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When the Commissioner may witl1draw from the acquisition of land. 

Costs. 
( I) Postponement of payment of' compensation. 
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compensation. 
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CIIAJYJ'ER L27 

PUBLI C LANDS ACQUJSITT01 LAW 

A Law to empower lhc /\c<1uisilion of Lands when required for Public 

Purposes. 

I. This 1.aw may be cite~ as the Publ ic Lands Acquisition L aw. 

In thi-; Law: 

"lands" include any estate or imerest in lands: 

"local community" means a local community i11 the S1aIe: 

"commissioner" means lhe commissioner inehargc or Lands i11 the 

Stale; 

"public purpose" includes a public purpose as hereinafter defined 

in so far as such purpose relates lo any mauer wi1h respect 10 

which the Government of Ehonyi State or Nigeria has power 10 

make laws. and also: 

(a) for exclusive Government use or f"or general public use: 

(b) for or in Connection with sanitary improvements or any 

kind, including reclamations; 

(c) for or in Connec1ion with the laying out of any 11cw town­

ship or Government station or the extension or 

improvement of any existing township or Government 

station; 

(d) for obtaining control over land contiguous to any pcm; 

(c) for obtaining control over land the value of which ,, ill be 

enhanced by the construction or any railway. road or other 

public work or convenience :ibout to be undertaken or 

provided by the Government; 

(I") for obtaining control over land required for or 111 

Connection with mining purposes; and 
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(g) 

3. ( l ) 

(2) 

4. ( I ) 

for or in Connection wi th housing estate, eco110111ic, 
industrial, or agricultural development and ror obtaining 
control over land required for or in Co1111cction with such 
purposes; 
"recognil'.Cd head chicr" means a chic!' who is recognized 
by Govcrnmenl as holding for the time being the highcst 
rank in a community under customary law. 

Where any lands in the Stale arc required for a pub! ic 
purpose of the State. the Commissioner may acquire such 
for a11 estate in fee simple or f'or a term or year!-> as he may 
think proper, paying such co11sidcra1ion or compensation as 
may be agreed upon or determined under the provisions or 
this Law. 
Where any lands arc or have been acquired under the 
provisions of this Law such lands shall , to the cx1cn1 or the 
estate or interest acquired therein. be and be deemed to 
have been State lands ror the purposes of the State I .aw 
from the date of such acquisition and may be dealt with in 
accordance with the rrovisions of that Law nol withstanding 
that the purpose for wh ich such lands were acquired has 
l':iiled or that all or any or such lands arc 110 longer required 
for the purpose for which they were acquired or arc being 
used. 
Whenever it appears 10 the Commissioner that land in any 
locality is likely to he needed for any public purpose, it 
shall be lawf'ul for any person either generally or srecially 
authori:t.cd by the Commiss ioner in this behalf and for his 
servants and workmen to do all or any of the foll owing 
things: 

(a) 10 enter upon and survey and take levels of any land 
in such loc,llity: 

(h) 
(c) 

(d) 

to dig or bore under the subsoil: 
to do all · other acls necessary 10 ascertain whether 
the land is adapted ror such purpose; and 
to clear. set oul and mark the boundarie:-. or the land 
proposed to he taken and the intended line or tht: 
work (ir ;1ny) proprn,cd to bt: made 1herco11: 

1'0,vi.:.1 of 
c·01nm1~,ut11cr 
h> :ic qu1\'c l:11al, 

l.1nth a~11111n.·d 
10 be ~1:i1c l:11111' 

l'rclin11n:11y 
rn, i.:~11~a11011 
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l'rovidcd Lltat no person shall enter i1110 any building or 

upon any c11closed Court or garden attached to a dwellino -

hou..,c (c>.ccpt ,, ith the con..,cnl or lhc occupier thcrc1~f") 

,, ithout pre,·inu<;ly g iv ing such occupier at lca<;l '>evrn clay,' 

notice of'lli:s i11tc11Lio11 to do su. 

(2) ,\ s :--0011 m, con\'cniently may he aricr any entry made under 

Mtb!-.ection ( l}, the pcr!-.011 -;o auLhOJ"i/ed as aforesaid shall 

pay for all damage done, and in case or d ispute as 10 the 

nmount Lo he paid either such person or the perso11 c laiming 

compcn:-.ation may refer Mtch dispute to the Court havin~ 

juriMliction in the place. whose decision shall he f'i11al. ~ 

Whcnc, er the Commissioner resolves that any lands arc required 

for a public purpose. l1e shall gi ve notice lo the persons interested 

or claiming to be imerestcd in such lands. or lo the persons entit led 

hy this I .aw to sell or convey the same or lo such of them a), shall 

after rea!-.onahle inquiry be known I<> him (which notice may be a-; 

in Form A in the Schedule or to the like effect). 

( 1) fL shall be lawful for the persons being seiscd. possessed or or 

entitled to any lands or any estate or interest therein. to sel l 

and convey the same lo the Commissioner . and particu larly it 

shall be lawful for all or any or lhe following persons lo -;ell 

and convey-all guardians. comllli llecs or lunatics and idiots, 

trustees for charitable or other purposes. executors and 

administrators, and all pen,ons for the time being enlillcd to 

the receipt of lhc rents and profits or any lands. 

