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CHAPTF.R 79 
FORF.ST LAW 

A Law for the preservation and control of fo·rc•t · . ~ -- . 
N

. . · ., - tn 1•.nojtu State 
of 1gcr1a 

I -rtl1 1 .-. ' / 11g11~, / l)") ) 

PART I. - PRF.LIMlNARY 

l~ This Law may be cited a t.he Forc ·t Lnw. 

2. In this Law· -
·'Assistant Conservator" means Assistant Conscrvutor of f-o rc ts in the 
Forrest Division; 

-·cattle'· includes sheep, goats. swine. horses. mules, donkc~ s and 
camels· , 
'-Chief Conservator" means Chief Conservator of f-orcst in the Forest 

-Division; 
'""co1nmunal lands .. means lands in Enugu States or Nigeria at the 
disposal of a community or of any chief on behalf of the community~ 

· .. -Commissioner" means Commissioner for the time being charged with 

·responsibility for Agriculture: 
~"c.ommunitytt means any group of persons occupying any lands in 
-accordance with. and subject to, local law and custom; 
~-eoW\(:W: ,mean$ -local government council; 

. ~cncla'le" ~ans an ~rea completely ·surrounded by u fort;st reserve a.nd 
' ootforminsi, part of the forest re~crvc; , 

~+fores-t'' -,inchuJei;J~r~~t r~3erves, protected for-est and wlW\'l; pluc~d, i~, 
. . . . ~r'®tW4t with sc1.tHon JO, l!ndcr th~ prote,utl~t1 . . e<lnl«,l tm,l 

~;~· .<>.:: ... ·. - . •natu•·~rn.ent of, th~ Coit~m~; fflPn~n 
·\f: ·. :";,":> ·_.·_~·F()J'e~t 'Olvi1i~ln';., m~?flti ·· th~ fQreMt .J)lvh1io11 uf th~ Mh,i~tt')1 nf · 
. . . :-~grieu1tur« · _', ,· .- < ., . . ·, -·, · · · · . · ·. . ·.· · 

·. ,.-~fqr!~t :-~t1Mh~· .·hlcl~d~~ ;iUl.)70\lflQ . ~f(JWin~·-·,n l\ Jh~~st {\f -nny -tree 
: ,protect~d ·u·nder thi!l Law1. · · -- · 

,' .· . . •. ' .,·_,", .. ,: . . ' ' . ,., .. 

•• __ ' • .t ••. -
. ' .... 

~ . ',.- ·• . .· .. ·:-- .· ·:· . 
'', 

,:. .. · 
'.- r" .\:• . 

~hort titl,:,: 
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"forest officer" means any officer of the Forest divis ion or any offlc~r 

appointed, under section 5, for the purpose of giving effect to the 
provisions of this Law; · 

Hforest produce ' includes 

(a) 

(b) 

wether found in or brought fron1 a forest or not, timber, 
firewood, charcoal rubber, latex~ wood oil, gum resin, natural. 
vanish, tanning extracts tanning barks, fruits~ bark and lac; and 
when found in or brought from a forest -
(i) trees and all other parts or produce of trees not 

otherwise herein mentioned 
(ii) wood ashes 

(iii) peat, urfacc oi l and mineral other than minerals . 
within the meaning of any Act or Law, rcgufnting the 
working or minerals,. 

( i) gra cl, lime tone, rock and laterite. 

( ) honey, bee w x, guano. si lk- cocoons, humus and all 
produce from nnimot • 

. . ! 

"forest propcrt.y'' includes any tock~ stores or materials owned by the 
Go ermnent or a council and used or intended to be used in any· forest 
operations or any forestry , ork, and also boundary marks and pillars, boundary 
or survey ~aeons o~ signs. name plates, machinery\ scientific instru.»ents, 
implements .. tools. buildings~ tents fences, vehicles, roads, bridges and cattle; 
~-forest reserve·~ means an area constituted or deemed to have bel:~ _fo1~$1 

reserve under this Law which shall not ha e ceased to be forest reserve ander · ·:. ",~ 
any"enactment; . - · ' · ·, .· . ·. ! 
·~twemmenf'~ means GovemmeHt of Enogu State of Nigeria; . . _ . . , .· .. i· 
.. ' lands at the disposal of the Government" includes any Ian~ which the State · :. " ._ .. 
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Forest -
has acquired.or may acquire by agreement or otherwise and also tand l~asedto 
the Government; · · · . · . . . · · . · · . 

''girth" means the circumference of a tree measured e ither at a height of 1 . 3 7 
metres from the ground, or (ifthe tree is buttressed above that height) measured · 
at o. 30 metre above where the highest buttress merges with the hole; · 

"minor forest produce" means any forest produce other than timber· 
1 

''protected forest" means any . area declared by notice in the Gazette, m 

accordance with the provisions of section 7 or 8, to be a protected forest; 

"protected tree" or " protected minor forest produce: means any tree or any 
minor forest produce declared to be such in accordance with regulations made 
under this Law; 

'"timber" includes all trees, whether standing, fallen, or felled, stumps of trees 
and all wood, whether or not cut up or fashioned or hollowed out for any 
purpose; 

"to take timber" includes to fell, lop or girdle trees, or to carry away any timber 
fro_m the lands upon which the trees have fallen or been felled; whether the 
trees have been felled by cutting or by removing the soil from the roots or by 
any other method or combination of methods; 
"tree" includes palm; 
"working plan" means, in relation to any forest, any plan of operations or work 
so decided upon and described as such and approved by the Commissioner. 

