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FISHERIES ACT 1985
(Act 317)

Fisueries (RiveriNE) Ruces, 1990

[N exercise of the powers conferred by section 38 of the Fisheries Act. 1933
(Act-317) the State Authority hereby makes the following rules:

. Theserules may be cited as the Fisheries (Riverine) Rules, 1990 ané
shall have application only in respect of fishing and fisheries in riverine
waters and shall be deemed to have come into force on the 22ad,
August 199].

2. Inthese Rules. unless the context otherwise requires:

“aquaculture” has the same meaning assigned to it in section 2 of the
Fisheries Act 1985 (Act 317);

“electrical appliance” means any appliance in which an electic
current is used to stun, swpify or kill fish in riverine waters:

"fishing” has the same meaning assigned to it in section 2 of the
Fisheries Act 1985 (Act 317);

"fishing appliance” has the same meaning assigned to it in section 2
of the Fisheries Act 1985 (Act 317);

"fishing stakes" means any device, used for.the caprure of fish, thatis
fixed permanently or impermanently in riverine waters which is made of
polesand enclosed by ramie, rattan, nets, wire or other screening materiais.
so designed as to lead fish into such enclosure.

"fish trap net” means a fishing appliance made of whatever newing
materials in the shape of a bag or cylindrical container attached to poies
fixed permanently orimpenmnanently in the riverbed set against the flow of
the current for the purpose of carching fish;

“Inland Fisheries Officer” means an inland fisheries officer or 2
deputy fisheries officer appointed under section 5 of the Fisheries Acz.
1985 (Act 317);

"jiggin‘g" means catching orkilling fish with a hook or hooks manipu-
lated in such a manner as to pierce and hook a tish in any part of the body
other than the mouth;

"mechanical appliance” means any mechanical pump or other appii-
ance used to pump water out of riverihe waters:

“riverine waters” has the same meaning assigned to it in section 2 ot
the Fisheries Act 1985 (Act 317) but shall exclude any man-made privately
owned waters for the purposes of these Regulations.
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3. (D :\'o person shall—
(a) carch, collect or cause to be caught or be collected any fish:

(b)- setup, operated or permit or cause to be operated any fishing
appliance;

{c) have in his possession or on board a vessel any fishine
appliance or part thereof?;

without a licence or permit issued under these rules by an Inland
Fisheries Officer.

(2) The tcllowing methods of fishing are prohibited—
(i) Jigging;

(il any fishing appliance thatis pushed ortowed by a poweraé
vessel and shall includ® trawl nets, seine nets and raw!
lines;

(iif) use of poisons. explosive. and mechapical or electric:’
appliances.

(3) Any person who is found in possession of fish which has be-~
captured with the aid of any explosive or poisonous substance and w7.-
does not give a satisfactory accout as to how he came to be in possession
thereof. shall be guilty of an offence.

(4) No person shall catch, kill or have in his possession the speciz:
of fish prescribed in the Second Schedule hereto unless permittes .
wriring by an Inland Fisheries Officer.

4. (1) Application for a licence in respect of fishing appliance shali b
made in writing to the Inland Fisheries Officer who may issuethe licence
aforesaid or reject the applicaton and every application shall contain such
particulars as the Inland Fisheries Officer may require.

(2) Beforeissuing a licence to operate any fishing stakes or fish oas
net, the Inland Fisheries Officer may first satisfy himself by a survey tha:
the fishing stakes or fish trap net, in respect of which the said licence was
applied for. has been set up in accordance with the terms and conditions of
the permnit issued under Rule 9(2).of these Rules.

(3) (a) Any licence or permit issued under.these rules sha’
subject to such terms and conditions as the.Inland Fisheries Officer i..c,
deem fit.
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{b) An Inland Fisheries Officer may vary the terms and condi-
tions specified in a licence or permit.

(4) No fishing appliance shall be operated at such a place orin such
a manner as to obstruct or cause danger to navigation or 10 cause erosion
or flooding.

(5) Any person who contravenes any of the conditions of the afore-
said licence shall be deemed to have acted contrary to the provisions or
these Rules.

5. There shall be payable in respect of the fishing appliance specified in
the first column of the First Schedule hereto, the fees specified in the
second column of the said Schedule.

6. A fishing stakes or fish trap net licensed under these Rules shall be
identified by such a number to be allowed by an Inland Fisheries Officer

and the. licensee shall at all times display his licence number in a

conspicuous position on the fishing stakes or fish wap net (the lettering of
which must not be less than six inches high).

7. The Inland Fisheries Officer may determine the number of licences
which may be issued in any one year in respect of fishing appliances.

8. Subject to the terms-and conditions as specified by the Inland
Fisheries Officer. no person shall operate or permit or cause to be operated
any fishing stakes or fish trap netin a river within a distance of fifty metres
in front of or behind another fishing stakes or fish trap net licensed under
these Rules.

9. (1) Any person wishing to set up any fishing stakes or fish wap net
shall make an application in writing in that behalf to an Inland Fisheries
Officer, specifying in such application the type and site of the fishing
stakes or fish trap net proposed to be setup and, if so required by the Inland
Fisheries Officer, furnishing the plan of the said site.

(2) On an application being made as aforesaid, the Inland Fisheries
Officer shall survey the site specified in the application or in the plan
furnished, if any, and shall, if he is satisfied that setting up of the fishing
stakes or fish wap net aforesaid will not contravene any of the provisions
of these rules, issue a permit subject to such terms and conditions he may
deem fit, or in any other case reject the application.

