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FlSHERIES ACT 1963 

FISKE:Rll!S (M.uurn.m) (SAUWAX) RB<ruU110NS 1976 

JH exercise of the powcro conferred by section 2 of the Fisheries Act 8/61. 
1963. the Minister ma.k:c.s tho following regulation.a: 

1 {I) These regulations may be cited as the Fbherle., (Muiium) Cititioo. 
(Sarawak) luanbtfon.t 1976 and shall have application only in rc:spect of applicatioo 
fishing and fisherie.1 in maritime waters adjacent to the coast of Sarawak •nd com-
and estuarine wateu in Sarawak. me.acemcnt. 

(2) These Regulations s-hall-
(a) in respect of fishing and fisheries in maritime waterl, come iuto 

force on the date immediately following the date of publication 
of these Regulations; lnd 

(b) in respect of fuhing and fishetic:.1 in estuarine waters, come into 
force on a date or dates as :the Minister may, with the con• 
currence of the State Government, appoint by notification in 
the Gazette and dit!er<:nt dates may be appointed for different 
areas of Sarawak. 

PRELIMINARY 

2. In these Regulations, unless the context othcrwi,e requires- I.atcrprc-

"Fishery Offic.:r'' has the same meaning assigned to it in the btioo. 
Fisheries Act 1963 a.nJ ~all for the pu!p:l;!.e of the.s.! Re ;-.:Lt ti.:-:i.s 
include the lic.:n.sing o.ffi...--::r; 

"fishing applian~s" or "appliances" means any equipment, gear 
or instrument !or catching of fish but dOCJ not i.Dclude appliances 
specifiod in the Fint Schedule. 

LICENCES 

3. (1) No person shall within territorial waters adjacent to coast of 
~nwu.-

(a) operate or permit or cause to be operated any fishing stakes 
or appliance; 

{b) have in his IX)SSessioo ou board ;, vessel any fishing appliance or 
any part thereof: or 

(c) set up· any fishing stalce; 

unl~ he is domiciled in Sarawalc and there is in force in respect or 
such stal::c.t or applian~s a licc::nce or permit as the case may be granted 
un<kr these Regulations. 

(2) No person shall outside territorial waters adjacent to the coa.,t 
rJJ. Sarawak-

{a) operate or permit or cause to be operated any fishing stakes or 
appliance; 

(b) b2ft iu his possession on board a vessel any fishing appliance; or 
(c)s:'l'lJP~ .fishing stake:; 

imlr:ss .tl=n, .is in force m ~pect of such .staw or appliances a licence 
or permit .u..1he ase ,nay be gr;nrtrd under these Rc.zulations. 
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4. {I) Application for a licence in respect of fishing stakes nnd 
appliancc:,s shall be made in writing to the Fishery Officer who may 
issue a licence afore:.aid or reject the application: anti every applicatiQo 
,hall contain such partfoulars as the Fishery Officer may requ1Ie. 

(2) An applicant fer a licence in respect of any of thi! fishing appliances 
specified in the first column of the Third Schedule thereto shall-

(a) dei?QSit with th~ Fishery Officer the amount sp(:cified in the 
corresponding s~nd column of the said Schedule e.ither in one 
lump sum or if the Director-General considers it just so to allow 
i.a cases or genuine llardshi~. in not more than five mooi.bly 
in.5t.almen!.3 com.mcocing on the dl\Co on which i licence: b 
issued and the,Fishcry Officer shall cvidenc:: the making of such 
depQ~t by the issuo of a receipt; or 

(b) if the Directqr-Gcneral so allows give the Fishery Ofik~r 11 

banker's guaranteo for the amount specified ia the corresponding 
second column of the said Schedule. 

(3) Tho application and is3Ue of a permit to set up ll.ny new fishing 
stakes shall be in ttccords.ncc with Regulation 10. 

(4) Any licence or pennit bsucd under this regulation may ~ subject 
to aucb terms and conditions as the Fishery Officer deems fit and in 
any case where trawl, dri • .."t gill net9, and fishing stakes are used shall 
in addition he subjC\."t to the terms and conclitions as specified in the 
·Fourth, and rifth and Sixth Schedule res~vcly. 