(2) The power so to sell and convey as aforesaid 111ay lawf'ull y 

he exercised by such pet)>ons nol only on behalf' of 

thcmM.:h cs and their re!-.pcctive heir:-. exceulors. 

administrators and succc-;sors. hut also ror and on behalf of 

every person entit led in n!,cn,ion or re111aintlL:r after the111 

or in dcfeasance of their ~:-.tates. and a<; lo such guardians 

on behalf of their ,,anl'>. a, to such com111it1ce-; 011 behal f' of 

the lunatic), and idiots ot whom the) arc the co111111iltcei-. 

and a:-. to :-11<.:h tru:-.tcc:--. C\,.Xlltor, and admmi'itratm, 1111 

behalf or their , u111i quc: trw,h n:,pccti, ely lo the '-llllC 

extent as such wards. l11na1ics, idiots and n•s111i quc trust. 

rould havc exercised the :same po\\,CI.'> under thi., l..m if 

they had respccl1\'l:ly h•.:cn under no d1\ahtltl) . 

h 
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Where lands required [or public purposes arc the propcny ol ;, 

local c<>1nm1u1ily. the rccogni,cd head chic\' of such cornmuni1y 

,nay sell aml convey the same for an estate in fee ,imp\c. 

\'U\\CI , ,\ lh~,,,\ 
,;hid, lll , .. ,, 
~uni "t1n,('), 

7. 

8. 

9. 

110\w1\\lsta11<l111g any cnswrnary \aw \0 the contrary. The Cornmi<'io.'1cr n,ay by such 1101\ce af<>1·csaid or h) auy 
subsequent notice. direct the persons aforesaid to yield op 
possession of snch \a>1ds a\\cr the espiration of the 1.cr><lli 

~\llt\.~ \II 

1\\h'l\lhH\ hl 
\;.1h '-' .11u\ l'"''"' 

I() 

(2) 

(I) 

(2) 

,pcc,1'c<I in the nn1ice. , hich period shall not be less 1\»1n 
sis weeks frn,n the service or ,ucl• notice. unless the lam\ is 
urgent I) rcquirc<l \'or the puh\ic purpose. 
/\t the c,pinllion of snch period. the Cmnrnissioncr and all 
persons authorized by him shall be en1i1\cd to cnte•· i>1lO aod 
1akc possc~-;ion or such lands accordingly. 

~\.'f\ I\.C i 1 
\\\\\ h.\°' 

Every notice under sections 5 and g_ shall either he ,crvcd 
personally on the persons to he served or 1cr1 at their \.Lsl 
usnal place of abode or busi>1CSS, if any such place can al'le, 
rca._onablc inquiry he round, and in case any ~uch panic~ 

shall be ahscnl from ig,cria or ii' such partic~ or their \as\ 
usual place or abode or business af1cr reasonable inqu1rv 
c;u""''. he found. su_ch >1otice shall he lcl'l with the ocrnpi:r 
'.'1 .. _st,ch lands. or 11 there he no such occupier. shall he 
•
11
.
1 

,xcc.1 upon some con~picuorn, parl ol' such \;inc.l~. 
II a~1y such person be a corpora\ ion. companv or l'irrn ,t1ch 

no1 ,cc ,hall he lcl't al the pcincipal ofl",ce or .. • 
corpornuon. cmnpm>y or firm in • " • .. • • • • uch 

office can ahc•· reasonable "" uir h. ,,c, "'· or ,I nn such 

n pon "" n . re . . . . . I y e I ound. sha 11 1,e ,_, ' cd 
l; ll icct tll anv ) or -1ucill (' l' • 

corpor:111011. com\J'lll\ o, , .. - • : ;:::, • ' .111\, o! ,ud 1 
(3 ) 

\II . . . ,rn1 in l!!Cna. 
. 11011ce~ -;crvcd under th, •• ~ • • 

pnhhshcd "'" " ·n I.. _c prov>s><ms ol tins I a" , hall he 

I"'· ,. II' • c,\Sl u > the /.'/m11 ,·i .\I"' r , •I ,\ ,..,. ,.; " 

p•, l!\l\ I/ 

, 'I 1 • l !: 

1'!•('111. .._ 11 
'-"111!h.'t au tl 
l"d' 1',•111!,: 

wlll, 11• II •h 
\ l\1111 



) ! 

' I 

I
' 1 ;, 

I 

I 
1 

2.152 

lkcl\i,111111 

1il>sc11.:c o/' 

fl,ll IOC\ 

lfrpw1 ul 

Cio,c,11n1cn1 

oil 1c,:1 a, lo 

value o lo he 

C<1<knu: 

L'm,-:~11p1c1I 

1.ind ,111d nght~ 

01 l'I \lll'.h l:111d , 

,, . 

12. 

13. 

