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AN ACT 

To es t ab l  Coastal Off ice ,  C o a s t a l  
Council a n d  an Appeals Board to  provide f o r  p e n a l t i e s ,  arid f o r  
purposes. 

B E  IT BY THE LEGISLATURE 

S e c t i o r i  S h o r t  T i t l e .  T h i s  A c t  be c i t e d  as  the  

"Coastal Resources Act o f  

Section 2. C o a s t a l  Resources Of f i ce .  There i s  

hereby the  Coastal Resource; Off ice  

the  O f f i c e  o f  the  Governor. The Coastal Resources 

Office sha l l  be administered by the  Coastal Resources 

who s h a l l  be appointed the  Governur. 

Section 3. Pol icy.  ( a )  I t  i s  the  coas ta l  resources 

policy o f  the o f  the  Northern I s l ands  t o :  

(1) Encourage land-use master planning, f l oodp la in  

and t h e  development o f  zoning a n d  code 

1 

(2) through a 'program o f  e d u c a t i o n  arid 

pub1 i c  concepts o f  conserva t ion  

and developnient o f  c o a s t a l  resources ;  

e f f i c i e n t  resources 

(A) Coordination a n d  o f  resources 

arid regula t ions  i n t o  a i d e n t i f i a b l e  

( U )  unc lear  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  

of 

Not- t tic r n  r i ana  I s 1 a nds  i s , 
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(D) o f  ti: 

arid 

Establ o f  a n d  t ra in ing  

f o r  th r e  o f  

r t n g  tin c a d a  t a  ; 

Plan f o r  a n d  manage any use or a c t i v i t y  the 

potent ia l  f u r  causing a d i r e c t  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  impact on 

resources.  

the  ex ten t  p rac t icab le ;  

S ign i f i can t  adverse impacts shal l  be tigatec! t o  

Give pr ior i ty  for water-dependent development a n d  

consider  the need f o r  water- rela ted arid l oca t ions  

i t s  s i t i n g  dec is ions ;  

Provide for adequate cons idera t ion  of  the 

, f o r ,  arid 

o f ,  f a c i l i t i e s  ( inc lud ing  in,  or 

sign the  t h ' s  coas ta l  a rc  

necessary t o  o ther  t h a n  l o c a l  in  

na ture ;  

(7) Not t o  tire e x t e n t  p r ac t i cab l e ,  o f  

i n c l u d i n g  

a r ea s ,  a r e a s ,  a i r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  

a n d  1 i n e s ,  unless  i t  can lie 

such does unreasonable r i s k s  l o  t he  

s a f e t y  or o f  

t o  
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Commom.,,eal government personnel and fine111ent 
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coastal 

mi 

10 (5) 

11 water-oriented 

12 in 

13 

15 

16 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

(6) national 

i nteres 1 

siting 

includiny that involved 1n planning 

energy facilities 

in the 
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ificantly.affect, Commom'leal zone) which 
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ident111ed hazardous lands 

storm \·tave inundation 

sound zones maJor fault 

that development not pose 
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floodplains, erosion-prone 

crash ana 
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heal th, \'telfare the people of the Commonwealth, and 
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J IC L 3-47 
, , 

--_A- 

arid 

designated and  potent ia l  p r i s t i n e  and  

a n d  volcanic  f o r e s t s ,  designated and  

s tands and o the r  

(15)  eco logica l ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  resource areas  

f o r  t h e i r  cont r ibu t ion  t o  marine product ivi ty  a n d  va lue  as 

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s ,  and preserve t h e  funct ions  a n d  t y  

o f  r e e f s ,  marine meadows, s a l t  ponds, mangroves and other  

n a t u r a l  a r e a s ;  

t h e  development o f  the  local  subsis tence,  

spo r t  and  f i s h e r i e s ,  c o n s i s t e n t  with o ther  

poi  

Protect  coas ta l  resources ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

arid f i s h  taking beyond arid 

case o f  marine and spec ie s  on ttie 

t h  Federal Endangered Species any 

ng  w a t s o ev r 

Encourage preservat ion a n d  enhancement o f  a n d  

f o r ,  ttie t h ’ s  scenic  resources t h r o u g h  

o f  increased o f ,  

l i t t e r ,  zoning, bui lding codes, and  

re la ted  land-use laws; 

