayind ude the tenporary suspensi on of rights for water or to decrease the vd unme of
water ol ect of theserights by virtue o a decision

3- The adopted neasures shall be appropriatetothe situation of the crisis, and the fdl owng shal be
det er nined by virtue thereof:

a The condtions o providng pri ority services.

b- The usages sulject toaban andthose sulject toru es, as well as the deadines and ninutes o the
application of sa d ban or ru es.

c- The for malities o dstributing water upon and anongst benefid ari es.

d Shou dthe need arise the condtions o transferring water bet ween basi ns.

4- I n exceptional cases, spedd neasures may bei nposed by virtue of a decreeissued based onthe
m nister’s suggesti on

Secti on Hght

Penal Provisions

Chapter One — Apgdi ed Penal Provisions

Artide Eghty- N ne: Re evant Laws

The cri mes and acti ons resutingfromthe vid ation o the provisions o thslawshall be sulject tothe
fdlownglegd provisions:

- Penalties mentionedinthislaw particdarly artid es 90- 97 t her edf.

- Atides 58 60 o the decision No. 320 dated My 26, 1926.

- Atide 23 of the decision No. 144 datedJune 10 1925.

- Atides 745-749 of the Penal Coderdatedtocri mes committedinrdationtothe Water Regu ati on

- The lawissued by virtue of the Decree No. 8735 dated August 23 1974 rd evant to public d eanli ness.
- Law No. 64issued on August 12, 1988 rd evant tothe preservati on of the environment agai nst

pdl utionfromtoxic danmag ng and dangerous wastes.

- Law No. 623issued on April 23, 1997 rd evant toi nposi ng tougher penalties onthe vid ations of the
e ectric, phone, and water gri ds.

- Law No. 444 datedJdy 29, 2002 rd evant tothe protection of the environment, especi dly secti on si x
ther edf.

- Law No. 80issued on October 18 2018 “The I ntegrated Management (f SdidWaste Law”

Chapter Two: Inthe Pendties

Artide Nnety: \ d ations

1- Al those who draw waterinvid ati on of the oligation of recd pt o licensi ng stipd ated by virtue of
artide 36 of thislawshal be penalized by i nprisonment fromone toten days, and afine vd ued at one
and a haf ti mes and t wenty-t wo ti mes the nhn mumwage, o by one of these two penalties.

The same penalties shall apply upon dl those who have constructed nodfied o exd dted a utility,
conducted works or activities wth nthe sanme, wthout receving alicensefor sad works.

2- Al those who have built a construction, orinstdledequ pment, or conducted works or activiti es

wi thout aki d ng by the cond tions deter mmnedinthelicensi ng document shall be penalized by afine
rang ng fromone and a hadf ti mes the nin mum wage and fifteen ti mes the ninimu m wage.

Artide N nety- One: (fenses

1- Al those who haveintentionaly or uni ntenti onallythrown, sglled flung o dumped a naterid or
severd materids which damage surface water, groundwater, or sea water, o thrown, enptied or | et
wastes in water regard ess of their consequences on surface water, groundwater, or sea water, wthin



the Lebanese territarid waters, shal be penalized by imprisonment fromten days tothree years, and by
afinerang ngfrom4ti mes and 220 ti nes the nin mum wage, or by one o these t wo penalties.

2- These penalties shall applyinthe event these offenses are comnitted at the riverbanks or the
seashores.

3- The penalties nenti oned above shal be toughenedinthe event these acti ons cause damage to public
health or the dant, an mal, or fishresources, or leads tosubstantid nodificati ons tothe nor mal water
suppy system or tothe restriction of the use of sw nm ng areas.

Artide N nety-Two: Toughened (ffenses

All who have exd dted afadlity or equ pment, or conducted works or activitiesin vid ation of a neasure
concerned wth a ban suspension or destructi onjudged by the court asi npl enentation of artide 96 of
thislaw shal be penalized by i nprisonment bet ween one nonth and three years and afine rang ng
from7to300ti mes the mn mum wage, or by one of these t wo penalties.