---= 

bclnnging lo such J)Crson, or which he is hy I his Lnw cnah/cd 10 .sell a,,c/ 

cnnvcy, 11,· if such person has '"" given sn1isfac10,y evidence in suppor1 

of his c/nim or· if scp;1r;uc nnd C<m/JicJing claims n,~ m,rdc in •~spcc1 of 

lhc s.unc land.,. lhc ,unoum of comrcnsatioo due. if any, ar,c/ cvc,y .,uch 

case or disprncd in1c,·cs1 or lit/c shall he scll/cd hy the 1/igh Cnun. 

which Cnun shall hnvc j uri.sdiclion to hcnr and determine in nil cases 

mcntioocd in this section upon a summnns lakcn 001 hy the 

Commissioocr, or any person holding or claiming any cstnic or interest 

l'uhlic '-'ll1d.1· l kquisitio11 l .m,, / Ct\l'. 127 / 

in a II y I ands named in ;my •101 ice a lorcsaid, o,· enabled or claiming I o he 

enabled by this Law to sell and convey lhc same. 

W/rcrc any rcr.,1111 upnn whom a summons has hccn served shall not 

nppcar at the l ime appointed, a decision may he gi ven c.r pane upon 

hc,r·ing lhc evidence adduced; and such decision shall he as effectual 

as i r gi veil afler hearing in lhc rrescnec or such person. 

( I ) 

The wri11cn report of irny officer a11achcd 10 lhc Minisi,·ics 

respon.';ib!e for Works, 1.ands, Survey, J\gricu/turc, or 

Forestry as 111 1he value of the lands or or any buildings or 

trees or crops rhereon shall be evidence thereof. 
(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

( I ) 

(2) 

Such ornccr may, on giving three days· notice in Wr-iting 10 

the occopicr. enter upon any such lands o,· into any building., 

thereon for the purpose or asc.:cnaining the value of such land 

and tJ1c buildings, trees ancl crors thereon. 

Any party having an interest in such land, may call sue/, 

officer as a witness, and may also adduce any other cvrclencc 

·1s lo value. 
. 

-'n,c report of such officer may be proved by a copy hcrcol 

under his hand. . b re, uircd 

Proof of' rhc signature ol such copy slrnll ~0 1 c I . . • 

unless lhc Courr sees reason Lo doubr Ilic gcnurncncss ther eof. 

• h II be ·1w ardcd in respect of unoccupied 
No compe11sa11011 s a ' • 

land. 
llltnil y h·is during the five I 

erson or ·111y <.:omr • · ' · r 
Where any p • ' 1· . rl c public:llion of notrcc o I 
Y

ears i1111ncdia1cly precc( ing_ ,d . iy rights or fishing, 

• • • • •c exercise <1r · . 

i111cnL1011 lo <1cqu11 • II ·t'on or uncultivared produce 

huntino t!f"a;,.ing or lhc co cc r . e sh·1ll not have the, 

.::,• ..... • d I· nd such excrc1s . < I / 

over unoccup1c a , • . d I· id to be dcc1rn:d l o 1e 

~ffcct o f causing such unoccup,c '" I 
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14. 

15. 

occupied but such person or community shall be entitled to 

compensation in respect of the rights extinguished by the 

acquisition, and in default of agreement as to the amount of 

such compensation the Court may award such compensation 

as it deems reasonnblc and where such rights so extinguished 

were communal, the compensation shall be paid into the 

revenue of the Local Government Council concerned. 

(3) For the purposes of this Law, land shall be deemed to be 

unoccupied land where it is not proved that the beneficial 

use thereof for cultivation, habitation, the collection or 

storage of water or for any industrial purpose has been had 

for a continuous period of at least twelve months in the 

period of seven years immediately prior to the publication 

of notice of intention to acquire: 

Provided that where any person proves that he has been 

settled on land otherwise unoccupied, for a period of six 

•~~-n~hs prior to such date with the intention of permanent! y 

1es1dmg thereon, the area occupied by such person shall be 

deemed to be occupied land. 

No person shall at , t" b . 
Comm· .. · • any rmc e required to sell or convey lo the 

rssroner a part only of any h . h . . 

iJCrson be \\'ill i11 ,· J11d .ibl l ·I' Jouse or ot er building if such 

b "' u Ii~ , .in <-u11vt:y ll1t: whole thcreo1 

ln estimating the compensation to b · 
estate or in1erest th . • e give for any lands o 

h 
• erem or for an r any 

s all act on the foll · . . Y mesnc profits thereof lh c 
(a) owing pnncrples· • e ourt 

no allowance sh·lll b •• 
b • • < e made on ace 

(b) crng compulsory; ount of the :1cquisi1ion 

the value of lhe land . . 
,,., h . , cst<1tc inte 
,.., eremaflcr . , rest or prof' . , 

such lands es~:ov1?ed, be taken to be the!l: sh,11J, subj ect 

market b ,' • . . c, llllcrest or, profit .f mount which 

(c) y a W!/l111g seller . s J sold in the 

where part <>nl f might be expected 1 
. open 

belonging to . y o the lands, cs raic . o realise; 

h. any person • , mtcrcst O . 

I 1s l ,aw Ilic C • • is acquired unde I 
r prof11 

f h , oun may I k . rt 1e prov· • 

o t e value of the < . a c rmo account an is1ons of 

any improvements residue by reason of lh y enha~ccment 

made or const111ctcd o~y :r~ made or const~:i;~x1mity of 

c ovcrnment; and or lo be 

-- -
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16. 

17. 