PART II.- GENERAL PROVISIONS 

3. The Commissioner may, by notice in the Gazette, and either for the 
peticidmentiohed in the notice, or without any period assigned, withdraw · 
from the operation of all or any of the provisions. of this Law any class 
9fpersons; tribe or part of a tribe or any area specified therein . 

4~ (1) T.he Cornm_i'sslqnf.}r may; by 1iotice it1 the Gazetre a.t,d subject to 
such~conditions , exc.eptions ~.nd qualifications as he 1uay specify~ depu1e 

, · c aiiy pe~5,on:,hf n_an1e or _ofpc~f to exerciae Ql' per fonn on his· be halt such . 
pf th~ po_wers arid·. d,ut.i.e-.,. -conferred u_pon hhn by t!1is Law as he tnay 

. . _ :speci.fy .and.tbereupop,_ or f)·om the date specified in the notice, the person . *· ~ :_... ' ... 

I, 
lr. 

- sp :~ep~t~d .s.h~~-! ,h~y{-an~ e~erchi~ SLieh poW§rs 'a'nd peHom1 'i,ttql\ duties · 
subJect 'as~fore~aid. . . · · · . , · · · · . · --· . . · . · - .·. · 

.. . 
.• . 

. : . . _. .. 

.. ~ ~ ' . ' ·, 
. , .. . , 

· .: :·-' , ;,_,, :· . ... :\: . ~ .. : .->..\- ·. __ ;·.-. 
. ;l : . --. • · :., ·_.\.· ~ 

.. ···--.. ; ·. ·'., 

2·2· ·9-·· .' ·.·., 
•. i ·· .7.· / : 

Power to e.x:empt 
<..-ertain . ~ ~ns. 
tribes o.r n(lta_ 

Delegation of 
powers by 
C.01nu)i!>Sionef., 

>--. ~. '• 
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Appointmem of 
officers .. 

Improvement of 
forest generally. 

Commissioner 
may -constitute 
forest resen1es 
and declare 
,protected forests. 

Prelimi~ary . 
. . notification .of 

(2) The Comn1issioner may~ in the like n1anner~ revoke any such notice, .. 

and may exercise any powers or perf onn any duties conferred upon him 

by this Law, notv\tithstanding the delegation by 1li1n of such powers or . 

duties. 

5. The Civil Service C01nn1ission may appoint such.officers as rnay be 

necessary for giving effect to the provisions of this Law. 

6. Any forest officer, not below the rank of Assistant Conservator of . : 
,I , 

Forests, may enter upon any land and, with any necessary workmen,.mai 

cut out and destroy any diseased, dead or dying tree or any tree likely to · 

cause damage to any forest property or to life or property. 

PART III - CONSTITUTION OF FOREST RESERVES AND · 

DECLARATION OF PROTECTED FORESTS 

7. (1) The Commissioner may constitute, as forest reserves, any o:(the · 

following lands -. 

(a) lands at the disposal of the Government 

(b) any lands in respect of which it appears to the Comm-iss~~~~ ·; · '-. 

that the forest growth on soch lands shN1ld be prot~t-ed-ot;_ . ·· 

reserved or forest growth be established. 

(2) The ComJni ssic>ncr -may, by notice in the :G<l~ett!·~ d~c;tare. any Sltab ·· 

lands to be a protected forest,. . -
, -: ' , ·. 

8 . . · (1)' ·BeJore COJtsHtudng any .lands l\S· a tbrifat rc,serye .. the 
' ... ' . . \ 

intention to create 
· a reserv-e and.: .- · 

Commissi.on~_r shall. pubU~h in t~~·o~1ze1te ~· riritlce'~ . :·,\ _: .·.· .. 
. . . . - ' . . . ', .~. ' .· , . ' .;. : 

.· appoiritmentof : · ··• :: 
tael'S'e settlement · ,, " : , 

.oftr~r. · 

, '·, .. 
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·, . 

(a) specifying, as nearly as may be, the sittia.tion and 
t~le limits ofthe lands; · · 

(b) declaring that the ·tands now fonn a protected 
forest; 

( c) declaring whether the lands ate at the disposal of 

the Government or are lands coming within 

· paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 7; 

(d) declaring that it is intended to constitute the lands· 

a forest reserve, either for the general purposes of 

the Government or for particular use and benefit 

wholly or in part of any class of persons or for the 

benefit of any community; 

(e) appointing an officer, hereinafter referred to as a 

"reserve settlement officer", _to inquire into a~d 

determine the existence, nature and extent_ of any 

· rights, claimed by or alleged to exist in favour of 

any persons or communities or brought to the; 

·. knowledge ofthe said officer,. affecting the lands or 

any -other rights in or over the lands which it . is 
proposed _to constitute a forest reserve. . 

. · · (2.f t{f~r 3(Jiy,re~~n~ the r~~Cf~~ ~ettJQQ1~,i~t·.9ffi~er appointed V~:d~r ~hif SCCtl\:l\\ . . 

: 't:nfua~l(i_~ ._pe,r.('1-tt;nni{~~Ji~~,Jh~ Sornmi1si0.t1e1·~111~1Y, b,y,t1of\cc in tl1e Ci<1ieu~! , . 
· : 3:pp9111~: Atl)Yp~r1;pt(t9 ~ ~,11t,h)f beh4if opi>.t hiS ~t~c~e.afitit. , -·: . . .. 
,', :<i;;: ~?(.( . ,;;,;:-., ~-'~ :>' ' . ?>\\; _/•' ;:, :, .\ ' : : ' . .. . . 

- · .. . ' < -\~} :1~e· noli~e ,~· 1,ppo i111i itfl 'l~uif I~~\/~ ·r~tnltip~c~ive 'e1fe~i 'rt,;. a period' t)O~ < .-.. ::_,. ·: ~x.~~di~9-§nc m:&t..11\:, ,' .. . , . , . . . ' . . . 