Artide N nety-Three: Repetition
Inthe event of repetition the penalties rd atedtothe cri nes stipu atedinartides 90 91, and 92 of ths
lawshall be doub ed

Artid e N nety-Four: I nvestigati ng Gri nes and the Formalities of Prosecuti on

1- The enpl oyees o the nministry and the pubic water i nvest ment i nstituti ons shall, each wth nits own
scope, shdl be granted the powers o thelawenforcement inrd ation wththe contrd o cri mes
resutingfromthei np enmentation of thislawandits executi ve decrees.

For this purpose the same may conduct the fdl owng:

- Enteri ng the peri neters and buil d ngs o suspected utilities, exd dtati ons, andinstituti ons.

- Inspecting dl equ prent, fadlities, machi nes, and warehouses.

- Receving dl docunents and i nf or mati on concerni ng the rd evant equi prment and acti\iti es.

- Taki ng sanpl es and adopting the necessary protective neasures.

They shall dso dspose o the right to duy seek assistance fromthe security forces under the contrd o
the conpetent pubic prosecuti on shou dthe need arise andin order to conpl ete their f uncti ons.

2- Inconpliance wththe provisions o the artid e 11 recurri ng fromthe Code of Cri ninal Procedures
specifictothe environmentd puldic prosecuti on the reports o the cri mes issued may be transferred
fromthe enpl oyees of the m nistry or the pubic waterinvest ment i nstituti ons immedi atdytothe
conpetent un que cri nina judge who sezes the pubic cdl by virtue of which heissues ajudgenment in
accordance wththeregu ar for malities. Thejudge duringtransfer, mayi npose one or sone of the
measures stipudatedin Atide 95 of thislaw

3- Shou dthe need arise the for nalities of the appication of this artideshdl be deter mmned by virtue of
a decree based onthe suggestion of the nminister and the nminister of justice

Chapter Three: The Measures Rd evant tothe Penalties

Artide Nnety-Fve: Gi nhna Measures

Inaddtiontothe cri nina penalti es and the fines j udged by virtue o the court, in the event that the

damage resuti ng fromthe acti ons and cri mes comnittedis proventoleadtothe damag ng of human
health or that of the water ecosystens, or to danmage the water’'s quantity or quality, mayjudge wth
the fdlowng

1- Suspensi on of operati ons, activities, o works.

2- Hdlting operati ons and bann ng the use of equi pnent or fadlities.



3- Renovi ng and/or corfiscati ng the equ prrent and fadlities.

4- | nposi ng the rehakilitation of the water nmed umand/or the ecosystem

5- Adopti ng dl the nmeasures | ead ngtothe renoval of the danmage and the prevention of its
exacer bati on

Artide N nety-Six | n Exped ted Executi on

The court o appeals may not stop the executi on of the appea edjudge ment.

The first i nstance j udge ment nmay be executed bef ore the end of the deadinefor appealing the sang,
and beforeits decision when appea ed un ess the court deci des other wse wthin a deadine o ten days
as o the date o appeal, by virtue of a dedision whichis suffid entlyj ustified in whichthe factua and
legd reasons it adoptedinorder toissueits decision are higHighted

Artid e N nety-Seven: The Non- Contradi cti on of the Penal and Ad ni ri strative Prosecuti ons
Thei np enmentati on of penal provisions does not exdude the conpetent ad niristrati ve aut horiti es
exerdsing the power o naki ng decisions or executi ngthe neasures stipd atedinartide 38 of thislaw

Section N ne

Legd Fdlow Upfor Wiater Manage nent

Artide N nety-Eght: Fdl owi ng the Water Pdicy

The mristry, andincoordnation wththe national water authority, shdl fdlowup the Water Pdicy.

Artide N nety- N ne: Data Gat heri ng

The Niristry shall hand e the gat heri ng and docunentation of dlinfor mati on and data availad einthe
public and private sectors, internati ona organizati ons, and non-governmental associ ati ons and
organizations worki nginthe scope o water protection, asrdevant to water ecosystens, and the
management o pubicfadlities charged wththe management of potab e water services andits
extensi ons, and the sewage grid andthe ra nwater andirrigation water grid

Artid e One Hundred: Notifyi ng Gtizens

1- In order to dlowthe dtizens to exerdsethe r rights and conpl ete ther odigations, and to guarantee
a susta nabd e management o resources and the water ecosystens, the ninistryand the pubic water

i nvest ment i nstituti ons shall pubish dlinfor mati onrdevant tothe quality o potabl e andirri gati on
water provi dedto consumers on aregu ar basis.