(d) 
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!he Cour, may have regard no1 only lo the v11/uc of the 

lands, estate, interest or profits lo be acquired hut also 10 

the damage if any, 10 be sustained hy !he owner by ,·cason 

of the severance or such lands from Other lands belonging 

10 such owner or olher injurious circumstances af/Cctiug 

such other lands by such acquisition: 

Provided thar lhc Cour, in estimating such compensation, 

shall assess IJ,e same according 10 w/1a1 it finds to have 

been !he va/uc of sue/, lands, estate, interest or profits or the 

lime wheo notice of i111enlion to acquire was served and 

wirJ1ow regard lo any improvcmcnrs or works made or 

consu·uctcd or to be made or constructed !hereafter on such 

lands; And provided further !hat where any of !he Nigerian 

Military Forces or any Mioi.11,y or non-Ministerial dcpartmenr 

or Govcrnmenr has been in pos.sc.ssion of .such land by virtue 

of a lillc, less lhan a Ice simple compcnsarion shall he 

csrimatcd without regard lo aoy increase in value on accounr 

or works constructed or orhcr improvemenrs on or lo such 

lands by ,my of the Nigerian Military !'orccs or by the 

Minis1ry or non-Ministerial dcpanrncm of C,ovcrnmcn1. 

If ·my· / andS required for pub I ic purposes not being s i_<uar c . i_n ; 

< • .d d b t.he land taken as lo leave a piece o 

town shall be so div, e Y 'f lh, • of the land so 
h h· If an acre and J e owne, 

land of less area l an a ' .,~ the same together with the 

• h C' mmissioner lo l<Ul.e · h II 

left requ,rcs I c 
O 

• • • • : !he Commissioner s ' 

Olhcr land required l_or public pmbos~:ner thereof has other /ond 

take the same accordingly, unless .'. c c·m be rhrown, "' as to he 

• • • thereto into which Lhe s<1111e ' 
acJJcHnmg h ·ih 

conveniently occupied l erew1 . 

[ • notice under ' • • ursuance o a h 
Commissioner has m p • I· ,ds the Court may 

When t c d • lo possession of any aid '. nd to all purtics 

• 8 cnlcrc m 1· •uch Ian s a . c 

scctron • the owner o s . f ·ents ·md mcsn 

• • ensat,on < 
0 

. · for loss o 
1 

· •. . 

·1warcl comp • ·,11terest the1em C nmissroner so 

' cswtc OJ · the OJ .. 

entitled Lo any • • • • d between the tune I· ·cmsideration due 

• 1· • the J)CJJO · when l 1e c r 1 

profll. OJ •• • nd the tune . •,1cd thereto. o 

cn1crcd into possc'.'1'.:~•b~cn paid to the p~·so;~cc;,':visions of this I 

der an agrccmcn • . 'd into Court un e r / I 
un • c11su1.ion has been pat 
comp · 
Law. 
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18. 

19. 

20. 

(J) 

(2) 

Nothing in 1nis Law shall be taken to comI?~I the 
Commissioner to complete the acquisition of any land 
unless he shall have entered into possession of the land or 
has failed within one momh 

1
of the judgment of the Court to 

intimate to the Court that he docs not intend to proceed 
with the acquisition: Provided , however, that the owner or 
the land and all persons entitled to any estate or interest in 
the land shall be entitled to receive from the Government 
all such costs as may have been incurred by them by reason 
or in consequence of the proceedings for acquisition, and 
compensation for the damage (if any) which they may have 
sustained by reason or in consequence of the notice of 
intended acquisition. 
The amount of such costs and compensation, if not agreed 
upon, shall be determined by the High Court. 

In any proceedings under this Law, to which the Government is a 
party, the parties thereto shall be ent itled to .receive costs against 
each other in the same manner as if such proceedings were 
conducted and had between subject and subject , and every sum 
directed to be paid by the Government as costs shall upon 
production of an office copy of the order of the Court be paid by 
the /\eeountant-Generul: Provided that where the amount awarded 
by the Court as the cons ideration or compensation due to the 
owner of any estate or interest in any lands, taken for pub I ic 
purposes, docs not exceed the sum offered by the Commissioner 
to such person as consideration or compensation for such estate or 
interest, such person shall pay the costs of all proceedings under 
section 10 rendered necessary by Lhc action of such persbn. 

( 1) The decision of lhc High Court, or the Court of J\.ppcal, 
where appeal has been taken, respecting any compensation 
or any question of disputed interest or title, shall be final 
and conclusive as respects' all parties upon whom 
summonses have been served as aforesaid, or- who have 
appeared and claimed or on whose behalf any person, 
having authority to that effect, has claimed any lands or any 
interest therein, but it shall be lawful for persons upon 
whom summonses have not been served, or who have not 
appeared or claimed, or on whose behalf no claim has been 

2355 

When 1hc 
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21. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Public IA11ds Acquisition I.Aw (CAP. 127J 

made, 10 make a claim al any time wi1hin one year alkr the 

dale of the final decision; and in all cases where any 

compensation bas been awarded, whether the same be in 

the form of a sum of money or an annual rent, the amount 

thereof or such part thereof as shall be payable within the 

said period of one year shall be paid into Court (except 

where a valid wriuen title lo the land shall be delivered) 

and shall not be paid out of Courl until the said period of 

one year shall have elapsed from the date of such final 

decision, afler which upon application to the Court by any 

person claiming as aforesaid to be interested therein it may 

be paid to whomsoever the Court may direct. 