10. The Inland Fisheries Officer may refuse to issue orrenew any licence
under these rules or may revoke or suspend for such period as he thinks
fit, any licence issued under these rules where he is satisfied that it is
necessary to do so for the proper management of any particular fishery or
where there has been a breach of any provisions of these rules orany of the
conditions of the licence.

11. (1) When the Inland Fisheries Officer refuses to grant or renew any
licence under these Rules or suspends or revokes any licence under these
Rules he shall inform the applicant to that effect by notice in writing and
shall, in each case, specify in such notice the grounds on which such
refusal, suspension or revocation has been made and shall noufy the
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applicant that may appeal against such refusal, suspension or revocation
to the State Authority.

(2) Anyapplicant whose application for alicence isrefused or whose
application for renewal is refused or whose licence is suspended or
revoked may, within one month of the notice being served on him in
accordance with subrule (1), appeal in writing to the State Authority
stating the grounds of appeal relied upon concisely.

(3) The decision of the State Authority upon any appeal under this
rule shall be final and conclusive. Such decisiion shall be conveved in
writing to the aggrieved party.

12. (1) Any licence issued under these rules shall, unless suspended or
revoked orunless otherwise specified in such licence, be valid fora period
of not more than one vear and shall expire on the 31st December of the year
in which it is issued.

(2) Any licence issued under these rules in respect of a fishing
appliance shall be valid for that particular type of fishing appliance and
shall not be used for any other type of fishing appliance.

(3) Any licence or permit in respect of a fishing appliance shall be
issued in the name of the applicant for such licence or permit and shall not,
be transferable.

(4) Any person who uses any licence or permit in the name of any
other person under these rules shall be guilty of an offence.

13.  (1)Any person who ceases 1o operate any fishing appliance shall
remove such appliance and any poles, anchors, floats and any other
ancillary apparatus used in the operation of such appliance forthwith or
within such time as an Inland Fisheries Officer may direct.

(2) The failure of any person aforesaid to comply with the direction
of the Inland Fisheries Officer or with the provisions of these rules, shall
be an offence.

(3) The owner of any fishing stakes or fish trap net who ceases to
operate the fishing stakes or fish trap net shall, within one week of the date
of expiry of the licence, notify the Inland Fisheries Officer in wriring.

(4) No person shall remove any fishing stakes or fish trap net under
subrule (1) except under the supervision of an Inland Fisheries Officer.

14. The Inland Fisheries Officer may remove or destroy or cause [0 be
removed or destroyed any fishing appliance placed or erected contrary to
the provision of these rules, and no person shall have any claim to
compensation in respectof any fishing appliance so removed or destroyed.

Druyanoa
of hcencs,

Offencet and
Fishing



K. P.U.

19. 148

Revocanon
of licence.

Closed
WASONS.

Area of
fishing.

Limitanon
ot size.

Fishenies
Suatsucs.

Fish
langing
area.

Penalcy.

Powerto
ompound.

15. TheInland Fishenies Officer may without compensation revoke any
licence issued underthese rules on breach by the licensee of any conditions
or restrictions to which the licence is subjéct t0.

16. (1) The Inland Fisheries Officer may prescribe by public notice
closed seasons for fishing for certain species of fish, for the purpose of
managerment or conservation.

(2) Any person round carching, killing or possessing any species of
fish prescribed in subrule (1) during the closed season shall be guilty of an
offence.

17. (1) The Inland Fisheries Officer may prescribed by public notice
closed seasons for fishing in any designated area.

(2) Any person found catcning, killing or possessing any species or
fish in the designated area prescribed in subrule (1) shall be guilfy of an
offence.

18. (1) The Inland Fisheries Officer may prescribe by public notice the
minimum size of any particular species of fish to be caught..

(2) Any person found catching, killing or possessing any fish of 4
size smaller than that prescribed under subrule (1) shall be guilty of an
offence.

19. (1) The Inland Fisheries Officer may request any person engaged in
an occupation relating to riverine fisheries to furnish data. statistics and
information.

(2) Failure to compiy, or the supply of false darta. information or
statistics shall be an offence.

20. Fishes shall be landed at any place as specified in the licence.

21.  Any person who commits an offence under these rules shall on
conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding five thousand ringgit.

22. (1) Any Inland Fisheres Officer can compound any offence under
these rules for a sum of money not below ene hundred ringgit except for
offences under rules 3(2) and 3(3) where the compound rates shall not be
less than five hundrea ringgit.

(2) Where a fishing appliance is the subject marter of any otfence
compounded under subruie (1) such appliance may be forfeited and
disposed of as directed by tne [nland Fisheries Officer.
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FIRSTSCHEDULE
(Rule 3)
Licence Fees
(M 2
1. - Fishing Stakes ... ... 520.00 per gear per annum
2. Seine Net ... $ 5.00 per gear per annum
3. GillNert ... .-+ 5 5.00 per gear per annum
4. Fishtrap Net ... S 3.00 per gear per annum
5. Barrier Net ... $ 5.00 per gear per annum
§. Others ... 8§ 5.00 per gear per annum
SECOND SCHEDULE
(Rule 3(4))
PROHIBITED SpeCIES OF FisH

Sciendfic Names Local Names
1., Sclerophages formosus - ... Kelisa
2. Probarbus jullieni e Temoleh

Bertarikh pada 9 Mei 1991 bersamaan dengan 24 Syawal 1411,
[PSU(K) 2455/1947 J1d. 2 Pendua: PUN(K) 32/90.]

MIHAT BIN SHAARI,
Setiausaha. Majlis Mesyuarat Kerajaz::.
Negeri Kedah Darulaman