Discourage, t o  the  ex t en t  

. 

v i sua l ly  object ionable  uses so a s  not  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

degrade views; 

'ULl ,\'1 N(l. 

ll.i.l. t10. l:i·I ll[ll SDl 

1ragilc Jrei.ls suct1 JS de.;19natcd potcntiJl 11istoric Jlld 
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marine terrestrial 
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sustainable levels 
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1 5 1 ,  

Encourage o f  i 

w i t h  surrounding 

preservat ion o f  

o f  access t o  a n d  the shore l ines  w i t h  

the right: o f  pr iva te  proper ty  owners; 

Pursue f o r  the acqu i s i t i on  use 

o f  any lands necessary t o  guarantee t r a d i t i o n a l  public access  

t o  a n d  along the  shore l ines ;  a n d  

Encourage agricul  t u ra l  a n d  the 

preservat ion and maintenance o f  c r i t i c a l  sgr icu l  t u ra l  lands 

f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  uses. 

b d e  pa r t s , aye tic e s , o f f c e s , and  n s r t 1 s 

o f  t h e  take t i  t o  incorpora te  

the above- l is ted pol ic ies  i n t o  t h e i r  t o  conduct 

t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  in a c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  these  p o l i c i e s .  

Section Coastal Resources O f f  

Duties. The Coastal Resources Off ice  s h a l l  

have the funct ions and  d u t i e s :  

( a )  t o  coordinate  the and o f  

the  coas ta l  resources pol  i c i e s  by 

; 

t o  review a n d  tor  

a c t i v i t i e s  for t h e i r  consistency th the  c o a s t a l  resources 

pol 
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land-uses; 
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public 

(22) 

the development 

compatible the 

Encourage the 

along 

agreements 
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environment and 
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and/or 
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(23) development 
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Commonwealth government shall ac on 
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manner 

4. Management ice: Pmters, 

18 Functions and Management 

following powers, 

planning 
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implementation 
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t o  for 

t i e s  t t i e  

t h  a r e  cons i s t en t  t h  resources pol 

a n d  regula t ions ;  

( d )  t o  a l l  arid rece ive  a l l  funding 

provided by federal  coas ta l  

a ted ; 

( e )  t o  review and a c t  on t he  subyrant ing o f  federal  funds 

t o  ca r ry  o u t  coas ta l  resources ob j ec t i ve s ;  

( f )  t o  regula r ly  publish the s t a t u s  o f  permit a c t i v i t i e s  

a n d  the  by which any person reques t  a public hearing; 

t o  e s t a b l i s h  and operate  broad and e f f e c t i v e  public 

education informati  on 

( h )  t o  provide s t a f f  support  f o r  the  Coastal Advisory 

Council a n d  Appeals Board; 

t o  ensure t t i e  of  permit decisions 

c o a s t a l  pol o f  t h i s  

a n d  (Section 8 of t h i s  Ac t ) ;  

t o  coordi natc t process ;  

to o f  

c o n s i  coastal  resources  t 

po l  

t o  ensure t h a t  proposed t o  the 

c o a s t a l  resources ( S e c t i o n  t h i s  

a r e  cons i s t en t  w i t h  coas ta l  resources  

(Sect ion 3 o f  t h i s  A c t ) ;  arid 
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( C) provide 

l'llbLl.C U-.!.J !Ju. J--.1 

11.B. Nu. 1 !.il 1 1101 1 SUI 

coordiniltion a11d decisio11s 011 v1hclht:r 

federal act1v1 

Commonwea 1 

affectinu coast.:il resources of the 

the coastal icies 

adrni n is ter 

the 

programs 

governi11ent regarding resource,:; 

manageinent rel programs 

management 

means may 

a 

the 

( g) 

i . \ 
\ l ' 