The payment into Court as aforesaid, and where the 

compensation is in the form of rent 1he payment, af1er the said 

period of one' year shall have elapsed, by the Commissioner 

of such rent as it accrues due to the parties who have appeared 

by the judgmcnl of the Court Lo have the best right thereto 

shall operate as a complete discharge and acquillancc of the 

Commissioner of all claims in respect of such lands but shall 

not hinder any subsequent proceedings by any person 

claiming to have a better right thereto against the person to 

whom such payment has been made. 

/\ny person claiming to be interested in any compensation 

paid into Court (such compensation or some pnrl thereof 

not having been paid out of court) may within three years 

from the date or the final decision and not after claim that 

such compensation or any part thereof be paid to him. 

/\II claims for compensation to be paid out of court, made 

after twelve momhs shall have elapsed after the final 

decision of the court, shall be made by notice of motion 

served upon the Commissioner in the manner provided by 

tJ1c rules of Court for the time being in force regulating the 

service of motions, and supported by an affidavit staling the 

grounds on which the claim is based. 

The Commissioner shall have the right to appear against 

the motion. 
) 
I 

Jf any question arises respecting the title to the lands to be acquired 

under this Law, the parties in possession as being the owners 
I 

I 
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23. 

24. 

25. 

lhercof, or in receipt of the rents of such lands as being entitled thereto al the time of such lands being purchased or taken, shall be deemed to have been lawfully entitled to such land. , unless the contrary be shown to the satisfaction of the court; and they and all parties claiming under them or consistently with their possession shall be deemed entitled 10 the consideration or compensation money, but with0ti1 prejudice to any subsequent. proceedings against such parlics at the instance of any person claiming to have a better right thereto. 

The payment to any person to whom any consideration or compensation shall be paid or the .payment in 10 Court of any compensation upon a decision of the Court, sha ll effectually discharge the Commissioner from se.cing to the applicat ion or being answerable for the misapplication thereof: 

Provided that where any person is in possession in virtue of any estate less than an estate of inheritance, or where any person is in possession in any fiduciary or representative character, the Commissioner may pay such consideration or compensation 10 such persons and in such proportions and instalments and after such notices as the CoDrt may direct. 

Where any corn,ideration or compensation shall be paid 10 a recognized head chief in respect of' any lands which arc the property or a local community, such consideration or compensatioi:i shall be distributed by him among the members of such community, or applied or used for their benefit in such proportions and in such manner as the Commissioner shall approve. 

Conveyances of lands acquired under this Law may be as in Form B or C in the Schedule, or as near thereto as the circumstances of the case will admit. 

The Commiss ioner . may at any time after the expiration of six weeks from the date of the service and publ ication of the notice mentioned in section 5, apply ex parte by summons 10 the I l igh Court for a certificate of title to the whole or any pan of the lands described in such notice and upon such application the Court shall. 

-'---------------------------

-.l.) I 
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fonns I' and G 

27. 

28. 

29. 

l'11blic l.t111d.\· Acq11isitio11 h1w I CA I'. 1271 

upon proof of the service ancl publica1 ion of the said 1101 ice. grant a 

certificate of tille as in Form D in the Schedule or to the like effect. 

to the whole of the lands described in such notice or to that part 

thereof in respect of which the applic::ition is made, which 

certificate shall not he questioned or defcasiblc by reason of any 

irregularity or error or defect in the notice or want of notice. or of 

any other irregular ity, error or defect in the proceedings previous 

to the obtaining of such certificate. 

Every convcyuncc nml ccrtificuLe o f Li Lie granted under 1his Law shall 

he filed in the appropriate onice of the M inistry of Lands, Survey and 

Town Planning, and every such conveyance or certificate or title shall 

confer on the Governor in trust for thG Government of Ebonyi State of 

Nigeria, the estate or intere. t comprised or referred to therein against 

all persons, free from all adverse or competing rights. titles, interests, 

trusts. cla ims and demands whatsoever, subject to the terms and 

conditions, if any, therein mentioned. 

If' any person hinders or obstructs any person duly authoril'.ccl by 

the Commissioner from entering upon and taking possession of 

any lands in which the Commissioner may lawful ly enter in 

pursuance of this Law, the Commissioner may apply ex parte at 

any time to any Court for a writ of possession and such Cowt may 

thereupon upon proof or the service and publ ication or the notices 

mentioned in sections· 5 and 8, issue a writ of possession (which 

may be as in Form E in the Schedule), addressed to the sheriff 

under which any officer of the sheriff or pol ice officer may 

forthwith eject any person so withholding possession. 

Every person who shall wi l fully hinder or obstruct any person duly 

authorized by the Commissioner from entering upon or taking, 

posses ·ion of or using any land in pursuance of the provisions of 

this Law; or who shall molest, hinder or obstruct such person when 

i11 possession of such lands, or shall hinder or obstruct any officer' 

of the sheriff or police officer when executing a writ or possess ion 

shal l he liable on summary conviction before any Court to a fine o 1 

Six Thousand Naira o'r to imprisonment for three months. 