· .. .-
. , / 

~· J . • .: 
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(4) The Commissioner 1nay, by notice in the Gazette, revoke any notice ' _.·. 
under section 7 or 8. . . · .. · 

9. Upon publication of the notice aforesaid the reserve settlement 
officer shall - .. ; '·,_· ,it,I 

. . ,· ·, . 

(a) immediately cause the particulars contained therein to be made , .. 
' , 

(b) 

· known in the areas under the jurisdiction of the councils in whlch ·, ' 
the lands are situated by causing the same to be · read and ' • '.· 
interpreted in the local language in every customary court in the .-,. ·, f:. 
said areas under the jurisdiction of the councils, and also as.far · · ., : ' 
as he considers essential, by informing in writing the chiefs of .. · ::.'.:_ 
the communities dwelling on, and · the councils having • · 
jurisdiction over, the lands aforesaid; and · 

fix, and in the manner aforesaid, make known a period within 
which, and a place to or at which, any person or community 
claiming any right or rights in or over or effecting the lands 
which it is proposed to constitute a forest reserve shall either 
send a written statement of claims to him or appear before him 
and state orally the nature and extent of his or its alleged rights .. 

, ,. 

10. (I) As soon as possible after the expiration of the period fixed by the reserve. 

settlement officer, he shall -

(a) · inquire into and detenni1ie the !i.mits of the lands specified irJ th_e 
notice aforesaid; and · · . . _ · . · . . -•·. . ,,,~ 
determine the ·nature and extetit of any- claims or alleged rtgh!S-. . . 

· affecting the lands which have been preferred or -~rought -tohis:. ·. · 
. (b) 

notiQe,, 

(2.) The reserye settlcmei)t offic~rshaU keep a_ re~ord in writi11_g:;of::-'-:< .. <. 
· · · . ~a) · an-~uc.'! ·cl.aim~ ai1? a ~ws~d ri_ghts; '. _ _ _ · . ·· - )· ;. ·:_ . r aueg~d · 

-(b) _· ·· ~tll:,obJect1011s which may be made to su_ch clau~s O 
__ _ · .> 

._ rights;~and. , : ·. - : ··_.,- ·. . • •-· · · .: ; · :.> ·.'.-: .· dairn :or ': 
.. . ·.: -· · (c) . . any · evi9cnce in ~uppgrt of o.t 11~ _oppos.1t1~n .to_ ~ny · · · :.: · 

~- afleged right; ... ' , . )- .. _,., > ·_. 

·-· . . -·.·· ; .:, 
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11. For the purpose of the inquiry, the reserve settleme11t officer flhiill · Rc,en-, . . ' 
hove all the po,;vers conferred by Law upon a Magistrate. , ·. .. · · ·set_tJe-inent · .. :: . 

. . . . . otliccr to have 

. ~2. The reserve ~ettlement officer may, at any time during the inquiry 
JOm ~n~ nu1nber of clau:1-s ~r sever any claim joined and~ in his findings, . 
may JOtn any number of claims or sever'any claims which were formerly. 
jbined. · · 

13. Upon the con1pletion of the inquiry, the reserve settlement officer 
shall sub1nit to the Chief Conservator for the consideration of the 
Co1nn1issioner his findings, describing the limits of the lands specified in 
the notice under section 8 and setting forth, with al1 such particulars as n1ay 
be necessary to define their nature, duration, incidence and extent, all · 
clai1ns and alleoed ri ohts preferred or brought to his knowledge in respect 

b b • 

of the lands and adn1itting or rejecting the same wholly or 1n part. -

14 .. Where the reserve settlement officer has admit_ted wholly or in part 
any right or clai1:1 and, in. the opinion of th_e C:h1ef Conservator, the 
exercise of such nght or claims or any part thereof-

(a) 
(b) 

(c) 

would stultify the objects of the propos-ed fore~t reserve; . . 
. would seriously hinder the efficient workmg of the 
proposed forest reserve; or . 
would do serious damage to the proposed forest reserve, 

the Commissio~er 
111

ay - 1. gui'sh any such rights or claims and shall either 
(I) ex m . · I 

_ i ve monetary compen~at~on or ?rant. m exc 1~ge _ 
· -- _ . . :imilar rights on other s1milarly s1tu_ated land either 

· -withi,n or without the final boundaries of the-forest 

. (H) ~ 

· judid~l power,s · · 

Reserve 
. settlement' 
ofliccr mayjoin 
or sever daiins. 

Su~rni~sion of. . -
resenrc 
settlenient 
_officer's 
findings on 
complet-ion of . 
inquiry_ 

Rights may b~ 
extinguished ot 
modified by · 
com1nissioner 
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(iv) add such additional rights as he shall consider it Just and-·· 
equitable to allow, notwithstanding that . the reserve ·. 
settlement officer has not admitted such rights; or · 

, 

(v) adopt wholly, or in part, any one or any combination of the · .:',' 
above methods of dealing with the matter; 

Provided that, in altering the external boundaries of the proposed · ·· ! 
forest reserve, the Commissioner shall not include any area which 
lies outside the original limits set out in the notice published in · 
accordance with the provisions of section 8. 

15. (1) The Commissioner shall, thereupon, publish a notice in the State 
Gazette specifying -

(a) the lands which it is finally intended to constitute a forest 
reserve; 

(b) the rights which may be exercised within the proposed forest 
reserve; and 

( c) any other special conditions affecting the proposed forest 
reserve. 