(5) No fuhlug stakes or appliitnces shall be operated in such manner 
or at such plae¢ as to obstruct navigation or withiu such distance of any 
island as sp~i"fied in the Turtles (Prevention of Di~t'urbance) Rule~ 1962. 

(6) Any person who contravenes any o! the conditions of the 
aforesaid licence and permit shall be deemed to hav:! acted contrary 
to the prov'.sions of thes: Regulations. 

5. There shall be payable in respect of fohing appliances and fishing 
stakes &pecified in the first column in the Soccnd Sch~ulc hereto the 
fees specified in the second column of the said Schedule. 

6. Where any person is licensed in re.spect of trawl nets, the Fishery 
Officer may, by endor.:ement ori such liceuce, authorize such person 
{O usi, other nshing appliances: 

Provided that where such authori:z.ation by endorsement is made on 
such licence, such person shall he exempted frorn paying the tees 
specified in the corresponding second column of tJ1c Second Schedule. 

7. (1) A fuhin: . stake licensed under these Regulations shall be 
id::n1mtd by ~ mnn~r plate to be provided by the Fishery Officer: and 
'the hot= m. sucli lia:n<:c shall at all timr.s displ!.y it in a conspicuous 
position: OD the fishmX .SUU. . 

(l) A fee -of~ .ringit .shall be chargeable in respect of a number 
platc.Sllpplied.•~ 
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(3J In the event that a. .:iurobtr plat.; aforesaid is lost, r:-,ult.ilt1.te,j nr 
destroyed, the holder o[ the liccn!:c ~hall forthwith inform the Fishery 
Officer accordingly. and on payment of a fee mentioned in paragraph 
(2) the Fishery Officer-

(a) shall issue a. new number plate which shall be displayed in the 
manner described in paragraph (1): 

(b) shall record such fact in the licence held by the licence and any 
other records kept by the Fishery Officer. 

8. The Director-General of Fisheries may determine the number of Number of 
licences which may be issued in any year in respect of fishing stakes ice~r.:J.0 

and fishing appliances. 

9. Subject to the provisions of the Sixth Schedule no person shall 
operate or permit or cause to be operated any fishing appliances within 
a distance of two hundred fathoms of any fishing stakes licensed under 
these Regulations. 
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10. (1) Any person wishing to set up any fishing stakes may ma'l::e an AppU~tion 
application in writing io. that behalf to the Fishery Officer. specifying t,t an 1s.;sue 
in such application the type and site of the fishing stakes proposed to ~tr:;rut to 
be set up and, if so required by the Fishery Officer, furnishing the plan fi1hini 
of the said site. stak'.es. 

(2) On an application being made as aforesaid the Fishery Officer 
may survey the site specified in th,! application or in the plan furnished, 
if any, and may. if he is satisfied that the setting up of the fishing stakes 
aforesaid will not contravene any of the provisions of thesG Regulations. 
issue a permit, and. in any other case rcj~t the application. 

-(3) Before a permit under this regulation i:; iss~e<l in respect of the 
fishing stakes specified in the first column in the Third Schedule hereto 
the applicant shall be required to make with th~ Fishery Officer the 
deposits specified in the corresponding second column in the said 
Schedule which shall be paid to the Treasury. 

Provided that the Director-Ge~ral may in any case where it would 
be fair or just so to do allow an applicant to make '-mly part of the 
amount prescribed: and in every such case the applicant may in lieu of 
making the full deposit furnish a bank guarantee or execute a bond 
with or without sureties as may be approved by the Director-General. 

(4) The making of deposits shall be evidenced by a receipt issued by 
the Treasury. 

4-EMOV.AL OF FISHING STAKES AND FISHING APPI.lANCES 

11. (1) :/my· ·l'Cl'SDn who ceases to operate any fishing stakes or Removal of 
llJJPWIDCCS s1Dll Dotify the Fishery Officer imme<liately. ~~~!and 

(l) Such pcrso11lfflJrl!SU1.stalln:move such stakes or applianci;s and 
,my polt~ am:hors. 1ioats and any-otbcr mcilliazy apparatus ust:d in the 
opcation of S11Ch stakes « applimnx:s .f01'thaith or within such time as 
a Fishery •Officer -may,1lin=d. 
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(3) No ~n.-,:l ~z.11 ri:ruuv: s,;y ~hin:; :take.1 or appfo.n-~ UMcr 
~Q...-:ip~ (P 3.!:.J t~' ;:.~:!~: ·.:..:::~: '..'...;: 5•~~•~J:,.•n .:l 1 Fbh-e-:v O@ .... ~-r. 