Summonses shall be as in form F. or G in the Schedule, or to a I ikc 

effect. 
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30. l ivery summons taken out by the Commissioner for the purpose of deLermining the amounl of compensation or 1he consideration ro be paid, shall state the amount of 1he consideraLion or compensation which the Commissioner is w illing to pay for the lands to which the summons relates. and when pan only of the lands belonging to any person is required, such summons shall also slate the sum. if any. allowed in es1imating such amount, for cnhancemenl of the value of the residue of such lands. 
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S111111110 11w, tu 
~talc alll(Hll ll 
C o 111m1~,10 11c1 

" "ithn~ to 

3 I. The fact that a notice has been served upon any person under sc,v,cc 
01 

section 5 or 8 shall 1101 be Laken as an admission by the 11011.:c 1101 a11 Comrnissioncr that 1he person on whom such not ice has been .u1rms~
10 11 0 1 

lllll"ll:, 1. 
served or any other person has any estate or interest in the land or any part or the lane.I specified in the notice, or debar the Commissioner from alleging in any proceedings under this L aw or 01hcrwisc that such land is State land. 

SCI IEOtJL E 
1·1; 111.1c l. ,\ 1 IJ:-, /\L(..! ISITIO LA W 

(/:'lnmyi State of Nii;eria) 
FORM A No1ice is hereby given that 1he following lands (descrihe lands. xivinK 111ea.rnre111enIs {//1(/ 

showing /Jowuluries wh1·11e1•,·r pmnicohlt•) arc required by 1hc Commissioner for puhlie purpw.cs ahsolu1ely (or f or t1 remr of yc•ars. or for so /011;; as rhe .w111e 11wy lie 11sed for /111/J/it· /1111"/JO.\'CS). 

/\II\ per,nn d:1i111i11'._' ,,, h:11 c ,Ill) 11,:lit "1 III1i.:Ic,1 111 1hi.: said land is required wi1hin six weeks from 1hc dale of 1hi~ notin.: 10 ~i.:11d IO 1he Cornmis,ioner a s1a1cme111 ol hb righl .111d i111cn·,1 and ot 1hi.: evidem:c 1hc1cnl. .ind ol any daim made by him in resrecl o f such rig.hi or in,ercst. 

The Commissioner is willing 111 tIea1 101 1h1: acquisilion or IIH; said lands. Lands in re,pecl o f which 110 s1.11cmc111 i, received ,nc l iable to he deal! wi1h as unoccupied lands. /\ncl nn1ice is also hereby given 1ha1 Ihe Commissioner intends to i.:ntc1 in10 possession of the said lands at 1he cxpira1ion o f . . . ... .... ....... .. .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. . . weeks from 1hc date of 1 his 1101 ice. 

/\ ny person who shall wilfully hinder or obs1ruct the Commissioner or any person cmployecl by him from iaking possession o f 1he said lands is liable under 1he provision\ of 1hc l.aw above 111cn1ioncd 1111 convic1ion 10 a fine o f Six Thou,aml Nairn or 10 impriSOlllllCll l for three llllHllhs . 

The .. ... . ... . . ... .... day 01 . .... .. . •.. .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. ....... • 20 ... .... ............. . 

Commissi<1111•r 

Scc 1w11 S 
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Sec11011 2·1 . 

Section 2'1. 
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SCHEDULE - continued 
PUBLIC LANDS ACQUISITION LAW 

(Ebonyi State of Nigeria) 

FORM B 
Co11l'eya11ce of Lmul i11 Fee Simple 

This Deed mark the ............. ......... . .. ..... ... .. . day of. . .... ... .... . .............. 20 ••••• 
between .. .. . .. . . .. ...... . .. ............ . hereinafter called the grantor of the one part and 
..... .. ... . . ......... .. .. ....... . ...... . the Governor of Ebonyi State of Nigeria(who together 
with his successors in office is hereinafter called the Governor) or the other pan 
Witncsselh that in consideration or the sum or.. .................................. ........................ (the 
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged) the grantor doth hereby convey to the Governor 
/\ II (descrihl' p remises to be conveyed and refer 10 p /011 to be endorsed 011 or 01111e,rnd /0 

deed). To r Jold the premises to the use of the Government of Ebonyi State or Nigeria for 

ever. 

In Witness whereof the said .... . .. ... .. ... .... . ... .... .... .. .. ... .. .. . .. .. has hereunto set his 
hand and seal (or •·made his mark and set his seal" as the case may be) the day and year 
above wrillen and lhe said . .. . . . ..... . . . .. .. . . ... . ... ... .. .. . . .... ... has hereunto set his hand 
and cau~cd lhe Sea\ or Ebonyi State of Nigeria to be affixed thc ........................ day 

ot'. . . .... . •;· ·· · ·· 20 .......... .. 