(k) 

resources 

1c1es; 

(l) 

Act) 

policies 

ond program; 

consistency 

re-sources management 

regulations 

the permi 

icics (Section J 

promote tile economic development coastal 

s tent \fl til manogcrncn 

any r.iodifications 

8 of 

\'Ii th 

management regulations 

the manogernent 
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NO. 3-47 
No. 1 5 1 ,  

4 

6 

7 

8 
, 

15 

1 7  

2: 

22 

23 

24 

26 

t o  

procedures i n  Section o f  t h i s  

Act. the Coastal Off ices  

i n t e rp re t a t i on  o f  the  under 

this Act w i t h  the of any 

other  t h  agency, o f f i c e ,  or 

instrumental i ty. 

Section Coastal Advisory Council. 

A Coastal  Advisory Council i s  hereby e s t ab l i shed .  

I t  shall be comprised o f  o f  Rota, Saipan, 

a n d  I s l a n d s ;  the  Special Ass i s tan t  f o r  Carol 

o f  t h e  Public L a n d  C o r p o r a t i o n ;  

Executive Di rec tor  of  t h e  to r r ,  Bureau; Executive 

Director  of the  Ports  Authori ty;  President  o f  the  o f  

the  H i s to r i c  Preservation Off icer .  

one of  the  pu b l  c f one 

of  the  i c  t ruc t ion  indus t ry ,  

o f  public represen t ing  a subsis tence l i f e s t y l e  shal l  

be appointed by the  Governor f o r  a one year  

each from t h e  t h  and 

t t e e s  Resources arid sha l l  be 

appointed by ttie 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

One s t a f f  

The o f  ttie Council receive no 

b u t  be for reasonable a n d  

necessary a t  t h  t 

f o r  actually 
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tile Northern 

Affairs; Chainnan 
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interpretation 

department 

the Mayors 

Marianas 
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Com1no m'-le a 1 Legislature House 
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Committee Chairmen. 
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rates 
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o f  tire 

t h e  fo r  

Coastal Advisory Counci l  ; The  Coastal 

Advisory Council sha l l  have the  following 

( a )  To a d o p t  in te rna l  procedures which sha l l  

meetings; Provided t h a t  the  Council shall no 

regulatory au thor i ty  o f  i t s  o w n ;  

To the  coas ta l  resources management Off ice  

on any proposed change t o  the  coas ta l  resources management 

o r  u p o n  any regula t ions  t o  

the coas ta l  resources management program; a n d  

To advise the  Coastal Resources Off ice  

on appl ica t ion  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h o  coastal  

S e c t i o n  7 ,  J u r i s d i c t i o n ,  The a reas  s u b j e c t  t o  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the coastal  resources management program 

extend t o  the ex tent  of the t e r r i t o r i a l  waters of 

a n d  sha l l  f u r t h e r  t o  a l l  l a n d  a reas  of  

th, except fo r  any federal  ly-owned lands as by 

S ta t e s  Coastal Act o f  1 9 7 2 ,  

Section Regulatory 

( a )  o f  Natural Resources, arid 

i c  and Services  

o f  a n d  

Affairs  of Preservat ion a r e  
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(c) !·1ecti119s 

a. n cJ uppDrtuni ty 

Section (j, 

its 
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program 
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seaward 

Commom.,,ea l th 

Com111om1ea ·1 

tho U11 i tcd 

o. 

advise 
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Zone Manage111ent 
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Management 
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the 

the 
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The Departments 

Labor, Public Works, Publ Health 
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(Division Environmental Quality), Coillrnunity Culturul 

Division Historic desiqnutccl as 
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22 

2s 

t h e  

cu r r en t  coas ta l  

regulat ions  i n  2 ,  o f  

Commonwealth Regis ter  (August 26 ,  1980) remain 

e f f e c t ,  unless  modified by the  coas ta l  resources 

regulatory agencies.  Any modif icat ion o f  regula t ions  s h a l l  

be cons i s t en t  with the  coas ta l  resources  p o l i c i e s  

(Sect ion 2 o f  this  Act).  

