Reprint 3 September 2007

Water Conservation (Rangitikei River) Order 1993
(SR 1993/15)

Note
This order is administered in the Ministry for the Environment.

PURSUANT to section 214 of the Resource Management Act 1991, Her Excellency the Governor-
General, acting by and with the advice and consent of the Executive Council, hereby makes the
following order.
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1 Title and commencement
e (1) This order may be cited as the Water Conservation (Rangitikei River) Order 1993.
(2) This order shall come into force on the 28th day after the date of its notification in the
Gazette.

2 Interpretation
e In this order, unless the context otherwise requires,—
Act means the Resource Management Act 1991
Middle River means—

o (a) The Rangitikei River itself from its confluence with the Makahikatoa Stream
(approximate map reference Infomap 260 U21/725 888) to the Mangarere Bridge
(approximate map reference Infomap 260 T22/483 496); and

o (b) The Whakaurekau River plus all its tributaries and the Kawhatau River plus its
following tributaries, namely, the Pouranaki River and the Mangakokeke Stream:

River flow means for any given point on the Middle River and Upper River—

o (a) The mean daily flow occurring at that point; plus

o (b) The sum of abstractions from the Upper and Middle River upstream of that given
point expressed as a daily mean, but not including any abstraction from the
Moawhango River at the Moawhango Dam (approximate map reference Infomap 260
T20/471 962) for hydro-electric power generation purposes:

Upper River means—

o (a) The Rangitikei River itself from its source (approximate map reference Infomap
260 U19/723 313) to its confluence with the Makahikatoa Stream (approximate map
reference Infomap 260 U21/725 888); and

o (b) All rivers and streams contributing water to the Rangitikei River upstream of that
confluence.



3 Outstanding characteristics and features

(1) It is hereby declared that the Upper River includes and provides for—
o (a) Outstanding wild and scenic characteristics; and
o (b) Outstanding recreational, fisheries, and wildlife habitat features.
(2) It is hereby declared that the Middle River includes and provides for—
o (a) Outstanding scenic characteristics; and
o (b) Outstanding recreational and fisheries features.

4 Waters to be protected

Because of the outstanding characteristics and features specified in clause 3 of this order, the
waters of the Upper River and Middle River are, subject to clause 5 of this order, to be
protected as follows:

o (a) The quantity and rate of flow of natural water in the Upper River shall be retained
in its natural state:

o (b) The rate of flow of the natural waters at any point in the Middle River shall not be
less than 95 percent of the river flow at that point:

o (c) Resource consents under the Act shall not be granted to dam the Upper River or
the Middle River:

o (d) Resource consents under the Act shall not be granted to construct any dam
downstream of the Middle River, which has the effect of impounding water in the
Middle River upstream of the confluence with the Hautapu River:

o (e) In granting any resource consents under the Act or making a rule in a regional
plan, in respect of the Upper River or the Middle River, the regional council shall
ensure that, after allowing for reasonable mixing of the discharge with the receiving
water,—

= (i) The natural water temperature shall not be changed by more than 3 degrees
Celsius; and

= (ii) The acidity or alkalinity of the water as measured by the pH shall be
within the range of 6.0 to 9.0; and within that range the natural pH of the
water shall not be changed by more than 1.0 unit; and

= (iii) The concentration of dissolved oxygen shall be not less than 80 percent of
saturation concentration; and

= (iv) There shall be no undesirable biological growths attributable to
contaminants.

5 Scope of order

(1) Nothing in this order shall be construed as limiting any right to the use of water for
domestic needs, for the needs of animals, and for or in connection with fire-fighting purposes.
(2) Nothing in this order shall prevent the renewal of any general authorisation granted under
section 22 of the Water and Soil Conservation Act 1967 and deemed to be a provision of a
regional plan under section 368 of the Act, or any resource consent under the Act which is
current on the commencement of this order, or the granting of resource consents under the Act
in substitution for existing use rights which are current on the commencement of this order.
(3) Nothing in this order shall prevent the granting of resource consents under the Act, or the
making of rules in regional plans, in respect of the Upper River or the Middle River, for the
purposes of—
o (a) Research into, and enhancement of, fisheries and wildlife habitats; or
o (b) Maintenance and protection of roads, bridges, and other necessary public utilities;
or
o (c) Soil conservation, rivers control, or other activities undertaken pursuant to the Soil
Conservation and Rivers Control Act 1941.
(4) Nothing in this order shall prevent the granting of resource consents under the Act for the
construction of any dam downstream from the Middle River which has the effect of


http://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/1993/0015/latest/whole.html#DLM171104#DLM171104

impounding water in the Middle River as far upstream as the confluence with the Hautapu
River.

MARIE SHROFF,
Clerk of the Executive Council.

Issued under the authority of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989.
Date of notification in Gazette: 18 February 1993.
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