Signed, scaled and } 
delivered by the above 
nameci 

sig11a t11 re of 
Gran tor) 

(seal of 

(seal of 
Gran/or) 

(sig11nt11re of 
Govemor) Ebony i Sw te of Nigerin) 

PUBLI C LANDS ACQUISITION LAW 
(Ebo11yi State of N,igeria) 

FORMC 

Co11vcya11re of Lo11ds for a term of Yea r .1· 

T his D eed made the ........ .. ....... . .... .. .. . ....... day of ..... .. ... . .... .. ... ~ .. . 
20 .. ... ... ....... between . ....... .. .... .. . . .. ......... ..... ...... . .. .. (hereinafter called he 
lessor) of the one part and Governor of Ebonyi State of Nigeria(who together with is 
successors in office is hereinafter called the Governor) of the other part Witnesscth thal in 

I 

I 

I 

l ,µ 

I 
I 
l 
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cooside<>l ion of I he , n nu, I ,c nl n r. ..... . .... . .....•• •••••••••••• •• ••••• 10 be '"' id h y I h< 

Go,emor ,s,hc,cinof1c< mcnlioncd, 1hc \csso< dolh he<cby con"'Y 10 1hc {in,crn1>< All 

(de><·>ibe ,,..,.,;.«.< ,n I>< ,o,.,eyed ""d >'fe> ,a pla" 10 be ,,.do"'" " " o, """'·"" w 

,1,«I\ To llnid 1he sc,id p,cmis~< in 1<0SI for 1he Go,cmmenl of E\,nnyi Sial< of Nigc<i, 

fm , 1«m of. ............... Y""· he 1hc Go,cmor yielding ,nd poying m 1he lcssm- 1hc 

,nnool rcnl nf .......................... hy (s1,ie ins1a\mcn1S if ,ny\ hcnccforlh on (s1,1e r\,yc\ 

dear of all wxc~ anti dedu1:lion~. 
In Wiu,c» whe<cnf 1he said .... . . .. . .. . ....... ....••• •• •• ••••••• h" hc«nnlo ,cl his h,nd ,nd 

"'' I»> ··,o"le hi> m..rk ,nd ,c1 hi< sc,r· n, ''",,,,. may b,\ 1he d•Y ,nd 1hc year ,\,n" 

mcoiioned. ,nd 1hc s,id hOS he1eon1<> ,cl hi> hond ond c,uscd 1hc Scol of Ebonyi "'"" ol 

Nigcri" 1<> he ,rr,ml Ihe ........ ...................... .. .••••••••••••• ••• d,y of •••••••• •••••• ••• •• 
20 ........... . 

Signed. ~ca\cc\ and 1 delivered by the above named 

(SixlJ{1l1tre of 
Governor) 

SCI \P.Dlll ,E cn11ti1111ed Form C-co11 ri1111etl 

PUHLIC 1_,ANl~S ACQUISITION LAW (l:hony1 State of Nigeria) FOR.MD (Seal of Court .) 

(Scol of 
lessor) 

h ;, hc,chy cc,1/C.cd 1h·n 
Cmifi<a" of"/il/o 

11remi.1(•~ w be art ,,;,.;d pu1 ~11ar~l to the l'ublic Lands /\cc uis· • 

together with ·tll ~. . "."d rejer tu ,,1"11 10 be emlorse 11 • tllon Law. all (describe 1l1e 

C 
' ,y,. ngln, ·md 

' OH a,·"""' ·e I 

,ovc1 nm of Ebonyi St· I : . appurtenance~ thcrcl< b l • .~ l 10 <'ertificate) 

Ni,. ·. ,· · •1 c ot Ni••et •• • • i e onglll" • • 

gen,, or eve, (or r . ."" i., m trw,l for lh. G e .trc vcsu.:d in 1hc 

lwl. 
or ,, 1cnn ol. . 

c n,crnmcnl ol FI • • 

· · · · . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• 

1011
Y' Stale of 

l),icd 1hc. ....... 

•• ••••••• • ••• yms. a.r the ea.« ma)' 
·•••••• ••••• · · · · · · · · ··· ·· · - . .. day of. ···· ·· .. ····· ............. , 10 ···•••••••••••••• ···•••••••••••••••• (Signature nf·j·;

1
~j~~)················ •··•······· 

236\ 

Sccuun '.!5 
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Scuion 27 
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l'tmuc LANo s "-CQu1s n10N LA w 
( Ebony; Stmc of Nigeria) 

FORME 

To rhc Sheri ff. 
Form of Writ of Possession 

Whc""·' " ' "'nliog 10 lhc pn,-,sions of lhc Public Lauds /\cqu;,;1 ioo I ~w. lhc 

Commis.,iouc, i., Cnli1IOO lo ca1" upon aad lake po""-',ion of , 11 lho,c '""d., (de.•cdhe 

lr111t/s). 

These "e 1he,e1Q,c 10 comm,md you 10 p"1 Ihc Commi,,;onc, o, any """"o employed 

by him in th,11 behalf in pos.~cssion of lhc said lands. 

•••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••····························
·········· 

(Signmure of J11tfge or Magistraie) 

SCI IlWULE-continucd 

PUHi.iC J.ANDS ACQUISITION I.AW 

(Hhonyi State of Nigeria) 

FOR:\1 F 

Form of S11111111011s 

'fllJ•: IUGJJ COURT OF EHONYJ STATE OF NIGERIA 

In rhc ma11cr of rhc Public I .and~ /\cquisirion I .aw. 

h day of. .. . .... ... . . . 
• • 

.. . on I c... .......... .. .. .... 
. . 

l.ci "" panoc, ,ucnd " •• ·: •• •••••••••• ••••• ••• • • • oooo oo the hcadog of'" applocauun_u" 

20 •••••••• •••••• " o·dod m lhc.. ... •• •• • • •• • •• • • •• • f," ,he de1c,mioa1i,m or lhe lnlluwm, 

lhc pan of .............................
.... . . .. .......... . 

q ucs lionsc 

and 

t"rlcd to the lands siruarcd at........................... . 