(2) The notice shall be made known in the same manner as the notice 
published under section 8 and to every person who, and the representative 
of any community which, preferred any claim or in respect of which any 
claim was brought to the knowledge of the reserve settlement officer: 

16. (1) Any person who has made ,a claim on his own behalf or, where a 
ct~nihas been made on behalf of a community, the representative oft?at . 
community, may, within three months of the da~e of publication of the notice 
u~der secti<?n 15:. appeal _to . ~1e . High_ c~urt in whose_ area of juris'?ction ~~ 
pr0posed·fotest reserVe 1s situated agam~t that portion ofttie notice ~bt . · .. _· 

_.affects his claim or the claim made on behalf of the community whicn he 
' . . . . - . . . ~ 

..: . \ . t 
. ' 

' ... :.:·: _.· : · repr~s~nts. : · . 

': .· ... :·' . . 

. . . ~--~ .. - ' 
' . . ..... _.. ,. :· ;, ,-·: ... :.~ .:: 

. . . . . ~ '. 
. . ···- . 

· .. :" .}'11· 
. '· , · 

••. ·• __ .. , 'c. 

·_· . .,· 
'.'· · ·:. 
-~>·· ... 
. . -._-';;,,, 

; _' :::{~(:::"_; . · . . 



;;:;a C M • . ' 

f 
{ 

Forest (CAP.79 2303 

(2) The Chief Ju~ge of the High Court may make rules in respect of 
appeals and may 1n the rules prescribe fees to· be paid in respect of 
appeals; 

(3) The decision on appeal of the High Court shall be final. 

17. (1) After the time limited under section 16 for appealing to the High 
Court has elapsed or, if there has been an appeal, after the determination 
of the appeal, the Commissioner may. after taking into consideration the 
decision on appeal of the High Court, make an order constituting as a 
forest reserve the lands in respect of which an inquiry has been held. 

(2) The order shall set forth-
(a) the limits of the lands which constitute the forest reserve; 

and 
(b) all rights affecting the same, as set forth in the notice 

published under section 15 or established by the court 
upon appeal against such notice. 

(3) The order shall be published in the State Gazelle and made known in 
the same manner as the notice published under section 8. 

(4) From the date of the publication of the order in the State Gazette such 
lands shall be a forest reserve. 

18. (l) Any order made under se~ti?n 17 may b~ !ev~sed or modi fie? by 
the Commissioner and such rev1s1on or mod1f1cahon may be given 

retrospective effect. 

(2) [n any revision or modification made under this section the:! 
Cominissioner 1rtay, after further inquiry if such be deemed n~ccssary­

(a) · exercise the powers conferred on him by .section l4: 
(b) · . add such additional rights us he shall. consider il just nnd 

,; . ,,,,. equitable to allow notwithstanding :thatsuch right'had not .. 
been 'admitted in the notice ptibi islicd under sect ion 15_; 

{ c) . · · provide for any two or more contiguous forest reserves 
' beingjoi'ned to fo:rm bne-forest reserve.- ' . 

J . ·. ' : ··., ' .. : . 

Ordcrof 
Commissioner 
co11slitt1ti11g a 
lclrcst reservt:. 

Revision or 
modilkntion of 

~onstiluting. a 
lo~SI rt.'S('('\IC, 



UM ·. ~-..? ~. . T 

Extingujshmen 
t and revival of 
rights. 

No new rights 
to be acquired 
without 
approval in 
lands to be 
constituted a 
forest reserve. 

. ··,'. ~ . 
. -,, -. 
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19. Every right in or over land in respect of which no claim shall hav:e 
been made to the reserve settlement officer or of which no knowledg~ sh~ll 
have been acquired by that officer shall be extinguished; · 

Provided that if any person shall, within one year of the date· of th; · 
publication in the State Gazelle of the notice under section 8, claim,.·· 
and satisfy the Commissioner that he was possessed of, a right in · 
respect of which he might have made a claim and that, tb.rougb . ·· · 
ignorance of the fact that an inquiry was being held or f OT· Other . 
sufficient reason, he failed to make such claiin, the Commissionex ·. · 
may direct-
(a) that such right shall be revived; 
(b) that such right shall be modified; or 
( c) that such right shall be extinguished in accordance with the .. 

provisions of section 14. 

20. During the period between the dates of the publication under section" · 
8 of the notice of the intention to create a forest reserve and of the order · ·. . . 
under section 17 constituting the forest reserve -

(a) no right shall be acquired in or over the lands comprise~ 
within such notice otherwise than by succession or unde.r a _ 
grant or contract in writing.entered. into wit~the appr(?v·al~l · 
the Commissioner; and · 

(b) no ~et or thing shall be done in contravention of section 4~ . 
. except that any right admitteq in th~ notice published:un~(}r . ·_: '· .;: ·., 

section 15 may be exercised, to the extent and ip the 1nanner_ ; 
described therein, by the conunupities o.r petsons to whqni .: .... 
it was admitted, witp~ut: p~j~dice:. t~ . any :.subs~tj?~nt ~i~ >·. 

/ _ :· · ·.: revision or modificatio~ as provided fen iri tllis ½aw.. . · < .. ':: ·:·. ;\,·· 

t-.~~····.·· .. · 21-:<ti~till>)!t.~ .~~seot of.tlieC9;IDi~~<i.ner:~rsi·ob;r~~4,.1l~~f(···.······· .... 
it :',:a,~e~ate4 'S ·_ -be UfU~\V_filtf~r:~µy P«;~~qn tit COll]1rf,U1UJy._to t\lJ.~f;lt~, ~y.s,a,Je/).tllO~~~~~ ()! . :. : · : · , .. 
~if ) ~ttliout ,-_ · ;~a1;1s.fer;:al)y;:~.1g°:l ~j_t_te<:f 111}\Il ordef ~~de UJ~d~f:~e,qtio1i: l.7i ·.,,: .: : ... ·. ':. : .. , · \ _.? / 
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22. Any right 1·n f' . . . a orest reserve adn1i . \ 

not exercised for a per1·od ·t· tted ,nan order made section I 7 d . o ten yeats shal I be d d . . an Non-exercise 
. _ eemc to be extinguished. of rights. 