2- The sane shall be pubished onthe mristrys website o those of the water instituti ons concer ned,
and through any ather neans.

3- Inthereg ons sukj ect tothe risks nmenti onedinthe seventh secti on of thislaw the conpetent

aut horities shal providetheinfor mationrd atedtorectify and manage these risks at the dtizens’

d sposal.

Artid e One Hundred and One: Tra ni ng onthe Lawand on Susta nall e Wit er Vb nage nent

1- The Ninistry shal be charged of nctifyi ng and tra ring the enpl oyees and worki ng wage earners, on
the apdication of thislawand the susta nad e management of water. Thetraning prograns for the
susta nabl e management of water ind udelevds appropriatetothe dfferent | evels of educati on

2- The ministries of (the environment, educati on and hi gher educati on) and the pulic water i nvest nment
institutions shal jdanthe environmenta protecti on assodi ati ons and the public sector i n educati ng the
dtizens onthe concept o the right to water and the water cuture



Secti on Tent

Find and Transitive Provisions

Artid e One Hundred and Two: Executi ve Decrees

The executive decrees mentionedinthslawshadl beissued based onthe suggestion of the ninister.

Artid e One Hundred and Three: Cancel ed and Anended Texts

- The ter mof “Specid Decisionlssued by the Head of State” shall be red aced by “Decreeissued by the
council o mnisters based on the suggesti on o the mnister,” and that, wherever it nay be nenti oned
inthe decision No. 144/S datedJune 10, 1925, andinthe decision No. 320 dated May 26, 1926.

- Theter mof “Qrder by the Head of State or the Authority Dd egatedfor this Purpose” shall bered aced
by “Decreeissued by the council o mnisters based on the suggesti on of the mnister,” and that,
wherever it may be nentionedinthe decision No. 144/S datedJune 10, 1925, andinthe decision No.
320 dated May 26, 1926.

- Theter m“DOrector of the Center” shal beredaced by “the nminister,” and that, wherever it nmay be
menti onedinthe decision No. 144/S dated June 10, 1925, andinthe decision No. 320 dated My 26,
1926.

- Legi dl ative Decree No. 227 dated Cctober 1, 1942 relevant tothe prg ects o draw ng drinki ng water
shal be cancdled

- Thelawon repairi ng and restori ng common channdsissuedin March 1918 (1334 H) shdl be
cancdled

- Atide 5 o the Decree No. 4537/1972 shal be cancdled

- Thefdlowng artid es and paragraphs o the Decision No. 320/1926 shall be cancdled

* Paragraph 7 of Atide 1

* Atide 3 Atides 6-12, and the Sxth Secti on (Synd cate Assodi ati ons) Artid es 30-56

- The effects o Atides 21, 22, and 23 of Decision 144/Sissued onJune 10 1925 re evant tothe water
sector shal be va ded

- Al the textsissued prior to thslawand which contradi ct the provisi ons theredf, and Law No. 77/2018
shall be cancdled

Artid e One Hundred and Four: Appied Texts

1- The provisions of thslawshall apdy on dl that is rel evant tothe water sector.

2- Inthe event atextis not presentinthislaw thefdlow nglegslative and reguatory texts shal apdy:
* Law No. 221 dated My 29, 2000 (Law on the Regu ation of the Water Sector).

* Legi sl ative Decree No. 108 dated Septenber 16, 1983

* Law No. 210 dated Mirch 30, 2012 (Law on the Regu ati on of the Treat nment, Processing Flling and
Sdling of Bottl ed Dri nki ng Wat er).

* Lawonthe estadishnment o the Llitan Water Authorityissued on August 14, 1954 and the

amend ments thereof rd evant tothe authority.

* Law No. 63 dated October 10 2016 and Laws No. 64 and 65 dated Nove mber 3 2016.