( c )  coas ta l  recources regulatory agenc ies  

s h a l l  have t he  au tho r i t y  t o  j o i n t l y  ope ra te  by 

regula t ion  a coasta l  resources provides 

for ,  a t  a a t exemptions, 

designat ion o f  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  

of projects  ou ts ide  the  a r ea s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  concern,  j o i n t  

t procedures, s tandards  and p r i o r i t i e s  o f  land and water  

uses ,  ana pa r t i c ipa t ion .  

The coasta l  recourses  regula tory 

regula r ly  review adopted regula t ions  and  adopt 

regui necessary i n  accordance 

i n  T i t l e  1 7  o f  the Trust Te r r i t o ry  Code. 

Proposed regula t ions  s h a l l  be published in 

Regis ter .  l e s s  30 days,  b u t  n o t  

t h a n  45 days a f t e r .  i c a t i o n ,  Coastal Resources 

Off ice ,  s h a l l ,  a f t e r  cons idera t ion  o f  any ts 

received from the publ ic ,  the i n  
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I'UBLIC NO. 3-47 

t o  t h e  Legis la ture  for , by such 

Legis la ture  1 be t o  

unless  b o t h  of Legis la ture ,  

days a f t e r  o f  r ece ip t  o f  

pass  a j o i n t  r e so lu t ion  o f  

or a l l  of  regula t ions .  

Section 9.  Permit Process. 

( a )  The coasta l  management regulatory 

shall review 1 appl i c a t i o n s  f o r  coas ta l  and 

a j o i n t  decis ion t o  g r a n t ,  or coas ta l  

permit appl icat ion i n  a manner which i s  non-arbi 

non-capricious and f u l l y  i n  accordance with the  po l ic ies  of 

t h i s  any other  app l i cab l e  decis ion regula t ions  

60  the r ece ip t  o f  reques t  f o r  review. 

Permit decis ion s h a l l  w i t h  the  a n d  water 

use plans adopted by Leg i s l a tu re .  

Further  procedures f o r  t he  process may be 

provided regula t ion .  

I f  any resources regulatory 

a g e n c i e s  the Resources 

t c  on a or var iance on 

t f de pa r n t a j u r s t i , or i r e t t n s 

o f  t h ' s  under t h i s  

Coastal Resources O f f i c e  

r t i  t , 
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24 
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26 

1 t o  

fo r  the 

Section Appeals Board.  

Tho A p p e a l s  

shall c o n s i s t  o f  

r e l a t ed  t o  

Governor w i t h  the advice and consent of t he  The 

o f  o f f i c e  sha l l  be f o r  3 years ;  Provided t h a t  o f  the 

f i r s t  appointed, one sha l l  be appointed 

f o r  y e a r ,  one sha l l  be appointed for  2 y e a r s ,  

a n d  one sha l l  appointed f o r  3 yea r s .  

persons h a v i n g  i n t e r e s t  and k n o w l e d g e  

resources management, appointed by the  

Any person aggrieved sha l l  have 30 calendar  

days t o  appeal the j o i n t  decision o f  coas t a l  resources 

agencies t o  Board .  

Appeals Board sha l l  hear and  ru l e  on appeals  by any 

persons aggrieved by coas ta l  d e c i s i o n s ,  a s  

by r egu la t ions ;  Provided t h a t  B o a r d  

decis ion 30 calendar o f  d a t e  

received by the Resources 

c o a s t a l  resources regula tory  syencies :  

the Board t h a t  j o i n t  decis ion  o f  

( 1 )  is c l e a r l y  erroneous in l i g h t  the  coastal  

management pol  i c i e s ;  or 

(2) is in o f  

or s t a t u t o r y  provisions;  or 
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( 3 )  

riot i n  required 

i s  o r  or 

pr res  ; 

Uoard s h a l l  e n t e r  decis ion with a o f  

the i n  support  o f  20 

days a f t e r  the f i n a l  dec i s ion  o f  the  a person 

aggrieved inay appeal such dec is ion  t o  the  

Tria l  Court, and  the  s tandard f o r  j u d i c i a l  review sha l l  

be whether such d e c i s i o n  i s  suppor ted  by 

evidence on the  record before t h e  Board ,  

as and the sha l l  r iot  

be sub jec t  t o  t r i a l  de 

The o f  the  Board sha l l  receive no 

compensation b u t  shal l  be f o r  reasonable 

a n d  necessary expenses a t  e s t ab l  

r a t e s  for  meetings a c t u a l l y  attended. 