i_.;j 0:. :::-! fL~: :-! z..:::· :7•!.:-:.::. ~:::-:..:..!_: :~ :·:-=-;:.·:• ~ . ..:... -~! ~:-:-,.:. 

tion. ct \he Fis:.erJ 0£.c<.r c.- ..-.~ ti:.:~ r,ro'r-'ei'0~ d this re,'-!lo.Uon, tt.e 
Fishery Ofil~r may remov! ::nd. destroy the fishh;g sta~.es or fuhing 
appliances or pol~. :..ncl:wr.:, f:kats er other ancillary e pparatuj used in 
the operation of such appfauccs: anct any deposit paid under Regulation 
10 in respect of a fishing ruke er i:.r,pli:inces shall be forfeited: 

Provided that when: tbe c::cpecscs !:O incurred exceed the amount of 
such deposit ilie balance sh!l!I be rc!coverablo from the person in whose 
nam~ the deposit wzs rn::.dc. 

12. Where, by tho <r"~ratiou of any fi.s-hing appliance licensed under 
these Regulations, any fishing litakes or other fishing appliance.s are 
damaged, the licensee o! tbe fishlng appliance first mentioned shall 
forfeit so much of the deposit {if eny) made in respect cf that appliance 
a.'i equals the claim :mad~ iu respect of the fishing stakes of appliances 
damaged u aforesa.id : 

Provided tlu~t where the cfaLrn made in respect of the fishing stakes 
or appliances damaged e;,cc.e<l~ the amouut of such deposits the balance 
sh.all be recoverable from the p~rson or persons in whose name the 
deposit was made. 

FORf-EI11JRE 

13. Where the holder o( t-.ny Jir.coce or permit issued under these 
Regulations contrav~nt::1 c,r fails t0 comply with any co.ijitions imposed 
thereon by virtue cf ti!~s~ Regulatioi:.s-

(a) such licence or p-~rmit '1:13.y be cancelled, and if such licence or 
permit i!i cancelk·d any <1eposit made U1lder these Regulatioru 
shall be forfeitc-rl: or 

(b) if the licence or t:e~it .is oct cancdle<l the whole or any part 
of the deposit made nodcr til¢Se Regulations may be !orfeit.c<l. 

14. All fishing stake~ which immcdiatdy b~fore the coll.i.IDencement of 
these Regulatious were liceD!>cd uude-r the repealed Regulatioru shall be 
deemed to n!lve bee.:i ser up in acc.:,rdance with the provis;ons ot these 
Regulatior.3 provided th~t thero shall be made to the State Treasury in 
zc.pect of such fishing stakes, within three months of the commencement 
of ncse Regulations. the d<!po:;its required to be made under the Third 
Srncd:u!e hereto or s0 much thereof as h..s not already -been 0111-de: and 
the 'JDll.ing cf such deposits ~'.~all be cviden<'.ed by n receipt issue<l by 
·the said TIC\5Ut'Y. 

~ "The ID10ngs (~ent..l Shelf) Regulntions 1958 o.od the Kiloogs 
(Sm'awuWa!:as)l?.eguh1io 1956 are repealed. 



Fra.ST Scm!oUU? 
.{lteg'.llatior1 2) 

EXEMPTED APPLIANCES 

(a) Tontang 
(b) Taut 
(c) Saledok 
(d) Sedok: 
(e) Eubu Sungei 
(f) Lukah 

(g) Jala 
(h) Bolats set in waters less than one fathom 
(1) Hook and line not exceeding thr~ hooks. 

SECOND Sc:HEDULE 
{Regulation 5) 

LICENCE. FEES 

(I} (2) 

Appliances/Stakes Fees 

(l) Trawl Nets 
Trawl nets used v.ith engined boats of: 
(a} 75 tons gross tonnage and 

above ... SI00.00 per gear per 

(b) 40 tons gross tonna-ge but kss 
than 75 tons gross tonnage •.. 

(c) 15 tons gross tonnage but less 
than 40 tons gross tonnage ... 