Artid e One Hundred and Five Publicati on
Thislawshall enterintoforce as soon asitis pubdishedinthe ffidd Gazette



Wat er Lawl ndex

Secti on One: Generd Provisions

Chapter One: Prdi mnary Provisions and Defiriti ons
Artide One. Wateris a National Resource

Artide Two: Rght to Water

Artide Three: The Goals of the Water Law

Artid e Four: Definitions

Chapter Two: Water Law Prind d es
Artide Fve The Rghts o Wat er Benefid ari es
Artide Sx Generd Goals through the Susta nad e Mainagement of Wter

Chapter Three:

The Legal Stuation of Witer

Artid e Seven: The Management of Puldic Water Properties
Artid e B ght: The Factors of Pudic Ownership o Wter
Artide Nne: Non-pubic Water

Artide Ten: G oundwater

Artid e BHeven: The i mts of Pudic Water Properties
Artide Twel ve: Acquired Rghts for Water

Artide 13: Witer Regster

Secti on Two

Organizationd Framework of Water

Chapter One — The Nati onal Water Authority

Artid e Fourteen: The National Water Authority
Artide 15: The Rd e of the Nati ona Witer Authority

Chapter Two

Organizing and NManag ng Water Resources

Artide Sxteen: Pubic Guidance Fanfor Water

Artid e Seventeen: Setti ng the Pubic Gui dance Panfor Witer

Artide Bghteen: Contents of the Pudic Gu dance Fanfo Witer

Artide N neteen: The Appicakility of the Pubic Gu dance Fanfor \Water
Artide Twenty: Evd uati on of the Pubic Gu dance Hanfar Witer

Artid e Twenty- One: Basi nCharts

Artide Twenty-Two: the basi nranki ng system

Artide Twenty-Three: Basin P ans

Secti on Three

Contrd System

Chapter One:

Generd Contrd Franmework

Artid e Twenty-Four: General Provisions

Artide Twenty-Fve Protection of Water Resources



Artide Twenty-Sx Technical Contrd and Water Quality

Artid e Twenty-Seven: Contrdling Works and Operati ons

Artid e Twenty-E ght: Code of Water

Artide Twenty- N ne: Conpliance wththe Provisions of the Environnmental Law
Artide Thrty: Preserving the quality of water

Artide THrty- One: Water Quality Contrd

Artide ThHrty-Two: Fadlity-Owners’ Odi gati ons

Chapter Two

Right of Wsufruct of Water

Artide THrty-Three: Tradtional Wufruct R ghts

Artid e THrty-Four: PubiclInterest and the Rght of Wufruct
Artide ThHrty-Fve: The Formalities o Application

Artide Thrty-Six Licensi ng System

Artid e THrty-Seven: Settling the Stuation o Drilled WHIs

Chapter Three:

Procedures and Measures

Artide Thrty-Eght: Adninistrative nmeasures
Artide THrty- N ne: Acd dents

Secti on Four

Economic and A nancid Regu ati on of the Water Sector

Chapter One — Managenent Prind d es

Artid e Forty: Thelndustrid and Commercid Nature of the Pubic Water Uility
Artide Forty-One: Financid Bdance Prindde

Artide Forty-Two: A nancdid Bdancefor the Services

Artid e Forty-Three: State Contri buti on

Chapter Two —F nancid and Accounti ng Provisi ons

Artid e Forty-Four: F nandi al Provisi ons

Artid e Forty-Fve: Adopti on of Fees

Artid e Forty-Sx Fees

Artid e Forty-Seven: Potable Water Fees

Artid e Forty-EH ght: Sewage Fees

Artid e Forty- N ne: |rri gati on fees

Artid e Ffty: Fees rd ative to the preservation o water resources and the protection of water systens
Artid e Ffty- One: PdI ution conpensati on fees

Artid e Ffty-Two: Issu ng Recd pts

Artid e Ffty-Three: The Formalities of theIssuance and Pay ment of Recd pts
Artid e Ffty-Four: Notice Rd evant to Fees

Artid e Rfty-Fve: Surveyi ng the Benefid ari es

Section Ave

Managenent o the PubdicWater Uility

Chapter One: Generd Provisions

Artid e Ffty-Sx The Puldicwater i nvest ment i nstituti ons



Artid e Fifty-Seven: PudicWater UWilities

Artid e Rfty-Hght: Agreements wththe Pubic Sector

Artid e Fifty- N ne: Private Sector Contri buti onthrough Common Prg ects
Artide Sxty. Private Sector Contri buti onthrough G:her Means