• • e o ) the = r~ons en , f 20 .. ... .. ... .. a 

(Stale qne.moo, . ·o• ,.. . ..... day O • • • • · · · · · · · · · · · ·· . 

d .bed in a nolicc dated lhe •••• ••• ••••••••••••• ( comf'<nsa(ion payable lhcrclo,. onhc 

.i m ~hcrcof is ;>Uachcd hcrclo. and lhc omonn1 " . .. . · ·· · ··P"id io10 Coun undc, ,n o,d~.l 

c PY • • lhc sum of.................. .... . . ........ 211 ............ . ·: · 

f'<"oos cntnlcd "' • ••••••• ••• day of ..•. · · ············· ,od dc.scdhcd m 'I 

d,ucd 1hc. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • :d • ;-;,: ;;;; • ;;;d, ,;1 uaic ,u • • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ........ 20 ..... • • • .. 

compcnsalion IO be par < . .. ........ . .. . day of .. •· ... ··········· .. .. 

1101 ice dared lhcf· :,~. ;~;;~h~d ·h~·;~;~: as the case may be. d o•r the questions to h<; 

• y whc,cu ., 
. . , 

0

,. one , ,-,, 

.i <:Op 
l'J) ' the Co1111111ssw11e I · described ;,, the no , I 

• rake11 our · 1 ,: any /all( .1 

\Vhen 1he s1111111w 11s ,s if co111pe11sa1io11 10 be µau i or 

' Pcided is the a11101111~ o · J,· ~hall be added: 

' I , rr f/01V111g IVOI( · 
rejerrerl to. I It J<I 
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The Commi).sioner is willing to pay as compensation the sum of. ........................... ....... . 

Ami where .rnr·I, lands are part only of the la11tl.1· helo11gi11g to tlw per.l'nn entitled or rlai111i11g tu be elllitled to .rnc:h la11tl.1'. a11d the residue of such lands. in the opi11io11 of the Co111111issio11er . will IJ/' or has l1re11 1•11hn11ced in value hy the proximity of tlte i1111now111e11ts or work.1· made or ro11strurtetl or to be made or co11sImr1<•tl by tire Cim•er1111w11t. tlte Jollowi11,: word.,· slta/1 also be added: 

The said sum of. .. ............................ is made up as follows: 
Gross value of the lands <lcscrihcd in the notice aforesaid .. . N 
l)cduc1ion for enhancement 111' value of residue or such lands ~ 
Compensation which the Commis~ioner i~ willing to pay . . . . . . N 

N.B.-lf the person cnlilcd or claiming to he entitled to the lands is willing to accept the compensation above mentioned, he shal l notify his assent to the Commissioner on ur before lhe day of. .......................... , 20 ............. If such person is unwilling to accept such compc11s:11ion he shall on or before lhc said day inform 1he Commissioner of lhc :11noun1 which he is will ing 10 accept. anti whelher. in estimating sm.:h amount. he has allowed any sum for cnhanc.:emenl of any residue or lhc lands, and, if so. 1he amount of the sum allowed. 

If any person fail to comply with these instrnctions, the Court may order 

him to pay the costs or the proceedings. 

l)ated tl1c ... . ......... ..... day of ..... .. ..... . ................... , 20 ... ........ . 

(SiK11a111re of J11dgc) 

This summons wa:. taken out by ..... .......................... .' ........................................................ .. 

To .............................................................................. ....... ............................................ .... ..... . 
(/11.\'/' rt 11r11111•s 11/ 111/ 11c,rIies i11terestl'tl i11 q11<·.,·tio11s to he del'iif,,rJ) 

L..)l).) 
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PUBLIC LANDS ACQUISITION LAW 

(Hlumyi State of Nigeria) 

FORMG 

Form of ex par/e S 111111110 11.1· 

IN TI IE I JIGI I COURT OF EBONYl ST/\TE 0 11 NlGERI/\ 

In the matter of' the Public Lands /\cquistion Law. 

I .et all· parties rnm:erned aucnd at. ....... ...... . .............. on the ....... .. .... .. ..... .. ..... clay 
of. .. ... . .. . .... ....... . . . ... . . . .... .. . 20 ..... .......... , at .... ... .......... .. ........... o'clock in 
the .... ............. ....... mHm on the hearing of an application on the part of the 
Commissioner charged with' responsibility for Lands for (state the objct:t of the 
applit:ation, e.g .. Grant by Court of Certificate of Title to the lands described in i.l notice 
dated the ......... ......... .. ... .... day of .. .. ..... ...... .... .... ...... , 20 ...... . .. ...... a copy 
whereDI' is attached hereto, or a writ of possession to the Commissioner or any person 
employed by him of the lands described in a notice dated the..................... clay 
nr.. . . ....... .. .... . .. .. .20 .. .. .. , a copy whereof is allached hereto. as !he caxe may 

/Je). 

Dated the ............... day of. ...... . ..... . . ..... ...... ... .. , 20 . ... . ... .. .. .. ....... .. 

·· ·········· ·· ··· ···· ·••••••••• ••••••• ••• ••• •••••• •• 
(Sig11a111re of Judge or Magism11e) 

. -