(d) Less than 15 tons gross too.nage 

{2) Gill-Drift Nets 
(i) Drift nets 
(ii) Encirding nets · 
(iii) Bottom nets 

(3) Beach Seine Nets ... 

·{4) Purse Seine Nets ..• 

(5) Lift, S<:oop and Push Nets 

·t6). l3ag Nets 
JilciBctth 

~.b 
Tug,,. 
luluk 

{7)l:bmicl'Nds 

annum 

50.00 

10.0G 
5.00 

1.00 
1.00 
1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 .. 
1.00 Per set c,t 4 

gears or part 
thereof per 
Annum 

1.00 
l.Oil 
1.00 -

l.t» per·• gear· pee 
ammm 



(I) 
A.pplicance.r / Stakes 

(2) 
Fees 

(8) Hooks and Lines S 1.00 per gear per 
annum 

(9) Traps 
(a) Bubu Laut 
(b) Bintoh 

(10) Shellfish, 

(11) Miscellaneous 

(12) Fishing Sta.kes 
Kelong 

Jermal 
Jungkat 
Ngian 
Lendoag 
Belat (in waters of not less than 
one fathom) 

TmRO SCHEDUU! 

(Regulation 4 (2)) 

1.00 
1.00 per set of 10 

gears or part . 
thereof per 
annum 

Free of 
charge· 

1.00 per gear per 
annum 

10.00 per fishing 
stake per 
annum 

5.00 
" 

2.00 
1.00 " 
1.00 

1.00 

DEPOSITS FOR r1SHING MPLIANCES 

1. Trawl Nets 

(1) 
Appliances/ Stakes 

Trawl nets used wiC:i. engined boats of­
(a) 75 tons grogs tonnage and ahovc 
(b) 40 tons gross tonnage and less than 

7 5 tous gross tonnage 
(c) 15 tons sross tonnage but less than 

40 tons gross tonnage 

(d) less than 15 tons gross tounagc ... 

2. pishlng Stakes 
(a) Kelong, Jer.nal, Jun~at. Ngian, 

Londone: 
(i) Set up in waters 5 fathoms 

er more in depth {during low 
W3to:- spriiig tide) ... 

(ii).Set up in water 3 fathoms or 
mme but less-than 5 fatlioms 
(dminglow water sprine tide) 

(2) 
Deposit., 

S400.00 

200.00 

50.00 
10.00 

500.00 

100.00 



V) 
Appliances/ Stakes 

(iii) Set up in waters less than 3 
fathoms (during low water 
spring tide) ... 

(b) Belat (otller than fishing stakes 
specified above): 
Set up in waters 1 fatllom er more 
in depth (during low water spring 
tide) 

Formnx ScHEot.'1.B 
(R~-ulation 4 (4)) 

(2) 
Deposits 

100.00 

50.00 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF LICENCE FOR TRA\l,'L FISHING 
OrIBR TP.A WL NET 

1. The mesh size of any ott!r trawl net shall "be not less than one inch 
extension measure at the cod end. 

2. Except as may be restricted to any area by the Fis-hery Officer in 
the terms a-nd conditions of licence, otter trawl nets used with engined 
boats of: 

(a) 15 tons gross tonnage and above with 200 horse power and 
above shall be used only in waters beyond 10 miles; or 

(b) 40 tons gross tonnage but less than 75 tons gTo.~c; tonoage with 
100 horse power and above shall be usC'd only in waters beyond 
7 miles; or 

(c) 15 tons gross tonnage but less than 40 tons gross tonnage with 
60 horse pow~ ruid f.bove shall be used only in waters beyond 
5 miles; or 

(d) less than 15 tons gross tonnage with less than 60 hors~ power 
shall be used only in waters beyond 3 miles unless otherwise 
authorised by the Fishery Officer; 

off the coast of the State: 

Provided that tbct Fishery Officer may by endorsement of the licence, 
permit fishing in the waters off the coast from Taojuog Datu lo Tanjung 
Sirik with trawl nets beyond 1 mil::.: from the coast during the months 
of NoYember !o Febm:i.ry. 