23. Provided that anothe . 1 , 
C 

· . r ng 1t of way or t . on1n11ss1oner n
1
ay by t· . wa ercourse 1s available th Rjght ofwav 

' no ice in the Enugu St t G ' e J 

way or watercourse in a fi t a e azette close any right of and ores reserve. . watercourses 
may be closed. 

24 . . Not\'v'ithstanding any customa 
the chief or head of any c . ry Law to the contrary, any person, and 
entitled to enter into a ommumty on behalf of the community. shall be 
Govenunent any land ny ~greement to grant and convey absolutely to the 
or it, which it is ro os, an any ri~hts in and over any lands, owned by him 
of this Law. p p sed to constitute a forest reserve under the provisions 

Lands and 
rights may be 
granted 
absolutely to 
Government. 

25. Th C · · · e omm1ss1oner may reqmre any person, with any necessary Marketing of 

workmen, t~ enter upo.n any lands for the purpose of erecting any beacons boundaries. 

or ~em.ar~atlng or cutting any boundary lines within and around any lands 
which 1t 1s proposed to constitute a forest reserve or a protected forest and 
ar-0und any portions of lands included as enclaves . 

. 26. The Commissioner may, by notice in the Enugu State Gazette, direct 
that, from a date named therein, any lands or any part thereof, constituted 
a forest reserve under section 1 7, shall cease to be a forest reserve or part of 

forest reserve ot part of such reserve: 

Provided-that the· rights, if any, which may have been extinguished 
therein, shall not revive in consequence of the cessation. 

PART-IV__:. ADMINiSTRATION OF FO.REST RESERVES AND 
PROTECTED FORESTS. 

power to be 
reservl!. 

· 27. The protection, control and management of forest reser,ves and . Control of · · · , d I d, d b 1 C •· · · forest rcser cs . 
protect~. forests shall be exercu,e one ·1recte y t 1c om1n1sstoncr. and protected 

forests. 

28. Whetll there i~ Rworkirig plan tl\il' Co111missiOll.er s~aH publish a notice 
· .. . . :in the State'Oaiette setting .out ~ · - _ . , . . . . 
. . . : :\· " .. :.'· ,.·': (a) ·_·. - ·. the name ~d nature of thtf working pl~.; . . ~ , , . . . . . 

. ' :.~ ~·-,·. ,,· . ... ~· .~ ·. 

Working 
plans . 



Forest produce 
required for 
public purposes 
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government 
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(b) a general description of the area covered by the working · 
plan; and 

( c) the place or places at which a copy of the plan may be 
inspected by any interested person. . . . · 

29. The Commissioner 1nay cause to be taken, fro1n any forest reserve or 
protected forest, any forest produce, which may be required for public 
purposes upon payment of a fair and reasonable price therefor, which price 
shall not exceed the amount of such fees and royalties as may be specified 
in regulations made under this Law and are generally applicable in respect 
of the reserve or protected .forest whence the forest produce was taken .. 

PART V - LOCAL GOVERNMENT PLANT A TIONs· AND . 
FOREST RESERVES 

30. At the request of a council, a forest plantation or forest reserve 
constituted under and in accordance with the provisions of the Local . · 
Government Law may on notification to the effect being published by the 
Commissioner in the State Gazette, be placed, ten1porarily, under the 
protection, control and n1anagement of the Com1nissioner. 

PART VI - LICENCES 
31. (I) The Commissioner may grant licences, in such form and on such i 

terms as he 1nay decide, for the taking of forest produce ill forest reserves. 
' ' 

(2) Except: wi\h t~e approval of the Commissioner, no licence shall b~ 

transferred. 
. ' . 

: J) ART·-V.11 ~ DISPOSAL OF· FEES AND ~OYAL TIES 



.' ~ . .. : - ·.-. 

,.· .. ,._ 
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(3) fn all other cases such royalties shall be depos·t d · . l T t· . . . . · . . 1 e In t 1e reasury o a 
cJ1stnct council 111 the name or the loc·1I cot111c· I . · 1 1 · · . . . . . . • , - 1 01 counc1 s 1avmg 

1unsd1ct1on 111 the area in trust tor and on bel1a\1' 1· I -·11 · · · -. _ . . · , o 8UC 1 v1 age com.mumty 
or group of persons as 1s specified by the Commissioner. ' 

(4) J\ local council shall not withdraw any st1m· so d. ·t d . epos1 e or pay anv 
such sum to a_ny v1lla~e • . community or group of person other than j~ 

accorda~1c_e_ w~th a direction from the Commissioner charged with 
respons1b1l 1ty for Local Government. 

(5) Bef 01~e givin~ a direction under subsection ( 4) the Commissioner shall 
consult with the inhabitants of the village, the community or the group of 
person concerned. 