Chapter Two — The management of the Pubic Potal e Water Uility
Artide Sxty- One: Water Quality

Artide Sxty-Two: The Princid e of the Exd usivity of the Wility
Artide Sxty-Three: Odigation of Connection

Artid e Sxty-Four: Private Subscri pti on Contracts

Artide Sxty-Fve: Perfor mance o the Wility

Artide Sxty-Sx Masurement of Potabde Water Consu npti on
Artid e Sxty-Seven: PubicPotad e Water UWility System

Chapter Three — Mainage ment of the Cdl ective Sewage UWility

Artide Sxty-Bght: The Princid e of the Exd wsivity of the Wility

Artide Sxty- N ne: The Odigati onto Connect tothe Public Sewage Gid
Artid e Seventy: Private Subscri pti on Contracts

Artid e Seventy- One: Performance of the UWilities

Artid e Seventy-Two: The Public Cdlective Sewage UWility s Regu ati ons

Artid e Seventy-Three: Contrdlingthe Non- Cdl ective Sewage Estadishnents

Chapter Four — Manage ment of the Pubiclrrigati on UWility

Artid e Seventy-Four: Generd Provisi ons

Artid e Seventy-F ve: Irrigation Water Wsers’ Assod ati ons
Artid e Seventy-Sx Irrigation Water sers’ Assodi ati ons’ Activiti es
Artid e Seventy-Seven: Miin Prind des

Chapter Sx Annual Reports Rd atedto Water:

Artid e Seventy- B ght: Annua Report of the Pubic water i nvest ment i nstituti ons

Artid e Seventy- N ne: Generd Report onthe Stuationof Water andits Susta nabde Manage nent
Section Sx Protection o Water and Environenta Systens

Chapter One — Preventive Measures

Artide Bghty: The Prind d es:

Artid e B ghty- One: Preserving the water med um

Artide Bghty-Two: The Stat€'s Pubic QWi gati ons

Artide Bghty-Three: The Qbligati ons of Real Estate Owners near tothe Rver Banks
Artid e Bghty-Four: The Protection o Witer Cdlection Stes

Secti on Seven: Rectifyi ng and Preventing Naturd Rsks
Chapter One — Preventi ng Fl oods

Artide Eghty-Fve Generd Provisions

Artide Bghty-Sx Puldic Benefit Wsufructs



Chapter Two — Rectifyi ng the water defidt
Artid e B ghty-Seven: Prindp es
Artide Bghty-E ght: Preventive Measures

Secti on Eght: Penal Provisions
Chapter One — Appi ed Penal Provisi ons
Artide Bghty- Nne: Rd evant Laws

Chapter Two: Inthe Penalties

Artide Nnety: M d ati ons

Artide N nety- One: (fenses

Artide N nety-Two: Toughened Gfenses

Artide N nety-Three: Repetiti on

Artid e N nety-Four: | nvestigati ng Gi mes and the Formalities o Prosecution

Chapter Three: The Measures Rd evant tothe Penalties

Artide Nnety-Fve Gi nhnal Measures

Artide N nety-Sx I n Expedited Executi on

Artid e N nety-Seven: The Non- Contradi cti on of the Penal and Ad ninistrative Prosecuti ons

Section N ne: Legal FdlowUp for Water Manage nment

Artide Nnety-Bght: Fdlowingthe Water Pdicy

Artide Nnety- N ne Data Gathering

Artide One Hundred: Notifyi ng Gtizens

Artide One Hundred and One: Training onthe Lawand on Susta nald e Water Manage nment

IVa ndati ng Reasons

Lebanon enjoys a water resource whichind udes water fromrivers, spri ngs, | akes, wells, as well as
ground water, and basin water. THsis where the need for adopti ng a conte nporarylaw whichregu ates
ths\itd fadlityinfavor o the Lebanese State appears.