Section Pr iva te  Actions. Any in t e r e s t ed  person 

i n i t i a t e  an ac t ion  i n  Trial  Court t o  the 

performance o f  du t i e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  u p o n  t he  Coastal 

Resources Off ice  o r  c o a s t a l  resources 

regulatory agency by th is  Act; -- P r o v i d e d ,  such ac t i on  s h a l l  

be pr ior  t o  t h i r t y  days no t ice  has been 

given t o  Coas ta l  Off ice arid any a f f e c t e d  

coasta l  resources regula tory  by t 

o f  the  d u t i e s  the  n o t  been 
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12. t i c s .  Any 

any o f  Act o r  regulat ions  o r  

sha l l  be sub jec t  t o  c i v i l  f i n e  r i o t  t o  

d o l l a r s  per f o r  day the v io l a t i on  occurs. 

I n  t o  o ther  pena l t i es  provided f o r  

in t h i s  Ac t ,  a person i s  g u i l t y  of offense 

knowingly a n d  wil t s  any a c t  p r o h i b i  by this 

Act. Any v io l a t i on  of  this  Act sha l l  be punishable 

by a f i n e  of not more t h a n  2 thousand d o l l a r s  o r  by 

if n o t  than 5 years  o r  by b o t h  such f i n e  

and 

( c )  In addi t ion  t o  the  foregoing a n d  in order  t o  

de t e r  fu r ther  v io l a t i ons  of the  provisions o f  t h i s  Act or 

regula t ions  issued the Attorney General 

m a i n t a i n  an ac t i on  f o r  damages, the  of 

i s  l e f t  t o  the  d i s c r e t i o n  of the  Court, 

person in t en t iona l ly  and knowingly v i o l a t e s  

prov s these  regu 1 t i  on s . 
person w h o  

s ta tement ,  or i n  

any f o r  a coas ta l  permit, or sny record,  

or o the r  document f i l e d  or required t o  be 

under t h i s  or regula t ions  issued hereunder, or i n  any 

permit or order  issued t o  t h i s  Act or regula t ions  
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11.11. 

any tor i  

t o  t o  this Act o r  regula t ions  issued 
, 

hereunder or any pcnnit  or order  i s s u e d  t o  t h i s  

5 Act o r  regula t ions  issued hereunder be sub jec t  t o  

revocation or suspension a n d  sub jec t  t o  

f i n e  o f  not more t h a n  10,000 d o l l a r s  f o r  

each v io l a t ion .  

I ' ( e )  f i n e s  a n d  f e e s  col lec ted  under 

o f  A c t  sha l l  be deposited i n t o  the  

I 

Treasury the  

12 Section 73. Report .  The Coastal Kesourcus 

Office sha l l  submit t o  t t i e  Governor and  Legis la ture  an  

repor t  t t i e  o f  the Coastal Resources 

prograni within 60 days a f t e r  the  o f  t he  f i s c a l  year .  

repor t  be ava i l ab le  t o  the public .  

T h e  

Section Executive Order Order 15  i s  

hereby vacated in i t s  e n t i r e t y .  

Section 15.  t y .  Should any sec t ion  or regulat ion 

t h i s  declared i n v a l i d ,  such j u d i c i a l  

n o t  a f f e c t  the v a l i d i t y  or as a or 

any part  thereof o t h e r  t h a n  the  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  declared inva l id .  

Section Effec t ive  This Act sha l l  e f f e c t  

u p o n  i t s  approval by Governor, or i t s  law 

w i t h o u t  
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