PART VIII - REGULATIONS 
33. ( l) The Cotntnissioner tnay make regulations for all or any of the Power of Commissioner 

purposes following and 1nay specify the area or areas to which all or any of to make 

the regulations shall apply - regulations 

(a) providing for the management, protection and utilization of ao
d 

prescribe 

(b) 

penalties for 

forest reserve; contravention 

providing for the protection of forest produce in forest thereof. 

reserves by -
(i) prescribing the time at which and the manner in 

(ii) 

which the rights set forth in the order constituting 

the reserve may be exercised; 
prohibiting the taking or destruction of any specified 

. kind of timber or 1ninor forest produce in the 
exercise of such rights as aforesaid; and 

· (iii) - prohibiting the exercise of all or any of suph rights 
as a.forest\id-io any spt,cified part;of a forestreserve; 

{ c) .· regulating or prohibiting the:destruction _o '., orany act ~hich . 
· · m~y tend to the destruction of or. cAusc tnJ\1ry to, any torest 
produce . or forest ·.growth or fo_rcst ' property in any forest ' 
reser~e or on lands nt the :dispns~I o{ the Govermnent; · 

(dy · _ .p.rov.iding for -,the ·-confl!oL· -oT. protected- fo,~ests and- the 
. ·,, . , , ' ' protection-. ·of for~st procfuce.1-n a prote~ted forest mutatis 

,. ·_ ·muum,dis as.1f such protecte.d tbrest were.a forest reserve~ . 

,.. . , . 

'.-.·; __ ._,. 

. regul,ating _the, kindlipg of fires fot~ any purpose \Vithin a 
prot~ct~d for~'st, ot a fores-t l:~serve; and prescribing-'tli~·:· .. , ,0 . : ·,., , , _ ,, 

·. - ' '. ~ ,: . . .,, - ~ ' . . . 
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,~ ·- ., 
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(t) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

G) 

' (k) ' 

-(l) 

: ~ .: ._ ~ 

persons who may declare the period during which fires may :, · · _<:\ 
or may not be allowed for any purpose; ·_ . . .··..... 1 

prohibiting or regulating the taking of forest produce or of · '< 

any specified kind of forest produce on lands at the. disposa,I 
of the Government; 
prohibiting the possession, sale or purchase of forest · .. l 
produce, or of any specified kind of forest produce, by any ·' · :-
person other than the holders of licences and permits · J 
granted under this Law or by any other persons to,: be : 1 

' , I 

specified in the regulations; · ! 
'' ' 

regulating the grant, issue of and prescribing the form that . \ 
any lice11ce or permits may take in any particular case- _ 
(i) to take forest produce in forest reserves or on lands: 

(i) 
(ii) 

at the disposal of the Goverrunent, 
to sell or purchase forest produce, or 
to erect or operate sawn1ills or other manufacturing 
plant using wood as raw·material; 

prescribing the procedure for fixing, and making known to 
the public, the fees to be paid on the application for, and the 
grant of, any licence or permit and the royalties and fees to 

be paid by the holders thereof; 

i 

' ' 
' 

prescribing the persons who may declare any specified kind · 
of tree to be a protected tree and any specified kind of minor · · ) :. ·j · 
forest produce to be protected minor forest produce under 
this Law, and the procedure thereof; . ·. · 
providing for, and imposing conditions in re,spectofthe ' ' / ,'., ' 
collection, payment and disposal of fees, royalties. tolls and · : 
cost of survey afid,permit; . ' ' ·. ' ' ' ' ' .. ' 
providing for the cancellation~. forfeitui·~, tern1Jnatiop or .· . . , '. 

· r·.· evo?a!ion _oflic.ences. ar_1d permits;_·_ • . ·. -.. .. . · ·.· .... , .·r· of 
· :, :;: -., · (m) .· prov1d1ng for t~1e:rem1ss\on r reduct.1on by:a fp1 est officethe­

any · royalty~ tee -or toll- charged or . payable uo<ler · -
provisions of this Law· . · ·· .·· .· .· · · ' · , : • · .... · · .. ·. ·, d· ··r · .·. · . ·. ·. · ' · ·. . ., · · · · , ·· en e 
_ req~ir .. ing the_' hold,rs . ,of .licences -an~ · pen~ its . to \ for . 
. retun,s . and__ acc<;:uu:its and tb: ·subn:ut .their 009~ · · · · . 
ins:peetion; '. ' ' 

·. (n)• 
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L- . 

(o) 

(p)' 

q) 

r) 

{s ) 

(t) 

(u) 
(v) 

(w) 

(x) 

. (y) 

authorizing the payment of grams and bonuses out or the 
public te'\-enue for the cncoura2cmem of forestrv: 
regulating the collection. JJT~ion and faking of f01'C5l 
produce: 
regulating the marking of timber. the regjsuation of marks 
~d the manufacture. possession or use of marting 
mstruments: 
regulating the transit by land and water off orest produce 
and by different means and classes of tran5p0rt: 

providing for the examination. marking.. reporting or 
stoppage o f timber or other forest produce in tranSit; 
pro, i ding for the establishmenL management or control of 
checking stations to which timber or other forest produce 
shall be taken for examination by those in charge of it; and 
the conditions under which such timber or other forest 
produce shal I be brought to. stored at or removed from the 

checking stations; 
regulating the salving and disposal of drift timber, 
prohibiting any act which may cause the obstruction of any 
waterway or cause danger to navigation; 
providing for the survey. and demarcation. of any lands for 
giving effect to the purposes of this Law; 
providing for the establishment and maintenance of 
nlll'.Series and for the establishment and maintenance of 
nurseries and for the afforestation oflands~ the preservation . 
and production of forest produce~ 

, ·generally for giving effect to the purposes of this Law . 

(2) The regulations may provide that any contravention thereof 
shall be · punish~ble by, a. fine not exceeding two hundred naira or 

. . . . imprisqnment. .not exceeding twelve-010nths or· by _both sucb line. and-
... '. . . ,. '. impri~onment. ' ·. . 