:. :-=--:.--i -::.::.:. :~::-.· :-:.-: .:..:':.! _,:.:..: •:.:.: =:,:.:-: :~: . .:··-,:-::: 7,:::,,._ :-: .!:!.! 

than 1.5 lO!lS gros:-. t..:,anag::o c.ild -;.r1:h lcess than 6v hoc~ pow::r sb~J. be: 
arricd out within the hours of 6.00 a.m. to 6.-00 p.ro. 

-4. FJShing with otter trawl nets used with engined hoars of i5 tons gross 
tonnage .and above with cogin::s of 60 horse power and nbove may be 
canicd out throughout the day anc.l ni11.ht except ~ff th~ are.a from 
Tanjunx Dma to_ Tanj.un:; Sai!c w~re the Fishery Officer may resuict 
:th: hams of _£ming. by1cnd:«nrma:t on the licence . 

. S. 1.icmscc·s'mll only· m: ·the bom or boat3 aod employ person or 
_pcn0DS .. appRh"Cd ! b;' ;the .ru!at:ry 01&:es:. 

.Sl 



FtFIH' ScmIDULB 

(Reg-Jlation 4 (4)) 

TERMS AND cormmoN:; OF L!C!!NCE. FOR DP.IFT-GILL NETS 
Fl~TING 

1. Fishing wiili drift-gill n::.tn may b~ p,!rmit!cd only during the hours 
between 5.00 p.m. nnd G.00 ~.t. ~l:;~1 otherwise authorised bv the 
Fishery Officer. • 

2. The o~tor of z drJt-jU n~t sh.:11 display: 

(a) one white light visit:l,:: ~t least 2 nautical miles alt round on his 
boat; 

(b) one whtte li~t ~i~b c.t k;:;t 2 o~utic.<tl miles all round at the 
· dist!.l end of his c.~...Et-j.n net at a height of 4 to 6 feet above 

the surface of tbe sel!; :101 

(c) one brightly co!our~d !fa.~ visible at lea.st 2 nautical miles all 
round at tho distal end oi },Js dri:t-g:ill net at a height of 5 to 6 
-feet abovo fu~ su".{:-::e cf fie S•=n. 

TERMS A.Nn cormru:n,:3 OP FISHING STAKES PERMIT AND 
T.YCBNCE 

J. The following conditio:~;; sbll be wached to a permit issue<l in 
respect of tho settin,rr up c.1 fu!.:ing st:il::es: 

(a) tho fishing stakrs st!:.ll be sd np wilhin a period of three months 
from the datf; cf isme of L'>c permit or within such longer period 
as tlie F~ht.r') Officer m.ay authori!:e; 

{b) as soon as tb.e state:; have be.~ set up, a."ld in any cai;e not 
later than twenty-one days thereof the holder of the permit 
shall apply for n liccnc~ to operate the said fishing stalces; 

(c) ex~pt with the apr,rov~l of t":e Fi.r.hery Offic.cr, no fishing stakes 
wllich are set np in w::tcr lei:s th:u-, <hr« fathoms in depth 
{during low wa:cr spr~ug tide), shall be within a distance of 
two himdled fatbO!nS from ru1y p:irt ot ~ny cl.her fishing stakes 
or·,cu:cedb.'O hll!ldrd fa'.h<.m:.s in length~ 

:(d)c:xccpt-with~·~~~-,rcv~J 't.! tho Fishery Officer, oo fishing stakes 
whida ·arc .sc.t ~ in wl\t-:rs 'ihree fathoms or more ia depth 
{duriug lo\V ,ntcr sprins tide), ~ball be within four hundr.ed 
fathoms f.roca_ t!J!Y prt ·61 ;:ny other fisbi.cg stru.:es or exceed 
1bn:c llandrcd:'tath~·h ~t;lh. 



2. When required by a F'uhery Offi~r so to do, the hold.:r of liceu~ 
shall display on any fisbmg stake! sot up, tram sunset to sunrise, a light 
or lights of such colour and visibility as may be specified i11 the licence. 

Made this 26th day o( November 1976. 

DATUIC. AI.I BIN HAn AHMAD, 
Ministry of Agricultuu 

Non?: For the purpose of these Regulatioos, the breadth of the territorial 
-waters adjacent to the ccast cf Sarawak, construed in accordance with 
the provisions of the Emergency (Essaitial Powers) Ordinance, No. 7 
1969, is twelve nautical miles. 