Wher eas thel eg sl ations which governthis d dsector usually dates back to bef ore the decl arati on of
independencein 1943. Some of theselegsl ati ons date back tothe peri od of the Ottoman Qccupati on of
Lebanon, and sone others date back tothe peri od of the French mandate which begantoissue a series
of leg sl ations as of 1920, the nost pronminent of which were Decision No. 144 datedJune 10, 1925

red evant to puldic property, and Decision No. 320 dated May 26, 1926 rd evant to the pulic properties
and the preservati on thereodf, andthelawdf red estate ownersh pissued by virtue of Decision No. 3339
dated Nove nmber 12, 1930.

After the ded arati on of i ndependence, severd legslations regu atingthis sector wereissued However,
and because o the evd ution of legd and sd entific concepts and the nmeans of water usage these

| egi sl ati ons have becomne insuffid ent, which demands the adopti on of a contenporary water lawt hat
takes i nto consi derati onthe new evd ution and the desperate need to preserve this essentid resource
and whi ch guarantees that the Lebanese sod ety's need for ths\vitd naturd resource are net.
Therefore the Nlnistry of Energy and Water, i n cooperati on wththe conpetent ad ninistrati ons, has
prepared the draft lawon Wat er, the preparati on o whi chtook over ten years, and the draft law was
sent tothe parlianment to be stud ed and adopted Based onthat, the Pubic Works and Trans portati on
and Energy and Water Committee begantostudy the draft lawand for med a subcomnittee which
deliberatedit and amend it as necessary, inthe presence of the conpetent mnistries and



admi nistrations, especially (the M nistry of Energy and Wat er, the M nistry of the Environment, the
M nistry o Fnance the Council far Deve opment and Reconstructi on and the Supre e Privatizati on
Council).

Whereas the nmenti oned committee had neared the compl eti on of the necessary amend ments onthe
text of the draft law However, and due tothe CEDRE 1 Conference be ng hd d which was specifiedfor
supporti ng Lebanon through the fund ng of deve opment andinfrastructure prgects, there was a dre
need to adopt the water law before the Pri me Ninister and the Acconpanying Mristerid Dd egation
headed tothe nenti oned conference, which pushed the parlianment tovaote onthe text o the draft law
as it had been sent by the government, thus thelaw No. 77/2018 was issued (the Water Law.

Whereas the Water Law inthe versionit was issued, incl uded al ot o shortcomngs whichrender its
application near i npossid e, therefore thetext of the attached draft law was prepared, i ncoord nati on
and cooperation wth dl the conpetent mnistries and admnistrati ons i n order to bri dge the nmenti oned
shortconings and guarant ee the cohesi on bet weenthe artides o the Water Law.

Wher eas the attached text has been reached after severa neeti ngs and|ong ddiberati ons, and which
addresses the gaps and probl ematics whichta nt thelaw No. 77 ( Water Law which guarantees the wall
execution wththe consensus of the representatives of the mnistries concerned.

For dl o these reasons, we present the attached draft lawi nits anmended versi on to your honorahl e
council, hop ngthat it shal be adopted

Law No. which d ns to odige banks operatinginLebanontordeasetenthousand ddlars accord ng to
the offidd exchange rate of the ddlar for the 2020-2021 acade nic year for Lebanese uni versity
students who are studyi ng abroad bef ore the 2020- 2021 acade nic year

The Parlianment approved and the President of the Republic pubishes the fdlownglaw

Artide 1 Banks operati ngin Lebanon shou d post pone a one-ti ne fi nanci d transfer o ava ue not
exceed ng tenthousand dollars far every Lebanese university student registeredin universities o H gher
technicd institutes outsi de Lebanon bef ore the year 2020- 2021, fromtheir accounts or the accounts of
their parents or those sponsoring Andif they do not have accountsin banks, infore gn currency, the
Lebanese nati onal currency wou d be exchanged accordi ngtothe doffidd exchange rate of 1515 LBP
ddlars. And after the banks made the necessaryto verifythe right of the benefidarytoacurrent

regj strati on certificate fromthe university or the technicd irstitute

- Astaterent of unversityor technicd irstitutes payments bef ore 31/12/2020.

- The current housi nglease contract or the rece pt of thelast nonthy pay ment.

Artide 2 Thislawshal come intoforce uponits pudicationinthe offidd paper.