. 1_-~ ,. • ., ~ ' .• •' ·• ' • - • 

~-- • • '·.: .. • ,c ··, ~ . ) ' '.' 

· 34_. Jli.e Co.mmissi.one.r-1nay. by .ootic~jn, tJ1~ State·(iuzelle,. e~cludi,ig any -· ~~wer to:. · .. · 

r>· 
; ,. ' 

fr h 
·. . . . f .. . .

1 
·., . ...A d h' ·La . · exclude area 

.area· om t . e operauon o anyrpgu at,ons rn~e uo er:t 1s . . w. . .· · : form · · . 
. regulations. , 

f ·. ._, 

• " : .;( J ., ,~.:- · ,'. ! . ' • . .. • ' • • ·_' :; ,,, : . .;~ ,{ : ·-· . . f' 

·.·,,_ , 
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Prevention 

or ortcnccs. 

Inspection of 
forest 
produce. 

Seizure of 
forest 
produce. 

PART IX - OFFENCES AND LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

35. Any forest officer, adn1inistrative officer or police officer·may prevent 
the c01n1nission of any offence under this Law. 

36. A forest officer, adn1inistrative officer or police officer may stop any­
vehicle, vessel or raft engaged in transporting or n1oving any forest produce 
on any road or inland waterway for the purpose of ir\specting the produce. 

37. (1) Any adtninistrative officer, forest officer, or police officer not below 
the rank of assistant superintendent of police, may himself, or by any person 
acting under his directions, seize any forest produce reasonably suspected of 
having been unlawfully obtained or being unlawfully removed and any 
instrument or thing reasonably suspected of having been used in the . 
commission of any offence under this Law. · 

(2) No suit shall lie against the officer, or person acting under his direction, 
in respect of any deterioration in quality or value of any ·forest produce, 
instrument or thing seized in accordance with the provisions of subse€tfon 
(1). 

(3) Where the person suspected to having committed the offence in respect 
of which the forest produce has been seized has not been ·charged and the 
offence has not been compounded as provided in s.ection46; the officer, after 
obtaining an order of a Magistrate, n1ay - . 

(a) sell such forest produce and pay to the Treasury tlie proceeds , 
thereof, after deducting the expenses of the sale; or . . . . . 

(b) . allocate such fotest produce to-the use of the G0vernn1ent;-0r ·-
. · -(c) -. destroy such forest produce. · · · 

; , ... , 
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Provided that any pe · 
I 

, son so arrested shnl I be taken before a court 
or to t 1e nearest police t r . 1 ' . s a ton w1t 1out unnecessary delay. 

39. The onus of proof tl1at c . . . , . ' any iorest produce has not been taken in 
contravent1011 of this Law shall lie upotl tl . . l . . 
th

. c. • t d . , le pet son m w 1ose possession 
e 101es pro uce 1s found. 

40. Not~ithstanding anything contained in any written Law all maps 
Plans or d1ag d b . ~ ' ' ran1s ma e Y a forest officer and approved by the Chief 
Conservator shall be ad111· 'bi · ·ct · · · . 1ss1 e 111 ev1 ence 111 any proceedmg under this 
Law 1n a court or before a reserve settlement officer. 

41. Any person who-
(a) forges or fraudulently uses, or aids or abets any person to 

forge or fraudulently use, any registered hammer or 
hammer mark or any mark used for denoting the . ~ 

ownership of any forest produce, or any other mark used 
by th~ Forest Division in connexion with the 
administration of the provisions of this Law or any mark 
similarly used by a council; or 

(b) alters, removes, destroys or defaces any such mark placed 
on forest produce or any boundary mark of a forest or of 
any lands proposed to be included in a forest, 

is guilty of an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of two hundred 
naira ~or imprisonment for two years or to both such fine and 

imprisonment. 

Ont1s of proof 

Admission in 
cvidrncc of maps 
or forest ofliccr 

offences in 
respect of 
property and 
boundary marks . 

42. Whoever, in a forest reserve, except with the authority in writing of offences in 

a forest officer. not below the rank of Assistant Conservator - · forest rcsen c. 

. . .. ·. -'(a) . takes a11y forest pr~ducer; . 
: .,- .. . · , (b j uproots, bun1s; ~trips off the bark or leaves from, or . 

. ~ .. : ; • 

otherwise _damages, any tree· · 
, .(c) · . set~ fire tOjlny grass or herbf\ge, ·or kinciles a fir~ witho~tt· 

, . ,,taking due: pre_cautio,n Jo prevent its~spreading;- . 
(d) ·· · smokes or lights afire in ai1y pm1·ofi, forest reserve within 

~hieh, or at a ti.ine when;' stuo.ki ng. or the lighting of fires 
·,: .. -is pro.hibif~d; .. · · · · · 

. . ' ~ 

.... 
. ; .· 

•' . ;·, 

... . . 
-~ .'·,·: ~ . ·,· . . ..... ' .•, . ~- .:" . .,.: .. · ., •.; . . ' ~ . : ' ··· · .. · -. . ~ _.;...:....;.;;· -... : .. s .. · · _;,..· •' ·11111.·.· · _. .. ... ra-... ··. cflll·I ... , ... 11miilli·-y111&11:·t11ir 11t1· ·1111· .t 
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(e) 
(t) 

Forest 

pastures cattle or pennits cattleto trespass; . . 
digs, C~ltS; turns 01" cultivates the soil Or make ij form or ... · 
plantation; ·. . · ·. · .· . ··.·· .· · · 

(g) 
(h) 

trespasses in any part of a forest reserve; . .. . , .. 
constructs any dan1 or weir across any river or stream or <·"·:_ :· 
otherwise obstructs the channel of any river or streani; · ·· •··· · i 
resides or erects any building~ (i) 

0) 
(k) 

hunts or fishers; 
damages; in any way, or destroys any forest property,.. 

is guilty of an offence and is on conviction liable on summary conviction to 
a fine of two hundred naira or to imprisonment for twelve months orto botn 
such fine and imprisonment and, in addition thereto, may be required bythe 
court to pay a sum equivalent to the fees and royalties payable on any forest ;: 
produce removed or damaged and also such amount, if any, as the court may 
consider just as compensation for damage done. · · 

; ·;" _-

43. Nothing in the imn1ediately preceding section shall prohibit the· · 
exercise by any person or community of any right in a forest reserve·if such 
right has been recognized in the order constituting such forest reserve except . · . · 
such right be restricted in accordance with other provisions of this Law. _ 

44. Whoever in a protected forest, except as provided in section 20 {2)or .· 
except ·with the authority in writing of a forest officer not below the rank 0t 
Assistant Conservator, does any act or thingprohibited·in atbre$treseryt!'by 
section 42, shall be liable on surrunary conviction to a fine 9fone 'httridted·: 

naira or to impri~onm~~t for- six . months or .to: ~oth su,c~ fi.~n? /~
1
~ :. 

imprisonment and 1n add1t1on thereto may be required by the·c.ourt to pa~ · 
. d l . bi l . fo)resl r>roduce sum equivalent to the ·fees at1 . 1·oya ties paya e. -0n a 1Y · · · :d . 

removed or damaged and also such ,uriount, if any, us the·courtmaycon~t er 

. :just as compensatiOJl for afry da.inage oon~e. . 
. ··' ; .. _ .. . , . 

:::-· · ·. ·· .·· · · · ··. ·.· · . · · . : · ·, ·. · . i· --" , · · 1i,f,r0vi~i'gn$ / 
.>-. . ·:·,1,-~:.·I:n -addit1onto ~mypenaltY:if11pQsedflwtu1·otlen~~agai11~t.t ·. · .P · · .······ , 
· 'ofthis::t;a~ .(lr~r~g-u:tatjo11sn)ad~1her~1.t_11d~ii);. tlje· 
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(a) the forfeiture anc~ di sposal. as the court may direct. of any 
forest produce m respect of which the offence was 

c~tnmitted, or any instruments or thin with which the 
off~nce was committed. or any instruments or thing with 
which the offence was committed· 

' (b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

the destruction of any farm or plantation made in 
contravention of section 42 in a forest reserve, or, on the 
application of the Commissioner. that the produce of the 
farm or plantation be confiscated and thereafter disposed of 
in the discretion of the commissioner· 

' 
the cancellation of any licence or permit held under this 
Law, 
that, where no licence or permit has been taken out and the 
offender should have taken out a licence or permit, a sum 
equal to the amount of the fees and royalties that should 
have been paid in respect of the licence or permit be paid to 
the authority or person who would otherwise have been 
entitled to such fee or royalty; or 
that a portion, not exceeding one half, of any fine that may 
be recovered from a person convicted by the court be paid 
to any person or persons on whose information the offence 
was detected and proved. 

· 46. ( 1) Where a person is reasonably suspected of havin~ committed an 
offence against this Law, other t~an an offence under s~ct1on 41 , _a fo~est 
after ~ot below the rank of Assistant Governor may mstead of takmg 
proceedings against that person in court, compound the ~ffence and receive 
from that person a sum of money by way of compensation for the offence 
that he is suspected of having committed. 

~ . 

(2) On such. payment being made - _- · . 
_ (a) _ - the suspected person, ifin custody, shal1 berele~sed and no 

Forest oflicer 
may compound 
offenc<.,-s. 

231J 

. , .. further pro9eedings shall be taken against that pe1;-son in 
",-.. ·: .::·: · .: .. : i-__ :· ___ -, ii · respect.of.that offence; and - · 

-- · , ·· (b) . . any -produce seized as ~cing liable to forfeiture sha'll ~ 
· i-~stor.ed and any p_roceedings pending in court in respected 

· _of~he same person on the same facts shall be withdrawn. 
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(3) The officer compounding the offence n1ay then give one or the . 
follo,ving directions - _ . · · .. -· . 

_ (a) that the full an1ount ot such con1pensat1on shall be paid int~ -_ 

Presumption as 
to ownership 
of forest 
produce. 

Defence in 
proceedings. 

Lega l 
proceedings. 

\· . 

·,:-. 

the Treasury; _ 
(b) that a portion, not exceeding half the full amount of such · 

compensation, be patd as a reward to the inforn1er, and the . 
balance paid into the Treasury 

47. When in any proceedings taken under this Law~ or in consequence of 
anything done under this Lavi a question arises as to the O\.vnership of nny · 
forest produce, such forest produce shall be presun1ed to be the property or · 
the Governinent, unless the contrary is proved. 

48. It shall be a sufficient defence to any proceedings, civil or crin1inal, . 
against any forest officer, or other person acting under the directions of the .­
Commissioner to show that the officer, or that other person, was, in good 
faith, purporting to carry out the provisions of this Law. 

49. In any proceedings for an offence against any pTovisio·n of this Law, 
the State 1nay be represented by any forest ot1icer not below the ranl_( of · : 
Assistant Conservator or by any other forest officer authorized generally or . 
specifically in relation to any particular proceedings or class of proceedings 
by writing under the hand of a forest officer not below the rank of Assista~t _ 
Conservator. 
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